
 

This document was supplied for free educational purposes. 
Unless it is in the public domain, it may not be sold for profit 
or hosted on a webserver without the permission of the 
copyright holder. 

If you find it of help to you and would like to support the 
ministry of Theology on the Web, please consider using the 
links below: 
 

 
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology 

 

https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb 

PayPal https://paypal.me/robbradshaw 
 

 

 

 

https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology
https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb
https://paypal.me/robbradshaw
https://paypal.me/robbradshaw
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology
https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb


THE APOLOGY OF TERTULLIAN 

AND 

THE MEDITATIONS OF THE EMPEROR 

MARCUS AURELIUS ANTONINUS. 



THE 

APOLOGY OF TERTULLIAN 

Translated and Annotated by 

WM. REEVE, AM. 
SOMETIME VICAR OF CRANFORD1 MIDDL&SRX 

AND THE 

MEDITATIONS OF THE EMPEROR 

MARCUS AURELIUS ANTONINUS 

Translated by 

JEREMY COLLIER, AM. 

LONDON 

GRIFFITH FARRAN & CO. 

NEWBERY HOUSE, 39 CHARING CROSS ROAD 



Tke Rights of Translation and of Reproduction are Reserved. 



CONTENTS. 

--o--

PAGE 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES, • • vii 
PREFACE TO 11L AUll.ELIUS'S MEDITATIONS, xiii 

CHAP. 
I. THAT THE GENTILES' HATRED TO THE CHRISTIANS IS NOTORIOUSLY 

UNJUST, I 

II. CONCERNING THE MALICE AND PERVERSENESS OF THE JUDGES, IN 
THE WAY OF CONDEMNING OR ABSOLVING THE CHRISTIANS, 6 

Ill. CONCERNING THE ODIOUS TITLE OF CHRISTIAN, H 

IV. THAT HUMAN LAWS MAY ERR, AND THEREFORE MAY BE MENDED, 13 

V. THAT THE WISEST OF THE EMPERORS HAVE BEEN PROTECTORS OF 
THE CHRISTIANS, 16 

VI. THAT THE ROMANS ARE MIGHTY PRAISERS OF THE ANTIQUITY OF 
THEIR RELIGION, AND YET ADMIT OF NOVELTIES INTO IT EVERY 
DAY, 20 

VD. THAT COMMON FAME IS BUT AN ILL EVIDENCE, 24 

VIII. THAT THE CRIMES CHARGED UPON THE CHRISTIANS ARE NEITHER 
POSSIBLE NOR PROBABLE, 27 

IX. THAT THE PAGANS ARE GUILTY BOTH IN PRIVATE AND PUBLIC 
OF THE SAME CRIMES THEY CHARGE UPON CHRISTIANS, 30 

X. THAT THE GODS OF THE GENTILES ARE NO GODS, . 35 
XI. THAT THE FANCY OF MAKING GODS OF DEAD MEN IS A VERY 

FOOLISH FANCY, 38 

XII. CONCERNING THE VANITY OF IMAGE-WORSHIP, -10 

XIII. CONCERNING THE IRREVERENCE OF THE HEATHEN TO THEIR GODS, 42 

XIV. THAT THE HEATHENS DO BUT MOCK THEIR GODS IN OFFERING THE 
REFUSE AND THE VILEST PARTS OF THE SACRIFICE, 45 

XV. CONCERNING THE SHAMEFUL REPRESENTATION OF THE GODS UPON 
THE STAGE AND AMPHITHEATRE, 47 

XVI. CONCERNING THE Ass's HEAD, AND OTHER SUCH LIKE VANITIES 
CHARGED UPON THE CHRISTIANS, . 49 

xvn. CONCERNING THE GOD .OF CHRISTIANS, 53 
xvm. CONCERNING THE SEPTUAGINT, OR THE WRITINGS OF THE PROPHETS 

TRANSLATED INTO GREEK BY THE ENDEAVOURS OF PTOLEMY 
PHILADELPHUS, 55 

XIX. CONCERNING THE ANTIQUITY OF THE WRITINGS OF THE PROPHETS, 57 
XX. THAT THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE PROPHECIES IN HOLY SCRIP· 

TURES PROVE THEM TO BE GF AUTHORITY DIVINE, 59 
XXI. CONCERNING THE BIRTH AND CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS CHRIST, 61 

xxn. CONCERNING DEMONS, THEIR POWER, AND THEIR WAYS 01' OPERA-
TION, 



Vl • Contents. 

CHAP. PAr.B 
XXIII, CONCERNING THE SUBJECTION OF EVIL SPIRITS TO THE COMMAND 

OF CHRISTIANS, 74 
XXIV. THAT THE ROMANS ARE THE CRIMINALS IN POINT 01' RELIGION, 

AND NOT THE CHRISTIANS, So 
XXV. THAT THE ROMAN GRANDEUR IS NOT OWING TO THE ROMAN 

RELIGION, 82 

XXVI. THAT KINGDOMS ARE ONLY AT HIS DISPOSE WHO IS THE TRUE 
GOD, , 86 

xxvn. THAT THE GENTILES ARE SET AGAINST CHRISTIAf'IS BY THE IN-
STIGATION OF EVIL SPIRITS, 87 

XXVIII, THAT THE ROMANS HAVE THEIR EMPERORS IN GREATER VENERA-
TION THAN THEIR GODS, , 89 

XXIX. THAT THE EMPERORS MAINTAIN THE GODS RATHER THAN THE 
GODS THE EMPERORS, 90 

XXX. CONCERNING THE GOD OF CHRISTIANS, BY WHOM KINGS REIGN, 
AND THE PRAYERS OF CHRISTIANS FOR THE LIFE OF THE 
EMPERORS, • 91 

XXXI, THAT CHRISTfANS ARE COMMANDED TO LOVE THEIR ENEMIES, . 94 

XXXII. CONCERNING ANOTHER REASON OF THE CHRISTIANS IN PRAYING 
FOR THE EMPERORS, 95 

xxxrn. A FURTHER ACCOUNT OF CHRISTIAN LOYALTY, AND THEIR REFUS-
ING TO CALL THE EMPEROR BY THE TITLE OF GOD, • 96 

xxxrv. CONCERNING AUGUSTUS C)ESAR, 98 

XXXV. CONCERNING THE DIFFERENT OBSERVATION OF PUBLIC FESTIVALS 
BETWEEN THE CHRISTIANS AND THE HEATHENS, 99 

XXXVI. CONCERNING THE CHRISTIAN DUTY OF LOVING ENEMIES, • 102 

XXXVII. A CONTINUATION OF THE UNLIMITED LOVE OF CHRISTIANS, 103 

X:XXVIH. THAT CHRISTIANS CAN NEVER BE JUSTLY SUSPECTED OF DESIGNS 
AGAINST THE STATE, 1o6 

XXXIX. CONCERNING THE DISCIPLINE OF CHRISTIANS AND THEIR EMPLOY-
MENT AND WAYS OF LIVING, 107 

XL. THAT THE CAUSES OF PUBLIC EVILS ARE MOST MALICIOUSLY 
THROWN UPON THE CHRISTIANS, • II4 

xr.1. CONCERNING THE CAUSE AND REASON OF PUBLIC CALAMITIES, • rr6 

XI.11. THAT THE CHRISTIANS ARE A VERY USEFUL SORT OF PEOPLE, • rr8 

XLIII. A FURTHER VINDICATION OF THE USEFULNESS OF CHRISTIANS 
TO THE PUBLIC, 120 

XLIV. THAT THE CHRISTIANS ARE CONDEMNED MERELY UPON THE 
ACCOUNT OF THEIR NAME, 121 

XLV. CONCERNING ONE GREAT REASON FOR THE INNOCENCE OF 
CHRISTIANS ABOVE THAT OF ALL OTHER PEOPLE, 122 

XI.YI. THAT CHRISTIANS HAVE A BETTER RIGHT TO A TOLERATION 
THAN PHILOSOPHERS, 124 

XLVII. THAT THE HEATHEN POETS AND PHILOSOPHKRS STOLE MANY OF 
THEIR NOTIONS FROM THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, . 129 

XLVIII. CONCERNING THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY, 135 

XLIX, THAT THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE OUGHT NOT TO BE PERSECUTED, 
BECAUSE THE WORLD CANNOT BE WELL WITHOUT IT, 139 

L, THE CHRISTIAN TRIUMPH, 140 

THE CONVERSATION OF THE EMPEROR MARCUS ANTONIUS: A 
DISCOURSE WITH HIMSELF, 145 



BIOCRAPHICAL NOTICES. 

WITHIN the present volume we have given two of the most 
interesting and important works of the days of early Christianity. 
The one is the great Apology of the most eloquent of the early 
Fathers of the Church-" the father of Latin Christianity," as Dean 
Milman calls him ; the other is the ethical treatise of the pure­
souled Stoic Emperor, the first great general persecutor of the 
Christian Church. A few prefatory words are needed upon each, 
but the reader is referred to the previous volume of this series­
Bishop Kaye's account of Tertullian-for fuller details about him. 

The life of Tertullian is only known to us through his writings. 
He was born at Carthage about A.D. 160, and died about 240; but 
the precise dates are uncertain. He was trained as a lawyer, but 
was converted to Christianity in 192, and became a priest. He 
was married, but childless. It was probably about ten years after 
his conversion that he became a Montanist, moved, as Bishop 
Kaye believes, by the laxity of the clergy that he saw around 
him, and the longing to find a stricter life. The same learned 
writer shows that his Montanist writings are among the most 
valuable, simply because, in his unsparing attacks on what he held 
to be faulty in the practices and discipline of the Church, he 
unconsciously preserves for our information what these were. 

The work before us is the greatest of Tertullian's writings. The 
deeply religious heathen Emperor, M. Aurelius, died in I So, and 
was succeeded by his unworthy son, Commodus. He was followed 
by Septimius Severns, the first of the " Barrack Emperors," in other 
words, of those military adventurers who held the Roman Empire 
down to the days of Dioclesian, following one another rapidly, and, 
with hardly a single exception, dying violent deaths. The golden 
age of the Empire was gone, it was the iron age now. But the 
Christian Church, after a period of silent growth, after worship in 
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caves and catacombs, was now a recognised power in the Empire. 
It had a new philosophy to offer men, and a nascent literature; 
it boldly put forth its claims to obedience, and made converts among 
the rich and learned. M. Aurelius had done his utmost to crush 
it; Commodus had not done so, some of his courtiers were Christians, 
and persuaded him to leave their co-religionists alone. And Sept. 
Severns pursued in the main the same policy. 

But the African Church was an exception to the general immunity. 
Much depended everywhere on the disposition of the several pro­
consuls towards the faith. There had been laws in existence 
against it ever since the days of Nero, and it depended altogether 
on the various governors whether these laws should stand in abey­
ance or be put in vigorous exercise. There were by this time many 
thousands of believers in Africa ; and now heathen fanaticism, 
which had been long smouldering, broke out. The priestesses of 
the " Dea Ccelestis " had raised seditious mobs, and allied heathens 
and Jews had destroyed Christian churches, and rifled and 
desecrated their burial-places. Caricatures of Christ were paraded 
through the streets, and the usual ridiculous charges of incest and 
cannibalism were brought against his disciples. It was all this 
which produced Tertullian's Apology. 

He first addresses himself ( chaps. i.-vi.) to this general argument, 
that the rulers at Carthage are persecuting a body of men, who are 
undeserving of condemnation. Trajan's counsel to Pliny, that 
Christians were not to be sought out, but if brought before him 
were to be punished, as the apologist rightly maintains, was 
illogical and confused. But the present action of the governing 
power was yet worse; it was persecuting a religion which confessedly 
was a strong agent in the reformation of popular morals. He then 
goes on to state what are the charges brought against Christians, 
and to assert their falsity (vii.-ix.), then takes them in detail. First, 
"sacrilege" and "treason.'' He meets the first by declaring that 
the gods of the heathen are no gods (x.-xv.), and then by demon­
strating that Christians have a devout worship of their own, and 
profound reverence for Hirn whom they recognise as their God, 
and in doing this he refutes certain calumnies which have been 
brought against this worship (xvi.-xxiii.). These chapters are full 
of information concerning early Church customs. He goes on to 
say that it is the heathens and not the Christians who are really the 
impious, and that it is not true that Christians are enemies of the 
Commonwealth, seeing that the greatness of Rome owes nothing to 
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its heathen faith. And he retorts upon them the charge of impiety 
by declaring that they hold Cresar in greater dread than they d~ 
their gods, whilst the Christians pray to their God for Cresar's 
welfare, though they will not pay that Cresar lying honour. Then 
our apologist, dealing with details, argues passionately and grandly 
on behalf of a body of men who do not take vengeance for the 
wrongs that they are suffering. It has been many a time within 
their power to have raised the whirlwind against the government, 
but they have refrained; but they are strong in the knowledge of 
their coming victory. And he demands that therefore they should 
at once be admitted amongst the licensed "sects." Gathering 
strength as he is carried along on the stream of his majestic 
eloquence, and with the consciousness that he is gaining the better 
of his opponents at every turn, he breaks out into a magnificent 
peroration, partly of the deepest feeling, partly of withering scorn, 
and ends in a climax of impassioned and confident appeal. 

The author of the present translation, as I learn from a letter 
sent to me by the present Rector, was Rector of Cranford from 
1694 to 1726. 

MARCUS AURELIUS ANTONINUS, who was Emperor of Rome from 
A.D. 161-180, was the noblest and purest of all who wore the purple. 
He came of a noble race, his two grandfathers had both been 
consuls. He was a favourite with the Emperor Hadrian from in­
fancy ; and whereas his father's surname was V erus, Hadrian 
familiarly called the child "Verissimus" from his disposition ; and 
further, when he adopted Antoninus Pius as his heir, he made it 
a condition that he in turn should adopt the father of the young 
Aurelius. The boy's father dying early, his education was carried 
on by his grand:ather, who assiduously sought out the best te::i.chers 
that were to be found; and thus it was that M. Aurelius was trained 
as a Stoic. As he grew up he justified the expectations that were 
formed of him, attending strictly to all duties committed to him, 
and never yielding to the temptation to subordinate them to the 
studies that he loved. .Antoninus Pius, on becoming Emperor, 
A.D. 138, bestowed his daughter upon him, and on his death was 
succeeded by him, at the urgent request of the Senate, for Aurelius 
was unwilling. 
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It is strange to see how this gentle and thoughtful man became 
the most systematic persecutor which the Church had ever yet 
had. He had acquiesced in the toleration excerised by his two pre­
decessors, but now he went to work on system to destroy the Christian 
faith. Under him were martyred Polycarp, Blandina, Pothinus, and 
the other martyrs of Lyons, and Justin Martyr. The Stoic philo­
sophy under which he was nurtured, and of the better aspect 
of which he is the noblest example, had many points of union 
with Christianity (see Jerome, Comm. on Isaz"ah, cxi.), but there 
were also strong divergences. Primarily, there was the conviction 
of the Stoic that man has in himself the power of becoming virtuous, 
to which the Christian· opposed the declaration, Without Christ we 
can do nothing. And the practical outcome of the two philosophies 
proved the Christian in the right. The Stoic strove to free him­
self from the general debasement, and was blessed, as every man is 
blessed from above who strives honestly. But he saw himself 
surpassed in morality and fortitude by the Christian, who succeeded 
where he failed. It is remarkable to notice, in the histories both 
of Greece and Rome, that no greatness was reached, no signal 
services to the State were rendered, by any disciple of the Stoic 
creed. Athens produced many great men, Sparta none. And as 
the Stoic saw himself distanced in that which he had made a sincere, 
though futile endeavour to win, he became embittered, and hated 
the Christians as his rivals. The very tranquillity with which 
Aurelius trained himself to regard the sorrow and pain of life, was 
irritated by the Christian eagerness to convert the world to the 
faith and the promises of the world to come. What he believed only 
possible to the philosopher, they declared to be offered to all ; 
theirs was a gospel to the poor and unlettered, and it was an offence 
to him. Then the unworthiness of some of its professors then, as 
now, caused the name of Christ to be blasphemed, and the very 
virtue of Aurelius embittered him the more against those who, 
holding aloft a high standard, were living unholy lives. Moreover, 
the time was one of great physical calamities. Inundations, earth­
quakes, famine, pestilence afflicted the empire to a degree never 
before known. Added to these troubles, there were wars all along 
the frontier; the Britons were in insurrection, the Parthians in­
vaded the Eastern border, as did the Germans the regions of the 
Rhine and Danube. The Epicurean atheism, which had passed 
muster as the fashionable religion, was kindled by these calamities 
into furious fanaticism ; it was the Christian superstition which had 
roused the wrath of the gods. It is noticeable that the year 166, 
which was known as the "annus calamitosus," was the year of the 
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persecution under which Justin suffered And when the Christians 
under persecution went fearlessly to death rather than sacrifice to the 
gods, when they spoke of these gods with contumely, when some in 
their untempered zeal exulted in the signs of the times as indicating 
the judgments of God upon heathenism, all this inflamed their 
persecutors to yet wilder frenzy. 

But, setting aside the judicial blindness of Aurelius in this matter, 
we can recognise fully his patriotism, his singleness of purpose. 
" Humanly speaking," says our own Jeremy Collier, " nothing less 
than such a person as he could have preserved the State in this 
tempestuous and distressed time." 

It was in the year 17 4 that the Emperor and his army were saved 
as by a miracle from perishing of thirst He was engaged in 
warfare against the Quadi, north of the Danube. Under the burn­
ing sun, with no water discoverable, the army was ready to die. 
Suddenly a great storm arose. The rain came down in torrents, 
and not only were the agonies of the Romans removed, but the 
lightning flashes terrified their enemies, who turned and fled. To 
this day it is matter of controversy whether the assertions of Chris­
tian writers are borne out by fact, that the deliverance was owing 
to the Christian prayers. " God," so the Captain of the Guards is 
said to have told the Emperor in the midst of the extremity, 
" never de.nied anything to the Christians, and he had a great 
number of them in one of his legions." Therefore the Emperor 
had them summoned before him, and desired them to pray to 
their God for him. And they did so, and were heard. Tertullian 
in his Apology speaks of a letter of the Emperor which he has 
seen which bears out this statement, and there is no reason to 
question his veracity, though the letter is not forthcoming among 
the Emperor's writings. There is one which is sometimes printed 
after Justin Martyr's Apology, but it is now certainly pronounced 
to be not genuine. We must leave the question unsolved. 

The Emperor was not suffered to enjoy the peace and meditation 
which he desired ; for his fate was to make war to the very end. 
He died at Vienna in the midst of a campaign against the Germans. 

As we have adopted Collier's translation, it seems only fair that 
we should give his estimate of the Author in his Preface. 

The reader may remember that Collier was a conspicuous divine 
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of the time of the later Stuarts. His first Church preferment was 
the living of Ampton, Suffolk, which he resigned to hold the 
Preachership at Gray's Inn. At the Revolution of 1688 he was 
deprived as a non-juror, and in 1696 was outlawed for giving Church 
absolution to two of the plotters against King William. He did 
not, however, trouble himself about it, but resided in London, and 
supported himself by his literary labours. Of these the greatest is 
his Church History. The work before us belongs to the same 
period of his life. He died in 17 26. W. B. 



PREFACE TO M. AURELIUS'S MEDITATIONS. 

BY THE TRANSLATOR. 

A WORD or two of preface concerning the Emperor's principles 
and person may not be amiss. 

1. As to the Stoics, notwithstanding their advantage of other 
sects, they were not without their mistakes. For instance, they 
believed a plurality of gods, that the soul was a part of the deity, 
and that their wise man might dispose of himself, and make his life 
as short as he pleased. These, with some other less material errors, 
I have marked in the margin. 

It is true, it is objected against the Stoics, that they allowed no 
degrees in ill practice, but made all faults equal; that they held 
compassion an infirmity, and would not suffer it in the character of 
an improved philosopher; that the happiness of a wise man depended 
purely upon himself, and that there was no necessity of addressing 
a superior being. 

To answer this charge, Monsieur D'Acier observes that Zeno's 
opinion (the founder of the sect) was fair and defensible in these 
points : that he. was misunderstood by some of his scholars, and 
unreasonably strained up to the letter. But there is no need to 
insist any further upon justifying, for I do not remember our 
author is at all i:oncerned in this matter. 

To proceed, therefore, to the Emperor with reference to his book. 

His thoughts, then, are noble and uncommon, and his logic very 
true and exact. He generally flies his game home, seldom leaves 
his argument till he brings it to a demonstration, and has pursued 
it to its first principles. Seneca has a different manner, and moves 
more by start and sally. He flashes a hint in your face and 
disappears, and leaves you to carry on the reasoning and master 
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th~ subject as well as you can. This looks like an apparition of 
philosophy, and is sometimes more surprising than instructive. 
(Though this remark has no reference to the excellent English 
abstract, which is differently managed from the original.) But as 
for the Emperor, he charges through and through, and no difficulty 
can stand before him. His reason is no less irresistible than his 
arms, and he loves to conquer in his closet as well as in the field. 
There is a peculiar air of greatness and gravity in his discourses. 
He seems to think up to his station, and writes with that 
magnificence of notion, as if he believed himself obliged to exceed 
other authors, as much in the vigour of his mind as in the lustre 
of his fortune. 

He appears to have thought to the bottom of his argument, and 
to have had a comprehensive view of the world, of the interest and 
relations of society. Hence it is that his morality is so particularly 
serviceable and convincing, that his sentences are so weighty, and 
his reasoning so very just. By thus digging to the foundation, he 
is in a condition to assign everything its true grounds, and set every 
duty upon its proper basis. Further, the great probity of this prince, 
his fortitude, and the nobleness of his mind, gave freedom and spirit 
to his thoughts, and made him exert for the service of principle and 
truth. Besides, he seems to have been born with a prerogative of 
nature, blessed with a superior genius, and made up of richer 
materials for sense and virtue, than other people. These advantages, 
together with an improved education, raised him to that pitch of 
majesty and distinction, and made his pen almost equal to his 
sceptre. 

How does he despise the pursuits of fame and the glittering 
objects of ambition! And that in no empty rhodomontades and 
tumour of expression. No, he pulls off the paint, discovers the 
inward coarseness, and brings such evidence of the insignificancy of 
these things, that he perfectly commands the reader's assent, and 
forces him into his own opinion. Now an emperor's argument 
against a fondness for pleasure or power comes better recommended 
than from a private philosopher ; for in this case a man speaks from 
experiment, and disputes against the privilege of his condition. 
Here the usual pretence of envy or ignorance is out of doors, and 
nothing but dint of reason could drive him upon so unacceptable 
a conclusion. 

The generosity of his principles are no less remarkable. He 
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shows the iniquity of a selfish temper; that ill-nature is a contra­
diction to the laws of Providence and the interest of mankind, a 
punishment no less than a fault to those that have it. All the great 
offices of humanity, justice, and acquiescence, are enforced with 
unusual advantage; his turns of reason being often as surprising 
for their strength as for their novelty. In short, abating for some 
of the errors above mentioned, he seems to have drawn up an 
admirable scheme of natural religion ; and which is still more 
commendable, he practised his maxims upon himself, and made 
his life a transcript of his doctrine. He was so great a lover of 
truth and clear dealing, that he would rather have lost his empire 
than strained a principle. Indeed, falsehood and legerdemain sink 
the character of a prince, and make him look like a royal juggler. 
Public character and common good, as they call it, are no sufficient 
defence in such cases. Sixtus the Fifth, who must be allowed a 
great man, used to say, that it was short thinking which made 
conscience impracticable, and politics fall foul upon morals ; that 
if statesmen were well qualified and worked their heads, there 
would be no occasion for latitude and insincerity. Reason without 
doubt, well managed, would fence against inconvenience much 
better than craft. In earnest, it would be a very hard case, and a 
great reflection upon Providence, if men .could not be happy 
without breaking their faith and blemishing their honour. How­
ever, to say nothing more, some people are too lazy to be honest. 
But this custom apart, there is no necessity to make reasons of 
State incompatible with the laws of justice; our Emperor is a noble 
instance to the contrary. • For never were the functions of peace 
and war better performed, the subjects • more easy, and the empire 
more flourishing than under this prince ; and yet it was none of his 
way to indulge his politics, and warp in the least from his notions. 
It was his constant practice as well as his rule-if it is not just, 
never do it; if it is not truth, never speak it. 

As to the Emperor's way of writing, if any one objects against his 
sometimes coming over again with the same thing, he may please 
to consider that this prince did not take philosophy for mere 
diversion and amusement. Instruction was his main design. 
Upon this view it was not improper to repeat the stroke, to make 
the impression go deeper. The prejudices the Emperor disputes 
against are inveterate, and not to be removed without difficulty. 
And if one dose will not cure the patient, why should not the bill 
be made up again? If this rule holds in medicine, why not in 
morality? Are not people's understandings as valuable as their 
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health ? And is not a disease in the passions much worse than 
one in the constitution? And, after all, when the matter is closely 
examined, the ground of the objection will in a great measure 
vanish. For when the Emperor does come over with an old thing, 
it is his custom to improve upon it. He repeats, but it is for 
advantage to the argument, and his latter thoughts are generally 
supplemental to the former. He either extends the notion or re­
inforces the proof, or gives a new turn of strength and beauty to the 
expression. And thus the reader is always a gainer by the bargain. 

In translating the author, I have made use of the quarto edition 
published in 1697. In which, besides Gataker's annotations, I had 
the assistance of Monsieur D'Acier's remarks, turned into Latin by 
Dr. Stanhope. As for his French translation, I never saw it till 
some time after my own was finished, and part of it printed off. 
However, one thing I shall observe, which is the only use I have 
made of Monsieur D' Acier's translation. It is his remark upon 
Sect. 6, Book i., where, citing Pollux, he tells us that the Romans, 
in imitation of the Greeks, used to fight quails for divination as 
well as diversion, and had a fancy their own fortunes might be 
prognosticated by the success of the battle. This piece of supersti­
tion, I confess, was more than I was aware of, and yet, by the 
context, the Emperor seems to have bad it in his view. 

One word more of the Emperor's style, and I have done. Now 
his way of expressing himself is extraordinarily brief. His words 
are sometimes over-burdened with thought, and have almost more 
sense than they can carry. Indeed, it was part of his character to 
write in this concise manner, for neither the Emperor nor the Stoic 
would allow of any length of expression. Besides, he wrote chiefly 
for himself, which makes him still more sparing in his language. 
He sometimes draws in little, writes his meaning as it were in 
shorthand, and does not beat out his notions to their full propor­
tion. To which I may add, that sometimes the height of his 
subject carries him almost out of sight; for there is an obscurity 
in things as well as in language. For these reasons it is no wonder 
if we find his sense now and then a little perplexed. And therefore, 
where I was afraid the reason might possibly be at a loss, I have 
endeavoured to direct him right by a note in the margin. I have 
likewise in some few places ventured to throw in a word or two, 
to make the text more intelligible. But when this liberty was taken, 
I have been always careful to speak the Emperor's mind, an<l keep 
close to the meaning of the original. 



TERTULLIAN'S 1 APOLOGY 

ON BEHALF OF THE CHRISTIANS. 

CHAPTER I. 

THAT THE GENTILES' HATRED TO THE CHRISTIANS IS NOTORIOUSLY 
UNJUST. 

IF you, the guardians of the Roman empire,2 presiding in the very 
eye of the city, for the administration of public justice; if you must 
not examine the Christian cause, and give it a fair hearing in open 
court; if the Christian cause is the only cause which your lordships 
either fear or blush to be concerned for in the puhlic; or lastly, if 

' Q11inlus Stplimiu.r Florens Tertullia1111s. These several appellations suffici­
ently distinguish our Tertullian from Tertullus the consul, Tertylianus the 
civilian, and Tertullinus the martyr, with which our apologist is sometimes 
confounded. The prrenomen Quintus may perhaps be given upon the account 
of his being the fifth child of his parents. He was called Septimius, because 
descended from the Gens Septimia, a tribe of quality among the Romans, being 
first regal, afterwards plebeian, and last of all consular and patrician; Florens, 
from some particular family of that house, so called ; and Tcrtullianus from 
Tertullus, perhaps his father, as Octavianus from Octavius, Septiminus from 
Septimius, etc. 

Romani lmperii A11tistites in ipso Jere vertice Civitalis pr{l!sideutes ad 
judicandum. Ilaronius is of opinion, Bar. 201, that this Apology was written at 
Rome, and not at Carthage, wherein he is generally followed, but not by 
Pamelius, as the author of the notes upon Du Pin too hastily charges him, nor 
by Dalix, Du Pin, Dr. Cave, or Tillemont. Baronius's reason for this opinion 
is that Tertullian often speaks as being at Rome, and that he addresses in these 
words, To the Roman Senate. But these words neither prove it to be writtrn at 
Rome, nor presented to the Senate of Rome, for they are with much better rea~on 
applicable to the proconsul and governors of Africa ; for he says they preside m 
vertice Civitatis, and our apologist never calls Rome by the name of Civitas but 

A 
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your odium to this sect has been too much fermented by your late 
severities 1 at home upon your Christian servants, and you bring this 
domestic ferment into the courts of judicature ;-if these, I say, are 
the bars in our way to justice, be pleased at least to tolerate thus 
far, to let truth wait upon you in private, and to read the Apology 
we are not suffered to speak. 

We enter not upon defence in the popular way,2 by begging your 

Urbs. He speaks likewise of Rome and the Romans as being neither in their 
city nor amongst them ; cap. 9, 21, 24, 35, 45. And speaking of the cruel and 
sanguinary devotions of the heathen in many places, especially, says he, in 
illd Religiosissimd U,·be ./Eneadarum p~orum, etc., by which undoubtedly he 
means Rome ; and the manner of the expression plainly determines him not 
to be there at the time of his writing ; for had he been at Rome at this 
time he would have said in hac Urbe, and not in ilia Urbe, cap. 9. And 
in the same chapter, recounting the bloody rites in the Scythian worship, he 
urges,-But I need not go so far as Scythia, for we have now at this day as 
barbarous ceremonies at home, that is, at Carthage. Besides, cap. 45, he speaks 
of the proconsul as the sovereign magistrate, and every one knows the proconsul 
to have been the premier magistrate of Africa, and to have had his residence at 
Carthage. Moreover, it is very probable that he addressed to the governors of 
Africa, and not to the Senate of Rome,-firstly, because there is not one word of 
the senate in this whole Apology; secondly, because, cap. 45, he lashes those to 
whom he wrote, for endeavouring to gain the good graces of the proconsul, by 
signalizing their cruelty against the Christians; and thirdly, because he con• 
stantly gives them the title of prresides, cap. 2, 9, 30, 50, a title very much 
affected by every officer under the proconsul of the province. And neither 
prresides nor proconsul were titles that did belong to any magistrate of Rome; 
for in danger of war in the provinces, the prrefecti Cresariis were chosen by the 
emperor himself, and sent to reside in the metropolis, but the proconsuls were 
chosen by lot after their consulship, into the several provinces. And therefore 
Dio expresseth Claudius his restoring Macedonia into the hands of the senate, by 
,..,,.,~u" ,,,,,., "¥ """Po/, he put it to the choice of the senate again. Dio, His. 
lib. !vii. So that we are not to understand Antistites Imperiito be the same with 
Pontifices, according to Zephyrus, nor by vertice Civitatis the capitol, according 
to Rigallius; though it is likely he might mean the Byrsa of Carthage, according 
to that of Silius Italicus : 

Quasivitque diu qua tandem ponerit arce 
Terrarum /or!u11a caput--

1 DomesticisJudiciis. By these words I understand with Rigaltius the 
severities exercised at home by the presidents upon their domestics and children 
for turning Christians, which private severities contributed very much to prejudice 
and exasperate them, even in open court, against the Christians in general. 

2 Deprecari. It is a law term, and properly signifies to intercede with the 
king for pardon, or to plead with a judge in excuse of the criminal, according to 
that of Tully, pro Ligario, f.?noscite Judices, erravit, lapsus est, non putavit, etc. 
But here the Christian advocate pleads only for rigid justice, as the martyr Justin 
had done before him. He understood the Christian cause too well, to think it 
stood in need of oratory, and the arts of excusing. Vid. A. Gell. lib. vi. cap. 16, 
concerning the sif;nification of the ,vord Deprecor. 
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favour, and moving your compassion, because we know the state 
of our religion too well to wonder at our usage. The truth we 
profess, we know to be a stranger upon earth, and she expects not 
friends in a strange land ; but she came from heaven, and her abode 
is there, and there are all our hopes, all our friends, and all our 
preferments. One thing indeed this heavenly stranger warmly pleads 
for in arrest of judgment, and it is only this, that you would vouchsafe 
to understand her well before you condemn her. And what can the 
laws suffer in their authority by admitting her to a full hearing? 
Will not their power rise in glory for the justice of a hearing? But 
if you condemn her unheard, besides the odium of flaming injustice, 
you will deservedly incur the suspicion of being conscious of some­
thing that makes you so unwilling to hear-what, when heard, you 
cannot condemn. 

First, therefore, we lay before you ignorance as the chief root 
of your unjustifiable bitterness to the Christian name; and this very 
ignorance, which you may flatter yourselves with as a title to excuse, 
is the very thing that loads your charge, and binds the heavier 
guilt upon you. For show me a grosser piece of iniquity than for 
men to hate what they understand not, supposing the thing in 
itself deserves to be hated ; for then only can a thing deserve from 
us to be hated when we are apprised of its deserts. If not acquainted 
with the merits of the cause, what can we possibly urge in the 
defence of hatred which is not to be justified by the event, or 
because the passion may happen to be right, but by the principle 
of conscience upon which it is founded? 

When, therefore, men will thus be hating in the dark, why may 
not the blind passion fall foul upon virtue as well as vice? So that 
we argue against our adversaries upon two articles, for hating us 
ignorantly, and, consequently, for hating us unjustly. And that 
you hate us ignorantly (which still, I say, does but aggravate your 
crime) I prove from hence, because all who hated us heretofore 
did it upon tht• same ground, being no longer able to continue our 
enemies than they continued ignorant of our religion ; their hatred 
and their ignorance fell together. 

Such are the men you now see Christians manifestly overcome 
by the piety of our profession, and who now reflect upon their live, 
past with abhorrence, and profess it to the world ; and the numbers 
of such professors are not less than they are given in ; for the 
common cry is, the city is infested, town and country overrun with 
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~hristians. And this universal revolt in all ages, sexes, and qualities 
1s lamented as a public loss ; and yet this prodigious progress of 
Christianity is not enough to surprise men into a suspicion that 
there must needs be some secret good, some charming advantage 
at the bottom, thus to drain the world and attract from every 
quarter. But nothing will dispose some men to juster thoughts, 
or to make a more intimate experiment of our religion. In this 
alone human curiosity seems to stagnate, and with as much com­
placency to stand still in ignorance as it usually runs on in the 
discoveries of science. 

Alas! how would poor Anacharsis 1 have been struck at such 
proceedings, to see the very judges of religion entirely ignorant of 
the religion they condemn, who looked upon it so absurd for the 
rewards of a fiddler to be adjudged by any but the masters of the 
science. But such are our enemies, that they choose to indulge 
their ignorance merely for the growth of their hatred; foreboding 
within themselves that what they hate without knowledge may 
chance to be a thing of so lovely a nature, that should they come 
to know it, they would be in danger of losing their hatred; whereas 
hatred is not to be kept a moment longer than it has justice on its 
side: if so, spare not, not only give a present loose to your re­
sentments, but also persevere in a passion thus seconded and 
strengthened by the authority of justice. 

But it is objected that the number of Christians is no argument 
of the goodness of their cause. For how many change from better 
to worse ? How many deserters to the wrong side ? And who 
denies this ? But yet, are any of those men, who are pressed away 
to sin by the violence of appetites, are they hardy enough to appear 
in the defence of wickedness, or appeal to public justice for the 
patronage of notorious evil? For every evil is by nature dyed in grain 
with shame and fear. The guilty hunt for refuge in darkness, and 
when apprehended, tremble; when accused, deny; and are hardly 
to be tormented into a confession; when condemned, they sink 
down in sadness, and turn over their number of sins in confusions 
of conscience, and charge the guilt upon the stars or destiny; 2 

1 Anacharsis. See his life in Diog. Laertius. 
2 Fato vet Astris imputant. Guilt is an ugly, frightful, and uneasy thing; and 

this it was that put men al first upon contriving an expedient how to satisfy their 
conscience, in spite of their sin ; and the expedient was this, to lay the blame 
upon fate, or the stars, or anything but themselves. Predestination in the rigid 
sen~e is not one jot better than fate in the sense of the Stoics. And thougl1 it 
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unwilling to acknowledge that as their own act which they acknow­
ledge to be criminal. 

But do you see anything like this in the deportment of 
Christians? Not one Christian blushes or repents, unless it be for 
not having been a Christian sooner. If a Christian goes to trial, 
he goes like a victor, with the air of a triumph; if he is impeached, 
he glories in it; if indicted, he makes no defence at bar ; when 
interrogated he frankly confesses, and when condemned returns 
thanks to his judges. 

What a monster of wickedness 1 is this, that has not one shape or 

occasioned at one time so much feud and bitterness all about us, and the con­
troversy ordered by authority to die, yet it is now again revived,1 as the ramparts 
and bulwarks of Christianity, and the rarest contrivance in the world, to make 
us not only almost but altogether one kirk; for which, no doubt, the doctor 
expects the thanks of the united nations. The generality of the clergy he stig­
matizes apostates, for being assertors of free will ; and if so, what will become 
of the Fathers of the first four centuries, I cannot tell. Sure I am, poor Justin 
Martyr is an apostate with a witness, Apo!. i. sec. 54. But if the doctor would 
but follow his own advice, that is, in one word, let us be moderate, and give his 
brethren hard reasons instead of hard names, it would make much more for 
union, I dare say, than his doctrine of predestination; which should it take 
effect, we should not have one criminal that goes to be hanged, but, as Tertullian 
says, would be cursing his stars, and laying all the fault upon destiny, that is, 
God. 

1 Quid l,oc ma/i tsl, qU1Jd na/11rali'a mali 11011 ha bet? Naturaiia is the s:tme 
here as Nat11ra, for he says, Quod hoe ma/um est in quo 11atura mali cessa/? ad 
Nat. p. 461. But that which is more remarkable is, that here we have an 
admirable descrietion, and a most sensible proof, both of the truth and the 
P.ower of the Chnstian religion ; for did ever any impostor set up a religion so 
111 calculated to the passions and relish of mankind ? Di<l he ever propose a 
doctrine to the world, without one worldly motive to recommend it, without one 
external comfort to hope for, or one arm to defend it? Di<l Judas discover the 
secret when he betrayed his Master? or had it been a cheat, woul<l the traitor 
have hanged himself for his treason? Was there ever such a noble army of 
martyrs, who died so calmly and deliberately, and expressed so much innocence, 
so much joy and assurance in their sufferings, as they did? So that either we 
must suppose Christ to have been the shallowest of impostors (which the wisdom 
of His precepts will not admit) to set up a religion so ungrateful to flesh and 
blood, without any visible force or reward to maintain it; and withal, that good 
part of the world, of all sorts and sizes, h~ppened luckily to be stark staring mad 
for sufferiqg, and to continue so for above 300 years together ; or else we m11s1 

suppose that Christ came down from heaven, and that the sufferers had all the 
reason imaginable to believe it, and therefore by help of divine grace, and the 

1 John Edwards, D.D., his sermon upon the Union, May 11 1707, entitled 011e 
Nation a,id one King. 
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featur~ of wickedness belonging to it? Nothing of fear, or shame, 
or art~fice, or repentance, or the desponding sighs of criminals 
attendmg on it. ·what a strange-natured evil or reverse of wicked­
ness is this ! that makes the guilty rejoice, and ambitious of 
accusation, and happy in punishment. Nor can you charge these 
odd appearances as the effects of madness, since you are altogether 
unacquainted with the powers of the Christian religion. 

--o--

CHAPTER IT, 

CONCERNING THE MALICE AND PERVERSENESS OF THE JUDGES, IN 
THE WAY OF CONDEMNING OR ABSOLVING THE CHRISTIANS. 

BUT if it is resolved we must be guilty, pray what is your reason for 
treating us differently from other criminals? For it is a rule in law 
that where the case is the same, there the procedure of court ought 
to be the same also. But when we and heathens are impeached 
upon the same articles, the heathen shall be allowed the privilege 
of the council, and of pleading in person for setting off his inno­
cence, 1 it being against law to proceed to sentence before the 
defendant has put in his answer; but a Christian is permitted 
nothing, not to speak what is necessary, either to justify his cause, 
defend the truth, or prevent the injustice of his judges. On the 
contrary, nothing is attended to in his trial, but how to inflame the 
mob, and therefore the question is about his name only, and not 

power of conviction, they despised everylhing here Lelow for the joy that was 
set before them. This argument is likewise prosecuted by Amobius, adv. Gent. 
lib. ii. p. 21, as a mighty instance of the divinity of the Christian faith, that in 
so short a time it should be too hard for the wisdom and pleasures of the world, 
and work so wilh men of the greatest parts and learning, and of the greatest 
fortunes, as lo make them part with their notions and estates, and submit to any 
torments rather than part with the Christian faith ; and that the Gentiles did not 
think it advisable to venture their skin for their doctrine. That Plato, in his 
Academy introduced a dark and ambiguous way of delivering his opinions, for 
fear of going the way of Socrates. And Origen tells Celsus that Aristotle quitted 
Athens, and left his philosophy to shift for itself, as soon as he understood that 
the Athenians intended to call him to an account. So little could philosophy 
prevail against self-preservation. 

1 Quando nee liceat indefen.ros et inauditos damnan'. He alludes to: the 
law de .RetJuir. Reis, made by Severus a little before the publication of this 
Apobgy. 
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the nature of his crime : whereas if you sit in judgment upon 
another criminal, and he pleads guilty to the indictment, suppose 
of homicide, sacrilege, incest, or rebellion (to instance the common 
heads of your libels 1 against us), upon such confession, I say, it is 
not your method forthwith to proceed to sentence, but you have 
patience to examine the nature of the fact in all its circumstances, 
viz.-the place, the time, the manner, and the accomplices of the 
action: but in the trial of a Christian, all these forms of justice are 
overruled. But let me tell you, would you acquit yourselves with 
any_ appearance of equity, you ought on both sides to be equally 
severe in the examination of fact, and see to the bottom of those 
reports, so frequently and so falsely thrust upon us. For instance, 
to bring in a true list of how many infants every Christian has 
killed and eaten, what incests committed in the dark, what cooks we 
had for the dressing these children's flesh, and what pimping dogs 
for putting out the candles.2 

Oh ! what immortal glory would a proconsul gain among the 
people, could he pull out a Christian by the ears that had ate up a 
hundred children! But we despair of any such glorious discovery, 
when we reflect upon the edict against searching after us. For 
Pliny the second,3 in his proconsulship of Asia, having put many 
Christians to death, and turned others out of their places, and 
being still astonished at our numbers, sends to the Emperor Trajan 
for orders about proceeding for the time to come; alleging withal 
that for his part, after the strictest inquiry, he could fin.d nothing 
more in our religion, but obstinacy ·against sacrificing to the gods, 
and that we assembled before day to sing hymns to God and Christ, 

1 UI de vulri'.r Elogiis loquar. Elogium is a civil law term which frequently 
occurs in this author, particularly lib. ad Scap. de cor. /',[ii. cap. 5, etc., and is 
the same among the civilians as Epislo/,z, Notoria, Relatio11es, a libel or declarn­
tion, setting forth the crimes of the person indicted; it was provided by the law 
de n1slo et exhi. Reon,m, 11e quisquam pu111'a/11r ex EpiJlolis et Adis I'c1la11ei 
d minoris Judic,'.r. And therefore Pudens, who had a mind to favour the 
Christians, sent back a Christian prisoner because there appeared ngninst him 
no witness or proc,f, but the Elogium, or epistle from nn inferior judge. l'udms 
missi,m tu/ se Christia1111m, in Elogio co11rnssio11e ejus i11tellccta dimisil, Scisso 
eodem Elo.tio sine accusalore negans se audit11n1111 hominem ucu11du111 1111111dat11111. 
Vid. Gab. Albaspin., not. ad Scap. 

9 For a fuller explication of this pnssagc, nnd the foundation of this horrid 
slander, see my notes upon Justin Martyr's Apology, Apo!. i. sec. 35. The dogs 
which are said to be tied to the candlesticks, and to have crusts thrown them 
just beyond the reach of their string, in order to make them leap and strain 
and pull down the candles, are by Tertullian, cap. 7, called Lumim,m Eversorts 
tl Lenones, which to follow bis own biting way I translate pimping dogs. 

3 Vid, Plin. Epist. lib. x. ep. 97. 
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and to confirm one another in that way of worship ; prohibiting 
homicide, adultery, fraud, perfidiousness, and all other sorts of 
wickedness. Upon which information Trajan writes back, that 
such kind of men as these were not to be searched after, but yet 
to be punished if brought before him. Oh perplexity between 
reasons of state and justice! he declares us to be innocent, by 
forbidding us to be searched after, and at the same time commands 
us to be punished as criminals. What a mass of kindness and 
cruelty, connivance and punishment, is here confounded in one 
act! unhappy edict, thus to circumvent and hamper yourself in 
your own ambiguous answer! If you condemn us, why do you give 
orders against searching after us? And if you think it not well to 
search after us, why do you not acquit us? Soldiers are set to 
patrol in every province for the apprehending of robbers, and every 
private person justifies taking up arms against traitors and enemies 
to the commonwealth; and moreover is obliged to make inquiry 
after all the conspirators ; but a Christian only is a criminal of 
that strange kind, that no inquiry must be made to find him, and 
yet when found may be brought to the tribunal; as if this inquiry 
was designed for any other purpose but to bring offenders to 
justice. You condemn him therefore when brought, whom the 
laws forbid to be searched after; not that in your hearts you can 
think him guilty, but only to get into the good graces of the people, 
whose zeal has transported them to search him out against the 
intention of the edict. 

This also is very extraordinary in your proceedings against us, 
that you rack others to confess, but torment Christians to deny : 
whereas, was Christianity a wicked thing, we, no doubt, should 
imitate the wicked in the arts of concealment, and force you to 
apply your engines of confession. Nor can you conclude it need­
less to torture a Christian into a confession of particulars, because 
you resolve that the very name must include all that is evil. For 
when a murderer has confessed, and you are satisfied as to the fact, 
yet you constrain him to lay before you the order and circumstances 
of the whole action. And what makes the thing look worse yet 
is, that notwithstanding you presume upon our wickedness, merely 
from our owning the name, yet at the same time you use violence 
to make us retract that confession, that by retracting the bare name 
only, we might be acquitted of the crimes fathered upon it. But 
perhaps I am to imagine your excessive tenderness to be such, 
that you are willing to acquit the very persons you conclude the 
greatest villains in the world; and perhaps it may be your custom 
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to say to a murderer, "deny the murder," and to command the 
sacrilegious to be put to the rack for persevering in his confession 
of sacrilege. 

But now, if your process against us and other criminals is 
notoriously different, it is a shrewd sign you believe us innocent; 
and that this very belief of our innocence is the spring which sets 
you at work for our deliverance, by forcing us to deny our name, 
which though in justice you know you cannot, yet for reasons of 
state you must condemn. A man cries out upon the rack, I am 
a Christian; you hear him proclaim to the world what really he 
is, and you would fain have him say what really he is not. That 
ever judges, who are commissioned to torture for the confession of 
truth, should abuse it upon Christians only, for the extortion of a 
lie I You demand what I am, and I say I am a Christian; why do 
you torture me to unsay it? I confess, and you rack on ; if I 
confess not, what will you do? If other malefactors deny, it is 
with difficulty you believe them; but if Christians deny, you acquit 
them at a word. Certainly you must think yourselves in the wrong 
for such proceedings, and be conscious of a secret bias upon your 
judgments, that makes you run thus counter to the forms of court, 
the reasons of justice, and the very intent of the laws themselves. 
For if I mistake not the laws are very express, that criminals 
should be discovered, and not concealed ; and that upon confession 
they should be condemned, and not acquitted. The acts of the 
senate and the edicts of the emperors prescribe this. These are 
the maxims of that government you are ministers of, and your 
power is defined by these laws, and not arbitrary and tyrannical. 

Tyrants indeed have no respect to the proportions of justice in 
the distributions of punishment, but apply tortures at pleasure. 
But you are restrained by law; and to apply them only for the 
confession of truth, preserve this law in full vigour, and for the end 
it was made. For if the accused confess, it is absurd to put them 
to the questior,; the law of tortures is answered, and you have 
nothing to do in this case but to consider the nature of the fact, 
and punish it accordingly. For every malefactor is a debtor to the 
law, and to be wiped out of the public accounts 1 upon paying his 

1 Debito pa:na nocens expungendus est. This is a very familiar phrase with 
our author, and the ground of it is this. The executioner had a roll of the 
names of the condemned, and the punishment they were to suffer ; and a 
criminal being a debtor, when he had paid his punishment was expunged, or 
crossed out of the roll: and so dare Armas is to pay the pain an offender owes 
to the public. 
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punishment, and not discharged merely upon the confession of his 
fault. No judge attempts openly to acquit a criminal barely upon 
his pleading guilty, nor can he justify a thought of so doing; 
and therefore no one can be justly served with torments to deny, 
when the law was designed only to make him confess. 

You look upon a Christian as the sum total of iniquity, a despiser 
of the gods, emperors, laws, morality, and, in one word, an enemy 
of human nature; and yet this is the man you rack, that you may 
absolve, because without racking ·him into a denial of his name 
you cannot absolve him. This, or nothing, is prevaricating with 
the laws; you would have him plead not guilty, for you to pro­
nounce him innocent, and discharge him from all past crimes, 
whether he will or no. But how can men be so perverse as to 
imagine that he who confesses a thing freely is not more to be 
credited than he who denies it by compulsion? Or cannot a man 
speak truth, without the help of a rack? And being absolved upon 
a forced denial of his religion, he must needs conclude such external 
applications of cruelty, very foolish things for the conversion of the 
mind, when in spite of all these impressions upon his body he 
finds himself still a Christian in his conscience. 

Since therefore you treat us differently in everything from other 
criminals, and what you chiefly push at is the destruction of our 
name (and we ourselves destroy this, by doing what the heathens 
indulge themselves in)-since this, I say, is the main thing you con­
tend for, you cannot but see that our name is the greatest crime 
in our indictment; in the persecution of which name, men vie 
hatred, and are ambitious to excel each other in malice; and this 
emulation is the chief reason why they are so stedfast in ignorance; 
therefore they devour all reports of us without chewing, and are so 
averse to any legal inquiry, for fear these reports should prove to 
be false, which they would have pass for true, that the hated name 
of Christian might be condemned upon presumption, without the 
danger of a proof; and that the confession of this name might 
serve for a sufficient conviction of the crimes charged against it. 
Hence it is that we are tortured against law for confessing, and 
tormented on for persisting in that confession; and against law 
absolved for denying, because all the dispute is about our name 
only. 

But after all, when you proceed to judgment, and read over the 
table or catalogue of crimes you pass sentence against, why do you 
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mention the Christian only? Why do not you mention the murder, 
the incest, and the rest of that train commonly imputed to us? 
We alone are the persons you are ashamed to condemn, without 
signifying the actions you condemn us for; if a Christian is accused 
of no crime, the name surely must be of a strange nature to be 
criminal in itself only I 

--()--

CH APTER III. 

CONCERNING THE ODIOUS TITLE OF CHRISTIAN. 

WHAT an unaccountable thing is it for so many men to blindfold 
themselves on purpose to fall foul upon Christianity! And to such 
a degree that they cannot talk about the noted probity of any 
Christian without allaying his character with a dash of his religion ! 
Cajus Sejus (says one) is a very good man, but-he is a Christian. 
I will tell you what (says another), I wonder that Lucius the philo­
sopher is all of a sudden turned Christian. And none has sense 
enough in his passion to put the question right, and argue in this 
manner. Is not Caius so good, and Lucius so wise, merely from 
the influence of their religion? Or was it not the probity of one, 
and the wisdom of the other, that prepared the way, and brought 
them over to be Christians? 

Thus indeed they praise what they know, but vilify what they 
know not; they blot the fairest examples of virtue shining in their 
very eyes, because of a religion they are entirely in the dark about ; 
whereas certainly, by all the rules of reason, we ought to judge of 
the nature of causes we see not, by the effects we see, and not 
pre-condemn apparent goodness for principles we understand not. 
Others, discomsing of some persons, whom they knew to be 
vagrants, and infamously lewd before they came over to our 
religion, drop their praises upon them in such a manner, that they 
~tigmatize them with their very compliments ; so darkened are they 
with prejudice that they blunder into the commendation of the 
thing they would condemn. For (say they) how wanton, and how 
witty was such a woman ! how amorous and frolicsome was such 
a young gentleman ! but now they are Christians: thus undcsignedly 
they fix the amendment of their lives upon the alteration of their 
religion. 
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Some others are arrived to that pitch of aversion to the very name 
of Christian, that they seem to have entered into covenant with 
hatred, and bargained to gratify this passion at the expense of all 
the satisfactions of human life, acquiescing in the grossest of 
injuries rather than the hated thing of Christian should come 
within their doors. The husband, now cured of all his former 
jealousy by his wife's conversion to Christianity, turns her and her 
new modesty out of doors together, choosing to dwell with an 
adulteress sooner than a Christian; the father, so tender of the 
undutiful son in his Gentile state, disinherits him now when he 
becomes obedient by becoming a Christian; the master, heretofore 
so good to his unfaithful slave, discards him now upon his fidelity 
and his religion. So that the husband had rather have his wife 
false, the father his son a rebel, the master his servant a rogue, than 
Christians and good : so much is the hatred of our name above all 
the advantages of virtue flowing from it. 

Now, therefore, if all this odium arises purely upon the account 
of our name, pray tell me how a poor name comes to be thus to 
blame, or a simple word to be a criminal? Unless it be that the 
word is barbarous, or sounds ominously, reproachfully, or obscenely. 
But Christians is a Greek word, and means nothing more than a 
disciple of Christ, which by interpretation is the Anointed; and 
when you misname it Chrestian 1 (for so far are you from under­
standing our religion, that as yet you know not our true name), even 
then it implies nothing worse than a benignity and sweetness of 
temper; thus outrageous are you at the sound of a name as inoffen­
sive and harmless as those who bear it. But do men use to let 
loose their passions at this rate against any sect merely from the 
name of its founder? Is it a new thing for scholars to be named 
from their masters? Is it not from hence that philosophers are 
called Platonists, Epicureans, Pythagoreans, etc.? Do not the Stoics 
and academics derive their names from the porch or academy,2 
the places where they meet and discourse together? And do not 

1 Sed et cum perperam Chrestia11us pronunciatur a vobis. Sec the notes 
upon Justin's First Apo!. sec. 3, concerning the word Chrestus; I only add here 
that Marcellus Donatus conjectures this Chrestus to have been some seditious 
Jew called by that name, for which he produces several inscriptions wherein that 
name occurs, but not one wherein it is given to a Jew, which ought first to have 
been produced to justify his conjecture; hut the Christian apologists prove it 
a mistake beyond dispute. Vid. Donat. Dilucid. in Sueton. in Claud. cap. 
25. 

' Stoics from i:;.,.,,., a porch or gallery. 
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phy,;icians glory in the title of their Erasistratus,1 and grammarians 
in that of Aristarchus? 2 • And are not even cooks themselves not a 
little proud of the name of Apicius? 8 Nor in any of these instances 
are you offended with the name transmitted from the founder of 
the sect; but if you could prove any sect to be vicious in principle, 
and consequently the author of it to be so too, there is reason enough 
to hate the name upon the account of both. In a word, before we 
give entertainment to hatred against any sect whatever, upon 
account of its name, we ought in the first place to have competently 
examined the nature of the institution, and traced out its qualities 
from the author, or the author from them ; but both these ways of 
inquiry are quite neglected, and our enemies storm and fire at a 
word only. Our heavenly Master and His heavenly religion are 
both unknown, and both condemned, without any other considera­
tion but that of the bare name of Christian. 

-o--

CHAPTER IV. 

THAT HUMAN LAWS MAY ERR, AND THEREFORE MAY 

BE MENDED. 

THUS far I have been something severe, as it were, by way of 
preface, to make men sensible if I could of the injustice of the 

1 Erasistratus. This physician is mentioned by our Tertullian, lib. do au. 
cap. 15; Pliny fixes his life, An. urb. cond. 450, lib. xiv. cap. 7, and mentions 
his school, lib. :a:. cap. 9, and again, lib. xxix. cap. 2, makes him the cliscipl<' 
of Chrysippus, and Aristotle's daughter's son, who for the cure of King Antiochus 
had of his son Ptolemy a fee of an hundred talents. 

~ Aristarchus. A noted grammarian of Alexandria, Arislotlc's contemporary, 
tutor to the son of Ptolemy Philometer, celebrated by Tully, ad Af'pium 
Pulckn,m, lib. iii. epist. 11, for distinguishing the genuine verses of Ilomer, 
and so likewise by Ovid :-

Corrigere at res est tanto magis ardua, quanlo 
llfagnus Aristarcko major Ho111erzis erat. Ov. Pont. 

Ancl so again by Horace, ad Pisones, 
Arguet ambigu~ dictum, mutanda 110/abit, 
Fid Aristarckm. 

3 Apicius. An epicure of famous memory, sLyled by l'liny Nepotum 011mi11J11 

a/tissimus Ct1rges; and so again by Juvenal:-
Quid enim mnjore cacl,i11110 

E:xcipitm· vu(~i, ,;uaJ/1 pauper Apicius? 
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public odium against us ; and now I shall stay awhile upon the 
subject of our innocence. And here I shall not only refute t,he 
objections against us, but retort those very objections against the 
objectors themselves, to let the world see that Christians are not 
the men they take them to be, nor sullied with those crimes they 
are conscious of in themselves ; and to see also whether I can 
make our accusers blush, not by charging them in general, as the 
worst of men accusing the best, but supposing us both upon the 
level of iniquity. I shall touch upon all the particulars we are 
taxed with for committing in private, and for which we are publicly 
branded as immoral, superstitious, damnable, and ridiculous; 
these very crimes, I say, which you grant we have not the forehead 
to do without the protection of darkness, we find our enemies 
hardy enough to commit in the face of the sun. 

But because we meet you with unanswerable truth at all your 
turnings, your last resort is to the authority of the laws, as more 
inviolable than truth itself; and it being so frequently in your 
mouths, either that nothing ought to be revoked after once con­
demned by law; or that your sworn obedience is a necessity upon 
your actions, weightier than that of justice. I shall first enter 
upon the obligation due to human laws with you who are the sworn 
protectors of them. 

First then, when you rigidly insist upon this, that Christianity 
is against law, and prescribe against dispensing one jot with the 
letter upon any considerations of equity, this, I say, is acting 
iniquity by law; and you sit rather like tyrants than judges of a 
court, willing a thing to he unlawful, because you will, and not 
because it is so. But if your will is regulated by the measures of 
good and evil, and you forbid a thing because it ought to be 
forbidden, then certainly, by this rule of right reason, you cannot 
license evil, nor forbid the obligations of doing good. If I find 
a prohibition issued out against the laws of nature, do not I 
conclude such a prohibition to be invalid? Whereas, if the matter 
of it be lawful, I never dispute my obedience,1 nor think it strange 

1 Quod si ma!um esset,jure prohiberet. Here we have the measures of obedience 
due to human laws briefly stated by Tertullian: "For," says he, "where nothing 
is commandecl, either against the law of nature, or the positive law of God, I 
never dispute my obedience." Had the primitive Christians refused obedience 
to the civil magistrate, in matters indifferent, Christianity, humanly speaking, 
had never been a national religion, and if our dissenting brethren would be 
decided by this rule, and, according to Tertullian, comply with the mai::istrate's 
comman<ls, in everything not unlawful in itself, or with respect to the plain 
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if 'your laws are sometimes in the wrong, since they are but the 
composures of men, and not the commands of God. Is it so 
straµge to see mortals out of the way in making laws, and wiser 
upan experience, and repealing what they once approved? Did 
notlthe laws even of Lycurgus suffer amendments? Was. not their 
sev~rity sweetened by the Spartans, and better accommodated to 
civil use? And did not this alteration go so near the great law­
givks heart that he quitted his country in a pet, and pined himself 
to death, being his own judge and his own executioner? Does not 
yo11r experience light you every day to the mistakes and rubbish of 
antiquity? And have you not cut down a huge and horrid wood of 
old laws, and planted the new edicts and rescripts of the emperors 
in their stead? Did not Severns, of all the emperors least given to 
change, lately alter the Papian law,1 vainly solicitous about the 
propagation of children before the time allowed for matrimony by 
the Julian law without any respect to the venerableness of antiquity? 
And insolvent debtors, by the laws, were to be chopped in pieces 
by their creditors; i but these sanguinary statutes were by succeed­
ing ages repealed, and the capital punishment commuted into a 
ruark of infamy, together with the sale of their goods, it being 

Word of God, they woald then, and not till then, fulfil the apostle's injunction of 
doing all that is possible, aad as much as lieth in them to live peaceably with all 
men. But if the magistrate cannot lawfully command in things where neither 
the natural nor the positive law of God interpose to the contrary, he can 
command in nothing, because such things only can be subject to his disposal. 

1 Vaniuimas Papias leges fJUIZ anle liberos mscipi cogunl, quam Jui. Af<1lr. 
conlr. Concerning these laws, see Rigaltius and Pamelius upon this place. 
But that which I remark is, that Scaliger would infer from the followin~ words 
that this Apology was not composed till o. little o.fter the death of Severns, because 
it is said, hen' Sevenu, de., exdusit; but I confess I cannot see why lately 
repealin~ may not agree to a living prince as well as a dead one. But l shall 
show this opinion to be evidently a mistake of Scaliger in the sequel of this 
Apology. 

~ J11dicalos retro in partes secari a Creditoribus Leg,·s ~nmt. Here he evi­
dently alludes to the law of the twelve tables, cap. viii. de nexis; for thus it 
runs, Terh'is nundinis capile ptznas luito, aut tram Tiberim peregrt ilo, est si 
plures erunl rd, lertiis n11ndinis. Partis. secanlo. si. plus minus. ve. secuenml. se. 
(ra11de. eslo. The meaning of which, as it is explained hy A. Gellius, /l'od. All. 
lib. xx., is this: Debt was a captital crime by law, ancl the creditor might either 
have the life of the insolvent, or send him beyond Tibur to be solcl for a slave ; 
but if the insolvent was indebted to more than one, the creditors might cut him 
into pieces in proportion to every one's debt. And this barbarity he justilics 
only by the end and design of the lawgivers, which was not so much to punish 
as to prevent men from running into debt by the severity of the punishment, for 
he tells us he never read of one debtor dissected, Quoniam uevilia isla Pa·11,e 
contemni ,um quita est,' hut for bonds and imprisonment rogues value them not, 
and run in debt continually. 
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looked upon better to put the offender to open shame than to Yet 
out his blood for debt. And how many laws think you aretill 
behind which want revising, that are not valuable for their nu er 
of years, or the dignity of their founder, but upon the accoun of 
justice only? And therefore if they are found not to be accorging 
to this standard are deservedly condemned, although we are c;on­
demned by them. And if they punish for a mere name, they}' re 
not only to be exploded for their iniquity, but to be hissed off he 
world for their folly. But if the laws are to take cognizanc , of 
actions only, why are we punished for the name of our sect, wqen 
no others are so punished ? I am guilty of incest, or have killecj a 
child, suppose, why don't you make inquiry after my crimes, and 
extort them from me by confession upon the rack? I have injured 
the gods or emperors, why am I not to be heard on these points? 
Surely no law can forbid the discussion of what it is to conde!l11'l, 
because no judge can justly proceed to sentence before he is well 
apprised of the illegality of the fact; nor can a citizen justify his 
obedience to a law, while he apprehends not the quality of the 
action it is to punish; for it is by no means sufficient that a law be 
good in itself, but that goodness also must be made appear to him 
who is to put it in execution; and that law is much to be suspected 
that does not care to be looked into, but is notoriously tyrannical, if 
after it is looked into would reign a law still in defiance of reason. 

--o--

CHAPTER V. 

THAT THE WISEST OF THE EMPERORS HAVE BEEN PROTECTORS 
OF THE CHRISTIANS. 

BuT to see the rashness and injustice of the laws against us, let us 
cast an eye back upon their original, and we shall find an old 
decree,1 whereby the emperor himself was disabled from consecrat-

1 Vetus erat Decretum ne qui Deus ab Imperatore consecraretur nisi a Sma/11 
probatus. Rigallius mentions something- like this extant in the fragments of 
Ulpian, and Parnelius gives the decree "itself from Crinitus de hon. discipl. lib. 
x. cap. 3. Separatim nemo sit habms Deos novos sive .lldvenas, nisi p11b/ia 
adscitos privatim co/unto. By virtue of this ancient decree it was that the 
people, notwithstanding any edicts of the emperors to the contrary, persecuted 
the Christians. Vid. Eus~b. Hist. lib. ii. cap. 2. Where upon the account given 
by Pontius Pilate, Tiberius applied to the senate to make him a god. 
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ing a new god, without the approbation of the senate. M. iEmilius 
learnt this with a witness, in the case of his god Alburnus.1 And 
this makes not a little for the honour of Christianity, to see the 
heathens in consult about making gods ; and if the god is not 
such a deity as they like, he is like to be no God for them. 
Strange ! That the god is first to pray the man to be propitious, 
before the man will allow of his godship. By virtue of this old 
decree it was that Tiberius,2 in whose reign Christianity came into 
the world, having received intelligence from Judea about the 
miracles of Christ, proposed it to the senate, and used his pre­
rogative for getting Him enrolled among the number of their gods. 
The senate, indeed, refused the proposal, as having not maturely 
weighed His qualifications for a deity; but C::esar stood to his 
resolution, and issued out severe penalties against all who should 
accuse the worshippers of Christ 

Consult your annals, 8 and there you will find Nero 4 the first 
emperor who dyed his sword in Christian blood, when our religion 
was but just arising at Rome ; but we glory in being first dedicated 
to destruction by such a monster : for whoever knows that enemy 
of all goodness will have the greater value for our religion, as 
knowing that Nero could hate nothing exceedingly, but what was 
exceedingly good. A long time after, Domitian, a limb of this 
bloody Nero, makes some like attempts against the Christians; but 
being not all Nero, or cruelty in perfection, the remains of struggling 
humanity stopped the enterprize, and made him recall the Christians 
he banished. The Christian persecutors have been always men of 
this complexion, divested of justice, piety, and common shame; 

1 De Deo mo Alburno. This Alburnus is mentioned, lib. adv. Marcio11, cap. 
18, and seems to have been consecrated in the consulship of M . .tEmilius, an. 
urb. cond. 638. He was called Alburnus from a mountain in Lucania of the 
same name. 

Est Lums silari circum, ilicibusq.; virentem 
Plurimus Alburnum volitans, etc. Virg. Geo. 3. 

~ Tib.-rius ergo, wjus ltmpor, nomen Christianum in ftzw/w11 iutroivit. This 
is to be understood of the resurrection of Christ, when the Christian faith rirst 
began to be published to the Gentile world. 

' Co11sulile commmtarios vestros. He alludes to the annals of Tacit us, lib. xv., 
or rather to Suetonius in the Life of Nero. 

' C{l!san'a110 gladio primum ferocisse. It is agreed upon by all writers, that 
the first general persecution began under Nero, as likewise that the second did 
under Domitian; for that in Judea and Samaria, mentioned in the Acts, 
cap. viii., was but a particular persecution in some parts only, and not set on 
foot by the Gentiles but the Jews. • 
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upon whose government you yourselves have set a brand, and 
rescinded their acts,1 by restoring those whom they condemned. 

But of all the emperors down to this present reign, who under­
stood anything of religion or humanity, name me one who perse­
cuted the_ Christians. On the contrary, we show you the excellent 
M. Aurelms for our protector and patron; for if you look into his 
letters,2 you will find him there testifying that his army in Germany 
being just upon perishing with thirst, some Christian soldiers which 
happened to be in his troops, did by the power of prayer fetch 
down a prodigious shower to the relief of the whole army ; for 
which the grateful prince, though he could not publicly set aside 
the penal laws, yet he did as well, he publicly rendered them in­
effectual another way, by discouraging our accusers with the last of 
punishments, viz. burning alive. 

Reflect a little now, I pray you, upon the nature of these laws, 
which only the most consummate villains in impiety, injustice, 
filthiness, folly, and madness ever put in execution against us ; 
which laws Trajan 3 in part evacuated by his edict against searching 
for Christians; and neither Hadrian 4 the inquisitive, whose genius 

1 Quos et ipsi damnan consuestis. The edicts of Nero and Domitian both 
were rescinded by the senate, and Nerva their successor. But the old law was 
still in force, which forbade the worshipping of any new god, without the 
apfrobation of the senate. 

Si Litera Marci Aure!ii requirantur. This rescript of Marcus Aurelius you 
will find annexed to Justin's First Apo!o/{y,· and though it is disputable whether 
that rescript be genuine, yet it is evident beyond dispute, both from Justin and 
Terlullian, that there was such a rescript in favour of the Christians. 

3 Quas Trajanus e:,; parte fi7tstratus est. It is not without good reason that 
Tertullian says in part evacuated, for the third persecution commenced under 
Trajan. It is true, indeed, he published no general edict against the Christians, 
but the manner of his answer to Pliny (vid. Plin. lib. x. ep. 103, p. 633, 
wherein, as Tertullian smartly remarks, the rescript did combat, and contradict 
itself, in forbidding Christians to be searched after, and yet punished when 
found) was abundantly sufficient to reinflame magistrate and people, who were 
ready to take fire upon the least encouragement against the Chr_istians. Besides, 
he issued out solemn edicts to his officers to suppress all pnvate cal,als and 
associations; and this occasioned fresh searches after ChrisLians, and prevented 
their ordinary assemblies. Vid. Plin. ep. 35, 99, 123; ep. 104, p. 632. In 
this reign, strict inquisition was made after all the descendants from David, a_nd 
Simeon, 1,ishop of Jerusalem, was therefore taken up and murdered .. Euseb. hb 
iii. cap. 32, p. 104. And though this was a very grievous persecution, yet was 
it not universal. Euseb. lib. iii. cap. 33, p. 105, cap. 32, p. 103. 

• Quas 1wl!us Adrianus. Sulpicius Severus, and he alone, places the fourth 
persecution under Adrian. Vid. Sulp. lib. ii. cap. 45, p. 150. But whatever 
this persecution was, it is plain from Tertullian and Melito, bishop of Sar<lis, 
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no doubt led him into the curiosities of our religion, nor Vespasian,1 

who must know something of it too by conquering the Jews, nor 
Pius, 2 nor Verus 3 ever took the advantage of the laws against us; 
and therefore were we Christians, in truth, the worst of men, you 
cannot think we should have been thus spared, and protected.· 

vid. Euseb. lib. iv. cap. 26, p. 148, that it was not occasioned by any imperial 
edict. Adrian was initiated in all the Grrecian rites, and especially in the 
Eleusinian Mysteries, which St. Jerome remarks as the principal cause of this 
persecution, Adr. vii. p. II. He was extremely addicted to judicial astrology, 
and to all sorts of divination, even to magic, Dio, lib. 69, p. 793, insomuch that 
he is severely censured by the heathens themselves for his extravagant supersti­
tion, Amm. lib. xxv. p. 294. And if magic raised a persecution under Valeri­
anus, who in the beginning of his reign was so great a friend to Christians, and 
whose family so abounded with men of piety, that his house seemed to be the 
church of God, Euseb. lib. vii. cap. 10, we need not wonder that this black art 
should have the same influence upon Addan. But this persecution was happily 
put an end to, by the Apologies of Quadratus and Aristides, Euseb. lib. iii. 
cap. 37, p. 209. The eloquence and reason of these two apologists was 
seconded by a letter from Serenius Granianus, proconsul of Asia, Euseb. lib. iv. 
cap. 8, p. 122, and many other governors followed this example, Euseb. lib. iv. 
cap. 13, p. 127. Adrian, unable to resist these just and pressing solicitations, 
wrote to Minucius Fundanus, Granianus's successor, not to punish a Christian 
but upon good proof of some crime against the public; and to punish the false 
accuser just as the Christian should have been had he been found guilty. This 
rescript was very famous among the ancients; it is celebrated as very advantage­
ous to the Christian cause, not only by Eusebius in his Chronic., but by S. Severns 
lib. ii. cap. 45, p. 150, by Orosius, lib. vii. cap. 12, and annexed hy Justin to his 
Apolo_zy, and translated into Greek by Eusebius, lib. iv. cap. 9, p. 123. 

1 Nullus Vespasianus. Vid.Joseph. de Bell.J11,l. lib. iii. iv. v. vi. vii. 
2 Nullus Pius. This was Antoninus, to whom Justin Martyr addresses his First 

Apology, and whose rescript to the commons of Asia he annexes to it, and is 
translated into Greek by Euseb. lib. cap. 13. And though there was no edict ol 
Pius out against the Christians, yet by the authority of the olcl decree, they 
suffered very much in many places, which occasioned J ustin's .ffrst Apolo,1;y. 

• Nullus Verus. It is a matter of some difficult}" to determine who this 
emperor was, for the cognomen Verus was given to M. Aurelius as well as to 
Lucius. Vid.Jul. Capitol. in vit. M. Aure/ii. But it is most probable that M. 
Aurelius was the emperor, especially if Lucius Verus was dead before the per­
secution, as some imagine, Nicephor. lib. iii. cap. 14. And it is observable, that 
Athenagoras dedicates his Apology lo M. Aurelius and Lu. Commodus, and not 
to Lucius Verus. However this be, certain it is that this was a most bloody 
persecution, in which Polycarp and Justin, and the martyrs of Vienna and Lyons 
were put to death; the reading of the prophets, and the sibyls, anti whatever 
else might serve the Christian cause was forbidden, says Justin, upon pain of 
death, Apo!. i. sec. 59. This is counted the fourth persecution by all but 
S. Severus, who calls it the fifth. But then it is observed by Eusebius, lib. v. 
cap. 1, that it was set on foot, not by any edict of Aurelius, but by popular 
tumult. If we read Severus instead of Verus, as Pamel1us is most inclined 1,,, 
then is it evident that when this Apology was written, Severns had issued out 
no edict against the Christians. 
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against law, by the best of princes, and struck at root and branch 
only by our brethren in iniquity. 

--o--

CHAPTER VI. 

THAT THE ROMANS ARE MIGHTY PRAISERS OF THE ANTIQUITY OF 
THEIR RELIGION, AND YET ADMIT OF NOVELTIES INTO IT 
EVERY DAY. 

BuT now I would argue the case a little with these scrupulous 
gentlemen who are such mighty sticklers for the observation of old 
laws; I would know whether they themselves have religiously 
adhered to their forefathers in everything, whether they quitted no 
law, nor have gone one step out of the ancient way. Nay, whether 
they have not made ineffectual some of the most necessary and 
proper rules of government ; if not, what is become of those 
excellent laws for the bridling luxury and ambition? Those laws 
which allowed not above a noble 1 for an entertainment, and but 
one hen, and that not a crammed one, for a supper. Those laws 
which excluded a senator the house, as a man of ambitious designs, 
for having but ten pound weight of silver plate in his family; which 
levelled the rising theatres 2 to the ground immediately, as semin­
aries only of lewdness and immorality; and which under severe 
penalties forbade the commons to usurp the badges and distinctions 
of the nobility. But now I see the enormous entertainments, with 

1 Centum a:ra non amp!ius. This was the Le,;i Liciuia vel Fa1111ia called 
Centussis, according to that of Lucilius, Fanni Centussique mise//os. Vid. A. 
Gell. lib. ii. cap. 24. To what Zephims in his paraphrase, and Pamelius in his 
notes, have said concerning the sumptuary laws, and against canvassing for places, 
[ add, that C. Orchius the third year before Cato was censor, preferred a law 10 

moderate the number of guests only. Twenty-two years after, C. Fannius being 
consul, enacted another for moderating the expenses of ordinary feasts, allowing 
not more dents assibus. Licinius Crassus revived the Fannian law. The Lex 
Cornelia, and the Lex Antia, were to the same purposes of frugality. Whoso­
ever desires to see more de Legibus Sumptuariis et de Ambitu, may read Shu. 
conviv. lib. i. cap. 3; A. Gell. lib. ii. cap. 24; Macrob. Salum. lib. iii. cap. 
17; Alex. ab A/exan. Genial. Di. lib. iii. cap. 2, p. 685, tom. i., and likewise cap. 
17, p. 755. 

" Theatra stuprandis 111oribus orientia statim. destrucbant. P. Cornius Nasica 
after the second Punic war demolished the theatre as the school of wickedness 
and effeminacy. Vid. Alexand. ab Alex. tom. i. lib. iv. cap. 25, p. II93. 
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new names from their extravagance; a centenarian supper, so called 
from the hundred sestertias expended on it, that is about seven 
hundred and eighty-one pounds five shillings for a meal; and I see 
mines of silver melted into dishes, not for the table of senators 
only, for that would be tolerable, but for such fellows as are but 
just made free, and hardly out of the lash of slavery. I see also 
theatres in abundance,1 and all indulgingly covered over. The 
hardy Lacedemonians, I suppose, were the first authors of this soft 
invention, for fear Venus should take cold in the winter without a 
covering; and that odious heavy cloak of frieze, which in time 
of war was to screen the Spartans from the injuries of weather, 
was chiefly designed no doubt to defend the Romans at the 
enjoyment of their sports. Moreover, I see now no difference in 
habit between a lady of quality and a common strumpet; 2 all 
those wise institutions about women are fallen to the ground, 
wherein your ancestors made such provisions for modesty and 
temperance; when a woman was to wear no more gold about her 
than the wedding-ring upon her finger ; 9 when women were so 
strictly prohibited to the use of wine, that a matron was starved to 

1 Vidm Theatra nrc singula satis esst. In the time of Augustus there were 
but three theatres, and one amphitheatre; but ns they grew in vices, they 
increased in theatres; and then we read of the theatre of Marcellus, and one of 
Scaurus so capacious that Pliny affirms it large enough to hold l!o,ooo men. 
Plin. lib. DIVi. cap. 15. Concerning the number of theatres, vid.Just. Lipsii 
Amphitl,eatrnm, et Tert1'll. de Sperlac. el Vilruv. lib. v. cap. 3. 

• Jn/er Malronas alq11e Prosh'6ulas 11ullum de luzbitu discrimm. The Stoia, 
Flammeum, Vitta, and Reticulum were the distinctions of matrons of repnte, 
from prostitutes who had the Toga, and were not allowed the Flammeum and 
Vitta. More of this you may see in Alex. ab Alexand. tom. ii. lib. v. p. 216. 

3 Cum a11n1m nu/la 11oral prater ,mico t11:[;ito q11em .rpo11s11s opp(,;nomsset 
pr1»111bo annulo. The ring in matrimony has been a very i:;eneral and ancient 
ceremony : Di_trilo pign,u for/asu dedisti, Juvtn. sat. 6. This nuptial ring was 
put upon the finger next the least, on the left hand, out of an imagination that 
there was a particular vein there which went directly to the bottom of the 
heart. Aul. Gell. lib. x. cap. IO, Macrob. lib. vii. cap. 13. And this, I sup­
pose, may be the U11iciu Digil11s in Tertullian. The primitive Christians made 
no scruple of complying with this ancient ceremony of the ring in matrimony, 
for, says Tertullian, de Idol. de nullit1s Jdoli ho11ore descendit, it did not arise from 
any honour given to an idol. And Clemens Alexandrinus sets forth, not only the 
rite, but the reason of it, Clem. Alex. Pa:d. lib. iii. cap. 2. St. Ambrose brings in 
St. Agnes, mentioning the wedding-ring, Amb. lib. iv. ep. 34. In the year 
?I 1, Isidore Hispalensis, Etymol. lib. xx. and de devi11. Off. lib. ii., proves it to be 
m use, and all the offices of the Western Churches since that time prove the 
same. As to the Greek Churches, we find by the Eucologicon, that they used 
two rings, one of gold, which was given to the man, another of sil\'cr, which 
was given to the woman. Vid. orrl. Sponsalior. And therefore it was not 
without good authority that our wise reformers did retain this innocent, ancient 
ceremony, approved of even by Bucer himself. nttccri Cmmr. p. 48. 
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death by her friends for breaking the seals of a cellar where the 
wine was kept ;1 and Mecenius in the reign of Romulus was acquitted 
for killing his wife for the same attempt; and for the same reason 
parents were by law obliged to kiss their children, in order to dis­
cover them by their breath. Where is now the happiness of a 
conjugal state, maintained of old by rugged virtue, in so long and 
perfect harmony, that from the foundation of the city for almost 
six hundred years together, 2 we read not of a divorce in any family? 
But now, instead of wedding-rings only, women are so begolded 
over, that every limb labours under the burthen; and so addicted 
to wine, that you shall not receive a salute without a smack of the 
bottle ; and divorces are now become the object of your desires, 
and looked upon as the constant fruit of matrimony. But this is 
not all, for what your fathers have bravely decreed, even about the 
worship of the gods, you with all your obedience have rescinded. 
The consuls with the authority of the senate banished father Bacchus 9 

1 Cum mulieres usque adeo vino abstinerentur, ut matronam ob resignafos eel/at 
vinaria: loculos sui i11edia necarint. This story, and almost the very words, are 
taken out of Pliny's Natural History, lib. iv. cap. r3, where he says likewise that 
Egnatius Metellus (here called Mecenius) killed his wife with a club for drinking 
wine. The drinking of wine was interdicted women under the severest penally. 
Vid. Dionys. Halicarn. lib. ii., Polyh. lib. vi., Cicer. lib. de nat. Deor. It was as 
capital a crime for a woman to be taken in wine as in adultery. It was by the 
law of Romulus made one of the conditions for a divorce. Cneus Domitius 
deprived a woman of her dowry for drinking more liberally than her health 
required. The law mentioned here by Tertullian, which obliged relations to 
salute women to find whether they did not smell of wine, was overruled by an 
edict of Tiberius C::esar. Vid. Sueton. vit. Tiber. See more to this purpose in 
Alexancl. ab Alex, tom. i. lib. iii. cap. 2, pp. 672 and 673. 

" Pe,· anno.r ferme sexcentos ab urbe conditd, 1ml/a np11dium domus scripsit. 
P. Carvillius Ruga, or Spurius Carbilius, as he is called by Valer. Maximus, lib. 
ii. cap. r, was the first who divorced his wife upon pretence of barrenness, 
though divorces afterwards upon the most trifling occasions came to he a common 
practice. L. Antonius was noted by the censors, and turned out of the senate 
for putting away his wife upon no reason but his humour. Vid. Val. Max. 
lib. ii. cap. 4. Tiberius C::esar degraded a censor upon the like occasion, Suet on. 
in z•it. Tib. Q. Antistius and C. Sulpitius divorced their wives merely upon a 
pet. Val. Max. lib. vi. cap. 3. And M::ecenas is severely taxed by Seneca upon 
the like occasion, Sen. lib. de Divin. Provid. So that it is not without reason 
that Terlullian affirms divorces in his time to be the constant fruit of matrimony. 
By the laws of Romulus a man could not divorce his wife, but either for adultery, 
for attempting to poison him, for false keys, or for drinking of wine. The form 
of divorces between parties only contracted was in these words-C,,wlitione tw2 
non 11/ar. This was properly Repudium; that between a married couple was 
called Divortium, and ran in this form-/i'es tz1as tibi habeto, 

3 Liberum Patrem cum m;1sferiis suis. The Bacchanalia or Nyctileia grew to 
that excessive lewdness, that they were forbid in all parts of Italy under a severe 
penalty. Vid. Alex. ab Alex. tom. i. lib. vi. cap. 7, p. 650. 
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and his mysteries, not out of Rome only, but all Italy, and Serapis,1 
and Isis, and Harpocrates, with his dog's head of a god Cynocephalus, 
were excluded the capitol, the palace of your deities, during the 
consulship of Piso and Gabinius, who were not Christians, and all 
their altars levelled to the ground, in order to suppress this rabble 
of deities, and the abominable filthinesses attending on them; but 
these gods you have recalled from banishment, and restored them 
to their original worship. Where now is your old religion, and the 
great veneration you pretend to have for your ancestors? You 
have degenerated from them in your habit, in your modes of living, 
in your fumiture,2 and in the riches and revenues you allow to the 
different ranks of men, and in the very delicacy of your language. 
You are eternal praisers of antiquity, and yet every day in a new 
fashion ; which is a plain proof that it is your peculiar talent to be 
in the wrong, to forsake your ancestors where you should follow, 
and to follow where you should forsake them. And although you 
may take yourselves for zealous defenders of the traditions of your 
fathers, especially in those things for the neglect of which you 
principally accuse the Christians, namely, the worship of the gods, 
in which point your ancestors have been the most unhappily 
mistaken; although you have rebuilt the altars of Serapis, and 
made him now a Roman god; although Bacchus now has his 
frantic sacrifices offered him in Italy ;-notwithstanding all this, I 
say, I will show in its proper place that you have not in truth this 
warm affection for the gods of your forefathers, but that you have 
despised, slighted, and destroyed them, in spite of all your loud 
pretences to the obligations of antiquity. In the meantime, I shall 
return an answer to those infamous objections against our actions 
in secret, in order to make way for the vindication of those things 
we do in the face of the world. 

1 Serapidem el Js·idm1, et Harpocratem cum suo Cynocepkalo, etc. Serapis 
and Isis were celebrated idols of Egypt. Harpocrates is said to be born of Isis 
and Osiris, and coming unluckily before his time, was born mute, and for that 
reason made the god of silence, according to that of Ovid-Q11inqt1e pu111il 
vocem, digiloq.; silenlia suadet. Cynocephalus was an Egyptian god with a 
dog's head, under which shape Mercury is said to have been worshippc,l, 
according to that of Virgil, ./Enead. 8, 011111igent1mq.; Dc/1111 111omtra, et 
Latralor Am,bis. See more of this and their expulsion out of Italy in Alex. ab 
Alex. tom. i. lib. ii. cap. 19, p. 431. 

~ Censu. I conclude this word should be written with a c, and I have 
translated it accordingly; but if it is to he written with an s, as it is both in 
Rigaltius and Pamelius, I would translate it opinion; but Rigallius in his 
Animadversions has corrected his text, and writes Censu. Vid. Riga!. Anim­
adver. juzlo Jin. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THAT COMMON FAME IS BUT AN ILL EVIDENCE. 

IT is the common talk that we are the wickedest of men, that we 
murder and eat a child in our religious assemblies,1 and when we rise 
from supper conclude all in the confusions of incest. It is reported 
likewise that for this work we have an odd sort of dogs as 
officious as bawds in putting out the candles, procurers of dark~ess 
for the freer satisfactions of our impious and shameless lust. This 
is the common talk, and the report is of long standing, and yet not 
a man attempts to prove the truth of the fact. Either, therefore, if 
you believe report, examine the grounds, or if you will not examine, 
give no credit to the report. And this dissembled carelessness of 
yours against being better informed plainly speaks that you your­
selves believe nothing of it ; you seem to care not to examine, only 
in truth because you dare not; for were you of opinion that these 
reports were true, you would never give such orders as yon do 
about the torturing of Christians; which you prescribe, not to make 
them confess the actions of their life, but only to deny the religion 
they profess. But the Christian religion, as I have already intimated, 
began to spread in the reign of Tiberius ; and the truth pulled 
down a world of hatred in its very cradle; for it had as many 
enemies as men without the pale of revelation, and even those 
within, the very Jews, the most implacable of any, out of a blind 
passion for the law. The soldiers from dragooning our persons, 
come to hate our religion, and from a baseness of spirit, our very 
domestics are as much bent upon our destruction as they. Thus 
are we continually invested on every side, and continually betrayed­
nay, very often we are surprised and taken in our public meetings 
and assemblies; and yet did ever any one come upon us when the 
infant was crying under the sacrificer's hand? 2 Who ever catched 

1 Dicimur sceleratissimi de Sacramento Infanticidii. That this charge of 
devouring a child in the sacrament was by the heathens commonly laid upon 
the Christians is evident, because Justin, Athenagoras, Tatian, Minutius, and the 
rest of the apologists insist so much upon it. The nature of the institution and 
the practice of Simon Magus, Menander, Basilides, Carpocrates, and other 
heretics, who passed under the name of Christians, most probably gave rise to 
this horrid story, as I have shown at large in my notes upon Justin's Apology. 

• Quis unquam ta!iter vagimti In/anti supervmit. The Christian sacrifice of 
bread and wine was never omitted in the first ages of the Church in their public 
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us, like a Cyclops or Siren, with mouths besmeared in human blood, 
and carried us in that cruel pickle before a judge? And as for 
incest, who ever discovered any relic of immodesty in his wife after 
she became a Christian? And who can think that a heathen would 
connive at wickednesses of this monstrous size in any Christian, had 
he eyes to spy them out? Or that he can be bribed in our favour, 
who seems never so well pleased as when he is hauling us to 
punishment? If you say that these abominations are always done 
in secret, pray when and by whom came you to this knowledge? 
Not by the guilty themselves, for you know that the persons 
admitted into the mysteries of all religions are by the very 
form of admission 1 under the severest obligations to secrecy ; the 
Samothracian and Eleusinian 2 mysteries you know are covered in 
profound silence, how much more reasonable is it therefore to 
think that such as these will be kept in the dark, which not only 
treasure up divine wrath against the day of judgment, but if once 
discovered will whet human justice to the highest pitch of 
vengeance? If, therefore, Christians betray not themselves, it 
follows that they must be betrayed by those of another religion ; 
but how shall strangers be able to inform against us, when even the 
most pious mysteries s are defended from the approaches of the 

worship; they looked upon their service as not so perfectly Christian and 
acceptable without it, that the Holy Spirit did in an especial manner descend 
upon the consecrated elements, that God was better pleased wi1h their prayers 
for this commemoration of His Son, and that this was the principle of union 
between a Christian and the ever Blessed Trinity; and, therefore, whenever the 
heathens broke into their assemblies, they would be sure to find this sacrifice of 
a child, was there any such thing. 

1 Ex Fann,J omnibus llfyslen·is silmlii Fides dtbeatur. What silence was 
thought due to sacred rites we may understand by Horacc's .J,;wetc li11g11is; 
by Ovid's Ore ftr11ent Populi nunc cum venit aurea Pompa; by Virgil's Fida 
Silentia Sarris; by Festus's Linquam pascito, i.e. coaceto; by the Egyptians 
setting up the image of Harpocrates in the entrance of their temples, and by the 
Romans placing the statue of Angerona on the altar of Volupia. Vid. Brisson, 
de Formulis, lib. i. p. 8. 

~ Elmsinia nlicenti,r. Horace protests that he would not stay in the house, 
or sail in the ship, with a person that should divulge the mysteries of Ccrcs-

Vetabo, qui Certris sacrum 
Vulgdril arcana, sub iisdem 
Sit lrabibus fragilemque mtc um 
So/vat phase/um. 

Alcibiades and his companions for exposin:,: the riles of Ceres were not only 
excommunicated all religious and civil intercourse at Athens, but solemnly 
cursed by the priests, and prieslesses-a practice not unlike to the Jewish 
Anathema. Vid. Plutar. Alcibiad. 

" Cum etiam pia lnitialiones arctant Prophanos. I know nothing more 
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stranger and the profane? Unless you conclude the Christian rites 
to be the wickedest of any, and withal conclude that the wicked are 
less cautious about the divulging of such rites than those of a 
better religion. And thus you must be forced to acknowledge you 
know nothing of our profession, but by common fame; and the 
nature of fame is too well known by every one to be credited in 
haste. Your own Virgil te,lls you, Fama ma/um, quo non aliud 
velocius ullum: Fame is an ill, the swiftest ill that flies. 

Why does he call fame an ill ? Because of her swiftness? Or 
because she is an informer? Or because she is a common liar? 
For the last reason without question. For she never lets even 
truth c?me out of her mouth without being sophisticated, without 
detracting, adding, or brewing it with one falsehood or another. 
Moreover, the nature of fame is such that she cannot keep herself 
upo~ the wing without the assistance of lies; for she lives by not 
provmg; when she proves, she destroys her being. She hovers no 

practised all the heathen world over, than the excommunicating profane persons 
from all holy mysteries. Hence that of Virgil-

Procul, o procul este Prophani 
Conclamat Vates. 

And that of Horace also-

Odi Prophanum 
Vulgus et arceo. 

The Flamens had a commentaculum, a kind of rod in their hands to keep off 
impure persons. Vid. Brisson, de Formulis, lib. i.; Selden, de Syned. lib. i. cap. 
10. Among the Greeks that old form from Orpheus continued,-7,.,., 7,.,., z.,.,., 
/3•/3•"-"· At Athens the herald cried out .,.,, .. ;;~,-Who is here? To which the 
people answered, <r•"-"-•l ,.,.; a,,ya.dol-Many and good men. Vid. Suid. in .-l, .-n,. 
And we read in Livy, Decad. 4, lib. i., of two young men of Arcanania, who for 
not being initiated and crowded into the Eleusinian mysteries, were slain; for it 
was a capital crime to be present without due purification; and such purifying 
rites were men of all ranks and qualities obliged to perform before they could 
approach the altars and statues. Not Nero himself could prevail with his 
conscience to let him be present at these rites of Ceres, after the Herald had 
made the usual proclamation for the wicked to depart. Vid. Sueton. Ner. cap. 34. 
But Antoninus the philosopher, to show his innocence, went to the temple of 
Ceres, and into the very Sacrarium by himself. Vid. Capito/in. in vii. Anlonin. 
Phi!os. And was there but a little more of the natural reverence of heathens to 
holy things among Christian people, and did Christian priests exert the power 
that Goel has given them with as much vigour as the idol priests did, men even 
as wicked as Nero would not dare to approach our altars merely upon the invita­
tion of a place, But as matters stand, it might go hard with the priest to make 
a notorious offencler lose his preferment, by refusing him the sacrament, and the 
common law might go near to nail the canon, 
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longer like fame, bnt being as it were out of her office, certainty 
succeeds in the place of report. And then it is no longer said, for 
example, that such a thing is famed to have been acted at Rome, 
or such a person to have got the government of such a province, 
but that such things are actually so and so. Fame is a doubtful 
sound, and lodges only among uncertainties; and would ever any 
man of common reflection build much upon this uncertain puff? 
For let a story be never so general and diffusive, and never so 
confidently asserted, it is always to be remembered that it had a 
beginning, and from that time has crept into a world of cars, and 
out of a world of mouths; and so the story very little at its first 
planting, and naughty perhaps in the very seed, comes at length to 
be so overgrown and darkened by variety of rumours, that men 
care not to be at the pains of tracing it up to the original mouth, 
and to see whether it came not first into the world a very lie ; which 
often happens, either from the disposition and genius of hatred, or 
the licence men usurp of improving suspicions, or which is no new 
thing, the very pleasure of lying, which some people seem marvel­
lously turned for, even by nature. 

Well is it, therefore, I am sure, for Christians, what is so 
proverbially in the mouth of heathens, that time brings everything 
to light, according to that order of nature which will permit nothing 
to lie long hid ; no, not even that which never came within the lips 
of fame. I shall leave it to you, therefore, to judge whether you 
have reason to proceed with this severity against Christians merely 
upon the testimony of fame; for this is the only witness you 
produce against us, and which looks so much the worse, because 
of all the stories she has been sowing about the world, and been 
so long a-watering and nourishing up into credit, she has not to 
this day been able to prove one. 

--o--

CHAPTER VIII. 

THAT THE CRJMF.s CHARGED UPON THE CHRISTIANS ARE NEITHER 

POSSIBLE NOR PRODABLE. 

~ SHALL now appeal to the testimony of nature, and argue whether 
it is credible that she is capable of such inhumanities as common 
fame charges upon Christians ; and for argument sake, I will 
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suppose a Christian promising you eternal life, and tying caution 
for the performance, upon consideration of your obedience. I will 
suppose likewise that you believe this promise, and the question 
now is, whether upon such a belief you could find in your hearts to 
be barbarous enough in spite of nature to accept of eternal life at 
this inhuman price. Imagine, therefore, a Christian addressing you 
in this manner : Come hither, friend, and plunge your dagger into 
the heart of this innocent, who can deserve no punishment, who 
can be no man's foe, and who may be every man's son, considering 
our indiscriminate embraces. Or if another is to officiate in this 
bloody service, suppose yourself applied to after this sort: Corne 
hither, and stand by only while I make the sacrifice; behold me 
despatching an infant off the stage in the very first act of life ; see 
me sending the new soul flying out of the body before it was well 
in ; do you gather up the rude indigent blood, and sop your bread 
liberally in that wine, and indulge freely upon the flesh ; and while 
you are at supper be sure to cast a wishful eye upon your mother 
and sister; mark exactly where they sit, that you are guilty of no 
mistake when the dogs have put out the candles. For it is as much 
as our immortality is worth if you should miss of incest; if you are 
thus initiated, and continue firm in the practice of these rules, you 
shall live for ever. Answer me now to the question proposed, Can 
you purchase heaven upon these terms? If not, if you feel nature 
recoil, and your soul shrink at the proposal of such things, you can 
never think them credible in us. Did you but believe them, I am 
confident you would not do them ; but did you believe them, and 
had an inclination to do them, I am of opinion that your very 
humanity would not suffer you to perpetrate such facts ; and if you 
find too many misgivings in yourselves for the performance of such 
commands, why do you not conclude the same reluctance in others? 
Or if you cannot be unnatural enough for these things, why should 
you judge others can? 

But Christians, I suppose, are not men. What ! do you take us 
for monsters like the Cynopre or Sciapodes,1 with different rows of 
teeth for devouring, and different instruments for incest, from all 
other men? Certainly, if you believe such actions possible for 
others, you may believe them possible for yourselves, you being men, 

1 The Cynop:!!, or Cynopes or Cynocephali, are reported to be a sort of wild 
men in the mountains of India, with heads like a dog, Plin. vii. 2 ; and the 
Sciapodes of }Ethiopia to be a people of such a ,monstrous ~ake, that in hot 
broiling days lie upon their backs, and cover _their .. whole bodies from the sun 
with the shadow of the bottoms of their feet, Pim. vu, 1. 
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as we Christians are; but if you feel this impossible in nature, you 
ought to give no credit to the report, because Christians and 
heathens have the same humanity. 

But you pretend that the ignorant only are decoyed and tricked 
into our religion, such as have not met with any of these stories 
against us, but are catched before they have time to consider and 
examine with that accuracy which every man is obliged to upon 
changing his religion. But allowing it possible for a man to be 
ignorant of common fame, yet if any one is desirous to be initiated, 
it is the constant custom, as I take it, for such a person to go to the 
chief priest, to be instructed in what is necessary for such an 
initiation. And then, if these stories are true, he will instruct him 
in this manner : Friend, in order to communicate with us you must 
provide a child tender and good, too young for any sense or notice 
of death; such a child as will smile into my face under the fatal 
knife. You are likewise to provide bread to suck up the blood, 
and candlesticks and candles, and some dogs with some morsels to 
throw to those dogs just out of their reach, that by striving to come 
at them they may pull down the candles and candlesticks to which 
they are tied. Above all things, you must be sure not to come 
without your mother and sister. But what if they will not comply, 
or suppose the convert has no sister or mother, nor any relation of. 
our religion? Why, he cannot be admitted; for to have a sister or 
a tnother are necessary qualifications, no doubt, to make a Christian. 
But if you will suppose all this furniture got ready beforehand, without 
the knowledge of him who is to communicate, yet certainly after he 
has communicated he must needs know all ; and yet he still con­
tinues firm in our communion without a word of the imposture. 
But he dares not discover perhaps, for fear of punishment, when 
such a discovery would be meritorious. Whereas a man of probity, 
after he had found himself thus abused, and tricked into so horrid a 
religion, would rather choose to die than live longer with such a 
conscience. After all, I will grant that such a man dares not discover 
for fear of punishment; but pray then give me a reason why the 
same person should persevere in defiance of torments ; for I think 
it natural to conclude that you would not continually stick close to 
a religion under such disadvantages, which you would 'lever have 
embraced had you but known it before you embraced it. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

fHAT THE PAGANS ARE GUILTY BOTH IN PRIVATE AND PUBLIC 

OF THE SAME CRIMES THEY CHARGE UPON CHRISTIANS. 

BuT for a fuller confutation I come now to prove that the heathens· 
are guilty both in the dark, and in the face of the sun, of acting the 
sai:n~ abominations they charge upon Christians, and their own 
gmlt(ness, perhaps, is the very thing which disposes them to believe 
the hke of others. Infants have been sacrificed to Saturn publicly 
in Africa,1 even to the proconsulship of Tiberius, who devoted the 
very trees about Saturn's temple to be gibbets for his priests, as 
accomplices in the murder, for contributing the protection of their 
shadow to such wicked practices. For the truth of this I appeal 
to the militia of my own country, who served the proconsul in the 
execution of this order. But these abominations are continued to 
this day in private. Thus you see that the Christians are not the 
only men who act in defiance of your laws; nor can all your 
severity pull up this wickedness by the roots, nor will your immortal 
alter his abominable worship upon any consideration; for since 
Saturn could find in his heart to eat up his own children, you may 
be sure he would continue his stomach for those of other people 
who are obliged to bring their own babes, and sacrifice them with 
their own hands, giving them the tenderest of words, when they 
are just upon cutting their throats, not out of any bowels of com­
passion, but for fear they should unhollow the mystery, and spoil 
the sacrifice with tears. And now, in my opinion, this parricide of 

1 lnfantes pems Africam Saturno palam immolahantur, etc. The heathens had 
a notion (however they came by it is not to my present purpose to conjecture) that 
repentance alone was not sufficient to atone the Divine wrath without a bloody 
sacrifice, and therefore the blood of man and beast was brought in to supply the 
deficiency. Accordingly among the Phcenicians and Carthaginians it had been 
an ancient custom to choose by lot some children of the best quality for a sacrifice, 
and for those upon whom the lot fell there was no redemption. And they were 
likewise dressed according to their quality in the richest apparel to make the 
sacrifice more splendid. And having omitted these human sacrifices for some 
time, and during that omission being overcome by Agathocles, they offered two 
hundred sons of the nobility upon their altars to atone the deity for the neglect 
of human sacrifices. Vid. Plat. dial. entitled Minos Dionys. Halicar. lib. i., 
Diodor. Sic. lib. xx., Lactan. lib. i. cap. 21, Euseb. Prapar. Evang. lib. iv., 
and Silius Ital. at the end of the fourth book speaks thus of Carthage :-

/Jfos fuit in populis, quos conditit advma Dido. 
(lnfandum dictu) Parvos impomre natos. 
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yours, or slaughtering your own children, outdoes the simple 
homicide charged upon us by many degrees of barbarity. But 
infants are not the only offerings, for the Gauls cut a man to 
pieces upon the altars of Mercury,1 in the flower of his strength. I 
omit the human sacrifices at Diana's Temple 2 in Taurica Chersone­
sus, which are the arguments of your tragedies, and which you seem 
to countenance by being so often at the theatres. But behold ! in 
that most religious city of the pious descendants of pious JEneas, 
there is a certain Jupiter,3 whom at your religious games you pro­
pitiate with human blood in abundance. But these, say you, are 
bestiarian men, criminals already condemned to die by beasts. 
Alas-a-day ! these are not men, I warrant ye, because they are 
condemned men ; and are not your gods wonderfully beholden to 
you for offering to them such vile fellows ? However that be, this 
is certain, it is human blood. 0 brave Christian Jove ! your 
father's only son and heir in cruelty, worshipped with human blood, 
as the God of the Christians is falsely reported to be. But because, 
if you kill a child, it is not a farthing difference whether you kill it 
for a sacrifice, or for your own will (for killing a child will be always 
a crime, though not always equal, parricide being worse than mere 
homicide), since this, I say, is so, I shall now apply myself upon 
this subject unto the people of all ranks and conditions. How 
many about me might I justly reproach upon this head, not only 
of the mob continually blooded with Christians, and continually 

1 Jl,faj(lt'trfas ap,,J Gallos Mermn'o prosecatur. Cicero i11 Oral. pro Al. Fc>11ft1fl, 
speaking of the Gau ls, has these words :-Q11is mim ig11orat u,s US'JIU ad ha11c 
diem retine-rr ii/am immanem ac barbaram comi,etmlinem hominm11 immo­
lamion,m? And in his third book, de Divina/., he mentions five M ercurys 
and makes Mercury Theutates the filth who slew Argos, and for th'at flew into 
Egypt, and there instructed the Egyptians in laws and lelters, from which 
Theutntes the first month of their year, that is September, wns called Theuth. 
This was the Mercury the Gauls sacrifice to, and which Lucnn in his first book 
refers to. 

Ez tJUilms immitis placa/ur sanguine diro 
T/zn,/ates, horrensqtu feris A ltan'bus Hems. 

See more in Lactan(ius, lib. i. sec. 21 1 501 Liv. 31 dee. lib. vi., Cresar, lib. vi., 
de bdl. Gall. 

~ Remitlo Taun'cas Falmlas. Herodotus in his fourth hook rnys it was o 
custom among the Tauri to sacrifice every year the hnnclrctl th captive lo Diana ; 
and Lucan having spoken of Theutates and Hesus, adds :-

Et Taranis Scythic,z non mitior ara Diana:. 

See P. Orosius in his preface to his fifth book, and I.actan. lib. i. sec. 21, p. 501 

concerning the bloody rite of sacrificing strangers to Diana Taurica. 
• Jupiter quidam, Vid. Lactan. lib. i. sec. 21, p. 50. This was Jupiter 

Latiaris. 
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gaping for more, but also of you, presidents of cities and provinces, 
who have been the severest against us upon this very score? How 
many, I say, of both sorts might I deservedly charge with infant­
murder? And not only so, but among the different kinds of death, 
for choosing some of the cruellest for their own children, such as 
drowning, or starving with cold or hunger, or exposing to the mercy 
of dogs, dying by the sword being too sweet a death for children, 
and such as a man would choose to fall by sooner than by any 
other ways of violence. 

But Christians now are so far from homicide, that with them it 
is utterly unlawful to make away a child in the womb, when nature 
is in deliberation about the man; for to kill a child before it is 
born is to commit murder by way of advance; and there is no 
difference whether you destroy a child in its formation, or after it 
is formed and delivered. For we Christians look upon him as a 
man, who is one in embryo; for he is in being, like the fruit in 
blossom, and in a little time would have been a perfect man, had 
nature met with no disturbance. 

As for the inhuman customs of banqueting upon blood, and such 
tragical dishes, you may read (for it is related by Herodotus,1 I 
think) how that certain nations having opened a vein in their arm, 
solemnly drank of each other's blood for the confirmation of treaties ; 
and something like this Catiline 2 put in practice in his conspiracy. 

1 Est apud Herodotum opinor, etc. Herodotus in his first hook reports that 
it was the solemn way among the Medes and Lydians in making of leagues to 
strike each other on the shoulders with a naked sword, and then for the parties 
mutually to lick up the blood ; and in his fourth book he tells us that the 
Scythian rite of entering into league was to fill a large cup of blood ancl wine 
mixed together (the blood of hoth the parties confederating), and having dipped 
their swords and arrows into it, to pledge each other in it, and so by 1111 ns drink 
it off. And Possidonius, and from him Athenreus, lib. ii. cap. 2, relates that 
the Germans at their banquets opened a vein in their face, and the parties mutu­
ally drinking up each other's blood, mixed with wine, was the ratification of the 
treaty. So much human blood was there spilt, especially in sacrificing lo devils, 
till Christ came and rc<leemed us from the powers of darkness, and put an encl lo 
all bloody sacrifices, by that of 1-1 imself once made upon the cross. . 

t Nescio quid et sub Catili11a deguslatum est. The words of Sallust concerning 
Catiline are these-Fuere ed 'J'empestate, qui dicennt Catilinam oratione habita, 
cum ad jusjurandum Popu!ares sceleric sui addicermt, lluman_i Corporis sa11g11i11tm 
vino permistum in pateris circumtulisse ; inde cum post execraho11em omnes degustlis­
smt, sicuti in solemnibus sacris fieri consuevit, dicihtl' '!Peruisu c_o11sili11m, etc. 
I have set down this of Sallust at large, because as 11 stands m the notes of 
Pamelius it is printed or quoted false in two places, and the last part quite 
omitted, which shows it lo be a customary rite in some countries, 
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It is likewise reported that in some Scythian families the surviving 
friends eat up the dead ones.1 But I need not go so far as Scythia, 
for we have now at this day as barbarous ceremonies at home; 
Bellona's priests 2 lancing their thighs, and taking up their own sacred 
blood in the palms of their hands, and giving it their communicants 
to drink. Those epileptic persons also who flock to the amphi­
theatres for the cure of their disease, intercept the reeking blood as 
it comes gushing from the gladiators' throats, and swill it off with 
greediness. What shall we say of those who gorge themselves with 
the beasts they kill upon the stage, who demand a piece of the boar, 
or the stag that is covered over with their own blood in the combat? 
Nay, the very paunches 8 of boars stuffed with the crude indigested 
entrails of men are dishes much in vogue ; and so man belches up 
man by surfeiting upon beasts fed with men. You who eat thus, 
bless me, how differently do you eat from Christians? But what 
can we think of men so perfectly brutish as to lick up the very first 
principles of life and blood, and so diet upon child and parent both 
at the same time? For shame therefore blush when you meet a 
Christian, who will not endure a drop of the blood of any animal 
among his victuals, and therefore for fear any should be lodged 
among the entrails, we abstain from things strangled, and such as 
die of themselves. 

Lastly, among other· experiments tor the discovery of Christians 
this is one, to present them with blood puddings, as very well 
knowing our opinion about the unlawfulness of eating blood. This, 
I say, is the stumbling-block and offence you lay in the way of 
Christians; and what a strange thing is it, that you who are confi­
dent that the Christians are so religiously averse to the blood of 
beasts, should imagine them so sharp set upon the blood of men? 

1 Ap11d 'J"OSdan, grnlilu Scytharurn. Vid. Alex. ab Alex. tom. i. lib. iii. 
car. 2. And the notes of Tiraquell upon him. 

• Hodi~ isthic Bellon,t: sacra/111 sanl{UiJ de ftmora prostisso. In allusion lo 
wnich Lucan, lib. i.-

Diraque per pop11/11111 C11111a11,e Carmina vatis 
V11/ga11t11r, tum q1101 see/is Be/Iona laeerti.r 
StElla mo11et, etc. 

See more upon this in Beroaltlus, antl Laclan. lib. i. sec. 21. 
3 Urson,m alvei appetuntur cr11dit anles adhuc de visaribus !mmanis. To 

such a degree of luxury, or ralber bestiality, were the Romans grown, that a bcar's 
p~unch stuffed with the reeking viscera or guts of gladiators was reckoned a rare 
dish, and by the sumptuary laws against luxury I find that V~rri11a and Abdo111i11<1 
(which I take to be 1he same with these alvei) were forbidden at feasts. Vid. 
Plin. lib. viii. cap. 51. 

B 
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This could never be, unless you had tasted the blood of both, and 
found that of men to be the sweeter temptation ; which therefore 
you should make like the censer of incense, to be another touch­
stone of a Christian ; and so he might be detected as well by 
accepting the blood as refusing the sacrifice, and in like manner be 
put to death for tasting as he is now for sacrificing. And you the 
judges of life and death, need never fear the want of human blood 
to make the experiment. As for incest, where can you look to find 
~uch human monsters so likely as among the worshippers of an 
mcestuous Jove ? We have the authority of Ctesias 1 for the 
Persians mixing with their mothers. And the Macedonians are 
suspected, because when they first heard the tragical lamentations 
of CEdipus for this sin with his mother J ocasta, they cried out in 
ridicule-l\aui:E Els T1JV p:qTlpa,-Courage, noble warrior, and go 
on bravely agamst your mother. 

Recollect now with yourselves, and you will see what a licence 
there is for incest, from some errors which must necessarily seduce 
into it, by the help and fuel of lust and luxury. For, first, you 
expose your sons to be taken up by the next passenger who happens 
to come by with more bowels than yourselves, or you emancipate 
them from all relation to you, in order to be adopted into nobler 
families ; and by both these kinds of alienation it cannot well be, 
but that the knowledge of your children in some time must wear 
out and vanish ; and for want of this knowledge, when the un­
natural mixture has once taken root, it spreads continually, and the 
original stain diffuses itself from generation to generation. And 
then also you have an inseparable companion of your lust in every 
place; it sticks to you at home, and travels with you by land, and 
takes shipping with you at sea; and by this ubiquitarian lust, 
brothers and sisters may easily come together like the scattered seed 
in a wide field, and as travellers often do by the help of commerce, 
and mix in strange confusions, without the parties knowing anything 
of the relation. But as for Christians, their inviolable chastity is a 
hedge about them against such unhappy accidents; and by how 

1 Persas cum J,fatribus m1sceri Ctesias refer!. Some fragments of Ctcsias 
were published by Henry Stephens; but for the incest of the Persians it is 
notorious. See Strabo, lib. v. ad Jin., Curtius, lib. vii., and Catullus in Gdli11m 
sings thus :-

Nascatur Magus ex Ge/It Matrisq11e 11efa11do 
Concubitu, et discat Persicum aruspicium. 

Nam Magus ex Maire et Nato gig11alur oportet, 
Si vera est l'ersan1111 impia Rdigio. 
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much the purer they keep themselves from fornication and adultery, 
by so much the more, no doubt, are they preserved secure from the 
chance of incest. Nay, some among us, for fear of such disorders, 
have put themselves beyond the possibility of this sin, by a perpetual 
virginity, by preserving the innocence of a child to the extremity of 
age. If now, therefore, you would turn your eyes inward, and see 
the guilt in yourselves, you would see innocence in us, for contraries 
are best seen together; but you labour under a twofold blindness, 
which is, not to see things that are, and to seem to see things which 
really are not; the truth of this I will show in its proper place by 
an induction of particulars, but at present I shall pass to matters of 
more notorious evidence. 

-o--

CHAPTER X. 

THAT THE GODS OF THE GENTILES ARE NO GODS. 

You say we are atheists, and will not be at the expense of a 
sacrifice for the life of the emperors ; and if the first be true, the 
consequence is just, for if we will not offer to the gods for our­
selves, it is not likely we should do it for others. It is upon this 
account, therefore, that we are convened as guilty of sacrilege and 
treason; this I take to be the main article, and may be looked 
upon as the sum of the charge against us, and therefore deserves a 
particular discussion; and we doubt not to acquit ourselves in this 
point, if prejudice and injustice be not our judges; prejudice, I say, 
which presumes things that are false to be true, and injustice, which 
rejects evident truth when heard. 

We profess, then, to have laid aside the worship of your gods, 
from the time we knew them to be no gods; that therefore which 
you are to expect from us is, that we disprove them to be gods, 
and consequently not to be worshipped ; for if they are gods, 
devotion no doubt is their due, and the Christians ought to be 
punished for deserting the gods, out of an opinion that they arc 
not gods, if it can be made appear that they arc. But gods they 
are, say you; for the truth of this we appeal from your words to 
your conscience, let that be our juclge, and let that condemn us, if 
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you can deny all those you now worship for gods once to have 
been men. If you can be hearty in this denial, you shall be con­
vinced of the mistake from your own antiquities testifying against 
them to this day, from the cities where they were born, and the 
countries where they left impressions of frailty; and alas! where 
the very tombs of the immortals are shown. 

But I will not presume to run over the whole inventory of deities, 
their numbers are formidable; there are your new and old gods,1 
Greeks and Barbarians, Romans, strangers, captives, adoptives, 
proper, common, male and female, country, city, sea and camp 
gods. A man must have wondrous little to do with his time to 
give out their titles by retail, and so I shall lump them together, 
and speak of them only in gross; and this not to improve your 
knowledge, but only to quicken your memories, for you seem much 
inclined to forget many of your gods. 

First, then, Saturn with you is the eldest deity in worship; from 
him we are to begin our reckoning of all your gods, of the most 
noted especially, and most in vogue, and he being the original god, 
we may judge of all his posterity from him. As much therefore as 
we can learn from history, we find that neither Diodorus the 
Greek, or Thallus, or Cassius Severns, or Cornelius Nepos, or any 
other commentator of antiquities speak of Saturn any otherwise 
than as of a man. And if you would argue from things, I cannot 
think of a place that can supply you with arguments so well as 
Italy; for there you may trace Saturn in the most expressive prints 
of man. After many expeditions from Greece, you will find him 
landed in your own country, and there by the consent of Janus or 
Janes (as the Salii call him) taking up his seat, the hill he inhabited 
called after his own name Saturninus, and the city he founded, 
Saturnia, to this day; and at length all Italy succeeded to this title, 
after that of CEnotria. The invention of writing,2 and coining the 

l Novos Vetens, Bar/,aros, etc. After the most diligent collection, Varro has 
mustered up an army of gods to the tune of above thirty thousand. The 
explanation of the titles, and some instances of each of the sort of gods mentioned, 
you may see in Pamelius upon this place ; but for a fuller and more distinct 
account I refer to Alex. ab Alex. lib. ii. p. 379, and lib. vi. cap. 4, pp. 433 
and 436. 

' Ab ipso primum J"ubula, et Imagine Sl/[1talus 11u111m1u et i11de /Erario 
pra:sidet. This lErarium or treasure-house, of which Saturn was president, was 
not only the public exchequer, but in it likewise were kept the Acts of the Senate, 
the books of records, and the Libri Elephantini, so called from their bigness, in 
which all the names of the citizens were registered, and from these hooks, 
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money with the king's image, you ascribe to Saturn ; and for that 
reason you make him patron of the public treasury, which is placed 
in his temple. But now if Saturn was a man, and consequently 
the son of a man, he could not properly be the son of heaven and 
earth. And it was very natural for a person of an unknown race 
to be fathered upon these two, whose children in some sense we 
may be all said to be; for, considering how much our lives are all 
owing to the concurrent influences of heaven and earth, who does 
not by way of respect honour them with the title of common 
parents? Or it might come to pass from a custom of saying a 
person dropped from the skies, when he stepped in, unknown and 
unexpected by those about him. And so Saturn, from his surprising 
appearance in Italy, might be said to 'come from heaven. Besides, 
a person of an uncertain family had usually the denomination of a 
son of earth; 1 not to mention the rudeness of those times when 
the people were struck with the sight of a stranger as at the presence 
of a god; since the refined spirits of this polished age have made 
improvements of the folly, and raised them up into gods whom the 
other day they solemnly attended to the funeral. This is enough 
in reason to say about Saturn, though it is but little. I shall now 
do as much for Jove, and show him to be a mere man, as well as 

entituled Talm/a p11bli,a, the treasury was called TnLulnrium. See Servius 
upon that of Virgil, lib. ii. Georg. 

---Aul Populi Tabularia vidil. 

Imagine Signal11s. Macrobius, Sa/urn. lib. i. cap. 7, reports thnt Jnnus having 
entertained Saturn, who came to him by ship, and having made him co-partner 
of his kingdom for the good instructions he received from him, the first money 
he stamped (which was brass) he impressed on one side the image of himselr, 
and on the other the fore-deck of a ship, in memory of Saturn, according to thnt 
of Ovid. i. fast. 

lllulla quidem didici; sed cur navalis in ,ere 
Al/era signota est, al/era Forma biceps? 

Al bona Poslen"/as jmppem formavit i11 are 
Hospilis adventum testijicata Dri. 

Pliny in lib. xxxiii. cap. 3, says that Serl'ius Tullius was the first who stamped 
hrnss nioney with the image of beasts, and so from pemde the word patmia. 
Afterwards the images of the C:esars, with inscriptions and titles, were impressed 
upon the coin; so Nero in the habit of a harper. Sueton. in vii. Ner. nncl Alex­
ander Severus in the habit of Alexander the Great, etc. 

1 Terra jilios vulgus vocal, quorum gmus est incertum. Thus is Tytius callcu 
both by Homer and Virgil, "H,-.. 1..-,,J,,,-n,, .,.,.,..,, ?'"''""' uio,. Oclyss. lib. vii., 
and so again, lib. xi., x., 'Tl'l'UO, .n,, 'YI&;,,, i,,.~3ao, u10,. 

Nee non d Tytium Terra omnipotentis Al11111m1111. 

Id est, Fiiium, according lo Servius. Virgil, ./Eneid, lib. vi. 
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the son of a man, and consequently the whole swarm of divinities 
mortal, and like father like son. 

--o--

CHAPTER XI. 

THAT THE FANCY OF MAKING GODS OF DEAD MEN IS A VERY 

FOOLISH FANCY. 

AND because you have not "the hardiness to deny but that your 
gods were once men, and yet stand up for posthumous divinities, or 
dead men turned into gods, I shall now consider the reasons for 
such an imagination. In the first place, then, you will be forced to 
grant some superior God who auctions 1 out His divinity, and upon 
good consideration makes gods of men ; for men cannot naturalize 
themselves into gods; nor can any one else bestow the divine 
nature upon them, but him who is the proprietor of it But now, 
if the supreme power itself cannot make gods, you then presume in 
vain upon made gods without a maker. Certainly if men could 
deify themselves, they would never have taken up with a human 
being, when a divine one was in their power. Upon supposition, 
therefore, that there is one who is able to make gods, I will examine 
the reasons for making them ; and upon consideration I can find 
none, unless it be that the supreme God has too much business 
upon His hands to manage as it should be, without some sub-gods 
to assist Him. But, first, it is the most unbecoming idea of 
Almighty power, to think it wants the help of a man, much less of 
a dead one. And it is as unbecoming infinite wisdom, which could 
not but foresee its wants, not to have made an assistant deity from 
the beginning, rather than to tarry to the end of a man's life before 
he can supply his necessities. 

But I can see no room for any help-meet for God; for whether 
you consider this great machine of the world as eternal with 
Pythagoras, or made in time with Plato, you will find it from its 
structure framed with all materials and movements necessary for 
the order and government of this vast body; and He who gave this 

1 Mancipem quendam Divinitatis. These mancipes were the chief among the 
publicans, or the principal farmers of the public revenues. Vid. Cic. de Arusp. 
r-espcns., et Alex. ab Alex. lib, ii. p. 520. 
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perfection to everything could not want it Himself, or stand in 
need of an assistant. He did not wait for a Saturn, or any of the 
Saturnian race, to work under Him in the ordering of His world. 
For men must be vain to the last degree to think that it did not 
always rain, and the stars dart their rays, and the sun and moon 
shine perpetually in their orbs, and the thunder bellow, and poor 
Jove himself, in whose hands now you put the bolts, tremble at the 
clap ; and likewise that the fruits of the earth were not in being 
before Bacchus, and Ceres, and Minerva, and even the first man 
was formed out of it; because the world must be made and pro­
vided with all the necessaries of life before man can come to live 
in it. Lastly, your gods are reputed to be the inventors, and not 
the creators of these supports of life; but that which is found out 
must have a being before it can be found, and that which is thus 
in being cannot properly be said to be his who found it, but his 
who made it; because it was in existence before it was found out. 
But if Bacchus was consecrated for the discovery of vines, Lucullus, 
methinks, had hard usage to miss of a consecration for the planta­
tion of cherry-trees in Italy; for he is celebrated as the author of 
this new fruit, because he first brought it over with him from Pontus. 

Wherefore, if the universe was well appointed with all its furniture 
from the beginning, and everything was posted in its proper station, 
and adjusted with proper powers for the execution of its office, 
without any foreign assistance, this reason of yours for making of 
gods falls to the ground ; because the places and functions you 
assign to them are supplied by nature, and all things would have 
always been just as they are, whether you hacl created any gods or 
no. But you tum over to another reason, and say that this confer­
ring of godships was intended for the rewarding of virtue. From 
hence, I suppose, you will grant the god-making God Himself to be 
virtuous in perfection, and consequently not to dispense these 
divine honours at sixes and sevens, without having any respect to 
the merits of the persons. I desire you therefore to sum up the 
merits of those you worship for gods, and judge whether they are 
likely to lift men up into heaven, or not rather press them down to 
the very bottom of hell, which when the fit is upon you, you call 
the prison of the damned. This is the dungeon where you thrust 
the undutiful and incestuous, the adulterers, ancl ravishers of virgins, 
and abusers of themselves with mankind, the savage and the 
murderer, thieves and cheats, and whoever resembles some one 
god or other of yours; for you cannot name one without a fault, 
unless you disown him to have been a man. But they have left too 
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many prints of human frailty to deny them to be men, and such as 
not only prove them men, but such also as prove it incredible they 
should be made gods in another world. 

If you sit upon the bench to punish such miscreants, and men of 
honour spit at such nasty acquaintance, and the supreme God takes 
up such fellows to associate with His Majesty, why then do you 
condemn them whose colleagues in wickedness you adore? This 
justice of yours is mere lampoon and satire upon heaven. If you 
would get into the good graces of your deities, I would advise you 
to consecrate the greatest rakes you can find, for certainly a conse­
cration of such rakes is doing honour to those they are like. 

But not to dwell longer upon things so unbecoming the divine 
nature, I will suppose your gods to have been good honest men, 
yet how many better and more noted have you left in hell? For 
there have you not left the wise Socrates, the just Aristides, the 
excellent General Themistocles, and Alexander the Great, Poly­
crates the fortunate, Crresus the rich, and Demosthenes the 
eloquent? Which of your gods had more gravity and wisdom than 
Cato, more justice and conduct, with courage, than Scipio, more 
magnanimity than Pompey, more success than Sylla, more wealth 
than Crassus, and more eloquence than Tully? How much more 
becoming had it been for him who had a foresight of these worthier 
personages to have stayed till their death before his creation of 
gods? But he was in haste, I suppose, for company, and having 
taken up those you worship, he made fast the door, and so heaven 
lies blushing now to see braver souls repining in hell. 

--o--

CHAPTER XII. 

CONCERNING THE VANITY OF IMAGE-WORSHIP. 

BuT I shall push these things no·turther, and take another course to 
set you right in the notions of your gods ; for by demonstrating 
what they are not, I shall show what they are. And as much as 
I can learn of your gods, they have nothing of the venerable but 
merely their names, imposed by some old people dead and gone. 
I meet with no account of their lives but what is blended with 
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fables, and I find the whole fabric of your religion built upon a 
pack of human inventions. As for your images, I shall only observe 
that they are material, and often of the same matter with your 
common utensils; and it is ten to one but the holy image has some 
sister-vessel about the house, the pots and kettles being frequently 
of the same metal and piece with the gods. Nay, oftentimes the 
vessels themselves have the good luck to change their fate, and be 
turned into gods, by the help of consecration, which alters the 
property, and by the help of art, which alters the form, though not 
without great sacrilege and contumely to any of the gods in their 
very making. So that it is, indeed, a mighty consolation to us who 
are punished for these gods, to find them suffer the like with us, 
before they come to be worshipful ; for Christians are fastened to 
crosses and stumps of trees; and have you ever an image that has 
not been so applied in its formation? It is upon a frame of wood 
in the form of a gibbet where the body first takes its degree of 
divinity. Our Christian sides are tom with nails ; but how is every 
member of your poor gods mauled with hatchets, saws, and files? 
We lose our heads, and your gods have none, before the lead, and 
the glue, and the nails set them on. We are drawn about by wild 
beasts, and so Bacchus is drawn by tigers, Cybele by lions, and 
Ceres by serpents. We are cast into the fire, and your gods arc 
cast and founded there also. We are condemned to the mines, and 
are not your gods dug out from thence? We are banished into 
islands, and there is not an island but is famous for the birth or burial 
of some god or other. If these are the ways of deifying, then while 
you are plaguing Christians you are only hammering them into 
gods, and your punishing ought properly to be called a consecra­
tion. But in truth your gods have not the sense to feel the hard­
ships they untlergo in making, nor the honours you pay them when 
made. And here I expect you should cry out, 0 blaspemy ! 0 
sacrilege! but you may gnash and foam as you please ; yet remem­
ber that you yourselves are the admirers of that Seneca, who in his 
book of superstition has been much severer against you upon this 
head than I. If, therefore,1 we will not adore your statues and 

1 f.(ilu, si Slalua.r et imagines /rigidas 11wrl11orum suontm si111illi111as 11011 

adt>ramus. This passage the Magrleburgenses, says l'arnelius, have wrested 
against the use of images in the Church, and takes it ill of Zephyrus for conclud­
ing that the Christians in Tertullian's time had only the ,ign of the cross above 
the altar, and is so unfortunate in his zeal as to lake occa,ion even from hence lo 
justify, not only the use of images, but the worship of them too, in a very long 
note upon this place. But I shall not pretend to answer a person of such 
hardiness, only leave it to any impartial reader, whether he can think it poss,hlc 
that Tertullian would have been so merrily severe for this whole chapler 1ogcthcr 
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images as cold as death, and in this so very like the bodies they 
represent, do not we deserve panegyric rather than punishment for 
leaving an acknowledged error? and which the very kites and 
mice and spiders know to be dead as well as we.1 Is it possible we 
can hurt those we are certain are not? For that which is not, is 
not capable of suffering, because it is not, 

--o--

CHAPTER XIII 

CONCERNING THE IRREVERENCE OF THE HEATHEN TO THEIR GODS. 

BUT gods they are in your opinion, say you ; and it so, how comes 
it to pass that you use them so scurvily, with such profaneness, 
sacrilege, and irreverence? How dare you despise what you 
presume to be divine, and pull down the altars of them you fear, 
and ridicule the deities you defend? Examine the charge, and 
show where I falsify; for if you worship, some one god, and some 
another, how can it be but you must offend the god you overlook? 
For you cannot give the preference to one, without postponing 
another; for in the election and reprobation of gods, as well as 
men, honour and dishonour are inseparable relations. It is now, 
therefore, evident that you must put a slight upon the deities you 
reprobate, and that you cannot be afraid of offending those whom 
you have the boldness to reprobate. For as I sharply observed before, 
the fate of every god depends upon the vote of the senate, he must 
pass the house before he comes to be a god, and the house ungods 
him at pleasure. As for your domestic deities called Lares,2 you 

upon the heathens for the worship of images, had the Christians of his time done 
the like, by virtue of the Romish distinction between Dulia and Latria, without 
saying one word of such a distinction. 

1 Quas lv/£/vi et Mures et Amne01 zntelligunt. Horace himself takes the 
liberty of jesting in the like manner. 

Mentior at si quid, merdis caput inquzner a/bis 
Corvorum, 

2 Domesticos Deos quos Lares dicitis. These Lares were painted in the form of 
a dog, as having charg.e of the house committed to their custody, according to 
that of Ovid. Fast. 5. 

Pervigilantque Lares, pervigilantque Canes. 

The custom in sacrificing to these domestic deities was to eat up all that was 
oll'ered. Hence that phrase, Lan· Sacri/icat, when a fellow eats up all before 
him, he sacrifices to his household god, 
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treat them I am sure but very homely ; for these household gods are 
pawned and sold and trucked like other household goods. Saturn 
is forced sometimes to serve in the kitchen, and Minerva in the 
laundry; for when these images are worn out, or much battered by 
long worshipping, they make a great many good implements; or if 
the master is in want, he strips his Lares ; for necessity is the most 
sacred and soonest served of any god about the house. 

The gods of the public, by public order, are profaned just like 
these gods of the house, for they are bought and sold at market 
auctions, and entered into your books of account, and pay duties 
for their deityships ; for if the capitol and the herb-market are to be 
leased out to farm, they are both proclaimed by the same crier, and 
the prices of both adjudged under the same standard, and the farm 
of the god registered by the treasurer, like any other public rent. But 
the lands which are clogged with the greatest duties are the least 
valuable, and the heads which pay capitation are most ignoble, 
because these are marks of servitude. But among the gods I find 
it othenvise, for they who pay most tribute are looked upon as the 
most holy; or rather they have the most devotion paid them who 
return the most custom. Your divine majesties are your mer­
chandize, and their worships are carried about to taverns and ale­
houses a-begging.1 You demand money for entrance, and money 
for a place in your temple; it is not possible to serve your gods gratis; 
you turn the penny with them all. Besides, what honours do you 
confer upon your gods that you confer not upon dead men? You 
give to both, chapels, and altars, and images, habited and adorned 
alike. The human image is dressed out to give an idea. of the age, 
the art, and profession of the person deceased, and the divine one 
is apparelled with the same design, and in the same manner to 
exhibit the god. How does a funeral banquet 2 differ from a feast 

1 Circuit eaupona.s Relig10 mendiean.r, Here Tertullian no doubt nllucles to 
the practice or the Corybantes, who with the picture 0£ their goddess Cybele in 
their hands went dancing about the streets with pipes and cymbals plnyini:: 
before them, and keeping time to the thumps upon their breasts, and in this 
posture they begged all they met ; and from hence were called Cyhdes circu­
latores, the beggars or jugglers of Cybele, and in Greek- i'""'fa.yupn,, from µ11·,•p, 
which in this place signifies Cybele, the great mother of the gods, nnd a.yup"'"'• 
an alms-gatherer or beggar. 

' Q110 differt ab epulo J()1Jis silicernium? Siliccrnium was a funeral hnnquct 
to which the oldest sort were invited, and it being the custom lo celebrate this 
£cast upon a stone, the supper was termed .\ilicer11ium q11asi Silicn·11i11111, that is, 
cana super siliam; and hence this word came to signify an old man ready fnr 
the grave, or a £uceral banquet, or rather, as our own proverb has it, To give the 
crow a pudding. 
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to Jove, or the vessels you make use of to pour out wine to the 
gods above, from those you use for the shades below? What 
difference between a soothsayer and an embalmer, for they are 
both employed about the entrails of the dead? Nevertheless, I 
must own you act consistently with yourselves in performing divine 
honours to the dead emperors, because you did it to them living ; 
and no doubt but the gods will acknowledge the favour, and thank 
you for putting them and their masters, the emperors, upon the 
level. 

But when I see you adore Larentina,1 a public strumpet, with the 
same honours as you do Juno, Ceres, and Diana, methinks I could 
wish you had taken into your roll the more noted Lais and Phryne; 2 

when you inaugurate Simon Magus 3 with a statue and inscription, 
To the most Holy God; when you canonize a certain Ganymede 4 

(I know not who), nursed up in apartments at court, although, 
indeed, your old gods are not of a better family, yet they cannot 
but take it very ill that you should offer to make gods at this rate, 
now-a-days, as much as your forefathers did of old. 

1 Larentinam publicam Scortum, etc. This Larentina I take to be the same 
with Larentia in Lactantius, the wife of Faustulus, the nurse of Romulus, a noted 
prostitute among the shepherds, afterwards worshipped by the Romans with 
divine honours, as Faula, the mistress of Hercnles, likewise was. Vid. Lactant. 
lib. i. sec. 20. . 

• Laidem. This same Lais was a celebrated strumpet of Corinth, of whom 
A. Gellius tells this story : That Demosthenes went privily to her to know her 
price, she asked him a thousand drachmre, or a talent, at which Demosthenes, 
being astonished, replied, .;,,. ,;,,."I'-"'' l'-"f;.,, )P"'XI'-"" l'-'""'I'-'")..""''• I will not buy 
repentance at so dear a rate. Vid. A. Gell. lib. i. cap. 8. And hence that of 
Horace-

Non cuivis homini contingit adire Corinthum. 

3 Simonem Magum Statud et /nscriptione Sandi Dei inauguratis. Concerning 
this statue and inscription to Simon Magus, for which the Fathers have suffered 
so unjustly from some critics, I have spol<en at large in my notes upon Justin's 
Apology. 

• Nescio quem, etc. This nameless person struck at by Tertullian, Justin 
Martyr speaks out: it was Antinous, Hadrian's Ganymede and by his order 
consecrated for this service. 

--o--
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CHAPTER XIV. 

THAT THE HEATHENS DO BUT MOCK THEIR GODS IN OFFERING 

THE RE~'USE AND THE VILEST PARTS OF THE SACRIFICE. 

I SHALL now take a review of the rites of your religion, but will not 
insist upon the quality of your sacrifices, which you know to be the 
oldest and scabidest beasts you can find ; if they happen to be fat 
and good, you chop off the hoofs and some outside bits, and such 
pieces only you vouchsafe your gods, which you bestow upon your 
dogs and slaves. Instead of offering Hercules the tenth of your 
goods,1 you hardly lay one third of it upon his altar; not that I 
blame you for this, for believe me, I take it for a great instance of 
your wisdom, to save some of that which otherwise would be all 
lost. 

But I shall turn to your wr1tmgs; and, bless me I what strange 
stuff about your gods do I find, even in your institutions of prudence, 
and such books as are designed to polish a gentleman, and form 
him to all the offices of a civil life ! Here I find your gods engaged 
by pairs like gladiators, one against another, helter skelter, some for 
Greeks, and some for Trojans. Venus wounded with a human 

1 Dt Dtrima Herc-ulis. Pliny in his Natural History, lib. xii. cap. 14, 
mentions a law in Arabia which obliged every merchant to offer the tenth ol 
his frankincense, the product of that country, to the god Sahis. We fincl nlso in 
Justin, lib. :i;viii. cap. 7, that the Carthagmians sent the tenth of their spoils, 
taken in the Sicilian war, to Hercules of Tyre. The Ethiopians paicl the tenth 
to their god Assabinus. Vid. Plin. lib. xii. cap. 19. The Roman genernl 
Sylla dedicated the tenth of all his estate to Hercules, and so likewise did M. 
Crnssus. Viti. Plutarch in Sylla et Crasso. Instances in abundance of this kincl 
are to be seen in Selden's Hist. of Titnu, cap. 3, Mountag. dialrib. p. 1, cap. 3, 
and in Spencer dt ltg. lldw. lib. iii. cap. 10. Now from hence will anse a 
question, how it is possible that nations so remote, nml who never seem lo have 
had the least commerce or acquaintance with each other, should come to hit 
upon the tame notion as to dedicate an exact tenth, no more nor no less. This 
proportion is certainly in itself a thing indifferent, and consequently not discover­
able by the light of nature, and the practice was loo constant, regular, an,1 
universal to be ascribed to humour or fancy; nor can it with any probability be 
thought to have spread over the world from the Jewish nation, a nation debarred 
from corresponding with the Gentile world, and morally hatecl for the sini;:ubrilics 
of their religion, and besides the custom of dedicating a tenth, was a custom lonr: 
before the Jews were an establish eel people ; it seems therefore most rcnsonahlc 
to believe that this custom-like sacrifice, priesthood and marriage, was derived 
from Adam to Noah; and from him continued by his posterity to the confusion 
at Babel, and by means of that universal dispersion sprea,1 over :tll lh<' worl,1. 
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shaft in rescuing her son .tEneas 1 from Diomedes, just upon the 
point of killing him. The god of war in chains for thirteen 
months, and in a very lamentable pickle; and Jove by the help of 
a monster narrowly escaping the like treatment from the rest of the 
celestial gang. One while he is represented crying for his Sarpedon, 
another while in the arms of his grunting sister, recounting his 
amours, and protesting that of all his mistresses she is the darling. 
Besides, which of your poets takes not the liberty to disgrace a god 
for a compliment to his prince? One makes Apollo King Admetus's 
shepherd; another makes Neptune bricklayer to Laomedon; and 
the man of lyrics, Pindar, I mean, sings of .tEsculapius's being 
thunderstruck for abusing his skill in physic out of covetousness. 
But I must needs say that Jove did ill, if Jove was the thunderer, 
in being so unnatural to his nephew, and so envious to so fine an 
artist. However, these things, if true, ought not to be divulged; 
nor invented, if false, by any who pretend so much zeal for the 
gods and their religion. But neither tragedians nor comedians are 
one bit more tender of the reputation of your deities; for you shall 
not meet a prologue that is not stuffed with the disasters and 
excesses of the family of some god or other. I shall say nothing 
of the philosophers-let the instance of Socrates serve for all-who 
in derision of your gods swore by an oak, a goat, and a dog. But 
Socrates, you say, was put to death for thus denying the gods; it 
must be confessed, indeed, that truth has always been on the suffer­
ing side, but yet since the Athenians repented of the sentence, and 
revenged his death with that of his accusers, and erected to him a 
statue of gold in their very temple; this, I say, is argument enough 
that upon second thoughts they came over to Socrates, and ap­
proved his testimony against the gods. But Diogenes also rallies 
very merrily upon Hercules, and the Roman cynic Varro I as 
waggishly introduces three hundred Joves or Jupiters without heads. 

1 Quod filium suum ./Eneam pene inte,fectum, etc. These words are not in 
Rigaltius's edition, but being in that of Pamelius, and an illustration of the story, 
I have translated them; and the following fables, which the poets have told to 
the eternal disgrace of the heathen gods, are so common,_ and so frequently occur 
in all the Apologists, that I will not presume the reader ignorant. 

2 Romanus CJ,nicus Varro. He reckons up forty-three Hercules, as well as 
three hundred headless J oves. Vid. Tiraquell upon Alex. ab A/e;f. lib. ii. p. 379 

--o--
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CHAPTER XV. 

CONCERNING THE SHAMEFUL REPRESENTATION OF THE GODS 
UPON THE STAGE AND AMPHITHEATRE, 

THE profane wits are continually at work to raise you pleasure at 
the disgrace of the gods; when you see the farces of Lentulus or 
Hostilius acted, tell me whether it be the mimics or the gods you 
laugh at. You can sit out Anubis the adulterer,1 and see Luna­
masculus played, or Diana whipped, or the last will and testament 
of dying Jove, or the three hunger-starved Hercules. But besides 
these pieces of buffoonery, all your comedies and tragedies 2 are 
chiefly freighted with the uncleanness of your gods. It is a public 
pleasure to behold Sol in sadness for the fall of his son Phaeton. 
You can see without a blush the mother of the gods, old Cybele, 
sighing after a coy shepherd. You can bear to hear all the titles 
of J ove's adventures sung upon the theatre; and see with patience 
Paris sit in judgment upon Juno, Venus, and Minerva. What a 
lewd and infamous head is that which is masked over to personate 
a god ! What a prostitute body, formed for the stage by a long 

1 Maxlium An11lnm, LM#am Masculum, etc. V.'e mny ensily conjecture from 
the several nrguments of these farces, thnt they were a lnmpoon and public 
mockery of the gods then in worship ; but none of those mentioned nre extant ns 
I know of. The titles of all, but that of Luna Masculus~ do in some measure 
explain them ; and if it may be forgiven in a matter of no moment, nnd where 
the commentators arc silent, to put in my opinion, it is this,-There was in 
Assyria among the Carne a temple dedicated to Luna, in which whoever offered 
his supplications to Luna was sure to be under petlicont government ; but he 
who s:icrificed to Lunus should continue master of his wife. Vid. Al. Spartinn. 
in Anlonin. Caraca/la. This no doubt was a subject comical enough for the 
wits of the time to make merry with the goddess Luna, and the god Lunus, 
which I t:ike to be the Luna Masculus ; though there may be another meaning 
not fit to be mentioned. 

3 Sed d His1n·onum lifn-,z omnem f,zdilatem eornm de_signant. An. Urh. Co11d. 
400, there happened a grent sickness, and the Romans superstitiously conceilin~ 
that the wrath of the gods could no otherwise be propitiated than by the institu­
tion of some new games, sent for certain stage-players from Hctruria, which they 
called Histrioncs, from the Hetrurian word his/er, which signifies such a player. 
Vid. Polydor. de /,rvenl. lib. iii. cap. 13. These plays in time, especially the 
l\limic.e, grew to that excessive lewdness, that the pantomimi were put down Ly 
Domitian. Vid. Sueton. in vita ejus, cap. 7. Afterwards expelled by Trajan; 
and the Histriones by Tiberius. Vid. Tacit. lib. iv., and even by Nero, Tacit. 
lib. xiii., and Sucton. in 111~a ej11s, cap. 13. And had Tertullian lived in our day, 
and seen the hcnthcnish freedoms of the stage in a Christian commonwealth, he 
would have passed a severer censure upon the authors, players, and spectators, 
who countenance them without a blush, than he did upon those in the nge in 
which he lived. 
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course of effeminacy, is that which plays Minerva or Hercules! 
What profanation and violence is this to divine majesty! While 
you applaud the actors, do you not hiss your gods out of the world? 
But may be I am to think you more religious in the amphitheatre, 
where the gods are brought in dancing upon human blood, and 
upon the dead b?dies of criminals; the gods, I say, which supply 
the fable, unless 1t be when the poor actors are forced to suffer to 
the life, and be the very gods themselves. For we have seen an 
actor truly suffer castration in personating the god Atys of Pessinus; 
and another playing Hercules in real flames; and among the ludi­
crous barbarities 1 which are exhibited at noonday, for the entertain­
ment of those who are more greedy of them than dinner. I could 
not forbear smiling to see Mercury going about with a rod of iron 
red hot, probing the bodies to fetch out the souls, and J ove's brother 
Pluto, in like manner, with his mallet in his hand to finish those 
that were not quite dead, and make them ready for the ferry-boat. 
But now if every one of these things, and many more of the same 
complexion I could produce, notoriously tend to the disquiet of 
your gods in possession, and to lay their divine honours in the dust, 

1 Inter Ludicras meridianorum crude/itates. To understand this, we must 
remember that in the morning men were brought forth upon the theatre to fight 
with wild beasts, and these morning combatants were allowed arms offensive 
and defensive. Another sort were brought forth about noon ( called therefore 
Meridiani) naked, with swords only in one hand cutting, and with the other 
hand empty, grasping and tearing each other's ftesh. Vid. Sueton. Claud. 34; 
so that Seneca, Ep. 7, comparing these two sorts of combats, sayeth, Quicquid 
antea pugnatum est, miuricordia fuit. But that which I think more material to 
remark (especially since Pamelius and Rigaltius have not) is, the peculiar light 
that this custom of Meridian cruelties lets into the 9th verse of the 41h chapter 
of St. Paul's First Epistle to the Corinthians. The words are these, •• I think 
God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed unto death ; for 
we are a spectacle to the world, and to angels, and to men." This verse runs 
all in terms agonistical, lo-xti.-ou1, hath set forth us last, or as the Meridian 
gladiators, the word tiwi~"e" is properly Ostmdit, which signifies the author or 
exhibitor of these inhuman sights; ancl Lipsius makes Ostmdert Afum,s in Tully 
to be the same with Proponere Munus in Suetonius, both signifying the setter 
forth or donor of these combats, Vid. Lips, in sat. lib. ii. cap. 18. God 
hath set forth us the apostles last, lw,1 .. , .. .-,.u,, as men appointed unto cleath, 
just as the last gladiators were; and ,,,. .. ,., 1,,,.,,1~,uw, we are made a spectacle. 
All which evidently relate to the Meridianorum crudelitales; ancl Tertullian, 
lib. de pud. p. 566, cites the aforementioned verse thus, P11to nos Deus 
Aposto/os novissimos e!egit, ve!ut Bestiarios; "I think Goel has chosen out 
us apostles last, as the bestiarii, or men condemned to be torn in pieces by wild 
beasts." These being the last and bloodiest spectacles, which for that day ap­
peared upon the theatre, and for which many were so fond that they would stay 
out noon and lose their dinner ; for this likewise Rigaltius would have included 
in this expression, though I think without much reason. Howe,·er, I h~ve 
translated 11 with this intimation. 
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why then they cannot be looked upon as acted upon a public stage, 
but merely in ridicule of religion, both by the actors and spectators 
also, who delight in such plays. But these you will say are ludicrous 
and pastimes only; but now if I give you an appendix of some 
serious debaucheries, which your consciences will testify to be as 
true as what I have just now spoken of with relation to the theatre, 
how that adulteries are become a merchandise in the very temple, 
and women picked up at the altars, and the lust fulfilled in the 
apartments of the sacristans, and under the same pontific vestments, 
the very incense still smoking before their eyes. If these, I say, 
are abominations in vogue among the heathen, I do not see but the 
heathen gods have more reason to put in their complaints against 
them than against Christians. 

The sacrilegious profaners of temples are only among yourselves; 
for Christians never enter your temples while you are serving your 
idols; if they worshipped your gods, they might serve them perhaps 
as you do. But if Christians do not worship the things you worship, 
pray what is it, say you, that they do worship? This then is the 
subject now under examination, that we Christians are the wor­
shippers of the true God, who do not worship your false ones, nor 
go any longer astray after them, when our eyes have been opened 
to see our error. Here then I shall present you with the whole 
series of our religion, having first returned an answer to some 
groundless objections against it 

CHAPTER XVI. 

CONCERNING THE ASS'S HEAD, AND OTHER SUCH LIKE VANITIES 
CHARGED UPON THE CHRISTIANS. 

FoR some of you have dreamed yourselves into a belief that an 
ass's head is the Christian's God. This was insinuated first by 
Cornelius Tacitus,1 who in his fifth book, entering upon the Jewish 

' Corntlius 1acilus nan, suspicionu11 inun,il, This slory concerning the 
ass's head, and the ground of worshipping it, is not only reported conlidcnlly 
by Tacitus, but also by Plutarch, Vid. Plut. Synipos. lib. iv. Quest. S, p. 670, 
and so likewise by Appio the Aleundrian many years before, in his books 
ai,:ainst the Jews. And this fable has been as confidently La ken up, nn,I as 



50 Tertullian's Apology for the Christz"ans. 

war under Vespasian, begins with the history of that nation, their 
original, name, and religion, and giving a loose to his invention, 
reports that the Jews being delivered, or as he will have it, banished 
from Egypt, and being in great want of water in the deserts of 
Arabia, put themselves under the conduct of some wild asses they 
met by chance, concluding that they were going to drink after 
pasture, and being in the very article of necessity thus luckily 
revived, out of gratitude to their benefactors, consecrated a head 
resembling that of the beasts who had befriended them in extremity. 
This account I take to have bred the opinion about the ass's head; 
because we, deriving our religion from the Jews, might well be 
thought to be initiated in the worship of the same idol. 

But yet this same author Cornelius Tacitus, in truth a great 
broacher of lies, in the very same history relates that Cn. Pompey 
having sacked Jerusalem, to gratify his curiosity in discovering the 
mysteries of the Jewish religion, went into the temple, and found 
not one statue or image therein; whereas, had they worshipped 
any graven image, he had certainly found it in the most holy place; 
and so much the rather because there the vanity had been in no 
danger of a discovery from strangers, that being a place which the 
high priests alone were permitted to enter, and which was covered 
with a veil that kept it from every other eye. As for the objection 
of the ass's head, I cannot but admire you should insist upon it 
against Christians, you who cannot deny but that you pay divine 
honours to all the beasts of burthen, to asses' heads and bodies 
both, together with their goddess Epona.1 But here, perhaps, lies 
the crime, that among the worshippers of every animal we should 

ridiculously improved by some modern atheists, to discredit .the miracle of 
Moses in making the waters flow out of the rock, who content themsdves !o 
solve this mighty work only by saying with an air of n.ssurance that Mos.es ,hd 
all he did in this by the help of a wild n.ss, which he made. to follow him, by 
the sagacity of which thirsty ass he discovered a secret string m the ro~k.. . 

1 Cum sua Epona. This Epona wn.s the goddess o stables, and 1s hkew1Se 
taken notice of, and read by Minutius Felix just as Rigaltius reads it. Though 
there is a terrible dispute among the cri!ics, a greaf cry, and very little _woo), 
about the spelling and quantity of this goddesss name;_ so'!'e sp~l_hng_ 11 
Hippona, and making the middle syllable long; others spelling 1t a~ I,1~alt1~s 
does, and making the middle syllable short, and thus Prudenllus ID his 
Apotheosi makes it, 

Nemo Cloacina aut Epona super astra Deabus. 

Whoever thinks it worth while may see this point fully cleared by Dr. Holyday 
in his note upon that passage in the 8th Sat. of Juvenal. 

Jurat so/am Epo11a111. 



Tertullian' s Apology for the Christians. 51-

be the ass-worshippers only. I come now to another calumny, 
which blackens us with the adoration of a cross; 1 and here I shall 
prove the calumniator himself to be a fellow-worshipper or sharer 
in the scandal; for he that worships any piece ot timber is guilty 
of the thing charged upon us; for what signifies the difference of 
dress and figure, while the matter and substance is the same-they 
are wooden gods at best? Yet where is the difference between a 
plain cross and your Athenian Pallas, and Pharian Ceres, which 

1 Seda qui Cruds Religiosos nos putal, The primitive Christians (as I have 
already observed upon Justin Martyr), from signing themselves in baptism with 
the sign of the cross, and the constant use of it almost in the most common 
actions of life in honour of their crucified Master, were defamed by the heathens 
as worshippers of a cross. Tertullian therefore in this place sets himself to wipe 
off this scandal from the Christians, and does it as effectually, I think, as words 
can do it. And yet Pamelius is so very sanguine as to affirm that this passage, 
however understood, most certainly makes for the worship of the cross. That 
is, let Tertulli:m speak what he will against the worship of the cross, yet he 
most certainly speaks for it; but let us consider the case. Our author is here 
not only answering but retorting the objection of worshipping a cross upon the 
objectors themselves, and to this purpose makes use of the argument ad J1omi11tm: 
and says that they of all men ha<\ the least reason to charge the worship of a 
cross upon Christians, because there was not an image they erected but what 
resembled a cross in part ; and then with his usual smartness concludes that we 
who worship an entire cross, if we do worship it, methinks have much the better 
on it of you, who worship it only by halves. "If we do worship it," snys this 
commentator, is only a wise and wary expression, frequent with the primitive 
Fathers; for fear, had he confessed the worship of the cross freely, it might have 
confirmed the heathen in their old idolatry. And this is so true, says Pamelius, 
that in the 21 cap. Tertullian durst not speak out that the Christians worshipped 
Christ, but God only through Christ. But wise reserves and wary expressions, 
nnd such pious frauds, were strange things to primitive Christians. Idolatry was 
the reigning sin of these times, and what nil the Christi1m apologists you will 
find labour most of all to expose and ridicule out of the world. Justin Martyr 
spends great part of his First Ajology in doing so, plainly and publicly nflirminJ:: 
that the Chnstians worshipped one God only in the Trinity of Persons, nncl 
ari:ues at the same rate against worshipping of crosses as Tertullinn here docs, 
l\linuti11s Felix does the very same likewise, and says in the person of Octnvius, 
Cn,us ,tia111 n,c eoJim11s, nu optamus; '' as for crosses, we neither desire nor 
worship them," p. 89. And our Tertullian is so bold a writer, so free and open 
in his confessions, llDd so liberal of his satire upon nil occasions, that he wnul,I 
be the Inst man I should charge with reserve and caution. The useful distinction 
between Latria and Dulia never entered into his head ; nor did any of the first 
Fathers ever imagine that there was anything in the Christian rclii:ion which if 
discovered might confirm the heathens in their idolatry. An,I in the very chapter 
referred to by Pamclius, our author makes it his business to vin,licate the 
Christians from the charge of idolatry, by provin~ Christ to be the Logos, the 
Son of God, and truly and properly God, and that this hypostatic union of 
the divine with the human nature was the foundation of that clivinc worship 
which Christians paid to Christ; to which excellent chapter I recommend the 
reader. 
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are but rude, unpolished posts exposed without a stroke or im­
pression of the artist upon them? There is not an image you erect 
but resembles a cross in part; so that we who worship an entire 
cross, if we do worship it, methinks have much the better on it of 
you who worship but half a cross. 

I have already mentioned how all your earthen gods derive 
their ?ivinity_ from a cross, the image-maker putting the clay upon 
crosshke engmes before he forms it ; but you likewise adore your 
goddess Victoria in this form, for crosses are the inward part of 
this deity, your trophies being only poles laid across, and covered 
over with the spoils of the enemy. For indeed the Roman religion 
is entirely martial; they worship their standards, and swear by 
their standards, and pay diviner respects to their standards more 
than to any other god whatever. All the rich embossments and 
embroidery of images upon your colours are but necklaces to a 
cross, and the flags and streamers are but the robes of crosses,; and 
really I cannot but commend your care and tenderness in not 
letting your crosses go naked, and not consecrating them till they 
are in the best apparel. Others with a greater show of reason take 
us for worshippers of the sun.1 These send us to the religion of 
Persia, though we are far from adoring a painted sun, like them 
who carry about his image everywhere upon their bucklers. This 
suspicion took its rise from hence, because it was observed that 
Christians prayed with their faces towards the east. But some of 
you likewise out of an affectation of adoring some of the celestial 
bodies wag your lips towards the rising sun ; but if we, like them, 

1 A/ii plane kumanius et verisimilius so/em credant Deum nostn,m. Here 
again it is very observable (though Pamelius thought it his best way not to 
observe it) that those who objected the worship of the sun to Christians, did it 
with greater appearance of truth than those who objected the worshipping a 
cross. The ground of this slander you have in the text; but that which I think 
worthy our notice is this, that Tertullian in this place expressly says that the 
Christians in his time worshipped towards the east; he says the same likewise 
in his book ad Nat. lib. i. cap. 13, and so does Clemens Alexandrinus, Slrom. 7. 
And also Origcn, Hom. 5, in Numer. cap. 4, p. 210. Their altars were usually 
placed to the cast, and when they worshipped they always turned to the altar. 
And therefore when Socrates mentions the church of Antioch, in which he says 
the altar stood towards the west, he withal adds that the situation of the altar 
was inverted. Vid. Socrat. Hist. lib. v. cap. 22. As the Jews therefore bowed 
themselves down towards the mercy-seat, so did the Christians in like manner 
bow their faces towards the holy table, prnying with the publican, '' God he 
merciful to me a sinner;" as is evident from the liturgies of St. Chrysostom and 
St. Basil. So little knowledge of antiquity, or so much wilful disrespect to the 
best Christians in the purest ages, do some men show in condemning- the most 
primitive and reverential ceremony of bowing towards the tahlc of the Loni. 



Tertu!lian's Apology for the Chr£st£ans. 53 

celebrate Sunday as a festival and day of rejoicing, it is for a reason 
vastly distant from that of worshipping the sun; for we solemnize 
the day after Saturday in contradistinction to those who call this 
day their Sabbath, and devote it to ease and eating, deviating from 
the old Jewish customs, which they are now very ignorant of. 

But there is a strange edition of our God now exposed about 
the city; the picture was published first by a rascally gladiator, 
very notable for his dodging tricks in combating with beasts, and 
published, I say, with this inscription-Onochoetes the God of 
the Christians. 1 He had the ears of an ass, with a hoof on one 
foot, and holding a book in another, and clothed in a gown. We 
could not forbear smiling both at the name and the extravagance 
of the figure. But they certainly ought to fall down before this 
biformous deity, upon his first appearance, who are used to worship 
such monstrous compounds, branching out into the heads of a dog 
and a lion, and with horns like a buck and a ram, and with haunches 
like a goat, and shanks like a serpent, with wings upon their feet 
and backs. 

But this is over and above, because the world should see that 
I have not omitted anything industriously, and not only answered 
all the objections, but turned them upon our adversaries ; and now 
having wiped ourselves clean of their aspersions, I shall proceed 
to the demonstration of the Christian religion. 

--(I--

CHAPTER XVII. 

CONCERNING THE GOD OF CHRISTIANS, 

THE God we worship is one God, that Almighty Being who 
fetched this whole mass of matter, with all the elements, bodies 
and spirits which compose the universe, purely out of nothing, by 
the word of His power which spoke them into being, and by 
that wisdom which ranged them into this admirable order, for a 
becoming image and glorious expression of His divine m:ijcsty, 

Deus Chrirlianorum Ono<liodu. Concerning the various lcclions of this 
word, see Rigaltius upon this place, and Voss. de ltlol. lib. iii. cnp. 5, p. 563. 
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which world the Greeks call by a word implying beauty. This 
same God is invisible, though we discern His infinite majesty in 
all His works, and whom we cannot touch, though represented to 
us by d~vine revelation, and united to us by His Spirit; and incom­
prehensible, though we come to some imperfect ideas of HilT! by the 
help of our senses. 

These are the characters of the true God, but that God which is 
sensibly visible, palpable, and comprehensible is of less value than 
the very eyes that see Him, and the hands that handle Him, and 
the understanding that grasps Him ; for that which is immense is 
measurable by nothing but itself, the things that are, force the 
knowledge of Him indeed in some measure upon us, but our 
capacities can never hold Him. And thus by the evidence of His 
works, and the immensity of His being, God becomes intelligible, 
and at the same time passes all understanding. And this it is 
that renders men without excuse, because they care not to retain 
that God in their knowledge, whom they cannot avoid knowing. 
For shall I show you Him in the vast variety of wonders which 
encompass our beings, and preserve them, and which serve not 
only to fill us with delight, but awe and wonder? Shall I show 
you Him from the inward testimony of your very soul; which, 
notwithstanding its pressure in this prison of the body; notwith­
standing it has been scribbled over by vicious institutions, or inclosed 
by bad examples ; notwithstanding it has been emasculated by 
lust and concupiscence, and in bondage to the worship of false 
gods. Yet nevertheless, I say, when the soul comes to herself, as 
from a debauch, or after sleep, or a fit of sickness, and recovers 
her health and reflection, she has recourse to the name of the God, 
and invokes Him by the single name of the God. This being the 
proper title, and emphatically expressive of the true God.; the 
great God, the good God, the God which is the giver of all good 
things, are forms of speech in every one's mouth upon special 
occasions. This God is appealed to as the Judge of the world, by 
saying, God sees everything, and I recommend myself to God, and 
God will recompense me. Oh ! what are all these sayings but the 
writings of God upon the heart, but the testimonies of the soul 
thus far by nature Christian? And when she has these words in 
her mouth, she turns not her eyes to the capitol, but up to heaven, 
as well knowing that to be the residence of the living God, and 
that He is the author of her being, and heaven the place of her 
original. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

CONCERNING THE SEPTUAGINT, OR THE WRITINGS OF THE PROPHETS 
TRANSLATED INTO GREEK BY THE EN DEA YOURS OF PTOLEMY 

PHILADELPHUS. 

BuT in order to bring men to a more perfect and powerful 
knowledge of the divine nature, and also of the methods of His 
wisdom, and the laws of His will, God has added to the light of 
nature an instrument in writing of these things, for the instruction 
of those who are willing to be at the pains of inquiring after Him,1 
and desirous to find Him in their inquiries, and to believe Him 
when found, and serve Him when believed. For this end, the most 
just and innocent persons, such who have lived up most faithfully 
to the instructions of nature, and consequently the most becoming 
or the best prepared subjects for larger communications of divine 
knowledge, such, I say, were sent out from the beginning with 
mighty effusions of the Holy Spirit to preach to the world that there 
iii but one only God, that it is He who created all things and 
formed man out of the earth (for He indeed is the true Prometheus), 
who methodized the world into this variety of seasons, and in 
succeeding ages published His divine majesty and vengeance by a 
deluge of water, and fire, and brimstone from heaven, who has 
positively determined the laws He will be served by, if we will serve 
Him with acceptance; which laws you know not and will not learn ; 
but to the observers of them has destined rewards, who, when He 
comes to judgment at the last day, having raised all the dead 2 that 
have been dead from the beginning of the world, and restored to 
every man bis body, and summoned the whole world before Him 
to examine and render to all according to their works, He will 
recompense His true worshippers with life eternal, but will sentence 
the wicked into perpetual running streams of fire everlasting. 

1 Si 911i velit tk Dto in9uirere, etc. Revelation was added for the assistance 
of corrupted nature, but then it was so wisely tempered with light an,! darkness, 
that those only who search the Scriptures with an honest heart, in order lo 
believe and obey what they find, will be the better for them. Whoever reads 
them with such a disposition will find himself necessitated to believe them ; 
according to that of our Saviour, "If any man will do His will, he shall know of 
the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself." 

~ Suuilalis omnibus ab inilio defundis. Here again we find Tertullian, as 
well as Justin Martyr, expressly against Mr. Dodwell's notion of a limited 
resurrection founded upon the natural mortality of the soul. 
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These things were once the subject of our wit and drollery,1 as 
they are now of yours; we have been heathens, as you are, for men 
are not born, but made Christians. As to those excellent person­
ages I mentioned, so extraordinarily assisted to preach the world into 
the notion of one only God, they were called prophets from their office 
of_ foretelling things to come. The oracles they delivered, and the 
nmacles they wrought for the confirmation of divine truth, were con­
signed to writing, and the books treasured up, and are preserved to this 
day; for the most learned of the Ptolemys, surnamed Philadelphus, 
and the most curious man living in all sorts of literature, and 
rivalling Pisistratus,2 I suppose, in the glories of a library, among 
other choice pieces which he hunted after, famed either for their 
antiquity or the rarities they contained, by the advice of his library­
keeper, Demetrius Phalereus, the most approved grammarian and 

1 Hae et nos risimus aliquando, de vestrisfuimus. From these words we find 
that Tertullian had been a heathen, and such a one too as had made very merry 
with the Christian religion. He had as quick and pointed a wit, and as good a 
knack at rallying and ridicule as the best of them, and his talent this way, and 
his course of life ( which by his own confession was none of the chastest), no doubt 
provoked all his satire against a doctrine so new, and so cross to his inclinations. 
However, upon serious consideration, and weighing matters well together, he was 
overpowered by the goodness and evidence of divine truth, in spite of his passions. 
And the libertines and unbelievers of our own age (who are by no means before­
hand with our Tertullian either in point of wit or reason), would they but as 
impartially examine the proofs of Christianity, they would find themselves as 
unable to withstand them as our author confesses himself to be. 

2 Pi.si.stratum opinor, etc. The libraries of Ptolemy and Pisistratus the tyrant 
are both mentioned by A. Gellius, lib. vi. cap. 17, but Tertullian speaks doubt­
fully whether Ptolemy Philadelphus erected his library in imitation of Pisistratus 
or no, and not without reason, because it is probable that the king of Pergamus, 
in imitation of whom Ptolemy set up his library, was Eumenes. All the ancient 
Fathers have believed after Josephus and Philo, that the version not only of the 
Pentateuch but of the whole Bible commonly called the Septuagint, was com­
posed by seventy-two Jews sent to Ptolemy Philadelphus, who desired to have 
the Jewish books in Greek to adorn his magnificent library al Alexandria, under 
the care and supervisal of Demetrius Phalereus, an Athenian. What the critics 
have since urged against this opinion of the Fathers, and against the authority of 
Aristreus and Aristobulus, upon whom (say they) the Fathers took this story in 
trust, would be too tedious to insert here, and therefore I refer the reader to the 
learned Du Pin's preliminary Dissertation about the authors of the Bible, vol. i. 
sec. 3, p. 35. However, I cannot but say that I do verily bel(eve that there 
was a Greek version of the Bible made in tl1e time of Ptolemy Ph1ladelphus; for 
to me it does not seem credible that the authors of the books which pass under 
the titles of Aristreus and Aristobulus entirely forged the whole story; much more 
reasonable is it to believe that these authors only dressed up a certain matter of fact 
with some additions of their own. F. Simon conjectures that this version was 
called the Septuagint, because it was approved by the Sanhedrim; but this, like 
most of his conjectures, is wild, and without any foundation. See likewise B. 
Stillingfleet's Orig. Sac. lib. i. cap. 3. 
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critic of his time, sent to the Jews for their sacred writings in their 
own mother tongue, and which were in their hands alone; for the 
prophets were raised up out of this nation, and the prophecies 
addressed to them, as a peculiar people, chosen of God out of 
respect to their forefathers. Those who are now called Jews went 
heretofore by the name of Hebrews, and from hence is the title of 
the Hebrew tongue. The Jews gratified the king in the request, 
and not only sent him their Bible, but also for fear their language 
should not be understood, sent seventy-two interpreters to translate 
it into Greek. This is attested by Menedemus, the famous assertor 
of a providence, who joined with the Jews in this notion, and was a 
great admirer of their writings. We have likewise the testimony of 
Arist:eus for the truth of this, who composed a book in Greek upon 
the same subject. And in Ptolemy's library near the temple of 
Serapis, among other curiosities are these sacred writings shown to 
this day. And besides all this, the Jews frequently and publicly 
on every Sabbath read the same ; they are tolerated to do it, and 
pay a tax for the toleration. Whoever hears them will find the 
worship of one God, and whoever will be at the pains to under­
stand them will find himself necessitated to believe them. 

--0-

CHAPTER XIX. 

CONCERNING THE ANTIQUITY OF THE WRITINGS OF THE PROPHF.TS. 

ONE great argument for the authority of these sacred writings is 
the greatness of their antiquity; 1 an argument you yourselves arc 
pleased to make use of for the defence of your own religion. I say, 
therefore, that before any of your public monuments and inscrip-

1 Primam In,tr11mmliJ uli, aulnllrilalem s-umma A,iliq11itaJ vindicat. The 
strongest and shre...,dest adversary Christianity ever met with was the philosopher 
Porphyrius. He was a man too well versed in nnti<Juity to depend upon the vain 
pretences of the Gr.ecians, and therefore macle it lus business to search after the 
most ancient records, to find something to match the antiquity of Holy Scriptur~. 
And after all his search, he could find no author to vie with l\loscs hut S:rnchoni­
athon; nnd yet when he had mnde the most of him, he was forced to allow him 
}'ounger than :'.\foses, though he made him older than the Trojan wars. Nay, 
he goes about to prove the truth of Sanchoniathon's history by the agreement ol 
it with that of Moses, concerning the Jews both as to their names ancl places, 
and so this Goliath fell by his own sword, and defended the cause he dcsii,:ned 
to destroy. Vid. Euseb. Pr.zp. Eva11g. lib. x. cap. 8, p. 285. 
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tions, before any of your forms of government, before the oldest of 
your books, and the original of many nations, and foundation of 
many famous cities, and the very greyest of historians ; and lastly, 
before the invention of letters 1 (the interpreters of things, and the 
most faithful repositories of action), and hitherto, methinks, I have 
said but little, I say therefore before the very being of your gods, 
your temples, oracles, and sacrifices, were the writings of one of our 
prophets extant, which are the treasury of the Jewish religion, and 
by consequence of the Christian. If you have heard of Moses the 
prophet, I will tell you his age; he was contemporary with Inachus, the 
first king -of the Argives, older by three hundred and ninety-three 
years than Danaus, the oldest in your histories. About a thousand 
years before the destruction of Troy, or as others reckon, about 
five hundred years before Homer; 2 the rest of the prophets, though 
later than Moses, yet the latest of them fall in with some of the first 
of your sages, lawgivers, and historians. The proof of these things 
is not a matter of much difficulty, but only it would swell this 

1 .Ipsas denique effigies /{terarum, etc. Before the very use or knowledge of 
letters. It is generally acknowledged by Herodotus, Philostratus, and the most 
learned of the Greeks, that the Grrecians received their very letters from the 
Phcenicians by Cadmus ; and Parius, the author of the Greek Chronicle in the 
Marmora Arundeliana, makes Cadmus's coming into Greece to be in the time 
of Hellen, the son of Deucalion, which according to Cappellus was Anno Mun. 
2995, though Mr. Selden sets it something lower, in the eleventh generation 
after Moses, about the time of Samuel; and that the Greek alphabet came from 
the Phcenician or Hebrew, is evident from the very sound of the names of the 
letters, as well as their form and order. Thus the Greek 11.:>..!(Ja. answers to the 
Hebrew aleph, 13;,,,.a. to beth, ,yif'-f'-a. to gimel, ~,:>..,,.a. to daloth, etc., all which, 
both as lo form, order, and name, you may see in a diagram exhibited by the 
great Bochart. Geogr. lib. i. cap. 20. And for anything of history in Greece, 
we meet with nothing before the beginning of the Olympiads, when the world 
was above three thousand years' standing. 

~ Quingentis amplius et Homerum. Five hundred years before Hom. 
Josephus in his first book against A_pion says that the Grrecians of all nations, 
though they boasted so much of antiquity, had the least reasons to do it ; for 
they were but of yesterday in respect of the Egyptians, Chaldeans, and 
Phcenicians, and that notwithstanding they boasted of the invention of letters 
from Cadmus, yet could they not produce any inscription or sign of letters in his 
time, and that Homer was the most ancient book extant among them ; nor was 
this left in writing, but learnt only by heart like other songs, and therefore we 
find so many fragments and incongruities in his works when they came to be 
committed to writing from bare memory. But herein Josephus is thought to 
have strained the point too far, because of the inscription of Amphitrio at 
Thebes, in the temple of Apollo Ismenius in the old Ionic letters, and two 
others of the same age to he seen in Herodotus, and for some other reasons. 
Vid. Bochart. Geog. lib. i. cap. 20. But however this be, certain it is that we 
find no records of history in Greece till the world was full three thousand years 
of age anrl more. 
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discourse beyond the bounds of an Apology, it is more tedious than 
hard ; for abundance of volumes are to be carefully searched into, 
to make the computation by a different gesture of the fingers. 1 

We must unlock the archives of the most ancient people, of the 
Egyptians, Chaldeans, and Phcenicians. We must appeal to 
the writers of those countries who obliged posterity with the 
knowledge of these things, namely, Manethon the Egyptian, 
Berosus the Chaldean, Iromus the Phcenician, King of Tyre, and 
their followers, Ptolemy of Mendes, and Menander the Ephesian, 
and Demetrius Phalereus, and King Juba, and Apion, and 
Thallus, and Josephus, a Jewish writer of Jewish antiquities, who 
either approved these authors or discovered their errors. 2 We 
must also compare the registers of Greece to see what things were 
done, and when, in order to adjust the successive periods and 
links of time, which is necessary to clear up history, and set actions 
in their proper light. And yet, methinks, I have done this already 
in some measure, and proved, in part, what I proposed, by giving 
you here a sprinkling of those authors, where you may see the 
proofs at large. But I conclude it better not to pursue this point 
further, for fear that by being in haste, either I should not say 
enough to set the matter beyond dispute, or else by pursuing it 
particularly I should deviate too far from the main design of this 

-Apology. 
-o--

CHAPTER XX. 

THAT THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE PROPHECIES IN HOLY SCRIP­
TURES PROVE THEM TO BE OF AUTHORITY DIVINE. 

IF for the reasons aforesaid I have been shorter than you might 
expect in my proofs of the antiquity of Holy Scripture, I shall 

t M"llis ;nslrummlis ,:um digilorum suppatan"is gesticu!is adndendum est. 
Abundance of volumes are to be searched intg to make the computation by 
a different gesture of the fin~ers. The multiplication table performed hy n 
different gesture of the fingers 1s now almost known to everybody; but whether 
it was in use in Tertullian's time, and referred to here by him, I will not say ; 
hut surely he has exactly expressed it. And the reason for callini:: the figures 
from I to 9 digits, I believe, was from this computation by the fingers. 

~ .llla,utl,011 kgypli"s, el Bero1us C/111/da111, et lro11111s l'lun1ix, Seclalorts 
quo'I"' eorum Mmdes;u, Ptolemaus, et Jl,famander Epliesius et Dcmdrius 
Phalrnu. Concerning this passage, and the antiquity and cre<libility of these 
historians, I desire the reader to consult Bochartu&, de Lingud Pluwic et P1111. 
lib. ii. cap. I7, and likewise B. Stillingfleet's Ong. Sac. lib. i. cap. 2, 3, etc. 
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make you amends now with proofs of much greater importance; I 
will show you the Majesty, the God that speaks in these writings; 
I will demonstrate the divineness of their authority, if you are still 
in doubt about their antiquity. Nor need I be long upon this 
article, or send you a great way for instruction; the world before 
you, this present age, and the events therein, shall be your in­
structors. For there is nothing of moment now done but what 
has been foretold ; and what we ourselves see, our forefathers have 
heard from the prophets. They have heard that cities should be 
swallowed up of earthquakes, and islands invaded by seas, and 
nations torn in pieces by foreign and intestine wars, and kingdom 
split against kingdom, and famine and pestilence take their 
marches through the world, and every country swarm with proper 
evils; that the beasts of the mountains should lay waste the plains, 
that the weak and mighty should rise and fall by turns, that justice 
should grow scarce and iniquity abound, that arts and sciences 
should lie uncultivated, and the seasons of the year be unkindly, 
and the elements take an exorbitant course, and the order of nature 
be disturbed with monsters and prodigies ;-all these things were 
written beforehand for our admonition. For while we suffer, we 
read our sufferings; while we reflect upon the prophecies, we find 
them a-fulfilling; and this I take to be a proper and most sensible 
proof of the divine authority of these writings, to feel their predic­
tions verifying upon ourselves. Hence it is that we come to be so 
infallibly certain of many things not yet come to pass, from the 
experience we have of those that are; because those were 
presignified by the same Spirit with these which we see fulfilling 
every day. The very words and characters of both were indited 
by the impulse of the very same spirit; and this prophetic spirit 
sees everything always and at once, though men see only by pieces 
and successions of time, and are forced to distinguish between the 
beginning of a prophecy, and the fulfilling it, to separate present 
from future and past from present. 

Wherein therefore I beseech you now, are Christians to blame 
for believing things to come, who have two such motives to believe, 
or two such mighty pillars to lean upon, as the past and pre;ent 
accomplishment of the predictions contained in Holy Scripture? 

--o--
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CHAPTER XXI. 

CONCERNING THE BIRTH AND CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS CHRIST. 

BuT because I have already declared the Christian religion to have 
its foundation in the most ancient of monuments, the sacred 
writings of the Jews ; and yet many among you well know us to 
be a novel sect risen up in the reign of Tiberius, and we ourselves 
confess the charge; and because you should not take umbrage 
that we shelter ourselves only under the venerable pretext of this 
old religion, which is tolerated among you, and because we differ 
from them, not only in point of age, but also in the observation of 
meats, festivals, circumcision, etc., nor communicate with them so 
much as in name, all which seems to look very odd if we are 
servants of the same God as the Jews ;-therefore I think it 
necessary to explain myself a little particularly upon this head, and 
especially because it is in every one's mouth that Christ was a man, 
and a man, too, condemned to death by the very Jews, which may 
naturally lead any one at first hearing into a mistake, that we are 
worshippers of a man, and not of the God of the Jews. However, 
this their wickedly ungrateful treatment of Christ makes us not 
ashamed of our Master; so far from it, that it is the joy and 
triumph of our souls to be called by our Lord's name and con­
demned for it ; and yet for all this we think no otherwise of God 
than the Jews dicl To make out this, I am obliged to say 
something of Christ as God. 

The Jews once were a people in such favour with God, upon the 
account of their forefathers' faith and piety, which was the root of all 
their greatness, both with respect to the increase of their families, 
and the advance of a kingdom, and their happiness was so 
unparalleled, that God Himself did them the honour even with His 
own mouth to prescribe them laws, whereby they might secure His 
omnipotence on their side, and never turn it against them. But 
how the degenerate children upon the stock of Abraham's faith, and 
in confidence of their forefathers' virtue, how egregiously they pro­
voked God by deviating from His own positive institutions into 
profaneness and idolatry; although the Jews themselves will not 
confess this, yet the present calamities ol that prnple are a sad anti 
standing testimony against them. For they arc now a dispcrsed,1 

1 Dispersi, palab11ndi, d 10/1 ac azli mi Extorru, etc. Justin Martyr in his 
First Apology, sec. 62, takes notice that it was a capital crime for a Jew so much 
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vagabond people, banished country and climate, strolling about the 
world without any show of government, either divine or human, 
and so completely miserable that they have not the poor privilege 
to visit the Holy Land like strangers, or set a foot upon their native 
soil ; and while the sacred writings did forethreaten these calamities, 
they did likewise continually inculcate that the time would come 
about the last days when out of every nation and country God 
would choose Himself a people that should serve Him more faith­
fully, upon whom He would shed a greater measure of grace in 
proportion to the merits of the founder of this new worship. The 
proprietor therefore of this grace, and the master of this institution, 
this Son of Righteousness and tutor of mankind, was declared the 
Son of God; but not so that this begotten of God might blush 
at the name of Son, or the mode of His generation; for it was 
not from any incestuous mixture of brother and sister, not from 
any violation of a god with his own daughter, or another man's 
wife, in the disguise of a serpent, or a bull, or a shower of 
gold. These are the modes of generation with your Jove, and 
the offspring of deities you worship ; but the Son of God we 
adore had a mother indeed, but a mother without uncleanness, 
without even that which the name of mother seems to imply, for 
she was a pure virgin. But I shall first set forth the nature of 
His substance in order to make you apprehend the manner of His 
nativity. 

I have already said that God reared this fabric of the world out 
of nothing, by His word, wisdom, or power; and it is evident that 
your sages of old were of the same opinion, that the .\.oyo~, that 
is, the Word, or the Wisdom, was the Maker of the universe, for 

as to set a foot upon the Holy Land. And Eusebius from Arista Pell.cus urges 
likewise that by the law and constitutions of Adrian the Jews were prohibited 
to cast even their eyes towards Jerusalem. Eus. lib. iv., Hist. Eccles. cap. 6. 
Tertullian observes the same here; and so likewise in his book against the Jews, 
cap. 13, upon which you will see some remarks by Dr. Grabe in his Spicilrg. Pal. 
sec. 2, p. 131, and certainly the distinguishing misery of this vagabond people 
even to this day is a strange livina- monument of the divine wrath; a mark set 
upon them by God for the murdet of His Christ, and their obdurate infidelity. 
But then it ought also to be observed, that ns God in judgment bath scattered 
them through all nations and not suffered them to have a foot of free land in all 
the world, yel He bath preserved their name and nation in all plncrs, as distinct 
from all other people, as if they had continued in the Holy Land; in which His 
providence and goodness are conspicuous, that according to the prophecies at His 
appointed time the veil may be taken away from their faces, that they may look 
upon Him whom they have pierced, and be converted to that Jesus whom they 
have crucified and ever since blasphemed. 
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Zeno 1 determines the Logos to be the creator and adjuster of every­
thing in nature. The same Logos he affirms to he called by the name 
of Fate, God, Mind of Jove, and Necessity of all Things_ Cleanthes 2 

will have the author of the world to be a spirit which pervades 
every part of iL And we Christians also do affirm a spirit to be 
the proper substance of the Logos, by whom all things were made, 
in which He subsisted before He was spoken out,3 and was the 
wisdom that assisted at the creation, and the power that presided 
over the whole work. The Logos or Word issuing forth from that 
spiritual substance at the creation of the world, and generated by that 
issuing or progression, is for this reason called the Son of God, and 
the God, from His unity of substance with God the Father, for God 
is a Spirit An imperfect image of this you have in the derivation 
of a ray from the body of the sun; for this ray is a part without any 
diminution of the whole, but the sun is always in the ray, because 
the ray is always from the sun; nor is the substance separated, but 
only extended. Thus is it in some measure in the eternal genera­
tion of the Logos; He is a spirit of a spirit, a God of God,4 as one 

1 Huncenim unodeterminal Factilalorem. Lactantius, lib. iv. sec. 9, p. 186, 
justly says that the term A,,-., is much more expressive of the !\faker of th~ 
world, than the Latin Verbum or Sermo, as signifying both the Word and 
Wisdom of God. And had we still continued the Logos instead of the Word in 
our En~lish translation, it had, methinks, been a term more majestic nnd more 
expressive of the personality of Christ than the Word. This Logos was preached 
up by Zeno ns the disposer of nature and the framer of the world, nnd wns 
called sometimes Fate, God, Mind of Jove, etc., says Lactnntius in the pince 
above cited, just as our author speaks here. Concerning lhis Zeno, the prreceptor 
of Antigonus and founder of the Stoics, see JJio,r. Laer. lib. vii 

9 H,xc CleantJus in Spirilum congn-it. Concerning the doctrine of Cleanlhes, 
Zeno's disciple, vid. Lnctant. lib. i. sec. S, p. 12. 

3 C11i el Sermo inril Prommcianti, etc. There is o. threefold generation of the 
Son of God frequently mentioned by the primitive writers. The first is the 
true o.nd proper generation of the Son, which was from the Fo.ther before nil 
worlds. The second is the progression of the Logos from His Father at Lhe 
creation, which they call .-,-b.,u,11, fp,uE,,, etc. The third wns at His incarnnl ion 
in the womb of the Dlessed Virgin overshadowed by the power of the Most High. 
The second kind of generation is that which Tertullian hints o.t in the words 
cited. For the fuller satisfaction in this point I advise the reader to consult 
Bishop Bull's incl.mparable Dt/mce of the Nicene Fait!,, cap. v., concerning the 
co-eternity of the Son. And so lilcewise, cap. 7, sec. 5, where he will lin<l 
seveml things in this place cleared, and our author vindicated beyond exception 
as to the doctrine of the consubstanliality of the Son. 

• Dt D(O De11J, ut L"mm de Lumine. This similitude of a ray from lhe sun, 
or a light from a light, is not to be looked upon as a full and adequate illustration 
of the mode how the Son of God wa.~ generated by the Father, nor will anylhin,: 
in nature give us a perfect representation of it. It is what Justin Martyr and 
others have chosen to represent it by; nor do I know a better to make this 
incomprehensible mystery apprehended, which is all lhcy drive at; and it serves 
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light is generated by another; the original parent light remaining 
entire and undiminished, notwithstanding the communication of 
itself to many other lights. Thus it is that the Logos which came 
forth from God is both God and the Son of God, and those two are 
one. Hence it is that a spirit of a spirit, or a God of God, makes 
another in mode of subsistence, but not in number; in order of 
nature, but not in numericalness or identity of essence ; and so the 
Son is subordinate to the Father as He comes from Him as the 
principle, but is never separated. This ray of God then descended, 
as it was foretold, upon a certain Virgin, and in her womb was 
incarnated, and being there fully formed the God-man, was born 
into the world; the divine and human nature making up this 
person, as soul and body does one man. The flesh being wrought 
and perfected by a divine Spirit, was nursed and grew up to the 
stature of a man, and then addressed the Jews, and preached and 
worked miracles among them ; and this is the Christ, the God of 
Christians. If you please now you may receive this great truth in 
the nature of a fable like one of yours, till I have given you my 
proofs; though it is a truth that could not be unknown to those 
among you who maliciously dressed up their own inventions on 
purpose to destroy it. The Jews likewise full well knew from 
their prophets that Christ was to come, and they are now in 
expectation of Him ; and the great clashing between us and them 
is chiefly upon this very account, that they do not believe Him 
already come. For there being two advents of Christ described in 
the prophets, the first which is discharged and over, namely His 
state of humiliation and suffering in human flesh. The second, 
which is at hand, too, in the conclusion of the world, in which He 
will exert His majesty, and come in a full explication of divine 
glory. By not understanding the first, they fixed only upon ~he 
second advent, which is described in the most pompous and glaring 
metaphors, and which struck the carnal fancy with the most agree­
able impressions. And it was the just judgm~nt of God up~n thei:n 
for their sins that withheld their understandings from seemg tlus 
first coming, which had they understood, they h~d. beli~vcd, and by 
believing had obtained salvation. And this jud1c1al blindness they 

sufficiently to cleclare their sense and notion of it, namely, that Christ from :ill 
eternity <lid co-exist with the Father, :is light does with the sun, that I-le_ wa~ Goel 
of God, without any diminution of the divine subs(ance, as ~me light 1s krndlecl 
from another etc. It is evident likewise from this express10n of God of Goel, 
as Light of Light, what the notion of the Fathers was about the divinity of Ch~ist 
before the establishment of the Nicene Fathers, who make use of 1h1s cxpress10n 
in their creccl. 
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read of in their prophets,1 that their understandings should be 
darkened, and their eyes and ears of no advantage for their 
conversion. 

Him therefore they could not see to be a God in the humble 
disguise of a man; yet seeing the miracles He did, they cried Him 
down for a conjurer, for dealing with the devil, when He was 
turning the devils out of all their possessions at a word speaking ; 
and with the same word bid sight return to the blind, and it 
returned, and cleansed the lepers, and new braced the paralytic 
joints, and spoke the dead to life, and made the elements obey, 
stilling the storms, and walking upon the seas, and demonstrating 
Himself to be the Logos of God, that is, the ancient first-begotten 
Word, invested with power and wisdom, and supported by the Spirit, 
at whose doctrine the very doctors of the law stood aghast, and the 
chief among the Jews were so exasperated against Him, especially 
at seeing such numbers of people thronging after Him, that at 
length, by mere violence and importunity of remonstrating, they 
extorted sentence against Him to be crucified from Pontius Pilate, 
then governor of Syria under Tiberius. And all this Christ Him­
self foretold they would do, which I will grant you to be an argument 
not so considerable for the authority of His mission, had not all the 
prophets long before concurred in every particular. At length 
being fastened to the cross, and having cried out and commended 
His spirit into the hands of His Father, He gave up the ghost of 
His own accord, and so prevented the executioner's breaking His 
bones, by dying in His own time, and fulfilled a prophecy by so 
doing. Moreover, in the same moment He dismissed life, the light 
departed from the sun,1 and the world was benighted at noonday, 
and those men who acknowledged this eclipse, but were unac­
quainted with the prophecies that foretold it upon Christ's death, 
and finding it impossible to be solved by the laws of nature, at last 
roundly denied the fact ; and yet this wonder of the world you have 
related, and the relation preserved in your archives to this day. 

1 "Make the heart or this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their 
eyes ; lest they &ee with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and untlerstan<l with 
their heart, and convert, and be healed." Isa. vi. 10. 

a Ddiq11ium ulique putaverunl. An eclipse of the sun at a full moon (as this 
was) is by the known laws of nature demonstratively impossihle, n11cl this it was 
made it so much taken notice of by the ancient astronomers ; by Din11ysius the 
Areopagite, Apollophanes the Sophist, by Phlegon in his Olympiads, etc. Viti. 
paraphrase of Zephyrus, and the notes of Pamelius, and especially the annola• 
tions of Grotius upon l\latt. XX\"ii. 45, whcrt this pass:1;se .,f Tertullian is taken 
notice of. 

C 
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Christ then being taken down from the cross, and laid in a sepulchre, 
the Jews beset it round with a strong guard of soldiers, forearming 
them with the strictest caution that His disciples should not come 
and steal away the body unawares, because He had foretold that 
He would rise again from the dead on the third day. But lo ! on 
the third day, a sudden earthquake arose, and the huge stone was 
rolled from the mouth of the sepulchre, and the guard struck with 
fear '.1nd confus!on ; not one disciple appearing at the action, and 
nothmg found m the sepulchre, but the spoils of death, the linen 
clothes He was buried in. Nevertheless, the chief priests, whose 
interest it was to set such a wicked lie on foot, in order to reclaim 
the people from a faith which must end in the utter ruin of their 
incomes and authority among them, gave out that His disciples 
came privily and stole Him away. For after the resurrection Christ 
thought not fit to make a public entry among the people,1 because 
He would not violently redeem such obstinate wretches from error, 
and that a faith which proposes infinite rewards should Jabour under 
some difficulties, that believing might be a virtue, and not a 
necessity. But with some of His disciples He did eat and drink 
forty days in Galilee, a province of Judea, instructing them in all 
they should teach, 2 and then having ordained them to the office of 
preaching those instructions all over the world, He was parted from 
them by a cloud, and so received up before them into heaven, 
much more truly than what your Proculus's report of Romulus, and 
some others of your deified kings. Pilate, who in his conscience 

1 Nee ille se in vulgus eduxit, etc. These and the following words give the 
true reason why Christ after His resurrection would not show Himself publicly 
to all His crucifiers. Because He would not bestow upon such obstinate 
offenders, who had abused all His former miracles, such an evidence as must in 
a manner have forced them to believe, whether they would or no ; and therefore 
it is said in the Acts of the Apostles, x. 401 " Him God raised up the third 
day, and showed Him openly; not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen 
before of God, even to us, who did eat and drink with Him after He arose from 
the dead." 

• Docens eos qua: docerent, dekinc Ordinatis n.s ad OJ!icium Pradicandi, etc. 
It is very evident in this J.>lace that our author makes a notorious distinction 
between Christ teaching His apostles in what they should instruct the world, and 
His ordaining them to the office and authority of preaching those instructions; 
and as Christ was sent by His Father, so by the same authority did I-le commis• 
sion His apostles to ordain others, and promises to be with them to the end of 
the world. A ncl therefore to say that the people have a nnturnl right to ordain 
their own ministers, is in effect to say they have a natural right to do a thing 
when Christ has determined to the contrary. And because the apostles gave the 
people a liberty to choose whom they would have for deacons, therefore they had 
a right to ordain them to that office by prayer nnd imposition of their own 
hands. 
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was a Christian, sent . Tiberius C:esar an account of all these 
proceedings relating to Christ ; and the C:esars had been Christians 
too, could the ages have borne it, if either such C:esars had not been 
necessary and unavoidable in such times, or could Christians have 
come to be C:esars. The apostles, in obedience to their Master's 
command, went about preaching through the world, persecuted 
by the Jews to the last degree, but suffering victoriously, in full 
assurance of the truth; but at length the infidels taking the advan­
tage of the barbarous Nero's reign, they were forced to sow the 
Christian religion in their own Christian blood. But I shall take 
an occasion, by and by, to produce such witnesses as you yourselves 
must think authentic for the- truth of the Christian religion; for 
I shall produce the gods you worship vouching for the God of 
Christians. This must needs be surprising, you will say, that I should 
bring in those to convert you to the faith, for whose sake it is that 
you are infidels. In the meantime you are to look upon this as 
the series and economy of the Christian religion. I have laid 
before you an account of the original of our sect, of our name, and 
of the author of it; let no man therefore now throw such dirt and 
infamy upon Christians, nor harbour an opinion that this account is 
not according to truth ; for it is not reasonable to believe that any 
one should think it allowable to lie for his religion ; 1 for every man 
by saying he adores one, while in his mind he adores another, 
denies the very deity he adores, and translates divine honour from 
his own god to that other, and by such a translation unworships 
the god he worships. But we say we are Christians, and say it to 
the whole world, under the hands of the executioner,2 and in the 

1 Quio n« fas ul "1/i tU rua Rtlip"om: mmliri. Pnmelius brings forth this 
passage iu great slate, as if it made notably for the papists agninst certain heretics 
of his time, who justified lying for their religion. I do not know what heretics 
he means, and if there be any that do so, they certainly do very ill, nnd ngainst 
the apostle's rule of not doing evil that good may come of it ; but hnd he con• 
sidered some certain casuists of their own, he might have spared this reflection. 

1 Didm,u e/ pa/am din'mus, et vol!is lllrtJUtnlibus laetrali tl crutnli vociftra11111r, 
Drum colin1MS ,en- Clirislum. The primitive Christians were not nshnmed or 
afraid to proclaim, to proclaim it to the whole world, and under the hands of the 
executioner, 11nd wdtering in their own blood, that they worshipped Gml thruui:h 
Christ. Do we ever read of any generation of men so greedy of martyrdom 
before, who thought it long till they were upon the rnck, and so cheerful nnd 
stcdfast under the most intolerable torments? What a restless posture of mincl 
docs Socrates betray, the wisest and best of heathens I With what misgivings 
and fits of hupe and fear does he deliver himself in that most famous discourse, 
supposed to be made by him a little before his death, about a future slate I Vid. 
Plat. Pluzd. Do we find that Phzdo, Cebes, Crito, and Simmias, or any of his 
greatest friends, who were present at his death, conrlemning his murder in 
the Areopagus, and asserting the worship of one god as the Christ inns did? Did 
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midst of all the tortures you exercise us with to unsay it. Torn and 
mangled and covered over in our own blood, we cry out as loud as 
we are able to cry that we are worshippers of God through Christ. 
Believe this Christ, if you please, to be a man,'but let me tell you 
He is the only man by whom and in whom God will be known and 
worshipped to advantage. But to stop the mouth of Jews, I have 
this to answer, that they received every tittle of their religion from 
God by the meditation and ministry of the man Moses ; and as to 
the Greeks, did not Orpheus upon Mount Pieria, and his disciple 
Mus.:eus at Athens, and Melampus at Argos, and Trophonius in 
Bceotia, were not all these men who initiated these several countries 
in their religion? And to tum my eyes upon you, who are the 
masters of the world, was it not the man Numa Pompilius, who 
bound on these heavy burdens of ceremony and superstition upon 
the Romans? Why then, I pray you, must not Christ be tolerated 
to give the world a commentary of that divinity 1 which is His own, 
properly His and His alone? He who did not begin His govern­
ment upon a wild uncultivated people, and astonish them into 
subjection and civility by a multitude of imaginary gods, after the 
example of your Numa, but addresses the most polished and 

not Plato afterwards dodge about, and disguise himself under feigned names, and 
say and unsay the most excellent truths for the security of his skin? And did 
not all the academics afterwards keep much upon the reserve, for fear that 
dogmatizing should send them after their master Socrates? How then comes it 
to pass that Christians, and Christians only, should dare to suffer at this rate above 
all the philosophers in the world, and that the same generation of men should 
hold on suffering for four hundred years together, till they had subdued the world 
by dying for their religion? Had not Christians the same flesh and blood, the 
same sense and feeling as other men ? and did they not desire happiness ae 
much as other men? If so, then nothing but the clearest, the most powerful and 
convincing arguments could possibly engage such numbers of men in a particular 
worship, and support them under it in defiance of death in the most shocking 
circumstances. And with what face could a Christian offer to persuade II heathen 
to embrace such a persecuted religion, without tbe clearest convictions imagin­
able? This argument from the primitive sufferings, and from the manner of 
them, for the truth of Christianity I insist upon the longer, not only because it is 
strong in itself, and so often appealed to in these Apologies, but because to me it 
is more moving, and apter to take hold of the heart, than all the speculative 
proofs in nature. 

1 Licuerit et C/1risto commwtan· Divinitalem, rem propn·am. Here it is 
observable that Tertullian calls the divinity of Christ, Rem propn·am, an expres­
sion which denotes our Saviour to be as truly and really God, as man can lie said 
to be the proprietor of anything in the sense of the law. Thus when our Saviour 
said, "My Father worketh hitherto, and I work," the Jews soui,:ht to kill Him, 
because ,,,.,,,,.,pa, l'dm •>-•y• ,,.,. 810,, He said God wa.s His own proper Father 
in a sense incommunicable to any creature, making Himself equal to God, John 
v. 17, 18. 
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brightest people in the world, a people blinded and lost in th~ir 
own philosophy and wisdom, and helps them to eyes to see their 
folly and the way of truth. 

Inform yourselves carefully, therefore, whether the divinity of 
Christ is not the true divinity you ought to worship, and which, if 
once entertained, new makes the old man, and forms him to every 
virtue, and consequently all divinities but Christ ought to be 
renounced as false, and those especially, in the first place, which lie 
lurking under the names and images of dead men, and by lying 
signs and wonders and oracles pass for gods, when in truth they are 
but devils, as I am now going to prove. 

--(/--

CHAPTER XXII. 

CONCERNING DEMONS, THEIR POWER, AND THEIR WAYS OF 

OPERATION. 

WE say then that there are a certain kind of spiritual substances 
existing in nature, which go by the name of demons, and the name is 
not of a modem stamp; the name and the thing being both well known 
to the philosophers, for Socrates undertook nothing without the privy 
council of his demon. And no wonder, when this familiar is said to 
have kept him close company from his childhood to the conclusion 
of his life, continually, no doubt, injecting dissuasives from virtue. 1 

The poets likewise talk of demons, and even the illiterate vulgar 

1 D1l11,rtal11T1°Mt11 pl,nu a botuJ. The words immedintely before concernin1c: 
this demon of Socrates are almost euctly transcribed by Lnctnntius, lib. ii. p. 
105. However, I cannot but say that this character contradicts all the accounts 
we have concerning the practice or this demon, from such persons as were best 
able to understand the matter of fact, who represent it quite contrary lo this 
char11cter or Tert111lian. Nothing occasioned more speculations nncl amusement 
in the time or Socrates than his demon, insomuch that one of his friends wcnl Lu 
consult the oracle about it. Vid. Plutarch of the dm,o,i of Socrates. Nor would 
Socrates make Simias any BDSwer upon the question, and therefore the rest of 
his friends desisted for the future from asking him any more about it. 11111 
Xenopbon and Plato, who certainly were two of his nearest friends, and best 
understood this matter, were faz from imagining, as some since have <lone, that 
this demon was nothing more than his natural sagacity or 11nclcrstancling. The 
sum of the story, as we have it in the Dialogue entitled Tlieage1, and elsewhere, 
is this: the directions of this demon were only dchortatory, but not from good, 
as Tertullian thinks, but from evil. The demon never advised him to do, but 
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frequently apply to them when they are in the cursing mood; for by 
a secret instigation on their minds when they invoke these demons 
in their imprecations, they do in effect invoke Satan,1 who is 
the prince of the evil spirits. Plato himself is express for the being 
of angels, and the magicians are ready to attest the same when they 
have recourse to the names of angels and demons both, in their 
enchantments. But how from a corrupted stock of angels, corrupted 
by their own wills, another worse and more degenerate race 2 of 

only_ to ~or bear an action ; w~en it ":'ould be of ill consequence either to Socrates 
or hlS fnends, he heard a voice, which was the sign to forbear • when he heard 
it not, it was always his warrant to proceed ; so that one wo~ld be apt from 
hence to conclude that the voice was not articulate, but a bare sign only. And 
Xenophon reports that of all the numberless predictions (of which, according to 
Tully, Antipater collected a large volume) of disasters that would befall his 
friends, not one of them failed in the event. But Plato's Apology of Socrates, 
Camb. Edit. sec. 21, is very remarkable, where we have a very plain and 
strange account of the operations and nature of this demon. "It is very strange" 
(says Socrates, addressing his judges with incomparable calmness just before his 
execution) "that the prophetic voice of the demon, which never failed before of 
dissuading me in matters of the smallest moment, where the consequence would 
be ill, ,: ,,,, ,.,,._,._.,,,_, ,,_;, opdZs wpi;m, etc., should now in the worst of evils, 
according to your opinion, be silent, and neither when I left my house in the 
morning, nor when I went to the bar, nor all the time I have been pleading here, 
should ever give me the wonted signal, .;, ,yap 1ird :,,..,, .;,,. ;,,,.,,,,.,,. It.,,.., ,,,, ,;.,1,, 
11np.,ia,, ,; ,.., ,,,, ,,.,,._,._., l,y., a.,ya.do, wpii;11, ; for it could not be but that I should 
hear his usual dissuasive was I not upon doing my duty, or that which would 
turn to my advantage." Now when I read the character of Socrates from those 
who certainly were best acquainted with him, when I find him employing all his 
reason to bring men off from barren speculations to the knowledge of themselves, 
and the practice of substantial virtue, when I find him the greatest master of 
his passions, the most judicious despiser of riches within his reach, the most 
temperate, humble, courteous, inoffensive man living in the Gentile world, when 
I find him encouraged by his demon to die for the profession of the one true 
God; when Justin Martyr in his First Apology, sec. 5, says that the evil 
demons contrived his death for his attempts to rescue mankind from the worship 
of devils ; that he, by his share of reason, did among the Greeks what the Logos 
Himself did among the Barbarians, and that both were condemned for the same 
good designs ;-who, after this, I say, can think Socrates possessed and governed 
by an evil spirit? Why not rather divinely assisted to preach down idolatry, 
and bring moral righteousness into practice, and by such means to prepare and 
qualify the heathen world for the revelation of the Messiah? 

1 Nam d Satanam---e:,;ec,·ame11ti voce prommciat, etc. I do not find that the 
Romans ever cursed expressly by the name of Satan, but by making use of the word 
Malum or a mischief, take you, as we say ; and Satan being the prince of 
mischief and virtually included in every such curse, they might be said in this 
sense to pronounce Satan in their imprecations. 

2 Sed quomodo de Angdis 'lui/Jusdam sua sponte corruptis, cormptior Gens 
D1Zmo11um evasen"t, etc. This odd opinion we find in both the Apologies of 
Justin Martyr, as well as in this of Tertullian, and so likewise in Athenngoras, 
elc. The ground of it I take to be this : the Fathers were g-encrally of opinion 
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demons arose, condemned by God, together with those they 
descended from, and Satan the prince of them, whom I just now 
mentioned, for the history of this, I say, I must refer you to the 
Holy Scriptures. 

But not to insist upon their generation, it will be sufficient to my 
purpose to explain their operations, or their ways of acting upon the 
sons of men. I say, then, that the ruin of mankind is their whole 
employment ; these malicious spirits were bent upon mischief from 
the beginning, and fatally auspicious in their first attempt, in undoing 
man as soon as he was made ; and in like manner they practise the 
same destructive methods upon all his posterity, by inflicting 
diseases upon their bodies, and throwing them into sad disasters, 
and stirring up sudden tempests and preternatural emotions in the 
soul; and they are fitted by nature for both these kinds of evil, 
the subtilty and fineness of their substance giving them an easy 
access to body and soul both. These spirits certainly have great 
abilities for mischief, and that they do it is apparent, though the 
manner of effecting it is invisible, and out of the reach of human 
senses; as, for instance, when a secret blast nips the fruit in the 
blossom or the bud, or smites it with an untimely fall just upon its 
maturity, or when the air is infected by unknown causes, and 
scatters the deadly potions about the world; just so, and by a 
contagion that walketh in the like darkness, do demons and evil 
angels blast the minds of men, and agitate them with furies and 

that evil spirits were clothed with a finer sort of body, which was fed and 
rerresbed from the nidours and steams of the sacrifices. They found these spirits 
had a prodigious power over the bodies they possessed, and could not certainly 
tell but this power might ei:tend even to generation, And finding in Josephus, 
lib. i. cap. 4, .-.u.i .1,.,.,A .. 8uii, etc., that numy angels of God mixini: with 
women begot a devilish wicked offapring, and perhnps meeting likewise nn 
ancient edition of the Septuagint, which read a,-,-1).., where we read ol ui,l .,.,ii euii, 
the ani;els of God, instead of the 11001 of God, went in to the daughters of men, 
Gen. ,·1. 4- And meeting perhaps with something of the so.me no.lure in that 
supposititious piece which went under the name of Enoch's prophecy, they 
might by these means he led into this mistake. However, St. Chrysostom, llom. 
22 upon Gm., St. Ambrose, /ii,. de Noe et Arca, cap. 4, have set this matter 
right, by interpreting the sons of God to be the posterity of Seth. And though 
some men, who think themselves well employed in raking this, and all they can, 
to invalidate the authority of the Fathers, 10 order to serve their cause, may think 
it reasonable not to depend upon such mistaken men, yet such mistakes, in my 
opinion, do not in the least affect their authority in such cases, for which we 
chie8y depend upon them ; for is there any consec1uencc in this way of reason­
ing? Because the Fathers have sometimes been mistaken in matters of pure 
reasoning, as the wisest and best of men may sometimes ue, therefore they arc 
not to be credited in plain matters of fact, wherein they cannot he mistaken, 
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extravagant uncleannesses, and dart in outrageous lusts with a 
mixture of various errors; the most capital of which errors is that, 
having taken possession of a soul, and secured it on every side from 
the powers of truth, they recommend to it the worship of false gods, 
that by the nidours of those sacrifices they may procure a banquet 
for themselves, the stench of the flesh and the fumes of the blood 
being the proper pabulum or repast of those unclean spirits; and 
what more savoury meat to them than to juggle men out of the 
notion of the true God with delusions of divination, which delusions 
I come now to unfold. 

Every spirit, angel, and demon, upon the account of its swiftness, 
may be said to be winged, for they can be here and there and 
everywhere in a moment; the whole world to them is but as one 
place, and any transactions in it they can know with the same ease 
they can tell it ; and this velocity passes for divinity among such as 
are unacquainted with the nature of spirits; and by this means they 
would be concluded the authors of those things sometimes of 
which they are only the relators; and verily sometimes they are the 
authors of the evil, but never of the good. They have collected 
some designs of providence from the mouths of the prophets ; and 
to those sermons, whose sound is gone into all the earth, do they 
apply at present to pick out something whereby to form their 
conjectures about events to come; and so, by filching from hence 
some revolutions which have succeeded in time, they rival the 
divinity, and set up for gods, by stealing his prophecies. But in 
their oracles,1 what dexterity they have showed in tempering their 

1 In oraculis autem, quo ingenio ambiguitates tempermt in evmlus, uiu11I 
Cnrsi, sciunt Pyrrhi. The notorious ambiguity of the healhe11 oracles in 
general, and particularly in the cases of Cra:sus and Pyrrhue, 

Aio te /Eadde Romanos vincere posse, 
Intnpidus si Crtl!sus Hylam, etc. 

This ambiguity, I say, together wilh the folly and fla1tery o~ the respons~ nncl 
the like, made some of the heathens, who were most rnchnecl to atheism, to 
conclude it all pure priestcraft; and for no belier reasons have some modems, no 
well-wishers to the doctrine of spirits, concluded the same also, and treated the 
Fathers as a parcel of i:-ood-natured, easy men, who took everything upon trust. 
But now I would ask lhese men of criticism and infidelity, whnt kind of proofs 
will content them in matters of fact; was ever any fact better and more univer­
sally attested even by the heathens themselves, than orncles and the cessation of 
them? Was ever anything more notorious in the time of our Saviour than the 
possessions of private persons? Was anything more commonly appealed to than 
the dispossession of evil spirits! for some hundreds of rears art~r, by_ the first 
Christians? Does not Tertulh~n challenge the senate upon this article, and 
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responses with a convenient ambiguity for any question, the 
Crcesuses and the Pyrrhuses know with a witness. It was by virtue 
of the forementioned velocity that Pythian Apollo, cutting through 
the air in a moment to Lydia, brought back word that Crc:esus was 
boiling a tortoise with the flesh of a larnb.1 Moreover, these 
demons, by having their residence in the air, and by reason of their 
neighbourhood and commerce with the stars and clouds, come to 
know the dispositions of the heavens, and promise rain, which they 
see falling when they promise These demons likewise are very 
beneficent no doubt in the cure of diseases, for they first inflict the 
malady, and then prescribe the remedy, but remedies marvellously 
strange, and contrary to the distemper; and after the patient has 
used the recipe, the demon omits to afflict him, and that omission 
passes for a cure. But why should I give more instances of their 
wiles and strength in delusion, or mention the phantoms of Castor 
and Pollux,1 or a sieve holding water,3 or a ship drawn by a girdle, 

stake his life and the truth of his religion upon this proof, that upon a Christian's 
adjuring a person possessed, the evil spirit shall not only come out of him, but 
confess himself a devil in the presence of them all, as truly as before he had 
falsely owned himself to be a god ; if so, I would fain see o. good reason why nn 
evil sririt should DOI possess a Pythian priestess as well as nny other person. 
Sure llll1 that the kingdom of darkness was mainly supported by keeping up the 
oracles; nothing therefore could hinder the devil from this but want of power; 
and why he should have so much power over private persons, and not over his 
own pnestesses, is hard to tell. Thal there was oftentimes much tricking nnd 
human fraud in the management of oracles, I doubt not; but lho.t it wo.s a.II pure 
priestaaft therefore is a consequence I can never o.llow, until men can prove 
there is DO good money because there is much counterfeit ; whereas there 
would be DO counterfeit was there no reality for the ground of imitation. Hnd 
but 1he hea1hen world known that our first parents were seduced by the devil; 
had they but known the distinction of good and evil spiiits, and thnt these Inlier 
had been always intt'nt upon the destruction and delusion of mankind, nml that 
one great reason of Christ's coming into the world was to destroy the worship of 
devils, they would never have questioned the existence of oracles ; nor would the 
l-'athers have been thua discredited in a matter of fact, fur which they harl the 
testimony of their senses. But finding abundance of false nnd foolish things 
reported of the oracles, and from thence justly concluding they coulcl not come 
from an all-wile and good being, and not considering that they might proceed from 
ignorant and malicious spirits, and having no mind perhaps to such strong proofs 
of another state, they ran into a common extreme from believing everything to 
believe nothing, and lo conclude the whole business of oracles lo be mere trick 
and imposture. 

1 This story about the tortoise is told at large by Herodotus in his Clio. 
• The phantoms of Castor and Pollux are said to have acquainted the Romans 

of the victory of the Macedonic war the same hour it was obtained. 
1 Tucia is the vestal virgin, who is reported to have done this feat with a 

sieve; and Claudia the other, who dragged along a ship foundered on the Tybcr 
by the strength of her girdle. 
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or a beard turned red with a touch ? 1 For all these are impostures 
only of demons to keep idolatry in countenance, to make men take 
stones for deities, and to detain them from any further inquiries 
after the true God. 

--o--

CHAPTER XXIII. 

CONCERNING THE SUBJECTION OF EVIL SPIRITS TO THE COMMAND 

OF CHRISTIANS. 

MOREOVER, if magicians do set before your eyes a scene of spectres, 
and, by their black arts, or direful forms in necromancy, call up 
the souls of the dead ; 2 if they throw children into convulsions, 3 

1 It was Domitian's black beard, which is here said to be turned red with a 
touch of Castor and Pollux, to make him give credit to the news of the victory 
they told him of, and from hence he was surnamed .IEnobarbus or Rusty Beard. 
One thing the reader can hardly forbear taking notice of in the conclusion of this 
chapter, and that is, between the tricks and amusements of evil spirits and the 
substantial miracles of mercy wrought by Christ and His apostles, between 
discolouring a beard and curing the sick or raising the dead. 

• Defunctorum animas infamant, aliter inc/amanl. These several species of 
magic you find mentioned by Justin Martyr, Apo/. i. sec. 24- See more of this 
in our author, de Anima, cap. 57, etc. Vid. Maxim. Tyr. Disserl. 22. This 
kind of divination b,y the dead, called necromancy, was very ancient and very 
familiar in the Gentile world. A memorable example of which we find, I Sam. 
nviii., where Saul being about to war with the Philistines, and God denying 
to answer him either by dreams, or by Urim, or by prophets, he repairs to the 
witch of Endor, and demands that Samuel might be raised up from the dead, to 
tell him the issue of the war. This was performed sometimes by the magical use 
of a bone of a dead body, with other black solemnities; sometimes by pouring 
hot blood into the carcase to make it answer a question, as Erictho does in Luc~n. 

Dum vocem difuncto in corpore qu,zn"t, . 
Protinus aslrii:lus caluit C,·uor, atraq. ; fov1I 
Vulnera. 

Hence that of Horace-

Animas responsa daturas. 

And in allusion to the same practice is that of Virgil­

Nee jam exaudire vocatos. 
1 Si pueros in eloquium Oraculi elidunl. Concerning this kind of div_ination, 

see Apuleius, Apo!. i., and Spartian. in vii. :Jui. Hence that of Properllus,-

Rectu/it in triviis omnia aria Puer. 
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and a while after make them vent the fury in oracles ; if by their 
juggling wiles they delude the senses with abundance of mock 
miracles, and inject dreams in the dead of sleep,1 by first invoking 
the assistance of their angels and demons, by whose sophistry even 
goats and groaning boards 2 are_ wont to divine: if then these evil 

1 Si et Somnia imittunt. These are the same with those called by Justin, in 
the section aforesaid, ;,ufOW•~w,l. As the God of Israel was pleased some­
times to communicate Himself to His prophets by dreams, so likewise the devil, 
in imitation, had his dreamer of dreams among the Gentiles. The Laceda::­
monians kept men on purpose to sleep in the temple of Pasithea to watch for 
dreams. The vanity "of these sort of diviners Juvenal takes occasion to lash in 
these words-

Non D,lubra DetJm, nee a/J athere Numina mittunt, 
Sed nbi quisquefacit. 

Whoever has a mind to amuse himself more upon this subject, may consult Tully, 
de Divinat. lib. i., Valer. Max. lib. v. cap. 7, Plin. lib. vii. cap. 50, Macrob. de 
Somn. Seip. lib. i. cap. 3; Plutarch in Pompeio, concerning a dream of Mithri­
dates, and Fulgent. Mitholog. lib. i. 

t Per quos d Capra, d Mensa diV1°nare consuever,mt. Of goats trained up to 
divination we find mention in Euscbius, from a quotation out of Clemens Alex., 
,.;,_,i irl ~,.,,_.;,, ,i,a"~••&1, Euseb. Prapar. Evang. lib. ii. cap. 3, p. 62. 
Why goats are particularly here specified for brutes of divinntion, I conjecture 
the reason to be this: Before the oracle of Apollo came to be fixed nt Delphos, 
the place was nothing more than a common, nnd the goats which were grazin~ 
about there coming to a den, large before with a little mouth nt top, and looking 
in, fell a-skipping and making an od<l noise, not unlike perhnps the possessed 
swine mentioned in the gospel, though not so fntnl. The gont-herd (Coretns hy 
11ame, as Plutarch calls him) ran to the place to see what wns the mntter with 
his flock, and fell into the same frolic, and likewise into a fit of prophesying: 
nnd so it fared with many others, who went afterwards to visit the pince, nnd 
many were strangled (says Tully) with ln-ra anhelitu, with the fumes of the enrth. 
Vid. Diodor. lib. xvL Upon this hole of the earth therefore was the tripos, or 
a three-footed stool pla~ nnd a maid upon it consecrated for n priestess, who 
received her inspiration from below, as the Scholiast upon Aristophnnes in Avid. 
describes, bah.,..... .-;; .-,;.,,t, etc. These belly-prophets, who deliverecl 
themselves in a tone like a speaking trumpet, were callee\ l-y-ya.6Tpi/'ul11, nnd 
thus Isaiah viii. 19, " Seek unto them which have familiar spirits, and unto 
wizards that peep and mutter ; " which the Septuagint, more to my purpose, 
rmders thus, t..,.9f,aora .,.,u, i-y')'••irp,,,_,;1,u,, ••) .,.,;,, .l-rO .,.;;, ,,;;, ip1a1110U,,.°''• 'T'o&lr 
.,,.:1.-,,oii,.-a,, .; i■ -ri, ■11:l./•1 q,.,,,;,..,.,. An<l more expressly yet, xxix. 4, 
'' Thou shalt speak out of the ground, an<l thy speech shall be low out of the dust, 
an,! thy voice shall be as one that bath a familiar spirit out of the ground, nnd 
thy voice shall whisper ont of the <lust.'' Which words arc still more expressive 
of the Pythone,s in the Septuagint, ad ,,..,,,..,,.,,,;6.,,,.a., ,;, ,,.;,, ,-;,, ,; ).o-y11 6ou, ,.,., 
,;, fll, ,,;., ,; >.O,.,, ,.,, )IJ,"""•', &&i f,,,.a, #, ,; ,.,.,,;;,,,.., l"' or~r ,,-;;, ;, ,flJ,11 trou, xal 

rp•• .. , llaq,,i ,i q, .. ,., "" .,,,,.,,,6.,, Now the Mensa, in this place of Tcrtullian I 
take to be the Tripodess, called by Virgil Mensa:, 2 ./E11. 

---Hue undiqu, Troia Caza, 
Incensis erepta adytis, Mens{l!q.; Daorum. 

Sozomen in his sixth book, cap. 35, tells us that the Gentile philosophers, being 
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spirits will do so much at the impulse of men, what will they not 
do by their own impulse, and for their own interest? They will 
surely collect the whole stock of malicious power into one effort for 
the defence of themselves and the kingdom of darkness. Or if 
a~gels and demons act the same 'Yith your gods, pray where is the 
difference between them and Him you look upon as the Sovereign 
and supremest of powers? Is it not therefore more becoming to 
presume those to be gods, who do the things which make others 
pass for gods, than to bring down the gods to a level with demons? 
But perhaps I am to think that it is the difference of places only 
which causes the distinction of titles, and that your gods are to be 
looked upon as gods only in their own temples, and he who flies 
through a sacred turret is begodded; but he who passes through a 
common house, bedeviled. Or that the priest who cuts off his 
privities, or lances his arms, is inspired ; but he who cuts his throat, 
possessed; however, the fury of both has a like event, and the 
instigation is the same. 

Hitherto I have argued upon point ot reason, and contented 
myself with words only; I come now to things, and shall give you 
a demonstration from fact to convince you that your gods and 
demons both are but the same beings, though of different denomina­
tions. Let a demoniac 1 therefore be brought into court, and the 

extremely concerned at the increase of Christianity, made and consecraled 2 

tripod of laurel, with all the letters of the alphabet fastened to it, to know who 
should be the man that was to succeed Valens in the empire; a conlrivance 
perhaps in imitation of Urim and Thummim, which (as some say) consisted of 
all 1he letters of the alphabet, which upon a question proposed did arise after a 
strange manner, and joined themselves into words or syllables, and so returned a 
complete answer. 

' Edatur hie aliquis sub Tribu11alibus vestris, etc. This is the famous 
challenge I just now referred to, and which I would not have the reader to pass 
over wilhout reflection; for never was anything appealed to in more daring 
words, or more easy to be detecled, if an imposture. He challenges their 
senses, their eyes, and their ears to be judges in the case ; he defies them to deny 
it if they can ; he stands ready to answer for the experiment wilh his own blood, 
that their celestial virgin, their ,£sculapius, and all the rest of those they 
worship for gods, shall not only quit the bodies they possess, bul publicly in the 
hearing of them all confess themselves to be devils, upon the. demand of any 
Christian. Hear what his scholar St. Cyprian says to Demetnnnus, proconsu_l 
of Africa, upon the same subject : 0 si audire eos velles, et v,dere q11a11do a nobts 
adjura11tur, et torquentur Spin"tualibus Jlagris, et verbon1111 tormeutis de 
o/,se.;1is corjoribus ejiciuntur, quando eju/antes et .1,emmt~s. voce humand, 
et pole state Divin,1 flagella et verbera smlientes, vent11r11111 J11d1c111m conjituitur; 
veni, et cognosce vera esse qulE dicimus. And a little after, Vulebis sub "!anu 
nostrci stare vinctos, et tremere captivos qttos lu suspicis, et venerans 11t 
Deminos. Not to mention Lactanlius, who speaks to the same purpose, de Just. 
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spmt which possesses him be commanded by any Christian to 
declare what he is, he shall confess himself as truly to be a devil 
as he did falsely before profess himself a god. In like manner, let 
one of those be produced, who is thought to labour with a god, 
whom he conceived from the steams of the altar, and of which after 
many a belch and many a pang he is delivered in oracles. Let 
the celestial virgin, the great procurer of rain, or ..tEsculapius, the 
great improver of medicine, who by the help of scordian, and other 
sovereign and cordial medicines, recovered those who could not 
have lived a day longer. If all these, I say, do not declare them­
selves in court to be devils, not daring to lie in the presence of a 
Christian, that Christian is willing to be taken for the cheat, and 
stands ready to answer for it with his own blood. What now can 
be more glaringly evident than this demonstration from fact? 
What proof more unexceptionable? Here you have truth shining 
full upon you in her native simplicity, without the colouring of 
words, or any assistance but from her own proper virtue ; suspicion 
itself here will find no entrance. You may say this is done by magic 
or some such sophistry, if your eyes and ears will give you lea.ve to 
say it; but what can be objected against that which is exposed in 
its pure naturals, against mere naked truth? Moreover, if on one 
hand they are really gods, why should they be such silly liars as to 
say they are devils? What, in obedience to us? Your gods then 
are in subjection to Christians; but that surely is a very sorry god 
which is subject to a man, and to a man too who is his professed 
enemy, and when such a subjection makes so much to his disgrace. 

lib. v. cap. 21. All the primitive Fntbers assert the same fnct, with the same 
assurance. Let me ask then a few questions, Did ever any heathen priest or 
magician make such a challenge at the hazard of their lives? Did the evil 
spirits ever stand in awe of them, or any of the philosophers? Will the critics 
say that these long quotations are foisted into the text, when they are in every 
primitive writer? And are not these matters of fact, not of reason, wherein 
Christinns and heathens could not be imposed upon? If so, what can be urged 
against this demonstration of the truth of the Christian religion? What stronger 
evidence, what more sensible conviction, could the heathens have, than to sec 
and hear the gods they worshipped, howl and wail and fly, at the name of 
Christ, and confess themselves to he all devils in the presence of thci,· 
worshippers? This kingdom of darkness was permitted to ~row to its full 
height, and the ruin of it then providentially reserved for the coming and 
conquest of the Son of God ; and though the dispositions am! confessions of 
evil spirits recorded of Him and His apostles m the New Testament do 
sufficiently prove Him to be sent from God, yet the exercise o( the same power 
in their Master's name before proconsuls and tribunals for many n1;cs, makes the 
argument still the stronger and more unexceptionable. For it is not possible for 
a miracle of three or four hundred years' continuance in public to be suspected 
for a cheat. 
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On the other hand, if they are demons or angels, how comes it to 
pass that they personate gods, when they give their responses to 
any but Christians? For as those who have the reputation of gods 
would not say they are devils if they are truly gods, because they 
would not divest themselves of their majesty, so those you know to 
be demons durst never aspire to the titles of gods if there were any 
gods of those titles they usurp, because no doubt they would be 
afraid of smarting for that usurpation from those superior deities 
they have thus affronted. 

The consequence therefore is undeniable, that the deities you 
worship are no deities; for if they were, the devils would never 
presume to lay claim to the title of gods, or the gods disclaim it. 
Since therefore both one and the other concur to the acknowledg­
ment of this truth, that the gods in worship are no gods, you must 
confess them to be all of the same kind, that is devils. Bethink 
yourselves now, and examine the gods on every side. For those 
you presumed to be gods you plainly see to be devils; and by the 
help of Christians, and by the help of your very gods, not only 
confessing themselves, but all the rest also not to be gods, you will 
presently learn which is the true God; whether it is He, and He 
alone whom the Christians profess, and whether He is to be believed 
and worshipped, according to the Christian rule of faith and wor­
ship. When we conjure these evil spirits in the name of Christ, let 
them reply if they dare, Who is this Christ with His fable of a gospel? 
Let them say that He is of the common order of men ; or will they 
call Him a magician? Or say that after He was buried, His disciples 
came and stole away His body out of the sepulchre, or that He is 
yet among the dead? Or rather will they not own Him to be in 
heaven, and that He will come down from thence, and put the 
whole universe in a tremor at His coming, and all mankind, but 
Christians, into horror and lamentation? Shining in His native 
Rlory, as He is the power of God, and the Spirit of God, and the 
Logos, and the Wisdom, and the Reason, and the Son of God. Let 
the devils keep their votaries company in derision, and join you 
with their wit and drollery upon these things. Let them deny that 
Christ will come in judgment upon every soul from the creation, 
having first restored its body. Let them declare, and in open 
court if they think fit, that. they are of a mind with Plato and the 
poets, that it is the lot of Minos and Rhadamanthus to be judges of 
the world. Let them wipe off the brand of their own ignominy and 
damnation. Let them renounce themselves to be unclean spirits, 
though this is evident from the nature of their food, from the 
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blood, and stenches, and putrid sacrifices of animals, and the 
abominable forms made use of in divination. And lastly, let them 
disown themselves to be in a damned state, and under dreadful 
expectations of the final judgment, where they shall receive the 
recompense of sins, together with their worshippers, and all such 
workers of iniquity. 

But now this power and dominion of ours over these wicked 
spirits has all its efficacy from the name of Christ, and from our 
reminding them of those judgments which are dropping upon their 
heads from the hand of God through Christ, whom He has made 
Judge of the world ; and the dread they have of Christ in God, and 
God in Christ, is the thing which subjects them to the servants of 
God and Christ Thus therefore by a touch of our hand, or the 
breath of our mouth, scorched as it were with the prospect and repre­
sentation of future flames, they go out of the bodies they possess 
at our command, but sore against their will, and gnashing and red­
hot with shame, to quit their possessions in the presence of their 
adorers. 

Now then let me advise you to believe the devils when they speak 
true of themselves, you who are used to credit them in their lies; 
for no man is a fool to such a degree as to be at the pains of lying 
to his disgrace, but only to his reputation ; and one is a thousand 
times apter to believe men when they confess to their disadvantage 
than when they deny for interest 

These testimonies then of your gods against themselves often 
conduce to the making of Christians, because there is no believing 
them, without believing in our Master Christ. The very devils 
kindle in us the belief of Holy Scripture ; the very devils are 
edifying, and raise our hope to assurance. But you worship them, 
and with the blood of Christians too, I well know ; and therefore 
they would by no means lose such good clients and devoted 
servants as you are, not only for the sake of their honours and 
offerings, but for fear, should any of you turn Christians, you 
should dispossess and serve them as we do. They would never, I 
say, baulk a lie, in so grand a concern, was it in their power to lie, 
when a Christian interrogates them in order to give you a proof of 
his religion by their own confession. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

THAT THE ROMANS ARE THE CRIMINALS IN POINT OF 

RELIGION, AND NOT THE CHRISTIANS. 

Tms_universal confession of the evil spirits, whereby they disclaim 
the title of gods, and whereby they declare that there is no other 
God but one, whose servants we profess to be ; this confession, I 
say, is argument enough with a witness to discharge Christians from 
the crime of irreligion, especially towards the Roman gods ; for ii 
the Roman gods for a certain are no gods, then their religion for a 
certain is no religion; and if theirs be no religion, because theirs 
be no gods, then certainly we cannot be justly charged upon the 
article of irreligion, with respect to the worship of the Roman deities. 
But this reproach rebounds upon yourselves, for you who worship a 
lie, and not only neglect the tru,e religion of the true God, but 
moreover join all your forces to fight it out of the world, are in 
truth guilty of that which is most properly irreligion. For should 
I grant those you worship to be gods, do not you likewise subscribe 
to the common opinion that there is one most high and powerful 
Deity, who is the Author and Sovereign of the world, of infinite 
majesty and perfection? For thus many among you have ranged 
the gods, so as to vest the supreme power in one only, and make 
the rest subaltern gods, and under-officers merely of this Almightiest 
of deities; and thus Plato 1 describes great Jove as attended above 
by an heavenly host of inferior gods and demons. Can you say, 
then, that we must pay the same honours to his procurators and 
prefects and presidents, as to the emperor himself? And pray 
now, where is the crime to be ambitious of getting into the good 
graces of Cresar only? and to acknowledge the title of God like 
that of the emperor, His due alone who has the sovereign authority? 
since by your laws it is capital to call any one Cresar who is not 
supreme, or to hear him so called by any other. I will grant you 
there is a difference in the modes of worship between a worshipper 
of God and a worshipper of Jove. Let us then suppose that one 

1 Ut Plato :Jovem magnum in ,a!lo ,omilum u:erdtu des,ribtl Deorum pan"trr 
et Damonum. This passage we have in Greek in Athenagoras, lhus-"o ll ,-iy•1 
~y,µ,,:,, ,U tJbpt1.,i z,u, iA.zllll6111 .,.,.,,,;, lpp,11, .. ,;,,.,, .. ,,,,;,,,..,, 3111.&lff!'-Z, ,, .. , ... , •• 1 
,.,,,,,.,'>.,.,..,., , ,,.;; )l i<r,,,.,.., ,,,.,,..,.,;;, e,.;;,.,., ••l ),.,,.,,.,,. Athena!, Legal. pro 
Christian. The supremacy of one deity is what you will find by Minutius Feli,r 
proved at large from all the philosophers. 



Tertullian's Apology for the Christians. 81 

roan worships the true supreme God, another Jove ; one prays with 
suppliant hands lifted up to heaven, another lays them upon the 
altar ofFides,1 another (if you will think them deities) prays looking 
upon the clouds,2 others upon the stately roofs of the temple; one 
devotes his own life to his god, another the life of a goat. But 
you had best see to it whether this does not concur to the making 
up of another article of irreligion against you-namely, to deprive 
men of the liberty of worshipping after their own way, and to inter­
dict them the option of their deity; so that I must not worship the 
god I would, but am forced to worship the god I would not ; and 
yet it is agreed upon on all hands, that forced or unwilling services 
are not grateful either to God or man ; and for this reason even the 
Egyptians are tolerated in their superstition, which is the very 
vanity of vanities : they are permitted to make gods of birds and 
beasts, and to make it capital to be the death of any of these kinds 
of deities. Every province and city has its proper gods, as Syria 
the god Ashtaroth,8 Arabia has Disares, Bavaria Belinus, Africa the 
Celestial Virgin,• and Mauritania their kings. Now these pro-

1 Aram Fidd. Tully in his Oj/ius, lib. iii., hns these words-Fidem ;,. Capitolio 
vidnam Jovi Oft. Ma.z. Maj'oru noslri uu vol11"'4nl. Hence that of Silius-

///e diam 'I"" prisca Fides slaJ Regia, no/Jis 
Awrea Tarpeia pond Capito/ia n,pe. 

There was likewise one Fidius, a Sabine god, whose temple wns upon the Mons 
Quirinalis. He was the god who took care of onths, hence thnt of Plautus in 
Asinar, Prr Dn,,,m Fidi11m ptrris. This onth was nfterwnrds conlrncted into 
one word, M,di,ujiduu, though Festus Pompeius expounds it otherwise, 'JUasi 
'LJ, fili11s, lib. xi. 

• Nubu n11mrrel orans. The wise and good Socrntes wns lnshed by Aristo­
phanes in his NuM/Jiu for a worshipper of the clouds, becnuse he worshipped 
the one true God wilh eyes lifted up to heaven lil<e the Christinns, who having 
in n Gentile sense ueither temple, image, nor nltnr, ns the heathen in Minutius 
objects, were charged, ns Tertullian intimates, for adoring clouds ; but how that 
in !llinutius is to be understood, I refer the render to my notes upon thnt 
passage. Scaliger understauds this of Juvenal of the Christians, nncl rends it 
thus-

Nil frill" Nu/Jes, d Ca!li Numm adorant. 
1 Syria Aslarles. Eusebius from Sanchoniathon will have it to be Venus, 

Euseb. Prtrp. Evang. lib. i. cap. 10, p. 38. Suidas says this-"A.-,.-p.,.n I, -:ra.p 
"E:u."'" 'Afp,),..., A,,,,..,.i,", e,,, ?,).,,/.,,. This was the goddess of the Sidonians 
whon1 Solomon himself went arter, and lo whom he built an house. I Ki11v;s 
xi. S; :z Kings xxiii. 13. And in the house of· Ashtaroth called by the LXX. 
A,.,._.,.,." did the Philistines bang up Saul"s armour after his death. I Sam. 

xxxi. JO. 
• C(l//eslis. This celestial virgin was peculiarly honoured at Carthage, an,1 is 

supposed by some to be Juno, though there is huge controversy about it. And 
the rest of the idols here mentioned are so obscure, and so much disputed, that I 
believe the reader will thau1' me if I say no more 11bout them. 
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vinces (if I mistake not) are under the Roman jurisdiction, and 
yet I do not find any of the Roman gods in worship among them ; 
because the gods of these countries are as little known at Rome as 
many of the municipal deities in several towns in Italy, as Del­
ventinus of Casinum, Visidianus of Narni, Ancaria of Ascoli, 
Nursia of Volsinium, Valentia of Ocricoly, Nortia of Sutri, and 
Juno of Monte Fiasco, who was worshipped by the name of Curetis 
in honour of her father Cures. But we Christians, we alone are 
the people who are not tolerated to enjoy a separate religion proper 
to ourselves ; we offend the Romans, and are not to be looked 
upon as Romans, because we do not worship the God of the 
Romans ; however, we have this advantage, that God is the God 
of all, whose we are all, whether we will or no ; but there is a 
universal toleration among you· to pay divine honours to any but 
the true God, as if this was not emphatically the God of all, whose 
creatures we all are. 

--o--

CHAPTER XXV. 

THAT THE ROMAN GRANDEUR IS NOT OWING TO THE 

ROMAN RELIGION. 

I HAVE now, in my opinion, given sufficient proofs of the false and 
the true divinity; having not only disputed and demonstrated this 
point from arguments drawn from reason, but also from the very 
confessions of those you acknowledge for gods ; so that nothing 
more seems necessary to be reinforced upon that head. But 
because the Roman greatness is an objection that comes properly 
in my way, I will not decline the combat I am challenged to, by 
the presumption of those who say that the Romans 1 arrived to 
such a pitch of grandeur as to be masters of the world, by the pure 

1 J?omanos pro merito Rdigiositatis diligentissima: in tantum 5_ublimitalis dalos. 
That the Roman greatness was not owing to the Roman rehg,on, Prudentms 
proves at large, lib. ii. adver. Symmach. 

Sed multi duxere Dii per prospera Romam, 
Quos co/it ob meritum magnis donata Triumphis, 
Ergo age, Bellatrix, qua: vis mbjecerit, ede. 

And Minutius is very particular upon the same head, but because he h~s borrowed 
so many hints from Terlullian, and is subjoined to this Apology, I will not _fore­
stall the reader. However, that the Romans valued themselves as extraordinary 
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dint and merits of their religion ; and consequently that theirs were 
the right gods, inasmuch as they who served them out-flourished all 
others in glory, as much as they surpassed them in devotion to 
these deities ; and this surpassing figure, no doubt, was the return 
your own Roman gods made you for their worship ; and these 
proper gods, who have thus enlarged your borders must be Ster­
culus, and Mutunus, and Larentina; for it is not to be imagined 
that strange gods should find in their hearts to be greater friends to 
a strange nation than to their own ; and that they should make 
over their own native soil, in which they were bred, and born, and 
buried, and deified, to an outlandish people. Let Cybele see to it, 
whether she transplanted her affections to Rome for the sake of her 
beloved countrymen the Trojans, screened from the Grecian arms 
I warrant by her divine protection; let her say whether she went 
over to the Romans upon this view, as foreseeing them the people 
that would revenge her upon her enemies, and one day triumph 
over Greece, as Greece had done over Troy; and to prove that 
she did go over to the Romans upon this prospect, she has 
given a most glorious instance of her foresight in our age, for M. 
Aurelius being taken off at Sirmium the seventeenth day of March,1 
her chief priest and eunuch on the twenty-fourth day of the same 
month, having lanced his arms, and let out his impure blood upon 
the altar, offered up his usual vows for the life of the emperor, who 
was dead some days before. 0 leaden-heeled couriers ! 0 drowsy 
dispatches! not to give Cybele notice before the emperor was dead ; 
in good troth, Christians must make a little merry with such a goddess. 

But had kingdoms been at Jove's disposal, Jove surely hnd 
never suffered his own Crete to have come under the Roman rod ; 
unmindful of the ldean cave and the never-to-be-forgotten noise the 
Corybantes made to drown his infant cries, and of the agreeable 
sweets of his fragrant nurse the Goat Amalthrea. What I would 
not he have preferred his own tomb before any capitol, and made 
the country which contained Jove's ashes 2 the mistress of the 

favourites of heaven upon the account of their grandeur, is evident from that or 
\'alerius, lib. i. Non Mirum igilur n' pro eo impen·o a11gmdo c11slodit11do,7.; 
f.--rlinax De""'m indulgenlia stmfartxcubuil. 

1 M. At1rtlio-exempto, die decimo uxlo Ka/end. Aprili11m. Thus Dion 
Cassius of the same emperor says-.-;; 1.-.-.. .,. .. ) J,.,.,i.,~ ... ;; Ma.p.,./011 ..,.,.,..;u. .. £0,, 

• Qua cineres 7ovis lexil. There is hard!~ any one thing more talked or than 
Crete by the poets and historians, and the Christians apologists, where Jove was 
born, bred, and buried. Thus Virgil-

Didao Cali R,gmi pavere mb anlro. 
Thus St. Cypri:in, de Idol. van. An/rum Jovis in Crela visilur. And in the 
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world? Would Juno, do you think, could she have helped it, 
suffered her beloved Carthage, more beloved than Samos, to have 
been sacked and ruined by the detested race of Trojans; for I 
know her passion for this city from your own Virgil : 

--Here, here, this darling place, 
Immortal J uno's arms, and chariot grace; 
And here to fix the universal reign 
The mighty goddess strove, but strove in vain, 
By mightier fate o'ercome.1 

Poor unhappy Juno, wife and sister both to Jove, and yet not a 
match for fate! For, as another poet has it, 

Even Jove himself must bend to fate. 2 

And yet the Romans cannot afford the fates who made them masters 
of Carthage in spite of all the intrigues of Juno, half so much 
honour as they pay to the most infamous of prostitutes, Larentina. 
But it is certain that many of your gods reigned once upon earth : 
if therefore kingdoms are now at their disposal, pray tell me from 
whom did they themselves receive their crowns ? Who was the 
god that Saturn or Jove worshipped? Some dunghill-god, Sterculus 
I suppose; but this could not well be, for Saturn and Jupiter were 
both dead long before Sterculus got his immortal honour at Rome 
for teaching his countrymen the art of dunging their ground But 
though some of your gods never arrived to the honour of being 
kings, yet others who were kings have not had the honour to be 
gods. The disposal of kingdoms therefore must be lodged else­
where, and not in the kings themselves; because they are kings 
before they have the good luck to be gods, or the disposers of 
kingdoms. But how ridiculous a thing is it to ascribe the Roman 
grandeur to the merits of the Roman religion, when the grandeur is 
older than the religion ; or rather the religion increased and multi­
plied in prop<?rtion to the state. For though your superstitious 

Alexandrian Chronic. we have this inscription,-EN8A4E KEITAI 8ANON 
IIIKO:ll KAI o ZET:ll 8N. KAI 41AKAOOTIIN-HIC SITUS J ACET PICUS 
MORTUUS, QUI ET JUPITER, QUEM JOVEM VOCANT. 

1 Hie illius arma, 
Hie eurrus fuil, hoe Regnum Dta Gmti6us tsse, 
Si qua Futa sinant,jam tum lenditq.; fovdq.; 

--Fato slat :Jupiter ipse. 
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curiosities had their first conception in Numa's brain,1 and yet 
during his reign the Roman worship was without either statue or 
temple, their old religion was a thrifty plain religion,2 without any 
pompous rites, or any capitol vying with heaven ; 8 their altars 
were rude and hasty, and of turf only ; their sacred vessels of 
Samian clay. And from hence the moderate steams of a slender 
sacrifice ascended, and not the image of any god to be seen 
amongst them ; for as yet the Grecian and Tuscan artists had not 
overflowed the city with the invention of images; and therefore it 
is certain that the Romans were not so exceeding religious before 
they were so exceeding great; and consequently their greatness 
cannot be owing to their religion. 

But with what forehead can men entitle their greatness to 
religion, when their greatness stands upon the ruins of religion ? 

1 A n,.,,,4 ""''~la trl Cllriorila.r Supn-stitiosa. It has been objected thl\t the 
consent of nations, if it argues anything, argues for Polytheism, thnt being more 
universal, and consequently more natural than the worship of one god ; but 
this is a vrry foolish objection ; for there is in all mankind a propensity to 
religion in general, as there is an inclination to eat and drink in all ; nnd as 
it is left to the direction of our appetites wliat we should choose to ent nnd 
drink in particular, so is it left to our reason what we should worship; but to 
eat and drink and worship something, we are all inclined, though often nhusecl 
as to the object. It is this natural propensity to religion designing men strike 
in with ; and they would never apply to it so universally did they not lind nil 
mankind readily disposed for divine worship; for an atheist has been looked 
upan as a monster in all ages. Thus it was thnt Numa Pompilius worked upon 
his subjects, and pr0C11Jed an implicit veneration to nil his institutions, by pre­
tending an acquaintance with the goddess ./Egeria. N11111a Pampilius, 11/ 
Pop,,IMm /t.'1mumwm sa,ns 06/i'g'artl, volebal videri sibi mm Dea //-,:i;,ri11 
(Dnl7"'sn<S ,ue n«l1'rnos, tftu'lue mtmilu a.apla Diis lm111orlalib1u s,ur,1 
imh°llll'Tt. Valer. Mu. lib. i. cap. 2. 

2 FT1'gi /t.'eligio, etc. Vano says that the Romans worshipped their gods one 
hundred and se,·enty years without any image, and thinks they hnd been helter 
served had there been no images made; 11ncl this fruga.lity in religion lnslc,l lo 
the conquest of Asia, 1'Sf/Ut ad dtn1iclam Asiam, sa.ys Pliny, lib. xxxiv. Thu,; 
Ovid, 1peaking of the ancient simplicity, says-

Jupiltr uip,J w lolr,s stabal in ./Ede, 
Inpe .Jovis dertrd jictile Fu/men era/. 

In Fast. 3, and in like manner Ju\'enal-
Hanc re6us Latiis (uram pra,stare solebal 
Fi,tili,, el nu/lo violatus fupiter auro. 

Viel. Cicer. ParadoJ:. 1. 
~ Capilolia urlan#a ctzlo. Capitols vying with heaven. Agreeable to which 

Martial thus describes it-
Nee Capitolini summum penelrale Tonantis, 

Quaque nitml Calo proxima Temp/a suo. 
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For, if I mistake not, kingdoms or empires are got by wars, and 
propagated by victories, and wars and victories for the most part 
conclude in the captivity and desolation of cities. And this sort of 
business is not likely to be despatched without treading upon 
religion ; for the walls of a town and those of a temple are battered 
both alike-priests and people slain without distinction; and the 
plundering soldier will no more pardon the riches of the gods than 
those of men. The Romans therefore may compute their sacrileges 
by their trophies, and tell how many gods they have triumphed 
over, by the nations they have conquered; and withal remember 
that all the statues of the captive deities now in the temple are but 
so many spoils of war. And yet these gods will endure to be 
worshipped by such enemies, and decree them a perpetual empire 1 

for so doing, when in honour they ought to be revenged upon 
their outrages, rather than be cajoled by their adoration ; but gods 
who have neither sensation nor knowledge may be injured with as 
much impunity as they are served with vanity. Certainly it cannot 
enter into any one's head to imagine that the Romans grew to this 
bulk of greatness by the influence of religion, who (as I have 
suggested) one way or other always mounted to their greatness by 
treading upon religion ; for even those whose kingdoms are melted 
down, as it were, into one mass of Roman empire, those, I say, 
when they lost these kingdoms were no more without religion than 
they who got them. 

--0--

CHAPTER XXVI. 

THAT KINGDOMS AR'E ONLY AT HIS DISPOSAL WHO IS THE TRUE GOD. 

CoNSIDER therefore with yourselves, and see whether it must not 
needs be Him who is the disposer of kingdoms, who is the maker 
and proprietor of the world which is governed, and of the man ~ho 
governs it; whether it must not be Him who orders the r~volu_t10ns 
of empire in succeeding ages of time, who was before time itself, 
and who of the several pa1'ts or links of ages compose_d the whole 
body or chain of time; whether it is not He who raises up and 

1 JI/is Imperium sine jine decermmt. Tertullian frequently quotes Vi~gil 
expressly, which makes 1t probable that in these words he alludes to a hke 
passage in that poet-

Impen·11m sine fine dedi. 
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pulls down cities, under whom mankind once sojourned without 
any cities at all. Why will you thus persist in error? For ancient 
uncultivated Rome 1 is ancienter than many of your gods. She had 
her kings before she had such a circumference of her ground taken 
up with a capitol. The Babylonians, and Medes, and Egyptians, 
and Assyrians, and Amazons had all their kingdoms before your 
Pontiffs, and Quindecemviri, and Salii, and Luperci were thought 
of. After all, had the Roman gods been the dispensers of king­
doms, the ancient Jews had never risen to such an ascendant as to 
reign in defiance of all the common deities all the world over; to 
which god of the Jews you yourself have offered sacrifices, and to 
whose temple you have presented gifts; and which nation for a long 
time you honoured with your alliance ; 2 and which, let me tell you, 
you had never reigned over had they not finally filled up the 
measure of their sins with their sin against Jesus Christ. 

--o-

CHAPTER XXVII. 

THAT THE GENTILES ARE SET AGAINST CHRISTIANS BY THE 
INSTIGATION OF EVIL SPIRITS. 

THIS I take for a sufficient answer to that article which charges us 
with treason against the gods, having demonstrated them to be no 
gods, and consequently no harm done them. Wheu therefore we 
are called forth to sacrifice, we set conscience before to support us 
against the order, which tells us what kind of beings those are 
which these sacrifices are made to, that are made to the images 
prostituted for worship, and to the consecrated names of men. But 
some look upon it as madness, that when we might sacrifice 
occasionally, antl depart in a whole skin, or without hurting our 
conscience, by virtue of an inward reserve to continue firm to our 

1 Sylvesln's Roma. Wild uncultivated Rome; in which state Virgil thus 
describes it, ..£n. 8-

Hine ad Tarpeiam Sedtm, el Capitolia ducit, 
Aurea nunc, olim Sylvestribus horrida dumis. 

• Frrden'l,us. Concerning the alliance and frequent Icai:ues or the Romans 
with the Jews, vid. Machab. lib. i. cap. 8, lib. ii. cap. 11, etc. ; and Joseph. 
lib. xiv. p. 486, lib. xvi. cap. 10, p. 562. But for offering sacril1ce to the god 
or the Jews I cannot find, though Herald us affirms it, and from Josephus. 
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religion, that we should be such blockheads as to prefer our 
opiniatrete to our lives. Thus, forsooth, you give the counsel by 
what means we are to abuse you ; but well we know from whence 
the suggestions come ; who it is that is behind the scene and 
prompts all this ; and how he works sometimes by persuasive wiles, 
and sometimes by dint of cruelty, and all to throw us off from our 
constancy. It is verily the devil of an angel, a spirit divorced 
from God, and for that reason our immortal enemy, and one who 
gnashes with envy at the divine graces we enjoy, and plays all his 
engines of destruction against us from your minds, as it were from 
a citadel. Which minds of yours are by his secret injections 
modified and suborned to that perverseness of judgment, and 
savage injustice against us, which I mentioned in the beginning of 
my Apology. For although the whole force of demons and such 
kind of spirits is subjected to us, yet, like other rebellious slaves, 
their fear is mixed with contumacy, and it is their meat and drink 
to be hurting those whom otherwise they are afraid of, for servile 
fear inspires hatred. 

Besides, in this stage of rage and despair, they look upon 
mischief as their whole comfort; and all the lucid interval 1 they 
have for this devilish enjoyment is but until the day of judgment ; 
and yet when we apprehend them, they surrender and submit to 
their condition ; and whom they battle at a distance they beseech 
at hand. Therefore when by their instinct you treat us like rebels, 
and condemn us to workhouses, or prisons, or the mines, and such 
like servile punishment; when thus, I say, by you their instruments 
they break out against us, in whose power they are (for they know 
their imparity full well, and their malice is but the more enraged at 
their impotency), then we take another course, and engage these 
odious spirits, as it were, upon equal terms, and resist with patience 
impregnable; that being the quarter they attack us upon with all 
their fury, and we never come off so triumphantly as when we 
suffer victoriously, and resist unto death. 

1 J•i·1mzda iterum malignitati de P1Z111Z mord. " And all the lucid interrnl they 
have for this devilish enjoyment is hut until the ?ay of judgment." __ In the!~ word_s 
our author plainly alludes to the Second Epi,tle of St. Peter 11. 4- For 11 
Go,! spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and 
clcliverecl them inlo chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment." And this 
allusion, in a point of doctrine, in some measure proves that this E?istle went for 
genuine in our author's time. 

--o--
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

mAT THE ROMANS HAVE THEIR EMPERORS IN GREATER 
VENERATION THAN THEIR GODS. 

BUT because it seems manifestly wrong to drag men to sacrifice 
against the natural freedom of their wills, since, as I have else­
where declared, religion must be a pure act of the will, it must 
needs be very foolish to press men to the service of the gods, whom 
for their own sakes they ought to serve freely ; and that it should 
not be in a man's choice, which he has a right to by the liberty of 
his will, to say, I will not have Jove for my god. Who are you, 
pray, sir, that pretend to have my will in keeping? I care not a 
farthing for Janus, let him tum his brows upon me from which 
forehead he pleases. What have you to do with me in the choice 
of religion ? But they which put you upon forcing us to sacrifice 
to the gods are the same spirits which inform you to make us 
sacrifice 1 for the safety of the emperor ; and so Cresar's safety 
being twisted with the honour of the gods, you are by this stratagem 
necessitated to compel, and we to suffer. 

I come now to the second article of Iese majesty, but majesty 
more august with you than that of your gods ; for you are more 
sincerely afraid and circumspect in your devotions to Cesar thnn 
to Olympian Jove; and deservedly too if you understood it; for 
what man alive is not preferable to a dead one? But this difference 
in your devotions is not grounded so much upon reason, or the 
knowledge you have of your deities, as upon the consideration of 
the emperor's present sensible power upon you; and it is upon 
this account here I tax you with irreligion, because you stand more 
heartily in awe of Cresar than of all your gods; for, in tine, you will 
sooner invoke all your gods round to bear witness to a lie than 
swear falsely by the single genius of Cresar.9 

1 Pro salute J111pernlori1 sacn/frart. When Hcro<l an<l his father Nicctcs took 
up Polycarp into their coach, they attemptc<l to persuade him oIT of his resolu­
tion to suffer, in this form of words, .. ; ,y•p •••'• i,.,.,, ,;..,,;,, .11,,. Kaitrap, •• ; IU,11.i 
■cl J,.,.,t.,,.,. "\Vhere is the harm to say, 0 Lord C:csar, an,l to sacrifice, and 
so save yourself?" And wheo the martyr was broui.:ht before the tribunal, the 
proconsul charges him to swear by the genius of Ca:sar, oµo,., .,..ii K11,/,u.po, .,."X"'• 
~,,,. ••• ,,, .. , .r ..... r, • .,.,ii; ali,u,, that is, swear by c~sar's genius, repent, say lake 
off the atheists, that is, the Christians. These and such like were the forms 
upoo which they trie<l Christians. Vid. E11seh. Ea. fli,t. lib. iv. cap. 15, p. 131. 

• Citi111 dmique n/,ud vos. Tutiu, fer .fo1,i1 <,",·11i11m ftjtrau, q11a111 /.','!-{is It 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

THAT THE EMPERORS MAINTAIN THE GODS RATHER THAN THE 

GODS THE EMPERORS. 

FIRST therefore make it appear that those you sacrifice t~ can 
protect either kings or subjects, and then charge us with treason 
against gods and men ; for if angels or demons, spirits essentially 
wicked or of the most destructive nature, can be the authors of 
any good ; if spirits Jost and undone themselves can save others, 
if the damned can give freedom, and lastly if the dead (as you 
know in your conscience your gods to be) can defend the living, 
pray why do they not defend in the first place their own statues and 
images and temples, which in my opinion are defended by Caesar's 
guards, who keep watch and ward for their security. But the 
materials of these I think come from Cresar's mines ; and the 
temples depend on Cresar's nod; and lastly, many of the gods have 
felt Cresar's displeasure; and if he has been propitious to the gods, 
and liberal, and bestowed privileges upon them, it still makes for 
our cause. Thus then how is it likely that they who are at Cresar's 
nod, as they all entirely are, should be the guardians of Cresar's 
life ? Is it not more likely that the gods should be in Cresar's 
keeping, than Cresar in theirs? What! are we traitors to the 
emperors because we do not set them below their own possessions? 
because we will not make mock addresses for their safety, con­
cluding it cannot be in the keeping of hands of lead. But you are 
the only persons of religion who pray for their safety where it 
cannot be had, and overlook Him who alone has it in His power. 
But those who know how to ask it, and can obtain it too, because 
they know how to ask it; those, I say, you are persecuting out of 
the world. 

is much safer, says Minutius, to swear falsely by the genius of Jove than 
Ca:sar. 

Jurandasque tuum per nomen ponimus ara.s, says Horace. 

For he who swore falsely by the gods was noted only by the censors, and 
exposed to shame. Vid. Ciceron. lib. iv. de Repub. But one perjured by the 
genius of Cesar was severely bastinadoed, and exposed into the barge.in. For 
thus says Ulpian, lib. xiii., de Jure-jurando, Siquis juraven't in re pecuniari4 per 
Genium Ccesaris, et pejernverit, etc. Imperator nosier cum Paire rescnpsis, fasti, 
bus eum castigandum dimittere, et ita ei superd~i, .-,,,..,,,.;r ,,.~ ;,.,.,, petulante, 
nefurato, 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

CONCERNING THE GOD OF CHRISTIANS BY WHOM KINGS REIGN, 

AND THE PRAYERS OF CHRISTIANS FOR THE LIFE OF THE 
EMPERORS. 

THE God we pray to for the life of emperors is the eternal God, 
the true God, the God of life, and whom above all the emperors 
themselves principally desire to propitiate; they know by whom 
they reign as kings and live as men. They are sensible that He is 
the only God, and in whose power alone they are ; and that they 
themselves are, next under Hirn, supreme; and after Him the first 
in honour above all men, and all your other gods too into the 
bargain. And why not? since they are above all men living, and 
the living surely are above the dead. They consider how far their 
power will go, and find it infinitely below the reach of heaven, and 
so come to be sensible of a God above them ; and consequently 
that the powers they have must be from God. Let an emperor 
make war upon heaven, and pride himself with the thoughts of 
leading captive heaven in triumph; let him set guards upon heaven, 
and try to reduce it to a Roman province, and he will find his 
weakness. He is therefore great, because he is but less than 
heaven; for he is a creature of His who made heaven and every 
creature that ever had a being. He made him an emperor who 
made him a man ; the author of his life is the author of his power. 

To this Almighty Maker and Disposer of all Things it is that we 
Christians offer up our prayers, with eyes lifted up to heaven, un­
folded hands in token of our sirnplicity,1 and with uncovered heads, 

1 /lh« nu;,n·mta Cllrirtiani manibus ezpantU, etc. The primitive Christinns 
at their devotion did not only lirt up their hands to heaven, for so we find the 
heathens did, according to that of Virgil-

El duplius lmdms ad sidtra pa/mas, 

but they laid their ezpanded hands transverse in the form of 11 cross ; and so we 
are to understand our author here by his manilnu expansis, and so likewise in 
his book de Oral. cap. 11-Nos vero non allollimus Ian/um, sed eliam expawli­
mw, et Dominic4 Passione modulamur. Vid. Not. Vales. in Euseb. Eccles. Hist. 
lib. iv. cap. 14, p. 242. I cannot but take notice here of a most extraordinary 
objection against set forms of prayer, urged by David Clarkson in his discourse 
concerning liturgies, from this passage : "That the Christians then lirted up their 
hands and eyes to heaven in prayer, which shows they had no books." It shows 
it indeed just III much as our lilting up our hands and eyes shows now that we 
have no Common Prayer-Book in our Church ; but certainly both ministers and 
people being constantly used lo one form may have so much memory as to find 
time to look off from their books, and look up lo heaven at proper seo.sons. 
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because we have nothing to blush for in our devotion; and without 
a prompter,1 because we pray with our hearts rather than our 
tongues ; and in all our prayers are ever mindful of all our 
emperors and k\ngs whe!e~oe~er we live, beseeching God for every 
one of them without d1stmct1on, that He would bless them with 
length of days and a quiet reign, a well-established family, a stout 

1 Deniqzu sine Monitore, quia. de Pertore ora.mus. This is just such another 
obscure passage as the n. A11,,z,,,_,, in Justin Martyr already mentioned; 
but as dark as it is, yet with some men it is as clear as the day for the use of 
extempore prayer in Tertullian's time. But before I enter upon this contro­
verte~ place, I desire the reader to take notice first, that though our author does 
not ~ve us the very form, because he wrote to unbelievers, yet in this chapter 
he g,ves the heads of a stated prayer for the emperor, namely, a long life, a 
q~iet empire, a well-established family, a valiant army, a faithful senate, a 
virtuous people, etc. Now he could not deliver in these particulars as a proof 
of the Christian loyally, unless they prayed constantly for these things, and that 
must be by a constant settled form; for extempore prayer is as uncertain as the 
wind, and could have been no evidence in this or any other case. Secondly, by 
this phrase, "without a monitor," cannot possibly be meant without any one to 
dictate a form of words to them, because in all their public prayers the minister 
was always the mouth of the congregation, and whether he prayed by a form, or 
extempore, his words must be a form of words to the people who prayed after 
him. Whatever therefore this dubious expression may mean, it cannot possibly 
mean without a form, unless it means without a minister ; because, as I have 
said, the prayers of the minister mast be a form to the people. And now for the 
phrase itself; we pray Sine Monitore, without a prompter or monitor, because 
de Pecfore, from the heart, that is extempore, as Mr. Clarkson and the anti­
formulists expound it. Bishop Bilson, in his Christian Subject, with great 
modesty says, "This seems to be meant of the miraculous gift of prayer, which 
dured in the Church unto his time." Vid. Christian Subj. part iv. p. 411. But 
then he supposes withal that this extraordinary gift ceased soon after, and that 
liturgies came into practice long before the time of SL Basil or Chrysostom ; so 
that, allowing this conjecture, it will by no means follow that because ministers, 
while divinely inspired, prayed without a form, therefore they ought to keep on 
praying extempore when the days of inspiration are over. But with all respect 
to this learned prelate, he seems not to reach the design and meaning of 
Tertullian in this place ; and in order hereunto, it is to be remembered that 
the heathen had abundance of deities, and every deity to be invoked in a several 
form, for such blessings as lay within his particular province. Thus, for instance, 
Bacchus was invoked in this wise, 0 Bacchus I son of Semele, the giver of 
riches, etc. Vid. Casaub. Exercit. lib. xvi. p. 42. And so again for Janus, 
O Father Janus! with this cake I offer thee my good wishes, etc. Vid. Fest. 
in verb. Signif. And so again for Jupiter, Mars, and nil the rest. Now in such 
a swarm of deities and different invocations, a god might easily be passed over, 
or the invocation ill worded, or ill pronounced (which was looked upon very 
ominous, and hence perhaps that phrase of BMa. Verba.). For fear, I say, that 
there should be any omission or blunder in these divine addresses, these s~,eral 
forms of invocation were not only read out of the ritual by one priest, but there 
was another priest also appointed, as a public monitor, to oversee and set them 
right in their repetitions. And that this was the case seems very probable from 
that of Plioy, lib. xxviii, cap, 2-Inprecationibus, tu f/Uid Verbomm pr,ttenaJur, 
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army, a faithful senate, an honest people, and a peaceful world, and 
whatever else either prince or people can wish for. 

But these are blessings I cannot persuade myself to ask of any, 
but Him who I know can give them, and that is my God, and my 
God only, who has them in His disposal; and I am one to whom 
He has obliged Himself by promise to grant what I ask, if I ask as 
I should do; for I am His servant, and serve Him only, and for 

aut pr(J!posleru111 dicatur de Scnpto pr(J!ire aliquem, rursusque alium Custodem 
dari, qui attmdal. "In certain prayers, lest any of the words should be omitted, 
or preposterously repeated, there is one to dictate to the people out of a book, 
and another app<>inted as overseer, to attend how they pronounce." Now this 
last, whom Plmy calls the cusfos, or overseer, seems not unlikely to be the 
monitor alluded to by Tertullian. We pray then without a monitor, because de 
Pedore, from the heart; which may either signify that we repeat not our prayers 
aloud after the priest, as you do, but join with him in our soul ; or else, that we 
can say our prayers by heart, and so have no occasion for such a monitor, and 
then de Pedore answers exactly to " .. ., ... ,,~,,,, and such Grrecisms are much 
affected by this writer. Vid. Thomd . .Relig. Ass,ml,. p. 237. Another learned 
person understands this phrase de Putore of those prayers which every private 
Christian used in the solemn assemblies on the stationary days, in the intervals 
between the public offices of the Church, while the congregation kept silence ; 
and considering that they stayed at these stations for nine hours together, and 
that all this time was not taken up in reading, expounding, singing, and in 
common prayers, it is not improbable but the interspaces were allowed for the 
exercise of mental devotion. And then this phrase de Pector, cnn nrgue nothing 
against set forms in public prayers. Besides, it wns n custom, and tnken notice 
of by Plutnrch, that while the priest was officiating, for another to go behind 
him with this admonition, Hoe agr quod agis, " De sure to mind whnt you nre 
about ; " and this perhaps might be the monitor. But Christians who prnyed de 
Peeftrre, with all their hearts and souls, had no need of such nn officer. Lnstly, 
if we consider that Tertullian is here proving the sincerity of the Christian 
loyalty above that of the heathens, it seems most o.greeable to his design in my 
opinion, and what the words will very well bear, to understand him thus : the 
heathens were obliged to offer up their vows and s11crifices in public for the life 
of the emperor; and for fear they should omit to name him, either out of 
negligence or malice, or name him only by w11y of imprecation, there was n 
custos, or monitor, appointed to ace that they nghtly pronounced the form of 
words dictated by another priest from writing. And to this Seneca no douht 
nlludes in these remarkable words, /;I,. de Clement. cap. 19-Quid pulc/,riw 
tst, pam viwn oflanli6,u n41utis, 11 vota non sub Custode 11u11cupa,,1ibus? 
"What more lovely or desirable than to live in the hearts of his subjects, and to 
have them all praying for him without the help of a monitor?" And therefore, 
says our author, we pray sine Monitore, without an overseer, because de Pectore, 
that is, ex animo, becaUR we pray for emperors from our very heart and soul. 
Thus then we see how many ways there arc of e:w:pounding this obscure passage, 
each of which is much more probable than that which is urged for the justifica­
tion of e:w:tempore prayer. And thus likewise we see how the authority of the 
ancients is valued like an oracle, when they deliver themselves in agreeable 
ambiguity; but when they cannot be made to speak for the party, why then the 
Fathers are very ordinary people. 
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whose service I am killed all the day long, and to whom I offer 
that noble and greatest of sacrifices which He has commanded, a 
prayer which comes from a chaste body, an innocent soul, and a 
sanctified spirit; not a farthing's worth of frankincense, not the 
tears of an Arabian tree, or two drops of wine ; not the blood of 
a discarded bull worn out with age ; and after all these defilements, 
a conscience the most defiling thing of all. So that in truth, when 
I reflect upon the pollutions of the sacrificers who are to examine 
the qualifications of the sacrifice, I cannot but wonder why the 
entrails of the beasts should be rather inspected than the inwards 
of the priests. 

Thus, then, while we are stretching forth our hands to our God, 
let your tormenting irons harrow our flesh; let your gibbets exalt 
us, or your fires lick up our bodies, or your swords cut off our 
heads, or your beasts tread us to earth. For a Christian upon his 
knees to his God is in a posture of defence against all the evils 
you can crowd upon him. 

Consider this, 1 0 you impartial judges, and go on with your 
justice, and while our soul is pouring out herself to God in the 
behalf of the emperor, do you be letting out her blood. 

--o--

CHAPTER XXXI. 

THAT CHRISTIANS ARE COMMANDED TO LOVE THEIR ENEMIES. 

BuT perhaps our vows and intercessions with heaven for the life of 
the emperor are to be looked upon merely as the spices of flattery, 
and a trick only to elude the severity of the laws; but if you will 
have it a trick, it has had this advantage, to procure us the liberty 

1 Hoe agile, boni Pnzsides, e:xtorquete anim'!m Deo supplicant em pr_o lmper_a· 
tore. There is a most bitter sarcasm implied m these words, .f!o~ ag,k,. th11_t 1~, 
"be intent upon your sacrifice, and wrack out the soul of a Chnsl1an while It 1s 
praying to God for the life of the emperor;" wherein our auth?r manife~tly 
alludes to the custom just now mentioned from _Plutarch, that while the pr~est 
was sacrificing the crier or praco went behind with these words, Hoe age, mrnd 
what you are ~bout ; for thus Plutarch tells us in Con'o/ano, , .. ,., ,-ip t:.px, .. .-1, 
,; ltp,;, -,pd,,.tr"'"' '1') ,,.;., la/"'"• d "~pui rpl,~1111 ~•,.-f&).,, ,.,.,~ /1,;,, ;., ~,,,, ,,,~4,u ,-a, 
~OHi~. 'TO~'TO '1tptl.'Ttrl, wpo,.&xan &IAl~ou,. ,,,;, i,poi,, ... i p.,)1., .,,,,,, jf'~IIAaii, 4"1'T1SiU, 
/L.~i x,p1i10 t!~x.•'-•"•· 
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of proving what we proposed to do in our justification. Thou 
therefore that thinkest that the Christian religion expresses no 
concern for the life of Czsar, look into the word of God, the word 
we go by, and which we do not suppress in private, and which 
many accidents have thrown into the hands of strangers, and there 
you may see with what superabundant charity we are commanded 
to love our enemies, to bless them that curse us, to do good to 
them that hate us, and to pray for them which despitefully use ns, 
and persecute us, Matt v. 44. And who such cruel persecutors of 
Christians as the emperors for whom they are persecuted? And 
yet these are the persons we are commanded by the word of God 
expressly, and by name, to pray for; for thus it runs-" I exhort 
therefore, that first of all supplications and prayers, intercessions 
and giving of thanks be made for all men; for kings, and for all that 
are in authority ; that we may live a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and honesty," 1 Tim. ii. 1. For when the government is 
shaken, the members of it feel the shock, and we (though we arc 
not looked upon as members by the people), yet we must be found 
somewhere in the calamity of the public. 

--o-

CHAPTER XXXII. 

CONCERNING ANOTHER REASON OF THE CHRISTIANS IN PRAYING 
FOR THE EMPERORS. 

BuT there is another and more prevailing reason which determines 
us to intercede with heaven for the emperors, and for the whole 
estate of the empire, and their prosperity. And it is this, that we 
are of opinion that the conflagration of the universe which is now 
at hand, and is likely to flame out in the conclusion of this century, 
and to be such a horrid scene of misery, is retarded by this inter­
position of the Roman prosperity; 1 and therefore we desire not to 

1 Quod vim maximam u11ivn-10 orbi i111111inmlum, etc. Tcrlullian in this 
pasuge alludes to that of St. Paul, 2 Thess. ii.-" And now ye know what 
withholdeth, that he might be revealed in his time," etc. And so likewise in his 
book de Remr. CarniJ, cap. 24-Jam enim arcanum iniquilalis agitur; lan/11111 
ul q11i lrnet, tnual, dtmec de medio fiat. Qui1 ni1i Ro111a1111s Sta/111? etc. And 
it was the current opinion of the Fathers that Antichrist should not come until 
the Roman Empire was destroyed. To this purpose Theod. Chrysost. : T.,,, .-, 
as-rixu '1"'11, 'P.,,uc7,c:fl, i,,,,,.,,., /le,,>.,;.,, .,.,,lr JI 'NI• x.tZ,pu ,,.oU ,,,.;,~a.,,.,,, ol µl. iroii 
~,.u;~•,,.•• flo x,&pn fa,l•, o; t. 'T~• 

1 Pa11,,iai".t';,,. ipx;,, oTr ;,...,,,, !J,tlAur,ra. ,,.:1.1'-a.,. And 
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be spectators of dissolving nature; and while we pray for it to be 
deferred, we pray for the subsistence of the Roman Empire. 

But then as to your other objection concerning oaths ; to this I 
answer, th3:t s~ear we_ do,~ and if not by the geniuses of the Cresars, 
yet by their hfe, which 1s of more veneration to us than all the 
genii put together. But you seem to be ignorant that the genii 
are <:3-lle? demo~s, and from thence by a diminutive word demonia, 
that 1s, little devils. We reverence the providence of God in the 
persons of the emperors, who has made choice of them for the 
government o~ the world. We know that the power they have, they 
have by the WIil of God; and therefore we wish well to that which 
Go? hll;S willed to be ; and we look upon that as a very sacred oath 
which 1s made by so sacred a person ; but as for demons, that is 
genii, we are used to exercise them, and not to swear by them, for 
fear of giving that honour to devils which is due only to God. 

--o--

CHAPTER XXXIII. 

A FURTHER ACCOUNT OF CHRISTIAN LOYALTY, AND THEIR REFUSING 
TO CALL THE EMPEROR BY THE TITLE OF GOD. 

BuT what need I say more to show the sacred tie which binds on 
the duty of allegiance upon Christian subjects? It is enough to 

so again St. Jerome-Nisi, inquit,fuerit Romanum Imperium ante desolat11m, 
et Antichristus p,·acessarit, Chn"stus non veniet. Hieron. Epist. ad Af.ras. 
Qu. II, f. 60. 

1 Sed et juramus, sicut non per Genios Casarum, ita per Salulem torum, etc. 
Here we have the lawfulness of an oath expressly asserted hy our Tertullian, 
though now gainsaid by some new-fashioned Christians (if the Quakers may 
be called Christians), and an oath too· by the life of the emperors; and n very 
sacred oath too it is, says our author, when so sacred a person is sworn by. 
They would not swear by their genii indeed, because they looked upon that as 
swearing by the devil and his angels; and thus we find that Joseph swore by the 
life of Pharaoh. Some are of opinion that this custom of swearing by the safety 
of the emperor was introduced by Augustus, from that of Horace, 

Prasenti tibi maluros largimur lionores, 
/urandasq. ; hmm per nrmren po11imt1s aras. 

However this be, it is certain from Suetonius in Vita Ti/,erii, and from Cornelius 
Tacitus, lib. i., that Tiberius forbade all such swearing either by his life or 
genius. Vid. Dion. Rom. /list. lib. lvii. 
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say that we look upon ourselves under a necessity to honour the 
emperor as a person of God's election ; so that I may very 
deservedly say that we have much the greatest share in Caesar, as 
being made emperor by our God. And therefore it is I who more 
effectually recommend him to God,1 because I not only earnestly 
ask it of Him who can give it, or because I am such a petitioner as 
have the most reason to obtain it, but also because by setting Cresar 
below his god, I set him higher in his affection, to which God 
alone I subject him ; and I subject him to God, by not making him 
his equal 

I will not give the title of god to the emperor, 11 either because I 
dare not speak against my conscience, nor ridicule him; or because 
he himself will not endure the title. If he be a man, it is the 
interest of a man to give place to God; let him content himself 
with the name of emperor, for this is the most majestic name upon 
earth, and it is the gift of God. He lays aside the emperor who 
takes upon him the God ; he must be a man to be an emperor. 
When he is in the very prime of his glory sitting in his triumphal 
chariot, even then he is admonished to know himself a man, by 
one speaking from behind in these words," Look back, and remember 
yourself to be but man;" 3 and he is then the more contented to find 

1 Plus egr, iJJi ~or ;,. sa1 .. 1,m. "It is I who more effectually recommend 
him to God." This word op,rur I take to be vei:y sib>11ificative and emphatical 
in this place; for asfaure often is used for Rm, sacramfaure, to sacrifice; so 
operan·, when applied to religious matters, is the same with the Greek l,ip,-,i,, 
by saaifice or prayer to work upon God with enerirr, or efficaciously. 

1 Nim u..·111 .Dnnn lmperalorm, dicam. "I will not call the emperor God." 
Antiochos, king of Syria, arrived to the eitriivagant blasphemy of taking upon 
him this title of God. Vid. Appian. in Syr. So likewise among the Romans, 
Caligula commanded himself to be called Optimus Maximus ,rnd Jupiter 
Latialis. Sea Sueton. in vila 1f!1°US, cap. 22, and Philo in his Legatio11t ad 
Cai,1111. And thus Tocitus, lib. iii., speaks of Domitinn, Jflox imperi11111 ad,,ptus, 
Jwi Crutodi l6111/hl1R ingm.,, stq.; in n·n,. Dei sacravil. Vide etiam .Sudot1. 
cap. 13. Hence that of Martial, lib. v. Epigr. 8-

Edictum D11111ini, Dei9. ; nostri. 

And so again, lib. viii Epigr. 2-

Terrarum .DIJfflino, D~oq. ; rerum. 
3 SMggtriltr n,;m ei a ltrgo, Respice post I(, Ilomimm mmunlo le. In the 

same chariot, behind him who triumphed, was the public servant carried, who 
held up a huge heavy crown above the head of the triumpher, hoth 10 express 
his merits and his weakness by a glorious weight he could not bear, and with 
the mortifying words just now mentioned. In allusion to this is that of Juvenal, 
Sat. w-

Q11ipp, fe,ul sudans kanc P11blicus, tl 1ibi Consul. 
Ne placeal, curru Sn-vu, porlalur eodem. 

D 
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himself on such a dazzling height of glory as to make it necessary 
for him to be advised of his humanity. He is the weakest of 
princes who can feel himself a man, and would be flattered as 
Almighty ; and he the C:esar truly great, that will bear the truth 
that is designed to keep him within the bounds of mortality. 

-0-

CHAPTER XXXIV. 

CONCERNING AUGUSTUS C£SAR. 

AuGUSTus,1 the founder of the Roman Empire, would by no means 
admit of the style of Dominus, or lord, for this is the surname of 
God. Nevertheless, I should not scruple to call the emperor 
lord ; 2 but then it must be when I am not compelled to do it in a 
sense peculiarly appropriated to God; for I am C:esar's free-born 
subject, and we have but one Lord, the Almighty and Eternal God, 
who is his Lord as well as mine. 

But why should you call him lord, who is styled the father of 
his country? Surely that name of affection sounds sweeter much 
than that of power ; and they had rather be called fathers of great 
families, than lords of slaves. But if Augustus would never assume 
the title of lord, he would much less have thought it Cresar's due 

1 Augustus, ne Dominum quidem dici se vo!ebat. Suetonius in the life of 
Augustus writes thus of his refusiug the title of Dominus, or lord, cap. SJ­
" Domini appellationem, ut maledictum et opprobrium sempcr exhorruit. Cum 
spectante eo ludos, pronunciatum esset in mimo, 0 Dominum a:q_uum et 
bonum: et universi quasi de ipso dictum exultantes comprobassent : staum manu 
vulluque inclecoras adulationes repressit, et insequenti die ~vi.ssimo corriP.uit 
edicto, Dominumque se posthac appellari, ne a liberis ~u1dem aut nepoubus 
suis, vel serio vel joco, passus est; atque hujusmodi blandnias etiam inter ipsos 
prohibuit." 

• Die am plane Impemtorem Domi11um, sed more communi, etc. If the Quakers 
woulcl be ,lctermined by Tertullian, a person of great mortification, a mighty 
stickler for anything which had the least appearance of extraordinary piety, and 
withal an exceeding admirer of !lfontanus, and the false pretcnclers to the spirit 
of that age, they might hear him in this place frankly cleclaring that he shoulcl 
make no scruple to call the emperor Dominus, or lord, to own him supreme, or 
as he in the foregoinf~ chapter expresses it, subject to God only, proviued this 
term Dominus might be taken in the common sense, and noways intrench upon 
the prerogative of God. And this proviso he had reason lo make, becau~ the 
~,!oration of emperors was then grown into fashion. 
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to have been styled god; a flattery not only most fulsome, but of a 
most destructive influence to both parties. It is just as if you 
should pass by the rightful emperor, and give his title to another; 
would not this be an unpardonable offence in you who give the 
title, and fatal to him who takes it? Let me advise you therefore, 
as you tender Cresar's safety, not to rob God of His attributes, to 
bestow them upon Cresar; forbear to believe that there is any other 
god, and to style him god who stands in need of God every 
moment of bis being. But if you are proof against all shame, and 
can daub the emperor with such a lie of a title as you do by 
calling such a mortal, god; at least, methinks, you should be afraid 
of having such an ill-boding name in your mouths, for it is a kind 
of imprecation against Ciesar's life, to call him a god before the 
time of bis apotheosis. 

--o-

CHAPTER XXXV. 

CONCERNING THE DIFFERENT OBSERVATION OF PUBUC FESTIVALS 
BETWEEN THE CHRISTIANS AND THE HEATHENS. 

CHRISTIANS therefore lie under the odium of public enemies, 
because they join not in the public flatteries, in the false fantastic 
honours whi~h are dedic:ited to emperors upon public festivals; 
because the professors of the true religion celebrated such solem­
nities with sobriety of conscience, and not with the liberties of a 
dissolute joy.1 A mighty instance of loyalty, no doubt I to make 
bonfires, to bring out tables and feasts in the streets, and meta­
morphose the whole city into a tavern; 2 to make the conduits run 
wine, and see the mob suck up dirt and liquor together, and run 

1 Y.trt¥ Rrlicin,is Ho·mines etiam solemnia eorum, romdmti/1 poli111 q11a111 
lasn"vid t1ldranl. Here yo11 have another instanc.: of the primitive Chrislb11, 
complying with heathen solemnities, so far as was consistent with innocence. 
The fesuval here mentioned seems to be a day of rejoicing for the suppressing 
the faction of Niger and h.ia adherents. The Christians made no scruple lo 
observe the day with a coDKientious mirth, though they would not join in lhc 
public debauchery. 

2 Civitalm, labtrn11 l,abitu a/Jolefacere. "To met::unorphose the city inlo a 
tavern.'' Agreeable to this description is that of Martial, lib. vii.-

T11ruor, Caupo, Coquus, Lanius, sua limina servant, 
N11nc Roma est, nuper magna Ta/Jerna/uit. 
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about in troops like mad into all the confusions of injury, im­
pudence and lust, their heated imagination prompts them to. Is 
such a scene of public shame a proper expression of public joy? 
And are these becoming practices upon an holy day, which upon 
any day are abominable? Shall they who seem so mighty devout 
for Cresar's safety be so mighty drunk for Cresar's safety too ? 
Shall licentiousness pass for loyalty, and luxury for religion ? Oh 
the just condemnation of Christians! For why should we dare to 
be so singularly sober, chaste, anci honest upon Cresar's birthday, 
and be so unfashionably religious in discharging our vows and 
rejoicings for him? When all the world has given such a loose to 
joy, why do we not do so too, and darken our gates with laurels,1 
and put out the day with illuminations? For certainly it is a very 
fine figure to see your houses upon holy days dressed up in the 
fashion of the stews. • 

But touching the religion upon these sacred festivals to Cresar, 
who is the second majesty next to God, and upon whose account we 
are convened as guilty of a second sacrilege, for not celebrating 
these days according to your modes of worship, which temperance, 
modesty, and chastity will not permit us to do. I would set this 
matter, I say, in a better light, and lay before you your own allegi­
ance and sincerity, that we may judge whether they are not more 
to blame in this point than Christians, who will not have us treated 
as Romans, but as enemies of the State. 

For the truth of this I convene the populace of Rome, the natives 
of the Seven Hills, and let them answer whether their tongues, as 
much Roman as it is, have spared any of their own Cresars? Let 
the pasquils fixed upon the statue of Tiberius speak, and the Circus 
too, that academy where beasts are sent to learn the art of killing 
men with a better grace. 

Had nature covered our breasts with transparent matter, so that 
we might look into the people's heart, what heart should we see 

' Cur diu !1Eto non Laureis Posies obumbramw? Juvenal, speaking in the 
person of the people applauding the emperor's happiness upon the overthrow of 
his enemy, says, l'one domt' Lauros. Sat. 10. And so again, Sat. 6-

Ornenlur Posies, et grandi Jam,a Lauro. 

But this also (says our author in the words following) was the habit of the stews: 
and lib. ii. ad Uxor.-l'rocedit de Ja11utJ. La11reat d et !uC1r11alti, ut de 1IO'ZIO 

Consislorio libidin11m Pu/Jlicarum. 
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that was not inscribed with a scene of Cresar's fresh and fresh 
distributing the doles to the people, which are usual at their first 
coming to the throne? We should see these wishes, I say, in their 
hearts for C:cesar's death, even in the moment that their mouths are 
full of cry for C:cesar's life, according to that of the poet : 1 

Shorten my thread of life, good Jove ! from mine 
Take many years to lengthen Cresar's line. 

But a Christian dares no more take their words in his mouth than 
their wishes in his heart ; but this you will say is mob, and to be 
considered as mob only. But let me tell you, this mob are Romans, 
and the worst too of enemies we have ; the Romans then of better 
rank are certainly better subjects, and their fidelity greater in 
proportion to their quality; not a man of the senatorian or 
equestrian order but is all subjection ; and not a breath of re­
bellion ever comes from camp or court. If so, whence came the 
Cassiuses, the Nigers and Albinuses? 2 Whence those who set upon 
the Emperor Commodu~ between the two laurel groves at Lauretum? 
and those who got him strangled at his exercise with his wrestling­
master Narcissus? Whence those who broke into the palace, sword 
in hand, and murdered Pertinax, in a more audacious manner than 
Domitian was by the Sigeriuses and Partheniuses? Now these 
parricides (if I mistake not) were men of rank, and Romans; and 
not a Christian among them. And these traitors just before the 
perpetration of this horrid impiety offered sacrifice for Cresar's life, 
and swore by Cresar's genius, with religion in their faces, and 
murder in their hearts, and branded the Christians with the 
character of public .enemies. But the principals and abettors of 
this wicked conspiracy against Severus which are daily detected, 
and picked up as the gleanings after a vintage of rebellion. 3 Bless 
me ! with what loads of laurel did they signalize their gates on 

l /h ntnlris anni, Ju/iler aupal anno,. 
' Unde Cassii, et Nigri, tl A 1/Jini? Whoever has a mind to sec a 

particular account of these Tyranni, and those that adhered to them, may rear! 
the life of Avidiua Cassius in Vulcatius, the life of Niger in Spartianus, and 1hal 
of Albinus in ..:apitolinus. See al&o the preface of llaldwinus before Minulius 
Felix. 

3 PoJI Vindemiam Parn"ddarum Racemalio Supersles. How this passage 
determines the time of this Apology, I have already mentioned; aiul that relates 
not to the death of Plautianus, accordini: to llnronius, tom. ii., A1111al. p. 26.1, 
and accordin~ to Mr. Dodwell, Cyp. Jiu. xi. cap. 51, p. 282, bul to the 
death of Pertmax, is to me most probable from the history of Zosimus, lib. i., 
where he gives this account- .. ,.) "P'Y' • ., ....... , etc., Ante 011111ia (Severns) 
de Mililibu, pi Perlinacem necavtranl, rt Juliano lradideranl Imperi11111, 
aur/Ja Supp!icia ,umpsil, 
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Cresar's birthday! With what extraordinary illuminations did 
their porches overcast the sun ! 1 With what exquisite and stately 
tables did they take up the forum! Not in truth to celebrate the 
public joy, but to take omens from hence of their own future empire, 
and to inaugurate this image of their hopes, even upon C::esar's 
festival, by calling themselves in their hearts by the name of C::esar. 
They likewise pay the same observances who are so officious in 
consulting astrologers, and soothsayers, and augurs, and magicians 
about the life of the emperors; 2 for these fortune-telling arts delivered 
by fallen angels, and interdicted by God, the Christians never apply 
to in any cause of theirs. For what business has a man to be so 
curious about C::esar's life, who has no design against it, or expecta­
tions from it? For we seldom ask questions about our dearest 
friends, with the same intent as we do about our masters; and the 
solicitude of relations, and the curiosity of slaves, are generally upon 
very d4[erent principles. 

--o--

CHAPTER XXXVI. 

CONCERNING THE CHRISTIAN DUTY OF LOVING ENEMIES. 

IF the case be thus, that such as are found traitors in the very fact 
shall be indulged the title of Romans, why are we denied the 
benefit of that title who are only thought traitors? Can we not be 
Romans without being rebels, because so mall¥ Romans have been 
found guilty of rebellion? That piety, veneration, and loyalty 

1 Lucernis vestibula emtbilabant. It was the manner of the Grecians to 
express the celebration of festival days by q,.,vJ ""'J n·,q,rz,.,,.,.,,, by illurninations 
and coronets of flowers. And Persius, speaking of Herod's birthday, hllS these 
words-

Unctdq.; /mestrd 
Dispositrz pinguem nebulam vo11111ere Lucerniz. 

But the Christians would not express their joy by lights and laurels ; and for 
candles, we find an express prohibition against them in the Apostolical Canons, 
can. 70--Si quis Cl,ristianus oleum tulerit ad sacra Gentilium, ve/ S;•nagogam 
ludrzorum, Festis ipsorum diebus, aut l11cernas accemlen·1, tk Son'elale pdlatur. 

2 Qui Astrologos et Aruspius, et Augures, et /lfagos de Casanm, capile 
consultant, Our author mentions these several sorts of conjurors, because many 
of them had been put to death upon this account by Severus. For thus 
Spartianus in his life of Scverus, Mullos eliam, quasi Cha/d,zos, aul valas, de n1a 
salute consulissent, interemif, 
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therefore which is due to emperors, does not consist .in the fore­
mentioned shows of duty, which even rebellion cloaks herself in to 
pass undiscovered, but in such virtues as civil society finds 
necessary to be practised sincerely towards prince and people. 
Nor are these actions of a virtuous mind looked upon by us as a 
tribute due to Caesar only; for we have no respect of persons in 
doing good, because by so doing we do good to ourselves, who 
catch at no applause or reward from men, but from God only, who 
keeps a faithful register of our good works, and has ample rewards 
in store for this universal charity; for we have the same good wishes 
for emperors as for our nearest friends. To wish ill, to do ill, to 
speak ill, or to think ill of any one, we are equally forbidden with­
out exception. What is injustice to an emperor is injustice to his 
slave; and that which is unlawful against the meanest is much 
more so against the greatest of men ; and him too especially who 
came to this greatness by the appointment of God. 

--o-

CHAPTER XXXVII. 

A CONTINUATION OF THE UNLIMITED LOVE OF CHRISTIANS. 

IF then (as I have elsewhere declared) we Christians are expressly 
commanded by our Master to love our enemies, whom then have 
we left to hate? And if when hurt we must not return the evil, 
for fear of being like the rest of the world, where shall we find a 
man to hurt? How well we practise this command of our Master, 
you yourselves can tell with a witness ; for how many times, partly 
in compliance with a brutish passion, partly in obedience to the 
laws, have you judges showed a most savage cruelty to Christians I 
How often without your authority has the hostile mob of their own 
mere motion invaded us with showers of stones and fire ! The 
mob, I say, who acted with the furies of a Bacchanal spare not 
even a dead Christian, but tear him from the quiet of a tomb, the 
sacred refuge of death, and mangle the body, hideously deformed 
already, and rotting to pieces; and in this rueful condition drag 
it about the streets. But now in all this conspiracy of evils against 
us, in the midst of these mortal provocations, what one evil have 
you observed to have been returned by Christians? Whereas we 
could in a night's time with links and firebrands in our hands have 
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made ourselves ample satisfaction by returning evil for evil, had we 
not thought it unlawful to quit the score of one injury with another. 
But God forbid that any of this divine sect should seek revenge 
by fire, after the manner of men, or grudge to suffer what is sent 
to refine them. 

But if we would not revenge ourselves in the dark, but as 
professed enemies engage you in the open field, do you think we 
could want forces? The Moors, and Marcomans, and Parthians, 
which you have lately conquered, or any other people within the 
bounds of a country, are more numerous perhaps than those who 
know no other bounds than the limits of the world We are but of 
yesterday, and by to-day are grown up, and overspread your empire; 
your cities, your islands, your forts, towns, assemblies, and your 
very camps, wards, companies, palace, senate, forum, all swarm 
with Christians. Your temples indeed we leave to yourselves, and 
they are the only places you can name without Christians. What 
war can we now be unprepared for? 1 And supposing us unequal 

1 Cui be/lo non ldon,zi, etc.? In the preliminary discourse to this Apology, i 
have shown at large from this and the foregoing chapters that it was not for 
want either of strength or courage that the primitive Christians sat still and 
suffered ; but purely the reverence they bore to the character of God in the 
emperor, tied their hands, and secured their passions, and perfectly got the 
better of self-preservation. It was the doctrine and example of their suffering 
Master which made them content to go this rugged way to heaven ; and I 
cannot but think this extraordinary, supernatural patience, a mighty, strong, and 
moving argument for the truth of Christianity, to see its professors in such 
numbers, and for some ages, so willingly comply with a religion which, as 
Tertullian says, taught men they must choose rather to be killed than to kill. 
But because the measures of Christian obedience to the supreme powers arc no­
where better argued and more clearly slated both from Scripture and antiquity, 
and from these passages, than by the Right Reverend and learned Bishop ofSarum 
himself in his four Conferences, printed at Glasgow in the year 1673, I 
recommend the reader for fuller satisfaction on this head to those excellent 
dialogues. However, for fear they should be out of print, I shall give him 11 

taste for his encouragement to read the whole. Thus then he expresses his zeal 
with a justifiable primitive warmth, p. 17-" Whatever other cases allow of, 
certainly the defence of religion by arms is never to be admitted ; for the nature of 
the Christian religion is such that it excludes all carnal weapons from its defence. 
And when I consider how expressly Christ forbids His disciples to resist evil, 
l\fatt. xxv. 39, how severely that resistance is condemned by St. Paul, and 
that condemnation is declared the punishment of it, I am forced lo cry out, Oh ! 
what times are we fallen in, in which men dare against the express laws of the 
gospel defend that practice upon which God hath passed this condemnation-' If 
whosoever break the least of these commandments, and teach men so to do, 
shall be called the least in the kingdom of God,' what shall their portion be 
who teach men to break one of the greatest of these commandments, such as are 
the Jaws of peace and subjection? And what may we not look for from such 
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in strength, yet considering our usage, what should we not attempt 
readily? we whom you see so ready to meet death in all its forms 
of cruelty, was it not agreeable to our religion to be killed rather 
than to kill 

We could also make a terrible war upon you without arms, or 
fighting a stroke, by being so passively revengeful as only to leave 
you; for if such a numerous host of Christians should but retire 
from the empire into some remote region of the world, the loss of 
so many men of all ranks and degrees would leave a hideous gap, 
and a shameful scar upon the government; and the very evacuation 
would be abundant revenge. You would stand aghast at your 
desolation, and be struck dumb at the -general silence and horror 
of nature, as if the whole world was departed. You would be at a 
loss for men to govern, and in the pitiful remains you would find 
more enemies than citizens ; but now you exceed in friends, be­
cause you exceed in Christians. 

Besides, whom would you have left to deliver you from the 
incursions of your invisible enemies, who lay waste both body and 
soul? From the devils I mean, from whose depredations we defend 
you gratis; and had we a spirit of revenge, it would make the 
passion full amends only to abandon you freely to the mercy of 
those impure beings; but without the least touch of gratitude for 
the benefit of so great a protection, you declare a sect of men, 
which are not only not burdensome, but necessary, to be public 
enemies ; as we are indeed, but not in your sense, enemies not of 
human kind but of human errors only. 

teachcn, who due tu. that glorious doctrine of patient suffering, ns brnlish nnd 
irrational; ILnd though it be expressly said, 1 Pet. ii. 21 1 Lhnl Chrisl hy 
suffering for us lei: us His example how to follow His steps, which was followed 
by IL glorious cloud of witne11SCs, yet in these last <lays, what a brood halh 
sprung up 'of men who are lovers of their own selves, traitors, hcacly, high­
minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God, having 11 fonr . .>f godliness, 
but denying the power thereof, who creep into houses, and lca,l caplivc silly 
women laden with sins!' It is our ,ins that provoked God to olien the bottom­
less pit, and let loose such locusts; but were we turning to Go, , ancl repenting 
of the works of our own hands, we might hope that their power sho11ld he Lakc11 
from them, and that their folly should be made known unto all men." Thus that 
gre~t prelate. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

THAT CHRISTIANS CAN NEVER BE JUSTLY SUSPECTED OF DESIGNS 
AGAINST THE STATE. 

THE Christian sect therefore for a certain ought to meet with 
kinder treatment than it does, and to be tolerated among other 
lawful societies, 1 because it is a sect from whom nothing hostile ever 
comes, like the dreadful issue of other unlawful factions. For, if I 
mistake not, such a multiplicity of sects is suppressed upon reasons 
of State, that the city should not be split into parties, for such 
breaches would let in a general disorder into all your popular 
elections, councils, courts, assemblies, and public sights, by the 
ambitious clashings of the contending factions; and never more 
reason to provide against such disorders than now, when the parties 
are sure not to want violent hands for any design; if they want not 
money to pay them. 

But for us who are stark cold and dead to all the glories upon 
earth, what occasion can we have for caballings ? And in good 
truth nothing is further from our soul than the thoughts of mixing 
in State affairs, or in any private designs; for we look upon ourselves 
as citizens of the world. 

We renounce your sports as much as we condemn their original,2 

1 Inter licitas Factiones. The politicians and statesmen troubled not their heads 
much about any religion, but only to support that which was by law estnblished, 
and there being a law against the Heterire already mentioned, they prosecuted 
the Christians under the notion of a society dangerous to the State, among the 
rest without distinction. These Christian meetings, ubi congregabanlur oraturi, 
et vei·bi divini interpretationem accepturi, ac sacras S;maxes, habituri, they 
called Conventicula, saith Heraldus. Vid. Observat. in. Arnob. lib. iv. 

• Spectaculis vestris in tan/um rmunciamus, etc. This charge of sequestering 
themselves from the public sports and pleasures is urged against the Christians 
by the heathen in Minutius ; and it is certain they thought themselves oblii;ecl so 
to do by their baptismal vow, which was an engagement upon their aclmiss1on to 
renounce the clevil ancl all his works, pomps, and pleasures, that is, saith St. 
Cyril, Cat. Myst. i. p. 510, the sights ancl sports of the theatre, ancl such like 
vanities. They looked in good truth upon these public pastimes, not only ns 
scenes of folly and lewclness, but of idolatry; as places where the devil eminently 
ruled, and reckonecl all his own who came there ; and accordingly Tertullian, de 
.Spee!. cap. 26, p. 83, tells us of a Christian woman who, going to the theatre, 
was there possessed by an evil spirit, who upon his ejectment being demanded 
how he durst set upon a Christian, immediatelv replied, "I <lid but what was 
just ancl fitting, for I found her upon my own ground." 
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which we know is owing to superstition and idolatry, and never are 
present at any of your diversions. We have nothing to do with the 
madness of the Cirque, with the obsceneness of the stage, and the 
cruelty of the amphitheatre, and the vanity of the Xystus.1 The 
Epicurean sect is tolerated in the exercise of their pleasures, and 
why are we such intolerable offenders for non - conforming with 
you in point of pleasure? Nay, if mortification is the Christian 
pleasure, where is the harm to you? if it be a harm, it is to ourselves 
only. But thus it is, your pleasures are our aversion, and ours 
affect not you. 

--o--

CHAPTER XXXIX. 

CONCERNING THE DISCIPLINE OF CHRISTIANS, AND THEIR 
EMPLOYMENT AND WAYS OF LIVING. 

HAVING vindicated our sect from the calumnies of rebellion, etc., 
I come now to lay before you the Christian way and fashion of 
living. 

We Christians then are a corporation or society of men 2 most 
strictly united by the same religion, by the same rites of worship, 

1 c- Xisti TJtlllilale. The Xystus was a gnllery or portico of grent length 
and breadth, and planted about with trees, where in th~ winter time the nthletre 
performed. Vid. Alex. ab Alez. tom. ii. cap. 9, p. 659. It was certainly a pince 
too where philosophers and men of learning met, for here it wns Justin Mnrtyr 
met and disputed with Trypho the Jew. 

2 Ctwpusrumusdettmscimti4 Religi'onis, et Disciplina: U11itate. "We are one 
boJy by our agreement in religion and our unitr o( discipline." I know nothing 
less understood, or less regarded, than unity o discipline, n~ if that was no part 
of Church unity ; forms of worship and government are now to be passed over 
with moderallon, though the ancient and best of Christians reckoned unity of 
discipline, as well as faith, necessary to make them members of the sarne body. 
Dr. Barrow, a truly moderate and good man, in his excellent discourse concern­
ing the unity of the Church, says, "That all Christians nre one by a specificnl 
unity of discipline, resembling one another in ecclesinstical administrations, 
which are regulated by the indispensable sanctions and institutions of their 
sovereign. That they are all bound to usc the same sacraments, according to 
the forms appointed by our Lord, not admitting any substantial altcrniion. 
They must uphold that sort of order, government, and ministry, on all its 
substantial parts, which God did appoint in His Church." And a little after he 
says, "That no power ought to abrogate, destroy, infringe, or violate the main form 
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and animated with one and the same hope. When we come to the 
public service of God, we come in as formidable a body as if we 
were to storm heaven by force of prayer, and such a force is a most 
grateful violence to God. When this holy army of supplicants is 
met and disposed in godly array, we all send up our prayers for 
the life of the emperors, 1 for their ministers, for magistrates, for 
the good of the State, for the peace of the empire, and for retarding 
the final doom. 

We meet together likewise for the reading of Holy Scriptures,2 

and we take such lessons out of them as we judge suit best 
with the condition of the times, to confirm our faith either by 

of discipline constituted by divine appointment. Hence the Meletians rejected 
by the Church for introducing ordinations. Hence was }Erius accounted a 
heretic for meaning to innovate in so grand a point of discipline as the subordina­
tion of bishops and presbyters. Upon which grounds" (says he at the conclusion 
of his discourse) "I do not scruple to affirm the recusants in England to be no 
less schismatics than any other separatists ; they are indeed somewhat worse, for 
most others do only forbear communion, these do rudely condemn the Church to 
which they owe obedience, they strive to destroy it, they are most desperate 
rebels against it." Another person too of known learning, the Right Reverend 
author of the Conferences abovesaid, thus argues for unity of discipline, Conf. 
iii. p. 275-" If therefore the worship of God among us continue undefiled, even 
in the confession of all ; if the sacraments be administered as before ; if the 
persons who officiate be ministers of the gospel, then certainly such as separate 
from our public meetings do forsake the assemblies of the samts, and so break 
the unity of the spirit and the bond of peace," And page 28o he goes on-'• But 
if separation be a sin, it must have a guilt of a high nature, and such as all who 
would be thought zealous watchmen ought to warn their people of. And what 
shall be said of those (even Churchmen) who, at a time when the laws are sharply 
looked to, do join in our worship; but if there be an unbending in these, they 
not only withdraw and become thereby a scandal to others, but draw about them 
divided meetings; are not those time-servers? For if concurrence in our worship 
be lawful, and to be done at any time, it must be a duty which should be done 
at all times; and therefore such masters of conscience ought to express an 
equality in their ways, and that they make the rules of their concurrence in 
worship to be the laws of God, and not the fear of civil punishment." Whoever 
would see more concerning the nature of Church unity, and the sin of occasional 
conformity, let him read the whole Conference. 

1 Ora111us etiam pro Imperatoribus, pro Ministn·s eorum, etc. This, not 
without good reason, is thought to be the "common prayer" mentioned by St. 
Tustin just before the communion, and much the same with that in our 
Communion Service for the Church Militant; the form whereof in the Apostolical 
Constitutions is described at large, Comt. Apost. lib. ii. cap. 57, p. 881, and so lib. 
viii. cap. IO, p. 1011, which is still a further proof that the passage sine mo11ilvre 
ought not to be understood of extempore prayer. 

• Cogimur ad Divinarum literarum Commemorationem, etc. This is just thr 
same almost with what yon had in the conclusion of Justin's Apology, and there­
fore the same note may serve for both. 



Tertullian's Apology for the Christians. T09 

forewarning us what we are to expect, or by bringing to our minds 
the predictions already fulfilled. And certainly our spiritual life is 
wonderfully nourished with reading the Holy Scriptures, our.hopes 
thereby are erected, and our trust fixed and settled upon God. 
However, besides the bare reading, we continually preach and 
press the duties of the gospel with all the power and argument we 
are able; for it is in these assemblies that we exhort, reprove, and 
pass the divine censure or sentence of excommunication ; 1 for the 
judgments in this place are delivered with all solemnity, and after 
the maturest deliberation imaginable, as being delivered by men 
who know they are pronouncing God's sentence, and act with 
the same caution as if God stood visibly among them ; and the 
censures here pronounced are looked upon as an anticipation of 
the judgment to come, and the sinner precondemned by God, 
who has sinned to such a degree as to be shut out by his ministers 
from the fellowship of the faithful, the communion of prayers and 
sacraments, and the rest of that sacred commerce. 

1 !Mdtm eliam eznmaHnu.r, (a.r11:r:ationcs, et an.r11ra Divi11a,-St1mmt1mq11e 
/11turi fudieii Prejudidum at, .ri iJlliS ita deliq11ent ut a Comm,micatione 
Oralitmis et cfltnlfflllu et omm".r Sancti (ommerd,' rdeget11r. The Church subsisted 
now purely as a spiritual society independent of the Stnte, nnd while it did so, 
and its censures were lllllnaged mag-no cum pondt're, as our nuthor spenks, with 
i;reat gravity and judgment, they were looked upon as divine, and an nnticipation 
of the judgment to come. And had this inherent power of the Church acted 
still independently of the civil power, nnd the people been made sensible of the 
necessity of the communion of the Church in order to snlvntion, I cnnnot sec 
why ezcommunication should not have ns good nn effect, nnd be ns much 
dreaded now, llS in the primitive times, upon the same principles. However, 
thus much is observable from this passage, that men were first ndmonished and 
then reproved more severely, ~fore the sentence of excommunicntion wns passed. 
Secondly, that this sentence excluded them from all religious intercourse, And 
thirdly, that it WU looked upon ns the forerunner of future condemnation in the 
world to come. To the SfJDe purpose St. Cyprian speaks-ad Pompo11i11m, 
Spirilali Gladio .rupe-r_bi, d ,ontumaces ntcanl11r, dum de Ecdesid ,jici1111lur: 
nll{Ut tni111 vivn-1 fon".r po.runt, ,um Domu.r Dei ,ma sit,· et nemi11i salus esse, 
11i.ri it, Ecclui4 possit. "The proud and contumncious are slain wilh the spiritual 
sword, by ~ing cast out of the Church; for they cannot live without (or be 
admitted into any other Church), since the house of Goel is but one, and there 
can be no salvation to any, but only in the Church." And thus again, de Oral. 
Domin. p. 192-Eu,narisliam quolidie ad cibum Sa/11/is accipimus, i11/erctdmle 
alitJUo graviore delieto, dum ab.rtenti et non co11111111nica11/es a Cn:lesli Fane 
pol,ibm1ur; a C/Jn".rti corpore .reparam11r. "\Ve receive the Eucharist every day, 
as the food that nourishes to salvation ; and while for any more grievous offence 
we do not communicate, but are debarred from the heavenly hrcacl, we arc 
separated from the body of Christ." So fnr was this martyr from thinking that 
excommunication was little more than the loss of a grace-cup, or the Church 
ministers refusing him that bread and wine which was not bought with his, but 
other men's money. 



r r o Tertullian' s Apology for the Christians. 

The presidents or bishops _1 among us are men of the most 
venerable age and piety, raised to this honour not by the powers 
of money, but the brightness of their lives; for nothing sacred is to 
be had for money. That kind of treasury we have is not filled with 
any dishonourable sum, as the price of a purchased religion; every 
one puts a little to the public stock, commonly once a month,2 or 
when he pleases, and only upon condition that he is both willing 
and able ; for there is no compulsion upon any. All here is a free­
will offering, and all these collections are deposited in a common 
bank for charitable uses, not for the support of merry meetings, for 
drinking and gormandizing, but for feeding the poor and burying 
the dead, and providing for girls and boys who have neither parents 
nor provisions left to support them, for relieving old people worn 
out in the service of the saints, or those who have suffered by 
shipwreck, or are condemned to the mines, or islands, or prisons, 
only for the faith of Christ; these may be said to live upon their 
profession, for while they suffer for professing the name of Christ, 
they are fed with the collections of His Church. 

But strange! that such lovely expressions of Christian charity 
cannot pass with some men without a censure; for look ye, say 
they, how these Christians seem to love each other, when in their 
hearts they hate each other to death I How forward are they to 

1 Prtesident probati quique Seniores, ltonorem istum non pretio std ttslimonio 
adepti. The presiding elders here are undoubtedly the same with the ,,,.p,.,.,..,.,.., 
in Justin Martyr's foregoing Apology, that is, the bishops; for our author, 
speaking of the power of excommunicating where it is lodged, tells us it was in 
the president, ut extra Ecclesiam detur, inerat in Prd!sidmtis officio, lio. de Pud. 
cap. 14. And thus his scholar St. Cyprian, de Unitale Ecclesid!, Tenen _firmiter, 
et vindicare debemus, maxime Episcopi qui in Ecclesia prd!sickmus. They were 
Probati Senions, men of age, and publicly approved• for their life :md conversa­
tion. For thus again, St. Cyprian in Ejnst. ad Ftlicem-Quod ad ipmm 
videmus divind Auctorilate d~scendere, uti Sacerdos p!ebe prfl!smte sub omni11m 
oculis rldigatur, et dignus atque idoneus publico judicio et testimonio comprobet11r. 
Agreeable to the practice of the apostles, who left it to the congre~ation as the 
most competent judges to choose fitting men, and then they ordamed them to 
the office of deacon by prayer and laying on of hands. 

2 JJ1orlicam 1musquisque Stipem 111enslrua die, etc. We have St. Paul, I Cor. 
xvi. 1, 2, giving order to the Churches of Galatin and Corinth for weekly 
offerings for the ~aints, "That upon the first clay of the week" (when they never 
failed to receive the sacrament) "they should every one of them lay by him in 
store according as God had prospered him." But I hnve already given an account 
of these charities, and therefore only remark here, thnt according lo St. Paul's 
order, the collections were weekly to the time of Justin Martyr, but in the age 
following, that of Tertullinn, we find th,se offerings sunk to monthly, JJfenstrua 
die, etc. 
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stake down their lives for one another, when inwardly they could cut 
one another's throats I But the true reason of this defamation, upon 
the account of styling ourselves brethren, I take to be this, because 
the name of brother is found with these men to be only a gilded 
expression of a counterfeit friendship. But you need not wonder 
at this loving title among Christians, when we own even you your­
selves for brethren by the right of one common nature; although 
indeed you have cancelled this relation, and by being inhuman 
brethren have forfeited the title of men; but by what diviner ties 
are we Christians brethren! We who all acknowledge but one and 
the same God as our universal Father, who have all drunk of one and 
the same Holy Spirit, and who are all delivered as it were from one 
common womb of ignorance, and called out of darkness into His 
marvellous light But maybe we cannot pass for right brothers 
with you, because you want a tragedy about the bloody feuds of the 
Christian fraternity; or because our brotherly love continues even 
to the division of our estates, which is a test few brotherhoods will 
bear, and which commonly divides the dearest unions among you. 

But we Christians look upon ourselves as one body, informed as 
it were by one soul; and being thus incorporated by love, we can 
never dispute what we are to bestow upon our own members. 
Accordingly among us all things are in common,1 excepting wives; 
in this alone we reject communion, and this is the only thing you 
enjoy in common ; for you not only make no conscience in violat­
ing the wife of your friend, but with amazing patience and gratitude 
lend him your own. This doctrine, I suppose, came from the 
school of the Grecian Socrates, or the Roman Cato, those wisest of 
sages, who accommodated their friends with their own wives, wives 
which they espoused for the sake of children of their own begetting, 
as I imagine, and not of other folks. 

Whether the wives are thus prostituted with their own consent, 
in truth I cannot tell, but I see no great reason why they should be 

1 Onmia indi.scrtla 11,111 apud nos, etc. Dr. Potter observes from hence that 
among many other reasons why a certain proportion for the maintenance of the 
clergy was not fi:u:d by the apostles, this was one, that there could he no occasion 
to determine the poruon then, when men laid all they had at their feet ; and the 
same reason held good to our Tertullian's time, for he says here that Christians 
had all things in common but their wives. Vid. Dr. Potter's Disrourse of Cl111rd1 
G(!Vtrnmml, p. 434. 1 only observe further, what great veneration is <luc to the 
writers of those ages, when men valued nothing but religion, and followed Christ 
in the highest expression or charity, in selling all they had for the support or 
Christians. 
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much concerned about that chastity which their husbands think not 
worth keeping. Oh, never-to-be-forgotten example of Athenian 
wisdom ! Socrates the great Grecian philosopher, and Cato the 
great Roman censor, are both pimps. 

But is it any great wonder that such charitable brethren as enjoy 
all things in common should have such frequent love-feasts? For 
this it is you blacken us, and reflect upon our little frugal suppers, 
not only as infamously wicked, but as scandalously excessive. 
Diogenes, for aught I know, might have us Christians in his eye 
when he said that the Megarensians feast as if they were never to 
eat more, and build as if they were to live for ever ; but every one 
sees a straw in another's eye sooner than a beam in his own; or else 
you must be sensible of your own beastliness in this case; for the 
very air in the streets is soured with the belches of the people 
coming from their feasts in their several wards. The Salii cannot 
sup without the advance of a loan, and upon the feast of tithes to 
Hercules the entertainment is so very costly that you are forced to 
have a bookkeeper on purpose for expenses. At Athens likewise 
when the Apaturia, or feasts in honour of Bacchus for a serviceable 
piece of treachery he did, are to be celebrated, there is a proclama­
tion for all the choice cooks to come in and assist at the banquet; 
and when the kitchen of Serapis smokes, what baskets of provisions 
come tumbling in from every quarter J But my business at present 
is to justify the Christian supper; and the nature of this supper you 
may understand by its name; for it is the Greek word for love. We 
Christians think we can never be too expensive, because we think 
all is gain that is laid out in doing good; when therefore we are at 
the charge of an entertainment, it is to refresh the bowels of the 
needy, but not as you gorge those parasites among you who glory 
in selling their liberty for stuffing their guts, and can find in their 
hearts to cram their bellies in spite of all the affronts you can lay 
upon them ; but we feed the hungry, because we know God takes 
a peculiar delight in seeing us do it. If therefore we feast only with 
such brave and excellent designs, I leave you from hence to guess 
at the rest of our discipline in matters of pure religion; nothing 
earthly, nothing unclean, has ever admittance here; our souls ascend 
in prayer to God before we sit down to meat; "'e eat only what suffices 
nature, and drink no more than what is strictly becoming chaste 
and regular persons. We sup as servants that know we must wake 
in the night to the service of our Master, and discourse as those 
who remember that they are in the hearing of God. When supper 
is ended. and we have washed our hands. and the c:rndles are 
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lighted up, every one is invited forth to sing praises to God, either 
such as he collects from the Holy Scriptures, or such as are of his own 
composing ; 1 and by this you may judge of the measures of drinking 
at a Christian feast. And as we began, so we conclude all in prayer, 
and depart not like a parcel of heated bullies, for scouring the 
streets and killing and ravishing the next we meet, but with the 
same tenor of temperance and modesty we came, as men who have 
not so properly been a-drinking as imbibing religion. This as­
sembly of Christians therefore is deservedly ranked among unlawful 
ones, if i,t holds any resemblance with them; and I will not say a 
word against condemning it, if any man will make good any one 
article against it which is charged upon other factions. Did we ever 
come together to the ruin of any one person? We are the same in 
our assemblies as at home, and as harmless in a body as apart; 
in neither capacity injuring or afflicting any person whatever. 
When therefore so many honest and good, pious and chaste people 

1 Post aquam mam,akm et lumina, ut (JUisq. ; de Scripluri.s sanctis, vel dt 
proprio I11gmio potut, provoeaJur in medium Deo canere. Pliny, lib. x. ep. 97, 
reports it as a main part of the Christian worship, that they met together before 
day to join in singing hymns to Ou-ist as God. These hymns were taken either 
out of the Holy Scriptures (and the compiler of the Aposlolica/ C1mStih1liom 
mentions the 33rd Psalm, lib. viii. cap. 13, p. 1023), or else such ns were dt 
propn·o Ingmio, of their own head, of their own composing ; for it was usual at 
this time for any persons to compose divine songs in honour of Christ, and sing 
them in the public assemblies, till the Council of Laodicea ordered thnt no songs 
composed by private persons should he recited in the church, C1111. 59. The 
dispute between us IUld the dissenters is about the sense of this phrnsc, dt 
froprio lngmi'o, which they will have to signify utempore raptures, in vindicn­
tion of their own effusions; against which the Reverend Mr. Bennet nrgues thus: 
That allowing this hymn to he utempore, yet it made nothing to the purpose, 
unless it could he proved that the congregation joined in it. Secondly, he 
denies the fact that the psalm was utempore, because no such thing as an 
extempore psalm was ever heard of; those of David, though inspired, were 
notwithstanding precomposed. Nor does singing de propn·o I11gt1110 psalms of 
their own composing, imply that they were extempore psalms, for psalms dt 
propn'o lngmio are in this place opposed to psalms de S<riph,ris Sandis, taken 
out of Scripture, ar;<) not to precompose<l ones. Thus, tho.t judicious person iu 
his very laborious and very valuable History of Set Forms of l'ray,r, p. 243, 
which I had not the satisfaction to see till it was too late to a,lcl any improve­
ments from him to my own remarks upon that passage, Si11e 111011ilort ,;11ia de 
P,cton, and therefore I recommend the reader to his eighth chapter, p. 95, 
where he will fin<l this phrase largely and substantially treated. llut af1er nil, 
supposing these hymns to have been extempore, yet it is granted on all hand, 
that the season of miracles and inspiration was not over in Tcrtullian's time, and 
therefore it is great contempt of authority an<l presumP.tion in them lo pray the 
same way, till they can prove they have the same gifts, especially since. they 
lind all such effusions censured and forbi,l by the Council of Laodicen already 
cited. 
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are met together, and regulated with so much discipline and order, 
such a meeting, I say, is not to be called factious, but as orderly 
an assembly as any of your courts. 

-0--

CHAPTER XL 

THAT THE CAUSES OF PUBLIC EVILS ARE MOST MALICIOUSLY 

THROWN UPON THE CHRISTIANS. 

ON the contrary, faction is a name which belongs to those only who 
conspire in the hatred of the good and virtuous, and remonstrate 
full cry for innocent blood, sheltering their malice under this vain 
pretence, that they are of opinion, forsooth, that the Christians are 
the occasion of all the mischief in the world. If Tiber overflows,1 

and Nile does not; if heaven stands still and withholds its rain, 
and the earth quakes ; if famine or pestilence take their marches 
through the country, the word is, Away with these Christians to the 
lion ! Bless me ! what, so many people to one lion I Pray tell me 
what havoc, what a mighty fall of people has been made in the 
world and Rome before the reign of Tiberius, that is, before the 
ad vent of Christ? We read of Hierannape, and Delos, and Rhodes, 
and Co, islands swept away with many thousands of their inhabit­
ants. Plato tells of a tract of land bigger than Asia and Africa 
together, devoured by the Atlantic Ocean. Besides, an earthquake 
drank up the Corinthian Sea, and an impetuous force of water tore 
off Lucania from Italy, and banished it into an island, which goes 
now by the name of Sicily. Now these devastations of whole 
countries I hardly believe you will deny to be public calamities. 

1 Si Tiberius ascendit in Ma:nia, statim Ckristianos ad Leo,ies. The overfluw• 
ing of Tiber w~ looked upon as an ill omen, as we see by that of Horace, 

Vidimusjlavum Tiberim retortis, etc. 
That it was the hard fate of the Christians to be continually charged as the cause 
of all the public calamities, we find by St. Cypr. ad Demetr. p. 197 ; and in the 
very first page of Arnobius adv. Cent. Nay, so hot and l11sting was this calumny, 
that when the Goths and Vandals broke in upon the Roman empire, St. Austin 
was obliged to write his books de Civil. Dei, to silence this objection. And so 
likewise for the same reason did Orosius at St. Austin's request write his seven 
books of history. And Melito, Bishop of Sardis, in that fragment of his oration 
which we have in Eusebius, pursues the snme design. Vid. Eus. H. Eccl. iv. 
cap. 26, pp. 119, 120. Whoever has a mind to be more particularly acquainted 
with the history of the following calamities will meet with references in abuu• 
dance in Pamelius, and therefore I shall say nothing to them. 
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But where now, I do not ask, were the Christians, the professed 
despisers of your gods? But where, I trow, were your gods them­
selves when the deluge blotted out the whole world, or, as Plato 
will have it, the plains only? For that your gods were not in being 
in the time of the deluge, the cities wherein they breathed their first 
and their last, as well as those they founded, are a proof with a 
witness; for had they existed before the flood, they had not continued 
to this day, but been overwhelmed in the general ruin. As yet, the 
Jews, the original of the Christian sect, were not gone from Egypt 
into Palestine when the adjacent countries of Sodom and Gomorrah 
were consumed by a storm of fire; the land smells of burning to this 
day, and the apples that grow there are agreeable to the eye only, 
but tum to ashes upon the touch. Besides, we have not a word 
of complaint against the Christians from Tuscany or Campania, when 
Heaven shot his flames upon Volsinium, and Vesuvius discharged 
his upon Pompeium. Was there any worshipper of the true God at 
Rome when Hannibal made such havoc of the Romans at Cannre, and 
computed the numbers of the slaughtered gentry by bushels of rings 
pi~ked up after the battle? Were not all your gods everywhere in 
worship when the Gauls surprised the capitol? And it is really 
worth observing that in all these public evils the towns and temples 
both are involved in the same misfortune ; which would not be, 
methinks, had your gods anything to do in the matter, because they 
\\OUld hardly have a hand in doing themselves a mischief. 

But would you know the true reason of such judgments, you 
must know that mankind has always served God very ill ; first by 
a stupid neglect of Him; for when they might have understood the 
divine nature in some measure, they would not pursue after it with 
their understanding, but let their vain imaginations go after gods 
of their own invention ; and secondly, because that when God had 
been at the expense of revelation, they would not be at the pains of 
inquiring after it, nor be ruled by that Master He had sent to teach 
them righteousness; and to take vengeance on their sins, God gave 
them over to a reprobate mind to work all uncleanness with greedi­
ness. But had they went on as far as the light of nature, that 
candle of the Lord, would have led them, they had certainly found 
the God they looked for, and consequently would have served Him 
only, whom they found to be the only God; and by this means 
have experienced His mercies rather than His judgments. But 
now they lie under His just judgments, and which too they have 
felt long before the name of Christian had a being in the world, and 
whose goods man enjoyed long before he had made himself any 
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gods. Why will he not be persuaded to think that the Being who 
has done him the good without any thanks for his blessings, is the 
same Being that does him the evil for his ingratitude, since every 
person is so far guilty as he is unthankful? 

However, if we enter into a comparison of past and present 
calamities, we shall find the account much abated since the coming 
of Christianity; for since that time the innocence of Christians has 
tempered the iniquities of the age, and there have been a set of 
men who knew the right way of deprecating the vengeance of God. 
Lastly, when we are in great want of rain, and the year in anxiety 
about the succeeding fruits, then you are at your baths and 
debauches, and offering your water sacrifices to Jupiter,1 and 
ordering processions on barefoot for the people. You look for 
heaven in the capitol, and gape to the clouds upon the ceiling to 
dissolve in rain, without ever turning your eyes to the true heaven, 
and applying to the true God, who is the only help in time of need. 
But then in this great drought, we Christians sympathize with the 
world and dry up ourselves as it were with fasting, and are exceed­
ingly temperate in all respects, differing the most frugal meals of 
life, and rolling in sackcloth and ashes ; and in this pitiable posture 
we knock aloud for admission of our prayers with as much im­
portunity as if we would bring odium upon heaven for denying our 
petition; and when we have, as it were, extorted pity from our God 
by the violence of prayer, then, forsooth, your Jove must ha\·e the 
honour of the grant. 

--0--

CHAPTER XLI. 

CONCERNING THE CAUSE AND REASON OF PUBLIC CALAMITIES. 

IT is not Christians therefore but yourselves who are the bane of 
human affairs; you are the men who are continually drawing down 
judgments upon the world, you who set aside the true God, and set 
up images in His stead. For certainly it is more reasonable to 

1 Aqui!icia Jovi immolamus. These Aquilecia were the sacrifices offered to 
Jupiter under ~reat scarcity of water, propter aquam ~licimdam; and thence 
called Jupiter Elicius, according to that of Ovid. Fast. hb. 3. 

E!iciu11t c,zlo teJupiter, ttnde minorts 
Nunc quoq, ; te celebrant, E/iciun'I· ; vo,anf. 
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believe that ours is the God provoked, who is in contempt among 
you, and not those you have in worship. Or verily yours are 
very unjust kinds of deities, who revenge themselves upon their 
worshippers for the sake of Christians who will not worship them, 
and make no distinction between friends and foes. :But this, say 
you, reflects equally upon the God of Christians, for He makes no 
difference between them and heathens. But would you understand 
the economy of His providence, you would forbear this reflection ; 
for He who has once determined at the end of the world to give 
every man his everlasting doom according to his works, will not 
anticipate His own appointed season, and make that difference now, 
which He has said He will not make till the conclusion of the world. 
In the meanwhile, therefore, the divine providence smiles and 
frowns upon all mankind without distinction, and scatters good and 
evil with an indifferent hand, that the pious and the impious might 
have both a taste of happiness and misery during this present state 
of things; and because we know the reason of these proceedings 
from God Himself, therefore we have a due sense both of His 
kindness and severity, but both to you are contemptible ; and 
therefore it follows that all the evils which are sent by God upon 
the world are sent for our admonition and your punishment. But 
we are no ways concerned with what befalls us here, because in the 
first place our great concern is to get out of the world as fast as we 
can; and because in the next place what misfortunes do fall, we 
know that they are your provocations which have pulled them 
down; and when they do fall upon us, as without a miracle they 
must, considering how we are blended together in this world, we 
rejoice and are exceeding glad to find the miseries foretold verified 
in ourselves; and this sensible fulfilling of divine prophecies gives 
new life to our faith, and wing to our hope. 

But if it be as you say, that they be the gods you worship who 
do you all this mischief, and for our sakes too, why do you con­
tinue such ungrateful and unjust gods in worship, who arc so 
much obliged to vindicate and assist you to the utmost of their 
almightiness against the Christians? 
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CHAPTER XLII. 

THAT THE CHRISTIANS ARE A VERY USEFUL SORT OF PEOPLE. 

ANOTHF:R article we are indicted upon is this, that we are a good­
for-nothmg, useless sort of people to the world ; but how can this 
possibly be, since we converse with you as men, we use the same 
diet, habit, and necessary furniture? We are no Brahmins, or 
Indian gymnosophists, who live in woods, and as it were in exile 
from other men ; and we act as men under the warmest sense of 
gratitude to God our Lord, the Creator of all things; and we reject 
nothing He has made for the use of man. We are indeed very 
temperate in our enjoyments, and cautious in transgressing the 
bounds of reason, and abusing the favours of His indulging pro­
vidence, therefore we come to your forum,1 we frequent your 
sham hies, your baths, your shops, your stalls, your inns, and your 
marts, and all other kinds of commerce ; we cohabit, we sail, we 
war, we till, we traffic with you ; we likewise communicate our arts 
and work for the public; and notwithstanding all this, how we 
should be of no service to the public is a thing quite past my 
understanding. 

But what if I do not frequent your festivals, I hope I may be a 
man, and have hands and feet for the public at that tirae as well 
as any other. If I do not bathe about night at your Saturn's feasts, 2 

1 Itaque nan sine foro, non sine mace/lo, non sine halneis, etc. You may 
observe from hence that the Christians of old, as devout and religious as they 
were, yet they conversed and traded with the heathen world, were active and 
diligent in their secular professions, and refused no cal_ling whatever that was 
innocent in itself and useful to the public; for had they been never so good, and 
lived only to God and themselves, in woods and cloisters, they had not been 
shining lights, but candles under a bushel. Fishers of men must converse with 
multitudes, to spread their nets to greater advantage and for larger drau:::hts; 
and we find by all the apologists that they cnught as mnny by their examples, 
and preached as powerfully with their lives, as their sermons. And as the Jews 
were hated for their reservedness, selfishness, and ill-nature, and therefore made 
little progress, so, on the other hnnd, the Christians were e.s much admired i,ven 
hy their enemies, for the sweetness of their temper, their patience and unbounded 
charity, and therefore spread the more prodigiously. 

" ]\Ton !avor di!ucu!o Satunialibus, etc. The Saturnalia were noted feasts in 
the month December, blessed times of liberty, wherein the servants nil sat al 
table and the masters waited. See more of this in Mncrobius, Saturnal. lib. i. 
cap. 7. And December being a cold season, our author jeeringly tells them that 
he did not much like bathing so early, and that it wns time enough for washini: 
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it is because I am a better husband for the public than to wash 
away day and night to so little purpose; however, I bathe at proper 
hours for my health's sake; it is time enough in conscience to grow 
stiff and pale with washing when I am dead. I do not care for 
feasting with you in public, upon the festivals of Bacchus, because 
methinks I look like one of those condemned wretches who at 
these feasts is supping his last, and when you have given him his 
bellyful you throw him to your beasts. But however at this time, 
somewhere or other I do eat, and of some such victuals too as you 
eat. I lay out no money in chaplets of flowers to crown my 
temples, and pray how is your interest concerned which way I 
dispose of my flowers? It is more agreeable to me to see them 
free and loose and scattered about in a grateful confusion ; but yet 
when they are wreathed into a garland, even then it is my way 
to apply them to my nose ; let them if they please apply them to 
their head, who smell with their hair.1 We come not to your 
sights, but if we want anything which is brought thither, we freely 
go and buy it at those places where it is ordinarily sold. We buy 
no frankincense, and if the Arabians complain, let the Sabrean 
merchants know that we take off g-reater quantities of more costly 
spices for the embalming our dead,9 than others do for incensing 

and being made stiff with cold when he was dead, alluding to the custom o[ 
washing the dead which was very ancient; according to that of Ennius-

7arpinii Ci,rp,u Hnaf~mina Javil el unxil. 

The,.,_,_ .-• .,:......,. (as Electra in Euripides Cillis it), extreme washings, or wnsl,1. 
ing the dead bodies, wu counted so necessuy II thing, that towards the conclusion 
of Plato's Pltdo, aec. 47, Edit. Cantab. S,lul. Dial., we find that Socrntes, 
when he intended lo drink his poilon, thought it best to 1et about washini: 
himself beforclland to save the women the lnbour.-,, .. J,, ,,, ,.,, ,:/pa ,,,,.r,1,., .,.,,, 
-r, i_.,.,.,. 6o1i ,-., .P. /Jal.ir;,; ,r,., ,_,,,,,ap,u, ..-,,;, ,a,p.••n, •ail ~r, .,,.,a'Yl'-a.rru. 
u,-, ,..,..41 .--,ixu• .,,.,,, ,.,.;,,,, And we find this custom of w11shing the dcncl 
in the Act& of the Apoatlcs, iz. 37-" And it came to pass in those dnys, 
that she (Tabitha) was sick nnd died I whom when they hncl washed, they 
laid her in an upper chamber." 

1 NM rao ,afili a,,011tJm-Vidmnl, qui per capillum odora11l11r. In 
reference to this, bu1 in a more intelligible expression, is thnt of Minutius,­
Sane '{Hllli ,op,,t nm, (tw'tmamw; ipuucile, Aunw1 bo11i Flores 11aribus ducae, 
n,m oaipitil, ,opilliroe so/emus ltaurire. 

' S<'ianl Sahai, plun's el cani>ris suas mercis Cltn'slianis upelimdis, etc. 
Thus again we have it in Minutius, Reurvalis ungumlo Fuueribus. The 
primitive Christians were very careful about funerals, 11n<l very costly in their 
spices and odours for embalming tht:ir dead ; and therefore when St. Polycarp 
was pat to death they burnt his body in spite to the Christians, who had hci:gcd 
it of the procoa.&ul, in order to embalm it and give it II solemn interment, where­
upon they gathered up the bones and decently committed them to the earth, 
and there used to meet and celebrate the memory of that holy martyr. Vid. 
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their gods. Certainly, say you, the rates for the temple now come 
to nothing, and who can brag of any collections for the gods? And 
really we cannot help it ; for in good truth we are not able to 
relieve such a parcel of beggars, both of gods and men ; we think 
it very we!) if w~ can_ give to those that ask; and I will pass my 
word that 1f Jupiter will but hold out his hand, he shall fare as well 
as any other beggar. For we bestow more in the streets than you 
with all your religion do in your temples. However, if your temple 
wardens have reason to complain against Christians, the public, I 
am sure, has not, but on the contrary very great reason to thank us 
for the customs we pay with the same conscience as we abstain 
from stealing. So that was the account fairly stated how much the 
public is cheated in its revenues by the tricks and lies of those of 
your religion, who bring in an inventory of their goods in order to 
be taxed accordingly; you would soon find, I say, at the foot of 
the account that what the temple may lose in her offerings by the 
Christian religion, the State sufficiently gets in her taxes by the 
Christian fidelity in their public payments. 

-o--

CHAPTER XLIII. 

A FURTHER VINDICATION OF THE USE~'ULNESS OF CHRISTIANS TO 

THE PUBLIC. 

BUT shall I tell you who the gentlemen be, if there be any in good 
truth, who make these heavy complaints of the unprofitableness of 

Euseb. H. Eccles. lib. iv. cap. 15, p. 135. "This cost" (says Dr. Cave, Prim. 
Christia11, part iii. cap. 2, p. 275) "the Christians doubtless bestowed upon 
the bodies of the dead, because they looked upon death as the entrance into a 
better life, and laid up the body as the canditate and expectant of a joyful and 
happy resurrection. Besides, hereby they gave some encouragement to suffering, 
when men saw how much care was taken to honour and secure the relics of their 
mortality, and that their bodies should not be persecuted after death." And I 
take leave to add, that considering how very careful the first Christians were to 
follow the Scriptures even in ceremonies indifferent, I question not, but finding 
how Joseph was embalmed, Gen. I. v. ult., and especially considering how the 
alabaster box of ointment of spikenard, very precious, was approved by our Lord 
Himself for His own burial, in that of St. Mark xiv. 8, "She has done what 
she could ; -she is come beforehand to anoint my body to the burying; "-I doubt 
not, I say, but this prevailed very much with the first Christians to be so expensive 
in their spices upon the dead. 
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Christians to the public? Why, first they are your panders, and 
pimps,1 and filthy pliers about your baths ; 2 next, your cut-throats, 
poisoners, and magicians; lastly, your soothsayers, wizards, and 
astrologers ! These the gentlemen we Christians are so useless 
to, and I think it is very well for the public we are so; however, if 
you are sufferers in anything by Christians, they make you ample 
recompense another way ; for what a valuable blessing is it you are 
in possession of, in having such a people among you who are not 
only your defence against devils, and always upon their knees to 
the true God in your behalf; not to insist upon this, I say, what a 
treasure is it barely to have such people to serve you as you are 
sure will never do you any harm ! 

-o--

CHAPTER XLIV. 

THAT TRB CHRISTIANS ARE CONDEMNED MERELY UPON THE 
ACCOUNT OF THEIR NAME. 

BUT your reason is so entirely blinded with prejudice that you 
have not an eye left to see the public damage, a damage as visibly 
great as true. Not a man weighs what the common injury amounts 
to by thus depopulating the empire of the most just and innocent 
subjects in it ; it is hardly credible to imagine how many Christian 
prisoners yow judges destroy at every gaol delivery, but only their 
trials are upon record. Among all this number of criminals, and 
this variety of indictments, what Christians do you find arraigned 
for assassmating, or for a pickpocket,8 or for sacrilege, or for 
pilfering at the bath? Do you hear at the trials any article 

1 These Predactores 111e much the same with Lenones, according to that of 
Horace-

--Pulasne 
Perdud poteril, lam fn,gi tamq. ; pudica? 

~ Aqttarioli. Filthy pliers about baths. Aquarioli, s:iith Fcslus, dic,•/,a11t11r 
Mulitram impudicarum Aued,z. And are what Martial calls llalneatores-

Cme Lucern4 Balneator o:tincl4 
Admillat inter bustuarias mo!lias. 

1 Mantic-ularius. A pickpocket. Of this word Festus speaks thus: /v/a11ti­
,11/arum 11s11s pauperibus in nttmmis rtcondendis tliam nostro s,uulo fuil, umk 
11/antiwlan·i dicebantur qui fi,randi grati4 111anticu/11s allreclaba11t. 
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against Christians, like that which other malefactors are charged 
withal? Does not the prison sweat with your heathen criminals 
continually? Do not the mines continually groan with the load of 
heathens ? Are not your wild beasts fatted with heathens ? And 
is not the whole herd of condemned wretches which some public 
benefactors 1 keep alive for the entertainment of the amphitheatre, 
are not they all of your religion? Now, among all these male­
factors, there is not a Christian to be found for any crime but that 
of his name only, or if there be, we disown him for a Christian. 

--o--

CHAPTER XLV. 

CONCERNING ONE GREAT REASON FOR THE INNOCENCE OF 
CHRiSTIANS ABOVE THAT OF ALL OTHER PEOPLE. 

WE then are the only harmless people among you, and where is the 
wonder, if it cannot well be otherwise? As in truth it cannot, con­
sidering our education; for the innocence we are taught, we are 
taught from God, and we know our lesson perfectly well, as being 
revealed to us by the Master of all perfection, and we observe it 
faithfully as the command of an all-seeing Lawgiver, who we know 
is not to be despised but at the hazard of eternal happiness. 
Whereas your systems of virtue are but the conjectures of human 
philosophy, and the power which commands obedience merely 
human; and so neither the rule nor the power indisputable, and 
consequently the one too imperfect to instruct us fully, and the 
other too weak to command us effectually, both which are abun­
dantly provided for by a revelation from God. Where is the 
philosopher 2 who can so clearly demonstrate the true good as to 

1 Munerarii. Such sports and plays which were exhibited by private men at 
their own charges in order to ingratiate with the people, were called L111/i 
hono.-arii; and those of this nature were for the most part either fencing or 
stage-plays. Fencing is that which is here meant, and because freely bestowed, 
called Afunus, and the bestowers of them M1111erar£i. In allusion to this is that 
of St. Jerome, Afuneran'us Pa11pern111, et Egentium Candida/us Epist. ad 
Pammach. 

2 7imta est I'n,dentia Homi11is ad demon.<tra11dum bo11um, quanta Auclon'tas 
ad exigendum, tam ilia fa/Ii facilis, quam ista ctmlem11i. " Where is the philo­
sopher who can so clearly demonstrate the true good as to fix the notion beyond 
dispute? and what human power is able to reach the conscience, and bring down 
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fix the notion beyond dispute? and what human power is able to 
reach the conscience, and bring down that notion into practice? 
For human wisdom is as subject to error as human power is to 
contempt. And therefore let us enter a little into a comparison 
between your laws and ours. Tell me then, which do you take to 
be the fullest and completest law, that which says, Thou shalt do 
no murder, or that which restrains the very passion of anger? 
Which expresses greatest purity and perfection, the law which 
prohibits the outward act of adultery, or that which condemns the 
bare lust of the eye? Which is the wisest provision for innocence, 
to forbid evil-doing, or not to permit so much as evil-speaking? 
Which is the most instructing lesson for the good of mankind, to 
debar men from doing injury, or not so much as to allow the 
injured person the common privilege of returning evil for evil ? 

But this is not all, for I must gi,·e you to understand that these 
very laws of yours, which are but in the way to perfection, are no 
more in good truth than a transcript of the old law of God, older 
by much than any law of your making, but I have already laid 
before you the antiquity of Moses. 

But as our law is more perfect in its precepts, so is it more 
cogent in its penalties; for pray tell me what is the force of human 

the notion into practice? For human wisdom is as subject to error ns humnn 
power is to contempt." It is plain, in fact, from the sad stnte of dnrkness which 
overspread the world at the coming of our Snviour, thnt humnn reason unassisted 
was not sufficient for the establishment of true moral righteousness, or to mnke 
one entire and perfect system of the law of nature. But supposing such n body 
of ethics possible to be collected from the writings of the philosophers ns we 
find in the gospel, bow far must such a collection fall short from n complete, 
steady, indispu111ble rule of morality I It is all at most but humnn wisdom, nnd 
that (as Tenullian says} is as subject to error a.s human J>OWer is to contempt, 
and both consequently subject to dispute. Had the saymgs of Socrntes, Plato, 
Aristotle, etc., any authority? They were only the sayings and opinions of mere 
men, and so might be rejected or embraced o.s men thought fit : or if nny pnrt ol 
the doctrine of a philosopher must go for law, the whole must pass for such too, 
or else bis authority ceases. Such a system therefore of mornlity as wns not 
only perfectly agreeable to right reason, but also of divine indisputable authority 
in every point, was wanting to the world before the coming of our Saviour, 
allowing mere human philosophy as perfect as you plca.se in point of truth. 
Such a system, I say, was wanting which was not only right in every rule, but of 
infallible wisdom and authority in every precept, and easy and intelligible in all 
things necessary to every understanding: and the gospel, and only the gospel, is 
such a system, dictated by divine wisdom, aod confirmed by divine authority, by 
such a wisdom as ia not 111bject to enor, and by such n power as cnnnot be 
diiiputed, 
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laws? Which an offender has oftentimes a chance to escape either 
by lying hid in his wickedness, or else by pleading inadvertency or 
compulsion. Reflect likewise upon the shortness of human punish­
ment, which always ends with life; for this reason you see how 
li~tle Ep!curus valued any kind of torment, by laying down this for 
his maxim of comfort, that a little pain is contemptible, and a 
great one is not lasting. But we who know we must account to a 
God who sees the secrets of all hearts ; we who have a prospect of 
that eternal punishment He has in store for the transgressors of His 
l~ws; we, I say, may well be looked upon under so much revela­
t10n, to be the only men who always take innocence in their way; 
and considering the omniscience of our Law-giver, and that dark­
ness _ and light to Him are both alike, and withal weighing the 
!1eavmess of future torment, torment not lasting only, but everlast­
mg, we proportion our fear and obedience accordingly, fearing Him 
whom those judges ought to be afraid of, who condemn Christians 
for standing more in awe of God than the proconsul. 

--o--

CHAPTER XLVI. 

THAT CHRISTIANS HAVE A BETTER RIGHT TO A TOLERATION 
THAN PHILOSOPHERS. 

I HA VE now, as I think, stood the whole charge, and replied to 
every article, for which men have been so deadly clamorous for the 
blood of Christians. I have likewise laid before you our whole 
state, and the ground of our faith, namely, the antiquity of the 
divine Scriptures most credibly attested, together with the testimony 
and confession of the very devils themselves; he therefore that will 
take upon him to refute me ought to disprove these facts in the 
same method and simplicity as I have proposed them, and not to 
fold himself in quirks of logic or the disguise of eloquence. 

In the meantime, I cannot but take notice of the strange in­
credulity of some men, who notwithstanding they are convinced of 
the excellency of our sect, which they are notoriously. sensible of 
by their conversation and dealings with us, yet they wilt not be 
convinced that Christianity is of diviner original than mere human 
philosophy. For, say they, philosophers prescribe and profess the 
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same doctrine as Christians, namely, innocence, justice, patience, 
temperance, and chastity. But now if this comparison be just, and 
Christianity and philosophy be the same things, pray, what is the 
reason that we have not the same philosophic treatment? Why 
are we not equalled to those in points of privilege and impunity, to 
whom we are compared in points of discipline? Why are not they 
who are of the like profession with us put upon the same offices 
with us, and which we for refusing run the risk of our lives? But 
what philosopher is compelled to sacrifice or swear by your gods, 
or to hang out a parcel of insignificant lights at noonday upon your 
fesnvals? And yet these philosophers destroy your gods openly, 1 

and write against your superstitions, and with your approbation into 
the bargain. Nay, many of them not only snarl, but bark aloud 
against the emperors, and you bear it very contentedly; and not 
only so, but give them statues and pensions instead of throwing 
them to the beasts for so doing; and all this, no doubt, with great 
reason, because they go by the name of philosophers, and not 
Christians,-a name II which gives no disturbance to the demons, 
and how should it? since the philosophers do these demons the 
honour as to place them next the gods. For it was a constant 
form in the mouth of Socrates, By my demon's leave I will do so 
or so. Yet even this same philosopher after he had given such an 
instance of bis true wisdom in denying the divinity of your gods, 
yet notwithstanding th~s (such was the inconstancy of the man) he 

1 Q,iin imo d Dtos flnlros pa/am tkstruunt,-laudantil,w fJ06is. These nnd 
the following words are plainly an imitation or rather n translo.tion of those in 
Justin Martyr, Apo/. i. sec. 4-.-..,;,.,, .,.& ),>&,-.u,u·• ol f''"''PXJ~u., ,U. ,r,,,on·~, 
• ,,, U~,, r1u Ji aal <r,/", .-,;, 1Uf1111t1 UP,pit,u,, ,,.,,;,,.,,, ~11>..1. 

2 Nomm I,« Pnilosopnonm1 Damo11ia non Ju.cat. When the more sober nnd 
inquisitive heo.theos took a stricter view of the lives of the preo.chers of the 
i;:ospel, nod or the genuine followers, instead of the common nnd rude name of 
impostors, they gave them the more civil title of philosophers, ns we find from 
the begiooing of this chapter: Sed dum unicuiq.; ma11ifestal11r verilas uoslra, 
quod usu jam el de comma-do innotuit, non uh'q. ; Divimm, tugocium exisli111a11I, 
Jed magis PnilosopAia gmus. They could not but own Christianity to be a more 
exalted kind of P.hilosophy, when they saw the Christia.ns live above the very 
notions or the philcaophers. But the difference between the life of u Christian 
nn<l a philosopher was not the only characteristic; for, says our Tertullian, 
Nomen n0< Philosopl,i,rum Damonia non fugal. Philosopher is a name the 
<levils value not; they stand in no awe of a philosopher's bear<l, nor will the hem 
of his pallium cure a.ny diseases. But Christians did not only outlive them in 
virtue, but outdid them io power. For Christ was a name that made the very 
devils tremble ; a thing which the philosophers with nil their mii,:hty wi,<10111 
were so far from pretending to, that they worshipped those very demons next lo 
their gods. So that Christianity a.nd philosophy differ just as much ns heaven 
and earth, as a name that can <lo everything, and a mere empty title. 
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ordered a cock to be sacrificed to .IEsculapius 1 just upon the point 
of expiring, in gratitude, I suppose, to his father Apollo, who had 
given him out for the wisest of mortals. O inconsiderate Apollo ! 
was you bewitched thus to ungod yourself, by crying up such a one 
for the wisest of men, who cried down the whole race of heathen 
gods? 

But forasmuch as men of corrupted minds have always a burning 
hatred to truth, so her strictest followers must expect to meet with 
the severest usage ; but he who adulterates truth will be sure to 
have the thanks of her enemies for his service. Accordingly, pnilo­
sophers affect truth only in appearance, and this affectation puts 
them upon corrupting her, for the glorious vanity of a name; but 
Christians are heartily and violently set upon pure truth, and 
perform her commands sincerely, as men who have nothing to care 
for here, but in order to their salvation hereafter; and therefore 
Christians, both in respect of conscience and discipline, notwith­
standing your comparison, are very different persons. And for a 
further proof of this difference, consider what was the answer that 
Thales the prince of naturalists made Crc:esus, when he was pressed 
by him plainly to declare his positive notions of the divine nature. 
Did not the philosopher put off the prince from time to time with 
his " I will consider on it"? But the meanest mechanic among 
Christians apprehends God, and can answer the question, and can 
assign substantial reasons, and very sensibly explain himself upon 
all these disquisitions about the divine nature; though Plato 
affirms it to be so difficult to find out the Creator of the universe, 
and when found, to express himself intelligibly upon that subject. 
But if you make a challenge between Christians and heathens, in 
point of morals, let us enter the lists, and begin with chastity; and 
in the trial of Socrates I read one article of the Athenians against 
him for sodomy; but a Christian keeps inviolably to one sex 
and one woman. I find also that Diogenes could not lie con­
tentedly in his tub without his mistress Phryne; and I hear of one 
Speusippus of Plato's school, slain i!l the very act of adultery; but 
a Christian is a man only to his own wife. Democritus by putting 
out his eyes, because he could not look upon a wo_man wit~ 
innocence, and was not easy within the bounds of chastity! suffici­
ently published his incontinence by his cure; but a Christian can 

1 .disculapio tamen gallinacmm prosecari i11 Ji~ judebal. The 1:i.st dying 
words of Socrates we have in the conclusion of Plato's Ph,zdo, and they are 
these-•n "f;'1'0Jt11 ff,,, ,r~ 'A,•Atir,; Of,;).o~o i,Aa&'l'fllfra, l&AA1& &.-OJ,,,., aal ~~ 
l,f"1At!O'&O'I, 
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look upon a woman securely, because his mind is blind to all 
impressions of that nature. If the question is about probity or 
sweetness of temper, behold Diogenes with his dirty feet treading 
upon Plato's stately carpets, and crying he trampled upon Plato's 
pride, though the sloven did it with a greater pride of his own ; but 
the Christian expresses not the least air of haughtiness to the 
poorest man on earth. If we contend about moderation with 
respect to worldly greatness, behold Pythagoras affecting tyranny 
at Thurium, and Zeno at Priene ! But a Christian has not the 
ambition to aspire even to the office of an redile. If we compare 
equanimity, remember Lycurgus made away with himself because 
he was unable to bear the thought of the Lacedremonians correcting 
the severity of his laws; but a Christian after condemnation is able 
to return thanks to those who have condemned him. If you vie 
with us in fidelity, there is your Anaxagoras who had not fidelity 
enough to restore the strangers the goods they had deposited in 
his trust ; but a Christian has the name of faithful, even among the 
enemies of his faith. If we dispute humility, I must tell you that 
Aristotle could not sit easy until he proudly made his friend 
Hermias sit below him ; but a Christian never bears hard, so much 
as upon his enemy. The same Aristotle was as gross a dauber of 
Alexander, to keep that huge pupil under his management, as Plato 
was of Dionysius for the benefit of his belly. Aristippus in his 
purple, and under the greatest show of gravity, was an arrant 
debauchee; and Hippias 1 was killed while he was actually in 
ambush against the city, a thing which no Christian ever attempted 
for the deliverance of his brethren, though under the most barbarous 
usage. But perhaps it may be replied that some Christians are 
far from living up to their profession, to which I reply again, that 
then they are as far from having the reputation of Christians among 
those who truly are so; but yet philosophers shall enjoy the name 
and honour of philosophy among you in spite of the wickedness of 

111,ptiar dMWI Civilali innaiar dirjtmil, oaidil11r; lzoc tro rnis om,ii alrocitati 
diuijalis Nnno ""'f'IOm Cl,n'stilmus lmlavil. Concerning the severnl crimes 
charged upon the philosophers in this catalogue, the reader may find them 
sufliciently dilated oo by the commentators; liut that which l think mostly 
remarkable in this comparison between a philosopher and a Christian is, that 
he concludes the whole with the instance of rcliellion in I-lip\iias, "n thing," says 
he, "which no Chri,tian was ever heard to have atlcmptc, for the rescue of his 
brethren, though under the most provoking and barl,arous usage," This upon 
all occasions he shows to be the distinguishing character of Christians, this he 
triumphs upon, and therefore concludes the periml with non-resistance like an 
urator who gradually rises higher antl higher, and clinches all with that he thinks 
most likely to leave the clecpe<;t impression. 
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their lives. And where is now the similitude between a philosopher 
and a Christian? between a disciple of Greece and of heaven? a 
trader 1 in fame and a saver of souls? between a man of words and 
a man of deeds? between a builder up of virtue and a destroyer of 
it? between a dresser up of lies and a restorer of truth? between a 
thief and a guardian of this sacred depositum? 

1 Fama Negotiator, et Vita. "A trader in fame, and a saver of souls." Pkilo­
sophus Gloria Animal. et popularis aura vile mancipium, says Jerome ad 
Julianum. "A philosopher is an animal of fame, one who basely drudges for 
the breath of the people.' Lactantius is not a little severe with Cicero upon this 
very score, for thus he delivers himself in his second book de Origine Erroris, 
sec. J, p. 67, Canta b. Edit., intelligebat Cicero falsa esse, etc. "Cicero," says he, 
" was very sensible of the vanities in worship, and when he bad said enough in 
all reason utterly to overthrow the established religions, yet he concludes that 
these were the truths not to be told the people for fear of unhinging the religions 
of the State. Now what is to be done with a man who knows himself in an 
error, and yet knowingly dashes upon a rock, that the people may do so too? 
who pulls out his own eyes to secure others in darkness ; who neither deserves 
well of those he permits to wander, nor of himself, whom he associates with 
practices he condemns ; who makes no use of his wisdom for the regulation of 
his life, but wilfully entangles himself to ensnare others, whom as the wiser 
person he was obliged to rescue from error. But, 0 Cicero I if you have 
any regard for virtue, attempt rather to deliver the people out of ignorance; it 
is a noble enterprise, and worthy all your powers of eloquence ; never fear 
but your oratory will hold out in so good a cause, which never failed you in the 
defence of so many bad ones. But Socrates' prison is the thing you dread, and 
therefore truth must want a patron. But certainly, as a wise man, you ought to 
despise death in competition with truth ; and you had fallen more honourably 
by much for speaking well of truth, than for speaking ill of Antony. Nor will 
you ever rise to that height of glory by your Philippics, as you would have 
done by labouring to undeceive the world, and dispute the people into their 
senses." This I take to be a just character, Socrates excepted, of all the heathen 
philosophers; they were traders for fame, and enriched their heads only to fill 
their pockets ; they never loved truth well enough to suffer for her, nor would 
plead her cause before the Areopagus or Senate, at the hazard of their lives ; their 
notions were inactive, and lay floating only on their fancies, nor were the people 
nor themselves the better men for their philosophy ; Socrates' prison spoiled all. 
How unlike to this was the carriage of the apostles and their genuine followers! 
How did they engage in the defence of truth ! With what zeal did they prea~h 
their crucified Master before Sanhedrim and Senate, in the face of all the dL!l• 
couraging tortures witty malice could invent 1 They accounted no hazards 
comparable to the advantage the world would enjoy by the propagation _of 
Christian philosophy ; they rejoiced that they were accounted worthy to sufier 
for the name of Christ. This showed a truly noble and generous spirit, that 
would not he discouraged from doing the world good, though the benefactors 
met with such hard usage for their pains. This likewise showed the divine 
power of the Christian religion, that it was able to raise its professors above nil 
considerations present, for the joy that was set before them. ~uch was the differ­
ence between a philosopher and a Christian, between a disciple of Greece and 
a disciple of heaven. 
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CHAPTER XL VII. 

THAT THE HEATHEN POETS AND PHILOSOPHERS STOLE MANY OF 
THEIR NOTIONS FROM THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 

THE antiquity 1 of the divine writings which I have already 
established would be a proper topic to insist upon here, in order 
to convince you that those writings have been the treasury of all 
succeeding wisdom ; and this topic I would pursue at largt, was it 
not for fear of swelling this Apology to a volume. But, to be short, 
which of your poets,2 which of your sophisters have not drank from 

1 AnJiquittr omni/nu, etc. Was it not for fear of swelling this tract beyond 
the bounds of an Apology, Tertullian says, he would enter into n particular proof 
of the antiquity of the Holy Scriptures. The reader will fincl this largely treated 
by Easebius in his Prapnr. Evang., where in the fifth chapter, lib. x., you will 
see that the Grecians had not so much as the use of letters till Cadmus the 
Phrenician introduced them, which the Phcenicians had from the Syrinns, thnt is, 
the Hebrews, which bordered upon them. In this chapter you will see nlso, not 
only the affinity between the Hebrew and Greek nlphnbet, which I hnve nlrendy 
mentioned, but how all the two-and-twenty letters in the Hebrew hn\'e their 
proper signification, which in the Greek have no meaning at nil; which plainly 

r.roves the one to be but an im~rfect copy of the other, especinlly when the 
ctters arc just almost the same in both, as Alph, Alphn, etc. 

1 Q,ns PNlan,.,, pi 111m omnino de Prophetnnmi Jonie polnven't? The 
Grecian bards of old were the instructors of the people, nncl priests genernlly as 
well u poets; thry travelled much into Egypt nnd other parts most noted for 
antiquity and learning; and from thence freighted themse-lves with nncient 
traditions, which they set their fancies to work upon, ancl so hncked nncl hewed 
and disguised the originals, that it was hard to sny from what country they cnme. 
Grr1n'a Mmdax was II true motto. I will not go nbout to show pnrticulnrly how 
the poets have plu11dered the prophets, since Bochartus, Vo11ius de Idol., nnd 
Bishop Stillingtlect, Ont. Sa<., have so nicely traced the plaginries nncl cliscoverccl 
the foundation of almost the whole fabulous superstructure, in spite of nil their 
artifice 10 conceal it. However, it may not be amiss just to mention some of the 
ways they took to conceal and colour the impostures. 1\nd one way was, to 
alter the Hebrew name and put II Greek one m the ,,lace of like importance. 
Thus Cham or Ham, who either for his minority or un< utifulness hacl his shnrc of 
i:ovcmment allottecl him in the barren sancls of Africa, and was there for mnny 
ages worshipped under the name of Jupiter llamon, which the Ei,:yplians by 
leaving out the aspirate call 'A,_.,,. •• , or 'A,,.,u,, accorclin~ to that of llcroclotus in 
his E11trrpe, ·A,_.,,. •• , -r•f Ai-y.;.,,..,..,, ••d·""" .. ~, 4,... Thus I say, for 07'1 I-lam, 
which signifies jt"Tvidus from the radix OOil fervere, they put z,.,, from 
t,.,, which signilies the same in Greek with Ham in llcl,rew. This Amnu,n 
had a temple in the city of No, as we find from that of Jeremiah xlvi. 25: 
"Behold, I will punish the multitude of No, and Pharaoh ancl Jo:b'YPt wilh their 
gods." That which we render the multitude of ~o, is in the original Amon de No, 

E 
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the fountain of the prophets? It is from these sacred sources 
likewise that your philosophers have refreshed their thirsty, in­
quisitive spirits. From hence also it is that philosophy has been 
proscribed some countries, as Thebes, Sparta, and Argos, for the 
monstrous issue she produced from the adulterous mixture of 
divine truths with human inventions; and no wonder, since (as I 
have said) these philosophers were men of glory only, and driven 
on with the lust of eloquence. Accordingly, if they found any­
thing in our divine digests 1 which hit their fancies, or might serve 

the God Amon, whose temple was in the city No. Vid. Bochar. Phaleg. lib. i. 
pp. 5, 6. Another way of disguising their thefts was by taking the Hebrew in its 
literal and proper sense, thus finding Noah (whom Bocharlus has demonstrated 
to be the same with Saturn) to be called, Gen. xi. 20, i1CiNi1 ~N, vir TerrlZ, 
a husbandman, as Vir Sanguinis, Vir Pecoris, a bloody man, a shepherd, 
2 Sam. xvi. 7, Gen. xlvi. 32. A most familiar phrase among the Hebrews, they 
take vir Terrm or husbandman in a literal sense for "'"P .-;;r ,-;;,, the husband 
of the earth; and so Saturn, which was Noah, is reported to have married 
Rhea, that is, the earth. Vid. Bochart. Pha!eg. lib. i. cap. 1, p. 3. And so 
likewise where the Oriental languages were ambiguous or equivocal, by omitting 
the obvious sense and following the obscure, they spun out strange stories. Thus 
again the great Bochartus, lib. iv. cap. 31, has traced the fable of the Golden 
Fleece, which was nothing but the robbing the treasury of the king of Colchis, 
framed from the equivocal Syriac word N,:i, which signifies both a fleece and a 
treasury; and so the bulls and dragons which kept it were nothing but the 
walls and brazen gates, for ,,~ signifies both a bull and a wall, and ~m, 
brass and a dragon. I shall mention but one Grecian artifice more, which was 
by ascribing to some of their own nation what is recorded in the sacred history. 
Thus the Thessalians make Deucalion to be the person who escaped the flood, 
and from whom the world was peopled after it ; and whoever compares the 
relation of Deucalion's flood in Apollodorus, Biblioth. lib. i. p. 19, with that 
of Moses, may easily turn Apollodorus's Greek into the lan,;:uage of Scripture by 
only turning Greece into the whole earth, and Deucalion mlo Noah, Pamassus 
into Ararat, and Jupiter into Jehovah. Vid. Bishop Stillingfleet's Orig. Sac. 
lib. iii. cap. 5. 

1 Si quid in Sanctis Scripturis o.ffenderunt,pro i11stil11lo Cun"osilalis a,/ propn·a 
opera verte,·unt. In the foregoing Apology, Justin Martyr gives several instances 
wherein Plato had stolen from Moses; and Clemens Alexandrinus, Strom. I, 
calls Plato, .,.,, 'Efjp«,.,, q,,>..,11,q,o,. See St. Austin, de .Doctr. Clzn'st. lib. ii. cap. 
28, de civit . .Dd, lib. xviii. cap. 41, and lib. viii. cap. 11. But above all, see this 
philosopher hunted through all his coverts, and traced home to the r.rophets by 
Euscbius in his l'r«par. Evan,t:. lib. xi. xii. xiii., and there you will find with 
what good reason the Fathers charged the philosophers in general, and Plato in 
particular, for shirking from the Holy Scriptures, according lo that of Eusebius, 
Prapar. Evang. lih, xi. cap. 10, 'T; 'Ya,P ltr"'' IlAa:T"'"• R M.,,;;, ti,r-r,";~r.,11; Quid tsl 
aliud l'lalo, quam ,Woses Altice loquens? Origen is of opinion that Plato by 
conversing with the Jews in Egypt came acquainted with the history of the fall 
of man, which after his enigmalical way he desc1ibes in his Symposi'acs, where he 
introduces J>orus the god of plenty feasting with the rest of the gods; after 
supper Pcnia comes to the door a-begging; Porns being drunk with nectar, goes 
into Jupitcr"s garden, and there falls fasl asleep; Penia observing it steals to 
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their hypothesis, they took it and turned it and bent it to a com­
pliance with their own curiosity; not considering these writings to 
be sacred and unalterable, nor understanding their sense, which 
was then under a cloud to those carnal minds, as it is at this day 
to the very Jews, to whom they were appropriated. For if in any 
place truth appeared in its native simplicity without the disguise of 
type or metaphor, worldly wisdom, instead of submitting her faith, 
blended the certainties of revelation with her own philosophic 
uncertainties; for having dipped in the Holy Scripture, and found 
there is no other God but one, they presently divided into various 
speculations about the divine nature, some asserting it to be incor­
poreal, others corporeal, as the Platonics and Stoics ; some com­
posing him of atoms, and others of numbers, as Epicurus and 

him, and by this cunning conceived by him. In this fable of Plato, Origen 
observes the resemblance between Jupiter's garden and Paradise, and between 
Penia and the serpent, etc. A.nd he is the rather confirmed in his conjecture, 
because he knew it to be Plato's custom to wrap up his sublimest notions in fable, 
for fear of disobliging the fabulous Greeks, who hated the Jews, and who WDl1hl 
have themselves pass for the wisest, if not the most ancient people ; and I may 
add, too, that nobody else might know from whence Plato had lus notions. Vid. 
Orig. ciml. lib. iv. And as Plato purloined his divinest discoveries from the 
prophets, and perplexed them on purpose to hide the theft, so is it very remark­
able that the latter Platonists, such as J amblichus, Hierocles, Simplicius, etc., 
talk in o. kind of evangelical strain, and as much above Pinto ns the apostles do 
above the prophets; o.nd at the same time vilify the Christians for n blind to 
make believe that there was nothing in the Christian doctrine worth borrowing, 
just as their master Plato had done before them. For it is to he remembered 
that Plotinus, Porphyrius, Jamblichus, and Hierocles were brought up under the 
great Ammoniu.s of Alexandrin, as well as Hercnnins nnd Origen. This Ammo­
nius both lived and died a Christian, as Eusebius and Jerome testify, Hisl. E,cla. 
lib. vi. cap. 19, Hicron. tU Script. Eccl., and so instructed his scholars in the 
Christian mysteries, u well as the po.gllll philosophy o.t the snme time. The 
not observing therefore that the 11dmirable discourses of these lntter Platonists 
had their rise from a Christian muter, has been the ground of two scurvy 
mistakes amongst some learned critics, nnmely, of overvaluing the Ph1tonic 
Philosophy, aa if in their notions or the origin of evil, nnd the degeneracy of our 
souls from their primitive purity, etc., they outdid revelation, thoui,:h it is 
evident that their noblest flights took wing from the i:ospel. Secondly, of 
charging the primitive Fo.thers with Plo.tonizing, o. chnrgc (as I have proved) 
they utterly deny, and on the contrary to.x the philosophers with Christianizing, 
or stealing from the doctrine of Christ; which they wrested only to serve their 
hypothesis, o.nd without telling o. word whence they had the notion ; and not 
only the philosophers, but the heretics (says Tertullian) ho.d got a trade of 
blending philosophy ll!ld Christianitr together. And our author complains not 
only here of this tampering with Scnpture among Christians, but cries out in his 
Procnphim a~ainsl H~rtlics, cap. 7-VidMinl qui Stoirnm tf l'lato11im111 et 
Dialaticum CllriJtianismum prolulerunt. And it is notorious of lo.tc years whnt 
attempts have been made to reform religion by philosophy, instead of mnking 
philosophy bend to revelation. 



132 Tertull£an's Apology for the Christ£ans. 

Pythagoras, and some of fire, as was the opinion of Heraclitus. 
The Platonists likewise maintain his care and providence over his 
creation; on the contrary, the Epicureans make him a careless, 
inactive God, and, as I may say, nobody in the world. Again, the 
Stoics place him without the world, and turning the globe about, 
like a porter sitting without his wheel. The Platonists place him 
within the world like a pilot of a ship steering the universal vessel 
that contains him. In like manner we find these sages at variance 
about the world itself, whether it was made or unmade, and whether 
it would dissolve or last for ever. The same disputes we find 
about the state of the soul, some contending for it to be of a divine 
immortal nature, and others of a nature corruptible; every one 
inferring and reforming as the maggot bit. Nor do I wonder to 
find the philosophic wits play such foul pranks with the Old 
Testament, when I find some of the same generation among our­
selves who have made as bold with the New, and composed a 
deadly mixture of gospel and opinion, as the same philosophizing 
vanity led them ; and out of one plain road have cut a world of 
labyrinths and inextricable mazes to confound men in the way of 
salvation; which therefore I thought proper to advertise you of, 
that this noted diversity of opinions among Christians should not 
justify a parallel between us and philosophers, and make men 
condemn truth itself from the contentions about it. But this in 
short is my prescription 1 against these adulterers of the faith, to try 
all their doctrines by the gospel, that rule of truth which came 
from Christ, and was transmitted by His apostles, that, I say, is the 

1 E~pedite mim prescribimus Ad11lteris nostris, ii/am esse Regulam 11erilatis 
qutE vmint a Cl,risto transmissa per co mites ipsius. I shall not here enter into 
the necessary qualifications of a perfect rule of faith, and prove such qualifications 
to be in Holy Scripture, but observe only, that supposing philosophers to be in 
the right, yet all their reasonings were but the reasonings of mere men, and 
therefore fallible. No one system of philosophy then could be collected from 
their writings (granting all necessary truths to lie scattered amongst them) for IL 
standing authoritative rule in matters of controversy, for such a collection can be 
of no more authority than the collector, and must w:mt a sanction more than 
human; for all men have a natural right to reason for themselves, till God 
determines it by a rule divine : the want of such rule therefore was a great 
desideratum in the Gentile world ; and this was one of the great wants provided 
for by Christ's coming into the world, who is emphatically said to have brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel. The heathens then of old, and 
the deists at present, vainly object against Christianity the many diflerences about 
it ; for, says Tertullian, there is an infallible rule transmitted by Christ through 
His apostles, which we apply to upon all occasions to measure doctrines by, and 
which is wanting to the philosophers ; and therefore all the fundamental dilfe_r­
ences which arise among Christians do not rise for any fault in the rule but in 

themselves. 
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touchstone by which all the different opinions of succeeding 
teachers is to be proved. 

All the arrows 1 that are shot at truth are taken from her own 
quiver, for the heresies are to look with a gospel face in emulation 
of divine truth, and the spirits of error have a great stroke in the 
picture. These are they which suborn men to discolour the 
doctrines of salvation, and stain them with their own inventions. 
By the same spiritual wickednesses are fables foisted in, to invali­
date the credibility of our religion, or rather to procure this credi­
bility for themselves, that the doctrines of devils being dressed up 
like truth might have the same veneration with the word of God ; 
so that either a man might disbelieve a Christian, because he 
disbelieves a poet or a philosopher, or rather conclude he has the 
greater reason to give credit to a philosopher or a poet, because he 
cannot find in his heart to believe a Christian. From this sacri­
legious mixture it is that we are so ridiculed when we preach about 
the day of judgment, for in imitation of this the poets and 
philosophers have their tribunal in the infernal region; and if we 
threaten them with hell, which is a subterranean treasure of secret 
fire reserved for the punishment of the wicked, we are hooted at; 
for thus they ape us too with their Puriphlegeton i or burning river 
among the shades below ; and if we mention Paradise, 9 a place of 

1 Omm"a advn-nu wrilaltm d11 ijsd Vll1'ilntt comtnicla sun/, operanlib11s 
am11/alumr111 istam ,pirilil>us Err11ris. The Holy Scriptures being confessedly 
of divine authority, the most effectual way of doing mischief is not to descry 
them, but to put a crown on their head and a reed in their hnnds, nnd to bow 
before them, and cry, "Hnil King of the Jews I" to pretend n mighty deal of 
reverence to the Scriptures, and then crucify them k> their own sense. This was 
always the way of heretics nnd designing men, set on foot, snys our nuthor, nnd 
carried on by the agency of the spirits of darkness. And it is observable that 
the old serpent took the same course in tempting the second Adam with n text 
from Scripture ; nnd I know not nny nutbor thnt ever copied closer after the 
devil in this very thing than the author of the RigMs of 1/u Cl,rislia,i Clmrc/1, 
who, with all the strength of delusion, has done his hest to set up lhe kingdom of 
darkness, and to uni::hurch Christendom from Scripture. 

3 Sic mim Pyriphl,gtlon apud morluos amnis tsl. From the 7th of Daniel and 
the 10th verse, where it is said that "a fiery stream issued and came forth from 
before him ; thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand Limes ten 
thousand stood before him, and the judgment was set, and the books were 
opened;" from this passage, I say, Eusebius shows the affinity between Plato 
and the rropbet as to the future judgment, and particularly that the Puriphlci,:eton 
or burmng river in Plato, .-,pl ,J,ux}i,, is plainly the fiery stream in Daniel. 
Via. Euseb. Prap. Evan. lib. xi. cap. 58. 

• El si Parodi.tum nomirumw, Locum Divimz amanilatis ruipimdis Sant:l­
orum spiriliou.s disli,ialum, ma.erid quddam ign,a illi11s Zona ugngalum. 
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divine pleasure, destined for the reception of the spirits of holy 
men, and guarded from the notice of the common world by the 
torrid zone or wall of fire, immediately they trump upon us with 
their Elysium. From whence now, I pray, had your poets and 
philosophers these resemblances ? Whence, if not from the books 
of our sacred mysteries? And if they copied from them, then they 
have the prerogative of antiquity, and consequently are the more 
credible ; since you look upon an original of more authority than 
the copy. But now, if they were the founders of these inventions, 
then we must take our religion from them, which is as impossible in 

Paradise, says l'hilo, de Plaut. NotZ, p. 171, is 11uµ,{!,0J..o, "'•x:,;, ~ ..... wJ...dou; u) 

µ,1y,11lou; xa.p'ii; ,;,,,.,,"'P""""'' "The representation of a soul exulting for fulness and 
excess of joy." By Paradise or Abraham's bosom, or Abraham's port, as the 
Greek word 1<0J..-.ro; truly signifies, the primitive Christians understood a place 
of ease and divine happiness, next to heaven, but not heaven itself, or the 
perfect fruition of the beatific vision ; they were of opinion that the departed 
souls of just men in general ascended not into heaven till after the resurrection; 
which Iremeus and Tertullian prove from the example of Christ, to which we 
must be conformed ; for Christ Himself did not ascend into heaven till after His 
resurrection, but as His body rested in the grave, so His soul went into the place 
of departed souls, and when He rose again, then He ascended into heaven ; and 
thus, say they, we must do also. Not that they affirmed no souls immediately 
entered into heaven, for they believed the souls of martyrs did, and this belief 
seems to have increased the passion so much for martyrdom in that age. Here 
then the reader is desired to observe, that Tertullian asserts a middle state 
without a Purgatory, for he asserts Paradise to be a garden of divine pleasure 
prepared for the refreshment of holy souls till the resurrection; and therefore our 
author could not possibly imagine it to be a place of torment, to expiate the 
temporal punishment due to sin, when the eternal .Punishment is remitted, which 
is the popish Purgatory, an invention not only against the current doctrine of the 
Fathers, but highly derogatory to the all-sufficient merits of our crucified Master,­
a most discouraging and barbarous representation of the Christian religion, and 
such a one as had never been framed, had it not been a convenient ,;engine to 
make a way into the pockets of the people. This Paradise (says our author) is 
guarded about with a wall of fire, like what the torrid zone is commonly 
supposed to be, plainly alluding to the cherubim and the flaming sword which 
turned every way to keep the way of the tree of life; hereby intimating, as I 
conceive, that as Paradise was the blissful seat of man in innocence, so Abraham's 
bosom or port was such an Eden of happiness for righteous spirits ; and as that 
was guarded from the re-entrance of sinful Adam and his posterity by those 
ministering spirits, which the psalmist, and after him the author to the llebrews, 
calls a lla1~e of fire, so was this blesse? _mansion of pure.souls,_ this port_ aft~r.thc 
storms of life, secured by the same mm1sters from the mcurs10n of evil spmts : 
the devil they knew to he prince of the air, arnl this lower region to be filled 
with his legions, who in the opinion of the Fathers stood always reac.ly to seize 
on a departed soul ; and therefore as the soul of Lazarus was carried by the 
angels into Abraham's bosom, so they concluded that every righteous soul in the 
like manner was conducted in triumph through the domimons of the devil, and 
lodged in the same port of happiness till the day of judgment, 
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nature as for a shadow to be before the substance, 1 or the image 
before the reality. 

--()-

CHAPTER XL VIII. 

CONCERNING THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY. 

LET us now consider a little the different treatment of a philosopher 
and a Christian. If a philosopher affirms, as Laberius from Pytha­
goras has done, that after death the soul of a man departs into a 
mule, and that of a woman into a serpent, and turns all the sails 
of eloquence to carry this absurd point, shall not he find credit, 
and harangue some of you into abstinence even from the flesh of 
animals? And will not many scruple to eat a piece of beef, for 
fear of eating a piece of their ancestors? But now if a Christian 
shall affirm that man shall be made man again after death, and 
Caius rise the very same Caius again, he is in danger of being 
mobbed, and having all the sticks and stones in the street presently 
about his ears. But if you can find it reasonable to believe the 
transmigration of human souls from body to body, why should you 
think it incredible for the soul to return to the substance it first 
inhabited? For this is our notion of a resurrection, to be that 
again after death, which we were before; for, according to the 
Pythagorean doctrine, these souls now are not the same they were, 
because they cannot be what they were not without ceasing to be 
what they were. A man might be very merry upon this subject, 
had he leisure and inclination to give himself a loose, and hunt 

1 NH"¥"0., mi111 ,orp,u Uml>ra, au/ vtrifalem Imago prtrutlil. It wns a 
mighty objection with the heathens, that Christianity was a novel upstart 
religion, formed out of the corruption of the heathen mythology ; but this 
Tertullian ugucs to be as impossible aa for the shadow to be before the sub­
stance, or an imitation before the reality. This very objection we find almost 
continually in the mouth of Celsus the Epicurean; for, says he, "the huildin1c: of 
the Tower of Babel and the confusion of ton1c:ues were patched up out of the 
fable of the Aloidre in Homer's Odyssey; the story of the Hood, from Deucalion ; 
Paradise, from Alcinous's gardens; the burning of Sodom and Gomorrah, from 
the story of Phaeton; the folly of which objection Origen answerably demon­
strates by showing the far greater antiquity of those relations among the Jews, 
than of these or any other fables among the Greeks; and therefore the corruption 
of the tradition must be in them, and not in the Jews." Vid. Orig. cont. Ce/s. 
lib. iv. pp. 174, 179. 
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after all the animals in which all the departed souls from the 
beginning have taken up their lodgings. 

But instead of digressing, I think it of more consequence to 
establish this doctrine of the resurrection ; and we propose it as 
more agreeable to reason and the dignity of human nature to 
believe that man will be remade man, and every person after death 
himself again; so that the soul shall be habited with the same 
qualities it was invested with in its fohner union, though the man 
may receive some alteration in his figure. For certainly the reason 
of a resurrection is only in order to judgment; and therefore it is 
necessary that the bodies which have been instrumental to the 
actions should be the same bodies which are summoned from the 
grave to judgment, "that every one may receive the things done in 
his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
whether it be evil." 

The graves then shall repay the bodies at the day of judgment, 
because it is not conceivable perhaps how a mere soul should 
be passible without a union with matter, I mean the flesh; but 
especially because the divine justice will have souls suffer in 
the body they have sinned. But perhaps you will ask how the 
particles of a body dissolved to dust can be made to rally and 
reunite after such a dissolution? Reflect upon yourself, 0 man ! 
and in yourself you will find an answer. Consider what you were 
before you had existence-you were nothing at all ; for if you had 
been a man, you might have remembered something of it. As 
therefore you may be said to be nothing before you were in being, 
to just such a nothing will you return again when you cease to be. 
Why then cannot you be recalled from this second nothing, as you 
think it, by the same Almighty word which called you from your 
first? Where now is the wonderful difference in these two cases? 
You who were not are made to be, and when you shall not be 
again, God shall make you what you were. Be pleased now, if you 
can, to solve me the mode of your creation, and then demand the 
manner of your resurrection. And yet methinks you may easily 
conceive the possibility of restoring you to a former being, since 
you were with the same ease made something out of nothing. Is 
the power of that God to be disputed who raised this universe 
from nothing, from nothing as it were but the death of privation or 
pure void, and animated it with that spirit which is the universal 
life l And He has impressed upon this world for your conviction 
many testimonials of the human resurrection. For the light which 
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daily departs rises again with its primitive splendour; and darkness 
succeeds by equal turns; the stars which leave the world revive; 
the seasons, when they have finished their course, renew it again ; 
the fruits are consumed and bloom afresh; and that which we sow 
is not quickened except it die, and by that dissolution rises more 
fruitful Thus you see how all things are renewed by corruption, 
and reformed by dying. And you, 0 man ! did you but under­
stand the nobility of that title, and which you might have under­
stood even from Apollo's oracle, how could you imagine that man, 
the lord of all these dying and reviving things, should himself die 
for ever? In what place soever therefore the cord of life is broken, 
whatsoever element has your body in destroying, in abolishing, in 
annihilating, it shall deliver up the pledge, and return you whole ; 
for pure nothing is as much at the divine word as His whole 
creation. 

But then, say you, here will be nothing but dying and rising in 
endless succession. If the Sovereign of the world has ordered it 
thus, you must have taken your destined turns whether you would 
or no; but now He has established a resurrection once for all, as 
He has taught by His Word; that Word or Reason which composed 
the universe of various elements, and made it a consistent har­
monious system by ·a due temperament of opposite principles, of 
vacuum and matter, animate and inanimate, comprehensible and 
incomprehensible, light and darkness, life and death. The same 
Word who thus made and preserved the world has likewise so 
pointed and distinguished time, that the first period from the 
creation shall run out the determined stage of years, but the 
succeeding space on which all our thoughts are fixed is endless 
duration. But between these two there is an isthmus or middle 
term of time,1 and when this period is over, and the beauty of this 

1 Cum "go finis, al limes mttliw gui inltrlu'al adfutril, etc. "Dclween lhe 
conclusion of this world and the commencement of the world eternal !here is nn 
isthmus or middle term of time." By which he undoubtedly means the Chilinsm, 
or thousand years' reign upon earth ; for this he maintains in his bool<s al[ai11SI 
llf<Jrrion, lib. iii. cap. 23, p. 411. Now this is an error (if it be one) wherein 
Tt:rtullian stands not alone, but in the good company of Papias Dishop of 
1-lierapolis, lr.eneus Bishop of Lyons, Justin Martyr, Nepos, Apollinnris, 
\'iclorinus, Lactantius, and Severus Gallus, with many others. Hui lhen il is lo 
he remembered that this was an opinion they laid no stress upon, for J uslin 
Martyr confesses, and without any censure, that there were many sincere and 
devout Christians who did wt bold it, and many others also of the same mind 
with himself, and so leaves it as a matter indifferent. Vid. Dial. cum 1rypl,ones, 
pp. 3o6, 307, 369. This notion seems to be first set on foot by the foremcnlionccl 
Papias, a very good man but of no great reach, as Eust:l,ius remarks, Fed. 1/isl. 
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new world likewise had its season, which is but a goodly curtain 
between us and eternity, then all human kind shall be restored to 
life, to answer for their several works, whether they be good or evil ; 
and then consigned over to a state of immense perpetuity; and then 
death and resurrection shall be no more, but we shall be the same 
we now are, and the same for ever. The worshippers of God shall 
be clothed upon with a substance proper for everlasting duration, 
and fixed in a perpetual union with God ; but the profane and 
the hypocrite shall be doomed to a lake of everfl.owing fire, and 
fueled with incorruptibility from the divine indefectible nature of 
that flame which torments them. Philosophers are not unacquainted 
with the difference of secret and common fire; the fire which serves 
for the use of man is quite of another nature from that which 
ministers to the justice of God; whether it be that which shoots 
the thunderbolts from heaven, or that which belches from the 
bowels of mountains, for it burns without consuming, and repairs 
what it preys upon; the mountains therefore bum, and maintain 
themselves by burning, and the man who is blasted from heaven is 
insured from being burnt to ashes ; and this may be a testimony of 
the eternal fire, an emblem of those flames which are decreed to 
nourish the damned in torment. The mountains burn with per­
petual fire, and are mountains still; why, therefore, may not the 
wicked and the enemies of God bum like these? 

lib. iii. cap. 39, p. 112, who by not seeing into the mystical meaning of the 
apostle's discourses, ran presently away with it as an apostolical tradition ; just 
perhaps as we find from the misunderstanding of our Saviour's words to St. 
Peter : " If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou 
me. Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, that that disciple 
(namely John) should not die." Now from a doctrine so harmless in itself and 
consequences, according to the sense of the orthodox (though abused indeed by 
Corinthus and his followers), recommended by the venerable antiquity of an 
apostolical person, as Papias was, an opinion that has so much to be said for it 
from Scripture, from the Revelation especially, as appears by the learned Mr. 
Mede and others, and which we are freely left to believe or disbelieve at our 
discretion; is it not, I sa.y, very disingenuous as well as very trifling in Mr. 
Dai lie to argue from hence against the authority of the Fathers? As if their 
authority was the less valuable in matters of faith wherein they are all unanimous 
and pressing, and in matters of fact wherein they cannot be mistaken, because, 
forsooth, in some cases of tradition or reasoning it is possible they may be 
mistaken, and wherein they expressly declare that it is no maller of consequence 
if they are, 
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CHAPTER XLIX. 

THAT THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE OUGHT NOT TO BE PERSECUTED, 
BECAUSE THE WORLD CANNOT BE WELL WITHOUT IT. 

THESE things then are decried as groundless whimsy and capricious 
in us alone ; but in the philosophers and poets who stole them from 
us are deemed prodigious attainments, the brightest discoveries and 
noblest flights of human wit ; for the same things, they are the 
sages and we the simpletons ; they are laden with respect, and we 
with derision, and what is worse, with punishment. But allowing 
our tenets to be as false and groundless presumptions as you would 
have them, yet I must tell you that they are presumptions the world 
cannot be well without ; if they are follies, they are follies of great 
use, because the believers of them, who under the dread of eternal 
pain, and the hope of everlasting pleasure, are under the strongest 
obligations possible to become the best of men. It can never 
therefore be a politic expedient to cry down doctrines for false and 
foolish, which it is every man's interest to presume true ; it is upon 
no account advisable to condemn opinions so serviceable to the 
public. You, then, are the presumptuous and impertinent, and not 
we ; you who rashly adventure to pass sentence against principles 
so palpably conducing to general good; however, if you will upbraid 
our religion with folly and impertinence, yet certainly you can never 
charge it with mischief to any person breathing; you can at most 
but look upon it like abundance of other romances, which by the 
laws are not penal, and which, though vain and fabulous, are not 
criminal, but as hannless stories, without accusation or punishment, 
pass freely among you. For errors of such inoffensive nature at 
worst should only be condemned to ridicule, and not to fire and 
sword, gibbets and beasts; at which savage executions, not only the 
mob are transported with insolence and cruel satisfaction, but even 
some of you magistrates pride yourselves in the same barbarities, 
the better to recommend yourselves to the populace ; as if the 
whole of your power against us was not dependent upon our own 
will, and defeatable at pleasure. For instance, I am certainly a 
Christian because it is my will and pleasure so to be, then you 
shall condemn me, if I please to be condemned; and if yon could 
not condemn me if I would not persist in my religion, it is plain 
your power depends upon my will. In like manner, the people 
show as much folly as brutishness in rejoicing at the sufferings of 
Christians; for these sufferings which give them only a m:ili.,ious 
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pleasure, a pleasure they usurp without a title, feed the Christian 
sufferers with just and substantial comforts, who choose to be con­
demned rather than to fall from their affiance in God, and the 
expectations of the other world ; for would these people act conse­
quently who thus hate us, they ought rather to grieve than rejoice 
at our torments, because these torments put us in possession of our 
heart's desire. 

--o--

CHAPTER L. 

THE CHRISTIAN TRIUMPH, 

WHAT reason then, say you, have we Christians to complain of our 
sufferings, when we are so fond of persecution ; we ought rather to 
love those who persecute us so sweetly to our heart's content. It 
is true, indeed, we are not against suffering, when the Captain of our 
salvation calls us forth to suffer : but let me tell you, it is with us in 
our Ch,ristian warfare as it is with you in yours, we choose to suffer as 
you choose to fight ; 1 but no man chooses fighting for fighting sake, 
because he cannot engage without fear and hazard of life. Yet, 
nevertheless, when the brave soldier finds he must engage, he 
battles it with all his power, and if he comes off victorious is full of 
joy, though just before not without his complaints of a military life, 
because he has obtained his end, laden with glory, laden with spoil. 

Thus it is with Christians we enter into battle, when we are cited 
to your tribunals, there to combat for truth with the hazard of our 

1 Plane volumus pati, verum eo more quo et bellum miles, neino q11ippe libens 
patitur. "We choose to suffer as you choose to light, but no man chooses lighting 
for lighting's sake." Some of the blinder and perverser sort of heathens derided 
the primitive martyrs (as their passive followers since have been) for a sect or 
besotted, infatuated fellows, who did neither know nor reel what it was they 
underwent. llut our author tells them that the flesh and blood or Christians 
was like other folks, that they understood natural rights and liberties, had the 
same aversion to suffering, the same passion for preservation and pleasure that 
the heathens had ; and whereas they alone were the people who seeme,l to have 
forgot humanity, by their encluring the most exquisite torments not only with 
patience, but with joy ancl thanksgiving, yet this was far from the elfoct of any 
stoical apathy, hut purely the strength or their faith, which overcame the reluct­
ance of nature, the sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life, which 
enabled them lo despise the life present, and that light atlliction which is but for 
a moment, and which workelh for them a far more exceeding and etern:ll weight 
of glory. 
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life. To set up truth is our victory, and the victor's glory is to 
please his God, and the precious spoil of that victory is eternal life ; 
and this life we certainly win by dying for it, therefore we conquer 
when we are killed, and being killed are out of the reach of you 
and all other vexations for ever. 

Give us now what names you please from the instruments of 
cruelty you torture us by ; call us Sarmenticians and Semaxians, 
because you fasten us to trunks of trees, and stick us about with 
faggots to set us on fire; 1 yet let me tell you, when we are thus 
begirt and dressed about with fire, we are then in our most 
illustrious apparel. These are our victorious palms and robes of 
glory, and mounted upon our funeral pile we look upon ourselves 
in our triumphal chariot. No wonder then such passive heroes 
please not those they vanquish with such conquering sufferings; 
and therefore we pass for men of despair, and violently bent upon 
our own destruction. However, that which you are pleased to 
call madness and despair in us are the very actions which under 
virtue's standard lift up your sons of fame and glory, and emblazon 
them to future ages. Thus Mutius Screvola immortalized himself 

1 Hae Palmlda vulis, etc. This among the Romnns was the triumphnl robe, 
all over embroidered with palm branches in token of victory. A Christian then, 
says Tertullian, never thinks himself so line, never so illustrious as at the stake, 
with fire and faggot about him ; he then is in his triumphnl chariot going lo 
heaven in state. - Eusebius tells us it was a most chnrming sight to hehold the 
martyrs in prison, to see how their misery hccnme them, how they ndorned 
their fetters, and that they looked as captivating in chains ns a bride in nil her 
glories at the day of marriage. Vid. Eus. Iii.rt, Ecc. lib. v. cap. 1, p. 16o. So 
far were they from complaining of providence, that they blessed God 1he more 
for the honour of suffering, and gave thanks to their judges for condemning 
them ; so far from being n.sh:imed of their bonds, that they gloried in them, o.nd 
therefore we find that Dabylas the martyr ordered the chains he wore in prison 
to be buried with him. Vid. Chrys. /, da S, Bab. tom. i. p. 669. llere then 
we see D. Christian triumph, the tme spirit of the first ages, nor wnul,l I intcreose 
any cold criticisms on this last and most excellent chapter, that 111y rca,ler might 
not be interrupted, but go ofT with a full impression, with all the fire nnd 
devotion or the writer; for in the Bishop of Sarum's words, "I confess there is 
no piece of story I read with so much pleasure as the accounts that arc given of 
these martyrs, for methinks they lea.vc :i fervour upon my 111i11cl, which I meet 
with in no study, that of the Scriptures being only e,cq>tccl." I conclude nil 
with that admirable collect of our own Church upon the festival of St. Stephen, 
so exactly conformable to the primiti,·c spirit, "Grant, 0 Loni, that in all 0111 

sufferings here upon earth fur the testimony of Thy truth, we may sledfastly looh 
up lo heaven, an,I by faith behold the i.;lory that shall be revealed, and bein,: 
filled with the Holy Ghost, may learn lo love and bless our persecutors, by the 
example of Thy tir,t martyr St. Stephen, who prayed for his 11111rdcrcrs lo Thee, 
0 blessed Jesus, who standcth at the right hand of Goel to succour all those 
that suffer for The.,, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen, Amen." 
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by voluntarily sacrificing his right hand to the flames for mistaking 
the eneny. 0 exaltation of mind I Empedocles offered his whole 
self to the flames of JEtna near Catana; 0 vigour of soul ! the 
foundress of Carthage bequeathed herself to the fire, to avoid a 
second marriage ; 0 monument of chastity ! Regulus not willing 
to put his country to the expense of redeeming himself alone, with 
the liberty of many enemies, chose to go back and suffer all the 
torments they could inflict upon every part of his body; 0 brave 
Regulus, in captivity conqueror! Anaxarchus while the executioner 
was pounding him like barley in a mill; Pound on, pound on, says 
he, for you pound not Anaxarchus but his budget. 0 notable 
magnanimity of the philosopher, who had presence of mind enough 
to pun while he was pounding! I mention not those who seem to 
have contracted for praise at the price of cutting their own throats, 
or despatching themselves by some sweeter method ; for lo ! you 
crown as meritorious even a mere spiteful contention for degrees 
of torture : for a strumpet of Athens having quite tired out her 
executioner, at length, to her immortal honour, bit off her tongue, 
and spit it in the tyrant's face, that so she might put it out of her 
power to discover the conspirators shoµld the torments chance to 
get the better of her resolution. Zeno Eleates being demanded by 
Dionysius the use of philosophy, told him it was to raise men to a 
contempt of death, and by the tyrant's order was whipped to death 
for an experiment, and ratified his doctrine with his blood. The 
Lacedremonian method, of enuring their people to hardiness, is to 
put them into a course of scourging, and to double their discipline 
in the presence of any of their friends, who read the scholars a 
lecture of patience while they are under the lash; and every 
scholar carried home a quantity of honour, according to the 
quantity of blood he left behind him. 0 true glory, because of 
human st::imp and fashion! not one of all these contemners of 
death and cruelty in its several shapes have had their actions 
sullied with the imputation of despair and madness. A man shall 
suffer with honour for his country, for the empire, for a friend, 
what he is not tolerated to suffer for his God. Strange ! that you 
should look upon the patience of Christians as such an inglorious 
thing, and yet for the persons aforesaid cast statues, and adorn 
figures with inscriptions and magnificent titles, to p~rpetuate the 
memory of their actions to eternity, to such an eternity as monu­
ments can bestow; and by this means give them a kind of resurrection 
from the dead. On the contrary, he who expects a real resurrection, 
and in hopes of this suffers for the word of God, shall pass among 
you for a sot and a madman. 
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And now, 0 worshipful judges, go on with your show of justice, 
and, believe me, you will be juster and juster still in the opinion of 
the people, the oftener you make them a sacrifice of Christians. 
Crucify, torture, condemn, grind us all to powder if you can ; your 
injustice is an illustrious proof of our innocence, and for the proof 
of this it is that God permits us to suffer; and by your late 
condemnation of a Christian woman to the lust of a pander, rather 
than the rage of a lion, you notoriously confess that such a pollution 
is more abhorred by a Christian than all the torments and deaths 
you can heap upon her. But do your worst, and rack your 
inventions for tortures for Christians-it is all to no purpose ; you 
do but attract the world, and make it fall the more in love with 
our religion ; the more you mow us down, the thicker we rise ; the 
Christian blood you spill is like the seed you sow, it springs from 
the earth again, and fructifies the more. Many of your philosophers 
have set themselves to write the world into patience and a con­
tempt of death, as Cicero in his Tusculan questions, Seneca in his 
remedies against accidents, Diogenes, Pyrrhon, and Callinicus ; but 
their pompous glitter of words has not made the tithe of disciples 
that our lives have done. That which you reproach in us as 
stubbornness has been the most instructing mistress in proselyting 
the world; for who has not been struck at the sight of that you 
call stubbornness, and from thence pushed on to look into the 
reality and reason of it? And who ever looked well into our 
religion but came over to it? And who ever came over, but was 
ready to suffer for it, to purchase the favour of God, and obtain the 
pardon of all his sins, though at the price of his blood? for martyr­
dom is sure of mercy. For this reason it is that we th:rnk you for 
condemning us, because there is such a blessed cmu1ation and 
discord between the divine and human judgment, that when you 
condemn us upon earth, God absolves us in heaven. 



THE 

CONVERSATION OF THE 

EMPEROR MARCUS ANTONINUS: 

A DISCOURSE WITH HIMSELF. 

BOOK I. 

I. THE example of my grandfather Verus gave me the advantage 
of a candid a.od dispassionate temper. 

II. By the recollection of my father's character I learned to be 
both modest and manly. 

III. As for my mother, she taught me to have a regard for 
religion, to be generous and open-handed, and not only to forbear 
doing anybody an ill tum, but not so much as to endure the 
thought of it. By her likewise I was bred to a plain, inexpensive 
way of living, and very different from the common luxury and 
liberties of young people of my quality. 

IV. I am to ihank my great grandfather 1 for not running the 
risk of a public education, for providing me good masters at home, 
and making me sensible that I ought to return them a large and 
honourable acknowledgrnent 

V. From my governor I learned not to overvalue the diversions 
of the race-ground and amphitheatre, nor to dote upon the liveries 
and distinctions of jockeys and gladiators. He taught me also to 

I Catiuus Severns. 
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put my own hand to business on occasion, to endure hardship and 
fatigues, and to throw the necessities of nature into a little compass. 
That I ought not to meddle with other people's matters, nor be 
easy in giving credit to informers. 

VI. Diognetus gave me the hint not to keep quails for the pit,1 
or bestow my pains and inclination upon trifles. Not to be led 
away with the impostures of wizards and figure-flingers, who pretend 
they can discharge evil spirits, and do strange feats by the strength 
of a charm. This Diognetus helped me to the faculty of bearing 
freedom and plain dealing in others ; brought me to relish philo­
sophy, and apply myself to it; and procured me the instruction of 
those celebrated men, Bacchius, Tandacides, and Marcianus. He 
likewise put me upon improving myself, by writing dialogues when 
I was a boy; prevailed with me to prefer a couch covered with 
hides to a bed of state; and reconciled me to other resembling 
rigours of the Stoic discipline. 

VII. It was Rusticus 2 that first set me upon correcting my 
humour, and bringing it to a better state; who prevented me from 
running into the vanity of the sophists, either by writing pretendedly 
upon learning and life, haranguing upon moral subjects, or making 
a fantastical appearance of being mightily taken up with exercises, 
discipline, and business. This philosopher kept me from being 
smitten with the charms of rhetoric and poetry, from affecting the 
character of a man of pleasantry, or the dress and mien of a beau, 
or anything of this kind, which looks like conceit and affectation. 
He taught me to write letters in a plain, unornamented style, like 
that dated from Sinuessa to my mother. By his instructions I was 
persuaded to be easily reconciled to those who had misbehaved 
themselves and disobliged me. And of the same master I learned 
to read an author carefully; not to take up with a superficial view, 
or resign to every noisy impertinent, but to look through the 
argument, and go to the bottom of the matter. And to conclude 
with him, he proc~red me a copy of Epictetus's works. 

VIII. Apollonius 8 taught me to give my mind its due free?om, 
and disengage it from dependence upon chance; and furn1sh~d 
me with such precepts for steadiness and ballast, as not to float m 
uncertainties, or be at a loss about design or event; nor so much 

1 Quail-fighting amongst the ancients, like cock-fighting with us, 
2 A Stoic philosopher. 
3 Most probably a Stoic philosopher. 
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as to look towards anything uncountenanced by reason and truth. 
To maintain an equality of temper under trying circumstances, such 
as tedious sickness, acute pains, and loss of children. To give him 
his due, his practice was a handsome instance that a man may be 
master of his own behaviour, that he may be earnest and easy, force 
and unbend his humour as occasion requires. To go on with him. 
The heaviness and impertinence of his scholars could seldom throw 
him off the hooks. And as for his learning, and the peculiar 
happiness of his manner in teaching, he was so far from being 
smitten with himself upon this score, that one might easily perceive, 
he thought it one of the least things which belonged to him. This 
great man let me into the true secret of managing an obligation, 
without either lessening myself, or being ungrateful to my friend. 

IX. The philosopher Sextus recommended good humour to me, 
and to make nature and reason my rule to live by. He also gave 
me to understand that good usage and authority were not incon­
sistent, but that a family might be governed with the tenderness 
and concern of a parent. By his precedent I was instructed to 
appear with an unaffected gravity, to study the temper and circum­
stances of my friends, in order to oblige them ; to bear with the 
ignorant and unthinking; to be complaisant and obliging to all 
people, even up to the smoothness of flattery ; and yet at the same 
time not to suffer in one's quality, or grow a jot the cheaper for it. 
Conversing with this philosopher put me in a way how to draw up 
a true, intelligible, and methodical scheme for life and manners; 
and never so much as to show the least sign of anger, or any other 
disturbing thought; but to be perfectly calm and indifferent, yet 
not in the latitude of letting my fancy stand neuter, and be uncon­
cerned for the advantage of others. However, he let me see in 
himself that a man might show his goodwill significantly enotlgh, 
without noise and transport, and likewise be very knowing on this 
side vanity and ostentation. 

X. Alexander the grammarian taught me not to be ruggedly 
critical about words, nor fall foul upon people for improprieties of 
phrase or pronunciation ; but to set them right, by speaking the 
thing properly myself, and that either by way of answer, assent, 
or inquiry, or by some such other remote and gentlemanly cor­
rection. 

XI. Fronto, my rhetoric master, obliged me with the knowledge 
of men. For the purpose; that envy, tricking, ancl dissimulation 
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are the character and consequences of tyranny ; and that those we 
call top quality have commonly not much of nature in them. 

XII. Alexander the Platonist advised me, that without necessity 
I should never pretend not to be at leisure to assist a friend, nor 
make business an excuse to decline the offices of humanity. 

XIII. I learned of Catullus 1 not to slight a friend for making a 
remonstrance, though it should happen to be unreasonable, but 
rather to retrieve his temper, and make him easy. That, like 
Domitius and Athenodotus, I should never be backward to give an 
honourable character of thos'e who had the care of my education ; 
and that I should always preserve a hearty affection for my 
children; without any little jealousies of being supplanted or over­
topped by them. 

XIV. I am indebted to Severns for the due regard I have for 
my family and relations, and for keeping this inclination from 
growing too strong for justice and truth. He likewise made me 
acquainted with the character and sentiments of those celebrated 
patriots and philosophers, Cato, Brutus, Thraseas, Helvidius, and 
Dio; and gave !}le the idea of a commonwealth, in which the 
general interest was considered, without preference or partiality in 
the constitution; and also of a monarchy, where the liberty of the 
subject was principally regarded. To mention some more of my 
obligations to him. It was of him I learned not to grow wise by 
starts and broken fancies, but to be a constant admirer of philo­
sophy and improvements; that a man ought to be generous and 
obliging; hope the best of matters, and never question the affection 
of his friends; to be free in showing a reasonable dislike of 
anotoer, and no less clear in his own expectations and desires, and 
not to put his friends to the trouble of divining what he would 
be at. 

XV. The proficiency I made under Maximus 2 was to command 
myself, and not to be overborne with any impotency of passion or 
surprise; to be full of spirits under sickness and misfortune; to 
appear with modesty, obligingness, and dignity of behaviour; to 
turn off business smoothly as it rises, without drudging and com­
plaint. By observing the practice of this Maximus I came to 
understand a man might manage himself so as to satisfy the world, 

A Stoic philosopher, 
Another Stoic philosopher. 
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that there was nothing but truth, sincerity, and fair play in his words 
and actions ; attain that greatness of mind, as not to admire or 
start at anything. Neither to hurry an enterprize, nor sleep over 
it; never to be puzzled, dispirited, or lie grinning at a disgust or 
disappointment. His way was to be neither passionate nor over­
suspicious, forward to do a good turn and to forgive an ill one. 
In short, he seemed to be always in the possession of virtue, and 
to have nothing which stood in need of correction. And, which is 
very remarkable, nobody ever fancied they were slighted by him, 
or had the courage to think themselves his betters; and to conclude 
with him, another part of his philosophy was, not to be taken with 
raillery and jesting. 

XVI. In my father's 1 conversation and management I observed 
a smooth and inoffensive temper, with great steadiness in keeping 
close to measures judiciously taken ; a greatness proof against 
vanity, and the impressions of pomp and power. From him ::t 

prince might learn to love business and action, and be constantly at 
it; to be willing to hear out any proposals relating to public 
advantage; to overlook nobody's merit or misbehaviour; to 
understand the critical seasons, and circumstances for rigour or 
remissness; when it was proper to take up, and when to slacken 
the reins of gm·crnment; to have no he-sweethearts and boy­
favourites; not to stand upon points of state and prerogative, but 
to leave his nobility at perfect liberty in their visits and attend:rnce. 
And when he was upon his progress, no man lost his favour for not 
being at leisure to follow the court; to debate matters nicely and 
thoroughly at the council-board, and then to stand by what was 
resolved on; to be constant to a friend, without tiring or fond­
ness; to be always satisfied and cheerful; to reach forward into 
the future, and manage accordingly; not to neglect the least con­
cerns, but all without hurry or being embarrassed. Further, by 
observing his methods and administration, I had the opportunity oi 
learning how much it was the part of a prince to check the excesses 
ui panegyric and flattery; to have his magazines and exchequer 
well furnished; to be frugal in his favours and expenses, without 
minding being lampooned for his pains; not to worship the gods 
to superstition, nor to court the populace, either by prodigality or 
compliment, but rather to be reserved, vigilant, and well poised 
upon all occasions, keeping things in a steady decorum, without 
chopping and changing of measures; to enjoy the plenty and 

1 The Emperor Antoninus Pius, who adopted our author. 
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magnificence of a sovereign fortune, without pride or epicurism, 
and yet if a campaign or country happen to prove cross, not to be 
mortified at the loss of them ; and to behave himself so that no 
man could charge him with vanity, flourish, and pretendingness, 
with buffooning, or being a pedant ;-no, he was a person, modest, 
prudent, and well weighed, scorned flattery and fooling, and was 
thoroughly qualified both to govern himself and others. In a word, 
he had nothing of the sophist in him. And as for those that were 
philosophers in earnest, he had a great value for them, but without 
reproaching those who were otherwise. To go on with him, he 
was condescensive and familiar in conversation, and pleasant too, 
but not to tiresomeness and excess. His dress was neither beauish 
nor negligent. As for his health, he was not anxious about it, like 
one fond of living, and yet managed his constitution with that care 
as seldom to stand in need of the assistances of physic. Further, he 
never envied and browbeat those that were eminent in any faculty 
or science, either orators, historians, or others,' but, on the contrary, 
encouraged them in their way, and promoted their reputation. 
He observed decency and custom in all his actions, and yet did 
not seem to mind them. He was not fickle and fluttering in his 
humour, but constant both to place and undertaking. And I have 
seen him after violent fits of the headache return fresh and 
vigorous to business. He kept but few things to himself, and those 
were secrets of government. He was very moderate and frugal in 
public shows, triumphal arches, liberalities, and such like; being 
one that did not so much regard the popularity as the reason of an 
action. It was none of his custom to bathe at unusual hours, or to 
be overrun with the fancy of building, to study eating and luxury, 
to value the curiosity of his clothes, or the shape and person of his 
servants. Indeed, his dress at his country palaces was very ordinary 
and plain, where he would scarcely so much as put on a cloak with­
out making an excuse for it. To take him altogether, there was no­
thing of ruggedness, immodesty, or eagerness in his temper. Neither 
did he ever seem to drudge and sweat at the helm. Things were 
despatched at leisure, and without being felt, and yet the administra­
tion was carried on with great order, force, and uniformity. Upon 
the whole, part of Socrates's character is applicable to him, for he 
was so much master of himself, that he could either take or leave 
those conveniences of life with respect to which most people are 
either uneasy without them or intemperate with them. Now to 

1 This was then a considerable commendation, for in the reign of A,lrian an 
excellency of almost any kind was sometimes capital to the owner, Cassius 
Capitolinus. 
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hold on with fortitude in one condition, and sobriety in the other, 
is an argument of a great soul, and an impregnable virtue. And 
lastly, when his friend Maximus was sick, he gave me an instance 
how I ought to behave myself upon the like Qccasion. 

XVII. I am to thank the gods that my grandfathers, parents, 
sister, preceptors, relations, friends, and domestics were almost all 
of them persons of probity; and that I never happened to dis­
oblige or misbehave myself towards any of them ; notwithstanding, 
if my humour had been awakened, and pushed forward, I had been 
likely enough to have miscarried this way. But by the goodness of 
the gods, I met with no provocation to discover my infirmities. 
It is likewise their providence that my childhood was no longer 
managed by my grandfather's mistress ; 1 that my youth was un­
debauched, and that I barred my liberty for some time in standing 
clear from engagements with women; that I was observant of the 
emperor my father, and bred under him, who was the most proper 
person living to put me out of conceit with pride, and to convince 
me that authority may be supported without the ceremony of 
guards, without richness and distinction of habit, without torches,2 
statues, or such other marks of royalty and state ; and that a prince 
may shrink himself almost into the figure of a private gentleman, 
and yet act nevertheless with all the force and majesty of his 
character when the government requires it. It is the favour of the 
gods that I happened to meet with a brother,8 whose behaviour 
and affection is such as to contribute both to my pleasure and 
improvemenL It is also their blessing that my children were neither 
heavy in their heads, nor misshapen in their limbs; that I made 
no further advances in rhetoric, poetry, and such other amusements, 
which possibly might have engaged my fancy too far, had I found 
myself a considerable proficient; that without asking, I gave my 
governors chat share of honour, and that sort of business, which 
they seemed to desire, and did not put them off from time to time 
with promises and excuse; that I had the happiness of being 
acquainted with those celebrated philosophers, Apollonius, Rusticus, 
and Maximus ; for having .a clear idea of the rules of practice, and 
the true way of living, and the impression frequently refreshed, 
so that considering the extraordinary assistances and directions of 
the gods, it is impossible for me to miss the road of nature and 

1 Concubine. 
• To have torches or fire always carried before them was an honour peculiar Lo 

the Roman emperors and empresses. 
1 Lucius Verus, who wu adopted by the Emperor Antoninus Pius. 
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right reason, unless by refusing to be guided by the dictates and 
almost sensible inspirations of heaven. It is the favour of these 
superior beings that my constitution has held out so well, under a 
life of fatigue and husiness ; that I never had any infamous 
correspondence with Benedicta or Theodotus ; 1 and that after some 
amours and intemperate sallies, I took up, and recovered; that 
when I fell out with Rusticus, as it frequently happened, I was not 
transported into any act of violence; that I had the satisfaction of 
my mother's life and company a considerable while, though she was 
very near dying when she was young. To give more instances of 
their bounty ; it is they that kept me from standing in need of any 
man's fortune, and that when I was willing to relieve the necessities 
of others, I was never told that the exchequer, or privy-purse, were 
out of cash. And further, it is from them that my wife is so very 
obsequious and affectionate, and so remote from the fancy of 
figure and expense ; that I had choice of good governors for my 
children ; that remedies were prescribed me in a dream, against 
giddiness and spitting of blood, as I remember it happened both 
at Cajeta and Chrysa; 2 that when I had a mind to look into 
philosophy, I met neither with a pedant nor a knave to instruct me; 
that I did not spend too much time in voluminous reading, chop­
ping logic or natural philosophy. Now all these points could never 
have been compassed and guarded without a protection from above, 
and the gods presiding over fate and fortune. 

This was written in the country of the Quadi,5 in my expedition 
against them. 

--o--

BOOK II. 

I. REMEMBER to put yourself in mind every morning that before 
night it will be your luck to meet with some inquisitive impertinent, 
with some ungrateful and abusive fellow; wit~ some knavis~, 
envious, or unsociable churl or other. Now all this perverseness m 
them proceeds from their ignorance of good and evil. And since 
it is fallen to my share to understand the natural beauty of a good 

1 The one most probably a famous wench, and the other a court catamite. 
2 A town in Troas, D'Acier. 
3 In High Germany. 
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action, and the deformity of an ill one ; since I am satisfied the 
person disobliging is of kin to me, and though we are not just of 
the same flesh and blood, yet our minds are nearly related, being 
both extracted from the deity; since I am likewise convinced that 
no man can do me a real injury, because no man can force me to 
misbehave myself; for these reasons, I cannot find in my heart to 
hate or be angry with one of my own nature and family. For we 
are all made for mutual assistance, no less than the parts of the 
body are for the service of the whole; from whence it follows 
that clashing and opposition is perfectly unnatural. Now such an 
unfriendly disposition is implied in resentment and aversion. 

II. This being of mine, all that is of it, consists of body, breath, 
and that part which governs. Now would you examine your whole 
composition? Pray then let your library alone; what need you 
puzzle your thoughts and over-grasp yourself? To come to the 
inquiry. As for your carcase, value it no more than if you were 
just expiring, and taking leave of it. For what is it in comparison? 
Nothing but a little paltry blood and bones; a piece of network, 
wrought up with a company of nerves, veins, and arteries twisted 
together. In the next place, you are to examine what sort of thing 
your breath is. Why, only a little air sucked into your lungs, and 
pumped out again. The third part of your composition is your 
mind, which was made for government and authority. Now here 
make a stand ; consider you are an old man ; do not suffer this noble 
part of you under servitude any longer; let it not be overborne with 
selfish passions; let it not quarrel fate, be uneasy at the present, or 
afraid of the future. 

Ill. Providence shines clearly through the administration of the 
world. Even chance itself is not without steadiness and nature at 
the bottom, being only an effect of that chain of causes which are 
under a providential regulation; indeed, all things flow from this 
fountain. Besides, there is necessity and general convenience that 
matters should lie as they do; and to speak out, the interest of the 
whole world, of which you are a part, is concerned in it. Now, 
that which is both the product and support of universal nature 
must by consequence be serviceable to every part of it. But the 
world subsists upon alteration, and what it loses one way it gets 
another; for generation and corruption are no more than terms of 
reference and respect. Let these reflections satisfy you, and make 
them your rule to live by. As for books, never be over-cager about 
them; such a fondness for reading will be apt to perplex your 
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mind, and make you die unpleased. Be sure therefore to resign 
willingly, and go off in good humour, and heartily thank the gods 
for what you have had. 

IV. Remember how often you have postponed the minding your 
interest, and slipped those opportunities the gods have given you. 
It is now high time to consider what sort of world you are part of, 
and from what kind of governor of it you are descended; that you 
have a set period assigned you to act in, and unless you improve 
it, to brighten and compose your thoughts, it will quickly run off 
with you, and be lost beyond recovery. 

V. Take care always to pursue the business in hand with vigour 
and application; remember yourself a man, ahd a Roman; and let 
the action be done with all the dignity and advantage of circum­
stance. Let unaffecte<l gravity, humanity, freedom, and justice 
shine through it. And be sure you i entertain no fancies which may 
give check to these qualities. This talk is very practicable, if you 
will but suppose everything you are- upon your last; if your 
appetites and passions do not cross upon your reason ; if you stand 
clear of rashness, and do not complain of your destiny, and have 
nothing of insincerity and self-love to infect you. You see what a 
few points a man has to gain in order to a happy and godlike way 
of living; for he that comes thus far performs all which the 
immortal powers require of him. 

VI. In earnest, at this rate of management thou usest thyself 
very coarsely,1 neither hast thou much time left to do right to thy 
honour. For life hurries off apace; thine is almost up already, and 
yet instead of paying a due regard to thy own reason, thou hast 
placed thy happiness in the fancies of other men. 

VII. Do not let accidents disturb or outward objects engross 
your thoughts, but keep your mind quiet and unengaged, that you 
may be at leisure to learn somewhat that is good; and do not 
ramble from one thing to another. There is likewise another 
dangerous sort of roving to be avoided. For some people are 
busy, and yet do nothing; they fatigue and wear themselves out, 
and yet drive at no point, nor propose any general end of action or 
design. 

VIII. A man can rarely miscarry by being ignorant of another's 
1 See sect. 16. 
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thoughts; but he that does not attend to his own is certainly un­
happy. 

IX. The reflections following ought always to be at hand. To 
consider well the nature of the universe, and my own, together with 
the communication and reference betwixt them; and in what 
degree of proportion and quality I stand with respect to the whole; 
and that no mortal can hinder me from acting and speaking 
suitably to the condition of my being. 

X. Theophrastus, in comparing the degrees of faults (as we 
commonly speak), talks like a philosopher, where he affirms that 
those instances of misbehaviour which proceed from desire are 
greater than those of which anger was the occasion.1 For a man 
that is angry seems to quit his hold unwillingly, to be teazed out of 
his reason, and start out of rule before he is aware. But he that 
runs riot out of appetite an<l pleasure is swayed by a libertine 
principle, and appears a more scandalous offender. The philosopher 
therefore was certainly right in pronouncing upon the difference of 
the case; for the first looks like an injured person, and is vexed, 
and, as it were, forced into a passion, whereas the other begins with 
inclination, and commits the fault with a gust. 

XI. Manage all your actions and thoughts in such a manner as 
if you were just going to step into the grave. And what great 
matter is the business of dying ? If the gods are in being, you 
can suffer no harm. And if they are not, or take no care of us 
mortals, why then I must tell you that a world without either gods 
or providence is not worth a man's while to live in. But there is 
no need of this supposition ; the being of the gods, and their 
concern in human affairs, is beyond dispute. And as an instance 
of this they have put it in his power not to fall into any calamity 
properly so called.2 And if other misfortunes (as we count them) 
had been really evils, they would have provided against them too, 
and furnished them with capacity to avoid them. And here I would 
gladly know bow that which cannot make the man worse should 
make his life so? To speak clearly, I can never be persuaded that 
the first cause can be charged with the want of power, skill, or 
inclination to take care of these matters; or, that nature should 
commit such an error as to suffer things really good an<l evil to 

I This is said because the Stoics esteemed all sins equal. 
' The emperor meaoa that no man is under a necessity of committing an 

immoral action. 
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happen promiscuously to good and bad men. Now, living and 
dying, honour and infamy, pleasure and pain, riches and poverty, 
all these things are the common allotment of the virtuous and 
disorderly. Why so? Because they have nothing of intrinsic 
creditableness or scandal in their nature, and therefore, to speak 
properly, are neither good nor bad. 

XII. A man's reason will easily convince him how quickly all 
corporeal things moulder off, and vanish both in appearance and 
memory, and are neither so much as seen or talked of. The same 
faculty will inform him of the quality and size of the objects of 
sense, particularly those which charm us with pleasure, frighten us 
with pain, or are most admired upon the score of reputation. A 
little thinking will show a man how insignificant, despicable, and 
paltry these things are, and how soon they wither and go off. It 
will show one what sort of bulk those people are of, upon whose 
fancy and good word the being of fame depends. Thus a man may 
examine the point of dying, which if once abstracted from the pomp 
and terror of the idea it will be found nothing more than a pure 
natural action. Now he that dreads the course of nature is a child. 
Besides, there is general advantage in the case.1 Lastly, we should 
consider how nigh we are related to the deity, and in what part of 
our being, and what becomes of that honourable side when the 
composition is broken. 

XIII. Nothing can be more unhappy than the curiosity of that 
man that ranges everywhere, and digs into the earth for discovery; 
that is wonderfully busy to force a passage into other people's 
thoughts, and dive into their bosom, but does not consider that 
his own mind is large enough for inquiry and entertainment, and 
that the care and improvement of himself will afford him sufficient 
business. And how is all this to be done? Why, by being neither 
passionate nor heedless, nor yet displeased upon any account either 
with the gods or men. For as for the gods, their administration 
ought to be revered upon the score of excellency and station. 
And as for men, their actions should be well taken for the sake ot 
common kindred; besides, they are often to be pitied for their 
ignorance of good and evil; which incapacity of discerning_between 
moral qualities is a greater misfortune than that of a blmd man 
who cannot distinguish between white and black. 

XIV. Suppose you were to live three thousand, or, if you please, 
1 See sect. 3. 
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three millions of years, yet you are to remember that no man can 
lose any other life than that which he lives by, neither is he 
possessed of any other than that which he loses; from whence it 
follows that the longest life, as we commonly speak, and the 
shortest, come all to the same reckoning. The proof lies thus : 
the present is of the same duration everywhere, and of the same 
extent to all people; everybody's loss therefore is of the same 
bigness, and reaches no further than to a point of time. For, to 
speak strictly, no man is capable of losing either the past or the 
future ; for how can any one be deprived of what he has not ? So 
that, under this consideration there are two notions worth the 
laying up. One is, that a little while is enough to view the world 
in, for things are repeated, and come over again apace. Nature 
treads in a circle, and has much the same face through the whole 
course of eternity; and therefore it signifies not a farthing whether 
a man stands gazing here a hundred or a hundred thousand 
years; for all that he gets by it is only to see the same sights so 
much the oftener. The other hint is, that when the longest and 
shortest lived persons come to die, their loss is equal; for, as I 
observe, the present is their all, and they can suffer no further. 

XV. Monimus, the cynic philosopher, used to say that all 
things were but mere fancy and opinion; pretending there was no 
infallible rule for the test of truth and certainty. Now this rallying 
expression may undoubtedly prove serviceable, provided one does 
not turn sceptic and carry it too far. 

XVI. There are several ways of behaviour by which a man may 
sink his quality, use his person very scurvily, and it is possible 
without being aware of it. And this in the first place is more 
remarkably done by murmuring at anything which happens. Dy 
doing thus he makes himself a sort of an excrescence of the world, 
breaks off from the constitution of nature, and instead of a limb 
becomes an ulcer. Again, he falls under the same misfortune who 
hates any person, or crosses upon him, with an intention of mischief; 
which is the case of the angry and revengeful. Thirdly, a man 
lessens and affronts himst:lf when he is overcome by pleasure or 
pain; fourthly, when he makes use of art, tricking, and falsehood 
in word or action; fifthly, when he does not know what he would 
be at in a business, but runs on without thought or design-whereas 
even the least undertaking ought to be aimed at some end. Now 
the end of rational beings is to be governed uy the laws of nature 
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and the interest of the universe; for these two are both the oldest 
and the best rules we can go by. 

XVII. The extent of human life is but a point; matter is in a 
perpetual flux ; the faculties of sense and perception are weak 
and unpenetrating; the body slenderly put together, and but a 
remove from putrefaction; the soul a rambling sort of a thing. 
Fortune and futurity are not to be guessed at; and fame does not 
always stand upon desert and judgment In a word, that which 
belongs to the body streams off like a river, and what the soul has 
is but dream and bubble; life, to take it rightly, is no other than 
a campaign or course of travels; and posthumous fame has little 
more in it than silence and obscurity.1 What is it then that will 
stick by a man and prove significant? Why, nothing but wisdom 
and philosophy. Now the functions of this quality consist in 
keeping the mind from injury and disgrace, superior to pleasure 
and pain, free from starts and rambling, without any varnish of 
dissembling and knavery, and as to happiness, independent of the 
motions of another. Further, philosophy brings the mind to take 
things as they fall, and acquiesce in the distributions of Providence, 
inasmuch as all events proceed from the same cause with itself; 
and above all to have an easy prospect of death, as being nothing 
more than dissolving the composition and taking the elements to 
pieces. Now if the elements themselves are never the worse for 
running off into one another, what if they should all unclasp and 
change their figure? Why should any man be concerned at the 
consequence? All this is but nature's method; now nature never 
does any mischief. 

Written at Carnantum,2 a town of Pannonia, or Hungary. 

--o--

BOOK III. 

I. WE ought not only to remember that life is perpe!ually wea~ing 
off and in a literal consumption, but also to consider that 1f a 
m~n's line should happen to be longer than ordinary, yet it is 
uncertain whether his mind will keep pace with his years, and 
afford him sense enough for business and speculation, and to look 

l Sec Ilook iii, secl, 10, llook iv. sect, 35. 1 Supposed to be P1esburg. 
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into the nature, reasons, and references of things both human and 
divine ; for if the understanding falls off, and the man begins to 
dote, what does he signify? It is true the mere animal life may 
go on, he may breathe and nourish, and be furnished with percep­
tion and appetite; but to make any proper use of himself; to work 
his notions to any clearness and consistency; to state duty and 
circumstance and practice to decency and exactness; to know 
whether it is time for him to walk out of the world or not,1-as to 
all these noble functions of reason and judgment, the man is 
perfectly dead already. It concerns us therefore to push forward 
and make the most of our matters, for death is continually 
advancing; and besides that, our understanding sometimes dies 
before us, and then the true purposes and significancy of life are 
at an end 

II. It is worth one's while to observe that the least design and 
almost unbespoken effects of nature are not without their beauty. 
Thus, to use a similitude, there are cracks and little breaks on the 
surface of a loaf, which, though never intended by the baker, have 
a sort of agreeableness in them which invite the appetite. Thus 
figs, when they are most ripe, open and gape; and olives, when 
they fall of themselves and are near decaying, are particularly 
pretty to look at. To go on ; the bending of an ear of corn, the 
brow of a lion, the foam of a boar, and many other things, if you 
take them singly, are far enough from being handsome, but when 
they are looked on as parts of somewhat else, and considered with 
reference and connection, are both ornamental and affecting. Thus, 
if a man has but inclination and thought enough to examine the 
product of the universe, he will find the most unpromising appear­
ances not unaccountable, and that the more remote appendages 
have somewhat to recommend them. One thus prepared will 
perceive the beauty of life as well as that of imitation, and be no 
less pleased to see a tiger grin in the tower than in a painter's 
shop. Such a one will find something agreeable in the decays of 
age as well as in the blossom of youth. I grant many of these 
things would not charm us at the first blush; to pronounce rightly, 
a man must be well affected in the case, and thoroughly acquainted 
with the methods and harmony of nature. 

Ill. Hippocrates, who cured so many diseases, was not able to 
recover himself; the Chald::cans, who foretold other people's death, 
at last met with their own. Alexander, Pompey, and Julius Cesar, 

1 The Stoics allowed selr-mur<ier. 
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who had destroyed so many towns, and cut off so many thousands 
in the field, were forced at last to march off themselves. Heraclitus, 
who argued so much about the world's being set on fire, perished 
himself by a counter element, and was drowned in a dropsy. 
Democritus was eaten up with lice,1 and Socrates was despatched 
by another sort of vermin. 2 And what are these instances for? 
Why, to show what we must all come to. Look you, you are got 
abroad, you have made your voyage and your port; debark then 
without any more ado; if you happen to land upon another world, 
there will be gods enough to take care of you; but if it be your 
fortune to drop into nothing, why then your virtue will be no more 
solicited with pleasure and pain ; then you will have done drudging 
for your carcase. Whereas as matters go now, the best moiety of 
you has sometimes the worst office ; for, if I mistake not, the one is 
all soul and spirit, whereas the other is but dirt and putrefaction. 

IV. For the tuture, do not spend your thoughts upon other 
people, unless you are put upon it by common interest. For the 
prying into foreign business, that is, musing upon the talk, fancies, 
and contrivances of another, and guessing at the what and why 
of his actions, all this does but make a man forget himself and 
ramble from his own reason. He ought therefore not to work his 

. mind to no purpose, nor throw a superfluous link into the chain 
of thought, and more especially to stand clear of curiosity and 
malice in his inquiry. And to come home and make all sure, 
let it be your way to think upon nothing but what you could freely 
discover, if the question was put to you; so that if your soul was 
thus laid open there would nothing appear but what was sincere, 
good-natured, and public-spirited; not so much as one libertine or 
luxurious fancy, nothing of litigiousness, envy, or unreasonable 
suspicion, or anything else which would not bear the light without 
blushing. A man thus qualified may be allowed the first rank 
among mortals ; he is a sort of priest and minister of the gods, 
and makes a right use of the deity within him ; 3 by the assistance 
of which he is preserved uninfected with pleasure, invulnerable 
against pain ; out of the reach of injury, and above the malice of 
ill people. Thus he wrestles for the noblest prize,4 stands firm on 
the most slippery ground, and keeps his feet against all his passions ; 
to go on with him, his honesty is right sterling, and touches as 

1 In this story about Democritus the emperor seems to be singular. 
2 The informers Anytus and Melitus. 
3 So the emperor calls the soul or reasoning faculty. 
1 An allusion to the diversions and wrestling in the circus. 
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well as it looks; he always resigns to Providence, and meets his 
fate with pleasure ; he never minds other people's thoughts or 
actions, unless public reason and general good require it. No; he 
confines himself to his own business, and contemplates upon his 
post and station, and endeavours to do the first as it should be, 
and believe well of the latter,-! say of the latter, for fate is both 
inevitable and convenient. He considers that all rational beings 
are of kin, and that general kindness and concern for the whole 
world is no more than a piece of humanity; that every one's good 
opinion is not worth the gaining, but only of those who live up to 
the dignity of their nature. As for others, he knows their way of 
living, and their company; their public and their private disorders; 
and why indeed should he value the commendation of such people, 
who are so vitious and fantastical as not to be able to please 
themselves? 

V. Be not haled, selfish, unadvise'd, or passionate in anything 
you do; do not affect quaintness and points of wit; neither talk 
nor meddle more than is necessary. Take care that your tutelar 
genius 1 has a creditable charge to preside over; that you appear 
in the character of your sex and age; act like a Roman emperor 
that loves his country; and be always in a readiness to quit the 
field 2 at the first sounding of the retreat. In the meantime manage 
your credit so that you need neither swear yourself nor want a 
voucher. Let your air be cheerful; depend not upon foreign 
supports, nor beg your happiness of another. And, in a word, 
ne:ver throw away your legs to stand upon crutches. 

VI. If in the whole compass of human life you find anything 
preferable to justice and truth, to temperance and fortitude ; to a 
mind self-satisfied with its own rational conduct, and entirely 
resigned to fate,-if, I say, you know anything better than this, 
never baulk your fancy, count it your supreme happiness, and make 
the most of it you can. But if there is nothing more valuable than 
that the genius and spirit within you 8 should be absolute in its 
reason, master of its appetites, inquire nicely into the quality of an 
object. If there is nothing more to he wished than that, with 
Socrates, it should stand off from the impressions of sense; submit 
to the government of the gods, and be helpful and benevolent to 
mankind. If all things are trifles with respect to this, do not divide 

1 The mind, or powers of reason. 
• To <lie. " The soul. 

F 



162 Conversation of Emperor Marcus Antoninus: 

your inclinations, misplace your thoughts, and weaken your satis­
faction, by any foreign pursuits ; rational choice and benevolent 
design should never be checked. But if you are for trying tricks, 
and compounding the matter; if popularity and power, if wealth and 
pleasure once strike your fancy, you are gone; these new favourites 
will govern your motions, and ride you at discretion. Let your 
choice therefore run all one way, and be bold and resolute for that 
which is best. Now use and significancy is the proper test of this 
quality; so that the question will be whether a thing is serviceable 
to your rational capacity ; if so, close with the offer; but if it is no 
more than a sensual advantage, hold your hand; and that you may 
distinguish rightly, keep your judgment unbiassed, and do not let it 
stick in the outside of matters. 

VII. Do not be fond of any thing, or think that for your interest 
which makes you break your word, quit your modesty, be of a 
dissembling, suspicious, or outrageous humour; which puts you 
upon hating any person, and inclines you to any practice which 
would not bear the light and look the world in the face. For he that 
values the virtue of his mind, and the dignity of his reason before 
all other things, is easy and well fortified, and has nothing for a 
tragedy to work on ; he laments under no misfortune, and wants 
neither solitude nor company ; and, which is still more, he neither 
flies death nor pursues it, but is perfectly indifferent about the 
length and shortness of his life. And if he was to expire this 
moment, the want of warning would not surprise him ; he would 
never struggle for more time, but go off with decency and honour. 
Indeed, he is solicitous about nothing but his own conduct, and 
for fear he should fail in the functions of reason, prudence, and 
generosity. 

VIII. If you examine a man that has been well disciplined by 
philosophy, you will find nothing that is unsound, foul, or false in ~im; 
nothing that is servile, foppish, or fond; no selfish, no obnoxious 
and absconding practices. To give him his d1;1e, his business is 
always done • his life may be short, but never imperfect ; so that 
nobody can ;ay he goes off the stage before the play is quite acted. 

IX. The happiness of your life depends upon the quality of your 
thoughts, therefore guard accordingly ; and take care that you 
entertain no notions unsuitable to virtue and reasonable nature. 
Now in order to this, you must be wary in your assent, obedient to 
the gods, and benevolent to mankind. 
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X. As for other speculations, throw them all out of your head, 
excepting those few precepts above mentioned; remembering withal 
that every man's life lies all within the present ; for the past is spent 
and done with, and the future is uncertain. Now the present, if 
strictly examined, is but a point of time. Well, then, life moves in 
a very narrow compass; yes, and men live in a poor comer of the 
world too ; and the most lasting fame will stretch but to a sorry 
extent. The passage of it is uneven and craggy, and therefore it 
cannot run far. The frequent breaks of succession drop it in the 
conveyance ; for alas ! poor transitory mortals know little either 
of themselves or of those who were long before them. 

XI. To the foregoing hints you may add this which follows. 
And that is to survey and define every object and thought extra­
ordinary; and that with such penetration as to dissect it throughout, 
pull off its mask and fucus, and view it in its naked essence; to call 
the whole and the parts by their true names ; and be truly informed 
of their force and nature, both single and in composition. For 
nothing is so likely to raise the mind to a pitch of greatness as to 
bring accidents, persons, and pretensions to a true test. For 
instance, to be ready to tell oneself, to what sort of purpose this 
thing serves, and what sort of world it is which makes use of it ; 
what proportion of value it bears to the universe, and what to men 
in particular; to men, I s.,y, who are citizens of that great Capitol, 1 

in respect of which all other towns are no more than single families. 
To return : my business is to examine nicely into the present object; 
to know what it is made on, and how long it will last ; what virtue 
it requires of me, and gives occasion to; whether fortitude or truth, 
good nature or goocl faith, simplicity, frugality, and so forth. Upon 
every impression and accident, a man should be ready to pronounce, 
-this was sent me by heaven; this is a consequence of destiny ; this 
comes from chance, overruled by Providence; and this other was 
done by one of the same clan, family,2 and corporation with myself. 
It is true, I do not like the usage, but the man was a stranger to the 
relation he stood in, and knew no better. But I am under none ol 
this mistake, and therefore I will be just and friendly to him, and 
treat him by the laws of common society ; for why should any man 
forfeit for his ignorance, and lose a natural right? However, as to 
things indifferent,s I shall take care to look into them too, and rate 
them according to their respective value. 

1 The world. ~ Sec Book ii. sect. r. 
8 The Stoics reckoned nll thing- indifferent, excepting hones1y nnd virtue 
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XII. If you will be governed by reason, and manage what lies 
before you with industry, vigour, and temper ; if you will not run 
out after new game, but keep your mind stanch and well disciplined, 
as if this trial of behaviour was your last; and then, if you will but 
stick to your measures, and be true to the best of yourself, and keep 
your fears and desires from going further ; if living up to your 
nature, minding an opportunity, and standing boldly by the truth; 
-if these things, I say, will satisfy you, you may be a happy man. 
Now, if you are but willing, the world cannot hinder you from doing 
all this. 

XIII. As your surgeons have their instruments ready for sudden 
occasions, so be you always furnished with rules and principles, to 
let you into the knowledge and extent of things human and divine ; 
for these two have their reference and connexion with each other. 
The consequence is that your whole practice ought to turn upon 
this supposition ; for without looking into the nature and adminis­
tration of the gods, you will fail in your behaviour towards men ; 
and thus the reasoning holds backward to the other side of the 
argument. 

XIV. Do not go too far in your books, and overgrasp yourself. 
Alas! you have no time left to peruse your diary,1 to read over the 
Greek and Roman history, or so much as your own common-place 
book, which you collected to serve you when you were old. Corne, 
do not flatter and deceive yourself; look to the main chance, to the 
end and design of reading, and mind life more than notion. I say, 
if you have a kindness for your person, drive at the practice, and 
help yourself, for that is in your own power. 

XV. Many people do not know the true compass and extent of 
lan"uage. For instance, they are not aware in how many senses 
the° words, to steal, to buy, to sow, to be at quiet, may be taken, 
nor how much meaning the duties of life carry in them. These 
actions arc commonly either straitened in the notion, or misapplied 
in the end. To say no more of it, he that would view this matter 
rightly must think a little, and look inward. 

XVI. There are three things which belong to a man-the body, 
the soul, and the mind. And as to the properties of the division, 2 

sensation belongs to the body, appetite to t~e soul, and reason to 

1 D"A<:ier. 
:I The emperor makes a distinction between the soul and the mind, or spirit. 
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the mind. •To have the senses affected, and be stamped with the 
impression of an object is common to brutes and cattle. To be 
hurried and comulsed with passion is the quality of beasts of prey • 
and men of pleasure ; of libertines and tyrants ; 1 of atheists and 
traitors; and of those who do not care what they do when nobody 
sees them. And since these qualities are both coarse and common, 
let us find out the mark of a man of probity. His distinction then 
lies in keeping reason at the head of practice, and being easy in his 
condition; to live in a crowd of objects without suffering either in 
his sense, his virtue, or his quiet; to have a good understanding at 
home, and be governed by that divine principle within him; to be 
all truth in his words, and justice in his actions. And if the whole 
world should disbelieve his integrity, dispute his character, and 
question his happiness, he would neither take it ill in the least, nor 
alter his measures, but pursue the ends of living with all the 
honesty, ease, and resignation imaginable. 

-
BOOK IV. 

I. WHEN the mind acts up to nature, and is rightly disposed, she takes 
things as they come, stands loose in her fancy, and tacks about with 
her circumstances. As for fixing the condition of her fortune, she is 
not at all solicitous about that. It is true, she is not perfectly in­
different, she moves forward with a preference in her choice; but 
then it is always with a reserve of acquiescence, and being easy in 
the event. And if anything comes cross, she falls to work upon it, 
and, like fire, converts it into fuel. For, as this element, when it is 
weak, is easily put out, but when once well kindled it seizes upon 
what lies next, subdues it into its own nature, and increases by 
resistance. 

II. Let every action tend to some point, and be perfect 111 its 
kind. 

III. It is the custom of people to go to unfrequented places 
and country seats for retirement ; and this has been your method 
formerly. But, after all, this is but a vulgar fancy ; for it is in your 
power to withdraw into yourself whenever you have a mind to it. 

1 The Greek mentions Phalari., and Nero. 
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Now, one's own breast is a place the most free from crowd and 
noise in the world, if a man's retrospections are easy, his thoughts 
entertaining, and his mind well in order. Your way is therefore to 
make frequent use of this retirement, and refresh your virtue in it. 
And to this end be always provided with a few short, uncontested 
notions, to keep your understanding true, and make you easy in 
your business. For instance, what is it that troubles you? Is it 
the wickedness of the world, and the ill-usage you meet with? If 
this be your case, out with your antidote, and consider that mankind 
were made for mutual advantage; that forbearance is one part of 
justice, and that people misbehave themselves against their will. 1 

Consider likewise how many men have embroiled themselves, and 
spent their days in disputes and animosities; and what did they get 
by it? Why, they had more trouble, and it may be less of life than 
they would have had. Be quiet, then, and do not disturb yourself 
to no purpose. But it may be the government of the world does 
not please you; take out the other notion, and argue thus. Either 
Providence or chance sits at the helm ; if the first, the administration 
cannot be questioned; if the latter, there is no mending of it. Besides, 
you may remember that the world is, as it were, one great city and 
corporation. But possibly the ill state of your health afflicts you ; 
pray reflect, your soul does not lie in your lungs, nor your reason in 
your breath, so that if you are somewhat asthmatic or out of order, 
it is no such great matter. No, not if your mind will retire and 
take a view of her own privilege an<l power, and when she has done 
this, recollect her philosophy about pleasure and pain, and to which 
she has formerly assented. Well! it may be the concern of fame 
sits hard upon you. If you are pinched here, consider how quickly 
all things vanish and are forgotten ; what an immense chaos there 
stands, what an extent of darkness and confusion on either side of 
eternity.2 Applause I consider the emptiness of the sound, the 
precarious tenure, the little judgment of those that give it u~, and 
the narrow compass it is confined to. For the whole globe 1s _b~t 
a point; and of this little, how little is inhabited? And where 1t 1s 

peopled, you will have no reason to brag either of the number _or 
quality of your admirers. Upon the whole, do not forget to retire 
into the seat of your reason ; and above all things, let there be no 
haling nor struggling in the case, but move fre~lr a~d gracefully, 
and manage matters like a man of sense and spmt, like a burgher 
of the whole world, and like a creature that must die shortly. And 
among the rest of your stock, let these two maxims be always ready-

1 See Book viii. sect. 14, where the emperor i::ives his reasons for this parado:r, 
2 Of eternity past, nnd eternity to come, 
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first, that it is not things, but thoughts, which give disturbance; for 
things keep their distance, and tease nobody, until fancy raises the 
spleen and grows untoward. The second I is, to consider that the 
scene is just shifting and sliding off into nothing, and that you 
yourself have seen abundance of great alterations. In a word, 
generally speaking, the world is all revolution and conduct, little 
better than fancy.2 

IV. If the faculty of understanding lies in common amongst us 
all, then reason, the effect of it, must be common too,-that reason, 
I say, which governs practice by commands and prohibitions. 
From whence we may conclude that mankind are under one 
common regulation; and if under one common law, they must be 
fellow-citizens, and belong to the same body politic. From whence 
it will follow that the whole world is upon the matter but one 
commonwealth; for certainly there is no other society in which 
mankind can be incorporated. Now this common fund of under­
standing, reason, and law, is a commodity of this same country, or 
which way do mortals light on it? For as the four distinctions in 
my body belong to some general head and species of matter; for 
instance, the earthy part in me comes from the division ot earth ; 
the watery belongs to another element ; the airy particles Row from 
a third spring, and those of fire from one distinct from all the 
former. For, by the way, nothing can no more produce something, 
than something can sink into nothing. And thus in proportion to 
the reasoning upon my constitution, our understanding must have 
a cause, and proceed from some quarter or other. 

V. Death nnd gene.ration are both mysteries of nature, and some­
what resemble each other; for the first does but untwist those 
elements the !alter had wrought together. Now, there is nothing 
that a man needs be ashamed of in all this; nothing but what his 
reason may digest, and what results from his make and constitution. 

VI. Practices and humours are generally of a piece ; such usage 
from such sort uf men is in a manner necessary. To be surprised 
at it, is in effect to wonder at the cager quality of vincf(ar.'1 Pray 
consider that both you and your enemy are dropping off, and that 
ere long your very memories will be extinguished. 

1 See Book v. sect. 19, Book viii. sect. 47 1 and alib. 
~ See Book ii. 'sect. 15. 
'It is probable the emperor made this reflection upon receiving some grcnt 

injury. 
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VII. Do not suppose you are hurt, and your complaint ceases, 
and then no damages will be done. 

VIII. That which does not make a man worse, does not make 
him live worse ; and by consequence he has no harm by it either 
one way or the other. 

IX. Nature was obliged to act in this manner for her own con­
venience. 

X. Take notice that all events 1 turn upon merit and congruity; 
which, if you observe nicely, you will not only perceive a con­
nection between causes and effects, but a sovereign distribution of 
justice, which presides in the administration and gives everything its 
due. Go on with this remark, and let all your actions answer the 
character of a good man, I mean a good man in the strictness and 
notion of philosophy. 

XL If a man affronts you, do not go into his opinion, or think 
just as he would have you. No; look upon things as reality 
presents them, and form your judgment accordingly. 

XII. Be always provided with principles for the following 
purposes : First, to engage in nothing but what reason dictates, 
what the sovereign and legislative part of you shall suggest for the 
interest of mankind. Secondly, to be disposed to quit your 
opinion and alter your measures when a friend shall give you good 
grounds for so doing. But then the reasons of changing your mind 
ought to be drawn from the considerations of justice, public good, 
or some such generous motive ; and not because it pleases your 
fancy or promotes your reputation. 

XIII. Have you any sense in your head? Yes. Why do 
you not make use of it, then? For if this faculty docs but do its 
part, I cannot see what more you need wish for. 

XIV. At present your nature is distinguished a?d stands apart ; 
but ere long you will vanish into the whole. Or, 1f you please, you 
will be returned into that active and prolific reason which gave 
you your being. 2 

1 That is, which proceed from the first cause. . . 
• The Stoics supposed the soul a part of the deity, nn<l that 1t was absorbed 

in him after death. 
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XV. When frankincense is thrown upon the altar, one grain 
usually falls before another ; but then the distance of time is 
insignificant. I 

XVI. The seeming singularities of reason quickly wear oft Do 
but stick close to the principles of wisdom, and those who take 
you now for a monkey, or a madman, will make a god of you in a 
week's time. 

XVII. Do not manage as if you had ten thousand years to throw 
away. Look you, death stands at your elbow; make the most of 
your minute, and be good for something while it is in your power. 

XVIII. What a great deal of time and ease that man gains who 
is not troubled with the spirit of curiosity; who lets his neighbour's 
thoughts and behaviour alone, confines his inspections to himself, 
and takes care of the points of honesty and conscience. Truly, as 
Agatho observes, this malicious trifling humour ought to be checked. 
In a word, we must keep to our own business, for rambling and 
impertinence is not to be endured. 

XIX. He that is so very solicitous about being talked of when 
he is dead, and makes his memory his inclination, does not consider 
that all his admirers will quickly be gone; that his fame will grow 
less in the next generation, and flag upon the course; and, like a 
ball that is handed from one to another, it will be dropped at last. 
But, granting your monuments and your men immortal, what is their 
panegyric to you when you are dead, and know nothing of the 
matter? And if you were living, what would commendation 
signify, unless for the convenience of imitation? To conclude, if 
you depend thus servilely upon the good word of other people, you 
will act below your nature, and neglect the improvement of yourself. 

XX. Whatever is good has that quality from itself; it is finished 
by its own nature, and commendation is no part of it. Why, then, 
a thing is neither better nor worse for being praised. This holds 
concerning things which are called good in the common way of 
speaking as the products of nature and art; what do you think, then, 
of that which deserves this character in the strictest propriety? I )o 
you imagine it wants anything foreign to complete the idea? What 
is your opinion of truth, good nature, and sobriety? Do any of 

1 This thought is to show that the difference between a long ancl short life, as 
we call it, is incon•iderahle with respect to eternity. 
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these virtues stand in need of a good word? or are they the worse 
for a bad one ? I hope a diamond will shine never the less for a 
man's being silent about the worth of it; neither is there any 
necessity of flourishing upon a piece of gold to preserve the intrinsic 
of the metal. 

XXI. If human souls have a being after death, which way has 
the air made room for them from all eternity? Pray how has the 
earth been capacious enough to receive all the bodies buried in it? 
The resolution of this latter question will satisfy the former. For 
as a corpse after some continuance turns into dust, and makes way 
for another, so when a man dies, and the spirit is let loose into the 
air, it holds out for some time, after which it wears off and drops 
in pieces. And when things come to this pass, it is either renewed 
and lighted up into another soul,1 or else absorbed into that of the 
universe; and thus they make room for succession. And this may 
serve for an answer upon the supposition of the soul's surviving the 
body. Besides, we are not only to consider the vast number of 
bodies disposed of in the manner above mentioned, but what an 
infinite number are every day devoured by mankind and other living 
creatures, and as it were buried in their stomachs; and yet by the 
transmutation of the food into blood and humours, and by the con­
veyance of perspiration, there is stowage enough. And now, which 
way can a man take a prospect of the truth, and trace the history 
of nature? Why, in order to this you must divide the thing in 
question into matter and form. 2 

XXII. Do not run riot. Keep your understanding true, and 
your intentions honest.8 

XXIII. Whatever is agreeable to you, 0 universe,' is so to me 
too. Your things are never mistimed ; your methods are accept­
able, and your seasons all spring and summer to me ! Fron~ you 
all things proceed, subsist in you, and return to you. And 1f the 
poet called Athens the city beloved by Cecrops, why may not the 
world be styled the favourite town of Jupiter? 

XXIV. If you would live at your ease, says Democritus, manage 

1 The Stoics held the soul a composition of fire and air, but fire was the pre-
dominant element. 

2 By form the Stoics meant God, or the efficient cause of all things. 
3 See Book v. sect. 36, Book vii. sect. S4• 
' By the world the Stoics sometimes understood God. 
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but a· few things. I think it had been better if he had said, Do 
nothing but what is necessary, and what becomes one made for 
society; nothing but what reason prescribes, and in the order, too, she 
prescribes it. For by this rule a man may both secure the quality 
and draw in the bulk of his business, and have the double pleasure 
of making his actions good and few into the bargain. For the 
greatest part of what we say and do, being unnecessary, if this were 
but once retrenched, we should have both more leisure and less 
disturbance. And therefore before a man sets forward he should 
ask himself this question, Am I not upon the verge of something 
unnecessary and impertinent? Further, we should apply this hint 
to what we think, as well as to what we do; for impertinence of 
thought draws unnecessary action after it. 

XXV. Bring the matter to an issue, make an experiment upon 
yourself, and examine your proficiency in a life of virtue ; try how 
you can acquiesce in your fate, and whether your own honesty and 
good-nature will content you. 

XXVI. Have you seen one sort of fortune? Pray view the other 
too ; never be disturbed, but reduce your person to its natural 
bulk, and be not concerned for more than belongs to you. Is any 
man guilty of a fault? It is to himself, then. Has any advantage 
happened to you? It is the bounty of fate. It was all of it pre­
ordained you by the universal cause. Upon the whole, life is but 
short, therefore be just and prudent, and make your most of it; and 
when you divert yourself, be always upon your guard. 

XXVII. The world is either the effect of contrivance or chance; 
if the latter, it is a world for all that, that is to say, it is a regular 
and beautiful structure. Now, can any man discover symmetry in 
his own shape, and yet take the universe for a heap of rubbish ? I 
say the universe, in which the very discord and confusion of the 
elements settles into harmony and order. 1 

XXVIII. There are several sorts of scandalous tempers, some 
malicious and some effeminate, others obstinate, brutish, and 
savage. Some humours are childish and silly, some false and 
others scurrilous, some mercenary and some tyrannical. 

XXIX. Not to know what is in the world, and not to know what 
is done in the world, comes much to the same thing, and a man is 

1 This section is levellecl against the hypothesis of Epicurus, 
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one way no less a stranger than the other. To proceed; he is no 
better than a deserter that renounces public reason and the laws of 
Providence. He is a blind man that winks with his understanding; 
and he is a beggar that is not furnished at home, but wants the 
assistance of another. He that frets himself sore because things 
do not happen just as he would have them, is but a sort of an ulcer 
of the world; by murmuring at the course of nature, he quits the 
universal body, and gains only the distinction of a disease, never 
considering that the same cause which produced the displeasing 
accident made him too. And lastly, he that is selfish, narrow­
souled, and sets up for a separate interest, is a kind of voluntary 
outlaw, and disincorporates himself from mankind. 

XXX. This philosopher has never a waistcoat to his coat, the 
other never a book to read, and a third is half-naked, and yet they 
are none of them discouraged. One learned man has nothing for 
his stomach, nor another for his lectures ; however, they are resolved 
to starve on, and be wise in despite of misfortune. 

XXXI. Be satisfied with your business, and learn to love what 
you were bred to ; and as to the remainder of your life, be 
entirely resigned, and let the gods do their pleasure; and when 
this is done, be neither slave nor tyrant to anybody. 

XXXII. To begin somewhere ; consider how business, humour, 
and fortune went with the world in Vespasian's time; consider this, 
I say, and you will find mankind just at the same pass they are now, 
-some marrying, and some concerned in education; some sick, and 
some dying; some fighting, and some feasting; some drudging at 
the plough, and some upon the Exchange ; some were too affable, 
and some overgrown with conceit; one was full of jealousy, and 
the other of knavery. Here you might find a parcel wishing for the 
death of their friends, and there a seditious club complaining of 
the times; some loved their wenches, and some their bags ; some 
grasped at the consulship, and some at the sceptre. Well! all is 
over with that generation long since. Corne forward, then, to the 
reign of Trajan; now here you will find mortals in the same circle 
of business and folly they were in before; but they are all gone 
too. Go on with the contemplation, and carry it to other times 
and countries; and here you will see abundance of people, very 
busy and big with their projects, drop off presently, and moulder to 
dust and ashes. More particularly recollect those within your own 
memory who have been hurried on in these vain pursuits ; how 
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they have overlooked the dignity of their nature, and those better 
satisfactions in their own power. And here you must remember to 
proportion your concern to the weight and importance of business; 
thus you will be safe against trifling, and part with amusements 
without regret. 

XXXIII. Those words which were formerly current and proper 
are now become obsolete and barbarous. Alas ! this is not all : 
fame tarnishes in time, too, and men grow out of fashion as well 
as language. Those celebrated names of Camillus, Creso, and 
Volesus are antiquated; those of Scipio, Cato, and Augustus will 
have the same fortune; and those of Adrian and Antoninus must 
follow. All these things are transitory, and quickly swallowed up 
in oblivion. I speak this of those who have been the wonder of 
their age, and shined with unusual lustre ; but as for the rest, they 
are no sooner dead than forgotten. And if you could perpetuate 
your memory, what does fame everlasting signify? Mere stuff! 
What, then, is it that is worth one's while to be concerned for? Why, 
nothing but this, to bear an honest mind, to act for the good of 
society, to deceive nobody, to foresee the worst, and be contented 
with what happens upon the score both of the cause and the 
necessity. 

XXXIV. Put yourself frankly into the hands of fate, and let her 
spin you out what fortune she pleases. 

XXXV. He that does a memorable action, and those that report 
it, are all but short-lived things. 

XXXVI. Accustom yourself to consider that whatever is pro­
duced, is produced by alteration ; that nature loves nothing so 
much as shifting the scene, and bringing new persons upon the 
stage. To speak closely; the destruction of one thing is the 
making of another; and that which subsists at present is, as it 
were, the seed of succession which springs from it. llut if you 
take seed in the common notion, and confine it to the field or the 
garden, you have a dull fancy. 

XXXVII. You arc just taking leave of the world; and do you not 
know what you are, and _what you arc not? Have you not done 
with unnecessary desires? Are you not yet above disturbance and 
suspicion, and fully convinced that nothing without your own will 
can hurt you? Have you not yet learned to he friends with even' 
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body, and that to be an honest man is the only way to be a 
wise one? 

XXXVIII. To understand the true quality of people, you must 
look into their minds, and examine their pursuits and aversions. 

XXXIX. Your pain cannot lie in another man's hea<l, neither 
can his mismanagement be your misfortune ; nay, further, the 
declension of your health, or the accidents in your carcase, need 
not affect you. Where, theri, are you passive and vulnerable? Why, 
in that part of you that forms judgments and opinions of things. 
Do not imagine you are hurt, and you are impregnable. Suppose, 
then, your flesh was hacked, seared, or putrefied, for your life let 
your fancy lie still ; 1 that is, do not conclude what is common to 
good or ill men can be good or evil in itself; for that which may be 
everybody's lot must in its own nature be indifferent. 

XL. You ought frequently to consider that the world is an 
animal, 2 consisting of one soul and body; that a universal sense 
runs through the whole mass of matter. You should likewise 
reflect how nature acts by a joint effort, and as it were altogether; 
and how everything contributes to the being of everything. And 
lastly, what connection and subordination there is between causes 
and effects. 

XLI. Would you know what you are? Epictetus will tell you 
that you are a living soul that drags a carcase about with her. 

XLII. Things that subsist upon change, and owe their being to 
instability, can neither be considerably good nor bad.8 

XLIII. The world hurries off apace, and time is like a rapid 
river; a thing is no sooner well come but it is past; and th~n 
another is posted after it, and it may be at length the first will 
return under another appearance. 

XLIV. Whatever happens here is as common and well known 
as a rose in the spring, or an apple in autumn ; of this kind are 
diseases and death, calumny and undermining, and several other 
things which raise and depress the spirits of unthinking people. 

A Stoical rhodomontadc. • 
2 The Stoics belic\'c<l the world animated, and that God was the soul of it. 
• See Book vii. sect. 23, and alih. 
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XLV. Antecedents and consequents are dexterously tied 
together in the world; things are not carelessly thrown on a heap, 
and joined more by number than nature, but, as it were, artificially 
inlaid into each other. And as the present set of appearances are 
very curiously contrived, so those upon the stocks are carried on 
by rule, and come forward with great uniformity. 

XL VI. The elements are always shifting their forms, and trans­
muting into each other; therefore do not forget the saying of 
Heraclitus, that the earth dies into water, water into air, air into 
fire, and so backward. Remember likewise the story of the man 
that travelled on, without knowing to· what place the way would 
bring him, and that many people contest the point with that 
reason that governs the world, and with which they are daily con­
versant, and seem perfectly unacquainted with those things which 
occur daily. Further, we must not nod over business, nor dream 
away life, like people who fancy they are mightily employed, when 
they are fast in their beds. Neither are we to be wholly governed 
by tradition ; for that is like children who believe anything their 
parents tell them. 

XL VII. Pot the case, some god should acquaint you, you were 
to die to-morrow, or next day at furthest. Under this warning you 
would be a very poor wretch if you should strongly solicit for the 
longest time; for alas I how inconsiderable is the difference? In 
like manner, if you would reason right, and compute upon the 
notion of eternity, you would not be much concerned whether your 
life was up to-morrow or a thousand years hence_. 

XLVIIL Consider how many physicians are dead that used to 
value themselves upon the cure of their patients ; how many 
astrologers, who thought themselves great men by foretelling the 
death of others; how many philosophers have gone the way of all 
flesh, after all their learned disputes about dying and immortality; 
how many field-worthies, who had knocked so many men's brains 
out; how many tyrants, who managed the power of life and death 
with as much pride and rigour as if themselves had been immortal; 
how many cities, if I may say so, have given up the ghost-for 
instance, Helice in Greece, Pompeii and Herculanum in I1aly, not 
to mention many besides. Do but recollect your acquaintance, 
and here you will find people managing and maki.ng way for 
funerals, mourning for their friends, and giving occasion for the 
same office themselves ; and all within a small compass of time, 
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In short, mankind are poor transitory things. They are one day in 
the rudiments of life, and almost the next turned into mummy or 
ashes. Your way is therefore to manage this minute wisely, and 
part with it cheerfully; and, like a ripe nut, when you drop out of 
the husk, be sure to speak well of the season, and make your 
acknowledgments to the tree that bore you. 

XLIX. Stand firm like a rock, against which though the waves 
batter and swell they fall flat at last. How unfortunate has this 
accident made me! cries such a one. Not at all; he should rather 
say, what a happy mortal am I, for being unconcerned upon the 
occasion, for being neither· shocked at the present, nor afraid of 
what is to come ! The thing might have happened to any other 
man as well as myself, but for all that, everybody would not have 
been so easy under it. Why, then, is not the good-fortune of the 
bearing more considerable than the ill-fortune of the happening? 
Or,.to speak properly, how can that be a misfortune to a man which 
is no disappointment to his nature? And how can that cross upon 
a man's nature which falls in with the very intention and design of 
it? Now, what human nature rightly disposed drives at, I suppose, 
you are not to learn at this time of day. To apply this reasoning: 
does the present accident hinder your being honest and brave, 
temperate and modest, judicious and unservile? etc. Now, when 
a man is furnished with these good qualities, the highest notion of 
him is finished, and his nature has what she would have. Further, 
when anything grows troublesome, recollect this maxim, that 
generous behaviour is too strong for ill-fortune, and turns it to an 
advantage. 

L. To consider those old people that resigned so unwillingly is, 
for a common notion, not unserviceable; it helps us somewhat to 
face death, and contemn it ; for what are these long-lived mortals 
more than those that went off in their infancy? What is become of 
Crecilianus, Fabius, .J ulianus, and Lepidus? Their heads are all 
laid somewhere ; they buried a great many, but came at last to it 
themselves. Upon the whole, the difference between long and 
short life is insignificant, especially if you consider the accidents, 
the company, and the carcase you must go through with; therefore 
do not let a thought of this kind affect you one way or the other; 
do but look upon the astonishing notion of time and eternity; what 
an immense deal has run out already, and how infinite it is still in 
the future ;-do but consider this, and you will find three days and 
three ages of life come much to the same measure and reckoning. 



A Discourse with Hz'mself. 177 

LI. Always go the shortest way to work. Now the nearest road 
to your business lies through honesty. Let it be your constant 
method, then, to deal clearly and above-board; and by this means 
you need not fatigue it, you need not quarrel, flourish, and dis­
semble like other people. 

BOOK V. 

I. WHEN you find an unwillingness to rise early in the morning, make 
this short speech to yourself: I am getting up now to do the 
business of a man ; and am I out of humour for going about that 
I was made for, and for the sake of which I was sent into the 
world? Was I then designed for nothing but to doze and batten 
beneath the counterpane? Well, but this is a comfortable way of 
living. Granting that; wert thou born only for pleasure ? were 
you never to do anything? I thought action had been the end of 
your being. Pray look upon the plants and birds, the pismires, 
spiders, and bees, and you will see them all regular and industrious, 
exerting their nature, and busy in their station. For shame I Shall 
a spider act like a spider, and make the most of her matters, and 
shall not a man act like a man? Why do you not rouse your 
faculties., and manage· up to your kind? For all that, there is no 
living without rest. True; but then let us follow nature's directions, 
and not take too much of it. She likewise has given yuu leave 
to eat and drink within a rule ; but here you generally exceed your 
commission, and go beyond convenience; whereas in business you 
are apt to favour yourself, and do less than lies in your power. In 
earnest, you have no true love for yourself; if you had, you would 
improve your nature, humour her motions, and solicit her interest. 
Now, when a man loves his trade, how he will sweat and drudge to 
perform to a c:uriosity, and make himself master of it! llut to 
speak out ; you mind your person less than a turner does the making 
of a chair; a dancing-master has much more regard for his heels 
than you have for your head; and as for wealth and popularity, 
how strongly are they pursued by the vain and the covetous. All 
these people, when their fancy is once struck, push their point, 
might and main, and will scarcely allow themselves necessary 
refreshment. And now, can you think the functions of reason, 
justice, and generosity less valuable than these petty amusements? 
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II. What an easy matter it is to them the current of your imagina­
tion; to discharge a troublesome or improper thought, and grow 
as calm and regular as one would wish ! 

III. Do not think any action beneath you which reason and 
circumstances require; and never be misled by the apprehension 
of censure or reproach. Where honesty prompts you to say or do 
anything, never baulk yourself or start at the matter. If other 
people are particular in their fancies and opinions, mind them not. 
Be you governed by the reason within you; pursue that which is 
most for your own and the common interest. For to speak strictly, 
these two are but one and the same. 

IV. I will jog on in that path which nature has chalked out till my 
legs sink under me, and then I shall be at rest, and expire into 
that air which has given me breath; fall upon that earth which has 
maintained my parents, helped my nurse to her milk, and supplied 
me with meat and drink for so many years; and though its favours 
have been often abused, still suffers me to tread upon it. 

V. Wit and smartness are not mightily your talent. What then? 
There are a great many other good qualities in which you cannot 
pretend nature has failed you. Improve them as far as you can, 
and let us have that which is perfectly in your power. You may, if 
you please, behave yourself like a man of gravity and good faith ; 
endure hardship, and despise pleasure; wanl: but a few things, and 
complain of nothing; you may be dispassionate, stand upon your 
own legs, and be great if you please, and have nothing of ill-nature, 
luxury, or trifling in your humour. Do you not see how much you 
may do if you have a mind to it, and how the plea of incapacity is 
out of doors? And yet you do not push and manage as you should 
do. What then? Does any natural defect force you upon grumbling, 
miserableness, or laying your faults upon your constitution, upon 
flattery or ostentation ; upon uncertainty of temper, and rolling 
from one folly to another? Can you say you are so weakly made 
as to be driven upon these practices? The immortal gods know 
to the contrary! No, you might have stood clear of all this long 
since. And after all, if your parts were somewhat low, and your 
understanding heavy, your way had been to have taken the more 
pains with yourself, and not to have lain fallow and doted upon 
your own dulness. 

VI. Some men when they do you a kindness are presently for 
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ringing the obligation in your ears ; others are more modest than 
this comes to. However, they remember the favour, and look upon 
you as their debtor. A third sort shall be every jot as much 
benefactors, and yet scarce know anything of the matter. These 
are much like a vine, which is satisfied by being fruitful in its kind, 
and bears a bunch of grapes without expecting any thanks for it. 
A fleet horse or greyhound do not use to make a noise when they 
have performed handsomely, nor a bee neither when she has made 
a little honey. And thus a man that is rightly kind never proclaims 
a good tum, but does another as soon as he can ; just like a vine 
that bears again the next season. Now we should imitate those 
who are so obliging as hardly to remember their beneficence. But 
you will say, a man ought to understand the quality of his own 
actions. It is somewhat natural for one that is generous to be 
conscious of his generosity; yes, truly, and to desire the person 
obliged should be sensible of it too. I grant what you say is in a 
great measure true, and if you do not take me right you will make 
one of those untoward benefactors I first mentioned. Indeed, they 
think their grounds plausible enough, for their vanity imposes 
upon them. But if you will view the case in its true colours, the 
privacy of doing a good tum will never discourage you. 

VII. The Athenians used to be mighty clamorous to Jupiter for 
rain upon their own lands, but not a word for other people. Now, 
to my mind, they had even better have held their tongues, or else 
prayed with more of extent and generosity. 

VIII. JEsculapius, as we commonly speak, has prescribed such 
a one riding out,1 walking in his slippers, or a cold bath. Now, 
much to the same meaning we may affirm that Providence or the 
soul of the universe has ordered this or that person a disease, loss 
of limbs or estate, or some such other calamity. For, as in the first 
case, the word prescribed signifies a direction for the health of the 
patient, so in the latter it means an application proper for the 
constitution and benefit or fate. And thus these harsher events 
may lie counted fit for us, as freestone, which is well joined and 
lies snug in a building, may be said to fit it. Indeed, the whole of 
nature consists of a harmony and congmity of parts ; for as the 
world has its form and entireness from that universal matter of 
which it consists, so the character and distinction of fate results 
from the quality and concurrence of all other causes contained in 

1 Probably in a dream. 
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it. The common people understand this notion very well; their. 
way of speaking is, "This was sent him by destiny." Say you so? 
Was there not, then, somewhat of purpose and design in it? Let us 
then comply with our doom, as we do with the prescriptions of a 
celebrated physician. These doses are often unpalatable and rugged, 
and yet the desire of health makes them go merrily down. Now, 
that which nature esteems profit and convenience should be no 
less valued than your own health ; and therefore, when any cross 
accident happens, take it quietly to you; it is for the good of the 
universe, and Jupiter himself is the better for it.1 Depend upon 
it, this had never been sent you if the world had not found its 
account in it; neither does nature act at random, or order anything 
which is not suitable to those beings under her government. You 
have two reasons, therefore, to be contented with your condition: 
first, because you were born and singled out for it; it was assigned 
you from the beginning by the highest and most ancient causes. 
Secondly, it is for the interest of him that governs the world; 2 it 
perfects his nature in some measure, and continues his happiness; 
for it holds in causes no less than in matter and quantity; if you 
lop off any part of the continuity and connection, you maim the 
whole. Now, if you are displeased with your circumstances, you 
dismember nature, and pull the world in pieces, as much as lies in 
your power. 

IX. Be not uneasy, discouraged, or out of humour, because 
practice falls short of precept in some particulars. If you happen 
to be beaten off your reason, come on again, and let your fancy 
strike in at your second trial, and do not go like a school-boy to his 
master with an ill-will. No, you must apply to philosophy with 
inclination, as those who have sore eyes make use of a good 
recipe; and when you are thus disposed you!'v1ll easily acquiesce 
and be governed by reason. And here you are_ to remember that 
philosophy or true wisdom will put you upon nothing but what your 
nature wishes and calls for. And can you be so unreasonable as to 
cross the inclinations of your nature? Is not her fancy th~ most 
agreeable of anything? And does not pleasure often deceive us 
under this pretence? Now, think a little, and tell me what there 
is more delightful than downright honesty and religion, than 
generosity and greatness of mind. And once more, what can be 
more entertaining than prudence, than to be furnished with that 

1 A Stoical paradox. 
• A gross error of the Stoics. 
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understanding which keeps a man from making a false step, and 
helps him to good fortune in all his business? 1 

X. Things are so much perplexed and in the dark, that several 
considerable philosophers looked upon them as altogether un­
intelligible,2 and that there was no certain test for the discovery of 
truth. Even the Stoics agree that nature and certainty is very hard 
to come at, that our understandings are always liable to error, and 
that infallibility is mere vanity and pretence. However, our 
ignorance is not so great but that we may discover how transitory 
and insignificant all things are, that those we commonly call the 
best circumstances are sometimes in the worst hands, and that it 
is possible for thieves, whores, and catamites to run away with the 
world, and who then would care threepence for it? Further, 
consider the temper of those you converse with, and you will find 
the best will hardly do ; not to mention that a man has work 
enough to make himself tolerable to himself. And since we have 
nothing but darkness and dirt to grasp at, since time and matter, 
motion and mortals, are always rolling and running out of them­
selves,-for these reasons, I say, I cannot imagine what there is here 
worth the minding. On the other hand, a man ought to keep up 
his spirits, for it will not be long before his discharge comes. In 
the meantime his point is to be easy, and satisfy himself with these 
two considerations; the one is, that nothing will befall me but what 
is for the interest of the universe; 8 the other, that nobody can 
command my practice, or force me to act against my own 
judgment. 

XI. What use do I put my soul to, or what hand do I make 
of my reason? It is a serviceable question this, and should 
frequently be put to oneself. I say, how does my sovereign part 
stand affected? and what is the furniture and complexion of my 
mind? Is there nothing of the boy or the beast in it? nothing 
that is either tyrannical or effeminate ? 

XII. What sort of good things those arc which are commonly 
so reckoned, you may learn from hence. For the purpose, if you 
reflect upon those qualities which are intrinsically valuable, such as 
prudence, justice, temperance, and fortitude, you will not find a jest 

1 The Stoic's maxim is, "A wise man can never he unrortunatc, let his 
circumstances be what they will." 

0 Of this opinion were Pynho and the new Academics. 
•• See sect. 8. 
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upon them apt to relish and make sport; whereas upon the 
advantages of fortune and common estimation a piece of raillery 
will pass well enough. Thus we see the generality are struck with 
the distinction, otherwise they would not dislike the liberty in one 
case and allow it in the other. The felicities of riches, luxury, and 
ambition are all within the privilege of buffoons, and liable to the 
lash of the stage. Now, what significancy can there be in these 
things when a poet's jest will take place upon them? And what 
comical droll may be patly applied to the owner. "He is so 
stuffed," says the play, "with wealth and finery that he has no 
room for his close-stool." 

XIII. My being consists of matter and form, that this, of soul 
and body. Annihilation will reach neither of them ; for as they 
were never produced out of nothing, so they will always remain 
something. The consequence is that every part of me will serve 
to make something in the world; and thus I shall be tossed from 
one figure to another, through an infinite succession of change. 
And what wonder of all this? This constant method of alteration 
gave me my being, and my father before me, and so on to eternity 
backward ; for I think I may speak thus, though the world is 
confined within a certain determinate period.1 

XIV. Reason needs no foreign assistance, but is sufficient for its 
own purposes. This faculty moves within itself, and makes directly 
for the point in view; for to take the matter rightly, honesty is 
always the nearest way to success. 

XV. Those things do not belong to a man which do not belong 
to him as a man, or under the definition of his species. This 
notion may be applied to all external advantages, for these are not 
included in the idea; they are not required of us as men; human 
nature does not promise them, neither is she perfected by them; 
from whence it follows that they can neither constitute the chief 
end of man, nor strictly contribute towards it. Further, if these 
things were any real additions, how comes the contempt of them, 
and the being easy without them, to be so great a commendation? 
To balk an advantage would be folly, for one cannot have too much 
of that which is good. But the case stands otherwise; for we know 
that self-denial and indifference about these things is the character 
of a good man, and goes for a mark of true greatness. 

1 Sec Rook x. sect. 7, Rook ii. sect. I. 
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XVI. Your manners will depend very much upon the quality of 
what you frequently think on ; for the soul is, as it were, tinged 
with the colour and complexion of thought. Be sure, therefore, to 
work in such maxims as these. A man may live as he should do, 
and behave himself well in all places ; by consequence, a life of 
virtue, and that of a courtier, are not inconsistent. Again, that 
which a thing is made for, it is made to act for; and that which it 
is made to act for it is naturally carried to; and in the due pursuit 
of this tendency the end of the agent consists. Now, where the end 
of a thing is, there the advantage and improvement of it is certainly 
lodged. From hence the inference will be that the happiness of 
mankind lies in society and correspondence, since that we were 
made for this purpose I have proved already.1 For is it not plain 
that the lower order of beings are made for their betters, and the 
higher for the service of each other? Now, as life is preferable to 
bare existence, so amongst all living creatures the rational are the 
best quality. 

XVII. To expect an impossibility is distraction ; now it is 
impossible for ill men not to follow their bias, and show their 
temper in some instance or other. 

XVIII. There is nothing happens to any person but what is in his 
power to go through with. Some people have had very severe 
trials, and yet, either by having less understanding or more pride 
than ordinary, have charged bravely through the misfortune, and 
come off without a scratch. Now it is a scandalous indecency to let 
ignorance and vanity do more with us than prudence and principle. 

XIX. It is thoughts, not things, which take hold of the soul. 
Outward objects cannot force their passage into the mind, nor set 
any of its wheels a-going. No, the impression comes from herself, 
and it is her notions which affect her. As for the contingencies of 
fortune, they are either great or little according to the opinion she 
has of her own strength. 

XX. When we consider we are bound to be serviceable to 
mankind, and bear with their faults, we shall perceive there is a 
common tie of nature and relation between us. But when we see 
people grow troublesome, and disturb us in our business, here we 
are to look upon men as indifferent sort of things, neither good nor 
bad to us, but according to our management. It is true, like a 

1 See Book ii. sect. 1. 
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cross wind, they may hinder me in the executing part, but all this 
while my inclinations stand firm, and the reserve of a good meaning 
is secured to me. Being rightly disposed, I can pass on to the 
exercise of another virtue; and thus it is probable I may gain by 
the opposition, and tum the disappointment to an advantage. 

XXI. Among all things in the universe direct your worship to the 
greatest. And which is that? It is that Being which manages and 
governs all the rest. And as you worship the best thing in nature, 
so you are to pay a proportionable regard to the best thing in 
yourself. You will know it by its relation to the Deity. The quality 
of its functions will discover it It is the reigning power within 
you, which disposes of your actions and your fortune. 

XXII. That which does not damnify the city,1 or body politic, 
cannot, properly speaking, damnify any person that belongs to it. 
Therefore, when you think you are ill-used, let this reflection be 
your remedy, and say thus to yourself, If the community is not the 
worse for it, neither am I. But if the community is injured, your 
business is to show the person concerned his fault, but not to grow 
passionate about it. 

XXIII. Reflect frequently upon the instability of things, and 
how very fast the scenes of nature are shifted. Matter is in a per­
petual flux. Change is always and everywhere at work; it strike~ 
through causes and effects, and leaves nothing fixed and permanent. 
And then how very near the two vast gulfs of time, the past .and the 
future, stand together I Now, upon the whole, is not that man a 
blockhead that thinks these momentary things big enough either 
to make him proud or uneasy? 

XXIV. Remember what an atom your person stands for in respect 
of the universe, what a minute of unmeasurable time comes to your 
share, and what a small concern you are in the empire of fate. 

XXV. A man misbehaves himself towards me. What is that to 
me? The action is his, and the will that set him upon it is his, 
and therefore let him look to it. As for me, I am in the condition 
Providence would have me, and am doing what becomes me. 

XXVI. Whether the motions of your body are rugged or agree-
1 By the city the emperor means the world, to which, as he observes, private 

disadvantages are a convenience. 
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able, do not let your reason be concerned with them; confine the 
impressions to their respective quarters, and let your mind keep her 
distance and not run in. It is true, that which results from the 
law of the union, from the force of sympathy or consbitution, must 
be felt, for nature will have its course ; but though the sensation 
cannot be stopped, it must not be overrated nor strained to the 
quality of good or evil 

XXVII. We ought to converse with the gods, and live the life 
that they do. This is done by being contented with the appoint­
ments of Providence, and by obeying the orders of that genius, 
which is both the deputy and the offspring of Jupiter. Now this 
divine authority is neither more nor less than that soul and reason 
which every man carries about him. 

XXVIII. Are you angry at a rank smell or an ill-scented breath? 
Why, if a man's lungs or stomach are ulcerated, or his arm-pits out 
of order, how can he help it? But you will say, the case is not 
parallel between an ill action and an ill breath-the one is choice, 
and the other necessity. Well, if you think mankind so full of 
reason, pray make use of your own. Argue the case with the 
faulty person, and show him his error. If your advice prevails, he 
is what you would have him, and then there is no need of being 
angry. And lastly, do not mismanage either by your haughtiness 
or servility. 

XXIX. You may lh·e now, if you please, as you would choose to 
do if you were near dying. But suppose people will not let you? why, 
then, give life the slip,1 but by no means make a misfortune of it. 
If the room smokes, I leave it, and there is an end; for why should 
one be concerned at the matter? However, if nothing of this kind 
drives me out, I will stay, behave myself like a man of spirit, and 
do what I have a mind to; but then I will have a mind to nothing 
but what I am led to by reason and public interest. 

XXX. God, or the soul of the universe, is of a sociable disposi­
tion. For this reason He has made the coarser part of the creation 
for the sake of the finer. And as for those beings of the higher 
rank, He has engaged them to each other by inclination. You sec 
how admirably things are ranged, and sorted according to the 
dignity of their kind, and cemented together by nature and 
benevolence. 

1 A Stoical piece of distraction. 
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XXXI. Recollect how you have behaved yourself ,all along, 
towards the gods, your parents, brothers, wife, and children; towards 
your instructors, governors, friends, acquaintance, and servants; 
whether you.have not done or said something unbecoming to some 
of them. Recollect how much business you have been engaged in, 
and how well you have gone through it; that now your task is 
done, and the history of your life finished. Remember likewise 
how much bravery you can make out; how much of pleasure, and 
pain, and grandeur you have despised; and how often you have 
done good against evil. 

XXXII. Why should skill and knowledge be disturbed at the 
censures of ignorance? But you will say, Who are these knowing 
and skilful people? Why, those who are acquainted with the 
original cause and end of all things, with that reason that pervades 
the mass of matter, renews the world at certain periods, and 
governs it through all the lengths of time. 

XXXIII. You will quickly be reduced to ashes and skeleton; and 
it may be you may have a name left you, and it may be not. And 
what is a name? Nothing but sound and syllable. And then for 
th0se things which are so much valued in the world, they are 
miserably empty and insignificant. The prize is so mean that it 
makes the scuffle about them ridiculous. It puts one in mind of a 
parcel of puppies snarling for a bone, and the contests of little 
children, sometimes transported and sometimes all in tears about a 
plaything. And as for modesty and good faith, truth and justice, 
they have left this wicked world and retired to heaven. And now 
what is it that can keep you here? For if the objects of sense are 
floating and changeable, and the organs misty and apt to be imposed 
on ; if the soul is but a vapour drawn off the blood, and the applause 
of little mortals insignificant ;-if the case stands thus, what is it you 
stay for? Why, I am resolved to have patience until I am either 
extinguished or removed.1 And until that time comes, what is to 
be done? The answer is easy-to worship the gods, and speak 
honourably of them ; to be beneficial to mankind; to bear with 
their faults and let their property alone; and lastly, to remember 
that whatever lies without the compass of your person is nothing of 
yours nor in your power. 

XXXIV. You may be always successful if you do but set out 
well, and let your thoughts and practice proceed upon grounds and 

1 Into a slate of separation. 
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method. There are two properties and privileges common to God 
and all rational beings; the one is, not to be hindered by anything 
foreign ; the other, to make virtue their supreme satisfaction, and 
not so much as to desire anything further. 

XXXV. If this accident is no fault of mine, nor a consequence 
of it, and besides, if the community is never the worse for it, why am 
I concerned? Now, which way the community 1 may be damnified, 
I shall discourse afterwards. 2 

XXXVI. Do not suffer a sudden impression to overbear your 
judgment. Let those that want your assistance have it, as far as the 
case requires. But if fortune, as they call it, lies hard upon them, 
do not you conclude upon any real damage, for there is no such thing. 
However, upon the score of tenderness and humanity, you may 
condescend to their weakness, and treat them a little in their own 
way. But then you must remember to keep your notion true, and 
not suffer your compassion to run away with your reason. Thus, 
when you are haranguing in the Rostra 3 and courting the populace, 
when you are thus busy, I say, a little of this to yourself would not 
be amiss. Hark you, friend, have you forgot that this glitter of 
honour is but tinsel and pageantry? I grant it, but for a.II that, it 
is extremely valued. It is mighty well. And because other people 
a.re fools, must you be so too? You may be a happy fellow in any 
ground, provided you have the wit to choose your fortune hand­
somely. Now, if you ask further, I must tell you, if your manners 
be good, your fortune can never be bad. For, in a word, happiness 
lies all iri the functions of reason, in warrantable desires and 
regular practice. 

--<>--

BOOK VI. 

I. As matter is all of it pliable and obsequious, so that sovereign 
reason which give,. laws to it has neither motive nor inclination to 
bring an evil upon anything. This great being is no way unfriendly 
or hostile in his nature; he forms and governs all things, but hurts 
nothing. 

1 By the community is meant the world. 
• See Book viiL sect. SS· 

A pulpit in one of the aquares at Rome, where the great men use to make 
speeches to carry elections, 
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II. Do but your duty, and do not trouble yourself about your 
condition. If you behave yourself well, never mind whether it is in 
the cold or by a good fire; whether you are overwatched or 
satisfied with sleep; whether you have a good word or a bad one; 
whether you are in health or dying; for this last must be done at 
one time or other. It is part of the business of life to lose it 
handsomely. Upon the whole, if we do but manage the present to 
advantage, that is enough. 

III. Look thoroughly into matters, and let not the distinction or 
intrinsic value of anything escape you. 

IV. The present appearance of things will quickly undergo a 
change, and be either exhaled into common matter, or dispersed 
into their respective elements.1 

V. That intelligent Being that governs the universe has perfect 
views of everything; his knowledge penetrates the quality of matter, 
and sees through all the consequences of his own operations. 

VI. The best way of revenge is not to imitate the injury. 

VII. Be always doing something serviceable to mankind, and 
let this constant generosity be your only pleasure, and not forgetting 
in the meantime a due reverence and regard to the Deity. 

VIII. It is the governing part of the mind which awakegs thought, 
and alters the quality of it; which gives what air she pleases to her 
own likeness, and to all the accidents and circumstances without 
her. 

IX. The particular effects in the world are all wrought by one 
intelligent nature. This universal cause has no foreign assistant, 
no interloping principle, either without his jurisdiction or within it. 

X. For argument's sake let us use a disjunction; the world, then, is 
either nothing but a rencounter of atoms, a heap of confusion, and 
a hurry 01 chance, or else it is the effect of design, and under the 
laws of order and providence. If the first, what should I stay for, 
where nature is in such a hotch-potch, and things are so blindly 
jumbled together? Why do not I rather make it my choice to 

1 Some philosophers held all matter was the same; and others maintained that 
the four elements were distinct and orii:inul principles of bodies. 
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disengage and return to the element of earth as soon as may be? 1 

Why should I give myself any trouble? Let me do what I will, my 
constitution must be broken, and my atoms all disbanded in a 
little time. But if there is a Providence, and the latter part of the 
disjunction holds good, then I adore the great Governor of the 
world, and am easy in the prospect of protection. 

XI. When you happen to be ruffled a little, and throw off your 
temper by any cross accident, retire immediately into your reason, 
and do not move out of rule any longer than needs must. For the 
sooner you recover a false step, the more you will be master of 
your practice. 

XII. Put the case you had a mother-in-law and a mother at the 
same time; though you would pay regard to the first, your converse 
I conceive would be mostly with the latter. Let the court and 
philosophy represent these two relations to you; apply frequently 
to this last, and set up your stand with her; for it is a life of virtue 
and philosophy which makes you and your courtiers tolerable to 
each other. 

XIII. To check the pleasure of luxury, we should in our fancy 
at least take away the garnishing of the dishes, the value the cook 
sets upon them, and give them names less tempting than ordinary. 
For the purpose, we may say this is but the carcase of a fish, this 
fowl has no more life in it than I shall have when I am buried, and 
the other is no better than a piece of a dead hog. And then for 
this bottle of Falemo,' what is it but a little moisture squeezed out 
of the tumour of a grape? And to mortify the vanity of fine 
clothes, and prevent your purples from growing too big for you, 
consider that it is nothing but sheep's hair twisted together, and 
stained in the gore of a little shell-fish. And if we were to proceed 
to some other satisfactions of sense, we should find them but coarse 
in their causes and constitution; and as these notions strike through 
the surface, press into the heart of things, and show them in their 
natur:il colours, 110 we should carry them on and apply them to all 
the pageantry of life. And where things appear most plausible and 
pretending, be sure to bring them to the test, and look within them. 
And when the paint is thus pulled off, the coarseness of them will 

1 An c11pressio11 of Homer. 
• Falemus, a country in Campania, which affords the richest wines in Italy. 
) Purple was so much the privilege of the emperor, that it was tr~a•on for the 

su' ject to wea.r it. 
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easily be discovered. Without this care, figure and appearance are 
great cheats, and when you think your fancy is best employed, 
you will be most fooled. Even virtue itself is sometimes counter­
feited, and gravity is nothing else but grimace. Thus Crates 
discovered Xenocrates' philosophy to be only skin deep,-great 
demureness without, and no less vanity within. 

XIV. The inclination of the generality may be reduced to these 
heads. Some people are little enough to be smitten with things 
in the state of bare existence or vegetation, as with wood, stones, 
fruit, and such like. Others, who are somewhat more tolerable in 
their fancy, must have life to charm them, and these, it may be, are 
mightily in love with their flocks and herds. A third sort, better 
furnished than the former, admire nothing beneath human nature; 
but then they do not take in the whole kind, but it is either the skill, 
parts, or property 1 of some particulars which affect them. But he 
that values a rational creature without limitation or partiality, runs 
into none of the dotages above mentioned, but makes it his chief 
business to look at home, to keep reason and good-nature stirring, 
and to assist all mankind in the public interest. 

XV. Some things are pressing for birth and being, and others are 
posting off, and that which was entire just now is part of it spent 
already. The world is renewed by this change and rolling, no less 
than time is by a perpetual succession. Now, who would dote upon 
things hurried down the stream thus fast, and which it is impossible 
to take hold on ? Such a passion is much like falling in love with 
a sparrow flying over your head-you have as it were but one 
glimpse of her, and she is out of sight. To go on; life is but a sort 
of exhalation of the blood, and a little air sucked into the lungs. 
Now, to return your breath for the support of life, and expire your 
last, when you lose it, is muchwhat the same action. 

XVI. Neither the perspiration of plants, nor the breath of 
animals, nor the impressions of sensation, nor the popp~t motions 2 

of passions, are privileges of any great value. T_o which we !flay 
add the instinct of crowding into herds, together with the functions 
of nutrition; this latter being not unlike a separating kind of 
evacuation. What then is it that you count worth your esteem ? 
Huzzas and acclamations? Not at all. Why, then, you must not 
value harangues and panegyric, for this is but a mannerly sort of 

' A, in slaves who belong to their masters. 
2 Because they do as it were dance men 11pon wires, 
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bawling about a man. Well, I find fame and glory will not tempt 
you, what' then is there behind worth the having? To govern your 
motions, and make use of your being according to the intentions of 
nature; this is the design of arts and improvement in other cases ; 
every artificer and profession endeavouring to make the thing fit to 
answer the end for which it was intended. This, for instance, is 
the design of vine-dressers, those that manage horses and make 
dogs ; their business is to make the most of things, and drive them 
up to the top of their kind. And what other view has learning and 
education but to improve the faculties and set them the right way 
at work? It is agreed, then, the main point lies here. Compass 
but this, and let the world rub. What! must your inclinations 
always run riot, and will you never keep them true to one thing? 
Must you be still hankering after this fancy and the other? Why, 
then, let me tell you, you will always be a slave, always in wants and 
disquiet. This temper will let loose abundance of uneasy passions 
upon you. It will make you grow envious, full of jealousy and 
suspicion, and apt to overreach those who are possessed of some­
thing you have a mind to. And when strong desires are unsatisfied, 
you will find yourself mightily disturbed ; and this will make you 
murmur, and grow mutinous against the gods. But if you come 
once to pay a due regard to your reason, you will be pleased with 
yourself, serviceable to society, and compliant with the gods, that 
is, you will be entirely satisfied with their administration. 

XVIL The elements either press upwards, or tumble downwards, 
or else run round in a circle. But virtue has none of these 
motions; she is of a nobler kind. Her progress in regular thoughts 
is somewhat unintelligible, but always prosperous. 

XVIII. What a strange humour there is amongst some people. 
They do not care to afford a good word to their contemporaries, and 
yet are very desirous of being praised by posterity ; that is by 
those they never saw, nor ever will have the least acquaintance 
with. Now this is almost such a freak as it would be to be 
disturbed because you were not commended by the generations 
that lived before you. 

XIX. Because you find a thing very c..lifficult, do not presently 
conclude that no man can master it. But whatever you observe 
proper and practicable by another, believe likewise within your own 
power. 
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XX. If an antagonist in the circus tears our flesh with, his nails, 
or tilts against us with his head, we do not use to cry out foul play, 
nor be offended at the rough usage, nor suspect him afterwards as 
a dangerous person in conversation. It is true, when we are at the 
exercise, we guard and parry, but all this is done without raising ill 
blood, or looking upon the man as an enemy. Let us act at this 
rate in the other instances of life. When we receive a blow, let us 
not think ourselves in a battle, but at a trial of skill. We may 
fence, as I said before, and manage the contest with caution, but 
not with malice and ill-will. 

XXI. If any one can convince me of an error, I shall be very 
glad to change my opinion, for truth is my business, and right 
information hurts nobody. No, he that continues in ignorance and 
mistake, it is he that receives the mischief: 

XXII. I will do my duty, that is enough. As for other things, I 
shall never be disturbed about them. For if they happen to come 
cross, it is but considering that they are either without life, or 
without reason, or without judgment, and thus I can easily pass 
them over. 

XXIII. As for brute animals, and things undignified with reason, 
use them freely and boldly, as being of a superior order yourself. 
But treat men like beings of your own kind, and members of the 
same society. And in all your affairs invoke the gods for their 
assistance. As for the time you are to continue this regularity, 
never trouble yourself whether it is long or short ; for three hours 
of life thus well spent will do your business. 

XXIV. Alexander the Great and his groom, when dead, were 
both upon the same level, and ran the same fortune of being either 
scattered into atoms or absorbed in the soul of the univcrse. 1 

XXV. What abundance of motions there are in the body, what 
abundance of thouglits and sensations in the mind at the same 
time! What a vast number of operations are performed, and how 
much business is despatched within us in a single moment ! He 
that considers this will not wonder so much that infinitely more 
productions should start out together in the universe, or that the 
soul of the world should by once exerting Himself look over, actuate, 
and govern the whole mass of matter. 

1 See Book iv. sect. 14. 
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XXVI. Suppose you were asked to spell Antoninus's name, would 
you holloa every letter in the company's ears? Or would you 
return their passion, if they were angry? I conceive you would 
rather go mildly to work, and give them the letters and syllables 
as they stand, without noise. Apply this to greater instances, and 
remember that all duties in morality have such a determinate 
number of parts and circumstances to render them complete ; these 
must· be all taken care of, and performed in order; but then it must 
be done smoothly, without growing hot upon meeting with peevish­
ness and provocation. 

XXVII. It is a sort of cruelty to baulk people's fancies, and not 
give them leave to pursue what they reckon their interest. And 
with this you are chargeable in some measure yourself when you 
are angry with those that do amiss. Why so? Because they 
imagine they are carrying on their own interest and convenience. 
But that, you will say, is their mistake. I grant it ; but then it is your 
part to lead them out of it, and to show them their error without 
passion and resentment. 

XXVIII. What is death ? It is a resting from sensation and 
desire; a stop upon the rambling of thought, and a release from 
the drudgery about your carcase. 

XXIX. Keep up your spirits for business as long as your consti­
tution lasts; for it would be a shame if your mind should falter 
and give in before your body. 

XXX. Have a care you have not too much of an emperor in 
you, and that you do not fall into the liberties and pride of your 
predecessors. These humours are easily learned, therefore guard 
against the infection. Be candid, sincere, and modestly grave. 
Let justice and piety have their sl-iare in your character ; let your 
temper be remarkable for mildness and good-nature, and be always 
enterprizing and vigorous in your business. And, in short, strive to 
be just such a man as virtue and philosophy would make you. 
Worship the gods and protect mankind. This life is short, and all the 
advantage you can get by it, is the opportunities you have of adoring 
those above 1 and doing good to those below you. Do everything 
like a disciple of Antoninus; ~ imitate him in the vigour and 

1 The gods. 
» The author means the Emperor Antoninus Pius, who was his adoptive 

father. 
G 
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constancy of his good conduct, in the equality, sweetness, and piety 
of his temper, the serenity of his aspect, the modesty and unpre­
tendingness of his behaviour, and the generous ambition he had to 
be perfectly master of his business. Further, it was his way to 
dismiss nothing till he had looked through it, and viewed it on all 
sides ; to bear unreasonable remonstrance without making a return; 
never to be in a hurry; to be backward in giving encouragement 
to informers. He was a great judge of men and manners; but of 
no satirical or reprimanding humour. Not at all apt to be frightened 
or surprised ; not too suspicious, nor in the least overrun with 
impertinence and conceit. Expense and figure was none of his 
fancy, as one might easily perceive, by his palace, his furniture, his 
habit, his eating, and his attendance. Lenity was his humour, and 
fatiguing his delight. He was so temperate in his diet that he was 
able to sit at the council board till night, without withdrawing into 
another room ; for the necessities of nature never returned upon 
him till their usual time. He was firm in his friendship, and steady 
and agreeable in the manner of showing it He gave his courtiers 
all the freerlom imagjnable to contradict him, and was pleased with 
the proposal of a better expedient than his own. To conclude, he 
was a religious prince, but on this side superstition. Pray imitate 
these good qualities of his, that you may have the satisfaction of 
them at your last hour. 

XXXI. Rouse and recollect yourself, and you will perceive 
your trouble lay only in a scene of imagination ; 1 and when you 
are well awake, turn the tables, and carry the contemplation 
through life; and then the world in a dream, and the world out of 
it, will appear muchwhat the same thing. 

XXXII. My person consists of soul and body. To this latter all 
things are morally indifferent; the body being in no condition t_o 
make a distinction of this kin<l. And as to my mind, there 1s 
nothing can affect her in the quality of good or evil, her own actions 
excepted ; now these are all within her power. And o~ all her 
actions she is only concerned with the present; for what 1s past or 
to come signifies as much as nothing, and falls under no moral 
character. 2 

XXXIII. As long as the hands and feet do the work they were 
made for, they move naturally and with ease. Thus while a man 

1 The emperor seems to have made this reflection after a troublesome dream. 
2 A kind of paradox. 
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performs the functions of his species, and keeps true to his condition, 
he feels no more weight than what nature lays upon him. Now that 
which is not beside the intentions of nature caR never be a real 
misfortune. 

XXXIV. What abundance of sensual satisfaction have thieves, 
catamites, parricides, and usurpers been possessed of? We may 
guess at the quality of pleasure by its falling to the share of such 
wretches as these. 

XXXV. Do you not observe among your artificers, though they 
bear the contradiction and impertinence of the unskilful, yet they 
will not comply so far as to be talked out of their knowledge, or 
work against the rules of their trade? And is it not a scandalous 
business that an architect or a physician should have more regard 
for their profession than a man has for his? For his, I say, in 
which he has the honour of the gods for his partners. And what is 
a man's trade simply considered as a man? Why, nothing but the 
study and practice of virtue and moral philosophy. 

XXXVI. The vast continents of Europe and Asia are but corners 
of the creation. The ocean is but a drop, and Mount Athos but a 
grain in respect of the universe; and the present instant of time 
but a point to the extent of eternity. These things have all 
of them little, changeable, and transitory beings. Remember like­
wise that all things proceed from the soul of the universe, either by 
direct or consequential causality. Thus the growling deformity of 
a lion, the poison of serpents, thorns and dirt, and whatever seems 
coarse or offensive in nature, start out of something more noble, or 
belong to the entireness of her beautiful productions. Do not 
therefore suppose them insignificant and unworthy the Being you 
worship, but consider the fountain from whence all things spring. 1 

XXXVII. He that has taken a view of the present age has seen 
as much as if he had begun with the world, and gone to the end of 
it; for all things are of a kind and of a colour.2 

XXXVIII. The mutual dependence all things have, and the 
relation they stand in to each other, is worth your frequent 
observation. For all the parts of matter are in some measure 
linked together and interwoven, and for this reason have a natural 

1 Sec Ronk iii. sect. 2, Book viii. sect. 50. 
1 See Book ii. sect. 14, l.l,,ok ix. SC"Ct. 35. 
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sympathy for each other. And thus motion and the continuity of 
matter makes one body consequent and connected to another.1 

XXXIX. Bring your will to your fate, and suit your mind to your 
circumstances; and love those people heartily that it is your 
fortune to be engaged with. 

XL. Those tools and utensils are said to be right when they 
serve for the uses they were made; though in this case the artificer 
that made them is commonly absent. But in the works of nature, 
the forming power is always present with the effect, and deserves a 
particular regard. From hence you are to conclude that as long 
as you behave yourself as this sovereign power directs you, you will 
have your wishes in everything. Indeed, it is this bent of inclina­
tion which makes the gods happy, and gives satisfaction to the soul 
of the universe. 

XLI. If you suppose anything which lies out of your command 
to be good or evil, your missing the one or falling into the other 
will unavoidably make you a malcontent against the gods, and put 
you upon hating those people whom you either know or suspect 
to be instrumental in your misfortune. To be plain ; our mistake 
in this supposition and pursuing objects above our reach often 
makes us very unreasonable and unjust. But if we confine the 
notion of good and evil to things in our power, then all the 
motives to complaint and ill - nature will drop off; then we shall 
neither remonstrate against heaven nor quarrel with any mortal 
living. 

XLII. All people concur in some measure to the purposes of 
Providence, though all are not sensible of it. And thus, as I 
remember, Heraclitus observes, that those who are asleep may be 
said to help the world forward. In short, the grand design is carried 
on by different hands and different hearts too. For even he that 
complains makes head against his fate, and strives to pull the 
administration in pieces; even such a testy mortal as this is useful 
in his way. 2 Consider then how you are ranged, and whether you 
have joined the dutiful or the disaffected party. For He that 
governs the world will certainly make you good for something, and 
prove serviceable to his scheme one way or other. Have a care 
you do not serve for a foil or a jest, and make such a ridiculous 

1 This section seems to be levelled against Epicurus's hypothesis of II vacuum, 
i See Book ix. sect. 42, 
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figure in nature as that Doggril did in the play Chrysippus 
mentions. 

XLIII. Every one should keep to his post, and be contented 
with the assignments of Providence. The sun never covets the 
p,operties of a shower, nor does one god interfere with another. 
Everything is serviceable in his own station, and unresembling 
causes unite to advantage in the effect. Are not the stars different 
from each other? and yet their influences agree together upon 
sublunary productions. 

XLIV. If the gods have decreed me anything, they have decreed 
my advantage. If not, they must either be mistaken in their 
measures or unbenevolent in their design. Now, as the first part 
of this supposition is absurd, so the latter is incomprehensible. For 
to what purpose should they intend me any harm? What would 
themselves or their universe get by it? But granting they have 
made no particular provision for me, yet since their government of 
the world is not disputed, the consequence will be much the same. 
For this way my affairs will be comprehended and fall within the 
compass of their general providence, and why then should I not be 
contented with whatever happens? To put the case further. Sup­
pose the gods take .care of nothing, which, by the way, we must 
reckon a scandalous opinion, or else it will be high time to leave 
off the common solemnities of sacrificing, prayers, and religious 
swearing. If things lie thus, why all this superstitious trouble in 
these and many other instances? To what purpose should we 
behave ourselves as if we were in the very court and company of 
heaven? However, sir,ce a supposition implies nothing of reality, 
let it pass for once. If the gods therefore will take care of none of 
us, it is certainly lawful for me to take care of myself. Now it is 
my right to state the notion of my own convenience ; anJ what is 
that? Why, that is convenient for every one which suits his 
nature and his species. Now my nature has reason, sociable 
principles, and public inclination in it. Dy consequence, the 
interest of my country must be my own. Take me then under the 
particular distinction of Antoninus, and Rome is my town and 
country; but consider me as a man in general, and I belong to the 
corporation of the world. That, therefore, and only that, which is 
,erviceable to both these societies, is an advantage to me. 

XL V. Whatever happens to particulars is serviceable to the 
universe ; that thought might Ratisfy. But we can carry the reasons 
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' for acquiescence further; for, upon observation, you will perceive 
that what is profitable to one man is in some measure for the 
interest of the rest. And here I take the· word profit in the sense 
of common acceptation, and not in the language of the Stoics.1 

XLVI. You may remember at a play, or such resembling div:r­
sions, coming over and over with the same thing tires the sense 
and extinguishes the pleasure. Remove this contemplation into 
life ; for here all things come round, and bring the same causes 
and appearances along with them. How long, then, will it be before 
you are cloyed with these repetitions? 

XL VII. Consider with yourself that people of all conditions, 
professions, and countries are forced to die. Cast your eyes upon 
what sort of mortals you please, and you will find them go the way 
of all flesh. And we must take our turn too with the rest, and 
remove to the same place whither so many famous orators and 
philosophers, generals, princes, and heroes have shown us the 
way. Those great sages, Heraclitus, Pythagoras, and Socrates; 
those celebrated mathematicians, Eudoxus, Hipparchus, and Archi­
medes, had no privilege or protection against fate. Not to mention 
a great many other extraordinary geniuses, persons of industry, 
reach, and spirit; they are all gone. Even those buffoons who, 
like Menippus, were always flouting and fleering at mankind, though 
they lived in jest, they died in earnest. Remember they are all 
in their graves; and where is the harm of all this? Nay, what are 
those the worse for it that have not so much as left their own 
names behind them? In a word, there is only one thing here 
worth the minding, and that is, not to imitate the degeneracy of 
mortals, but to be true, honest, and good-natured even amongst 
knaves an~ sharpers. 

XL VIII. When you have a mind to divert your fancy, consider 
the good qualities of your acquaintance; as the enterprizing 
vigour of this man, the modesty of another, the liberality of a 
third, and so on; for there is nothing so entertaining as a lively 
image of the virtues and advantages of those we converse with. 
Let such an idea therefore be always ready and at hand. 

XLIX. You are not angry because you weigh so light in the 
scale, and do not ride forty stone. Why then should you be 

1 The Stoics esteemed nothing profitable but virtue and honesty, though al the 
same time they allow other thi11gs to be uselul. 
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dissatisfied because your life is not drawn out to an unusual an<l 
extraordinary period ? You ought to be no more covetous of 
time than you are of bulk, but be contented with the common 
allowance. 

L It is good to try to bring people to a right understanding of 
the case, but if they grow troublesome, be governed by your own 
conscience, and never ask anybody's leave to be honest. If there 
comes a force upon you, and stops your progress, disengage, and 
be easy, and make a virtue of necessity. Remember that you 
undertook the business upon the condition of its being feasible, 
and never pretended to grasp at impossibilities. What was it, then, 
you aimed at? Why, to do your best, and secure your reason. 
Right! And this may be effectually done, though the enterprize 
should happen to miscarry. 

LI. The ambitious person lodges his happiness in the fancy of 
another. The voluptuary admires at home, and keeps within the 
reach of his senses; but a man of understanding depends upon 
himself, and makes action, and not appetite, his pleasure. 

LII. We are at liberty not to misinterpret any accident, and by 
consequence may be free from disturbance. Things have no such 
power over thoughts as to make us of what judgment they please. 

Lill. Accustom yourself to attend to what is discoursed, and, 
as far as you can, get into the soul of him that speaks. 

LIV. That which is not for the interest of the whole swarm is 
not for the interest of a single bee. 

L V. If the patient rails at the doctor, or the crew at the master 
of the vessel, who will they mind, or what good is to be done upon 
them? Or, which way can either health or a good voyage be 
expected? 

L VI. How many people that came into the world with me arc 
gone out of it already? 

LVII. Honey tastes bitter to such as are troubled with an over­
flowing of the gall; and people bitten by a m:id dog are frightened 
at the sight of water; and, on the other hand, a little ball is a 
curious thing to a child. This considered; why should you be 
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angry with any one? Can you imagine that error and ignorance 
has less force upon the mind than a little ga.11 or venom upon 
the body? 

L VIII. As nobody can rob you of the privileges of your nature, 
or force you to live counter to your reason, so nothing can happen 
to you but what comes from Providence, and consists with the 
interest of the universe.1 

LIX Consider witli. yourself what sort of people your men of 
popularity must court, what scandalous submissions they are obliged 
to, and what poor returns they have for their pains. And then 
how soon death and oblivion sweep all before them. 

--o--

BOOK VII. 

I. WHAT is vice and wickedness? No rarity, you may depend on 
it. When you are in danger of being shocked, consider that the 
sight is nothing but what you have frequently seen already. To be 
brief, men and manners are generally muchwhat alike. All ages 
and histories, towns and families, are of the same complexion, and 
full of the same stories. There is nothing new to be met with, but 
all things are common and quickly over. 

II. Opinions, whether right or wrong, can never be pulled out 
of your head, unless the grounds and reasons of them are first 
removed. It is your interest, therefore, to awaken your memory, 
and refresh those notions which are serviceable and well examined. 
For the purpose ; you may say to yourself, it is in my power to 
form a right judgment upon the present emergency; and why then 
should I be disturbed at it? For nothing that does not enter my 
mind, and get within me, can hurt me. Hold to this, and you are 
safe. Come, I will tell you a way how you may live your time 
over again. Do but recollect and review what you have seen 
already, and the work is done. 

III. Gazing after triumphs and cavalcades; the diversions of the 
stage; farms well stocked with flocks and herds; contests for victory 

1 See Book v. sect. 8. 
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in the field,-these are the little pleasures and concerns of mortals. 
Would you have a further illustration, and see an image of them 
elsewhere? Fancy, then, that you saw two or three whelps quarrel­
ling about a bone ; fishes scrambling for a bait; pismires in a peck 
of troubles about the carriage of a grain of wheat ; mice frightened 
out of their wits, and scouring across the room; puppets dancing 
upon a wire, etc. And after all, though human life is but ordinary 
and trifling, a wise man must be easy and good-humoured, and not 
grow splenetic or haughty upon the contemplation; remembering, 
notwithstanding, that the true bulk and bigness of a man is to 
be measured by the size of his business and the quality of his 
inclinations. 

IV. Do not let either discourse or action pass unobserved ; 
attend to the sense and signification of the one, and to the tendency 
and design of the other. 

V. Am I sufficiently qualified for this business or not? If I 
am, I will make use of my talent, as given me by heaven for that 
purpose. If I am not, I will either let it alone, and resign it to a 
better capacity, or else I will do what I can, I will give my advice, 
and put the executing part into an abler hand ; and thus, by looking 
out for help, the juncture may be nicked, and the general interest 
secured. For whatsoever I act, either by myself or in conjunction 
with another, I am always to aim at the advantage of the 
community. 

VI. How many famous men are dropped out of history, and 
forgotten I And how many poets and panegyrists, that promised 
to keep up other people's names, have lost their own ! 

VII. Never be ashamed of assistance. Like a sentinel at the 
storming of a town, your business is to maintain your post and 
execute your orders. Now, suppose you happen to be lame at an 
assault, and c-,mnot mount the breach upon your own feet, will 
not you suffer your comrade to help you? 

VIII. Be not disturbed about the future; for if ever you come 
to it, you will have the same reason for your guide and protection 
which preserves you at present. 

IX. All parts of the universe are interwoven and tied together, 
and no one thing is foreign or unrelated to another. This general 
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connexion gives unity and ornament to the world. For the world, 
take it altogether, is but one; there is but one sort of matter to 
make it of, one God to govern it, and one law to guide it. For, 
run through the whole system of rational beings, and you will find 
reason and truth is but single and the same. And thus beings of 
the same kind, and endued with the same reason, are made happy 
by the same exercises of it. 

X. All compositions of matter fly off apace to the common stock 
and receptacle ; spirits are quickly swallowed up in the soul of the 
universe,1 and so is memory and fame in the gulf of time. 

XI. With rational beings, nature and reason is the same thing. 
By consequence, to act according to the one must be to act 
according to the other. 

XII. Either stand upright upon your own legs, or let another 
support you. 

XIII. Does continuity and connexion create sympathy and 
relation in the parts of the body? Why, resemblance and, as one 
may say, consanguinity of nature does the same thing among 
rational beings ; for though they are not tacked together b}' 
extension and union of place, they seem all made to co-operate 
with each other. This thought will be more intelligible and affect­
ing if you frequently consider yourself as a member of the rational 
system; but if you reckon yourself only a part, this relation will 
prove too weak for a principle of action. This remoter notion 
will not cherish good nature enough, nor carry it to a just 
improvement. You will not love mankind so heartily as you 
should do. Under this persuasion a generous action will never 
delight and regale you. You will do a good office merely for 
fashion and decency, but not as if it was really a kindness to 
yourself. 

XIV. Let accidents happen to such as are liable to the impression, 
and those that feel misfortune may complain of it if they please. 
As for me, let what will come, I can receive no damage by it, unless 
I think it a calamity ; and it is in my power to think it none if I 
have a mind to it. 

XV. Let people's tongues and actions be what they will, my 
1 See Book iv. sect. 14. 
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business is to keep my road, and be honest, and make the same 
speech to myself that a piece of gold or an emerald should, if they 
had sense and language. Let the world talk and take their method, 
I shall not mind it, but sparkle and shine on, and be true to my 
species and my colour. 

XVI. Does not the mind give the man the disturbance? Does 
she not bring fears and fits of the spleen upon herself? Let any 
other body try to disquiet her if they can; when they have done 
their worst, it is in her power to prevent the impression. And as 
for this small carcase, let it complain, and feel, and be frightened, 
if it know how. It is true, the soul is the seat and principle of 
thought, and by consequence, of passion and pain ; however, this 
passive capacity will do no harm, unless you throw her into 
fancies and fears about it1 For the mind is in her own nature self­
sufficient, and most aeate her wants before she can feel them.2 

This privilege makes her impregnable, and above restraint, unless 
she teases and puts fetters upon herself. 

XVII. What is happiness but wise thinking, or a mind rightly 
disposed? Why then does fancy 9 break in and disturb the scene? 
Begone ! I will have nothing to do with the impostures of imagina­
tion ! However, since they have custom to plead in their excuse, 
let them withdraw, and I will forgive them. 

XVIII. Is any one afraid of dissolution and change? I would 
gladly know what can be done without it. If the course of nature 
and the method of the universe will not reconcile us to the expecta­
tion, we are somewhat unreasonable. Pray, must not your wood 
be turned into a coal before your bath can be ready for you? Must 
not your meat be changed in your stomach, to make it fit to nourish 
you? Indeed, what part of life or convenience can go forward 
without alteration? Now, in all likelihood, a revolution in your 
carcase and condition may be as serviceable to the world in 
general as thos.: alterations above mentioned are to you. 

XIX. All particular bodies are quickly dissolved and hurried 
through the universal mass, where, at last, they incorporate, grow 
serviceable, and become a sort of limbs to the world. How many 
such eminent sages, as Chrysippus, Socrates, ancl Epictctus, have 

1 The old Stoical paradox. 1 A Stoical piece of vanity. 
3 That is a vulgar opinion concerning good and evil. Now all peo['le nre 

the vulgar with the Stoics except themselves. 



204 Conversati'on of Emperor Marcus Antont'nus: 

sunk in the gulf of time ? And the same reflection will hold 
good concerning any other person or thing whatsoever. 

XX. I am only solicitous about one thing, and that is, lest I 
should not act up to the nature and dignity of a man; lest I should 
fail in some of the circumstances of my duty, and mismanage either 
in the matter, manner, or time of doing it. 

XXI. It will not be long before you will have forgotten all the 
world; and in a little time, to be even, all the world will forget you too. 

XXII. It is the privilege of human nature above brutes to love 
those that disoblige us ; to practise with ease and inclination, you 
must consider that the offending party is of kin to you, that 
ignorance is the cause of the misbehaviour, that the will and 
the fault seldom go together, 1 that you will both of you quickly 
be in your graves; but especially consider that you have received 
no harm by the injury ; for if your reason is untouched, and your 
mind never the worse, there can be no damages done. 

XXIII. God, or the spirit of nature, works the mass of matter 
like wax. Now, for the purpose, it is a horse ; soon after you will 
have it melted down, and run into the figure of a tree; and from 
this form it is possible it may remove into the flesh and bones of a 
man, or what you please, and it is but a little while that it is fixed 
in one species. Now, a trunk feels no more pain by being knocked 
in pieces than when it was first put together. 2 

XXIV. A sour, gruff look is very unnatural, and to put it on often 
will make it settle, and destroy the beauty and pleasantness of the 
aspect to that degree that it is never to be recovered ; from whence 
you may conclude it a foolish custom. 

XXV. It is high time for those people to die that have outlived 
the sense of their own misdemeanours. 

XXVI. That Being which governs nature will quickly change 
the present face of it. One thing will be made out of another by 
frequent revolutions, and thus the world will be always coming new 
out of the mint. 

1 See this paradox further explained, sect. 3. 
2 This similit uric is brought to insinuntc the mind's independence on the body, 

which is all paradox. 
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XXVII. When any one misbehaves himself towards you, im­
mediately bethink yourself what notions he has concerning advantage 
and disadvantage ; when you have found out this, you will pity 
him, and neither be angry nor surprised at the matter. It may be, 
upon inquiry, you may find your opinions upon these points much 
the same, and then you ought to pardon him, for you would have 
done the same thing yourself upon the same occasion. But if your 
notions of good and evil are different, and more just than his, then 
your passion will yield to your good-nature, and you will easily 
bear with his ignorance. 

XXVIII. Do not let your head run upon that which is none of 
your own, but pick out some of the best of your circumstances, 
and consider how eagerly you would wish for them, were they not 
in your possession ; but then you must take care to keep your 
satisfaction within compass, for fear it should carry you too far, 
make you overvalue the object, and be disturbed at the loss of it. 

XXIX. Fortify at home, and rely upon yourself, for a rational 
mind is born to the privilege of independence ; honesty, and the 
inward quiet consequent to it, is enough, in all conscience, to 
make you happy. 

XXX. Rub out the colours of imagination ; 1 do not sutTer your 
passions to make a machine of you ; confine your care to the 
present ; 2 look through the quality, and press into the nature of 
that which happens either to yourself or another. Distinguish the 
parts of your subject, and divide them into matter and form, and 
into body and spirit,8 when they have them. Think upon your 
last hour, and do not trouble yourself about other people's faults, 
but leave them with those that must answer for them. 

XXXI. When you hear a discourse make your understanding 
keep pace with it, and reach as far as you can into those things 
which fall under your observation. 

XXXII. Would you set off your person, and recommend your­
self? Let it be done by simplicity and candour, by modesty of 
behaviour, and by indifference to external advantages. Love mankind 
and resign to Providence, for, as the poet observes, "All things arc 

1 See sect. 17. 
1 See Book iii. sect 12, and alib, 
1 See Book iv. sect. 21. 
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under law and superior direction." And what if the elements only 
had their course chalked out, and their motions prescribed them? 
But we may carry the conclusion further, for there are, at the most, 
but very few things in the world perfectly turned over to chance 
and liberty. 

XXXIII. Let death make atoms or vacuum of me, or what you 
please, it will come to this upshot at last,-it will either extinguish 
my being or translate me to another state. 

XXXIV. As for pain, if it is intolerable, the extremity will 
destroy itself and quickly despatch you. If it stays long, you will 
be big enough to grapple with it. Your mind, in the meantime, 
will save herself by the strength of thought, keep undisturbed, and 
suffer nothing.1 And for your limbs that lie under the execution, 
if they can complain and make out anything, let them do it 

XXXV. To moderate your ambition about fame, consider the 
generality of the people that are to commend and take notice of 
you, how insignificant they are, and how little in their pursuits and 
aversions! Consider also that as one heap of sand thrown upon 
another covers the first, so it happens in the business of fame, a 
new glory eclipses an old one, and the latter age is a sort of 
extinguisher to the former. 

XXXVI. A saying of Plato : 2 "He that has raised his mind to 
a due pitch of greatness, that has looked through the world from 
one end to the other, and carried his view through the whole extent 
of matter and time, do you imagine such a one will think human 
life any great business? Not at all (says the other man in the 
dialogue); what then? Will the fear of death afflict him? Far 
from it." 

XXXVII. There is a great deal of truth in that sentence of 
Antisthenes: "That it is the fate of princes to be ill spoken of for 
their good deeds." 

XXXVIII. It is a shame that a man should not be master of his 
mind as well as of his countenance; that his will should be stronger 
for his looks than for his thoughts: prescribe what air he pleases to 
the first, and let the other lie mutinous and ungovernable. 

1 The old paradox. 
• Plato, De Republic., lib. vi. 
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XXXIX. "It is to no purpose to fall out with accidents and things, 
for they do not care a farthing for it." 1 

XL "Manage yourself with that advantage, that I, and the gods 
too, may have pleasure and· satisfaction in your conduct." 2 

XLI. "Fate mows down life like corn, this mortal falls, anrl the 
other stands a while." s 

XLII. "Is my family struck out of Providence, and do the gods 
forget me? If it be so, they have reason for their neglect." 

XLIIL "Virtue and happiness is a present I can make myself." 

XLIV. "Not too much sympathy with other people's sorrow;" 4 

and keep your passions from all kinds of transport and excess. 

XL V. More of Plato's sentences : 6 "To such a one I should 
return this very reasonable answer. Hark ye, friend, you are 
mightily out if you think a man that is good for anything is either 
afraid of living or dying. No; his concern is only to bring his 
actions to the test, to secure his practice, and stand clear of knavery 
and misbehaviour." 

XLVI. Plato again : 8 "Gentlemen, in my opinion, when a man 
is satisfied with his own choice, or put into a post by his superiors, 
his business is to stand buff against danger and death, and fear 
nothing but disgrace and cowardice." 

XLVII. Plato once more: 7 "With your favour, sir, it is not 
always the part of virtue and bravery to preserve either your own 
life or your neighbour's. He that is a man in good earnest must 
not be so mean as to whine for life, and grasp intemperately at oil\ 
age ; let him le-,we this point to Providence. The women in the 
nursery can tell him that we must go when our time is come. His 
duty is to consider how he may make the most of his life, and spend 
what there is to the best advantage." 

1 Eurip. B1l/n'fl/ll. Here the emperor transcribed some sentences of the 
poets into bis commonplace book. 

1 This advice seems intended for his son Commodus. 
1 Eurip. Hypnp. I. ' Aristoph. Achorn. • Plato, At,olog. 
d dpo/o5 . 7 Plato, Gorgias. 
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XLVIII. Let the transmutation and shuffling of the elements 
be frequently the subjects of your meditation. Consider the course 
of the stars as if you were driving through the sky, and kept them 
company. Such contemplations as these brighten the soul, and 
scour off the rust contracted by conversing here below. 

XLIX. It is a handsome saying, that of Plato's: "That when 
we consider the state and condition of mankind, we should place 
our imagination upon some lofty pyramid or observatory ; and 
from thence take a prospect of the world, and look it over as it were 
at one view. Here we may see how mortals are drawn up into towns 
and armies in one place, and dispersed for husbandry in another ! 
Here are abundance of things to be seen together, marriage and 
confederacy treated by nations and families, births and burials, 
feasting and jollity at one house, and all in tears at another. Here 
they are in a mighty hurry at the bar, and there up to the ears in 
trading and merchandise. Towards the end of the prospect, it may 
be you may see a great deal of barren and unhabitable wilderness, 
with variety of barbarous people beyond it. Take it altogether, it 
is a strange medley of business, humour, and condition ; and yet if 
you consider it thoroughly, you will find the diversity and disagree­
ment of the parts contribute to the beauty of the whole." 

L. By looking back into history, and considering the fate and 
revolutions of government, you will be able to draw a guess, and 
almost prophesy upon the future. For things past, present, and 
to come, are strangely uniform and of a colour, and are commonly 
cast in the same mould. So that upon the matter, forty years of 
human life may serve for a sample of ten thousand. 

LI. "What is sprung from earth dissolves to earth again, and 
heaven-born things fly to their native seat." 1 

If the matter does not stand thus, either the atoms will be un­
twisted, or the elements scattered into insensibility. 

LII. "We feed ourselves up for long life with a great deal of care 
and expense; but alas ! fate will find us out, and when the gods 
give the sign, we must embark, though never so unwilling." 2 

LIII. Can another man ride or fence better than you? It may 
be so. But though you may fall short in your exercises, let nobody 

1 Eurip. Chrysip. ~ Eurip. 
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outdo you in virtue and behaviour. Let nobody be more liberal 
and modest, more resigned and forgiving than yourself. 

LIV. As long as a man can make use of his reason, and act in 
concert with the gods, he needs not question the event. There can 
be no grounds to suspect misfortune, provided you stick close to 
nature, and manage within the character of your condition. 

L V. It is always and everywhere in your power to resign to the 
gods, to be just to mankind, and to examine every object with that 
nicety as never to be imposed on. 

LVI. Never make any rambling inquiries after other people's 
thoughts, but look directly at the mark which nature has set you. 
Nature, I say, either that of the universe 1 or your own. The first 
leads you to submission to Providence, the latter to act as becomes 
you. Now that which is suitable to the frame and constitution of 
things is what becomes them. To be more particular ; the rest of 
the world is designed for the service of rational beings, in consequence 
of this general appointment, by which the lower order of things are 
made for the use of the more noble; and rational creatures, standing 
all upon a level, are designed for the advantage of each other. Now, 
a beneficent and sociable temper is that which human nature was 
principally intended for; the next thing designed in our being is 
to be proof against corporeal impressions. It being the peculiar 
privilege of reason to move within herself, to fortify against an 
assault, and not suffer sensation or passion to break in upon her ; 
for these are both of animal and inferior quality. But the under­
standing part claims a right to govern, and will not bend to matter 
and appetite. And good reason for it, since she was born to 
command and make use of them. The third main requisite in a 
rational being is to secure the assent from rashness and mistake. 
Let your mind but compass these points and stick to them, and 
then she is mistress of everything which belongs to her. 

LVII. We ought to spend the remainder of our life as if it 
was more than we expected, and lent us on purpose for wiser 
management. 

LVIII. Let your fate be your inclination, for there is nothing 
more reasonable and prudential 

LIX. When any accident happen9, call to mind those who have 
1 The nature of the universe is God, in the language of the Stoica. 
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formerly been under the same circumstances; how full of surprise, 
complaint, and trouble they were about the matter. And where are 
they now? They are gone, their murmuring could not make them 
immortal. To what purpose should you imitate their behaviour ; 
cannot you leave foreign humours and things to their own mis­
management and bias ? Your business is only to mind your conduct, 
and give a turn of advantage to the emergency. Now you may be 
the better for the misfortune, if you will but take care, and do 
nothing but what is warrantable; always remembering that accidents 
are indifferent in themselves, and only good or bad for us accord­
ingly as we use them. 

LX. Look inwards, and turn over your self; for you have a lasting 
mine of happiness at home, if you will but dig for it 

LXI. Take care that your motions and gestures may be grave 
and composed;· for the same air of sense and decency which the 
mind can put into the face ought to be visible through the whole 
body. But then all this must be done without the least affectation. 

LXII. The right knack of living resembles wrestling more than 
dancing, for here a man does not know his movement and his 
measures beforehand. No ; he is obliged to stand strong against 
chance, and secure himself as occasion shall offer. 

LXIII. Well! it seems you desire to be commended. But what 
sort of people are they that must do you this kindness, and how are 
their understandings furnished? Truly, if you do but consider 
the size of their sense and the disorder of their passions, you will 
pity their ignorant misbehaviour, and not care a rush for their 
approbation. 

LXIV. It is a saying of Plato's,1 that nobody misses the truth by 
their good-will. The same may be said with reference to honesty, 
sobriety, good-nature, and the like. Be particularly careful to 
remember this hint, for it will help to sweeten your temper. 

LXV. When you lie under any corporal affliction, let this 
lenitive be at hand to relieve you-that there is no scandal in 
pain, that the sovereign part of your mind is never the worse for it. 
For how can she suffer unless her essence or her benevolence were 

1 Plato charges ignornnce and vice upon the misfortunes of constitution or 
e<lucation; Plato's Timaw. 
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impaired? Besides, Epicurus's maxim will support you under most 
pains; for, as he observes, they will either be tolerable or quickly 
over. But then you must keep your notions tight, and not run into 
the common opinion about them.1 And here you must remember 
that there are many more sensations than we are aware of, which 
.belong to the nature of pain. Such as nodding when one would 
be awake, broiling in the heat of the sun, and nauseating some part 
of our diet Now, when you find yourself fret and grow disturbed 
at these things, take notice that you are caught napping, and that 
pain has got the better of you. 

LXVI. Do not return the temper of ill-natured people upon 
themselves, nor treat them as they do the rest of mankind. 

LXVII. Which way are we to conclude that Socrates was a better 
man in virtue and temper than Telauges? 9 To make out this, it is 
not enough to say that he disputed better and died bolder. The 
austerity and discipline of his life, his bravery in slighting the orders 
of the thirty tyrants, and refusing to apprehend an innocent person,8 

the gravity and greatness in his mien and motion (though the truth 
of this last particular may be questioned) ; all this glitter will not 
IJ)ake the character shine out To prove the point, we must 
examine what sort of soul Socrates carried about him. Could he 
be contented with the conscience of an honest and a pious man ? 
Did he not fret and fume to no purpose at the knavery and wicked­
ness of the age? Was he governed by nobody's ignorance? Did 
he never question the equity of Providence, grow surprised at his 
hard fortune, and sink under the weight of it? To conclude, did 
he keep pain and pleasure at a due distance, and not dip his soul 
too deep in his senses? These marks are the only test of a great 
man, and it is to no purpose to pretend to that character without 
them. 

LXVIII. Nature bas not ~ought your compos1t1on so close as 
to destroy the i,roperties of matter and spirit. No; the mind is in 
a condition to distinguish her faculties, to set out her jurisdiction, 
and do her own business herself. And now I think of it, lodge this 
always in your memory, that a man may be a first-rate in virtue and 
true value, and yet be very obscure at the same time. You may 
likewise observe that happiness lies in a little room ; granting your 
talent will not reach very far into logic and natural philosophy. This 

1 See Book viii. sect. 49. 1 A philosopher or slender character. 
3 One Salominius, a man of fortune. 
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cannot hinder the freedom and greatness of your mind, nor deprive 
you of the blessings o·f sobriety, beneficence, and resignation. 

LXIX. You may live with all the freedom and satisfaction 
imaginable, though the whole world should bawl against you and 
cry you down; nay, though a brace of lions should quarter upon 
your carcase and tear you limb from limb. For, pray, how can 
anything of this reach up to your mind and ruffle her serenity? 1 

How can it prevent your passing a right judgrnent upon your 
circumstances, and making the best use of them? And thus your 
reason may repel the attack, and argue thus against the object of 
terror. "Look ye! you are not so fierce as you are painted; 
nature has made you one thing, and common mistake another. To 
be plain, I expected to engage you, and now you are come, I will 
turn you to some account or other ; for it is my way to make 
everything serve for something." In short, you may work any 
accident into an instance of virtue, into a performance of some 
duty, either to God or man. By consequence, we need not be 
surprised or overset by any rencounter. For to take things rightly, 
there is nothing new in them or difficult to deal with. • 

LXX. He that is come to the top of wisdom and practice spends 
every day as if it were his last, and is never guilty of over-driving, 
sluggishness, or insincerity. 

LXXI. Though the gods are immortal, and have their patience 
tried through so many ages, yet they not only bear with a wicked 
world, but provide liberally for it into the bargain. And are you 
that are just going off the staf(e sick of the company? Are you 
tired with ill men already, and yet one of those unhappy mortals 
yourself? 

LXXII. It is great folly to run f~om other people's faults, and 
not part with your own. This is going quite the wrong way to 
work, grasping at a project impracticable, and losing an advantage 
which lies in your power. 

LXXIII. Whatever business tends neither to the improvement 
of your reason nor the benefit of society, conclude it beneath you, 
and manage accordingly. 

LXXIV. When you have done a kindness, and your neighbour 
1 The old paradox. 



A Discourse with Himself. 213 

is the better for it, what need you be so ignorant as to look any 
farther, and lie gaping for reputation and requital? 

LXXV. Nobody is ever tired with favours and advantages. 
Now, to act in conformity to the laws of nature and reason is 
certainly an advantage. Do not you therefore grow weary of doing 
good offices; for by obliging others, you are really kind to yourself. 

LXXVI. There was a time when God and nature was employed 
in making the world. So that now all events must either be con­
sequences of decree, and result from the first measures, or else the 
soul of the universe 1 failed in the execution of her principal design. 
Now the absurdity of this latter supposition will go a great way 
towards the making a man easy. 

--o-

BOOK VIII. 

I. To keep you modest and mortified to vain glory, remember that 
it has not been your good fortune to spend your life wholly in the 
pursuit of virtue and wisdom. Your friends and yourself too are 
sufficiently acquainted how much you fall short of philosophy; 
and though merit and character are sometimes parted, yet the bare 
report of being a philosopher is no easy matter for you to compass. 
You are unqualified by your station, and too much emb;massed, for 
this privilege. However, since you know how to come at the thing, 
never be concerned about missing the credit of it. Ile satisfied, 
therefore, and for the rest of your life let your own rational nature 
direct you. Mind then what she would be at, and let nothing 
foreign disturb you. You are very sensible how much you have 
rambled after happiness, and failed. Neither learning, nor wealth, 
nor fame, nor pleasure, could ever help you to it. Which way is it 
to be had, then? By acting up to the height of human nature. 
And how shall a man do this? Why, by getting ::i. right set of 
principles for thoughts and practice. And what principles arc 
those? Such as state and distinguish good and evil; such as give 
us to understand that there is nothing properly good for a man but 
what promotes the virtues of justice, temperance, fortitude, and 

1 God. 
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benevolence ; nor anything bad for him but that which carries him 
off to the contrary vices. 

II. At every action and enterprise ask yourself this question, 
What will the consequence of this be to me? Am I not likely to 
repent of it? I shall be dead in a little time, and then all is over 
with me. If the present undertaking is but suitable to an intelligent 
and sociable being, and one that has the honour to live by the same 
rule, and reason with God himself; if the case stands thus, all is 
well, and to what purpose should you look any farther ? 

III. Alexander, Julius Caesar, and Pompey, what were they in 
comparison of Diogenes, Heraclitus, and Socrates? These philo­
sophers looked through cause, matter, and consequence, and 
understood the nature and use of things. This was noble furniture 
for a man's head and happiness ; but as for those great princes, 
what a load of cares were they pestered with, and how much slaves 
to their ambition ! 

IV. Never disturb yourself, for people will be untoward, and 
play the same pranks over again, though you should fret your 
heart out. 

V. In the first place, keep yourself easy, for all things are 
governed by the laws and order of Providence; besides, you will 
quickly go the way of all flesh, as Augustus, Adrian, and the rest 
of the emperors have done before you. Farther, examine the 
matter to the bottom, and remember that the top of your business 
is to be a good man. Therefore, whatever the dignity of human 
nature requires of you, set about it presently without ifs or ands; 
and speak always according to your conscience, but let it be done 
in the terms of good-nature and civility. 

VI. It is the method of Providence to change the face of things, 
and remove fortune and success from one place to another. All 
conditions are subject to revolution, so that you need not be afraid 
of unusual treatment; for you stand upon no worse ground than 
the rest of the world, and will only have your share of the common 
fate. • 

VII. Every being is at ease when the powers of it move regularly 
and without interruption. Now a rational being is in this prosperous 
condition when her judgment is gained by nothing but truth and 
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evidence ; when her designs are all meant for the advantage of 
society; when her desires and aversions are confined to objects 
within her power; when she rests satisfied with the distributions of 
Providence ; for which she has great reason, in regard she is part of 
it herself,1 and with as much propriety as a leaf belongs to the 
nature of the tree which bears it ; only with this difference, that a 
leaf is part of nature, without sense or reason, and liable to be 
checked in its operations; whereas a man is a limb, as it were, of 
an intelligent, righteous, and irresistible being,-a being that is all 
wisdom, and assigns matter and form, time, force, and fortune to 
everything in due measure and proportion. And this you will 
easily perceive, if you do not stop short in your speculation and 
make a lame inquiry, but compare the whole of one thing with 
the whole of another. 

VIII. You have no leisure to read books; what then? You 
have leisure not to be haughty or play the knave. It is in your 
power to be superior to your senses, and paramount over pleasure 
and pain ; to be deaf to the charms of ambition, and look down 
upon fame and glory. It is in your power not only to forbear being 
angry with people for their folly and ingratitude, but over and 
above to cherish their interest and take care of them. 

IX. Never censure a court life, nor seem dissatisfied with your 
own. 

X. Repentance is a reproof of a man's conscience for the neglect 
of some advantages. Now, whatever is morally good is profitable, 
and ought to be the concern of a man of probity; but no good 
man was ever inwardly troubled for the omission of any pleasure, 
or the baulking of his senses. From whence it follows that pleasure, 
strictly speaking, is neither profitable nor good. 

XI. To go to the bottom of a thing, these things should be 
answered, What i, it in its proper nature and distinction? Of what 
sort of matter and form does it consist? What share of force and 
action has it in the world? And how long is it likely to stay there? 

XII. When you find yourself sleepy in a morning, remember Lhal 
business and doing service to the world is to act up to nature and 
live like a man; whereas sleeping does but degrade you for Lhe 
time, and bring you down to a beast. Now those actions which 

1 The Stoics believed the soul a part of Go<l. 
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fall in with the design and properties of nature are more suitable 
and serviceable, and upon a custom more pleasant than others. 

XIII. Upon every new idea let it be your constant custom to 
make use of your talent in physics, metaphysics, and morality, and 
examine the object in the respective inquiries of those sciences, 

XIV. When you are about to converse with any person, make 
this short speech to yourself: How does this man's definition 
stand affected? What notions has he about good and evil? Nay, 
if his understanding is so misled, if he has such unfortunate opinions 
concerning pleasure and pain and the causes of them ; if his fancy 
or his fears are misapplied, or over-proportioned with respect to 
reputation or ignominy, to life or death; if the case stands thus 
with him, I do not wonder at his practice, for indeed it is next to 
impossible he should do otherwise. 

XV. Would it not be an odd instance of surprise to stare at a 
fig-tree for bearing figs? Why then should it seem strange to us 
for the world to act like itself, and produce things pursuant to 
quality and kind? This is just as foolish as it would be for a 
physician to wonder at a fever, or a master of a vessel at a cross 
blast of wind. 

XVI. To retract or mend a fault at the admonition of a friend, 
hurts your credit or liberty no more than if you had grown wiser 
upon your own thought; for it is still your own judgment and 
temper which makes you see your mistake and willing to retrieve it. 

XVII. If what is done displeases you, why do you do it, if it is 
in your power to let it alone? But if you cannot help it, who do 
you complain of? The atoms or the gods? 1 Either way is dis­
traction, and therefore we must murmur against nothing. If you 
can mend the matter, go about it; if you cannot, what are you 
the better for grumbling? Now a man should never do anything 
to no purpose. 

XVIII. Whatever drops out of life is caught up somewhere, for 
the world loses nothing.2 Within this circumference of corporeity 
all things have their several forms and revolutions ; and here it is, 

1 That is, chance or Providence, for the world must be governed by one of 
them. 

~ Th~l is, nothing is annihilated. 
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likewise, that they return into element and first principle, under 
which notion those of the world and your own are the very same ; 1 

and all these last changes are made without the least repining. 
And why, then, should the same matter that lies quiet in an element 
grumble in a man? 

XIX. Providence does not grant force and faculties at random, 
but everything is made for some end. The sun, as high as it is, 
bas its business assigned, and so have the celestial deities. 2 And 
where is the wonder of all this? But pray what were you made 
for? For your pleasure? Common sense will not bear so scandalous 
an answer. 

'xx. Nature 3 pre-ordains the end of everything, no less than its 
beginning and continuance; as he that strikes a ball designs whither 
it should go, as well as which way. And what is the ball the better 
all this while for mounting, or the worse for flying lower and coming 
to the ground ? What does a bubble get in the swelling, or lose in 
the breaking? The same may be said o( a candle, which is every 
jot as happy out as burning. 

XXI. Tum your carcase the wrong side outwards, and be proud 
if you can; and to improve your thought, consider what a beauty, 
age, diseases, and death will make of you ; and, to keep you low 
in your computations upon fame, consider that both the orator and 
the hero, the men and the merit, will quickly go off and be out of 
sight; that the earth is but a point, and that we live but in a corner 
of this little dimension ; that men differ in their notions of honour 
and esteem ; and that even the same person is not of the same 
opinion long together. 

XXII. Mind that which lies before you, whether it be thought, 
word, or action. You are well enough served 4 for postponing 
your improvement, and making virtue wait for you till to-morrow. 

XXIII. Am I about anything? I will do it with regard to the 
interest of mankind. Does anything happen to me extraordinary? 

1 All bodies are made of the same matter. 
1 The emperor mCIUIS the stars which the ht!athen and some Christians too 

believed to be animated; an<l that a spirit or intelligence was scaled in the 
centre, and ~ovemed the motions of the luminary. 

3 Or Providence. 
• Here the emperor refers to some disappointment. 
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I will receive it as the appointment of fate and the distribution of 
heaven. 

XXIV. Think a little, and tell me what you meet with in the 
business of bathing. There is oil, and sweat, and dirtiness, and 
water, but an offensive mixture, take it altogether. Why, life and 
satisfaction is made up of much such indifferent stuff, but coarse, if 
you examine it to the bottom. 

XXV. Lucilla buried Verus,1 and followed him soon after; 
Secunda did the same office for Maximus, and survived but a 
little while. And thus it fared with Epitynchanus and Diotimus, 
with Antoninus and Faustina,2 with Celer 8 and the Emperor 
Adrianus; they assisted at one funeral, and quickly made another 
themselves. Thus poor mortals moulder away! Where are those 
men of reach and prognostication? and the other haughty fantastical 
sparks? They made a great noise and figure formerly, but what is 
become of them now? Where are those celebrated philosophers, 
Charax, Eudremon, Demetrius the Platonist, and others of their 
learning and character? Alas ! they took but a turn in the world, 
and are gone long since. Some of them have sunk to-rights, and 
left no memory behind them ; the history of others is overcast 
and dwindled into fables ; and a third sort have decayed farther, 
and dropped even out of a romance. Your business is therefore to 
remember, that after death your body will fall in pieces and fly off 
into atoms; and as for your spirit, that will either be extinguished 
or removed into another station. 

XXVI. Pleasure and satisfaction consist in following the bent 
of nature, and doing the things we were made for. And which way 
is this to be compassed? By the practice of general kindness, by 
neglecting the importunity and clamour of our senses, by distin­
guishing appearance from truth, and by contemplating the nature 
and works of the Almigbly. All this is acting according to kind, 
and keeping the faculties in the right channel. 

XXVII. Every man has three relations to acquit himself in ; his 
body helps to make one, the Deity another, and his neighbours a third. 

1 LucilJa was our emperor's daughter, and married to Verus, who was his 
partner in the empire. 

2 Antoninus Pius's empress. . . 
3 An orator, or rhetoric master to our emperor and his collea~e Lucius 

Vcrus. 
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XXVIII. If pain is an affliction, it must affect either the body or 
the mind. If the body is hurt, let it say so.1 As for the soul, she 
can secure the passes, and keep the enemy at a distance; it is in 
her power to be invulnerable, by supposing the accident no evil ; 
which supposition is very practicable; for judgment and appetite, 
aversion and desire, and all the equipage of thought, are lodged 
within, and there no mischief can come at them.ll 

XXIX. Discharge common prejudice and the fallacies of fancy, 
by saying thus to yourself: It is in my power to be as easy and as 
innocent as it is possible; to have nothing of vice, of appetite or dis­
turbance in me. I am likewise in a condition to state the value 
and distinguish the quality of things, and make use of them accord­
ingly. These are all privileges of nature, and ought to be remem­
bered as such. 

XXX. When you speak in the senate, or elsewhere, mind decency 
and character more than rhetoric, and let your discourse be always 
sincere and agree with your meaning. 

XXXI. Augustus's court is buried long since. His empress and 
daughter, his grandchildren and sons-in-law, his sister and Agrippa, 
his relations and domestics, physicians and under-sacrificers, his 
favourites, such as Arius the philosopher and Mrecenas, they are 
all gone. 

Go on from single persons to families ; that of the Pompeys, for 
instance, and you will find the whole line extinct. "This man was 
the last of his house" is not uncommon upon a monument. How 
solicitous were the ancestors of such people about an heir; and yet 
the family must of necessity sink, and the blood fail at one time or 
other. • 

XXXII. Govern your life altogether by measures and rules ; and 
if every action goes its due lengths, and holds up to opportunity, 
rest contented. Now, no mortal can hinder you from putting your 
affairs in this condition. But may not some obstacle without 
interpose? No, not so far as to prevent your acting like a man of 
probity and prudence. For all that my motions may be checked, 
and my design baulked It is no matter for that, as long as you arc 
easy under the obstruction, and pass on smoothly to what comes 

1 See Book vii. ~eel. 16. 
1 The ul<l paradox. 
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next ; this behaviour is as good as going thorough, and serves your 
improvement as well as success. 

XXXIII. As to the case of good fortune, take it without pride, 
and resign without reluctance. 

XXXIV. If you have observed a hand or a foot cut off and 
removed from the body, just such a thing is that man to his power, 
who is either a malcontent or over-selfish, who struggles against 
fate, or breaks off from the interest of mankind.1 This untoward 
behaviour amounts to amputation, and destroys the union of nature. 
But here lies the good luck of the case; it is in your power to 
retrieve the maim, and set the limb on again. This favour is 
allowed to no other part of the creation. Consider then the par­
ticular bounty of God Almighty to man in this privilege. He has 
set him above the necessity of breaking off from nature and Pro­
vidence at all; but supposing his miscarriage, it is in his power to 
rejoin the body, and grow together again, and recover the advantage 
of being the same member he was at first. 

XXXV. Whence come all the powers and prerogatives of rational 
beings? From the soul of the universe. 2 Amongst other faculties, 
they have this which I am going to mention. For as God overrules 
all mutinous accidents, brings them under the Jaws of fate, and makes 
them serviceable to his purpose, so it is thepowerof man to make some­
thing out of every cross adventure, and turn all opposition to advantage. 

XXXVI. Do not take your whole life into your head at a time, 
nor burden yourself with the weight of the future, nor form an 
image of all probable misfortunes ; this method will but confound 
you. On the contrary, your way is, upon every emergency to put 
this question to yourself, What intolerable circumstances are there in 
all this? For here your honour will secure you, you will be ashamed 
to assign particulars, and confess yourself conquered. Besides, you 
are to remember that neither what is past nor what is to come 
needs afflict you, for you have only to deal with the present N_ow 
this is strangely lessened if you take it single and by itself. Chide 
your fancy, therefore, if it offers to shrink for a moment, and grow 
faint under so slender a trial. 

XXXVII. Do Panthea and Pergamus still wait at the tomb of 
1 See Book ii, sect, 16, Book iii. sect. 8, and alib. 
1 God, 
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Verus, or Chabrias and Diotimus at that of Adrian? 1 That would 
be stuff indeed. An<l what if they were there, would those princes 
be sensible of the service ? Granting they were, what satisfaction 
would it be to them ? And suppose they were pleased, would these 
waiters last always and be immortal? Are they not doomed to age 
and death with the rest of mankind? And when they are dead, 
what a pickle would the royal ghosts be in for want of their attend­
ance ! Alas ! these fancies have nothing in them ; all this cere­
mony must end at last in stench and dust. 

XXXVIII. If you are so discerning, says the philosopher, make 
use of your talent to some purpose, and let your subject be propor­
tionable to your parts. 

XXXIX. I find no moral virtue which contradicts and combats 
justice ; this cannot be affirmed of pleasure, for here temperance 
comes in with a restraint 

XL. It is opinion which gives being to misfortune; do not fancy 
yourself hurt, and nothing can touch you. But what, is this you? 
Is it not some notional superfine thing? No, it is your reason. 
But I am not so lucky as to be all reason. Make yourself 
so, then, and do not let reason degenerate and grow uneasy. 
In short, when anything troubles you, let this thought be your 
remedy. 

XLI. To be checked in the functions of sense, and motion, and 
desire, is an evil to the animal life. That which hinders the growth 
or flourishing of a vegetable may be said .to be an evil there; so 
likewise to be cramped in the faculties of the mind is an evil to an 
intelligent nature. Apply all this to yourself. Does pleasure or pain 
solicit or attack you ? Tum them over to your senses, and let them 
answer for it. Does anything lie across your undertaking? Why, 
if you were positive and peremptory about it, and set your heart 
upon it, then the disappointment is really an evil. llut if you 
engaged only uvon condition the nail would drive, and with a 
reserve for accidents, then no manner of hindrance or harm has 
happened to you. Indeed, no mortal can lay the soul by the heels, 
or put a restraint upon her. The mind, if she will but arm her 
thoughts and exert her courage, is impregnable; and neither fire 
nor sword, tongue nor tyrant, can touch her. 

1 Princes used to have some 0£ their friend, or dome11ica sit conalantly at their 
lomb1 for 10me time 11fter they were dead, 
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XLII. Why should I fret and vex that never willingly vexed any­
body ? 1 Certainly I can have no reason to be more unkind to 
myself than to other people. 

XLIII. Every man has his particular gust and inclination ; 
but my pleasure lies in wise thinking and reasonable desires. Give 
me a sound and a sober understanding; a temper that never falls 
out either with men or accidents, that takes all things with good 
humour, computes rightly upon their value, and puts them to the 
uses they are fit for. 

XLIV. Make the best of your time while you have it. Those 
who are so solicitous about fame, and think of living here after they 
are dead; such men, I say, never consider that the world will not 
mend by growing older ; that future generations will be as weak 
and disobliging as the present. What then can the noise or 
opinions of such little mortals signify? 

XL V. Toss me into what climate or state you please; for all that 
I will keep my genius 2 in good humour; that is, my own conscience, 
if it is good, shall make me happy. Let me but perform the duties 
of a reasonable nature, and I will ask no more. What ! is this 
misadventure big enough to ruffle my mind and throw her off the 
hinges? to make her mean, craving, and servile, and to fright 
her from the privileges of her nature? What is there that can 
justify such disorders, and make satisfaction for them? 

XL VI. No accident can happen to any man but what is conse­
quent to his condition, and common to his kind. And the same 
thing may be affirmed of a beast, a tree, or a stone. Now, ii 
things fare no otherwise than according to kind and constitution, 
what makes you complain and grow uneasy? You may be assured 
Providence will never lay you in the way of an intolerable evil, nor 
make your being your grievance. 

XLVII. If externals put you into the spleen, take notice that it 
is not the thing which disturbs you, but your notion about it, 
which notion you may dismiss if you please. But if the con~it\on 
of your mind disgusts you, who should hinder you from rectifym~ 
your mistakes, and setting your thoughts in order? Farther, 1f 

1 The emperor seems here to be under the sense of some ingratitude and ill­
usa;:c extraordinary. 

~ Or soul. 
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you are disturbed because you are not active and bold in the 
discharge of your duty ; if this be your case, your way is to fall on, 
and do something, and not lie growling at your own omission. But 
you are under some insuperable difficulty. If you have done your 
utmost, never vex yourself about the matter; for you have nothing 
to answer for. It may be you will say, It is not worth my while to 
live unless this business can be effected. Why, then, even die, but 
take your leave handsomely; go off as smoothly as if you had 
succeeded, and be not angry with those that disappointed yolL 

XL VIII. The mind is invincible when she exerts herself and 
relies upon her own courage. In this case there is no forcing her 
will, though she has nothing but obstinacy for her defence. What 
then must her strength be, when she is fortified with reason, and 
engages upon thought and deliberation? A soul unembarrassed 
with passion 1 is the most impregnable security; hither we may 
retire and defy our enemies. He that sees not this advantage 
must be ignorant, and he that forgets to use it, unhappy. 

XLIX. Do not add to your information from without, nor make 
more of things than your senses report. For instance, you are 
told that such a one has spoken ill of you. Right ; but that you are 
really the worse for it is no part of the news; and if you think so, it 
is your own addition. Again ; I see my child lie sick. True; but 
that he is in danger is more than I see, and therefore if I conclude 
so I must thank myself for it. Thus always stop at the first 
representation, and you are safe. Inferences and supplemental 
fancies do but make a man unhappy. Bµt if you will reason upon 
it (which may not be unserviceable) do it the right way. Do it like 
a man that has looked through the world, and is no stranger to 
anything that can happen. 

I- Does your cucumber taste bitter? Let it alone. Are there 
brambles in your way? Avoid them, then. Thus far you are well. 
But then do not ask, What does the world with such stuff as this is? 
This is to be too bold and impertinent, and a natural philosopher 
would laugh at you. This expostulation is just as wise as it would 
be to find fault with a carpenter for having sawdust, or a tailor 
shreds in his shop; they know where to bestow them, though you 
do not. Nay, if you examine farther, the absurdity is too big for the 
comparison. For universal nature has no place for refuse out of 
herself. All things are lodged within her circumference. Here it 

1 Thnt has nothing of hope or fear or aversion or desire to weaken it. 
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is that they grow old and moulder, and seem good for nothing. 
But then under all these disadvantages the wonder of her con­
trivance is such that she melts them down, and recoins them in 
another figure, and sends them new and shining from the mint 
And thus she neither wants any foreign ore or by-place to throw 
the dross in, but is always abundantly furnished with room, and 
matter, and art within herself. 

LI. Be not heavy in business, nor disturbed in conversation, 
nor rambling and impertinent in your thoughts. Keep your mind 
from running adrift, from sudden surprise and transports, and do not 
overset yourself with too much employment Do they curse you? 
Do they threaten to kill and quarter you? Let them go on. They 
can never murder your reason or your virtue. Those privileges run 
for life if you please. All this barbarity signifies little. It is much 
as if a man that stands by a lovely spring should fall a-railing at it. 
The water is never the worse for his foul language; and if he 
should throw in dirt and dung, it would quickly disappear and 
disperse, and the fountain be as wholesome as ever. Which way 
now are you to go to work, to keep your springs always running, 
and never stagnate into a pool? I will tell you. You must be always 
drudging at the virtues of freedom and independence, of sincerity, 
sobriety, and good-nature. Make yourself but master of these 
qualities, and your business is done. 

LII. He that is unacquainted with the origin and first cause of 
the world, and with that Providence that governs it, must be at a 
Joss to know where he is, and what empire he lives under. And he 
that cannot tell the ends he was made for, is ignorant both of him­
self and the world too. And he that is uninstructed in either of 
these two points, will never be able to look into the design of his 
being. And yet there are abundance of people that would be 
puzzled at these questions. What do you thir'lk then of his discre­
tion that is anxious about what is said of him, and values either 
the praise or the censure of those little folks that know neither 
where they are nor who? 

LIii. Nothing can be more vain than the courting of popular 
applause. What ! are you so ambitious of a man's good word that 
it may be in an hour's time shall curse himself to the pit of hell_? 
Are you so fond of being in their favour that cannot keep in their 
own? Striving to please those people that cannot please them­
selves is to no manner of purpose. And how can they be said to 
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please themselves who are dissatisfied with their conduct at every 
turn, and repent of almost everything they do ? 

LIV. Let your soul receive the Deity as your blood does the air, 
for the influences of the one are no less vital than the other. This 
correspondence is very practicable. For there is an ambient 
omnipresent spirit, which lies as open and pervious to your mind, 
as the air you breathe does to your lungs. But then you must 
remember to be disposed to draw it. 

LV. Wickedness is no substance or separate being, and therefore 
one would think it should be no necessary nuisance. It subsists 
only in particular subjects, and here it does no harm to anything 
that is foreign. It is only a plague to the breast it lies in, and does 
nobody any mischief, but him that may be rid of it whenever he 
pleases. 

LVI. My thoughts and my will are as much my own as my 
constitution, and no more concerned in the conduct of another 
man, than my blood is in the beating of another body's pulse. For 
though we are born for the service of each other, yet our liberty is 
independent, and our souls all left to ourselves. Otherwise my 
neighbour's miscarriage might be my misfortune. But God has 
prevented this consequence, lest it should be in another's power to 
make me unhappy. 

L VII. The sun is diffused and bestows himself everywhere, but 
this seeming expense never exhausts him. The reason is, because 
he is stretched like a thread, and not poured out like a liquor. 
And thus his beams have their name from extcnsion.1 As for the 
properties and philosophy of a ray, you may observe them, if you 
please to let it into a dark room through a narrow passage. Here 
you will see it move in a right line till it is broken and as it were 
divided in reflection, by having its progress stopped upon a solid 
body. And here the light makes a stand, without dropping or 
sliding off. Thus you should let your sense shine out upon 
conversation. There is no fear of emptying your understanding. 
And when you meet with opposition, never tilt and batter against 
it, nor yet drop your talent in despair. No; let your beams spread 
themselves, and play on, and enlighten where they find a capacity. 
And as for that body that will not transmit the light, it does but 
darken itself by its resistance. 

1 ·A .. .-~ ... from "E_..,.,;,,..,,,.,, as the emperor will have it, 

H 
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LVIII. He that dreads death, is either afraid that his senses 
will be extinguished, or altered. Now if the powers are lost, the 
pain _must be so too, for if ~e has no faculties, he will have no feeling. 
But 1f he has new perceptions, and another set of senses, he will be 
another creature, and then he will live still, as I take it. 

LIX. Men are born to be serviceable to one another therefore 
either reform the world, or bear with it. ' 

LX. Understanding does not always drive onward like an arrow. 
The mind sometimes, by making a halt, and going round for 
advic~, hits the mark much better than if she had let fly directly 
upon 1t. 

LXI. Look nicely into_ the thoughts of other people, and give 
them the same freedom with your own. 

--o-

BOOK IX. 

I. To play the knave is to rebel against religion, all sort of injustice 
is no less than high treason against heaven. For since the nature 
or soul of the universe 1 has made rational creatures for mutual 
service and support; made them that they should assist and oblige 
each other, according to the regards of circumstance and merit, but 
never to anybody any harm. The case standing thus, he that 
crosses upon this design, is profane in his contradiction and 
outrages the most ancient Deity. For the nature of the universe is 
the cause of it, and that which gives it being. Thus all things are 
one family, suited, and as it were of kin to each other. This nature 
is also styled truth, as being the basis of first principles and 
certainty. He, therefore, that tells a lie knowingly, is an irreligious 
wretch, for by deceiving his neighbour, he is unjust to him, and 
cheats him of the truth to which he has a natural right. And he 
that is guilty of an untruth out of ignorance, is liable to the same 
charge (though not in the same degree), because his ignorance is 
voluntary and affected ; because he dissents from the mind of 
providence, brings disorder into the world, and opposes the first 
settlement of nature. He seems to be fond of confusions to declare 

1 God. 
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for the interest of error, and take the field against certainty and 
science. By neglecting the assistances of heaven, and the talent he 
was born to; he has parted with the guide of his understanding, 
lost the test of truth, and the distinction of right and wrong. 
Further, he that reckons prosperity and pleasure among things 
really good, pain and hardship amongst things really evil, can be no 
pious person. For such a man will be sure to complain of the 
administrations of providence, charge it with mismatching fortune 
and merit, and misapplying rewards and punishments. He will 
often see ill people furnished with materials for pleasure, and 
regaled with the relish of it, and good men harassed and 
depressed, and meeting with nothing but misfortune. To go on : 
he that is afraid of pain or affliction, will be afraid of something 
that will always be in the world, but to be thus uneasy at the 
appointments of providence, is a failure in reverence and respect. 
On the other hand : he that is violent in the pursuit of pleasure, 
will not stick to tum villain for the purchase. And is not this plainly 
an ungracious and an ungodly humour? To set the matter right, 
where the allowance of God is equally clear, as it is with regard to 
prosperity and adversity, for had He not approved both these con­
ditions, He would never have made them. I say, where the good 
liking of heaven is equally clear, ours ought to be so too. Because 
we ought to follow the guidance of nature, and the sense of the 
Deity. That man therefore that does not comply with providence 
in the same indifference of notion, with respect to pleasure and pain, 
life and death, honour and infamy; he that does not this with­
out struggling of passions, without unmanageable preference or 
aversion, is no friend to the divine economy; his thoughts are 
lewd and mutinous, and so would his actions be too, if he had 
power. 

By saying that Universal Nature, or God, stands equally affected 
to these different dispensations, the meaning is, that they are both 
comprehended in the general scheme, and equally consequent to 
the first establishment. They were decreed by the Almighty from 
the beginning, and struck out with the lines of the creation. Then 
it was that the plan of providence was drawn, and the fate of 
futurity determined. Then nature was made prolific, and enabled 
to bring forth in due time. Then the whole stock of beings, the 
revolutions of fortune, and the successions of time, were all stated 
and set a going. 

II. He is better bred, and more a gentleman, that takes leave of 
the world without a blot in his scutcheon, and has nothing of false-
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hood and dissimulation, of luxury or pride, to tarnish his character. 
But when a man is once dipped in these vices, the next best thing is 
for him to quit, rather than live on and be an old sinner. I suppose 
you understand the plague too well not to run away from it And 
what is the plague? Why, if you are a knave or a libertine, you 
have the tokens upon you. The infection of the mind is ten times 
worse than that of the air ; the malignity is not near so fatal in the 
blood as in the will, for the brute only suffers in the first case, but 
the man in the other. 

III. Do not contemn death, but take it handsomely and willingly; 
look upon it as part of the product of nature, and one of those things 
which Providence has been pleased to order. For as youth and 
age, growth and declension, down and grey hairs, pregnancy and 
birth, etc., are all natural actions, consequences of time, and 
incidents of life ; so also is dying and dissolution every jot as much 
according to common course as the rest. A wise man therefore 
must neither run giddily, nor stalk haughtily into his grave; he 
must look upon death as nature's business, and wait her leisure, as 
he does for the progress and maturity of other 1 things : for as you 
don't overdrive a fc:etus, but let it take its own time, and come into 
the world when it is ready, so you should stay in the other case, 
till opportunity presents, and things are ripe, and your soul drops 
out of the husk of her own accord. But if you stand in need of a 
vulgar remedy, and want a cordial to make dying go down the 
better, you shall have it. Consider then what sort of world and 
what sort of humours you will be rid of! It is true you are not to 
fall foul upon mankind, but to treat them with kindness and temper; 
but still you may remember that you do not live among people just 
of your own mind and fancy. Indeed if your humours hit it, and 
your understandings were all set to the same tune, s~ch an 
unanimity amongst mortals might reasonably recommend hfe, and 
make us loath to part with it ; but you perceive the matter is quite 
otherways, and that vast disturbances are bred by different opinions, 
insomur.h that now we ought rather to petition death to make haste, 
for fear we should be teased out of our reason, and lose our best 
thoughts in a crowd. 

IV. He that commits a fault abroad is a trespasser at home, and 
he that injures his neighbour hurts himself, for to make himself an 
ill man is a shrewd mischief. 

I Here the emperor seem11 to contradict his Stoical opinion of the h1wfulness of 
&<::lf•murJer. 
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V. Omissions no less than commissions, are oftentimes branches 
of injustice. 

VI. If your judgment pronounces rightly, if your actions are 
friendly and well-meant, if your mind is contented and resigned to 
Providence ; if you are in possession of these blessings, you are 
happy enough in all conscience. 

VII. Do not be imposed on by appearances; check your fancy, 
and moderate your heat, and keep your reason always in her own 
power. 

VIII. The souls of brutes are all of one kind, and so are those 
of rational beings, though of a high order. And thus all living 
creatures that have occasion for air, and earth, and light, are 
furnished at the same shop, and have the same elements and sun 
at their service.I 

IX. Things of the same common quality have a tendency to their 
kind. Earthy bodies tumble to the ground, one drop of moisture 
runs after another; and thus air, where it is predominant, presses 
after air, and nothing but force and violence can keep these things 
asunder. Fire likewise mounts, and reaches upwards, to make 
after its own element above. This property gives it a disposition 
to propagate its species, and join other fires here below, and for this 
reason it catches easily upon all fuel a little more dry than ordinary, 
because here the qualities opposite to ascension are weak and 
disabled. Thus all beings which partake of the same common 
thought and understanding, have a natural instinct for correspond­
ence with their own kind, only with this difference, that the higher 
anything stands in the scale of being, the stronger it is inclined to 
communication with its own order and distinction. To illustrate 
the argument, we find the force of nature and blood very active 
amongst brute animals, as appears by their running together in 
herds and swarms according to kind ; by their providing for their 
young ones, and by that resemblance of love and affection, which 
is carried on among them. These animals have a soul in them; 
by consequence their principle of union is more vigorous than in 
stocks and stones. To go on to reasonable creatures, and here we 
may observe mankind united by public councils and common­
wealths, by particular friendships and families; and when war has 

1 This section proves that mankind are all equal in the grand privilcccs of 
nature. 
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worked them to the greatest misunderstanding, they have even then 
the benefit of corresponding by truce and articles. Farther, to 
instance in a higher order, the stars,1 though not neighbours in 
situation, move by concert. Thus where things are more noble, 
and nature rises, sympathy rises too, and operates at a distance. 
But here lies the misery of it. Mankind are strangely unfortunate 
with the privilege of their reason ! They are the only beings 
which break through the force of instinct, and would make the 
alliances of nature signify nothing. But though they run from 
their kind, they are caught again in some measure. For you shall 
sooner see a piece of earth refuse to lie by its own element, than 
find any man so perfectly unsociable, as not to correspond with 
somebody or other. 

X. Everything affords some product; God, and men, and the 
world, all of them bear fruit in their proper seasons; it is true, use 
has restrained this signification to vines and trees ; but this custom 
apart, reason may properly enough be said to bear, when it is 
serviceable both at home and to the public, especially if we 
consider that the fruit of the understanding keeps close to its kind, 
and resembles the stock more fully than that which grows in the 
garden. 

XI. Give an injurious person good advice, and reform him if you 
can. If not, remember that your clemency and temper were given 
you for this trial; that the goqs are so patient and benign, as to 
pass by the perverseness of men, and sometimes to assist them over 
and above in their health, fame, and fortune. Just thus may you do 
if you please ; if not, let me know the impediment. 

XII. Do not drudge like a galley slave, nor do business in such 
a laborious manner, as if you had a mind to be pitied, or wondered 
at. Let your motives be more solid, af!d either put on, or make a 
halt, as public reason and convenience shall direct you. 

XIII. To-day I rushed clear out of all misfortune, or rather I 
threw misfortune from me; for, to speak truth, it was no outlier, 
nor ever any farther off than my own fancy. 

XIV. All things are the same over again, and nothing but what 
has been served up to our forefathers; they are stale upon experiment, 
momentary in their lasting, and coarse in their matter. 

I The emperor supposed the stars animated by a deity. 
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XV. Things or accidents stand without doors, and keep their 
distance, and neither know, nor report any things about themselves; 
what is it then that pronounces upon their quality, and makes them 
look frightfully? Nothing but your own fancy and opinion.1 

XVI. As virtue and vice consist in action, and not in the 
impressions of the senses; so it is not what they feel, but what they 
do, which makes mankind either happy or miserable.2 

XVII. It is all one to a stone whether it is thrown upwards or 
downwards; the mounting or sinking of the motion does. not make 
the thing one jot the better or the woJSe.8 

XVIII. Examine the size of people's sense and the condition 
of their understandings, and you will never be fond of popularity, 
or afraid of censure. 

XIX. All things are in a perpetual flux, and a sort of consump­
tion; you yourself are so, and the whole world keeps you company. 

XX. Do not disturb yourself about the irregularities of other 
people, but let everybody's fault lie at their own doors. 

XXI. The intermission of action, and a stop in appetite and 
thought, are a kind of death upon the faculties for the present ; and 
yet there is no harm in it Go on now to the different periods of 
life, and here you will find infancy, youth, manhood, and old age 
treading upon the heels of each other ; and the first as it were cut 
down, and despatched by the latter. And where lies the damage 
and terror of all this? Proceed to your grandfather's time, and to 
that of your father and mother, and run over as much ground 
in changes, decay and death, as you please; and when you 
have done, ask yourself what great grievance there is in the 
contemplation. And when you find nothing extraordinary, yOL, 
may conclude that ending and alteration will fit no harder upon 
your life than upon those before you. 

XXII. Make a stand for thought and inquiry, and survey your 
own mind, that of the universe,4 ,ind that of the person who has 
disobliged you: your own, that you may keep it honest; God 
Almighty's, that you may know who you arc part of, and to whom 

1 See Book iv. sect. 39 and alib. 
1 See Book viii. sect. 20. 

~ See Ilook vi. sccl. 5 I. 
'Goel, 
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you belong; the offender's, that you may discover whether his 
fault was ignorance or malice : and here you should likewise 
remember, that you are of kin to him. 

XXIII. As you are a member of society yourself, so every action 
of yours should tend to the benefit and improvement of it. So 
that when you do anything which has neither immediate nor remote 
reference to general advantage, you make a breach in the common 
interest, destroy the unity of public life, and are as really guilty of 
a seditious behaviour, as a malcontent that embroils a nation, and 
draws off a faction from the government. 

XXIV. The business of mankind is strangely trifling and transient; 
things are so hollow, and so quickly hurried off, that the world looks 
somewhat like a scene of necromancy, and seems to be more 
apparition than real life.1 

XXV. Penetrate the quality of forms, and take a view of them, 
abstracted from their matter; and when you have done this, com­
pute the common period of their duration.2 

XXVI. You have been a great sufferer for rambling from a life of 
reason, and for not being contented with doing what you were made 
for. 

XXVII. When people treat you ill, blame your conduct, or 
report anything to your disadvantage; shoot yourself into the very 
soul of them ; rummage their understanding~, and see how their 
heads are furnished. A thorough inquiry into this matter will set 
you at rest. You will be fully convinced that the opinion of such 
mortals is not worth one troublesome thought. However, you must 
be kind to them, for nature has made them your relations. Besides, 
the gods s give them all sort of countenance, advertise them by 
dreams and prophecy, and help them to those things they have a 
mind to. 

XXVIII. This uncertain world is always rolling, and turning 
things topsy-turvy. Now the soul of the universe 4 either pursues 
the course of time, descends to p:uticulars, and exerts itself upon 
every effect, or else matter and motion were put into such order at 

1 Sec Book v. sect. 33. ·, Sec Book iv. 21, and vii. 29, and xii. 18. 
3 Whose pattern ought to be followed. • God. 
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first, that things should do of themselves, and work up the model by 
necessary consequence. Take it either way, and the administration 
will lie in the same hands; and that is sufficient to make you quiet. 
But if neither of these hypotheses will satisfy, you must set 
Epicurus's atoms at the helm, and make them justle out a world 
in the dark. In a word, if God governs, all is well; but if things are 
left to themselves and set adrift, do not you ramble and float after 
them. To conclude; we shall quickly be all under ground ; and 
ere long the earth itself must be changed into something else, 
and that something into another form, and so on in 1il}inilu111. Now 
he that considers these everlasting alterations, this constant tossing 
and tumbling, and how fast revolutions succeed each other; he that 
considers this, I say, will have but a mean opinion of what the 
world can afford. 

XXIX. Nature runs rapid like a torrent, and sweeps all things.1 

What wretched statesmen are those counterfeits in virtue and 
philosophy ! 1 Hark you, friend, no more hypocrisy and grimace, 
no prudential knavery, no clashing between politics and morals ! 
Come, let honesty be served first; do what God requires of you, 
and trust for the issue and event. Fall on them as occasion offers, 
and never look about for company and commendation. However, 
I would not have you expet:t Plato's commonwealth. That draught 
is too fine, and your morals will never rise up to it. As the world 
goes, a moderate reformation is a great point, and therefore rest 
contented. If we can but govern people's hands, we must let their 
hearts and their heads go free. To cure them all of their folly and 
ill principles is impracticable. And yet, unless you can change 
their opinions, their subjection will be all force and dissembling. 
But you will say, were not Alexander, Philip, and Demetrius 
Phalereus under the rules of these pretended philosophers? and 
what a noble figure d:) they make in history ! Granting all that, I 
have a question or two to ask them. Had they a right notion of 
the laws of nati.:re, and were they just and generous in good earnest? 
If their virtues were all show and varnish, I desire to be excused 
the imitation. Philosophy is a modest profession ; it is all reality 
and plain dealing. I hate solemnity and pretence with nothing but 
pride at the bottom. 

XXX. Fly your fancy into the clouds, and from this imaginary 
1 See Books ii., xvii., vii., xix., and alib. 
1 Tbil eectioD ii levellerl ag:i.iiu;t the knavery of the Sophists, who pretended 

to the politic,. 
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height, take a view of mortals here below. What strange medley of 
management, what confusion of prospect is here ! What infinite 
variety in religion, government, and fortune ! Go on with the 
speculation, stretch your thoughts over time and nature, and look 
upon things in the different aspects of the past and the present; 
consider how the world withers and wears off; that the ages before 
were unacquainted with you, and so will many of those that come 
after ; that neither your power nor your fame reaches far among 
the barbarians; how many are there that never heard of your name, 
how many that will quickly forget you, and how many that admire 
you now, will censure you afterwards ! In short, memory and fame, 
and all those things which are commonly so much valued, are no 
better than toys and amusements. 

XXXI. Be always easy and upright; let fortitude guard without 
and honesty within; keep your mind and your motions true to the 
interest of mankind, for then you know your faculties are in the 
right posture that nature has set them. 

XXXII. The greatest part of your trouble lies in your fancy, and 
therefore you may disengage yourself when you please. I will tell 
you which way you may move much more freely, and give ease 
and elbow-room to your mind. Take the whole world into your 
contemplation, and the little time you are to live in it. Consider 
how fast the scenes are shifted, and how near the end of all things 
lies to their beginning! But then the extent of duration in which 
we are nothing concerned I The ages before our birth and after 
our death are both infinite and unmeasurable. 

XXXIII. Whatever makes a figure now, will quickly decay and 
disappear. And those that gaze upon the ruins of time will be 
buried under them. And then the longest and the shortest liver 
will be both in the same condition. 

XXXIV. If you would walk within people, and discover their 
intentions, and look through their ceremony and respect, you must 
strain for observation; and strip them to the soul if you can. Such 
a narrow inquiry will, among other things, bring a great deal of 
vanity to light; yes, mortals are very full of themselves; when they 
commend or censure, do you a good or ill turn, they arc strangely 
conceited of the performance. 

XXXV. The dissolution of forms is no loss in the mass of matter. 
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Things are changed this way, it is true, but they do not perish. 
Providence, by which all things are well contrived, delights in these 
alterations; they have always had their range in the world, and 
always will have. What then? Will you blame the conduct of the 
first cause? Were all things made, and must they always be out of 
order ? What ! are there so many gods in being, and none able to 
conquer and correct this evil ? And is nature indeed condemned 
to an everlasting misfortune ? 

XXXVI. The materials of bodies, if you examine· them, are 
strangely coarse. Those that are animated have little in them but 
water, and dust, and bones, and something that is offensive. And 
then if you go to metals, minerals, etc., marble is no more than a 
callous excrescence, nor gold and silver any better than the dregs 
and sediment of the earth. Fine clothes are nothing but hair 
twisted together, and smeared with the blood of a little fish. 1 

And thus I might proceed further. And as for spirits, they are 
somewhat of kin to the rest, and are chased from one figure to 
another. 2 

XXXVII. Come, you have lived long enough, unless you could 
make more of iL Here is nothing but grumbling and apishness to 
be met with. What makes you disturbed? What can you be 
surprised at? What has happened to you worse than you had 
reason to expect? Does form or matter, body or spirit, make you 
uneasy? Look into them, and you may probably be relieved. 
Now, for your comfort, these two are nature's all, and there is no 
third thing to molest you. It is high time therefore to interpret the 
gods rightly, and throw off your chagrin against heaven. 

XXXVIII. Three years' time to peruse nature and look over 
the world is as good as a hundred.8 

XXXIX. If sach a man has done amiss, the mischief is to himself; 
and it may be, if you inquire, he is not neither. 

XL. Either all things are ordered by an intelligent being, who 
makes the world but one family (and if so, why should a part, or 
single member, complain of that which is designed for the bend1t 

1 This made the purple dye. 
~ The Stoics held the soul a composition of lire an<l nir, an<l hy consc<jucncc it 

must be corruptible. 
3 Sec Book iii. sect. 7, Book vi. sect. 23. 
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of the whole?), or else we are under the misrule of atoms and con­
fusion. Now, take the case which way you please, there is e:ther 
no reason or no remedy for complaint; and therefore it is to no 
purpose to be uneasy. 

XLI. I hope you understand your mind better than to kill and 
bury it, and make it little enough for the coarse functions and fate 
of the body. 

XLII. Either the gods have power to assist us, or they have not; 
if they have not, what does praying to them signify? If they have, 
why do not you rather pray that they would discharge your desires 
than satisfy them ; and rather set you above the passion of fear 
than keep away the thing you are afraid of? For if the gods can 
help us, no doubt they can help us to be wiser. But it may be, 
you will say, they have furnished me sufficiently for these matters. 
Why then do not you make use of your talent and act like a man of 
spirit, and not run cringing and creeping after that which is out of 
your reach ? But then who told you that the gods do not assist us 
in things which we might possibly compass by ourselves? Let me 
prescribe the matter of your devotions. For instance : This man 
prays that he may gain such a woman, it may be to debauch her; 
but do you rather pray that you may have no such inclination. 
Another invokes the gods to set him free from a troublesome 
superior; but let it be your petition that your mind may never put 
you upon such a wish. A third is mighty devout to prevent the 
loss of his son; but I would have you pray rather against the fear 
of losing him. Let this be the rule for your devotions, and see if 
the event does not answer. 

XLIII. When I was sick, says Epicurus, I did ·not discourse the 
company about my diseases, or the torment I was troubled with. 
No; my system of natural philosophy was part of my subject; and 
my main concern was, that my mind might not give way to my body, 
nor grow uneasy under pain. I made no great business of a 
recovery, nor gave any handle to the doctors to brag of their pro­
fession, but held on with fortitude and indifferency. Thus he. And 
when you are sick, or under any other disadvantage, cannot you 
behave yourself in this manner? It is practicable to all persuasions 
in philosophy to stand their ground against all accidents, and not 
to fall into the weaknesses and folly of the ignorant. We must 
always be prepared for the present, mind the thing before us, and 
the tools too with which we arc to work. 
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XLIV. When you are shocked by any man's impudence, put this 
question to yourself, Is it possible for such impudent people not to 
be in the world? No indeed.1 Why then do you wish for an 
impossibility? For this lewd, ill-behaved fellow is one of those 
necessary rascals that the world cannot dispense with. This 
reflection will furnish you with patience for a knave or any other 
ill body. For when you consider that there is no living without 
this sort of cattle, you will treat them with more temper upon 
occasion. And to fortify you further, you will find that nature has 
armed you at all points, sent an antidote against every disease, and 
provided you some virtue or other against all sort of vice and 
immorality. For the purpose, if you have to do with a troublesome 
blockhead, you have meekness and temper for your guard, and so 
of the rest It is likewise in your power to inform the man better 
and set him right ; for every one that does an ill action is really out 
of his way, and misses his mark, though he may not know it. 
Besides, what harm have you received? If you examine the case 
you will find none of these provoking mortals have done your mind 
any damages. Now that is the only place in which you are capable ol 
being hurt. Pray, where is the wonder if an ignorant fellow has done 
like himself? If you expected other things from him, you are much 
to blame. His want of sense or principles might make you conclude 
upon his misbehaviour, and yet when that which was most likely 
has happened, you seem surprised at it. Further, when you 
complain of a notorious knave, you are still more to blame ; for 
though his honesty might have been a disappointment, falsehood 
ought to be none. And what could make you believe he would 
baulk his custom and fancy for your sake? To go on, you have 
done a kindness to such a person, and because he makes no return 
you grow peevish and satirical upon him. In earnest, this is a sign 
that you had a mercenary view, and that you were but a huckster 
in the mask of a friend; for otherwise you would have been 
satisfied with a generous action, and mack virtue her own reward. 
To argue the point a little: You have obliged a man ; it is very 
well. What would you have more? Is not the consciousness of 
doing a good office a sufficient consideration? You have humoured 
your own nature, and acted upon your constitution : and must you 
still have something over and above? This is just as if an eye or a 
foot should demand a salary for their service, and not sec a pin or 
move a step without something for their pains. For as these organs 
are contrived for particular functions, which when they perform 

1 The Stoics fancied vice neccs<;ary to the bcin1.: of virtue. Viti. A 11110/. 

Gatak. 
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they pursue their nature, and attain their perfection ; so man is made 
to be kind and oblige, and his faculties are ordered accordingly. 
And therefore when he does a good office, and proves serviceable 
to the world, he follows the bent and answers the end of his being ; 
and when he does so, he moves smoothly, and is always in the best 
condition. 

--o-

BOOK X. 

I. 0 MY soul I Are you ever to be rightly good, uncompounded 
and uniform, unmasked and made more visible to yourself than the 
body that hangs about you ? Are you ever likely to relish good 
nature and general kindness as you ought ? Will you ever be fully 
satisfied, get above want and wishing, and never desire to fetch 
your pleasure out of anything foreign, either living or inanimate? 
Not desiring, I say, either time for longer enjoyment, nor place for 
elbow-room, nor climate for good air, nor the music of good com­
pany? Can you abstract yourself thus from the world, and take 
your leave of all mortals, and be contented with your present 
condition, let it be what it will? And be persuaded that you are 
fully furnished ; that all things will do well with you, for the gods 
are at the head of the administration; and they will approve o 
nothing but what is for the best, and tends to the security and 
advantage of that good, righteous,. beautiful, and perfect animal,1 

which generates and supports all things, and keeps those things 
which decay from running out of compass, that other resembling 
beings may be made out of them. In a word, are you ever likely 
to be so happily qualified, as to converse with the gods and men in 
such a manner as neither to complain of them nor be condemned 
by them? 

II. Examine what your nature requires, as if you had no other 
law to govern you : and when you have looked into her inclinations, 
never baulk them, unless your animal nature or the interest of your 
body are likely to be worse for it. Then you are to examine what 
your animal nature or the interest of your senses demands: and 
here you may indulge your appetite as far as you please, provided 
your rational nature does not suffer by the liberty. Now your 

l The world, or God. See Book iv. sect. 40, Book v. sect. 8. 
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rational nature admits of nothing but what is serviceable to the rest 
of mankind : keep to these rules, and you will have no need of 
rambling for further instruction. 

Ill Whatever happens, you have no reason to take it ill, for 
either you have strength to bear it, or you have not; if you have, 
exert your nature, and never murmur at the matter : but if the 
weight is too heavy for you, it will crush your senses, and then you 
won't feel it And here you are to remember that to think a thing 
tolerable is the way to make it so : now, to think it necessary is the 
way to think it tolerable. Press it but strongly from the topics of 
interest or duty, and you will go through. 

IV. Is any one mistaken? Undeceive him civilly, and show him 
his oversight ; but if you cannot convince him, blame your own 
management, though it is possible you may not always deserve 
it. 

V. Whatever happens to you, was pre-ordained your lot, and that 
chain of causes which constitutes fate, tied your person and the 
event together from all eternity. 

VI. Either atoms and chance, or nature,1 are uppermost : now 
I am for the latter part of the disjunction, and lay it down for a 
ground in the first place, that I am part of that whole which is all 
under nature's government. Secondly, I am in some measure 
related to those beings which are of my own order and species. 
These points being agreed, I shall apply them : insomuch then as I 
am a part of the universe, I shall never be displeased with the 
general appointment : for that can never be prejudicial to the parts 
\thich is serviceable to the whole; neither is the universe clogged 
with any incumbrance, for the nature of no being is an enemy to 
itself. But the world :i has this advantage above other particular 
beings, that there is nothing to limit or overrule it; no foreign 
power to force it upon unfriendly productions. Since therefore I 
am a member of so magnificent a bocly, and belong to such an 
uncontrollable sovereignty, I shall freely acquiesce in whatever 
happens to me. Further, inasmuch as I have a particular relation 
to my own species, I will never do anything against common right 
or the interest of society. On the other hand, I shall make it my 
business to oblige mankind, lay out my whole life for the advantage 
of the public, and forbear all sort of liberty which has a temkncy 

1 God. • Or God. 
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to the contrary. And by holding to this conduct I shall be happy 
of course; as that burgher must needs be who is always plodding 
for the benefit of his corporation, and perfectly satisfied with that 
interest and station the government shall assign him. 

VIL Whatever lies within the compass of the universe, must of 
necessity corrupt and decay; by corruption I mean only alteration. 
Now if this be an evil, it is a necessary one; by consequence the 
whole of nature must be in a bad condition, by having the parts so 
slenderly put together, and so very much disposed to moulder and 
drop in pieces. And if the case stands thus, nature must either 
design unkindness to herself, by making the parts of her own body 
subject to an unavoidable misfortune, or else she huddled up things 
in the dark without foreseeing what would become of them : but 
both these suppositions are highly improbable. Now if any man 
has a mind to leave nature or the first cause out of the scheme, and 
affirm that things follow the make and tendency of their constitu­
tion ; he that affirms this does but expose himself by granting, in 
the first place, that the parts of the universe are made for alteration: 
and then falls a wondering and growling at decay and revolution, as 
if such accidents were unnatural and extraordinary; especially since 
things do but return whence they came, and fall back no further 
than their first principles. For upon the dissolution of particular 
bodies, either the elements are scattered at large, or else they march 
straight to their head-quarters; and that which is solid turns to 
earth, and the particles of air join their own element : and thus they 
are received into the main body of the universe; the universe, I 
say, which will either be destroyed by fire, after a certain period, or 
else be renewed by perpetual vicissitudes. To return; I would not 
have you think that those particles of earth or air, which you have now 
in your constitution, are the same with those you brought into the 
world with you. Do not mistake ; your body has been made ov~r 
and over since that time. The matter which now belongs to you 1s 
as it were but of yesterday's growth; though you have lived so Ion~ 
in the world, your carcase is but a young one, for you have taken 1t 
all in at your mouth but somewhat lately; and therefore, when you 
perceive it wear off, you need not be so much troubled at the loss; 
for the alterations in your body do not rob you of the flesh and 
blood you had from your mother, but only of some fresher recruits 
of no long standing. But suppose you had still the same body you 
were born with, what would you do with it without the benefit 
of change? Without a new supply of matter, which must alter 
the case, nourishment and growth are perfectly impracticable: 
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besides, death cannot be far off, and then both new matter 
and old must take their leave and be swept to their respective 
elements.1 

VIII. When you have given yourself the titles of a man of 
modesty and good (Jature, of truth and prudence, of resignation and 
magnanimity, take care that your practice answers up to your 
character ; and if your distinctions and your life do not agree, if 
any of these glorious names are lost in your mismanagement, 
recover them as soon as you can. Remembering withal, that 
prudence implies consideration, care, and comprehensive inquiry : 
that to be unanimous 2 or resigned, signifies a cheerful compliance 
with the allotments of providence. That magnanimity imports an 
elevation of soul, a noble contempt of pleasure and pain, of glory 
and death ; and all those things which people are either fond or 
afraid of. Now if you can earn the honour of this style, and 
neither fly out of the compass of the character, nor yet desire it 
from other folks, you will be quite another man, and steer a quite 
different course from what you do at present. And indeed it is 
high time to begin : for to desire to go on at this rate, to be 
polluted with appetite and harassed with passion any longer, is a 
senseless and a scandalous wish. It resembles the meanness of 
those µoor wretches in the amphitheatre, who when they are half 
devoured,3 and have nothing but wounds left them, beg notwith­
standing to bt: respited till the morrow ; though they know them­
selves only reserved for the same teeth that tore them before. Act 
up then to these few names of credit, and work them into the soul 
of you. And if you find your virtue big enough for the practice, 
stand your ground, and think yourself transported to the Fortunate 
Islands.4 But if you are overmatched, and begin to give way, and 
perceive your station and impediment, even knock off, and retire 
where you may manage better. And if this will not do, you may give 
life the slip; but then let there be nothing of passion or hurry in 
the manner. Walk gravely and handsomely into the other world; 
and thus the last :.tction of your life will be the only one worth the 
owning. And to remember those good qualities above mentioned 
the more effectually, you should consider that imitation is the most 
acceptable part of worship, and that the gods had much rather 
mankind should resemble than flatter them : that operation is the 
right proof of nature; that trees are distinguished by their frnit, 
dogs by the qualities proper to their kind; and thus it holds with 

1 D'Acier. 2 T-,{,/1.'PP"· 
• By lions and other beasts of prey. • Th~ Paradise of the heathen■. 
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men too, who ought to quit that name, unless they can answer the 
idea, and make out their claim by their actions. 

IX. Unless you are very careful, this campaigning, tempestuous 
life you are engaged in, the liberties of your court, your own 
laziness, and the flattery of your subjects, will.constantly be doing 
you disservice, wear out the noble impressions of philosophy, and 
make your study of nature insignificant. How then are you to 
manage upon all occasions? In such a manner as to omit neither 
business nor thinking. To be modest in the consciousness of your 
improvement, but not so far as to undervalue your knowledge, and 
keep it out of sight. When you are thus well skilled, both in 
theory and practice, then your virtues will regale you, and you will 
relish the advantage of philosophy. Then you will be able to 
understand the bottom of everything; to pronounce upon its nature, 
the ingredients it was made of, and the weight it has in the world ; 
to calculate its continuance, who are likely to be affected with it, 
and what powers they are which can both give, and take it away. 

X. A spider when she has caught a fly thinks she has done, 
some great matter, and so does a sportsman when he has run down 
a hare, and a fisherman too when he has overreached a sprat or a 
gudgeon. Some others must kill a boar or a bear before they can 
grow conceited ; and a fourth sort value themselves extremely upon 
their hunting the Sarmatian moss-troopers. Though it may be, in 
this last case, if you go to the definition of robbing, the one are as 
much thieves as the other. 

XI. Sit closely to the study of physics, that you may observe the 
steps, and learn the history of nature, and trace the progress of 
bodies from one form and species to another: contemplate often 
upon this subject, for there is nothing contributes so much to 
greatness of mind, as a thorough insight into these matters. 1 ~e 
that is rightly affected with this speculation, has in a_ manner la1,d 
his body aside and all that belongs to 1t. He considers that this 
world will quickly be over with him, that he must take his leave of 
mankind, and remove into another condition. In consequence of 
these thoughts, he is all justice and resignation.2 And as for what 
people think or talk of him, or practise against him, he neve! minds 
it. He has but two points to secure, that is, to be honest m what 
he does, and contented with what he receives. 8 As for other 

1 See Book iii. sect. 11. 
8 From fate. 

~ That is, to Prov i<ltnce, 
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projects and fancies, he has done with them. His business is only 
to live by reason, and to follow that path whidi nature has 
chalked out for him, for in so doing he has the deity for his 
guide. 

XII. What need you be anxious about the event, when you may 
examine the enterprise, and debate the reasonableness of it? If 
you find it practicable and proper, go on, and let nothing divert 
you : but if you cannot see through it, make a halt, and take the 
best advice upon the case. And if your measures happen to be 
broken by some new emergency, make the most of what is in your 
power and always stick to the point of honesty; for after all, that 
is the best stake in the hedge: for, though the· grand design may 
not succeed, yet when it is fairly undertaken, and well managed, it 
makes one easy under the miscarriage. Reason and justice are 
pleasant companions; and those that keep to them are always 
satisfied, and in good humour. 

XIII. When you are first awake you may put this question : 
whether another man's virtue will signify anything to the doing your 
business? No, unless you help yourself, another man's mind will 
no more improve you, than another man's mouth will nourish you. 
This thought may do you service in a morning, and help to make 
the day more significant And, now I think on it, do not forget 
what sort of men those are which value themselves so much upon 
the good or ill character they give their neighbours; one would 
imagine by their bragging they could govern the world with their 
tongues, and talk people into what condition they had a mind to. 
But then these mighty men of satire and panegyric, how scandal­
ously do they live ! How are they overgrown with luxury and 
lew,jness I How foolish are their fancies, and how unreasonable 
their fears I How much truth do they murder with their pratings; 
and how often do they steal from an honest man, to make a knave 
look the better! But after all they have the worst of it, by abusing 
that reason whid. might have served them to· so many excellent 
purposes. 

XIV. He that considers that nature 1 has the disposal of all 
things, will address her in this language of respect: "Give me what 
you please, and take what you please away. I am contented." 
This is the strain of a man bred to sobriety and good principles. 
And though the expression may be extraordinary, there is not the 

1 God. 
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least tincture of vanity in it, but it proceeds wholly from obedience 
and satisfaction. 

XV. Your time is almost over, therefore live as if you were re­
tired in the country. Place signifies nothing; virtue and philosophy 
will thrive everywhere, provided you mind your business. Never 
run into a hole and shun company. No, let the world have the 
benefit of a good example, and look upon an honest man ; and if 
they do not like him, let them knock him on the head; for it is 
much better he were served so, than to live at their rate of 
disorder. 

XVI. Notion without practice is impertinence; spend no more 
time then in stating the qualifications of a man of virtue, but 
endeavour to get them. 

XVII. Take the whole bulk of matter, and all the extent of time 
frequently into your thoughts: and then consider that all particular 
bodies are but a grain in the proportion of substance, and but the 
turning of a wimble in respect of time. 

XVIII. Do not suffer the appearances of things to dazzle your 
sight and deceive you. Examine them closely, and you will find 
them ready to decay and tumble. And that all things are made a~ 
it were to be unmade again. 

XIX. Consider what an humble figure the biggest people make 
when they are eating, sleeping, and doing the other coarse work of 
nature, to which they are all condemned ! But then when they are 
in their altitudes, in their pomp, or in their passion, strutting or 
mauling their inferiors; you would take them for another sort of 
creatures, and that they fancy themselves more than mortal men ! 
And yet how many little masters did they lately cringe to ! how 
mean was their service and their salary I and what a sorry condition 
will they come to in a short time! 1 

XX. That's best for every man which God sends him ; and the 
time of His sending too is always a circumstance of advantage. 

XXI. The earth as the poet has it, 2 "loves the refreshment of a 
' d • " shower, and the clouds when they are loaden, love to sen 1t. 

And the world loves to execute the decrees of fate; and therefore 
1 Either by misfortune or death. ~ Eurip. 
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say I to the world,1 your inclinations and mine shall always be the 
same. 

XXII. Either you will take the benefit of custom, and keep to 
your old course of life, or you will step farther into the world, as 
your fancy shall lead you, or else death will give you your quietus 
est; one of these cases must happen, therefore be not discouraged. 

XXIII. Take it for a rule, that philosophy is everywhere 
practicable ; and that there is no such great matter in retirement. 
A man may be wise and sedate in a crowd as well as in a desert, 
and keep the noise of the world from getting within him. In this 
case, as Plato observes, 9 "the walls of a town and the enclosure of a 
sheepfold may be made the same thing." 

XXIV. How does my mind stand affected? What condition is 
my understanding in? And to what uses do I put it? Does not 
thought and reason run low with me? Am I not grown selfish, 
and broken loose from the general interest? Is not my soul as it 
were melted into my senses, and perfectly governed by them ? 

XXV. He that runs away from his master is a fugitive; now the 
laws is every man's master, and therefore he that transgresses it is 
a deserter. And under this character we may range all those that 
are dissatisfied with the administration of the world; angry at what 
is past, and uneasy about the future. For these people, were it in 
their power, would set aside that justice which gives every one his 
due, and break through the orders of providence. 

XXVI. The formation of the fretus is a great subject for con­
templation. The first principles of life are extremely slender and 
mysterious ; and yet nature works them up into a strange increase 
of bulk, diversity, and proportion. And after the birth is over, the 
infant is supported by throwing a little nourishment down the 
throat on it. And here the force and conduct of the operation is 
extraordinary. For what can be more surprising than to see such 
wonderful effects from so unpromising a cause? To sec growth 
and motion, and strength and beauty; all the functions and force 
and ornament of the creature sprout out of a little pap or gruel? 
These things though they are wrought in the dark, ancl we cannot 
trace them with our senses, no more than we can the causes of 
gravitation; for all this, our understandings may reach a great way, 

1 Or Providence. 2 Plato, J'/,ralel. 3 The law of nature, or God. 
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and discover the miracles of Providence, though not the manner of 
their performance. 

XXVII. You will do well to remember that the world is just as 
it was formerly, and will go on at the same rate when you are dead 
and gone. If you either dip into history, or recollect your .own 
memory, you will perceive the scenes of life strangely uniform, and 
nothing but the old plays revived. Take a view of the courts of 
Adrian, Antoninus Pius, of Philip of Macedon or Crresus; and 
you will find the grimace and entertainment the same, only the 
actors are different. 

XXVIII. He that struggles with his fortune and makes an 
affliction on it, is much like a hog that kicks and cries out when 
his throat is cutting: and he that mourns privately over himself 
when he is sick, is not much better. We should consider that we 
are tied to the chains of fate, that all accidents are inevitable, that 
none but rational creatures have the privilege of moving freely, and 
making necessity a choice. All other things are forced onward, and 
dragged along to their doom. 

XXIX. Consider the satisfactions of life singly, and examine 
them as they come up; and then ask yourself, if death is such a 
terrible bugbear in taking them from you? 1 

XXX. When anybody's misbehaviour disturbs you, dismiss the 
image of the injury, and bethink yourself whether you have not 
been guilty of the same fault. For instance, whether you have not 
over-valued money, or pleasure, or fame, or the like. Such re­
flections will quickly make you cool, and come to a temper; 
especially if you consider the offender was not altogether his own 
man, but under the force of some untoward passion or other. You 
would do well therefore, if you can, to step in to the rescue, and 
free him from the cause of his disorder. 

XXXI. When you consider Satyrion the Socratist, think u~on 
Eutiches or Hymen; 2 and when you remember Euphrates, thmk 
upon Eutychion or Sylvanus; and when Alciphron comes into Y?ur 
head, carry your thoughts to Tropreophorus; and when you are musmg 

1 See Book xii. sect. 31. 
0 The first proper name throughout this enumeration denotes a philosopher 

that lived before the emperor•~ time, the others, those who were his con­
temporaries. 
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upon Xenophon or Crito, let Severus come into the contempla­
tion; and when you make yourself the subject of your meditations, 
bring some of the emperors your predecessors into your company; 
and thus set the dead and the living of the same character and 
profession always one against another, then ask the question, 
Where are those men that made such a figure formerly? The 
answer will be, they are nowhere, or at least nowhere that I know 
ot: Thus you will be strongly convinced that men are but smoke 
and bubbles ; they vanish as they rise, and break soon after the 
swelling, and this impression will go the deeper, if you consider that 
what is once perished and sunk, will never come up again exactly.1 

As for your share of time; it is but a moment in comparison ; why 
then cannot you manage that little handsomely, and be satisfied? 
What a noble opportunity of improvement do you run away from? 
For what are all the revolutions of nature, and the accidents of life, 
but trials of skill and exercises of reason ? A wise man that has 
looked through the causes of things, makes but a diversion of them. 
Go on then with the theory and practice of philosophy, till you 
have digested the subject and conquered the difficulty; for I would 
have you be like a strong stomach, that masters all sort of diet, and 
makes nourishment of it; or, if you please, like a fire well kindled, 
which catches upon everything you throw in, and turns it into flame 
and brightness. 

XXXII. Put it out of the power of truth to give you an ill 
character ; and if anybody reports you not to be an honest or a 
good man, let your practice give him the lie. This is all very 
feasible; for pray who can hinder you from being just, sincere, and 
good-natured, if you have a mind to it? To make all sure, you 
should resolve to live no longer than you can live honestly; for, in 
earnest, you had much better be nothing than a knave. 

XXXIII. What is it which is most proper to be said or done 
upon the present occasion? That question I confess is pertinent, 
but, let it be what it will, I am sure it is in your power to come up 
to it, and therefore never pretend it impracticable. You will never 
leave grumbling and growling till you have brought your fancy to 
your philosophy; till you can practise virtue with a gust, and make 
your duty your pleasure. And why you should not do this I cannot 
imagine; for the practice of virtue is nothing but human powers 
naturally set on work; it is only putting the wheels in the motion 
they were contrived for, and going just as you were made. Now 

1 Vid. Ann()/. D'Acicr. 
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nature's postures are always easy, and, which is more, nothing but 
your own will can put you out of them. The motion of a cylinder 
may be stopped, fire and water may be checked in their tendency, 
and so may any part of the elementary, vegetative, and animal 
world. In this case a great many obstructions may interpose. 
But there is nothing can block up a soul, stop the course of reason, 
or hinder a thought from running in the right channel. He that 
considers the irresistible liberty of the mind, that she moves as 
easily as fire does upwards, as a stone downwards, as a cylinder on 
a smooth descent, will trouble his head about nothing further. For 
all other impediments proceed either from the body, which he looks 
upon rather as a carcase than a companion, or else they are founded 
in opinion; and unless we betray ourselves, and desert our reason, 
can do us no manner of mischief; otherwise, ill fortune, as it is 
commonly called, would make a body an ill man. For all other 
productions of nature or art, when any harm happens to them, 
they are certainly the worse for it; but here a man is the better for 
what he suffers ; he improves his value, and raises his character, by 
making a right use of a rugged accident. In short, I would have 
you remember that no burgher can receive any damage by that 
which does not affect his corporation; neither can the community 
suffer, unless the laws by which it is governed are broken and 
suffer too. But these misfortunes, as they are called, do not 
violate the constitution, nor break in upon the laws; therefore they 
do not damage the corporation, nor by consequence any member 
in it. 1 

XXXIV. He that is well tinctured with philosophy needs but a 
short receipt. A common cordial will keep up such a man's spirits, 
and expel the cold from his heart. A verse or two out of Homer 
will serve for a hint, and do his business. Let the poet speak,-

Men are like leaves in verdure and decay, 
As spring supplies what autumn blows awa;, 
So mortals fade and flourish in their turns. 

You see how slenderly human felicity is put together, your 
children are but leaves upon the matter, a little blast may take 
them from you. The freshest laurels wither apace, and the echoes 
of fame are soon silenced (and which has some comfort), so is 
censure and reproach too. All these matters, like leaves, have their 

1 By the city or corporation the emperor means the world, and by the laws, 
the order and decrees of Providence. See Book v. sect. 22. 

~Hom.JI. E. 
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spring for growing, then a puff of wind sends them packing, and 
quickly after the wood is new furnished again. Things are strangely 
short-lived, and yet your appetites and fears grasp and scamper at 
that rate, as if all were everlasting. But for all your haste your head 
will be laid in a short time, and then he that is your chief mourner 
will quickly want another for himself. 

XXXV. An eye that is strong and rightly disposed is indifferent 
to all colours; therefore if it calls for greens, it is a sign it is weak 
and out of order. Thus when the hearing and smelling are in a 
good condition, they do not pick and choose their objects, but take in 
all manner of scents and sounds. Thus a strong stomach despatches 
all that comes into it, like a mill that grinds all sorts of grain ; and 
thus a mind that is sound and healthy is prepared to digest all sorts 
of accidents; and therefore when it is clamorous in such wishes as 
these, "0 that my children may live and flourish, that I may be 
everybody's favourite, and be commended for everything I do : " 
when the mind, I say, is thus sickly and untoward, it is just like an 
eye that is all for green colours, and like a set of teeth that would 
touch nothing by their goodwill but flummery and pudding. 

XXXVI. There is nobody so happy in his family and friends, 
but that some of them when they see him going will wish for a 
good riddance, and almost keep a holy day for his death. Let 
him be a person of never so much probity and prudence, do you 
think somebody or other will not drop some of these sentences over 
his grave? "Well, our man of order and gravity is gone, we 
shall now be no more troubled with his discipline I I cannot say 
he was ill-natured to any of us, but for all that, I am sensible he 
disliked our management in his heart." This is the best treatment 
a good man must expect. But alas ! as for our conduct, how many 
reasons will people muster up to be rid of us! If you consider this 
when you are dying, you will quit with the less reluctance. Say 
then to yourself, "I am leaving an odd sort of world, where the 
sharers in my fortune, and the objects of my care and kindness, 
those people for whom I have drudged, and contrived, and wished 
so heartily, count my life no better than a grievance, and would fain 
be shut of me; now who would be fond of staying in such company 
any longer?" However, this thought must not go so deep as to 
sour your humour. You must keep your temper, and part friendly 
with everybody ; but then your good-nature must not make you 
hang back; for as when a man has an easy death, the soul slides 
gently out of the body and takes her leave without tugging, so you 
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must walk off handsomely, and bid the world adieu without regret. 
It is true, nature has twisted your interests and tied you together, 
but now she loosens the knot, and makes the sign to disengage. 
I'll part then with the world as with my friends and relatidhs, 
but for all my kindness I will not be dragged from them; no, 
Providence would have me move freely, and therefore I'll do it. 

XXXVII. Let i..t be your constant method to look into the 
design of people's actions, and see what they would be at, as often 
as it is practicable. And to make this custom more significant, 
practise it first upon yourself. 

XXXVIII. Remember that which pulls and hales you from one 
passion to another is no external force, but your fancy within you. 
There lies the rhetoric that persuades you. That is the live thing, 
and to speak plainly, that is the man after all. But when you talk of 
a man, I would not have you tack flesh and blood to the notion, 
neither those limbs which are made out of it; these are but 
tools for the soul to work with, and no more a part of a man than 
an axe or a plane is a piece of a carpenter. It is true, nature has 
glued them together, and they grow as it were to the soul, and 
there is all the difference; but the use of them depends solely upon 
the mind, it is the will that either checks or sets them agoing. 
They have but the force of instruments, and signify no more without 
foreign direction than a shuttle, a pen, or a whip, which will neither 
weave, nor write, nor lash the horses without somebody to manage 
them. 

--o--

BOOK XI. 

I. THE properties of a rational soul are these. She has the 
privilege to look into her own nature, to cut out her qualities, and 
form herself to what temper she pleases. She enjoys her product 
(whereas trees and cattle bring plenty for other folks). Whether 
life proves long or short, she gains the ends of living. Her business 
is never maimed by interruption, as it happens in a dance or a 
play; no, she is never surprised, her performances are struck out 
at a heat, and always finished and entire, so that she may say with 
modesty enough, " I have sustained no damages, but carry off all 
that belongs to me." Further, she ranges through the whole world, 
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views its figure, looks into the vacuum on the outside of it,1 and 
stretches on to an unmeasurable length of time. She contemplates 
the grand revolutions of nature, and how the universe will be 
destroyed,2 and renewed at certain periods. She considers that 
there will be nothing new for posterity to gaze at, and that our 
ancestors stood upon the same level for observation. That all ages 
are uniform and of a colour, insomucn that in forty years' time a 
tolerable genius for sense and inquiry may acquaint himself with 
all that is past and all that is to come. Lastly, it is the property of 
a rational soul to love her neighbours, to be remarkable for truth 
and sobriety, to prefer nothing to her own dignity and authority, 
which is likewise the custom and prerogative of a law; and thus 
far the quality and measures of right reason and public justice are 
the same. 

II. The way to despise the pleasure of a fine song, a well­
performed dance, or the olympic exercises, is as follows: As for 
the song, take the music in pieces, and examine the notes by 
themselves, and ask as you go along, " Is it this, or this single sound 
that has subdued me?" You'll be ashamed to confess the conquest, 
and so get clear of the charm. Thus, to lessen the diversion of 
dancing, consider every movement and gesture apart. And this 
method will hold with respect to the olympic exercises.3 In short, 
all other entertainments but those of virtue abate by taking them 
asunder, and therefore apply the expedient to all other parts of 
your life. 

III. What a brave soul is that, that's always prepared to walk 
out of the body, and unconcerned about her being either extin­
guished,• scattered, or removed I Prepared, I say, upon judgment, 
and not out of mere obstinacy, like the Christians ; 0 to recommend 
the example, this fortitude must have nothing of noise or ostentation, 
but be carried on with a solemn air of gravity and consideration. 

IV. Have I obliged anybody, or done the world any service? 
If so, the action has rewarded me ; this answer will encourage 
good-nature, therefore let it always be at hand. 

1 The Stoics imagined that on the outside of the world there was a voi<l or 
vacuum, that is, extelllion unfurnished with substance or body. 

• By conflagratiooa. 
• Bo:a:ing, running, wrestling, leaping, and playing at quoits, etc. 
1 Into atoms. 
) The true bravery of the Christians was misrepresented to the emperor. 



252 Conversation of Emperor Marcus Anton£nus: 

V. What may your trade or profession be? It is to live like a 
man of virtue and probity. And how can this end be better 
compassed than by the contemplation of the nature of the world, 
and of mankind in particular, and the influence the one has upon 
the affairs of the other? 

".'I. As to dramatic performances, tragedy appeared first. The 
design of them was to show the misfortunes of life were customary 
and common. That thus the fiction might reconcile them to the 
reality, and that what diverted them upon the stage might surprise 
them the less when they meet with it in the world. Thus people 
see there is no living without accidents. Mortifications, and severe 
ones too, will happen ; kings and princes cannot stand clear of 
them. And to give the stage-poets their due, they have some 
sententious and serviceable passages, as for instance,-

Again, 

Once more, 

If I and mine are by the Gods neglected 
There's reason for their rigour. 

Ne'er quarrel accidents, for things are sullen, 
And don't regard your anger. 

Fate mows down life like corn, this mortal falls, 
And t'other stands a while. 1 

These instances may suffice, otherwise I might go on with them. 
Next to tragedy, old comedy took a turn upon the stage; and here 
pride and ambition were lashed and pointed at with great freedom 
and authority, and not without some success. And for this reason 
Diogenes sometimes made use of the poet's discipline. You are 
now to observe that middle comedy succeeded to the old, and the 
new to the middle ; this last kind sinking by degrees to the 
buffoonery of the Mimi. It is true, there are some useful expressions 
to be met with even here ; but then you are to consider the tendency 
of the whole poem, and what these dramatic diversions drive at in 
general. 2 

VII. Nothing is clearer to me than that the principles you go 
upon 3 are as good a foundation for philosophy and improvement 
as are to be met with in any other sect whatsoever. 

1 Eurip. Hypsipyl. Sec Book vii. sect. 39, 41, 42. 
" It is D'Acier's observation that the emperor condemns all sorts of plays, 

though upon the comparison he prefers the old comedy to the new, because the 
old made instruction, not pleasure, their principal design. . 

a The emperor's main principles are the lo,·e of Go<l nn<l our nc1ghbour. 
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VIII. A bough, by being lopped off from another, must of 
necessity be lopped from the whole tree. Thui; a man that breaks 
with another loses the benefit of the whole community. It is true, 
a bough is lopped off by a foreign hand, but this moral amputation 
is all voluntary ; it is the man .that pulls himself asunder by his 
untoward aversion to his neighbour. He little thinks by this 
unhappy division, how he disincorporates himself from the body of 
mankind ! And here the goodness of God who founded this society 
is extraordinary. He has put it in our power to grow to the limb 
we left, and come again into the advantage of the main body. But 
if this misfortune is often repeated, it will be a hard matter to 
restore the part, and close the division. For as gard~ners observe, 
a bough cut off and grafted in again is not in the same good 
condition with another which always flourished upon the trunk; 
for, though the first does not grow out of its kind, yet it suffers 
somewhat in its figure and beauty.1 

IX. Never grow sour upon people's malice or impertinence. 
Can they beat you off your reason, or stop your progress in virtue? 
Not at all Be not then disconcerted, nor check your good-nature 
towards them. If you meet with opposition and ill-will, you must 
neither l,e diverted nor disturbed, but keep your point, and your 
temper too. For as it is a weakness to lose your spirits, and be 
thrown off your conduct, so it is likewise to be angry with im­
pertinent people. Upon the whole, they are both a sort of deserters 
from Providence, who arc either frightened from their duty, or fall 
out with those of their own nature and family. 2 

X. Nature falls short of art in no instance, art being but an 
imitation of nature; and if so, the most perfect and best furnished 
nature cannot be supposed to work with less reach than a common 
artificer. Now in all arts, the less in value arc contrived for the 
sake of the greater; this therefore is the method of general nature, 
or the first cause. And upon this ground justice is founded, which 
consists in a regard and preference of things according to their 
dignity and worth. The other virtues are likewise governed by this 
rule, and are but acts of justice differently applied. But just we 
can never be, if we are eager and anxious about external advantages, 
if we are apt to be imposed on, and grow heedless and inconstant 
in our motion. 

XI. Aversions and desires are the general occasions of disturbance; 
1 Sec Hook v. 8, Book viii. 34. ~ Sec Book Ii. sect. I, 
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now since the objects of these passions do not press upon you, but 
it is you that make up to them in some measure, whereas they 
stand off, and keep their distance,1 your method is therefore, to 
let your opinion about them lie still ; this suspension of your 
judgment will bring you towards an indifference. And then you 
will neither pursue nor avoid them any longer. 

XII. The figure of the soul, as we may call it, is then round 
and uniform, when she neither reaches after anything foreign, nor 
shrinks in, out of cowardice and fear. When her superficies is 
thus even, the light plays better upon her. The prospect of truth 
and nature is enlarged; and she sees the world and herself to the 
most advantage. 

XIII. Does any one despise me? What is that to me? I will 
take care not to give him any reason for his contempt. Does any 
one hate me? It may be so; I shall not concern myself about it 
And, more than that, another man's malice shall never spoil my 
temper. I will continue )lind and good-humoured to all the world, 
even to the injurious person himself. I am always ready to show 
him his error, without ruffling, or making a merit of my own 
patience; but frankly, and with all the cordial sincerity imaginable, 
as Phocion 2 seemed to behave himself towards the Athenians. 
Indeed your mind should always be so disposed as to bear the 
narrowest inspection, that the gods may examine you with pleasure, 
and perceive that you are neither angry nor uneasy at anything. 
Now if you follow the current of your nature, and do a handsome 
action, where is the harm of it? What I are you unwilling to sub­
mit to providence? To comply with the interest of the universe, 
when you know you were made on purpose for it? 

XIV. People generally despise where they flatter, and cringe 
to those they would gladly overtop; so that truth and ceremony 
are two things. 

XV. How fulsome and hollow does that man look that cries, 
" I am resolved to deal clearly with you " ! Hark you, friend, what 
need of all this flourish? Let your actions speak. To go to the 
right of it, your face ought to vouch for you, and your sincerity be 
legible upon your forehead. I would have virtue look out of the 

1 See Book v. sect. 19, Book ix. 15. 
2 Phocion at J,is execution charged his son not to bear a grudi:c against the 

Athenians for putting- him to death. Plut. 
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eye, no less apparently than love does. I would have honesty so 
incorporated with the constitution, so mixed up with the blood 
and spirits, that it should be discoverable by the senses, and as 
easily distinguished as rankness, or a strong breath ; so that a man 
must be forced to find it out whether he would or no. But on the 
other side, an affectation of being real is an untoward pretence. 
Nothing is more scandalous than false friendship, and therefore of 
all things avoid it In short, a man of integrity and good-nature 
can never be concealed, for his character is wrought into his 
countenance. 

XVI. To bestow no more upon objects than they deserve, and 
where things are indifferent to let our thoughts be so too, is a noble 
expedient for happiness; the way to come up to this indifferency, 
is to look through matters, and take them quite asunder,1 re­
membering always, that things cannot charge into the soul, nor 
force upon us any opinions about them. They stand aloof, and 
are quiet ; it is our fancy that makes them operate ar,d gall us ; it 
is we that rate them and give them their bulk and value; and yet 
it is in our power to let it alone; and if any false colours are laid 
on by surprise, we may rub them out if we please. We are likewise 
to consider that this trouble will not last, that death will relieve 
us quickly; where then is the difficulty of standing upon our guard 
a little while? If therefore your circumstances put you in a way 
of improvement, and there 1s anything to be made out of them, 
bid them heartily welcome, and then your inclination will make 
you easy. But if they prove unmanageably cross (which by the 
way is a wrong supposition), look out for something that is more 
serviceable to the dignity of your nature; and never let infamy, or 
being unpopular, deter you from the pursuit. For certainly every 
man may take leave to make himself happy if he can. 

XVII. Consider the original of all things, the matter they arc 
made of; the alterations they must run through, and the qualities 
consequent upon it ; and that all this instability of nature has no 
manner of harm in it 

XVIII. Concerning those that offend and disoblige you, con­
sider in the first place, the relation you stand in towards them, 
and that you are all made for each other. And as for your own 
part, you are particularly set at the head of the world ; and like a 
ram in a flock, d~igned for defence and protection. You may go 

1 See sect. 2. 
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higher in your reasoning if you please, and consider that either 
chance or providence governs the universe ; if the latter, then the 
coarser parts of the creation were made for the service of their 
betters ; and these last for the interest and support of each other. 

Secondly, consider how wretchedly they mismanage their own 
business, and how far they are gone in luxury and libertinism ; 
especially you should remember what strong prejudices they lie 
under, how confident they are in their mistakes, and with what 
satisfaction they play the fool. 

Thirdly, consider that if those that disoblige you are in the right, 
you have no reason to be angry; but if they are in the wrong, it is 
because they know no better. They are under necessity of their 
own ignorance. For as all error is involuntary, so nobody would 
lessen themselves so much as to miss either honesty or good 
manners, if they were rightly aware of it. And thus we see people 
will not endure the charge of avarice, ingratitude, or knavery, 
without being stung at the imputation. 

Fourthly, do not forget you are like the rest of the world, and 
faulty yourself in a great many instances; that though you may 
forbear running riot in some cases, it is not for want of an inclina­
tion. And that nothing but cowardice, vanity, or some such 
scandalous principle, hinders you from breaking out. 

Fifthly, that it is sometimes a hard matter to be certain 
whether you have received ill-usage or not. For men's actions 
oftentimes look worse than they are. And one must be thoroughly 
informed of a great many things before he can be rightly qualified 
to give judgment in the case. 

Sixthly, when you are most angry and galled, remember that 
human life lasts but a moment, and that we shall all of us very 
quickly be laid in our graves. 

Seventhly, consider that it is not other people's actions (fur they 
are lodged at home, and are neither good nor bad to any but 
those that do them) which disturb us, but only our own opinions 
about them. Do but then dismiss these notions, and do not fancy 
the thing a grievance, and your passion will ce~se . immediately. 
But how can this fancy be discharged? By cons1dermg that bare 
suffering has nothing of infamy or scandal in it. Now, unless you 
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refrain the notion of evil to what is scandalous and dishonest, your 
own virtue will grow precarious, and you will be under a necessity 
of doing a great many unwarrantable things.1 

Eighthly, consider that our anger and impatience often prove 
much more mischievous than the provocation could possibly have 
done. 

Ninthly, that gentleness and good-humour are invincible, provided 
they are of the right stamp, without anything of hypocrisy or gri­
mace. This is the way to disarm the most barbarous and savage. 
A constancy in obliging behaviour, will make the most outrageous 
person ashamed of his malice. The worst body imaginable cannot 
find in his heart to do you any mischief, if you continue kind and 
unmoved under ill-usage, if you strike in with the right opportunity 
for advice; if, when he is going to do you an ill turn, you endeavour 
to recover his understanding, and retrieve his temper in such 
gentle language as this: "Prithee, child, be quiet, men were never 
made to worry one another ; in earnest, if you go on, my dear 
friend, you will ha,·c the worst of it; and as for my part, I am 
proof against everything but my own folly.'' Then proceed to 
illustrate the point, and let your arguments be general and inoffen­
sive: show him that brutes are upon better terms than this comes 
to; that it is not the custom of bees to spend their stings upon 
their own kind, nor of one herd of cattle to draw up against 
another. And let all this be done out of stark love and kindness, 
without anything of bantering or biting. You must likewise stand 
clear of vanity in your address; do not seem to flourish upon the 
subject, as if you were declaiming in the schools, and courting the 
audience for commendation : if there is any company, never set 
yourself off to them : but discourse him with as little straining and 
affectation, as if there was nobody but himself. 

Lay up these nine heads in your memory, with as much care as 
if they were a present from the nine Muses: for now it is high 
time to begin to be a man for your life time. And here you must 
take care to guard against flattery, as well as anger; for these arc 
both unserviceable qualities, and do a great deal of mischief in the 
world. And for a farther preservative against the latter, remember 
that frowardness and rage are marks of an unmanly disposition. 
Mildness and temper are not only more human, but more mascu­
line too: one thus affected appears much more brave and firm, 

1 See Book ill, 1. 

I 
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and better fortified, than he that is fuming and out of sorts. F r 
impassibility is an argument of greatness; and he that has the lea t 
feeling in these cases, has always the most strength : on the other 
hand, as grief is a sign of weakness, so is anger too; a man is 
wounded in both these passions, and the smart is too big for him. 

As you have received these nine precepts from the Muses, take 
this tenth, if you please, from their president and instructor, Apo lo: 
that to wish all people may not do ill things is to wish an impossi­
bility, and no better than a piece of distraction. But then to give 
them leave to plague other folks, and desire to be privileged your­
self, is a foolish and a haughty expectation. 

XIX. There are four ill qualities we must be particularly careful 
to avoid,1 and pull them up as fast as we find them grow in our 
heads, and undertake them as they rise in this fashion. This fancy, 
say, is groundless and unnecessary, this rough behaviour makes 
society and correspondence impracticable, this other is but a copy 
of your countenance; you cannot say it from your heart. 2 Now 
this is a very bad character. There are three of them. And what­
ever you are conscious degrades the diviner part of you, makes your 
mind truckle to your body, and your reason to your pleasures, look 
upon that as the fourth. 

XX. Those particles of fire and air which are lodged in your body, 
notwithstanding their tendency to mount, submit to the laws of the 
universe, stick close to your constitution, and keep the rest of the 
elements company. Again, the earthly and watery part in you, 
though they naturally press downwards, are raised above their level, 
and stand poised in a foreign region. Thus the elements serve the 
interest of the world ; and though they seem to stand bent and 
uneasy, they keep their post till the signal is given to march off and 
separate. And is it not then a scandalous business that your mind 
should be the only deserter, and grow mutinous about her station, 
especially when her orders agree with her constitution, and nothing 
that is unnatural is enjoined? and yet she will not bear th~ conduct 
of her own faculties, but runs perfectly counter to humanity. For 
when a man turns knave or libertine, when he gives way to fears 
and fits of the spleen, he does, as it were, run awa>'. from him~elf 
and desert his own nature. And further, when his mmd complams 

1 D' Acier supposes the emperor means suspiciousness, ill langunge, lying, and 
intemperance. 

• See Book ii. 16. 
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of his fortune, he quits the station in which Providence has placed 
him. For acquiescence and piety are no less his duty, and his 
talent too, than honesty between man and man. For these virtues 
carry up to the common interest, and are rather of greater antiquity 
and value than fair dealing itself.1 

XXI. He that does not always drive at the same end will never 
be uniform and of a piece in his conduct. But this hint is too 
short, unless you describe the quality of this design, and what it is 
that we ought principally to aim at. Now as people do not agree in 
the preferences of choice ans the notion of advantage, unless in 
what relates to the common good, so a man ought to propose the 
benefit of society and the general interest of the world as his main 
business. For he that levels at this mark, will keep an even hand, 
and be always consistent with himself. 

XXII. Remember the story of the country and city mouse, and 
how pitifully the former was frightened and surprised. 2 

XXIII. Socrates used to say the common objects of terror were 
nothing hut bugbears, fit only to scare crows and children. 

XXIV. The Laceda:monians at their public shows seated strangers 
under a canopy in the shade, but made their own people shift, and 
take their convenience as they found it. 8 

XXV. Socrates, being invited to Perdiccas's court,' made this 
excuse : " I dare not come," says he, " for fear of being put under an 
incapacity of returning an obligation, which I take to be the worst 
way of destroying a man imaginable." 

XXVI. It is a precept of the Epicurean philosophers, that we 
should look back to the virtue of former ages, and always furnish 
our memory with some eminent example. 

XXVII. The Pythagora:ans would have us look up into the sky 
every morning, to put us in mind of the order and constancy of thl! 
heavenly bodies, of the equality and perpetuity of their motion, of 

1 Piety the foundation of justice. 
1 This hint, I euppose, was designed to show the danger of curiosity and 

aprrtite.· 
It was the cuatom of the Lacedzmonians to breed their people hardily. 

'Seneca reports this invitation was made by Archdnus, kin,: of Mac~<lon. 
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the fineness and purity of their matter, and how frankly they lie 
open to observation; for a star never wears a mask, nor puts any 
clothes on. 

XXVIII. Remember how unconcernedly Socrates wore a sheep­
skin, when Xantippe 1 had got his coat on, and run out with it; and 
how handsomely he laughed off the matter to his friends, who were 
strangely out of countenance by seeing him in such a disguise. 

XXIX. People don't pretend to teach others to write and read, 
till they have been taught themselv.es. This rule holds stronger 
in the niceties and importance of life, in which no man is fit to 
govern, till he has first learned to obey. 

XXX. Be dumb; slaves have not the privilege of speaking.2 

XXXI. I smiled within myself. 8 

XXXII. They will treat their parents with rebellious language.4 

XXXIII. He is a madman that expects figs on the trees in winter, 
and he is little better that calls for his children again when they are 
dead and buried. 

XXXIV. Epictetus would have a man, when he is kissing and 
caressing his child, say to himself at the same time, " To-morrow 
perhaps this pretty thing may die and leave me." These are four 
ominous reflections, you will say. That is your mistake; the 
consequences of mortality and the course of nature are no ominous 
things to think on, otherwise it would be an ominous business to 
cut down a little grass or corn. 

XXXV. Grapes are first sour, then ripe, then raisins; these are 
all no more than bare alterations, not into nothing, but into some­
thing which does not appear and come up at present. 

XXXVI. As Epictetus observes, nobody can rob another of his 
will, nor by consequence make seizure of his virtue. 

l His wife. 
I A tragic poet quoted by Philo, Dd Liberl. Viri boni. 
" Hom. Odyss. • 
'Hesiod, Oper. lib. i. v. 184- These shreds of poetry seem to be set down 

by the emperor ns hints for further meditation. (Gntnk.) 
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XXXVII. The same philosopher has taught us the art of manag­
ing our assent, and preventing our reason from being imposed on ; 
that we should enterprise with a reserve for disappointment, that 
our inclinations should be generous and benevolent, and propor­
tioned to the merit and dignity of things, that we must keep our 
desires from being headstrong and unruly in all cases, and never 
have an aversion for anything which it is out of our power to hinder. 

XXXVIII. Therefore, as Epictetus observes, the contest is no 
trifle, but whether we are to live in our wits, or out of them.1 

XXXIX. It is a saying of Socrates to some untoward people : 
"What would you be at? Would you have the soul of a man or 
of a beast in you? Of a man, without all doubt. Of what sort of 
men, of those that use their reason, or those that abuse it? Of the 
first, you may be sure. Why, then," continues the philosopher, 
"don't you look out for this privilege? Because we have it already. 
What makes you then disagree, and fall foul upon each other? " 

-0-

BOOK XII. 

I. ALL those things you drudge and range so much ground for, 
you may have at your ease, unless you are afraid of making yourself 
too happy. Your method to do your business is not to concern 
yourself about the time past, for that is never to be recovered, to 
rest the future with Providence, and only stick to the present, and 
improve that to all the noble purposes of piety and justice. The 
pious part will be discharged by being contented with your fate ; 
and why should you not, since nature made you for each other? 2 

Anti as to the obligations of justice, you will acquit yourself here, 
provided you speak truth boldly and above-board, and make law 
and the dignity of things your rule to act by. When you are not to 
be checked in your progress by the misbehaviour, the ignorance, 
and impertinent reports of other people, nor yet by the sense and 
sufferings of your own carcase, though by the way it is a question 
whether it suffers or not.3 To go on; if, since your life is almost 

1 The Stoics reckoned all people m;iclmcn that did not live up lo the precepts 
of virtue and philosophy. 

~ See Book v. sect. 8. ·' Sec !look vii. sect. 16, I 8. 
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up, you lay aside all other matters, and only cultivate your mind, 
and pay a regard to the governing and diviner part of yourself; if 
you are not at all afraid of losing your life, but of missing the ends 
of it, and not living as you should "do; then you will act suitably to 
your extraction, and deserve to have the Deity for your Maker; then 
you will be no longer a stranger in your own country, nor be surprised 
at common accidents; you will never be anxious about the future, 
nor stand to the courtesy of events. 

II. The Almighty sees through the soul of every man as clearly 
as if it was not wrapped up in matter, or had anything of the shroud 
and coarseness of body about it. And God being a spirit, acts only 
as such, and concerns Himself for no other beings but those of His 
own nature. Now, if you would learn to do thus, a great deal of 
trouble would be saved, for he that can overlook his limbs and 
make his carcase sit loose about him, will hardly disturb himself 
about the house he dwells in ; about his equipage or reputation, 
or any part of the furniture and magnificence of a figure. 

III. You consist of three parts, your body, your breath,1 and 
your mind; the two first are yours to take care of, but the latter is 
properly your person. Therefore, if you abstract from the notion 
of yourself, that is, of your mind, whatever other people either say 
or do, or whatever you may have said or done yourself formerly, to­
gether with all that which disturbs you under the consideration of 
its coming to pass hereafter ; if you throw the necessary motions of 
your carcase out of the definition, and those of the vortex that 
whirls about you, and by this means preserve your rational faculties 
in an independent state of innocence, free from force and infection, 
holding close and steady to the virtues of justice, truth, and acqui­
escence; if, I say, you keep your mind separate and distinguished 
from the objects of appetite and the appendages of time, both past 
and future, and make yourself like Empedocles's world, 

Round as a ball, and spinning on your axis; 2 

and concern yourself to live no longer than your lifetime, that i_s, 
the present moment ; 8 if you do all this, you may move on till 
death stops you with credit and satisfaction. 

IV. I have often wondered. how it comes to pass that everybody 
should love themselves best, and yet.value their neighbour's opinion 

1 Sec Book ii. sect. 2. 

"See Uook ii. 14. 
e Turnini:: upon your reason. 
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about themselves more than their own. Therefore, if any god, or 
eminent instructor in philosophy, should stand at a man's elbow, 
and order him to tum his inside outwards, and publish every thought 
and fancy as fast as they came into his head, he would think it a 
hard chapter, and not submit so much as to a day's discipline. 
Thus we stand more in awe of fame than conscience, and regard 
other people's judgments above our own. 

V. How comes it about, that since the gods have contrived all 
things so well, and so much to the benefit of mankind, they should 
overlook this particular, and suffer men of great virtue and merit, 
who by their piety and devotion were, as it wert:, the domestics of 
the powers above, and kept atways a correspondence with heaven ; 
that they should suffer such men, I say, to be finally extinguished 
by death, and not give them their being again? Now, if the case 
stands thus, you may be assured, had it been proper, the gods would 
have ordered it othenvise ; for had it been reasonable, it would have 
been possible. Nature 1 would certainly have brought it forth if it 
had been suitable to her perfections. Therefore, from its not being 
matter of fact, if indeed it is not, you may undoubtedly conclude 
it ought not to be so; for, don't you perceive that in reasoning this 
point you dispute the administration of Providence? Now, if the 
justice and goodness of the gods were not extraordinary, this liberty 
would not be allowed, neither would you presume so far if you 
thought otherwise. But if they have these perfections, they will 
never neglect their affairs, nor blemish their world with anything 
that is unreasonable or unjust. 

VI. Accustom yourself to master things of the greatest difficulty, 
and which you seem to despair of; for if you observe the left hand, 
though, for want of practice, it is insignificant to other busi(less, yet 
it holds the bridle better than the right, because it has been used 
to it. 

VII. Consider what death will make of you, both as to body and 
mind; recollect the shortness of life, the unmeasurable extent of 
time both past and future, and how tenderly all things arc put 
together. 

VIII. Let it be your method to contemplate spmts apart from 
their bodies, for these arc no better than the shell they arc shut up 
in. Mind the aim and the end of people's adions; examine the 

1 God. 



264 Conversation of Emperor Marcus Antoninus: 

value of fame, the force of pain, the ascendant of pleasure,1 and see 
what death amounts to. Consider upon what account a man 
grows troublesome to himself,2 that nobody can be hindered by 
another, and that opinion is the main thing which does good or 
harm in the world. 

IX. We must manage the precepts of philosophy like those that 
wrestle and box in the circus, and not like a gladiator; for your 
fencer, if he drops his sword, is hewn down immediately; but the 
other that makes weapons of his limbs has them always about him, 
and has nothing to do but to keep his hands and feet stirring. 

X. Be not satisfied with a superficial view, but penetrate the 
nature and quality of things ; and to this purpose you must divide 
them into matter and form, 8 and inquire into the end they were 
made for. 

XI. What a mighty privilege is a man born to, since it is in his 
power not to do anything but what God Almighty approves, and to 
be satisfied with all the distributions of Providence ! 

XII. When things follow from the course and constitution ol 
nature, we ought not to murmur at it. Not against the gods, for 
they have neither ill-will nor impotence, and by consequence can 
do nothing amiss ; nor yet against men, for their misbehaviour is 
all involuntary,4 therefore we must complain of nobody. 

XIII. How unacquainted is that man with the world, and how 
ridiculous does he appear, that makes a wonder of any thing he 
meets with here ! 

XIV. Either the order of things is fixed by irrevocable fate, or 
Providence may be worked into compassion, or else the world floats 
at random without any steerage. Now, if nature lies under. an 
immovable necessity, to what purpose should you struggle against 
it ? If the favour of Providence is to be gained, qualify yourself for 
the divine assistance ; but if chance and confusion carry it, and 
nobody sits at the helm, be you contented, and ride out the storm 
patiently, for you have a governor within you,5 though the world 

1 See Book vii. 33, Book v. 26. 2 Sec Book ix. 26. 
3 Sec Book ii. sect. 12, Book iv. 21, Book vii. 29. 
• Sec Book vii. sect. 63, 64. • Your rco.son. 
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has none. And if the waves run too high, let them roll off your 
carcase and your fortune, but there is no necessity your mind should 
be driven with them. 

XV. A lamp, unless you put it out, holds its light, and shines 
without interruption; and can you find in your heart to see your 
honesty sink in the socket, to outlast your sobriety, and let your 
virtue be extinguished before you ? 

XVI. When you fancy any one has transgressed, say this to 
yourself: How do I know it is a fault? And granting it is, it may 
be his conscience has corrected him ; and if so, he has given him­
self a sour box on the ear. Besides, you are to remember, that to 
wish an ill man should not do amiss is just as wise as it would be 
to desire an unripe fig should not taste of the tree ; that children 
should not squall in the cradle, nor horses neigh, nor a great many 
other things act according to the necessity of their condition. Pray, 
how would you have a man of such an unfortunate disposition 
behave himself? If you believe the case may be remedied, and are 
such a doctor at his disease, do so much as cure him. 

XVII. If it is not decent, never do it ; if it is not true, never 
speak it: let this always be your rule. 

XVIII. Look always nicely into whatever makes an impression 
upm your mind; distinguish it into matter and form ; find out the 
purpose and design for which it was contrived, and the period of 
timt, too, beyond which it is unlikely to continue. 

XIX. Consider, for it is high time, that you have something more 
divi1e in you than the mechanism of passion, than the wires and 
tacking of a puppet. What then is my soul made of? Is it fear, 
or jedousy, or lust? Or anything of this coarse nature? Certainly 
no. 

X:X. Take care never to do anything without thought and design, 
nor for any other end either, but what may be serviceable to the 
intere,t of society.1 

XXI. Consider that in a little time you will neither have place 
nor bting, that your contemporaries will have the same fate, and 
the prtsent scene of nature be shut up ; for all thin~s change of 

1 That is, or mankind in general. 
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course, and wither and drop in pieces, that new ones may be made 
out of them. 

XXII. Thoughts are, in a great measure, masters of things, and, 
which is more, it is in your own power to think as you please; 
therefore do not suffer opinion to cheat you any longer. Disengage 
from the tyranny of fancy, and then, as if you doubled some 
dangerous cape, you will have nothing but a steady course, a smooth 
sea, and a land-locked bay to receive you. 

XXIII. .Every operation that ceases in due time, suffers nothing 
by breaking off; neither does the agent receive any harm upon this 
score. Thus life, which is nothing but a series and continuation of 
action, comes to no damages by having a seasonable period put to 
it ; neither does he that lays this motion asleep sustain any loss, 
provided it is done at a proper juncture. Now, nature assigns the 
term, and sets out the bounds of life; sometimes this period is fixed 
by particular nature or force of constitution, as it happens when a 
man dies of old age ; but let it come late or early, common nature 1 

has certainly a hand in it. And thus the parts of nature, changing 
from one form to another, preserve the world in perpetual yo:.ith 
and vigour. Now, that is always as it should be, both as to t'me 
and quality, which makes for the service of the universe. 2 From 
hence it follows, that bare dying can be no real evil, seeing there is 
nothing of baseness or moral turpitude in it; for it is both invclun­
tary with respect to ourselves, and serviceable to the general 
interest; therefore there can be nothing of scandal in it. Nay, it 
is certainly a good thing, since it is suitable and seasonable fo~ the 
universe. And thus a man that goes off smoothly is, as it vere, 
carried out of the world by inspiration. For he that follow; the 
Deity with his motions, and with his will too, seems actuated by a 
divine impression. 

XXIV. Let these three hints lie ready for service. First, as to 
your own actions, let nothing be done rashly, nor to no purpose, 
nor indeed in any other manner than justice herself would have 
ordered it. And as for casualties and the state of your fortune, 
consider that they are the blind distributions of chance, or e·se the 
appointment of Providence. Now, either to murmur against chai:ice, 
or impeach Providence, is extremely absurd. . Secondir, ~ns1der 
what a slight thing man is, from his conception to his \1rth or 

1 God. 
~ Sec Book iv. sect. 23, Book v. sect. 8. 
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animation ; 1 and from his first breath to his last, in the parts of his 
composition, and in the state of his dissolution. Thirdly, consider 
that, if you could shoot yourself at pleasure into the sky, and thence 
take a view of human affairs, you would perceive a strange medley 
of humour and condition ; and discover at the same time the air 
and ether too plentifully stocked with inhabitants,2 and that if you 
mounted never so often, you would have the old prospect. Alas ! 
things are generally of the same complexion, and of the same short 
continuance too, and yet how strangely we are conceited of them ! 

XXV. Discharge opinion, 3 and you are safe ; and pray who can 
hinder you from doing it ? 

XXVI. When you are uneasy upon any account, you seem to 
forget that all things fall out according to the good pleasure of 
Providence, and that another man's fault is no concern of yours ; 
that what you reckon grievances is nothing but the old way of the 
world, and will come over again when you are dead and gone, and 
are now to be met with in a thousand places. You have forgotten 
that all mankind are of kin; for though they may be unallied in 
flesh and blood, their understandings are all of the same family. 
You do not remember that every man's soul is a portion of the 
Deity, and derived from thence ; that we have nothing properly our 
own, but that our children, our bodies, and our breath, are all 
borrowed from heaven; that opinion governs all, and things are 
only as you think them; and that it is not possible for anybody to 
live or lose any more than the present moment. All this you seem 
to have forgotten. 

XXVII. Reflect frequently upon those that have formerly been 
mightily disturbed with accidents of any kind; that have carried 
their animosities and feuds to the most flaming excess; that have 
made the most glorious figure, or met with the greatest misfortune ; 
:inll then ask yourself, Where :ire they all now? They are vanished 
like :i little smoke; they shrank within the compass of an urn, ancl 
are nothing but ashes and romance,• and it may be have not so 
much as the last im:iginary advantage neither. Recollect likewise 
all that humour and oddness that some people affect, to appear as 

1 The Stoics believed a human fcetus not animated till the time ol birth. 
Tertull. De A,,;,,._ 

t It was the opinion of the l'latonists and Stoics that the air and sky Wert! 

inhabited by spirits suitable lo the respective regions. 
3 Opinion is a common, bot false notion of things. 
• S,•e Book viii. sect. 25. 
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Fabius Catullinus did at his country seat, as Lucius Lupus and 
Stertinius did at Baire, to act the fancy of Vertius Rufus, or the 
iiberties of Tiberius at Caprere ; thus people dote upon figure and 
singularity, though it is sometimes in lewdness; 1 but granting it is 
somewhat better, the prize is insignificant, and the play not worth 
the candle. It is much more becoming a philosopher to stand clear 
of affectation ; to be honest and regular upon all occasions, and to 
follow cheerfully wherever the Gods lead on. As for pretence and 
hypocrisy, it is all stuff; for nothing is more scandalous than a man 
that is proud of his humility. 

XXVIII. To those that ask me the reason of my being so earnest 
in religious worship ;-Did I ever see any of the gods? or, which 
way am I convinced of the certainty of their existence ?-in the 
first place I answer, that the gods are not invisible; 2 but granting 
they were, the objection would signify nothing. For I never had 
a sight of my own soul, and yet I have a great value for it, because 
it is discoverable by its operations. And thus; by my constant 
experience of the power of the gods, I have a proof of their being, 
and a reason for my veneration. 

XXIX. The best provision for a happy life is to dissect every­
thing, view it on all sides, and divide it into matter and form ; to 
practise honesty in good earnest, and speak truth from the very 
soul of you : and when you have done this, live easy and cheerful, 
and crowd one good action so close to another, that there may not 
be the least empty or insignificant space between them. 

XXX. The light of the sun is but one and the same, though it 
is divided by the interposition of walls and mountains, and 
abundance of other opaque bodies. There is but one common 
matter for corporeity, though it is parcelled out among bodies 
of different qualities. There is but one sensitive soul, not­
withstanding it has peculiar conveyances, runs in innumerable 
channels, and supplies a vast number of animals distinct from cac~ 
other. And lastly, the rational soul, though it seems to ?e spl)t 
into distinction, is but one and the same.8 Now, excepting this 
last, the parts of the other species of form 4 and matter, though 

1 That of Tiberius was such. 
" The sun, the moon, and the stars, were gods in the opinion of the Stoics. 
> The Stoics held the rational soul n part of the Deity. . . 
• By form in rational creatures, the emperor seems to menn the. m1_nd, m 

animals the sensitive· soul, in vegetable and inanimate things_ the. pnnc1ple of 
union which supports them in their distinction, and tacks their hcrng together. 
(IJ'Acicr.) 
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without apprehension or any common affection to tie them to each 
other, are yet upheld by an intelligent being, and by that faculty 
which pushes things of the same nature to the same place. But 
human understandings have a peculiar disposition to correspond­
ence; they stick together by inclination, and nothing can extinguish 
such sociable thoughts in them. 

XXXI. What is it you hanker after? Is it bare existence? or 
sensation? or motion? or strength, that you may lose it again in 
decay ? What ! is it the privilege of speech, or the power of 
thinking in general? Is any of this furniture big enough for desire? 
If all these things are trifles upon the matter, proceed to something 
that is worth your while; and that is, to be governed by reason 
and the Deity. And yet you cannot be said to value these last 
mentioned privileges rightly, if you are disturbed because death 
must take them from you.1 

XXXII. What a small part of unmeasurable time falls to the 
share of a single mortal, and how soon is every one swallowed up 
in eternity ! What a handful of the universal matter goes to the 
making a human body, and what a very little of the universal soul 
too,2 to raise it into an animal! And on what a narrow clod, with 
respect to the whole earth, do you crawl upon ! Consider all this, 
and reckon nothing great, unless it be to act in conformity to your 
own reason, and to suffer as the Almighty shall appoint you. 

XXXIII. The great business of a man is to improve his mind 
and govern his manners ; this is minding the main chance. As for 
all other projects and pursuits, whether in our power to compass or 
not, they are no better than trifling and amusement. 

XXXIV. We cannot have a more lively and promising notion, to 
set us above the fear of death, than to consider that it has been 
dc:spised even by that sect 8 who made pleasure and pain the 
standard of good and evil 

XXXV. He that likes no time so well as that fixed by Providence, 
he that is indifferent whether he has room for a long progress in 
reason and regularity or not,' or whether he has a few or a great 

1 See Book iL sccL 71 Book x. sect. 28. 
1 The emperor means the 1<:ns:tive or \'it,I soul, as the Stoics called it, 
1 The Epicureana. 
' See llook ii. sec:t. 1. 
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many years to view the world in; a person thus qualified will never 
be afraid of dying. 

XXXVI. Hark ye, friend, you have been a burgher of this great 
city ; 1 what matter though you have lived in it but a few years? it 
you have observed the laws of the corporation, the length or 
shortness of the time makes no difference. Where is the hardship, 
then, if Providence, that planted you here, orders your removal? 
You cannot say you are sent off by a tyrannical and unrighteous 
sentence ; no, you quit the stage as fairly as a player does, that has 
his discharge from the master of the revels. But I have only gone 
through three acts, and not held out to the end of the fifth. You 
say well; but in life three acts make the play entire. He that 
appoints the entertainment is the best judge of the length of it ; 
and as he ordered the opening of the first scene, so now he gives 
the sign for shutting up the last. You are neither accountable for 
one or the other ; therefore retire in good humour, for he by whom 
you are dismissed means you no harm. 

1 The world. 

1'HE END. 
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