
































CHAPTER L

CHCARLES VIII. RETURNS TO FRANCE—THE cALLIES
AID PIERO DE' MEDICIS ATTESMPT TO RE-ENTER
FLOREINCE — SAUONCAROLA PRECACHES CcAGAINST
TYRANNY AND cAGAINST THE MEDICI—THE LcATTER
ARE REPULSED.

» HE altered aspect of Italian affairs was
s now causing a serious change in the
position of Savonarola and the Re-
public. During the early part of the

& year the French expedition had been
T T attended by marvellous prosperity ; King
Charles had reached Naples without encountering obstacles
of any kind by the way ; the Aragonese had fled ; the new
kingdom been established as by a stroke of magic. Butsoon
the king’s fortunes began to decline as rapidly as they had
risen. In a very short time the French had contrived to
make themselves equally obnoxious to all the governments
and peoples of Italy. Their conduct towards the Floren-
tines cannot be too severely condemned; and everywhere
they did nothing but demand money and hold out pro-
mises which they never fulfilled.! The Neapolitans
were so disgusted by their insolence that they were
already longing for the return of the Aragonese. The
Italian governments felt terror-struck by the might of
this foreign host that had traversed all Italy in triumph ;
but the most troubled of all was Ludovico the Moor,
who had first summoned it across the Alps. He was

" * Vide Appendix to the Italian edition, doc. xx.
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CHAPTER II.

THE POPE ISSUES A BRIEF SUMMONING ScAVONAROLA
TO ROME. HIS REPLY. ANOTHER BRIEF PROHIBITS
HIM FROM PREACHING, BUT THE TEN PROCURE ITS
TACIT REVOCATION. cd CARDINAL’S HAT IS OFFERED
TO SAVONAROLA, BUT HE REFUSES TO c4CCEPT IT.

(1495-1496.)

teschi against Piero de’ Medici was the
real cause of the failure of his expedi-
tion; for had the allies been really
determined to help him, the city of
Florence could scarcely have withstood
tbcxr attack. Hence the ill-success of the enterprise may
be chiefly attributed to the lack of harmony between the
members of the League. Duke Ludovico had never for-
gotten the insults he had received from Piero de’ Medici;
and although the latter was now lavish in protestations of
friendship and respect, had resolved to prevent his rein-
statement in Florence. Besides, he was now reconciled
with the Arrabbiati who had succeeded in rousing his
violent irritation against Savonarola by giving him to
understand that the Friar made direct allusion to him, and
actually mentioned him by name in his sermons against the
vices of Italian potentates and in his descriptions of tyrants,
Accordingly, Ludovico had long joined in their schemes for
























































































CHAPTER IIL

ScAVONAROI A RETURNS TO THE PULPIT cAS LENTEN
PREACHER IN {496.

HE 17th of February, 1496, was a
memorable day in Savonarola’s life.
He reappeared in the pulpit over-
flowing with grief and indignation.
After having battled through an in-

s T ’ creasingly hard struggle with the Court
of Rome, he was now granted, as it were, a covert per-

mission to preach, and at the same time an endeavour had
been made to seduce him by the offer of a cardinal’s
hat. He clearly saw that his contest with the Pope
was daily becoming fiercer, and that the latter sought
to have his blood. Doubtless, had he alone been con-
cerned, he would have willingly given his life for the
eace of the Church; but, in destroying him, it was also
intended to destroy the Republic, of which he was the
universally recognized and principal support. Conse-
quently he must defend himself in order to defend the
religion and freedom of an entire people, who by his
means had expelled their oppressors and restored Chris-
tian faith and morality. Certainly, none could doubt the
truth of his religious doctrines; neither the Pope who
dangled the cardinal’'s crimson before his eyes, nor the
Arrabbiati who hated him as an uncompromising reformer































































CHAPTER 1V.

VeARIOUS WRITINGS CONCERNING THE WORKS OF SAVON-
AROLA. LETTERS ADDRESSED TO HIM BY DIFFERENT
POTENTCATES, cAND HIS REPLIES. THE FLORENTINE
cAMBASSADOR'S INTERVIEW WITH THE POPE. SAVON-
AROLecd RETURNS TO THE PULPIT cAND PREACHES
g{I}ICQ%?TIVML DAYS ON TEXTS FROM RUTH cAND

(1496.)

OR the due comprehension of the effect of
Savonarola’s sermons it would be neces-
sary to read the letters written in Florence
at that period.! The Florentines seem
to have been positively unable to think
of anything excepting the Friar, and

equally unable to confine themselves to truth. JSome

write that he (the Friar) scoffs at the bull of excommunica-
tion that has just arrived ;2 that he speaks of the Pope
as worse than a Turk ; the princes of Italy as worse than
heretics : others assert that he intends to reveal from the
pulpit all the crimes of his persecutors, and that he is
about to prophesy still more marvellous things. Some

* Many of these letters are in the Manuscript Miscellanies of the
National Library of Florence. Sce, among others, Class xxxvii.,
Cod. 288.

2 “ I can tell thee that Frd Girolamo says many bold things. Among
the rest, he has received a decree of excommunication, yet makes a
mock of it, as thou knowest he has often done. * Lettera di Roberto
Giugni a Lorenzo Strozzi alle Selve,” 18th of March, 1495 (Florentine
style). See the above-mentioned * Miscellanea,” at sheet 108,
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FLORENCE AGAIN APPEALS TO HIM FOR AID. 101

citizens of Florence, seems almost to carry us back a
couple of years to the brilliant and successful days when
the Friar was engaged on the foundation of the new Re-
public. How could the Florentines find courage for this
open defiance of the Borgia’s wrath, this disregard for his
threats and his briefs? We are forced to conclude that
some great change must have taken place in the position
of the State. In fact the new events occurring in Italy,
had evoked so many new dangers on all sides, that
men turned in their alarm to the Friar, who alone had
been able to steer them safely through their worst diffi-
culties. And although his former efforts had been so
ungratefully repaid, he again devoted himself to the
defence of the Republic, and met, as we shall presently
see, with a still baser and more cruel reward.




CHAPTER V.

THE STRAITS OF THE REPUBLIC cAND THE DISASTROUS
COURSE OF THE PISAN WAR. THE DEATH OF PIERO
CcAPPONI. THE THREcATS OF THE cMLLIES, WHO
SUMMON THE EMPEROR McAXIMILICAN TO ITcALY.
THE NEW BRIEF ISSUED BY THE POPE cAGAINST
SAVONAROLA cAND THE LATTER'S REPLY. THE RE.-
PUBLIC IS BESIEGED IN LEGHORN BY THE FORCES OF
THE EMPEROR cAND OF THE LEAGUE. SAVONAROLA
RETURNS TO THE PULPIT, AND THE FLORENTINES
CARE MIRACULOUSLY RESCUED FROM EVERY DANGER.

(1496.)

HE turbulent vicissitudes of the past
years had paralyzed the commerce and
industry of Florence; the exorbitant
sums paid to the French king and
P spent on the war had been a continual
G\ strain on its resources, and the public
credit was lowered to such an extent that a bond of 100
florins on the Communal Bank was only worth ten florins
in the market.! For the last two years the Signory had
summoned a meeting of the council almost every month,
to demand fresh supplies and impose fresh taxes ;2 but by

* A /uogo of the Communal Bank corresponded, as we have before
explained, with what would now be called a share in the funds.

* Although by the law of 1495 the citizens were only bound to pay one-
tenth (Decima) of their yearly income, the books of the Decrees (in the
Florence Archives) are full of successive new tithes (Decime) levied by
the Signory and the councils.
















































118 SAVONAROLA'S LIFE AND TIMES.

to give him checkmate. He who wins at that moment
wins the battle of life. O my brethren, for what do we
live in this world, save to learn to die a good death !”
He suggested that every one should keep some picture
over his bed to remind him constantly of the peril of
death. He minutely described some pictures of this kind
imagined by himself, and the people listened to him with

SANDRO BOTTICELLI.

the deepest attention. These suggested designs were
afterwards exccuted and engraved in many editions of
this sermon, by some of the best artists of the age, and
Sandro Botticelli is said to have been one of the number.
Savonarola also gave fresh encouragement to the people
that day, urging them to remain united and to labour for
the defence of their country. After this sermon he again

































CHAPTER VI

FReANCESCO VeALORI IS SMADE GONFALONIER, AND
PROPOSES SEVERAL NEW LAWS. CeARNIVAL CELE-
BRATED BY A BURNING OF THE WUANITIES. PUR-
CHASE OF THE MEDICI LIBRARY BY THE MONASTERY
OF ST. M ARK. SAVONCAROLA'S [DEcAS ON THE BEAU.-
TIFUL; HIS DEFENCE OF POETRY; HIS COSMPOSI.
TIONS IN VERSE.

(1497.)
u‘:}jf;\jjj HE cvents of the past year having again
brought the popular party into favour,
Francesco Valori was elected Gonfalo-
nier of Justice for January and Feb-
ruary, 1497, with a Signory altogether
devoted to him. For a man of milde:
temper and less ardent passions, this would have been
the moment to impose a check upon the Arrabbiati
and the Bigi. But Valori, being always carried away
by his impetuosity, now refused to listen to Savonarola’s
words, when the latter suggested that the Greater Council
should be somewhat restricted in order to exclude from. it
all those who were conspiring against the Republic. On
the contrary, he determined to increase its numbers by
getting a new law passed, qualifying citizens to become
members of the council at the age of twenty-four instead
of thirty years. He thought to strengthen the Republic
by admitting the people to a larger and more absolute
VoL. IL 10
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CHAPTER 1.

S'/I"Z)ONM OLcA'S SERMONS ON EZEKIEL DURING
LE 497. PIERO DE' SMEDICIS CAREER IN ROME.,
A F I'SH ATTEMPT TO ‘RE-ESTABLISH HI Og
;‘é_o :N:CI; AND COMPLETE FAILURE OF TH.
HE

(1497.)

°/N) URING Lent, 1497, Savonarola con-
€ tinued his course of sermons on Ezekiel,
touching upon various important points
connected with the struggle with Rome,
now becoming daily more virulent.
; Consequently these discourses were very
1mperfectly reported by Violi, who only made short and
arid summaries of them, and often omitted to record topics
of real interest in favour of revelations and prophecies.
We will therefore confine our attention to certain of the
more noteworthy fragments.

One of the most remarkable points in these sermons is
the question of the temporal possessions of the Church,
upon which Savonarola had hitherto refrained from ex.
pressing his full views, probably in the hope that a better
opportunity would be afforded him at the assembling of
the Council. Nevertheless, in this Lenten course on
Ezekiel, he plainly declared that the_Church was entitled
to temporal wealth :and that the posSession of it had been














































1;8 SAVONAROLA'S LIFE AND TIMES.

watch Piero’s movements ; while Francesco Valori, who
was one of the Eight, and Tommaso Tosinghi, of the
Ten, were commissioned to discover what threads of the
conspiracy had been woven within the city. So for a time
the affair was hushed up, but with imminent danger of
some violent political crisis.




CHAPTER IL

SCAVOINAROLA'S SERMON O ASCEINSION DAY, 4
THE POPULAR RIOT. THE EXCOMMUNICeATION
LAUNCHED cAGAINST HIM, AND HIS REPLY.
THE ReAGIN'G OF THE PESTILEXNCE, cAND ITS
DECLI\E.

(1497.)

\N the failure of Piero de’ Medici’s
attempt, the fortunes of the Bigi in-
stantly began to decline, and their most
bitter enemies, the Arrabbiati, gained
ascendency. The new Signory was
e composed almost entirely of Arrabbiati,
and one of their chiefs, Piero degli Alberti, was created
Gonfalonier of Justice. No sooner was this party master
of the field than it strained every nerve to obtain reinforce-
ments and thin the ranks of its adversaries. But as the
Bigi, being terribly weakened, tried to keep in the back-
ground, all hostilities were directed against Savonarola and
“the popular party. The Arrabbiati were therefore regarded
with high favour by the Duke of Milan, and with still
higher by the Pope, who now denied all complicity with
Piero de’ Medici,! and promised them his best aid and

* Borgia declared that the affair had taken place * without his consent
or knowledge.” Vide * Lettera a Lorenzo di Filippo Strozzi,” written by
a certain Antonio servo tuo, and dated 20oth May, 1497. In the Maglia-
becchi Library, Codex ii., ii. 437, at sheet 111.











































































204 SAVONAROLA'S LIFE AND TIMES.

Fortunately the plague did less havoc than was feared,
for at the beginning of August it had already diminished,
and towards the end of the month almost disappeared.!
The citizens returned from the country and resumed their
affairs ; the convent of St. Mark was aiain opened to the
people, and on the 15th of the month the festival of the
Madonna was celebrated in the inner cloister by a public
and solemn thanksgiving for deliverance from peril. The
city resumed its ordinary aspect, and all hoped at last
for peace and tranquillity after the ‘agitations and dangers
of the year.

* Its violence only lasted two months and a half, and the mortality
from it was never very high,




CHAPTER IIIL

THE ARREST OF LcASMBERTO DELL' ANTELLeA. HIS
REUELCATION'S CONCERNING THE SMEDICI PLOT.
THE TRIAL AND CONDEMNATION OF cALL THE
ACCUSED.

(1497.)

UT the truce hoped for by the Florentines
/ on the cessation of the plague was broken
before it began, by an event causing more
commotion in the city than anything else
that had occurred since the year 1494.
While Valori and Tosinghi were engaged
in unravellmg the threads of Piero’s conspiracy, they sur-
prised a certain Lamberto dell’ Antella, one of the proscribed,
on a clandestine journey to his villa, with a letter to his
brother-in-law, Francesco Gualterotti, at that time a
member of the Ten. This letter promised minute
revelations of all Piero’s schemes, and the discovery of
certain matters of the highest importance to the
Republic.!
As an old and faithful adherent of the Medici, Antella
was certainly qualified to give full information of their

* Nardi, Machiavelli, and many other historians speak of the capture
of this Antella ; and the Milanese orator in Florence also makes frequent
reference to the affair. Vide Appendix to the Italian edition, where the
letter brought by Antella is given in doc. i, and those written on the
subject by the Milanese orator in doc. ii.






















































BY VOICE OF THE PEOPLE. 223

decisive, and was additionally confirmed a few days after
the execution, when Ridolfi's son appeared before the
Greater Council to implore the remission of the decree
confiscating his father’s property. His demand was thrice
put to the vote and thrice rejected.t  Accordingly,
neither by the laws of the State, nor the votes of the
Greater Council could the five prisoners have been
acquitted.2  As to Savonarola he had neither the will nor
the power to influence a sentence, decreed in the heat, or
rather fury, of a whirlwind, of debate.

* Pitti and Cerretani.

* It has been justly observed by Guicciardini, “ Storia Fiorentina,” p.
164, that in no case could they have been acquitted, that accordingly it
would have been far better from the beginning to have steadily adhered
to the forms prescribed by the law.




CHAPTER IV.

SCAVONAROLA’S SMINOR WORKS, BOTH PUBLISHED
AND UNPUBLISHED. HIS “TRIUMPH OF THE
CROSS."

FTER the death of Bernardo del Nero
and his confederates the Piagnoni be-
came all powerful ; and during the
following six months three Signories of
the popular party were elected in suc-

: cession, whose sole difficulty in govern-
ing was that of carrying on the business of the State with
an absolutely exhausted exchequer.! But the Pope’s
enmity to Savonarola became fiercer than ever and was

a continual source of affliction to the Government and

people. It was not only grievous to them to witness the

unjust treatment of a man who had rendered such eminent
service to his country and religion, but it was also painful
to be compelled in the Friar’s defence, to place themselves
and the Republic in an attitude of continual and growing
disaccord with Rome. Nevertheless, they daily despatched
pressing instructions to their orator, Alessandro Bracci, to
do his utmost to obtain absolution for Savonarola. It
is our desire,” wrote the Signory, *that ye should knock
at every door, and shout aloud, and make every possible

* The Milanese orator wrote to the Duke as follows : *‘ It may now be
said, Illustrissimo Slgnorc, that the Friars party have the government
enhrcly in their grasp "’ (Vide Appendix to the Italian edition, doc. ii.).
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SAVONAROLA VISIIING A CONVENT,




















































CHAPTER V.

ScAVONCAROLeA RESUSMES HIS SE‘RMO?‘gS ON SEPTUcA-
GESIMcd SU? AY. c4 SECO ‘BURNING OF
THE UANITIES.” &SMORE PAPAL BRIEFS. CON
TINUATION, OF HIS SERMOIS.

(1497-1498.)

V) HE year 1497 was now coming to a

» close, and the Republic much wearied
by the slow progress of its negotiations
with the Pope. A second ambassador,
Messer Domenico Bonsi, was sent to
Rome to assist Bracci in pleading
Savonarola s cause, seek permission to impose a tithe
on ecclesiastical property, and try to obtain the fulfil-
ment of the Pope’s promise of restoring Pisa to the
Florentines. But all was in vain. The Holy Father
refused to settle any other question, until that of the Friar
was decided ; but he now insisted that Savonarola should
be delivered into his hands, and to this the Republic was
neither able nor willing to accede. If the magistrates
were weary of all this empty manceuvring, Savonarola was
still wearier and more impatient of it, and his long silence
was now becoming unbearable to him. For more than six
months he had remained shut up in his cell, solely occupied
in expounding his doctrines by the pen, and defending
them against attacks from all quarters. He had proved
the excommunication to be invalid, shown that a sound
Catholic could withstand the unjust commands of an ill-




















































































EVENTS HURRY TO A CLIMAX. 271

Pope by these utterances may easily be imagined by all.
But the actual extent of his wrath, and his numerous and
varied devices to conquer the Friar, and force the Re-
public to lend itself to his sinister purpose, are only to be
learnt by following the thread of this history. From
this moment the plot daily becomes more and more com-
plicated ; and new passionsand new schemes combine to
hurry it to a climax.




CHAPTER VL.

COLLOQUY OF THE FLORESE:TINE cAMBASSADOR WITH
THE POPE. MORE BRIEFS AXND FRESH THREATS.
THE SIGNORY CcALLS NEW SMEETINGS, cAND SAVON-
eAROLA IS INHIBITED FROM PRECACHING. HIS LAST
LEXNTEN SERMOXN, AND FCAREWELL cADDRESS TO
THE PEOPLE. HIS LETTER TO THE POPE, cAND
OTHER LETTERS TO THE PRINCES.

(MaRrcH, 1498.)
e el
= » HE Signory’s despatch in defence of
> Savonarola reached Rome on the even-
ing of the 6th of March, and was
@g delivered the next day to the Pope
. f’: by the two Florentine ambassadors.
@225 Alexander seemed much incensed when
his secretary read him its contents. ¢ Your Signory,” he .
said, “ have written me a wicked letter. I am not mis-
informed, for I have read your Friar’s sermons, and
spoken with those who have heard them. He dares to
say that the Pope is a broken tool, that it is heretical to
believe in the efficacy of the excommunication, and that
he would rather go to hell than ask to be absolved from
it.” Then, becoming more and more excited as he went
on, he complained of the Signory for allowing the Friar
full liberty to preach, adding that even Savonarola’s
retreat to his convent had not been enjoined by them.
And he concluded by declaring that unless the sermons
were finally stopped, he would lay the city under an inter-
dict. On this point he spoke so decidedly, that the
orators ended their report to the Ten with the following
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288 SAVONAROLA'S LIFE AND TIMES.

constrained to speak, for I feel all burning and all inflamed-
by the Lord’s Spirit. But again, when I descend, I say
in myself : 1 will no more speak of these things. O, my
Lord, O Spirit, Thou that fearest none in this world ; Thou
that art no respecter of persons be they who they may;
Thou declarest the truth to all. O Spirit, Thou dost
rouse persecutions and troubles against Thee ; Thou
stirrest the waves of the sea, like unto the wind ; Thou -
raiseth tempests. . . . I cry: Pray be still! but the
Spirit replieth that it cannot rest. Let us therefore leave
all to the Lord ;. He is the master that turneth the tool to
His own ends, and when He needeth it no longer, casteth
it aside, even as He cast aside Jeremiah who was stoned to
death ; and even so will it be with us, when we have
served His end. Well! we are content : let the Lord’s
will be done, for the worse suffering is ours on earth, the
greater will be our crown of glory in heaven.”

Finally, Savonarola announced the decree received by
him, and bade his hearers farewell : * Yesterday at the
third hour after sunset, there came hither a messenger
from those who rule over us, saying that they prayed me,
for many considerations, to preach no more. I asked—
Come ye from your Masters ?—Yes!—And I too must
consult my Master : to-morrow ye shall have my reply.—
I now make answer in this place, that the Lord hath
granted and yet not granted your prayers: that is, hath
granted them as to my abstention from preaching, but not
granted .them as regards your salvation. Bad news is
coming to Florence, misfortunes will overwhelm her. Ye
fear an interdict from the Pope; but the Lord will lay
one upon ye that will deprive the wicked of life and of
substance. We will obtain by our supplications that
which we may not obtain by sermons ; and we exhort all
good men to do likewise. O Lord, I pray Thee, have
mercy on the good, and delay Thy promises no longer.”

* The last of the Sermons on Exodus.



























PERILS ON ALL SIDES. 297

on all sides, even before the final struggle began. Never-
theless, the course of events was so marvellously rapid,
that he had no time to measure the enormity of these un-
expected perils before, like a thunderbolt from heaven,
another and still worse misfortune befell him.




CHAPTER VIL

TIIE ORDEAL BY FIRE.
(ArrIL 7, 1498.)

T was one of those moments in which
the popular aspect seems to undergo a
magical change.  Savonarola’s adher-
ents had either disappeared or were

78/ A\ / in hiding; all Florence now seemed

G ) &7) against him. Messengers from Rome

and Milan were continually coming and going. The

spies of the Duke were on the alert, and wrote to their
master that some great stroke was hourly expected on the
part of the Signory.! In fact, it was well known that
the Gonfalonier Popoleschi, and Berlinghieri, one of the

* Paolo Somenzi, as we have seen, resided in Florence, and Giovanni
Tranchedino in Bologna ; they superintended the procecedings of many of
the Duke’s azents and adherents.  During the months of March and
April Somenzi supplied the Duke with detailed accounts of the numerous
snares laid for Savonarola by the Arrabbiati, and assured him of the
good will of the Signory, all of whom were hostile to the Friar. Tran-
chedino at Bolona continually wrote that he had received intelligence
from Florence, *that some of the principal leaders who had hitherto
ruled were in great agitation of mind ; and either through this affair of
the Friar, or from some other cause, within a few days some movement
or tumult might be expected that would probably lead to a complete
change of government ”* {Bologna, 20th of March, 1498). Vide Appendix
to the Italian edition, doc. xii.






300 SAVONAROLA'S LIFE AND TIMES.

he was not one to shrink from his word, the affair had
already become serious before Savonarola had time to
think of preventing it., But when the Franciscan saw
that Frd Domenico was in earnest, he instantly sought a
pretext to draw back. He went about repeating that
“his quarrel was with Savonarola alone, and that although
he expected to be consumed, he was ready to enter the
fire with him in order to procure the destruction of that
disseminator of scandal and false doctrine ; but would
have nothing to do with Fra Domenico.” T This wretched
affair might have well ended here, for Savonarola severely
reproved Fri Domenico’s superfluous zeal,?2 and the
Franciscan was only too glad to seize a chance of escape.
But, on the contrary, just when the contest seemed on the
point of dying out, it suddenly burst forth afresh.

The Compagnacci were gathered together at one of
their accustomed banquets. Dressed in silken attire, and
feasting on delicate viands and excellent wines, they con- .
sulted on the matter, and decided to do their utmost to
bring the ordeal to pass. “If Savonarola enters the
fire,” they said, ‘“he will undoubtedly be burnt; if he
refuses to enter it, he will lose all credit with his followers;
we shall have an opportunity of rousing a tumult, and

* It has been asserted by some writers that the challenge was first
given by Savonarola, but this is absolutely untrue. The history of this
ordeal by fire has been misrepresented by all modern and most of
the old writers. We believe that we have finally succeeded in disen-
tangling the real facts of the case by consulting the “ Vita Latina,”
Burlamacchi, Pico, Nardi, Cambi, &c. ; but, above all, the second book
of Fra Benedetto’s “ Vulnera diligentis,” and the * Giornate,” iii. and
iv. of Lorenzo Violi. Both these men were eye-witnesses of the scene,
and their testimony must therefore be considered worthy of credence.
By the aid of their writings and original documents we are enabled
to throw fresh light on this hitherto obscure episode of Savonarola’s
career. Vide Appendix to the Italian edition, docs. xvi. and xvii.

? According to the printed version of the Trial, Savonarola openly
avowed that he did his utmost to restrain FrA Domenico ; and adds that.,
had he been allowed to preach, he would have shown that the truth of
his “ Conclusions ” could be proved by different means,












304 SAVONAROLA'S LIFE AND TIMES.

of March) a numerous Pratica was assembled to discuss
the question of the ordeal by fire. Some of those present
seemed heartily disgusted with the proceedings of the
Signory; but the majority shared the views of Carlo
Canigiani, who said: ¢ That this was a Church affair,
rather to be discussed in Rome where saints are canonized
than in this palace, where it is fitter to treat of war and
finance. Nevertheless, if it be really desired that the
trial by fire should take place, let us at least consider
whether it will be likely to crush discord or not.” The
same indifference was shown by other speakers, who all
concluded by saying that everything must be referred to
the Pope or the Vicar. Girolamo Rucellai said, in addi-
tion : It seems to me that too much noise is made about
this trial by fire; the only important point to us is to be
rid of friars and non-friars, Arrabbiati and non-Arrabbiati,
and to try to keep the citizens at peace. Neverthelessif it
be deemed that this trial will restore concord in the city,
let them go not only into the fire, but into the water, up in
the air or down into the earth ; meanwhile let our care be
for the city, not for these monks.” In real truth all were
inclined for the ordeal, and Filippo Giugni, turning the
whole thing into ridicule, cynically remarked : “To me,
fire seems a strange thing, and I should be very unwilling
to pass through it. A trial by water would be less
dangerous, and if Fra Girolamo went through it without
getting wet, I would certainly join in asking his pardon.”
And the gist of his speech was, that it would be best to be
well rid of the Friar by consigning him without delay to
the Pope. Giovanni Canacci, on the other hand, although
likewise opposed to Savonarola, rose in great agitation,
and almost with tears in his eyes, exclaimed: “When
I hear such things as these said, I scarcely know whether
life or death is most to be desired. I truly believe that
if our forefathers, the founders of this city, could have






















































322 SAVONAROLA'S LIFE AND TIMES.

As we shall presently see, Briefs soon poured in from
Rome filled with praises and promises of reward for the
attempt that the Pope had not only feigned to disap-

prove, but even to censure.




















































SAVONAROLA'S EMPTY CELL AT ST. MARK'S.
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CHAPTER XI.

SAUVONAROLA IS PUT TO FRESH TORTURE BY THE
APOSTOLIC COMMISSIONIERS., HIS THIRD TRIAL
AGAI PROVES HIM INNOCEXNT. THE CONDEM-
NATION, AND EXECUTION, OF THE THREE FRIARS.

(May 19-23, 1498.)

HE Papal Commissioners entered Flo-
rence in state on the 19th of May.
They consisted of Giovacchino Tur-
riano, General of the Dominicans, and
the Spaniard Francesco Romolino,
Bishop of Ilerda, Auditor to the

Governor of Rome, and afterwards well known as the

Cardinal Romolino. The dregs of the people flocked

round them with cries of *“Death to the Friar!” And

Romolino smilingly replied : ¢« He shall die without

fail.”  In fact, Girolamo Benivieni was in receipt of

letters from Rome informing him that « The two Com-
missioners were instructed to put Savonarola to death
were he even another Si. Jobn the Baptist” ' And they
made no secret of this, for Romolino was scarcely estab-
lished in the house of a certain Pandolfo della Luna, near

San Pietro Scheraggio, than he said to his host: ¢« We

shall make a fine bonfire ; I bear the sentence with me,

already prepared.” 2

)

* “Vita Latina,” sheet 60 ; Burlamacchi, p. 154. * Ibid. sheet 6o.












394 SAVONAROLAS LIFE AND TIMES.

the plan, and particularly whether the Cardinal of Naples
had been concerned in it. He asked the same question
again and again, using promises, threats, and torture, until
at last, after a thousand denials of having negotiated or con-
sulted with any one on the matter, Savonarola cried, almost
maddened with pain: “ Naples! Naples! I took counsel
with him and others.” But on the 22nd, when they
began to question him for the third time, his first thought
was to retract all that he had said to the injury of others
when raving in anguish, and instantly declared : ¢ Neither
with the Cardinal of Naples, nor with others, have I spoken
any word of the council.” Romolino then understood
that nothing more was to be extracted from him; that
neither by tortures nor the devices of the notaries could
sufficient evidence be gained to justify his condemnation,
and that no more time need be wasted in the attempt.
Accordingly, after a few more hasty questions, he summoned
Savonarola to appear before him the following day to
receive his sentence. ““Iam a prisoner,” replied the friar ;
¢« I will come if my jailers bring me.”

But all was not over. Day was closing, the vesper bell
ringing the hour of sunset, and Savonarola engaged in quiet
meditation, when five citizens suddenly broke into his cell.
They came with the notary to see whether, by surprising
him at this last moment, when so exhausted by mental
and bodily anguish, it might not be possible to conquer
him by threats. They wished to question him on
political matters, and extort something more than was to
be gleaned from his first deposition, the only one that had
been published, and that was altogether unsuited to their
purpose.  Savonarola, however, calmly reiterated his
made in noting down the heads of what was said by Frd Hieronimo.”
Then he adds farther on, that he got this first rough draft into his hands
by the aid of Ser Ceccone’s wife. Fri Benedetto, * Vulnera Diligentis,”

bk. ii. chaps. 16, 17, 18; Violi, “ Giornate.,” Vide Appendix to the
Italian edition, docs. xxi. and xxii.
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previous declaration : «I left all details to Valori. The
chief objects my friends had in view were that the majority
of the council should consist of men favourable to the
popular government ; to deal severely with our opponents
when they committed crimes ; to keep the people strong
and united, not for purposes of offence, but in order to
resist attack.” !

Thus ended the third trial, of which the Apostolic
commissioners had little reason to be proud. After all
their promises, their attempts to prove Savonarola guilty
had utterly failed, for his innocence was plainer than
before.  Hence, this final examination, was neither
printed, signed, nor read to the public;2 and was left
unfinished. The examiners kept it concealed, and only
allowed one or two copies of it to be circulated among
the Italian Courts.3

But notwithstanding the failure of their attempt, the
Apostolic Commissioners met on the same day (22nd
of May) to consult as to the fate of the three monks.
The question was soon settled. As to Savonarola and
Fri Silvestro, no discussion was required : their death was
a foregone conclusion. Wishing, however, to lighten in
some degree the gloomy impression this sentence- might

t Vide the third trial, in Appendix to the Italian edition, doc. xxvi.

® As we have said, Savonarola underwent examination on the 20th,
21st, and 22nd, and twice on the last day : 7Ze, at the 13th and again at
the 24th hour. The first interrogatory is not signed either by Savonarola,
the witnesses, or the notary, But in the second, after Savonarola’s first
reply, we find this statement: “ After these words, Fra Girolamo sub-
scribed to all he had said yesterday and that had been noted down by
the secretary of Messer Francesco Romolino, signing himself thus:
‘I. Fra Jeronimo of Ferrara’” The second interrogatory is then
continued and ended without any signature. The first interrogatory of
the third day ends with these words : “The prisoner again affixed his
signature to the deposition transcribed by Messer Francesco, and con-
taining all the things written above.” Nevertheless it was left unsigned.
The final interrogatory breaks off suddenly. The minutes were circulated

in this form.
? We found in Milan the copy sent to Duke Ludovico,
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produce on the public, Romolino proposed that Fra
Domenico’s life should be spared. But when it was re-
marked by one of the citizens present ¢ that all Savona-
rola’s doctrines would be kept alive by this friar,”
Romolino instantly said: “A vile friar more or less
matters little ; let this one also die.” !

During these days a very select Pratica had been like-
wise held, for the discussion of the sentence. One member
only, named Agnolo Niccolini, raised his voice in Savona-
rola’s defence, saying that he thought it a very grave
crime to put to death a man of such excellent qualities,
whose like was scarcely to be found once in a hundred
years. “This man,” he added, “ would not only succeed
in restoring faith to the world, if all were extinct, but
in diffusing the learning with which he is so richly
endowed. Hence, I would advise ye to keep him in
prison if ye choose; but preserve his life and grant
him the use of writing materials, so that the world may
not lose the fruits of his learning.” But Niccolini’s words
were very ill received by the assembly, and his proposal
was immediately negatived, “ because no one could count
on future Signories, as they were changed every two
months. The Friar would most certainly be restored
to liberty, and again cause disturbance in the city. A
dead enemy fights no more”2 It was in this fashion
that the man, whose innocence had been only more
clearly proved by prolonged examination and torture, and
his two equally guiltless companions were condemned to
death ! Even the examiners themselves had been com-
pelled to testify to the innocence of Fra Domenico; and
Fra Stlvestro, who had denied his master, could be found
guilty of no crime punishable by the law.

* Burlamacchi, pp. 151~152; *Vita Latina,” sheet 6o.
% Burlamacchi, pp. 151-152 ; “Vita Latina,” sheet 60. No report of
this Pratica is to be found in the Archives.
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The sentence was read to the prisoners the same even-
ing, so that they might have time to prepare for their last
hour. Fri Silvestro appeared to be crushed by it ; whereas
Fra Domenico received it as a joyful announcement.
The approach of certain death roused this noble soul to
enthustasm. He immediately asked to what kind of death
they were condemned, and on learning that they were to
be first hanged and then burnt, begged and almost im-
plored that he might be burnt alive, so as to endure harder
martyrdom for the cross of Christ. He then asked for
food, in order to be able to sleep quietly, and face death
with greater composure. Shortly before, feeling already
assured of his fate, he had written a farewell letter to the
brethren of San Domenico of Fiesole, of whom he was
Prior, and we cannot refrain from transcribing his
words.

« Fratres dilectissimi et desideratissimi in visceribus Fesu
Christi. It being God’s will that we die for Him, pray
for us, ye that are left, bearing in mind my injunctions to
remain humble, united in charity, and diligently occupied
in religious exercises. Pray God for us, particularly during
the services of the church when ye are assembled together
in the choir. Let my body be buried in some most lowly
spot, not within the church, but outside, in some corner
near the door. And offer up prayers for me, saying
masses et cetera solita; and I, being where [ hope to be,
will do as much for ye. Kiss all the brethren for me,
both of your convent and of St. Mark’s, and especially
our well-beloved brethren at Fiesole, quorum momina in
corde fixa ante Deum porto. Have all the pamphlets of
Fra Girolamo in our cell collected together, have them
bound, and place one copy in the library. And let
another copy be kept to read at the second table of the
refectory, but let it be fastened thereon by a chain, so that
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even the lay brothers may sometimes peruse it there.”?
Thus his last thoughts were given to the perpetuation
of his master’s doctrines! The world can boast few
examples of similar faith and constancy.

When the messengers entered Savonarola’s prison to
communicate the sentence, they found him kneeling in
prayer. On hearing the fatal announcement he ex
pressed neither grief nor joy, but continued his devotions
with increased fervour. Shortly afterwards, food was
offered to him, but he refused it, saying that his soul
needed more strengthening than his body, and that he
wished to keep his mind clear and well prepared for
death. Just then a man came into the cell, dressed in
black, and with his face hidden under a cowl. It was
Jacopo Niccolini, a Battuto? of the Company of the
Temple, an association formed for the purpose of com-
forting the last moments of the condemned. When
Niccolini asked Savonarola if there were anything he
specially desired, the latter besought him to obtain from
the Signory the boon of a short interview with his two
fellow-sufferers, to whom he craved to say a few words
before death.  Niccolini showed great willingness to
undertake this pious office, and sought the Signory with-
out delay. Then came one of the black brethren of St.
Benedict to receive the prisoner’s confession, and Savona-
rola, meekly kneeling before him, fulfilled all the duties
of religion with much fervour. It was the same with
the two other friars.3

* This letter is given in Burlamacchi, p. 155, and is translated in the
* Vita Latina,” sheet 61'. Another ltalian copy of it is to be found at
the close of the manuscript collection of documents {Riccardi Library,
No. 2,053) forming a species of appendix to the * Vita Latina.” Save at
one or two points where the Riccardi Codex scemed to give the best
reading, we have adhered to Burlamacchi’s version as the most correct
on the whole.

* The Batiuti were so-called because they were accustomed 10 scourge
themselves in penance for their sins.

3 Burlamacchi, p. 158,
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Meanwhile the Signory were engaged in discussing the
request of which Niccolini was the bearer : for they were
still in dread of some extraordinary and unexpected action
on the part of Savonarola. But the kindly messenger
succeeded in convincing them that there was nothing to
be feared from a fettered man, with one foot, as it
were, already in the grave; and that it was always the
custom to gratify the last wishes of the condemned.
Accordingly the prisoners were granted an interview of
one hour in the hall of the Greater Council.

It would be very difficult to describe the emotions of
the three friars on finding themselves once more together.
It was their first meeting after more than forty days
of imprisonment and torture; after each one of them
had been given to understand that the others had
made full retractation, and after both Fra Domenico and
Fra Silvestro had been shown the false depositions attri~
buted to Savonarola. But no explanation was possible at
this moment ; they had only to prepare to meet death
with brotherly courage, The mere presence of Savonarola
was enough to instantly restore his ascendancy over his
companions. At first sight of that severe and tranquil
countenance every doubt vanished from his disciples’
minds, and their old faith in him was renewed. There
was not a moment to be lost, and accordingly he promptly

“addressed Fra Domenico and said: “ I know that you ask
to be cast alive into the fire ; but it is not well, since it is
not meet for us to choose what death we would die. How
can we know whether we shall find strength to bear that
to which we are condemned? This dependeth not on
ourselves, but on the grace that shall be granted us of the
Lord.” Then turning to Fra Silvestro with greater severity,
he said to him: “ Regarding you, I know that you would
fain protest your innocence in sight of the people. 1
¢command you to abandon this idea, and rather to follow
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the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, who refrained from
declaring His innocence, even on the cross.” The two
friars made no reply, but after kneeling before their -
superior, and devoutly receiving his blessing, were led
back to their respective prisons. Savonarola had rightly
judged that all external demonstrations of feeling, by word
or deed, would have rendered their death less impressive
and less Christian ; that at so supreme a moment all
thoughts and feelings should be fixed upon God-—and
therefore preferred to let the meeting end thus. Now
that his disciples showed the greatest readiness to obey him,
he had only to prepare to face death firmly and well.1

The night was already far spent when he returned to
his cell; and he was so overcome by drowsiness and
fatigue that, having leant his head on Niccolini’s lap
for a moment in token of gratitude and affection, he at
once fell into a light slumber, and so great was the
serenity of his mind that his placid countenance wore a
smile as if beholding pleasant visions in his sleep. But he
soon awoke, seemed surprised with himself, and as a farther
mark of gratitude to his benevolent companion, spoke to
him prophetically of the future calamities of Florence.
It is said that he also added these words: < Bear well in
mind that these things will come to pass when there shall
be a Pope named Clement.” This prophecy, which he is
supposed to have previously delivered on other occasions,
was noted down and preserved until 1529, when it seemed
to be exactly verified by the siege of Florence. Then the
Piagnoni brought it forth and went about showing it to
the wondering people. So, at least, runs the tale as it has
been transmitted to us by the elder biographers.2

* Burlamacchi, pp. 156-157 ; * Vita Latina,” sheet 6o ; Violi, Fra Bene-
detto, &c.

2 Burlamacchi, pp. 157 and 193, Benivieni, and many other writers, in

enumerating the prophecies of Savonarola, dwell minutely on this,
alleging that it was shown to the perpetual Gonfalonier, Soderini, before
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The three friars passed the rest of the night in con-
tinual devotion, and again met in the morning to receive
the sacrament. Savonarola had been granted permission
to officiate, and on raising the Host pronounced the
following prayer as a final exposition of his creed :—“O
Lord, I acknowledge Thee to be the perfect, invisible
Trinity, the Three in One, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ;
I acknowledge Thee to be the Eternal Word, and that
Thou didst descend into Mary’s womb, and didst mount
the Cross to shed Thy blood for our sins. I pray Thee
that by Thy blood I may gain remission of my sins, and
implore Thee to forgive them ; and likewise to grant Thy
pardon for every offence or hurt brought on this city;
and for every error I may have unwittingly committed.” 1
Having made this full and explicit declaration of faith, he
took the communion himself, and administered it to both
his companions. Shortly afterwards the guards appeared
to lead them to the Piazza.

Three platforms had been erected on the steps of the
Ringhiera. That nearest to the Palace door was assigned to
the Bishop of .Vasona ;2 the second, on the Bishop’s right,

the siege. took place ; and adding many particulars to prove the truth
of their tale. On this head the reader may also refer to Padre Marchese,
* Documento " xlii,, loc. cit, p. 194. It is certain that Savonarcla had
frequently announced the future calamities of Florence, and in a manner
that a great number of persons held to be truly prophetic. But that he
should have positively foretold the name of the Pope in whose reign
these predictions would be fulfilled, seems scarcely credible. Unless we
suppose the name to have been added later by devout belicvers in the
Friar, it can only be regarded as a curious coincidence.

* This prayer is given in Burlamacchi, p. 158, and was also printed
together with the * Esposizione del Miserere.”

* Ubaldini, in his Chronicle, styles this Bishop “Frater Benedictus
Christophori de Opera, vulgo dictus de Pagagnoctis ex parte matris,
episcopus Vasoniensis.” And headds : “ Fuit suffraganeus archiepiscopi
florentini pluribus annis.” He was a Dominican, and was elected Bishop of
Vasona (Vaison in France, Department of Vaucluse) in 1482. Rinaldo
Orsini was Archbishop of Florence in 1498, but resided almost con-
tinually in Rome,

voL, II, 27
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to the Apostolic Commissioners ; the third, near the Mar-
zocco, to the Gonfalonier and the Eight. From this point
a long, raised scaffold had been built out, a man’s height
from the ground, and stretching across a quarter of the
Piazza in the direction of the Tetto dei Pisani. A stout
beam stood upright at the end of this scaffold, with
another nailed across it near the top. Thus the gibbet
bore the form of a cross, although the upper part had been
urposely shortened to lessen the resemblance. Three
Ealters and three chains hung from its arms, the first to
hang the friars, the second to keep their corpses sus-
nded over the fire in which they were to be consumed.
geaps of combustibles were piled at the foot of the stake,
and the guards of the Signory found great difficulty
in keeping back the surging multitude who pressed
round the scaffold. The throng scarcely seemed greater
than on the day of the ordeal, but it wore a very
different aspect.,! A sad and solemn silence prevailed, and
even those who had most longed to see this day were
oppressed by a strange sense of fear. Yet amid the
general agitation many different passions were stirring
the crowd. There were Bigi, Piagnoni, and Arrabbiati ;
devout men, constant attendants on the Friar’s sermons,
now stood side by side with the reckless crew who had
attempted his life with daggers and stones. Many writers
were also present whose chronicles and diaries contain
lasting records of that memorable day. What thoughts
must have passed through their minds, it is easier for the
reader to imagine than for us to describe.
Meanwhile some of the populace had succeeded in
forcing their way close to the gibbet, and their blasphe-
* From an old, but not contemporary, picture of the scene, by an un-
known painter of little merit, many copies of which are to be found
in Florence, it might be supposed that there was very little crowd on the

Piazza ; but the chroniclers assert, and most probably with truth, that the
whole Piazza was thronged. [sdv Burlamacchi, p. 162,
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mies, indecent cries, and the fierce joy with which they
awaited the crowning horror of the scene, made them
resemble wild beasts rather than human beings. They
consisted, for the most part, of men newly released from
exile or prison who had been punished for their crimes by
the past Signory and freed by the magistrates now in
power simply because of the hatred they professed to
Savonarola and his followers.

The three friars were already standing on the palace
steps when 2 Dominican of Santa Maria Novella ordered
them to be stripped of their robes, and brought forth
covered only by their woollen tunics, barefooted, and with
their hands bound. Savonarola was deeply moved by
this unexpected demand; nevertheless he courageously
despoiled himself of his gown, exclaiming, before giving it
up : “Holy gown, how dearly did I long to wear thee!
Thou wert granted me by God’s grace,and I have ever
kept thee unstained. Now I forsake thee not, but am
bereft of thee.”!

On reaching the first platform they found themselves
in the presence of the Bishop of Vasona. He had obeyed
the Pope’s mandate, but now appeared overwhelmed with
confusion. He dared not raise his eyes to the serene
countenance of the man whom he had once called master,
and who now seemed to stand before him rather as a
judge than a criminal. Nevertheless the terrible and
almost funereal ceremony had now to be performed. The
three friars were again clothed in their monkish robes, in
order to be stripped of them afresh after being formally
degraded. When about to pronounce their degradation,
the Bishop took Savonarola by the arm; but no longer

* Burlamacchi, p. 158 ; and Pico. Fri Benedetto quotes the same
words in part iii. of his “ Vulnera Diligentis.” On all these last events
reference may be made to the “Vita Latina ;" Frd Benedetto, * Cedrus
Libani ;” Nardi, i. p. 158 and fol. ; Violi, ** Giornate,”
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able to maintain his composure, and forgetting the
usual formula, instead of merely separating him from
the Church Militant, he said, in faltering tones : ¢ Separo
te ab Ecclesia militante atque triumphante.” Thereupon
Savonarola calmly set him right, saying :  Militante, non
triumpbante : boc enim tuum non est.”* And these words
were uttered in a tone that pierced to the souls of the by-
standers, so that all who heard remembered them for ever.

When thus degraded and unfrocked, the three friars,
only covered by their tunics, were delivered over to
the secular arm, and led before the Apostolic Com-
missioners to hear the sentence proclaiming them
schismatics and heretics.  After this, Romolino with
ghastly irony absolved them from all sin, and asked if
they accepted his absolution. Whereupon they bowed
their heads in token of assent. They were then led
before the Eight, who, according to custom, put the
sentence to the vote and carried it unanimously. But
one of the Eight, Francesco Cini, was absent, having
refused to take any part in so iniquitous a proceeding.
The sentence2 was immediately read to the prisoners,
and ran as follows: “The Eight, having maturely
considered the depositions of the three friars, and
the atrocious crimes committed by them, the which are
therein laid bare, and having considered the sentence pro-
nounced by the Commissioners of the Pope, who have
now handed them over to the secular arm to be punished,
hereby decree : that each of the three be hung from the
gibbet, and then burnt, so that their souls be entirely
parted from their bodies.” 3

* Burlamacchi, p. 159 ; “ Vita Latina,” sheet 62 ; Picus,” Vita,” p.g1 ;
“Vulnera Diligentis,” part iii. ; Nardi, 1., 161.

* The sentence begins as follows : ‘* Presentes spectabiles domini Octo
viri Reipublice Florentine, in sufficienti numero congregati, servatis ser-
vandis, et obtendo partito, absente tamen Francisco Cini eorum collega.”

3 Pide the sentence in Appendix to the Italian edition, doc. xxx.
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With firm steps and tranquil hearts the victims then
mounted the scaffold. Even Fra Silvestro showed
courage at the last, and in the presence of death seemed
again a worthy disciple of his master. Savonarola himself
appeared endued with superhuman strength, never losing,
even for an instant, the calm required to meet his terrible
fate in a Christian frame of mind. While he and his
companions, all three barely covered by their tunics, with
naked feet and arms bound, were being slowly led from
the ringhiera to the gibbet, the dregs of the populace were
allowed to assail them with vile words and viler acts.
Savonarola endured this bitter martyrdom with un-
shaken serenity. One bystander, stirred with compas-
sion, approached him and said a few comforting words,
to which he benignantly replied : “ At the last hour,
God alone can give mortals comfort.” A certain priest,
named Nerotto, asked him, ¢ In what spirit dost thou
bear this martyrdom ?” He said : “The Lord hath
suffered so much for me.” He then kissed the crucifix,
and his voice was heard no more.?

Fri Domenico was apparently quite unconscious of the
general turmoil around him, and truly—

% Papea ¢che a danza e nonm a morte andasse,” ®

For he was so excited that he wished to intone the Te
Deum in a loud voice, but refrained at the pressing
instance of the Battuti who walked by his side, and
said to them: ¢ Accompany me then, in a whisper,” and
thus they all recited it together. He afterwards added :
“Keep this well in mind: that the prophecies of Fra
Girolamo will all be fulfilled, and that we die innocent.” 3

* Burlamacchi, pp. 159~160; Pico; Frh Benedetto.
* Leopardi. (To dance, and not to death his steps seemed bound.)
3 Burlamacchi, Barsanti, &c.
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The first ordered to mount the fatal ladder was Fri
Silvestro. With the halter about his neck he had just
time to cry, before being thrust off: “ In manus tuas,
Domine, commendo animam meam.”  Shortly afterwards his
corpse was dangling in chains, and the executioner passed
to the other arm of the cross to execute Frd Domenico in
the same way. This faithful disciple mounted rapidly,
with a hopeful and almost joyous countenance, as though
he saw the gates of heaven opening before him. After
witnessing the death of both his companions, it was Savona-
rola’s turn to fill the vacant place between them. He
was so completely wrapped in spiritual contemplation, that
he no longer seemed to belong to this earth. Nevertheless,
when mounted on the cross he could not refrain from
glancing at the multitude below, seemingly all hunger-
ing for the moment of his death. How different the
days when this same people had hung rapturously on his
words in Santa Maria del Fiore! At the foot of the
cross he saw rough men with blazing torches already pre-
pared eagerly waiting to fire the pile. Then he quickly
bent his neck to the executioner. Not a sound was heard
at that moment ; there was a terrible silence.  All the vast
crowd, even the very buildings round the Piazza, seemed
impressed by the general horror. Then a voice was heard
crying : O prophet, now is the time for a miracle !”
Every incident of that day seemed fated to remain en-
duringly stamped on the public mind, as if to increase
that mysterious sense of terror which the death of the
prophet they had betrayed was to leave impressed for all
time on the people of Florence.

Thinking to gratify the unbridled mob, the executioner
began to play the buffoon with the still quivering form,
and in so doing lost his balance and nearly fell. This
disgusting spectacle aroused general indignation and
horror, and the man was severely reprimanded by the
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authorities. e then tried to hurry on his work, in the
hope that the flimes would reach the poor victim before
life was quite spent. But the chain slipped from his grasp,
and before he could recover it, Savonarola had drawn his
last breath. He was forty-five years of age at the time
of his decease : at 10 o’clock a.m., on the 23rd of May,
1498.F

The pile was already in flames before the executioner
could descend the ladder to light it, for a man who had
been impatiently waiting with a torch hastened to fire it, ex-
claiming : * At last I can burn the Friar who would have
liked to burn me!”2 But then a sudden wind arose and
blew the flames away from the three corpses for some little
time ; whereupon many shrank back alarmed, crying aloud :
“ A miracle,a miracle!” But soon the wind dropped,
the flames again rose round the bodies, and the crowd
pressed forward once more. Meanwhile the cords binding
Savonarola’s arms being consumed, the blast of the fire
caused his hands to move, so that to the eyes of the
faithful, their master seemed to raise his hand on high from
the midst of the flames, as though blessing the people who
had doomed him to the stake.3

The Piagnoni pointed out this vision to one another,
and many of them were so strongly moved by it, that
without thinking where they were and in what company,
they fell sobbing on their knees in adoration before him
whom they already secretly worshipped as a saint. Their
women wept aloud ; their young men shuddered at the
miserable state to which the city was reduced. But while
there was bitter grief on one side, there was wild exulta-
tion on the other. The Arrabbiati congregated about the

* % Vita Latina,” Burlamacchi, Pico, Barsanti, Fra Benedetto, Landucci,
Nardi, and nearly all the Florentine historians of the period.

* This incident is related by Nardi, who witnessed its occurrence (i
p. 161.}

* Burlamacchi, p. 162.
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scaffold, employed a mob of boys to shout and dance and
throw stones at the half-consumed victims, so that from
time to time fragments of their corpses fell down into the
fire. It rained blood and entrails,” says a writer who
witnessed the horrible sight, which evoked cries of joy
from Savonarola’s foes, and redoubled the fruitless sobs and
lamentations of his friends.!

Many of the more daring Piagnoni, including certain
ladies disguised as serving-maids, forced their way through
the hostile crowd to the scaffold, and in the general con-
fusion succeeded in gathering some relics of their saints.
But they were soon thrust back by the guards, for the
Signory, fearing lest these ashes might have the power to
work miracles, ordered them to be borne away in carts to
the Old Bridge and cast into the Arno. Nevertheless
they could not prevent the Piagnoni from devoutly collect-
ing the remains left on the Piazza, or which fell by the
way. These relics, carefully cherished and preserved in
valuable caskets,2 were worshipped by all the followers of
the Friar, and for many years served to keep alive their faith
in him and their devotion to his convent. That celebrated
scholar and philosopher, G. F. Pico the younger, believed
that he possessed a portion of Savonarola’s heart recovered
by himself from the Arno; and declared that he had
found it endowed with miraculous powers for healing many
maladies, exorcising evil spirits, and so forth.3 Afterwards,
numerous medals of the Friar were struck and engravings
made of his portrait, and these were much sought after
but carefully concealed by the devout, for now that the

* Fra Benedetto, * Cedrus Libani”

* These caskets generally resembled thick round snuff-boxes, with the
portrait of Savonarola either painted or in low relief on the lid. The
were provided with a false bottom under which the ashes were concealed.

# Pico, “ Vita,” &c., chap. xix. Allthe othe: biographers also mention
these relics.
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Arrabbiati were masters in Florence, their insolent fury
was not to be lightly braved.r

The same day, after the execution, the Ten wrote to
Rome and the other Italian Courts, to the effect that ¢ the
friars had been put to death in the manner their pesti-
ferous sedition deserved.” 2 And the Apostolic Commis-
sioners not only designated Savonarola as a heretic and
schismatic, but dared to charge him with the crimes from
which even the falsified depositions concocted by them-
selves had completely exonerated him. « We have dis-
covered,” they informed the Pope, ¢ that he caused secrets
of the confessional to be revealed to him, and that it was
his purpose to excite sedition in Florence by breeding
disputes among the citizens, We found this Friar, or, to
avoid calling him either a friar or a man, we should rather
say, this most iniquitous omnipede,3 to be a mass of the
most abominable wickedness. His disciple, Frd Domenico,
dared to call God to witness in favour of his master’s -
words and doctrines, declaring that if they were not true
he would be content to die on the gibbet, and have his
ashes scattered to the wind and rain. Wherefore, in con-
demning the three to capital punishment we arranged that
this prediction should be fulfilled to the letter.” 4

The Signory received letters of approval and congratula-
tion from Rome, Milan, and all the other Courts. France
was the only exception ; for Charles’ successor, King Louis
XII., wrote earnestly begging them to suspend the execu-
tion, for highly important reasons to be communicated ina

* Nardi, “ Storia di Firenze,” i, 162 and fol. ; Gio. Cambi, ii. 113 and
fol. (in the “ Delizie degli Eruditi Toscani,” tom. xxi.); and wéde all the
other biographers also.

# Padre Marchese, doc, xxxix.

% Omnipedum nequissimum.

4 This letter of the 23rd of May, 1498, was published among the Docu-
ments given by Meier, who had discovered it at Florence inthe library
of Count Boutourlin.
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following despatch.! But at the date of his letter, the
4th of June, the ashes of the three martyrs had long been
dispersed in the Arno.

The Piagnoni were now subjected to, apparently, end-
less persecution. The convent of St. Mark’s was closed
to all outsiders for two months, deprived of the adjoining
building of La Sapienza occupied by the novices, and robbed
under various pretexts of the library collected by Lorenzo
de’ Medici, for which it had paid three thousand florins to
the Republic ;2 while many other of its old rights and
privileges were also taken away.3 The hostilitfy of the
government even assumed the grotesque form of issuing
no less than nine decrees against the big bell4 of St.
Mark’s known as the Piagnona. As it was this bell that
rang the alarm on the day of the riot, it was sentenced to
banishment from Florence, brought out in a cart and
publicly flogged by the executioner.5 This business of the
bell stirred the whole Dominican Order to more resentment
than all the other persecutions combined.6 Many of the
brethren were sent into exile, among others Mariano
degh Ughi, Roberto da Gagliano, Fra Girolamo’s brother,
Maurelio Savonarola, and even Malatesta Sacramoro, whose
treachery had not availed to gain pardon for his former

* Padre Marchese, ¥ Documenti,” doc. x1, loc. cit., p. 192 ; Desjardins
“ Négoc. Diplomat., il 13.

* I'7de the before-quoted biographers, and doc. xxxiv. in Appendix to
the Italian edition of vol. i of this work. 7/ also Professor Piccolomini’s
excellent monograph on the * Libreria Medicea privata.”

3 As, for instance, the right of celebrating mass in the palace of the
Signory, a privilege now transferred to the Friars of 8. Miniato. St
Mark’s was also deprived of the management of the society of the “ Buoni
Uomini di San Martino.”

4 The “ Archivio delle Riformazioni” contains numerous letters and
deliberations on this subject. A few of these are included in the Appen-
dix to the Italian edition, doc. xxxii.

5 Padre Marchese, “ Storia_di San Marco,” in the * Scritti Varii,”
p. 2723 Gherardi, p. 205 and fol.

8 lide many documents on this subject in Gherardi’s published collec
tion, p. 206 and fol.
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friendship with his master. Meanwhile, by another official
decree, the musicians of the Signory were sent to pay
honour to Romolino by performing under his windows.?
Numerous citizens were also persecuted as followers ot
the Friar, and many publicly reprimanded and declared in-
eligible for office.2 Many others were summoned to Rome;
but quickly purchased exemption from the trouble of the
journey by bribing Romolino, who also received large
rewards from the Signory in the shape of handsome pieces
of plate.3 But the citizens could obtain no protection
from the continued and lawless insults of the mob ; they
were deafened on all sides by offensive and indecent songs
against the Piagnoni, and their devotions were continually
interrupted. But the sorest of their afflictions was to find
themselves universally shunned and to witness the base-
ness of learned men such as Ficino and Verino, who, after
being enthusiastic for Savonarola, suddenly made him the
object of ferocious attacks.4 As a greater insult to his
memory, the Arrabbiati let a wretched donkey loose in the

t Vide in Appendix to the [talian edition, doc. xxxi., the decrees of the
Signory dating from the 27th of May to the 8th of June, and those of
the 29th and 3oth of June. Vide also Padre Marchese, * Storia di San
Marco,” p. 257 and fol.

* Cambi, i, p. 182,

3 Nardi, i, 163. By a decree of the 28th of May, 1498, the Signory
paid the sum of 1114 broad gold florins for the silver given to Romelino,
and a further sum of twenty-five to the reader of the sentence, “contra
Fratrem Jeronimum Savonarolam et quosdam alios ” (Gherardi, * Nuovi
Documenti,” p. 174).

+ The violent * Apologia” addressed by Ficino to the Cardinals’
College, is published in the * Giornale storico degli Archivi Toscani,”
vol. ili, p. 1153 Verino’s * Invettiva” is to be found in Gherardi, p. 197,
preceded by two earlier writings by the same author in high praise of
Savonarola. The © Invettiva” was written while Savonarola was in
prison, and is worthy of note as containing a brief summary of the
Friar’s life, and proving that the only crime attributed to him by Verino,
the real reason of the latter’s sudden hostility was that of being no
true ‘frophet nor capable of performing miracles. Savonarola had dedi-
cated his treatise on poetry to this same Verino, who now designates the
master he had so recently revered, as far worse than a hypocrite.



412 SAVONAROLA'S LIFE AND TIMES.

Duomo on Christmas night, and then cudgelled it to
death on the threshold.r Meanwhile those who remained
most true to Savonarola devoted themselves to the secret
composition of apologies, biographies, and poems in sancti-
fication of his memory ;2 they studied his sermons, and
awaited the fulfilment of his predictions,while strict orders
came from Rome to the Convent of St. Mark, prohibiting
all mention of him, or so much as the utterance of his
name.3 A few days after the execution some women
were found at dawn in the Piazza kneeling in prayer on
the stones where the three martyrs had been burnt.4 And
every year, on the night of the 23rd of May, flowers were
found strewn on the same spot : the which pious practice
was continued for more than two centuries, namely, down
to the year 1703.5

¥ Cambi, “ Storia di Firenze,” vol. ii. g 135.

* Numerous poems were composed both then and at a later time, in
honour of Savonarola and even of his two fellow-martyrs. We append
one that is preserved in the National Library, was first printed at Pistoia
in 1847, and afterwards published by Padre Marchese, “ Scritti varii,”
pp. 259-260. It begins thus i—

La caritd e spenta
Amor di Dio non ¢'¢
Tepido ognun diventa;
Non ci e pill viva f&.

* # w

Ohimé ! chi il Santo e morto !
Ohimd ! Signore, Ohime !

Tu togliesti il Profeta

11 qual tirasti a te.

Translation.-—~Charity is extinct, love of God no more. All are luke-
warm and without living faith. . . . Alas! the Saint is dead! Alas! O
Lord! Alas ! Thou hast taken our Prophet and drawn him to Thee,

Another of these hymns is given in Appendix to the ltalian edition,
doc. xxxiv.

3 Gherardi, * Nuovi Documenti,” p. 218 and fol,

¢ Landucci, * Diario,” p. 178,

$ Vide Gherardi,” Nuovit Ducumenti,” pp. 243-244. This pious custom
is also mentioned by many of the historians.
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while as to the unnatural crimes, assassinations, and poison.
ings committed by father and son, their history is too well
known for any details to be needed here. The Pope’s chief
aim was to carve out a State for his son in Romagna ;
and the Duke was so devoured by the same ambition, that
he was already scheming to extend his power over the
whole of Italy, and intended to gain possession of Tus-
cany as a preliminary step.! For this reason he was
always eager to bring new dangers on the Republic : now
rousing Arezzo to revolt, now threatening to re-establish
Piero de’ Medici in Florence, and continually harassing
the frontier and making raids on the territory. Hence
the Florentines were driven to pay him 36,000 ducats per
year, nominally for his services as a general; but even
this did not prevent him from occasionally finding a pre-
text for returning to pillage their lands. This was how
the Borgia fulfilled their promises of rewarding the
Republic for ridding them of Savonarola !

Accordingly the Arrabbiati were at last convinced that
the only mode of defending Florence against these foes
and the Medici was to make alliance with France and
honest peace with the Piagnoni, whom they now ceased
to persecute. No sooner did they begin to adopt the
policy urged by Savonarola, and to which they had been
so bitterly opposed, than affairs began to mend and soon
went on with far greater tranquillity and success than
might have been expected.

But unfortunately Louis XII. was no less ambitious
than Charles VIII., and soon plunged Italy in the very
calamities which Savonarola had foretold. We all know
the history of the wars between Germans, Spanish,
Swiss, and French, which ravaged our land for so many
years, and made it a prey to pillage, fire, and bloodshed.
So long as the French were victorious, the Florentine

* Machiavelli, ® Principe,” chap. viii.
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Republic was able to struggle on in the midst of the
general confusion ; but when, on the death of the youth-
ful hero, Gaston de Foix, fortune deserted the arms of
France, the death knell of the liberty of Florence had
already struck. For in the month of September, 1512,
a Spanish army reinstated the Medici without encounter-
ing any resistance.

Meanwhile war and disaster were spreading in every
part of Europe.

The voice of Martin Luther had already roused schism
in the Church; and a regimen of stakes and gibbets
instead of healing the wound, only fortified the new
doctrines and kindled religious wars.  The Church,
Italy, the whole world were under the scourge. And in
every new battle-field, pillaged town or fresh heresy, the
Piagnoni beheld another confirmation of Savonarola’s
prophecies. Thus misfortune and oppression only served
to strengthen them in their old faith. And when Clement
VII. ascended the Papal throne; when the Eternal City
was besieged and sacked by the armies of Charles V. ;
_ when the churches became stables for horses and. dens
of vice ; then it seemed, even to the incredulous, as though
all the Friar’s -predictions were being literally fulfilled.
His last prophetic words to Niccolini were brought forth,
read and copied with great wondering, and circulated on
all sides. Every one was poring over his sermons, and
pointing out numerous passages in which the events now
taking place had been repeatedly foretold. Suddenly, and
as if by a miracle, the Piagnoni were again masters of the
city; and the Medici, unaided from without, and encom-
passed by enemies within the walls, were again put to
flight. The Republic was immediately proclaimed, -
Christ once more elected King of Florence, the citizen
militia reorganized, while all the inhabitants were now
resolved to maintain their restored freedom, or die a
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worthy death in its defence. The resuscitated Republic
succeeded in resisting many determined attacks, and we
all know how its speedy fall was accomplished. But
defended by the genius of Michelangiolo, the arm of
Ferruccio and the heart of the whole people, its end was
no less glorious than the heyday of its former prosperity.
Also, during that wonderful defence, the Convent of St.
Mark was again the headquarters of patriotism and
freedom. The disciples of the Friar, his prophecies, his
sermons, and his portraits inspired those valiant and great-
souled citizens to fight for their Republic to the last.
Thus the history of the true followers of Savonarola ends
only with the downfall of Florentine freedom.?

As we have seen, the religious creed of the Piagnoni
was invariably and strictly Catholic. Even when Rome
was besieged by Protestant hosts, and the Florentine
Republic warring against the deadly attacks of the Pope,
the Piagnoni refused to coalesce with the followers of
the Reformation, and indeed the few Protestants existing in
Florence, among whom mention should be made of the

* The superstitious vencration in which Savonarola was held by the
brethren of many Tuscan convents increased instead of diminishing as
time went on. They worshipped his garments, addressed prayers to him,
cherished his relics, wrote and re-wrote his life, with the frequent
addition of new miracles, and celebrated services expressly composed in
his honour, in which he was invoked as a martyred saint and prophet.
Although these monks were not, strictly speaking, disciples of Savonarola,
we will mention some of their writings. Two editions of an ** Officio
proprio per ¥rd Girolamo Savonarola” were published at Prato by Count
Carlo Capponi, with a preface by Cesare Guasti, in 1861 and 1863.
Another * Officio” discovered by Pére Bayonne is given in Gherard/s
“Nuovi Documenti,” pp. 236-241 (*Officium B. B. Hieronymi,
Dominici et Sylvestri martyrum,” &c.). Both were composed in the
latter part of the sixteenth century.

But the followers of the Friar continued to be persecuted even in
the sixteenth century. Duke Cosimo I. cherished great hatred against
the brethiren of St. Mark's chiefly on account of the veneration they still
felt for Savonarola and his doctrines. He actually expelled them from
the convent in 1545, but was soon forced to allow them to return at the
instance of the Pope. Vide Gherardi, * Documenti,” p. 225 and fol.
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celebrated Antonio Brucioli,! were marks for the popul
fury. This was undoubtedly another and most evidem
sign that Savonarola’s doctrines were very different from
those of Luther. Nevertheless there was an endless
interchange of charges and counter-charges, and amid all
this discussion the judgment of Italy remained long in
suspense. Immediately after Savonarola’s death, Pope
Alexander issued the severest prohibition of his writings,
commanding all who possessed them to hand them over
to the archbishop under pain of excommunication. But,
changing his mind later, he sanctioned their republication ;
and they were tolerated more or less down to the year
1558, when Paul IV. called upon the Congregation of the
Index to subject them to minute and diligent inquiry.
This led to a long and serious dispute. When the
extracts selected by a commission of four Cardinals were
read to the Pope, he fell into a great rage, and stamping
his feet on the floor, exclaimed : * This is Martin Luther,
this doctrine is pestiferous! What are ye doing, most
reverend Monsignori ? 7 But, on closer examination, the
Pontiff himself was obliged to accept the evidence :
accordingly the dialogue “On Prophetic Truth” and
fifteen of the sermons were the only works suspended ;
all the rest being allowed to circulate freely.2

The followers of Savonarola therefore continued to
profess themselves wholly and constantly Catholic; San
Filippo Neri and Santa Caterina de’ Ricci adored the
Friar as a saint; Benedict XIV. judged him worthy of
canonization; 3 and some of his works were even used

* Varchi, “ Storia di Firenze,” Arbib edition, vol. i. p. 580.

* Vide the “ Discorso * pronounced on this occasion by Paolino Bernar-
dini of Lucca, and afterwards published in Quétif’s * Additiones ” to Pico’s
“Vita di Frd Girolamo Savonarola,” vol. ii. p. 559 and fol. 1lide also
a letter by Frd Vincenzo Ercolani of Perugia, published in the Appendix
to Aquarone’s “ Biography of Savonarola,” p. xxii. and fol.

3 ¢ De Servorum Dei beatificatione,” vol. viii.

VOL. 11 28
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as reading and text-books for the Catholic schools.! And
it is impossible for any one to read them without being
firmly convinced that, to the day of his death, Savonarola
remained unswervingly faithful to the dogmas of his
faith ; and that instead of seeking to destroy the unity
of the Church, it was his constant desire to render it still
more complete,?

Nevertheless, it cannot be denied that he had the spirit
of an innovator, and indeed the main purpose of our work
has been to insist on this point. Savonarola was the first
to raise the standard announcing the uprisal of the truly
original thought of the Renaissance at the close of the
great epoch of humanistic learning. He was the first man
of the fifteenth century to realize that the human race was
palpitating with the throes of a new life, and his words
were loudly echoed by that portion of the Italian people still
left untainted by the prevalent corruption. He accord-
ingly merits the title of the prophet of the new civiliza-
tion. But to regard him as the leader of a party, a sect,
or a system, is an error only to be committed by those un-
acquainted with the Friar and his times. The Renais-
sance must not be confounded with modern civilization to
which it was only, as it were, the preliminary; for what
general character it possessed was as yet vague and unde-
fined. The men of that time justly deserving the title of

* His * Trionfo della Croce” was republished by the Propaganda
Fide ; his * Semplicita della Vita Cristiana” was translated by a Jesuit
into French and republished in Paris in 1672 ; his ** Confessionale " was
frequently reprinted, with very slight alterations, and used as a Manual
for confessors,

# Even in our own day an attempt has been made to claim Savonarola
as one of the precursors of the Reformation, by placing his name on the
monument of Martin Luther, erected at Worms in 1868. A French
Dominican, Pére M. Rouard, protested against this in a pamphlet in
defence of Savonarola’s orthodoxy, which was translated and published
by Comm. C. Guasti in the * Rivista Universale, Annali Cattolic,” vol.vi
Genoa and Florence, 1867,
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innovators were those who foresaw the progress of civiliza-
tion towards a vaster synthesis of the human race, and felt
drawn nearer to God. Their hot blood burned like fever
in their veins ; their ideas changed with delirious rapidity :
they were dominated by a superior force, impelling them
across unknown seas to the discovery of unseen but truly
imagined lands. Of these men Christopher Columbus
was the veritable type and exponent. Rather than down-
right, genuine thinkers, they are champions of thought,
It is useless to ask them what they seek and whither they
go. They only know that they are pressing forward, and
drawing the world after them in their course— nothing
more. Nor should we wonder at their unconsciousness

for it is their essential characteristicand merit. They dis-

perse the darkness, and cleave a passage for the new road,
rather by force of will and faith, than by force of reason.
Theirs is the prophetic mind, the hero's heart, the martyr’s
fate. The world, in fact, is horror-struck by this new
race of Titans springing to the overthrow of old idols,
and soon seeks to crush them ; but before long begins to
worship their traces and follow in their steps. Thereupon
the Renaissance is replaced by modern civilization ; the
first synthetical idea disengaged by analysis opens the way
to different schools and systems. Savonarola, Telesio

Campanella, and Bruno are succeeded by Galileo, Bacon, and
Descartes, who come with the might of their genius to
fertilize the soil and gather the harvest others have sown.
But what could these supreme and tranquil intellects have
effected if those other great and generous souls had not
daringly rent the veil from the human mind ; had not
paved the way by their own martyrdom? Luther himself
could scarcely have been so successful in inaugurating his
Reform had not the sacrifice of Savonarola given a final
proof that it was useless to hope in the purification of
Rome, and that no attempt to reform the Church could
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possibly succeed without destroying her unity, at least for
a time.

The drama we have seen exemplified in Savonarola’s
life, spread abroad after his death, and became the drama
of all Europe. In fact we behold the same; struggle on
all sides: as of two worlds met in conflict./ One of the
two is radiant with the splendours of art and science and
wealth ; but nothing avails to preserve its vitality, when
its poets and scholars, statesmen and potentates are all
corrupt to the core, Beside them, however, we see a
handtul of oppressed and persecuted men, firmly holding
together, and forming, as it were, another society by their
union : their language is rough, their reasoning faulty,
their books uncultured ; but the source of their inspira-
tion is inexhaustible, for it springs from the heart,
wherein throbs a living force that can never die, that
feeds on itself, and derives new youth from danger
and persecution. Individual men perish, it is true, but
. their blood generates thousands of followers; their ideas
become the accepted creed of the human race, and are
the main promoters of modern civilization. Society is
renewed and redeemed by the courage and sacrifice of
a few martyrs, it makes progress by dint of virtue and
heroism ; and we are forced to recognize that whenever
the human race has to make some mighty stride on its
unerring path, Providence unveils the sanctuary of truth
not only to men of clevated mind and piercing intellect,
but especially and above all to those of generous spirit
and truest purity of heart.

Such was the character of the true Renaissance, and
two Italians were the first to initiate it. Columbus dis-
covered the paths of the sea, Savonarola those of the soul ;
when the one was mounting the pulpit, the other had
already set sail, and was cleaving with daring prow the
waves of an unknown deep. The latter, while believing
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to have found a new track to India, had discovered
America instead ; the former believed that he had found
the way to reawaken faith and reconstitute the religious
unity of the human race, but his own martyrdom
served to-prove that his purpose could only be attained
after passing through a period of schism and bloodshed.
Both believed themselves sent by the Lord to diffuse
Christianity on earth ; both beheld strange visions which
revived their ardour for the task ; both touched a new
world with their finger-tips, without being in a position
to appreciate its immensity : the one was rewarded with
chains, the other with death at the stake.

Accordingly, it were idle to inquire whether Savonarola
upheld the servam arbitrium of Martin Luther or the
Calvinistic doctrine of predestination! He embraced a
far vaster if much less definite world ; and although stiil
shackled by the prejudices and superstitions of the past,
looked to a more remote aim. He was the first, in his
age, to urge humanity towards the goal that even, at this
day, is still unattained, but towards which we are strain-
ing with redoubled effort. He endeavoured to conciliate
reason with faith, religion with liberty. His work may
be ranked with that of the Council of Constance, of
Dante Alighieri, of Arnaldo of Brescia; he aspired to the
reform of Christianity and Catholicism that has been the
constant ideal of the greatest minds of Italy, and of
certain leaders of thought in other parts of the civilized
world.

When this reform, desired of all, and of which all
recognize the need, shall be in course of realization, then
Christianity, reanimated by faith, and fortified by reason,
will attain to its true and perfect development in the
world, and Italy will not be in the rear of the new march
of progress. Then perhaps it will be clearly seen that
had the Church of the fifteenth century hearkened to






APPENDIX

INTERPRETATION OF THE FACSIMILE,

An Imperfect Summary of the Scrmon delivered on the Second
Sunday in Lent, 1491, to which Savonarola alludes as his “ terei.
fieam predicationem.” :

Dominica 2% in 40*

Assumpsit Fesus etc.  §i sciretis quantum cogitavi antequam deter-
minaverim que dicere volo etc.  Testis est Deus, quia dubitavi me
eum temptasse ¢tc. () Tandem accidit mibi sicut Hyeremic. Dicam
autem hystoriam que habet Hier,, 19 et 20¢.° Dicta hystoria, dic es
que dicit Apostolus, p.® ad Cor,, 10,

(o) Dizi primo evangelium, declarando ad literam etc, Deinde
ostendi qualiter Deus est virtus a quo omnis veritas, et quare homines
non recipiebant veritatem, quod propter consuetudinem ut in capitulo
Macthei (?) vel propter ez que habes in primo contra gentiles {#) etc.
Ideo dixi custodiam etc. Deinde dixi qualiter fui coactus hec predie
care, quia nihil aliud per totam noctem invigilem potuit mihi occur-
rere. Et posui quod fui sicut Ionas etc. Et dixi que habebam clara,
et que non, ctc. Deinde cetera etc,

* The autograph preserved in the Museum of St. Mark. At the beginning of this
summary, on the inner margin of the MS., a writer of s later period has added the
following words ; “F. L. Vide totam hanc predicationem, in qua multe prophetic et
alia.” The sole reason for publishing these very rough and shapeless notes is that they
are the only remains of a memorable sermon delivered during the life of Lorenzo de’
Medici. In the original codex they occupy one side of sheet g7 and a few lines
of sheet 58. The marginal notes and additions, likewise in Sivonarola’s hand,
are placed at the foot of the page. Those having reference marks in the original are
indicated by Latin letters, those without, by Greek letters at the end of the sentence (o
which they evidently refer,
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Dicit propheta : Reges cos in virga fervea et temguam etc. Eoce
coram senioribus et saccrdotibus sum, et dico vobis quod Dominus
confringet hoc vas Italie, et presertim in hac parte. Ps. Ni con-
versi fueritis ete.  Dicit Dominus in Hier,, et est figura nostri etc.,
Ecce ego inducam afflictionem super locum istum, ita wt ommis gui andierit
illam, timiant aures tiws, ee gwod dercliguerumt me, et alicwum fecerant
focur istum erc. Primo sacrificant diis alienis. (8) Nam non Deo
hodie fiunt officia, et ca que flunt in ccclesia, sed pecunie. Qui
episcopatum desyderat etc,  Omnes volunt esse servi X', idest presbi-
1eri et coclesiastici, et certe est idolorum servitus etc. Omnes offerunt
filios et sacrificant huic idolo etc., dantes beneficia etc. Omnes
comedunt de carnibus istis, quia patres ¢t familie pascuntur de
patrimonio X! etc.  Omnes libenier se obligant ad missas et officia,
propter hoc c¢tc.  Ad vidas vadunt dicentes : faccmus anniversarium
etc. Pulcra officia faciunt, ut populus currat erc. Dicit sacrista :
bene vendemus candelas cte, Pulsant campanas, quando est festum
alicuius sancti ctiam parvi etc,  8i videtur, dic de crucifizo veteri etc.
Vadunt illi pro barone sancto Ant.® etc. (y) Inveniunt nova altaria et
virgines marias ctc. Confessores spaciant ete.  Ordinantur omnes
dummodo offerant ctc. {(§) Nihil cst nullum donum Spiritus Sancti,
est nullz gratia que obtineri non possit pecunia erc.  Pauperes solum
opprimuntur. (&)

Vobis erge divitibus hoc dicit Dominus. Fe vodis sptimates eve.
Aures ere.  Vidisti frater, dicit Dominus, oppressiones populi istius,
Ecce autem gravetias : pauper portat saculum pecunie, et dives unum
aurcumm, et dicit: dame el resto ecte. Vidisti quia magni divites
parvum habent onus, ¢t qui non potest vivere nihil etc.  Vidisti, eos
qui dicuntur spirituales suadere alios ad hoc, cr laudare ete.; et
dicunt : ego nihil accipio etc. ; tanto fa colui che tiene etc. Non

(3) Dicunt beata quella casa che ha una chierechata.  Sed veniet
tempus quando aportebit dicere : guai etc.  §i amas filios, fa’a min
modo, non lo far prete ; necabitur cte. Melior erit conditio aliorum
filiorum tuorum ctc. Al il della spada etc.

{y) De cerrcranis diversis.

(¢) Etiam imberbes.

{(:) Qui vadunt ad monasteria mala intentione erc. Qui non
satisfaciunt legatis piis, sub pena cte.

Volunt casus conscicntic.  Doceo c¢ito habeas contritionem, et
omnia solvis ; quia si nescies, ibis ad confessorcm. Et si dicis @
possum errare ; respondco : si habes veram contritionem. . . . Re-
spondeo, quod tunc ignorantia non damnabit ete.
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solum qui faciunt etc. Vidisti qualiter unus habet de reditu quinqua-
ginta, et solvit centum cte. Vidisti quia imponunt onus ad bene-
placitum suum, et dictum suum pro facto ponunt. {{} Cum cnim
dicunt : tu habes tantum divitiarum, crgo solves tantum, dicunt est
verum. Et venit vera opinio illorum philosophorum qui dicebant :
omne quod vestrum est etc. {y) Vidisti quod cum vidue vadunt ad
eos, flendo etc., dicunt : vos debebatis dormire erc. Vidisti quando
paupercs dolent, dicunt: paga paga etc. Respice quanta pecunia
colligitur, et ubi est etc. Respice quot pauperes, quot puclic ! non
possunt supplere illi de Sancto Martino cte, Vidisti quot mala faciunt
in nocte isti ; et ille interficit unum et facit fugere alinm, pro se ete,
Ad pucllas vadunt ete. Vidisti fetentes sodomitas eos qui habent
coniuges, in apotecha in cubiculo in tenturie cic., miuit pro puero,
Fatorinis suis etc. (¢} Pauperes ergo audite me.  Isti qui vos oppri-
munt gaudent in verbis meis, quia interim ego vos hortor ad patientiam,
ct ipst habent maiorem audatiam. Estote patientes, sufferte, expectate,
Deum etc.  Ad vos autem divites dico : Eeee inducam afflictionem erc.,
ut supra. Non vocabitur locus iste Florentia, sed turpitudo et sanguis
etc.,? et spelunca latronum etc,  Frange Domine, proice in torrentem
lagunculam texteam etc, {4}

Muld derident, percuciunt Hyeremiam, et in nervum ponunt, ne
loquatur etc, Sed oportet quod dicat, quia Dominus vult ete. O
saccrdotes, nomen vestrum mutabitur in pavorem etc.  Ecce, Domine,
ego dixi. Dicam ergo Seduxisti me Domine, et seductus sum: fortior
me fusisti et imvaluisti : factus sum in devisum tota die; omnes subsamamt

(%) Vidisti qualiter vendunt saxum pro cera, et pannos et omnia, et
reducunt {?) ad apotecham. O sensale, tu excitas illum lusorem. Et
dicit ille : Ee bono inchostro ? nero quanto una mora e una sopravolta ;
ti li acquista etc, : te renderd rutto, Et lusores ete,

Vide ctiam literas Sor. Horet.

(») Multi sequuntur mulieres ; infamant quando nolunt; scquuntur
per iram ; literas scribunt etc.

(¢) Dec mulieribus qualiter in ecclesiis faciunt postribula ete, Tute
fe strade sono piene de meretrice ctc.

(#) Vuliis signum? Et quia omnes iniusti raptores etc., ideo, iusto
Dei iudicio, ognun ha da fare, et nullus felix in hac urbe: ur qui
aliis estis molesti, quomodo permittet Deus ipse quod quiescatis et
componere queatis statum vestre domus ! Nemo crit, immo omnes
eritis pauperes vel saltem infelices. Hec dico quia omnes conqueruntur,
et dicunt se ¢sse in necessitatibus,

* Here another hand has written on the margin: *“Nota hic diligenter.”
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me. Duia iam ofim loguor, veciferans iniguitatem, ¢t vastitatem clamito :
¢t factus est sermo Dei mibi in obprobrinm et iw devisam tots die. B
dixi: mom recordabor eius, mec loguar wlira in momine eins. Et factss est
sermo Dei in corde meo guasi igmis extwans claususque im ossibus meis 3 21
defeci, ferre mon substinens etc.  Scio ergo deridere multos. Ego sutem
clamo, die ¢t nocte : T exurgens ete.  Sunt novissimi dies, hoc autem
scite etc.

Recordamini quando X*® venit mundum renovare, invenit solum in
toto orbe Iudeam fidelem, in qua etiam pauci. Quid fecit? Oculte
{quia alii non crant digni) aliquos duzit in montem ete, : et hoc erat
figura quod multos ad magnum statum conducere, et sol aperiretur
¢is, ¢t illuminarent totum mundum etc. ; reprobatis pravis iudeis et
afflictis etc. (¢} (4) Nota. ergo quando istos videbis, ut cognoscere
possis : puto quod non sit magnum tempus etc. Primo videbis eos
omnia abnegare, et vitam pro X° exponere. Non acceprabunt muners,
non eclemosinas, nisi quottidianum victum. (¢} Non congregabung,
non edificabunt, non querent amicitias magnorum, Veridici etc, Et
post sex dies, idest postquam omnia corporalia trascendering, fixi in
fide Sancte Trinitatis, ducentur in montem contemplationis magne,
scorsum et secreto loco. (8) Non enim discurrent. Mon erunt tow
die in visitationibus mulierum, et dare coronas ct figuras non civium
non magnorum, non in palatic dominorum. Non in . . . querendo
etc. Er transfigurabitur X* ante cos. Nam multas habebunt reve-
lationes etc., et scientiam novi et veteris testamentd, Non in ques-
tionibus Scotti etc., non per commenta 6™, nec in vanitate versuum,
nec in pompa, sed de cisterna propria etc. Mazime autem loquentem

(c) Respice hystorias antiquas. Quando misit diluvium quosdam
reliquit ete.  Quando mundus erravit, Habraam elegit etc. In libro
Tudicum quosdam suscitavit. David de post secantes (?) ete, Et ita
discurre per generationem et gencrationem etc. Nec potest aliter
rclevari ccclesia nam destruere et non edificare etc. Nunc autem
adhuc non venit antichristus,  Oportet ergo per mundum predicare
ete.  Quia crgo vos reliquistis me, ccce formo mihi alios viros tales
ete.

{(4) Ita heodie pauci sunt Xpiani, ¢t pauciores boni. Ergo credes
quod Y* dereliquerit mundum ete. Bt hic discurre cvdic Tu exargens
ete.

{¢) vestient pauperime.

(%) Discurre per dics primos sex, comparando contraria ut erunt lux;
et vos in tencbris relinquemini.  Ipse firmamentum, vos instabiles
ctc.
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ALBERTI, LEON BATTIST4, i. 56-7.
Albizzi, Francesco degli, ii. 213.
Albizzi, Luca degli, ii. 324.
Alessandri, Alessandro degli, ii.

124.
Alexander V1., Pope. Ses Borgia.
Alphonso 1I. d’Aragona, King of

Naples, prepares to oppose the

Frencht nvasion, i. 201, 206,
Altoviti, Guglielmo, ii. 214.
Alviano, Bartolommeo &', ii. 173.
Angelico, Fra Beato, 1. 35-36, 44,

105 nofe,; i, 144 nole, 145.
Antella, Lamberto dell’, ii. 171-2;

arrested by the Florentines, 193

ill-treated by Piero, 206; put to

the torture in Florence, 207 ; his
sentence of outlawry revoked,

378.

Antinori, Tommaso, ii. 313.
Antonine, St i. 35-7.
Argiropulus, 1. 46.

Aristotle the true founder of ex-

perimental philosophy, i. 95.
Arrigucci, Filippo, ii. 176.
Ascanio, Cardinal, ii. 296.
Attavanti, Fra Paolo, 1. 136
Aquinas, Thomas, i. 312.

Aurispa, Giovanni, i, 42.

* 3ap FELLOWS,” a company of
(Compagnacei), ii. 130; their
riotous conduct, 180, 183-4, 236,
300-2, 325.

Bajazet I1.; Sultan, ii. 2, 6, 87.

Bartoli, Domenico, ii. 209.

Bartolommeo, Fra, ii. 143, 336
#ote.

Basilio, Frd, i. 157.

Beaucaire, Seneschal, i. zoo.

Beauty, Nature and sources of, ii.
145-7.

Becchi, Ricciardo, ii. go, 92.
Benedict X1IV. judged Savonarola
worthy of canonization, ii. 417.
Benedetto, Fra; his own account
of his conversion to a Christian
life, 1. 345~7; arms in defence
of the convent, ii. 327, 332-3;
commanded by Savonarola to
lay down his arms, 334; his
anguish at his master’s downfall,

338, 374.

Benini, Paolg, ii. 391.

Benivieni, Girolamo, i. 79 ; ik 133,
137, 138 note,

Bentivoglio, Giovanni, of Bologna,
i. 157, 223 ; his wife’s disrespect
for Savonarola, 158; engaged
against the Pisans, ii, 7.

Berlinghieri, ii. 2¢8.

Bernardino, Frd, da Montefeltro ;
exiled for preaching against
usury, i. 128 sofe ; ii. 206,

Berti, Michele, a kinsman of Ber-
nardo del Nero, ii. 210,

Bessarione, 1. 50, 53.

Bonsi, Domenico, i. 234, 282; ii
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243, 257, 261-2, 272~3 ; becomes
one of Savonarocla’s worst foes,
284~3, 380,

Borgia, Cesare, son of Pope Alex-
ander VI, ii. 6; murders his
brother the Duke of Gandia,
198 ; his father forwards his
ambition, 413~4.

Borgia, Lucrezia, 1. 153 ; ii. 198,

Borgia, Roderigo, becomes Pope
Alexander V1., i. 24, 152; the
news of his election received
with dismay, 153; grants the
independence of 5St. Mark’s,
161-2 ; his baleful influence
upon lItaly, 193; favours the
French invasion, 199 ; changes
his views, 200-1; is induced to
grant a mandate for the removal
of Savonarola from Florence,
and afterwards to recall it, 334~
7 ; reason to fear the anger of
the French, ii. §; foul intrigues
with the Sultan, 6 ; secretly in-
triguing to get Florence into his
hands ; anger against Savona-
rola, 23; tries by cunning and
treachery to get him into his
power, 24-38 ; tries to bribe him
by the offer of a cardinal’s hat,
48 ; enraged at his resistance,
go-2, 128 ; tries to bribe the
Florentines with the promise of
the surrender of Pisa, 168 ; his
rage at their refusal, 169-70;
excommunicates Savonarola, 189;
his increasing fury against him,
247, 257, 296 ; threatens to sub-
ject Florence to an interdict,
261~3, 272-7, 284; his exulta-
tion at Savonarola’s arrest, 3403
sends two Commissioners to
Florence to examine him, and
to insure his condemnation, 380
(see Romolino and Turriano);
how he fulilled his promises to
the Republic, 413-4.

Borso, Marquess of Ferrara, i. 6
his luxurious court, 7-11.

INDEX.

Botticelli, Sandro, il. 118.

Bracci, Alessandro, in Rome, ii
169-70, 197, 261, 272-3.

Bracciolini, Poggio, i. 42.

Brescia, Sack of, i. 8s.

Brissonet, Guillaume, i. 200.

Brucioli, Antonio, ii. 417.

Brunellesco, i. 44.

Bruno, Giordano ; his daring flights
of speculation, i. 66, g5, 109.

Buonarotti, Michelangiolo, 1. 49;
ii. 143.

Burlamacchi, i. 106; ii. 132 sofe,
135-7, 256, 312 nofe.

CavLvin, JOHN, ii. 139.

Cambi, Giovanni, a wealthy mer-
chant, arrested for conspiracy,
il. 200 ; his execution, 218,

Cambini, Andrea, ii. 325 ; his house
sacked and burnt, 330.

Camerino, Gian Vittorio da, ii.
189,

Campanella, Tommaso, i. 96; re-
semblance between his philo-
sophy and Savonarola’s, g7.

Canacci, Giovanni, ii. 278, 304, 391.

Canigiani, Antonio, ii. 110, 281.

Canigiani, Carlo, ii. 304.

Capponi, Piere di Gino, sent from
Florence to the French Court, i.
201, 202 #ofe,; denounces Piero
de’ Medici before the Council of
Seventy, 217-8 ; the right hand
of the Republic, 230; one of
the syndics to treat with King
Charles, 234; a man of extra-
ordinary gifts and influence,
235-6; confronts the King with
threat for threat, and compels
him to an agreement, 239; a
better soldier than statesman,
253 ; sent against the Pisans, ii.
7, 84; counsels moderation to-
wards Rome, 91 ; killed in battle,
104-5.

Cardano's strange faith in dreams,
i. 323
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Cecco, Count, reinforces Leghorn,
ii. 110,

Ceccone, Ser, di Ser Barone, notes
down and falsifies Savonarola’s
depositions, ii. 350, 355, 391, 393
note,; also Fra Silvestro’s and
others, 371-2.

Cei, Francesco, ii. 183.

Charles VIII. of France; lays
claim to the Neapolitan throne,
i. 198, 200-3; pecuniary diffi-
culties, and degrading sacrifices,
203-4 ; excellent equipment of
his army, 205, 232~3 ; hesitation
206 ; at last his army is sent
forth, 207 ; his profligate and
imbecile conduct in Italy, 207
wishes to favour Piero de’ Medici,
226 ; his awe of Savonarola, 227,
places a garrison in Pisa, 229;
enters Florence with his atten-
dants and troops, 231-4; his
haughty and exorbitant demands,
237; is cowed by the energy of
Capponi, and yields to a reason-
able agreement, 239 ; pillages
the palace in which he had
been entertained ; is at length
induced by Savonarola to leave
the city, 242; easy conquest of
Naples, and speedy retreat, ii. 1;
outwitted by the Pope, 5,6; ap-
proaches Florence, but is refused
admittance, 7-11 ; enters Pisa in
triumph, 12 ; returns to France,
friends and foes alike disgusted,
13; abandons all thoughts of
Italy, 107 ; appealed to by
Savonarola to summon a Coun-
cil of the Church, 291~3; his
miserable death by apoplexy,
341

Cini, Francesco, ii. 404.

Cinoazi, Placidoe, i, 134.

Clement VIIL., ii. 415.

Codiponte, Stefano da, i. 156, 168.

Columbus, i. 196 ; ii. 419, 420-1.

Commines, Philippo di, French
ambassador in Venice, ii. 2; his
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interview with Savonarola, 3, 4,
140~1, 294 nicie.

Compagnacci. See* Bad Fellows.”

Condottieri, The, i. 204.

Corbizzi, Filippo, i. 328.

Cosimo de’ Medici, 1. 27.

Cosimo the Elder; rebuilds and
endows the Monastery of St.
Mark’s, i. 34-5; his care for
the Platonic Academy, 58; his
notion of government, 263 nole.

Corsini, Luca, 1. 216, 220, 283.

DaNTE, Tribute to the memory of,
i. 297.

Davanzati, Francesco, ii. 313, 327,
329.

Djem, Prince, brother of the Sultan,
a prisoner of the Pope and the
French King; his sudden and
suspicious death, ii. 6.

Domenico, Fra, da Pescia, i, 128,
160, 314 nofe, 329, 337; preaches
for Savonarola, il. 32, 39, 43, 48 ;
his entire devotion to him, 132,
289 ; * burning of the Vanities,”
132 ; accepts Francesco di
Puglia's challenge of the ordeal
by fire, 299-321 ; summoned
before a hostile Signory, 334 ;
surrenders with Savonarola, 337;
thrust into a prison cell, 339,
344 ; his unshaken testimony,
under the cruellest torture, to
Savonarola’s truthfulness, 367-
71; his innocence admitted, even
by the examiners, 306; receives
sentence of death as a joyful
announcement ; his tender fare-
well letter to the brethren of
San Domenico of Fiesole, 397;
brief interview with Savonarola,
299-400; faithful to the last,
405~6.

Dominic’s, St., order of voluntary
paoverty, i. 164.

Donatello’s ** Judith and Holi-
fernes,” i. 298,
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ErcoLE 1., Marquess of Ferrara,
.9, 11, 15, 27.

Elena, Savonarola’s mother, i. 2, 3;
sorrow for her son, 16.

Eleonora of Aragon, i. 1§, 25.

Enea della Stufa, ii. 280-1.

Eunrico, Fra, a young German,
assists in the defence of S5t.
Mark’s, ii. 332-3.

FerDINAND, King of Naples, i.

194.

Ferdinand 1. of Aragon, i. 26.

Ferdinand I1. enters Naples, ii. 12.

Ferrara, Court of, i. 6; dazling
luxury, 7; visited by Frederick

[11, 8; by Pius 1L, 9, 10; a dis-
puted succession, 11; general
corruption, 13, 1§; attacked by
the Venetians, 31-3.

Ferrara, The Duke of, Savonarola’s
true friend, ii. 87-8, 94 mote, 119,
168,

Ficino, Marsilio, i. 46 ; the friend
and instructor of Lorenzo de¢’
Medici, 49 ; his connection with
the Platonic Academy ; venera-
tion for Platoe, 58, 67; a living
dictionary of ancient philosophy,
59 ; curious mixture of Paganism
and Christianity, 6o ; Platonists
and Aristotelians, 61-2;  his
speculations concerning  Deity
and the human soul, 64-6; his
wide popularity, 08; disaffected
to the Republic, 328 ; his admira-
tion of Savonarola’s doctrines,
ii. g3; after the latter’s death
ferociously attacks his character,
411,

“iesole, Fra Giovanni da, 1. 164,

ilelfo, Francesco, i. 42.

Florence, & 30 ;5 luxurious and
profligate  condition of, under
Lorenzo de’ Medicl, 38-49;
“ Council of 1439,” 505 her day
of retribution, 212-5; meeting
of the Council of Seventy, 216
Piero de’ Medici pronounced no

e e st

longer fit to rule the State, 217;
expulsion of the Medici, 219-25;
preparations to receive the
French, 230-2; entry of King
Charles, 132-4; syndics chosen
by the Signory to treat with him,
234 ; French arrogance receives
a scvere rebuff; treaty with the
King, 237-9 ; terms of the treaty,
240; departure of the French
after much pillage and destruc-
tion of property, 242-3; difficul-
ties in organizing a Republican
government, 246-53 ; theories of
government, 2546 ; influence of
the legal class, 256-8; bafiled
efforts,and approaching anarchy,
258 ; urgent appeals to Savona-
rola, 259 ; he commends a form
of government based on the
Venetian model, 263-6; the new
constitution, 271-9o; the old
FPariamenti utterly abolished,
291~4 ; establishment of a Afonse
df Pield, 294-7; a simple Friar
swayed all Florence from the
pulpit, and always swayed it
for good, 298 ; traitors to the
Republic busily at work, 325-9;
the aspect of the city completely
changed under the influence of
Savonarola’s  preaching, 343;
contest with Pisa, ii. 7; return
of the French King, with Piero
in his train; eager preparations
for defence, 8-10; the Republic
threatened on all hands, 15-20;
reform of the carnival festivities,
44-6; an exhausted exchequer,
78 nole, 102~3; no deep religious
convictions to be discerned
among the people, 85-7 ; general
disasters, misery and {amine,
108-11 ; unexpected supplies,
115-6; again saved as if by
miracle, 123-4; “burning of the
Vanities,” 132-40, 256; severe
visitation of the plague, 201~3;
republican conflict of opinions
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and purposes, 200-17, 263-84 ;
scandalous intrigues and perse.
cutions against Savonarola, 298~
322; nearly the whole city now

turned against him, 323; the
convent of St. Mark’s attacked
by the mob, with the connivance
of a hostile Signory, 325-33;
triumph of the Signory, 339-40;
martyrdom of Savonarcla and
his two companions, amid the

eager execrations of their foes,
401-7.

Foscari, Francesco, i. 27.

Francesco, Fri, de’ Medici, ii. 326.

Frederick 111, 1. 8.

French invasion of Ttaly; their
army a model in its equipments,
i. 205-6, 232~3; successes and
profligate excesses, 207-8 ; mas-
ters of the Tuscan territory, 211 ;
take their first lesson in the art
of barricading, 231 ; their arro-
gance receives a severe rebuff,
237-8 ; pillage and destruction
of valuable property, 242-3;
obnoxious to all the governments
and peoples of Italy, ii. 1, 2.

GADDI, FRANCESCO, i. 232.

Galearzzo, Giovan; imprisoned at
Pavia by Ludovico, i. 194 ; his
suspicious death, zo07.

Galileo, i. g5 ; ii. 419.

Garzoni, Giovanni, of Bologna, i
29.

Gaza, Teodoro, in Florence, i. 52.

Ginnazzano, Mariano da. See
Mariano.

Gentile, Girolamo, i. 27.

Germany, Letters of approval re-
ceived from, ii. 257.

Ghiberti, Lorenzo, 1. 44.

Giacomini, Antonio, ii. 84.

Giannotti, Donato, 1. 253, 267, 209
ii. 84; his high opinion of
Savonarola, i. 302-3.

Gini, Girolamo, 1. 337.

Giovanni, Cardinal, Viero’s brother,

VOL. II, 29

i. 222, 224 ; a price put on his

head, 224; ii. 18; his house

sacked, =225; meditates ven-

geance on Florence, 173.

Giugni, Filippo, il. 304.

Giuliano de’ Medici assassinated,
i. 28.

Gondi, Giuliano dei, ii. 280.

Gonfalonier, Mode of electing to
the office of, i. 291 atote.

Gualterotti, Francesco, i. 282 ii.

195, 205, 218, 313.

Guarino of Verona, i. 6, 9, 42,
Guasconi, Giovanni, ii. 293, 381-2.
Guicciardini, Francesco; one of

Savonarola’s warmest admirers,
i. 143 mofe, 153, 267, 299, 3034 ;
a youth at the time of Florentine
independence, 253; ii. 84; two
speeches supposed to have been
spoken before the Great Council,
130 #mofe, 131; his testimony in
Savonarola's favour, 137 sofe.

INGHIRLAMI, BALDO, ii. 327.
Innocent VIIL, i. 82 ; death of;

transfusion of blood tried in
vain, 151.

Isabella of Aragon refuses to

submit to Ludovico’s usurpation,

i. 194.
Italy the world's preceptress, i

197 ; distracted condition of,
199 ; her military strength very
low, 204 ; French successes and
ferocity, 207-8 ; a league formed
to drive them out of Italy, ii.
1, 2.

Jurius 11., while Cardinal of St.

Piero, the mortal enemy of
Borgia, i. 203, 206 ; constant
efforts to induce King Charles
to assemble a Council of the
Church to depose him, ii. 40-1,
292.

Lanping, CRISTOFORO, i. 46, 64.
Lanzi, Lorenzo, ii. 279.
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Lazzgro, physician of Pavia, i
146.

Lecce, Fra Roberto da, 1. 136.
Lionardo de’ Medici, ii. 247.
Lionello, Marquess of Ferrara, i.

6, 7.
Lorenzo de’ Medici, i. 27 ; escapes
assassination, 28 ; surnamed

“ the Magnificent,” 28 ; his pro- |

fligate excesses, 39 ; his cor-
rupting influence on Florence,
40 ; patronage of literature and
art, 41~4 ; his personal character,
44-7 ; his hospitality to men of
genius, 47-9 ; at the meetings of
the DPlatonic Academy, 67 ;
orders Savonarola’s recall to
Florence, 86-8 ; tries in vain to
win him to himself, 129-31;
pursuades Frd Mariano to preach
against him, 133-4 ; recognizes
his utter failure, and ceases to
interfere, 135; his approaching
death, 146; sends for Savona-
rola, but dies without his abso-
lution, 147-9. See also, 168~72.

Lotti, Giovan Paolo, ii. 347.

Louis XI. of France, i. 196,

Louis XTI, ii. 381, 382 nofe, 409,

414.

Luca, Fra, d’Andrea della Robbia,
il. 327, 332

Ludovico, Duke of Milan, i. 160 ;
his ambition and craft, 193-6;
invites the French to invade
Italy, 196, 199, 203, 207; puts
himself at the head of a league
to drive them out, ii. 1, 2; per-
sonal dislike for DPiero de’
Medici, 15, 21; sends hired
assassins to attack Savonarola,
§1; an ironical letter to Savona-
rola, 88 ; invites the Emperor
Maximilian into Italy, 106-7;
circulates forged letters pur-
porting to be Savonarola’s, 119 ;
mntrigues against Florence, 214,
265, 296, 298, 351, 413; sends
letters of congratulation to

Florence on hearing of Savona-
rola’s arrest, 340-1.

Luther claims Savonarola as one
of the martyrs of the Reforma-
tion, it. 387-8.

MacCHIAVELLI, Niccond, i. 253,
267, 299 ; ii. 84 ; his praise of
Savonarola’s statesmanship, i
302 ; sarcastic account of a
sermon, ii. 268 nofe.

Madiis, Fra Sebastiano de, ii. 33.

“ Maidens’ Banks,” ii. 78 nofe.

Malatesta Sacramoro, Fra, ii. 310,
314, 325; plays the part of
Judas, 335, 337, 339, 363; sent
nto exile, 410,

Malatesta, Sigismund, carries Ple-
tho’s remains to Rimini, i 56-7.

Malipiero, Pasquale, i. 27.

Manfroni, Gian Paolo, ii. 104.

Mariano, Frd, da Gennazzano, his
popularity and ornamental style
of preaching, i. 78-9; preaches
against Savonarola, 133 ; his
complete discomfiture and bitter
hatred, 134~5 ; intriguing in
Rome, ii. 23, 167 siote, 171, 187-8;
sentenced to exile, 219 ; preaches
a scurrilous sermon against
Savonarola in Rome, 2580

Mark, St., The Monastery of, i
34-7 ; the Medicean Library
bought by Savonarola, and
added to their collection, 140-2;
the convent attacked and sacked
by his enemies, ii. 325-33; the
big bell of, taken down by the
government, and publicly flogged
by the executioner, 410,

Martini, Luca, ii. 216~7.

Maruffi, Silvestro.  See Silvestro,

Masaccio’s frescoes, 1. 44.

Maximilian I, i 197 ; invades
Italy, ii. 106-8 ; hampered,
rather than helped, by his allies,
110; shipwrecked off the Rocca
Nuova, and retires from the
enterprise, 123-4.
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Mazzinghi, Domenico, ii. 295 ; a
letter of his falls into the bands
of Ludovico, 296,

Mazzinghi, Giuliano, ii. 347.

Medici.  See Cosimo, Giovanni,
Giuliano, Lorenzo, Piero.

Mei, Francesco, ii. 120.

Michelozzi, architect of 5t. Mark’s,

1. 34
Milano, Nicecold, Savonarola’s
secretary, ii. 295.
Miniato, Ludovico da San, ii. 173.
# Morgante Maggiore,” i. 44.

Nasi, BERNARDO, ii. 282,

Nerli, Jacopo di Tanai de), i. 217,
218, 220.

Nero, Bernardo del, elected Gon-
falonier, ii. 174 ; in communica-
tion with Piero de’ Medici, 175;
arrested in Florence for con-
spiracy, 208 ; his execution, 218,

Nero, Francesco del, ii. 172.

Nero, Simone del, ii. 29s.

Niccolini, Agnolo, appeals to the
Pratica to spare Savonarola, ii.

390.

Niccolini, Jacopo, comforts Savon-
arola’s last moments, 398, 400.
Niccoli, Niccold ; his manuscripts
bequeathed to Florence, i. 34.
Niccold 111., Marquess of Ferrara,

i. 1,2, 6.

ORLANDA, FRA ANTONIO D, ii. 48.

Olivieri, a canon of the Duomo
of Florence, ii. 93.

Orsini, Paolo, sent to reinforce
the garrison of Sarzana, 1. 209 ;
his defeat, 210; attempts to de-
fend Piero from the Florentines,
219, 222 ; again employed by
Piero, ii. 15, 16,

PALEOLOGUS, EMPEROR JOHN i
50,
Pandolfini, Niccold, Archbishop of

Pistoia, ii. 91.
Papacy, Scandalous corruption of
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the, i. 24-6, 82, 151-3  See
Borgia.

Paul 11, i 24.
Paul IV.; his sanction of the

greater number of Savonarola’s
works, ii. 417.

Pazzi, Conspiracy of the, i. 328.

Pecori, murdered in Florence by
the mob, ii. 325-6.

Pescia. Frh Domenico da. See
Domenico.

Petrucci, Pandolfo, ii. 175, 206.

Phylacteries, i. 180 note.

Pico, Galeotto, of Mirandola; his
predicted fate, ii. 89, go.

Pice, G. F., ii. 244-5.

Pico, Giovanni, i. 74-6; his ad-
miration of Savonarola, 77-8,
134, 167; solicits his recall to
Florence, 86-7; at Lorenzo’s
wWeath-bed, 147, 149, 166-72 ; his
early death, 244-35.

Piero degli Alberti, ii. 179, 313,
/346, 391 )

Piero de' Medici succeeds his
father, 1. 148 ; contrast in their
intellectual characters, 149; a
hostile party formed against him,
150 ; wishes to get rid of Savon-
arola, 156-7 ; unwittingly assists
in establishing his independence,
159-62 ; refuses Ludovico's
alliance, 195; opposed by his
own cousins, 201, 208 ; his
ignominious surrender to the
French, zog-11, 212; “time to
shake off his baby government,”
217 ; driven from Florence with
execrations, 219-22 ; finds re-
fuge in Venice, 223 ; a price put
on his head, and on his brother’s,
224 ; ii. 18 ; favourably received
in the French camp near Naples,
i. 268; accompanies the King
in his retreat towards Florence,
ii. 8, g; raises forces to attack
Florence, 15 ; compelled to take
flight and seek refuge in Rome,
19 ; his profligate and unscru-



436

pulous life there, 171-2; again
endeavours to recover Florence
by force of arms, anticipating a
bloody revenge on his foes, 173 ;
again ignominiously fails, 175~7 ;
continues to intrigue against
Florence, 208, 273, 284, 413.

Pisa, Revolt of, against Florence, i
228-9; ii. 7, 8, 103; success in
battle, 104 ; the Emperor Maxi-
milian comes to their assistance,
108,

Pitigliano, Count of, i. 206.

Pius IL visits Ferrara, i. 9, 10,

Platonic  Academy, The,
Florence, i. 50-69.

Plato-worship, i, 58, 67.

Pletho, Gemistos, 1. 50 ; his Pla-
tonic convictions, 51-§; perse-
cuted for heresy, 56~7.

Poligiano, Angelo, 1. 28 ; patronized

" by Lorenzo de’ Medici, 47 ; his
praise of Fra Mariano, 78 ; his
admiration shocked, 134 ; at
Lorenzo’s death-bed, 146-7, 168~

2 ; sympathy with Savonarola,
167 ; his penitence and death,
243-5. .

Ponzo, Frd Domenico da,i. 328,

Popoleschi, Piero, ii. 263, 298, 379.

Pucci, Giannozzo, arrested for con-
spiracy, ii. 208 ; his execution,
218,

Puglia, Fri Francesco di, chal-
lenges Savenarola to the * ordeal
by fire,” 299 ; draws back from
his challenge, joo, 302, 316, 318.

Pugliese, Francesco del, ii. 295,

Pulci writes * Morgante Maggi-
ore ” at the instance of Lorenzo’s
mother, i. 48.

of

UINTINO, ANTONIO DA SAN, ii.
3 ¥
302,

Ri1aRr10, PIETRO, dissolute nephew
of Sixtus 1V, i. 25-6.
Ricasoli, Bettino da, ii. 110,

INDEX.

Ridolfi, Battista, ii. 264-5, 313,

330

Ridolfi, Niccold, arrested for con-
spiracy, ii. 209; his execution,
218,

Rieti, Tommaso da, a Dominican
friar, abusively assails Savona-
rola, i. 320. -

Rinuccini, Frate Alessandro, i. 160.

Rio's, M., defence of Savonarola,
il ¥

Roberto, Fri, da Gagliano, ii. 373,
410.

Romolino, Francesco ; Commis-
sioner sent by the Pope to en-
sure Savonarola's condemnation,
il. 381, 390, 392, 394, 396, 405,
411.

Rondinelli, Fra Giuliano, ii. 302-3,
310, 316,

Roscoe’s “ Life of Lorenzo de’
Medici”; by ne means an in-
fullible guide, i. 38 wmofe,

Rovere, Giuliano della, ii. 292,

Rucellai, Girolamo, ii. 304.

44.

SACRAMORO. See Malatesta.

Salviata, Frd Roberto, ii. 310.

Salviati, Archbishop ; the leader of
the Pazzi conspiracy, i. 28.

Salviati, Frd Francesco, ii. 314.

Salviati, Marcuccio, . 315, 319,
321.

San Gimignano, The little republic
of, i. 82-3.

Savenarola, Antonio; his defence
of, Padua,i. 1.

Savonarola, Girolame ; his parent-
age, 1. 1, 3; his childhood, 3;
early training and studies, 4, § 3
life in Ferrara, 6,9, 10, 11 ; his
grief of heart, 12~14 ; love epi-
sode, 14 ; devotes himself to the
monastic life, 15-17 ; parting
letters to his father, 17-19; his
personal appearance, 19 ; fer-
vent asceticism, 20 ; promoted to
the office of preacher ; visits
Ferrara, 29 ; has not yet learnt
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his own power, jo-1; sent to
Florence, 31, 33-4; enters the
Monastery of St. Mark, 34 ; feels
that his lot is cast among real
brethren of the soul, 36-7 1 Flor-
entine flippancy and scepticism;
thrown back once more upon
himself, 70; charged with the
instruction of the novices, 71 ;
preaches to a coldly critical
audience at St. Lorenzo, 72-3;
sent to Reggio ’Emilia, 73; an
unexpected burst of eloguence,
77 ; returns to Florence, 78 ; his
simple and rough style of preach-
ing, 79: awaiting some direct
revelation from God, 8o ; sees
many visions ; ecstasy of despair,
80-1; Lenten preacher at San
Gimignano, 82 ; his three famous
* Conclusions,” 83 ; at last finds
his true vocation, 84; impas-
sioned warnings to the people of
Brescia, 84; no longer doubts
his mission, 85 ; affectionate
letter to his mother, 85-6; re-
called to Florence, 86; fore-
bodings and visions on the way,
89 ; his reception, go; intense
excitement, for and against him,
g1 ; independent character of
his philosophical essays, 93-5,
97 ; brief account of his printed
essays, 98~106 ; prophet and
martyr of the new epoch, 108 ;
issues a series of short earnest
religious pamphlets, 110-16 ;
his carnest faith in the DBible,
117 ; its many meanings and
applications, 118 ; Divine grace
the only true guide, 120; his
method of interpretation, and of
application, 121-3; increasing
enthusiasm of his hearers, 124 ;
a terrible denunciation of the
evils of the times, 125~7; “ God
helps us marvellously,” 128 ;

reaches against manifest in-
Justice, in the palace of the

Signory, 128; gives offence to
Lorenzo ; is elected Prior of St.
Mark’s, 129; Lorenzo’s efforts
to win him to himself, 130-1;
visions and parables, 132
preached against by Frd Mari-
ano, 133-4; his triumphant
reply, 134 ; character of bhis
eloquence, 1356, 1434 ; brief
illustrations from his sermons on
St. John's First Epistle, 136-42 ;
not his habit to preach in Latin,
1445 ; summoned to Lorenzo’s
death-bed, but refuses absolution
without repentance and restitu.
tion, 147-9; two visions ot
judgment to come, 1545 ; many
medals struck in his honour, 155
nole ; journeys to Venice, Pisa,
and Bologna, 156; disturbed
during sermon by Bentivoglio’s
wife, 158 ; establishes the inde-
pendence of St. Mark’s, 159-62 ;
re-elected Priorafter the change,
162 ; establishes order and dis-
cipline in the convent, 163-7 ;
brief description of his Advent
sermons, preached as the head
of the Tuscan Congregation,
173-87; not a Protestant in
doctrine, 176~7 ; intense excite-
ment produced by the sermons,
and by the predicted invasion of
Italy, 188-g; invites “the new
Cyrus ¥ to cross the Alps, 201 ;
passionate and successful appeal
to Florence to refrain from
excesses, 214-5; is one of the
deputation to the French King,
218 ; exhorts him to deal justly
and mercifully with Florence,
226-7 ;3 the heart and soul of the
Republic, 230 (see Florence);
his influence in preserving peace,
241 ; exhoris the King to leave
Florence, and not seek to bring
ruin on the city, 242; all now
ook to him for counsel, aid, and
direction as to the future, 243-5;
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fated to be the saviour of Flor-
ence, 259, 267 ; advisesa govern-
ment on the Venetian model,
263-6 ; his extraordinary genius
for statesmanship, 260-71, 275~
8o, 298-1301 ; insidious efforts to
compass his downfall, 287;
utterly denounces any return to
the old Parliaments, 292-3; ii.
17, 18 ; his own account of the
changes in the new government,
i. 298 mofe ; amid all this seem-
ing success, the future still dark
and threatening to him, 306-7 ;
a symbeolic vision or parable of
his own life, and forebodings of
his coming martyrdom, 308-g9;
overpowering effectof his preach-
ing, so9~10; his amazing pre-
dictions, 310~11 ; ii. 49-01, 9o,
415 ; tries to account for his
strangely ecstatic condition, i.
310~24 ; his enemies begin vin-
dictively to declare themselves,
328-9; a mandate from Rome
for his removal to Lucca, 334
at the carnest intreaty of his
friends the mandate is recalled,
336 ; earncst and successful
“fforts to awaken a new and
parer life in his hearers, 337-49;
interview with Commines,French
ambassador to Venice, 1i. 3, 4
again rebukes the French King,
1o, 11; stirs Florence to pas-
sionate efforts of defence, 16-19;
being treacherously invited to
Rome by the Pope, he pleads
his serious illness and is excused,
2§-31 ; renewed enmity towards
him, ending with a command 1o
refrain from preaching, 32-9;
letters to King Charles to exert
kis authority and reform the
Church, 42 ; the decree of sus-
pension revoked, 47 ; the Pope
offers him a Cardinal's hat, on
tondition that he should change
the tone of his sermons, 48 ;

INDEX.

# Come to my next sermon, and
you shall hear my reply,” 49;
a daring defence, 50-62 ; a
vision of judgment upon Rome,
6g, 70; scurrilous attacks in
prose and verse, and eager
defences, 71-84; letters ad-
dressed to him from France,
Germany, and England, and
from many of the Italian princes,
87-90 ; preaches at Prato, g2-3;
publishes his treatise “On the
Simplicity of the Christian Life,”
94 ; rebuts the numerous charges
spread against him, 9g9-1o1;
appealed to by the Signory for
his help and influence, 112
again ventures to address the
people, 113-8; the Pope tries
to break his power, by bringing
St. Mark’s more directlyunder his
own control, 120-1 ; Savonarola
publicly condemns the proposed
change, and declines to submit
to it, 121, 3; appeals to the
Signory to keep their eyes on
the Great Council, and prune it
of evil doers and workers of
mischief, 126-8; “burning the
Vanities,” 132-40; purchases
the Medicean Library and pre-
serves it for public use in St
Mark’s, 140-2 ; his love for the
fine arts, 143-5; his high con-
ception of DBeauty, and of
Poctry, 145-54; his Spiritual
Songs, 154-60: he again, while
daily expecting excommunica-
tion, denounces the corruptions
of the Church, and calls upon all
good men to hasten to its reform,
163-8 ; a riot in the Duomo
during service, 180-5 ; letter to
the Pope, 188; Brief of excom-
munication issued, 18g; his
defence, 193 ; his care for the
sick during the plague, 201-3;
close seclusion during the trial
of the five conspirators, 21923 ;



INDEX, 439

strenuous efforts of his friends to
obtain his absolution, 224; his
minor works, and “ The Triumph
of the Cross,” 225-42; the latter
an enduring memorial of his
innocence, 244 ; denies the
validity of the excommunication,
and again preaches against the
wickedness of the times, 247
“ My doctrine is the doctrine of
godly living ; thinkest thou that
laws be made for evil?” 254
celebrates Mass on the last day
of Carnival, 255-6; his * Trac-
tate on the rule and government
of the city of Florence,” 259 ;
“( Rome ! what is it that [ ask
of thee? Only a bull to enforce
righteous living,” 260 ; feels that
the catastrophe is at hand, 269 ;
the Pope insists on his being
delivered into his hands, 272-7 ;
the Signory, in fear of the Pope’s
interdict, decide upon forbidding
him to preach, 286; his farewell
sermon, 286-8 ; again writes to
the Pope, 289 ; efforts to procure
a Council of the Church, 290-7 ;
an intercepted letter, 296 ; chal-
lenged to prove the truth of his
doctrines by the ordeal of fire,
299; scandalous intrigues and
persecutions which ensued, 300~
22 ; looking earnestly for deliver-
ance by special miracle, 307; by
the intrigues of his enemies
almost the whole city is made
hostile to him and his convent,
323 ; the mob, with the conniv-
ance of a hostile Signory, attack
the convent with fire and sword,
325-33; his effoits to prevent
further bloodshed, 328, 1333 ;
surrenders, with Frd Domenico,
to the Signory, 335, 337 ; ferocity
of the mob towards him, 338;
a prisoner in the hands of his
fues, 339; his scandalous trial,
343-66; put to the torture, 348,

352-60; impossibility of ascer-
taining how he bore himself, or
what he really said, 352, 303;
Fri Domenico’s faithful testi-
mony, 367-71 ; ignominious con-
duct of the friars of St. Mark’s,
372-6; his sacred prison medi-
tations, 382-9 ; again and again
put to the torture by the Pope’s
Commissioners, 391-5 ; sentence
of death, 395, 308 ; cravesa short
interview with his two fellow-
sufferers, 398 ; their brief,
pathetic meeting, 399, 400; his
last declaration of faith, 4o1;
his faithful martyrdom, 403-8 ;
loving tributes to his memory,
412; invoked as a martyred
saint, 416 nole, 417.

Savenarola, Michele, 2 physician

Lof high repute, i. 1, 2, 4.

Savonarola, Niccolo, Savonarola’s
father, i, 2.

Schomberg, Niccold, Conversion of,
ii. 93.

Scolari, Giorgio, i. 50, 53, 56.

Sforza, Ascanio, brother to Lu-
dovico, ii. 23.

Sforza, Francesco, i. 27.

Slorza, Galeazzo, i. 25, 27.

Sicilia, Padre Giacomo di, u.
120,

Signory, Mode of electing the, i.
200 #ole.

Silvestro, Frd, Maruffi, a somnam-
bulist and follower of Savonarola,
i. 314; il 308; suggests the
storing of arms for the defence
of 8t. Mark’s, 326; summoned
by the Signory to surrender
himself, 334 ; conceals from
them, 335-6; betrayed to his
encmies, 339, 344 ; when brought
to the torture his courage utterly
breaks down, and he is ready to
testify anything required, 371-2;
sentence of death, 395~7 ; brief
interview with Frd Domenicoand
Savonarola, 399, 400; meets his
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death with courage and calm
resignation, 405-6.

“ Six Beans, The law of the,’ i.
27786,

Sixtus IV, i 24, 26, 28; quarrels
with Ferrara, 31 ; withthe Vene-
tians, 32; his death, 33, 81.

Soderini, Paolo Antonio, i, 256;
ii. 278, 330.

Somenzi, Paolo, ii. 22, 88—,

Spini, Doffo, ii. 1380, 302, 303 nofe,
315 ; oneof Savonarola’s judges,
346- .

Strozzi, Alessandro, ii. 317.

Swiss infantry in Florence, i. 232,
238.

TELESIO, BERNARDINO, i ¢6;
ii. 419,

Tornabuoni, Lorenzo, arrested for
coréspiracy, 209 ; his execution,
218.

Tornabuoni, Lucrezia, i. 48.

Tosinghi, Tommaso, ii. 178, 193.

Tranchedino, Francesco, if. 22.

Trivulzio, Gian Giacomo, i. 206 ;
ii. 2, 5.

Turriano, Giovacchino, 1. 159 ; ii
48, 381.

UBALDINI, FRA ROBERTO, . 160,
Ughi, Fra Mariano, ii. 289, 325;
sent into exile, 410,

VALORI, FRANCESCO, heads the
Florentine revolt against Piero

INDEX.

de’ Medici, i. 221~2; one of the
syndics to treat with King
Charles, 234 ; unsuited for states-
manship, 253; elected Gonfalo-
nier; determines to increase the
number of the Great Council,
instead of pruning it, ii. 129-30;
commissioned to discover the
threads of the Piero conspiracy,
178, 193 ; at the trial of the five
conspirators, 213, 216, 218; his
cautious advocacy of Savonarola,
281 ; energetic opposition to the
persecutors, 324 ; hastens to
defend the convent of 5t. Mark
from the attack of the mob, 329;
he and his wife both murdered,
329, 330.

Vannozza, mistress of Alexander
V1., i 152,

Varona, The Bishop of, ii. 381,
403~4.

Vecchia, Giovacchino della, ii. 3153,

35.

Venice, a model Italian Common-
wealth, i. 255-6, 263-6.

Verino, Ugolino, ii. 148, 411,

Vers, Stefano di, i. 200,

Vespucci, Guidantonio, i. 234, 250,
284-6; ii. 212, 276 nole, 279, 345,
381.

Vieri d¢’ Medici, ii. 379
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