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PROBLEM TEXTS (3) 

F.F.BRUCE 
'Chl'OI10Iog.y,' said one of the Puritans, 
'is Cl sudv cur, that hath bit lTlanv a 
man's fitlgel's.' \Vhy meddle witl{ it, 
then:' Because the dllUllOlog,V of scrip­
tures is a tilscinating sul~j('ct fl)J' 
some, and because the student of tilt' 
subject will take no h"nn fl-<)l11 it 

'Chronology is a 
surly cur, that hath 
bit lllClny a I11an's 

fingers. ' 

pnwitied ht' dOt'S llOT think himself 
obliged tn hnl'!lInnizl' all dPpiln:'mly 
conflicting 1.exts, and pnn'idcd Iit' 
dues 1l()1 imagillt' thal his inttTpl't'ta­
(ion is 1'1>.\111 and cnT\' ont' thnt 
disagrct's ~dd1 it is Wro;lg. \Vht'n I 
\\'as ill Ill\' leens I read \\'ith il1t(,I'esl 
Phi lip :\.I;;lil'O·S book Till' ClzrtJIw!t{I"y 
Id' the Bib/I'; at tll(' outset h(' t'lllphn­
sized that it WilS dclilwl'<lte!v l'lltitll'd 
Tili' (llot.-1) Chr{)n()I{),~),(!tthc.HiIJlc, 

lWC<lllSC the scheme set jill,th in it. 
th'll scbl,tlIc and no othl'I" was the 
chnmol()y;v presellted by the Biblt'. 
Ht" did tlOf sutlkiellllv consider that 
his SdWllH' depended' \'l't'y lnrgl'ly on 
<l dOllbtfiIl, ilnd ,It best U11)I'O"a!Jll', 

undel'sl,uHlillg or J)imiel's seH'llty 
weeks, 
VVell, here wc ha\'(' a clutch uf texts 
dCiiling with the eady histoty of the 
chosl'1l Jlt'ople. They art' quoted in tl1\" 
ESV, which l'eprescnts the Hl'hl'ew of 
the Old Testament, or the (;l'l'ek of 
th(' New Testamellt, f;lithflllh' cl1(Hlgh 
ftll' OllT' purpose. 

'Then tllt' Li '1;1) said to ,\],r:lln, "[(no\\· 
of:1 SlIl'l'ty rhat nlll!' dCscCIHlallts will 
II(' S(:j(lIlI:llt'rs ill a land tlwr is Illlt 

lheirs, and will Ill' sJan's then'. and 
thcy ",ill II(' oppressed ['11' tOll I' hUllrirt'd 
\'('ars, . , ' And rlll'V shdIl ,'Olllt' b:lch in 

·lhe fCHlrth gl'l1(,,'a'ri{}n'~ . (Cc't!, 1.,;1::, 
1(;), 

'Tbt' time [b:1l the l't'''plt' of Israd 
dwclt in E1{\'pt was tour hlllld"l'd alld 
thin\' wars' (DnJli, 1.:':,W). 
'In 11;(' f'HH' hlllldrl'd awl ('i!-(hricth 
Yl'ar :Ilier the pcople of Isr:ll'I ('alll!' out 
()f the land or Egypt, in lIlt' t(lllrth n'dl' 
of Solomon's I'('iJ.!,'II OH'I' ISI'!Il'1. , ' , ill' 

began to build Ill(' house of the Lonl' 
(1 K,<.;:~. (i: 1 j, 
'And \v11t'1l 11(' Iwd dl'SII'Ov('d s<,ven 
nations in tht' 1:111<1 ofCallaa'n, he gave 
tllt'lI! their land a, an inht'l'it:lIlC(,. j,)l' 

about liJUr Illlndn:d and fifil' I'l'ar,;. 
:,\nd afkr rhat Ill.' ,"illt' il1<'''; ,(udges 
until Silllllld tIll' pl't'l'ht.,t' (Act" ;;;:1.'), 
20). 
'TIlt' la\\', \\'hich C;,rlW hltlt' huudn:d 
and rhirty .I,(,:II'S ,lIt<"·",,,'d. dUl'S Hot 

allnul it COn'Il'(Ili Im",j(>ll,1I ratili"d 
In· (;"d' ((;01, :;:1':'). 

III (;,.Il, h'i:1:;, [(i. dt) 'ttillt' hundred 
'Till'S' and 'tlte tuunh c;('twration' 
'deIlotc (he sallH' It'llgrh ,)(tilJH'~' tfs(), 
is 'g('wlratioll' (lid), ri,») llsl.'d })('1'(' 

in the Inure extt'IHkd St'IlSe of '('('11-
IlllY':' This is llIlIikc'+:, !WC<lllSl' in tite 
gt'l;enlnp;ies of Lt'l i r I (:II!'Im, (;: 1·-:;; 
;lIld JIHlah (Ct'i/, lid:!; Rutlzl:18-
21; 1 CIl1'(}/I, 2::; III till' 1>.odllS does 
[IPP('ill' to h"H' t<lh'll p!dCt' ill rh ... 
ft)urth S(,llt'ration ;die'! !Ill' ril'SU.'lll 

into L,l\vpt. 'BlIl', S(IIlH'il!H.' lll:I\' point 
oul, '!.{l'l]('('atiol1:' ;lIT "oll\(.'tinlt's 

ollti1te<i: Trlll.'. dlld ;h;n mil,· warn llS 
!lot to lw O\'tT-{'(mfidf'llr dhout the 
('onclusions \\'.' (kd\\', 

Did The 0ppI'('SS[fl!! nf tll., hraelitt.,s ill 
Egypt, tilt'll, last till ·WO \'t';ll'S': Th;tl 
would S<'CIll tu lw llw SI'IlS(' uf G£'/I, 
1!):13, If Wt' !,tKt' [it:1t tig'lll'C dlol1g' 
with the ·n() ""ar:.; <';1\'('11 hI' J:,l'od, 
12:,1{) j()f' their ~()j()tlJ';lill"; ill f:iZrpt. it 

might 1)(' illii'IH,d dUll llll'." lin'd in 

l:gypt ()t' "bout :;tl \,<',11';; b!'f()l'(' the 
oppression Ill';';;! Il, 
\\'h" then, in (,of. :;:1;-, dops !',llll 
apI;ear to 1,(,(,KOll lilt' ·j;.,O years :IS 
be~illnim; not \\ iell 1111' descenl into 
r:~l)( b,\t with (;I)d'~ prOfnis(' tu 
Abl'ahalll (Gm, 1:::/,'); 17:7(.; 22:181:' 
Pruhahly 1)('{'illlSC PUlll r,Z:ad r;,l'od, 
12:-1IJ in tIll' ~('ptl1agil1l \ersioll. 
according to whidl (ill' 4:,() years 
con't'ed th(' Isr:wlitt'S' dwdling 'in tIll' 
land or E,l\Ypt iilld ill till' Iwtd (IF 
C:WWWI', The i tlt<:rpr('wlioll ill Iplied 

hv this versioll WitS rll;lint;lillt'd nlso 
ir; rabbinic'it! ll'"ditiotl, <lITordin,li 10 
which tlH' ·j.:i(J ,';('al'S bl'~<lI1 with 
Alw.tharn's dqml'lI11T fhJlll H;lrilll 
and tIlt' ,lOl) \'ear's \\'ith the birth of 
lsaac. in filltilrlll'tlt of tlw promise, 
(Could unt' n'kl' to :\jwailillll alld his 
j;ll1lih' as 'dlildl'('ll <)f Israt'l' hl'1tJr(' 
.Jacol; himself wa~ bom, not to speak 

~1 

of his offspring:') Paul's arg1lment in 
Gal . .3:17 would he equally valiri inl(' 
had followed the Masoretic text of 
the Hebrev .. · Bible and I'eckoned the 
il1tel'\'al as G4S \'('at's, 
./\s Ill!' the 4f)()' year's of A,ets .13:1-9. 
since they precede the gi\'ing ofjuriges 
to the people, they most pl'Ohahly 
include the 400 years of oppression 
(cL Acts ?:(j) and the 40 \'em's ill tlll' 
wildel'11t'ss (Acts 13:18), plus the 
tirne that elapsed between the (,lltlY 
into CWlildll and the allotlllcnt of Iht' 

land among the tl'ihcs. 

vVhile Bible 
chronology is an 

interesting subject 
if)r studv and 

discussion, it is not 
one about \vhich it is 
\vise to dogl11atize. 

rlH' '\\'estt'rn' tl'At of ;\ClS, f()llu\\'f'd 
by the Byzilmine text. lakes the 4f)(J 

years as cov(>l'ing the P{'I'il)d of t11<' 
Judges (in which caSt' ol1e would 
hmT expected the \\'on1 'yc:u's' tu lit' 
in the aCf.'llsiltin' case, not the dativt' 
which is acmalh' used hcre), But this 
wuuld impl\' th.;t the interval hetweell 
the Exodus ,md tlw t<)Umbtion of 
Solomon '$ telllplt' was ;,)74 years l'athcl' 
than rhe ·HlO ( = 12 generations?) of 1 
Kil/,r.;;~ G:l. The t1H'OlY, (mec popular, 
that the ,\'{'w's of oppn'ssiol1 dlll'ing 
the period of the ,judges ,Ire included 
in the lilrgel' uf Ihest' two lHtIllilel'S, 

but left OUl of the smallt'!", is singllbdy 
11llcOlwindug. Thl' issue is furrhcl' 
('omplici!1e(i by the Septuilgint reading 
of440ww's in 1 l(ill/!/; (/:1. but (hdt I"' 
quite unlikcl," to 1H' the true text. 
Thl' 1I11l'et'tilintit's ill\l)ln~d in t!1(' 
intel]H'dation of thesl:' tt'xts suggest 
thilt, while Bihle clll'Ol1olugy is <Ill 
intel'csring' slll~ject fill' study and dis­
cllssion, it is uOl ()(W ahott! which it b 
wise to do)!:nta tizt ~, 


