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PREFACE 

IN this book an attempt is made to present a comprehensive 
study of the Epistle to Diognetus. I have sought to discuss its 
aim, authorship, date, and integrity; to estimate its literary 
character in form, language, and style; to explore the content of 
its thought ; to determine its relation to the Greek Bible and 
early Christian writings; finally to provide a translation and a 
commentary. The whole rests on a detailed examination of the 
Greek text. 

The Epistle to Diognetus is of limited scope. Its value, how­
ever, is not commensurate with its size. This tractate with its 
stress on the divine initiative in the redemption of impotent 
man, its picture of the Christians as ' the soul of the world ', 
and its plea for the imitation of God in love and beneficence, 
makes its own timely appeal. Moreover, the investigation of the 
Epistle may assist in some degree a wider inquiry, namely, how 
far the teaching of early Christian writers adequately interprets 
and restates New Testament thought. 

Here and there the text of the Epistle is corrupt and its Greek 
obscure. It is hoped that the apparatus criticus may furnish a 
sufficient guide to the meaning. An effort has been made to 
mark in the NOTES every important variant and conjectural 
emendation. In the English translation words in italics are 
added where necessary as an aid to clarity ; a series of dots 
denotes lacunae in the text. 

This book, along with subsidiary work, was approved as a 
thesis for the degree of Doctor of Divinity in the University of 
Manchester. I have taken advantage of the interval before 
publication to make .some rearrangements in the INTRODUCTION 
and to bring in a small amount of additional matter. 

To the Rev. Professor T. W. Manson I am deeply indebted for 
his kindly interest and expert counsel. The Rev. Dr. W. F. 
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Vlll PREFACE 
Howard and the Rev. Dr. H. McLachlan have laid me under 
further obligation. Both read the original typescript and made 
valuable suggestions. I record with gratitude the generous help 
I have received from the Rev. A. Raymond George, who carefully 
read the proofs. To the editors and publishers of the Expository 
Times I am grateful for their kindness in permitting me to in­
corporate the substance of an article on the theology of the 
Epistle to Diognetus which appeared in that Journal.1 Lastly, 
my thanks are due to Mr. H. M. McKechnie for his unfailing 
consideration and his skill in seeing the book through the press. 

MANCHESTER, 

December, 1947. 

H. G. MEECHAM 

'Expository Times LIV, January, 1943, pp. 97-101. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

It has not been deemed necessary to give here the customary abbreviations 
for the books of Scripture, nor those commonly used in a grammatical apparatus. 
For the designation of works frequently cited see Select Bibliography, p. 69. 
Titles of books are italicized ; articles are named in inverted commas. 

al. 
Apo!. 
art. 
Att. 
A.V. 

B.G.U. 

c. 
C.G.T. 
Clem. 
cod(d). 
Con. Cels. 

Dial. 
Diognetus. 

E.R.E. 
E.T. 
ed(d). 
Epict. 
Eus. 
Exp. T. 

H.D.B. 
H.E. 
H.Gk. 

I.C.C. 
Ign. 
inscr. 
Ion. 

].T.S. 
Just. Mart. 

l. 
L.S. 

alibi. 
Apology. 
article. 
Attic. 
Authorized Version. 

Agyptische Urkunden aus den koniglichen Museen zu Berlin : 
Griechische Urkunden, I-VIII (1895-1933). 

cum, and circa. 
Cambridge Greek Testament. 
Clement. 
codex (codices). 
Contra Celsum (Origen). 

Dialogue with Trypho (Justin Mart)'T). 
the Epistle ; Diognetus-the addressee. 

Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics. 
English translation. 
editor(s), edition(s). 
Epictetus. 
Eusebius. 
Expository Times. 

Hastings, Dictionary of the Bible. 
Ecclesiastical History (Eusebius). 
Hellenistic Greek. 

International Critical Commentary. 
Ignatius. 
inscriptions. 
Ionic. 

Journal of Theological Studies. 
Justin Martyr. 

lege ; also ' line •. 
Liddell and Scott, Greek-English Lexicon (revised ed., 1925-40). 
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xii 

n. 
N.T. 

O.T. 

pap. 
Philos. 
Plut. 
Polyb. 
Pro!. 
Protrept. 
Prud. M. 

R.V. 
rdg(s). 

Sim. 
Strom. 
Syr. 

Test. XII Patr. 

Thuc. 
trans. 

v.l. 

W.H. 

Xen. 

Z.N.T.W. 

ABBREVIATIONS 
note. 
New Testament. 

Old Testament. 

papyri. 
Philosophumena (Hippolytus). 
Plutarch. 
Poly bi us. 
Prologue. 
PYotYepticus (Clement of Alexandria). 
Prudent Maran (1683-1762). 

Revised Version. 
reading(s). 

Similitudes (Hennas). 
StYomateis (Clement of Alexandria). 
Syriac. 

Testaments of the XII Patriarchs (Test. Jos. = Testament of 
Joseph, etc.). 

Thucyd.ides. 
translation, translator. 

varia lectio. 

Westcott and Hort, The New Testam~nt in the Original Greek. 

Xenophon. 

Zeitschrift fur die neutt,stamentliche Wissensc/iaft. 



I. INTRODUCTION 

I. APOLOGETIC CLASS AND AIM 

IT has become an axiom that no religious movement can be 
adequately interpreted apart from its historic setting. Hence 
Biblical research tends more and more to stress the contact of 
Christianity with the age in which it arose. This emphasis 
does not imply thaf Christianity was a product of its own time. 
But it does recognize that what environment fails to account for 
it may serve to illuminate. The New Testament writings, there­
fore, as the classical documents of the faith, cannot stand in 
isolation. Their whole context is significant. • As earlier and 
contemporary Jewish literature is indispensable for the interpreta­
tion of the New Testament, so too some at least of the second 
century Christian writings have cqnsiderable value in this regard. 
The works of the Apostolic Fathers (c. A.D. 96-150) and the 
Apologists (c. A.D. 150-200) 1 form a vital link in the continuity 
of New Testament teaching. It is not without significance that 
of the former writings four were included as supplements to the 
Canon in the Codices Sinaiticus and Alexandrinus of the fourth 
and early fifth centuries respectively. 2 

In the age of the apologists literary activity was both con­
siderable and varied. 3 It is no part of our purpose to discuss 
the genesis and development of early Christian apologetic. It 
must suffice here to point out its historic precedents. The 
Hellenistic age provides a convenient starting-point. The first 
vital contact of Jew and Greek (about the time of Alexander 
the Great) set in motion incalculable forces. The Jew of the 
Dispersion now found himself in a new intellectual world, and a 
measure of accommodation to Hellenistic life and thought be­
came inevitable. The Alexandrian Jew in particular was faced 
with the problem of harmonizing his traditional faith with what 
was for him a new and pervasive culture. There must be sho,vn 
to exist an affinity between Greek philosophy and Jewish wisdom. 

1 These dates are approximate. The apologists Quadratus and Aristides were 
somewhat earlier, whilst apologetic writings appeared during the early fourth 
century. 

2 The Epistle of Barnabas and the Shepherd of Hermas in the Cod. Sin.; r and 
2 Clem. in the Cod. Alex. 

3 A list of Christian apologetic writings is conveniently given in C. J. Cadoux, 
The Early Church and the World, pp. 202 ff. See also Kruger, Early Christian 
Literature, pp. roo ff. 

I 



2 THE EPISTLE TO DIOGNETUS 

Morem·er, attacks by anti-Semitic Greek writers like Posidonius 
and Apollonius Molon made some kind of literary defence impera­
tin· .1 The heathen world must be impressed by the story of 
lsrad \.; sacred past, by the greatness of her religious life and 
institutions. The type and method of such apologetic are clearly 
seen, for example, in the Letter of Aristeas with its appeal to 
reason, its combination of religious liberalism with loyalty to 
fundamental Jewish beliefs, and its subtle plea for the political 
toleration of the Jews. 2 How far a conscious apologetic purpose 
lies behind the Septuagint itself is still a matter in debate. That 
it not only attests Jewish reaction to a changed cultural environ­
ment but also actually furthered apologetic and missionary ends is 
plain. \Vhile made principally to meet the religious needs of 
Greek-speaking Jews, it served also as the chief instrument to bring 
the Greek world into the Jewish faith. Philo 3 early in the first 
century A.D. and Josephus 4 towards its close show the apologetic 
aim on a far wider scale. The main purpose of all such literary 
activity was to magnify Judaism in the eyes of the pagan world 
and to \\in the outsider to the Jewish faith. 

During the first century A.D., while Christianity was rapidly 
spreading, Christian missionaries were largely occupied with the 
instruction of converts. Christians themselves lived in the glow 
of a new religious experience and were thrilled by the fervent 
hope of the second coming of Christ. Hence relatively little 
attention was paid to countering pagan attacks upon the new 
religion. But towards the end of the century, when the " first 
fine careless rapture" was apt to die down, 5 and heresies began to 
wean some from the faith, and to the hostility of the Jew was 
added incipient persecution by the State, the need for explicit 
apologetic plainly arose. 6 This was the more necessary in that 

1 Some earlier Greek writers had given a favourable view of the Jews. For 
example, Hecataeus of Abdera (floruit, c. 332 B.c.) appreciated the wise principles 
of Jewish theocracy (see Josephus, Con. Apion. i, 183-205, ii, 43). Manetho, 
however, an Egyptian historian of the third century B.C., gave new currency to 
a scurrilous story of Jewish origins (see Con. A pion. i, 73 ff., 227 ff.). The worst 
outbursts of Greek contempt for the Jews occurred after the Maccabean revolt. 
For a review of the early stages of anti-Semitism see art. " The outlook of Greek 
culture upon Judaism", by Rabbi I. Herzog (Hibbert journal, xxix, 49-60). 
See Schiirer, Hist. of the Jewish People, II, iii, 302 ff., 249 ff. 

2 The writings of Demetrius, Eupolemus, and Artapanus (preserved by 
Alexander Polyhistor c. 50 B.c.) represent a feebler type of Jewish literary 
propaganda. 

3 See especially Against Flaccus and On the Legation to Caius. 
4 Cf. Con. A pion. i, I. 
5 Cf. the seer's lament: "thou didst leave thy first Jove" (Rev. ii, 4). 
6 It is clear that a more general apologetic interest pervades the N.T. itself. 

See E. F. Scott, The Apologetic of the New Testament. 



INTRODUCTION 

there was widespread ignorance of the new faith. Many apologists 
plead that Christians should not be condemned unheard. 1 The 
case for Christians had now to be stated before the wider cultural 
world. 

For such a role Christian writers had ready to hand in the 
Hellenistic-Jewish apologies a precedent and to some extent 
material for their task. Not infrequently similar calumnies 
confronted both defenders of their respective faiths. Jews and 
Christians alike were charged with ' atheism ', hatred of the 
human race, and immorality. Hence the literary defence of 
the one prepared the way for that of the other. The influence 
of Philo especially is traceable in the Alexandrian Christian 
apologists. 2 

Among the comparatively few surviving works of the apolo­
getic age the Epistle to Diognetus holds an honourable place. The 
interest and charm of the Epistle are undeniable. Its rare ele­
vation of thought is clothed in language at once simple and 
stately and warmed by "intensity of conviction". Many older 
scholars disregarded the Epistle as an addendum to the works of 
Justin Martyr. But nearly all who have given it attention 
accord it high praise. Neander 3 ranks the Epistle " among the 
finest remains of Christian antiquity ". Bunsen 4 says that it 
"is indisputably, after Scripture, the finest monument we know 
of sound Christian feeling, noble courage, and manly eloquence ", 
whilst Lightfoot 5 characterizes it as " the noblest of early 
Christian writings ". 

There is, however, an air of mystery about this little document. 
Not only is it of unknown authorship and provenance, uncertain 
in date and composite in character, but, strangely enough, it is 
known neither to Eusebius nor to Photius nor indeed to any ancient 
or medireval writer. 6 Moreover, its sole textual source is a single 
medireval manuscript, which has itself perished. 

1 Cf. Athenagoras, Suppl. 2 (sub fin.). and see note on v, 12, below. 
2 Reagan, The Preaching of Peter, 54, suggests that the picture of the Christian 

life in Aristides, Athenagoras, and Diognetus is modelled on Philo's portrayal of 
the Therapeutae (On the Contemplative Life). 

• General History of the Christian Religion and Church (E.T. 1851), ii, 425. 
4 Christianity and Mankind (1854). i, 170 f. 
6 Commentary on Colossians •, pp. 154 f. 
8 It is certainly a striking fact that no ancient writer quotes or even alludes 

to the Epistle. How may we account for this unbroken silence ) By the 
generation more or less contemporary with the Epistle it may have been viewed 
with disfavour as remote from the facts of Christ's life and ministry, a piece of 
mere moralizing on the virtues of the Christian life. Writers of a later period 
may well have discarded it on the ground that it was too vague in doctrine and 
lacked dogmatic fullness and precision. The fact too that the N.T. Canon was 
then closed would tend to the relative neglect of those writings of the first and 



4 THE EPISTLE TO DIOGNETUS 

Often classed with the writings of the Apostolic Fathers, the 
Epistle to Diognctu.s belongs rather to those of the Apologists. 
Or perhaps W<' may say that it forms a literary nexus between 
th<' practil'al exhortations of the Fathers and the more formal 
apologiC's of Justin and his successors. The relation of the Epistle 
to thC' apologetic class may be more closely defined. Its theology, 
inchoate as it is, anticipates the Eastern rather than the Western 
type of Christian thought. 1 That aspect of thought, primarily 
Christological, which was to appear clearly in Athanasius, is here 
foreshadov.·ed. Further, the Epistle ranks itself with those 
didactic and apologetic tracts which sought especially to commend 
Christianity to educated readers of the time. 2 A twofold aim 
underlies the apologetic literature : first, to emphasize the truth 
and excellence of Christian teaching, to show its rational basis and 
relate it to the philosophic thought of the age ; secondly, to justify, 
by affinning the blameless conduct of Christians, the place of the 
faith in society and thus secure its toleration in the Empire. 
Included in this twofold purpose was a polemic of varying in­
tensity directed against both pagan idolatry and Jewish super­
stition. This served more or less as an offset to the apologetic 
appeal. The author of the Epistle is not indifferent to the second 
aim, s but it is not his primary concern, and, whilst his polemic 
against pagan and Jewish worship is vigorous (if flat and unoriginal), 
it is ancillary to his main object, namely, to show the reasonable­
ness of the Christian faith and its appeal as a way of life. 4 He 
does not specifically refute the gross calumnies current about 
Christians. He is content to allow his picture of the Christian 
manner of life to give them the lie. Moreover, our author is to 
be classed ·with Tatian and Theophilus in making a strong contrast 
between Christianity and antecedent faiths, heathen and Jewish 
alike. Some apologists, for example Athenagoras, recognize that 
there had been a progressive revelation of God in human history ; 
hence Christianity was the fulfilment of good already present in 

second centuries which found no place therein. Bunsen (Hippolytus and his 
Age, i, 170-3) thought that the silence respecting the Epistle might be explained 
on the supposition that it was regarded with suspicion as the work of a heretical 
writer (Marcion). But the Marcionite authorship of Diognetus is quite improb­
able. See pp. 16 f. 

1 See Scullard, Early Christian Ethics in the West (1907), pp. 8 ff., A. V. G. Allen, 
Continuity of Christian Thought (1897), p. 103. 

• Diognetus and the Octavius of Minucii.Is Felix are the two best examples of 
this type. Each, addressed to a private person, has in view a wider circle. 

2 See below, p. 39. 
• Harnack's strictures (Gesch. der altchristl. Lit. II, i, 515) on the feeble apolo­

getic of the early chapters may be admitted. But the strength of the Epistle 
lies in its positive account of the Christian way of life. 
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the pre-Christian world, a view well marked in Clement of Alex­
andria. It is not so in this Epistle. Here the Christian religion 
is conceived as a wholly new moral power rescuing men darkened 
in mind and doomed under sin. 1 Again, the author puts the 
apologetic ·emphasis in the surest place. He has nothing to say 
of miracles or even of the argument from prophecy. For him 
the Christian life itself is the unanswerable proof. True, other 
apologists make much of this plea; 2 but for him it seems almost 
the whole of his positive case. Theologically, the most striking 
differentia of the Epistle from the apologists generally is the 
insistence upon the redemptive function of the Son.3 

2. TITLE AND PLAN 

Codex Argentoratensis Graec. ix contained five treatises 
ascribed to Justin Martyr (-rov aytov 'I ova-dvov <pLA.oaoef>ov Kat 
µ,a.pTvpo,).4 Of these our Epistle was the last, though it was 
followed in the MS. by several other writings, some by a later 
hand. It bore the heading : Tov aUTov TTpo, L1Lo)IV1)Tov. It is 
printed variously by editors as EIII.ETOAH IIPO.E LJIOI'NHTON, 
IIPO.E L1IOI'NHTON EIII.ETOAH, IIPO.E L1IOI'NHTON, and 
Epistola (Epistula) ad Diognetum. 

The contents and plan may be briefly indicated. Ostensibly 
the Epistle is written to answer an inquiry made by a certain 
Diognetus 5 about the character of the Christian faith. Diognetus 
puts three pointed questions : 

(r) Who is the God the Christians trust in, and what is the 
nature of the worship they offer Him, that they are all 
led to disregard the world and despise death, to deny those 
to be gods whom the Greeks consider as such, and to 
refrain from the superstition of the Jews ? 

(2) What kind of affection is this that the Christians have for 
one another ? 

(3) Why has this new race or practice entered the world now 
and not formerly ? 

The body of the Epistle enlarges upon these questions. First, it 
discourses on the variety and material nature of heathen gods and 
the folly of worshipping them. Then follows a severe condemna­
tion of Jewish sacrifices, rites, and customs. This leads to a 

1 See below, pp. 22 ff. Note the contrasted o Tfj, a.O<K<a, Ka<po, and ci vuv ni~ 
OtKatOOIJVf/, (Katpo,), ix, I. 

2 See Aristides, Apo!. xv-xvii (Syr.), Just. Mart., Apo!. i, 14. 
3 See below, pp. 23 ff., 27 f. ·• Sec below, p. uS. 
• See note on Kpa.T<OTE J,6yv11Te (i). 
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delightful picture of early Christian life and a quasi-theological 
interpretation of the Son of God as Revealer of the true knowledge 
of the Father and Agent of man's salvation. After the manner 
of an epilogue the closing chapter commends the character and 
fruits of the faith as an imitatio Dei. Chapters xi and xii form 
an appendix by a later hand,1 the one chapter being a short 
summary of Apostolic teaching and practice, the other a little 
homily enforcing on the basis of the Garden of Eden story the 
union of knowledge and life. 

The plan of the Epistle is not explicitly stated. But the 
author follows the historical and logical order (cf. J(ij,, iii, r). 
Heathen and Jewish worship having been satirized, the main part 
of the Epistle is devoted to an exposition of Christian faith and 
concluct. In these chapters (v-x) the sequence is significant : 
first the picture of the Christian life in the world, then a theological 
disquisition on the Son of God, and finally a return to the appeal 
of the Christian life. It is interesting to see how skilfully the 
author rearranges the order of Diognetus's questions. 2 Twice he 
touches briefly on a point (iv, 6 ; v, 3) which he elaborates later 
(vii, r ff.), but in the main the progress of thought is clearly 
marked. The transition (iv, 6) to the chief theme is especially 
neat. 

The outline of the contents is as follows : 
I. Prologue. The questions of Diognetus. 
II. The Heathen. The variety and nature of their gods 

and the folly of worshipping them. 
III-IV. The Jews. (a) Their foolish sacrifices. 

(b) Their absurd rites and customs. 
\'-VII. The Christians. (a) The distinctive manner and con-

ditions of their life. 
(b) They are the soul of the world. 
(c) Their religion not discovered 

but revealed ; the mode of the 
revelation. 

VIII-IX. The Son of God. (a) Revealer of the true knowledge 
of God. 

(b) Agent of salvation. 
X. Epilogue. The Christian faith as an imitatio 

Dei-its character and fruits. 
XI-XII. Appendix. The ministry of the Word in the 

Church and the individual (XI). 

1 See below, pp. C,4 ff. 

The indissoluble union of knowledge 
and life (XII). 

2 See below, p. 92. 
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3. LITERARY FORM 

It is a necessary preliminary in appraising an ancient piece of 
writing to set it in its proper literary class. As regards Diognetus 
the general category is clear. It is an epistle, a term which, as 
we have seen,1 editors generally add to its original title. We need 
not here trace the origin and development of the epistolary form. 2 

It is more to the point to state the character of an epistle. The 
term may be interpreted in the light of Deissmann's 3 fundamental 
distinction between a ' letter ' and an ' epistle ', a distinction 
which, while calling for caution in its application to the letters of 
the New Testament, remains valid in the main. A letter is a 
written communication destined for one definite person or group 
of persons. It is, therefore, private in content and aim and in­
stinct with personal feeling. Anything in the nature of elabora­
tion or artifice is foreign to its purpose, namely, the maintenance 
of intimate intercourse. 4 The aim of an epistle, on the other 
hand, is avowedly general. The wider its circulation, the more 
fully is its purpose met. Hence an epistle is usually restrained 
and impersonal. It casts little, if any, direct light upon the 
personality of its author. Written with an eye upon a public 
circle, it has necessarily sometting of a studied character. It is, 
in Deissmann's words, "a product of literary art". 

Certainly Diognetus is not a true letter after the Pauline type 
(Romans and Ephesians excepted) or even in the manner of the 
writings of Ignatius and Polycarp. 5 These were called forth for 
the most part by a specific occasion and need and aspire to little 
or no literary merit. This is not to deny high literary quality, 
especially in Paul's writings, 6 but to affirm that literary excellence 
was not their conscious aim. On the other hand, our author, 

, whether answering a genuine inquirer or penning an open letter 
to an imaginary one,7 is quite alive to literary effect and states 
his case with obvious care. He furnishes his 'epistle ' "'ith an 
individuai address and sets forth in the Prologue his purpose and 

1 See above, p. 5. 
2 See Meecham, The Oldest Version of the Bible, pp. 206 ff. 
3 Bible Studies,• pp. 3-59. 
4 " The more faithfully it catches the tone of the private conversation, the 

more of a letter, that is, the better a letter, it is" (Deissmann, op. cit., p. 3). 
' Note the absence from our Epistle of the familiar formulae of greeting, 

xatp«v or xalp«v Ka< <ppwa0a,, and of valediction, ,ppwao (,pp,ua8e). 
• See U. von Wilamowitz' tribute to Paul as" one of the classicists of Hellenism" 

(cited in J. Weiss, Primitive Christianity, E.T. i, 399). For an adverse view of 
Paul's Greek, see W. G. Rutherford, St. Paul's Epistle lo the Romans, p. xvii. 

7 " Un personnage sans doute fictif du nom de Diognetos ", Batiffol, A nciowes 
Litteratures Chretiennes, I (La Litterature grecque), 93. But see l\Iolland, p. 303. 
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function. 1 It may well be that, had the Epilogue been complete 
(x, 8), 2 some reference would have appeared to the fulfilment of 
his task. 3 Despite its individual address, the document is obviously 
intended to reach a wider constituency. 4 Under cover of answer­
ing the inquiries of an individual the author seeks to offer to the 
cultured world a reasoned exposition of the Christian faith. He 
makes no attempt to maintain the illusion of an ' epistle ' by the 
repeated mention of the name of the addressee or by the inclusion 
of any homely personal touches. The didactic aim and content 
of our Epistle mark it out as an apologetic treatise in epistolary 
dress. 5 Ewald 8 thinks that it is a studied answer tc:i a book 
•.uitten by Diognetus about his failure to understand Christianity. 
But this is mere surmise. 

The question may be raised whether this so-called Epistle is 
not more in the nature of a written discourse. Some phrases 
f th t • . \ \ ' , \ \ • , (" b ft ) , A avour a VleW . KaL TO l\€YELV KaL TO aKOV€LV 1 SU n. , €L1T€LV 

OVTW, ... OVTW, CLKOVO"aL (ibid.), ,\6yov KaLVOV ... aKpoaT~, 

(ii, r), 110,\110. . . . € L1T€LV EXOLf-LL . . . TO 11 A€lw My€LV (ii, ro). 
Cf. 2 Clem. xv, 2, o Mywv Kat a.Kovwv, i, 2, oZ aKovoVT€,. The 
rhetorical passages in Diognetus (ii; vii, r f. ; ix, 3 al.), the fre­
quent interrogative form (ii ; iv), and the brief partial arguments, 
may also point in this direction. t>n the other hand may be set 
epistolary features in the individual address 7 and the P.rologue. 
Birks s thinks that Diognetus "seems rather to be a discourse 
delivered in a Christian assembly into which the eminent inquirer 
had found his way ". This hypothesis may, as Dr. W. Telfer 
points out,9 absolve our author from the charge of inadequacy 
in statement (e.g. in his discussion of idolatry, ii), since spoken 

1 Cf. Prol. of Sirach; 2 Mace. ii, 19-32; Polyb. iv, 1-2; Lk. i, 1-4 ·; Acts i, I. 
2 See below, p. 64. 
3 Cf. Aristeas, 322: "thou art now, 0 Philocrates, in receipt of the full story, • 

as I promised ". 
• The dedication to an individual is quite in keeping with an ancient practice 

that first prevailed in the Hellenistic age. See Cadbury, The Making of Luke­
Acts, p. 201. Cf. the dedication of the Third Gospel and Acts to Theophilus and 
that of the writings of Josephus to "most excellent Epaphroditus ". Several 
Christian apologies were addressed to Roman emperors. In all such instances the 
individual is but the single representative of the class to whom the writer wishes 
to appeal. 

" In this regard Diognetus is akin to Theophilus's ad Aulol. and Cyprian's 
ad Donatum. So also 2 Clement and the Epistle of Barnabas are ' epistles ' in 
form only. 

'· Hist. of Israel, viii, 175. 
'This, however, is not infrequent in treatises. Cf. Hippolytus, de Antichristo, 

addn,ssed to "my beloved brother, Theophilus". 
' In V.'ace and Piercy, Dictionary of Christian Biography, pp. 257 ff. • 
• In ].T.S. xiv (1944), 224 f. 
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arguments are necessarily short and self-contained. But there is 
no decisive evidence on the point.1 We can hardly go farther 
than to describe Diognetus as a tract in epistolary form. 

(r) Size. 

4. VOCABULARY, GRAMMAR, AND STYLE 

(i) Vocabulary 

The Epistle contains 698 words, excluding proper names, 
pronouns, and the article. Ninety-three of those which occur in 
chs. xi-xii are not found in chs. i-x. 

(2) Analysis. 

A careful analysis of the vocabulary yields the following results. 
The classical words 2 number 664, the post-classical 3 thirty-four. 
This predominance of the classical strain (95 per cent.) holds 
good of the Epistle proper (i-x) ; in the two appended chapters 
the proportion of post-classical words is higher (II per cent.). 
There appear occasionally a word of Ionic origin 4 and a pre­
dilection for semi-poetical forms. 5 

In relation to the Greek Bible, 580 words of the Epistle are 
found in both LXX and N.T., sixty-four in LXX only, and ten 
in N.T. only. Forty-four words do not appear in the Greek 
Bible. To the influence of the language of the Greek Bible we 
may trace some forms or words which are rare in Attic prose 
(e.g. ,\a6s-, ayws-) or used there in a different sense (e.g. 86!a). 
Some terms derive directly from their use in the Greek Bible : 
1raaxa, av1:!i;,cvtaaTOS-, µ.aKpo~µ.os (-lw), OAOKaVTWf-La, 1TEptTOf-L~, 
aµ.~v. 

(3) Rare words. 

a.VTaAAay~, a.1TEptvoT)TOS-, eyKaTaaTT)pt,w, ELKatOTT)S-, ,\,0o!6os-, 
1TaVToKT{aTTJS-, 1rpoaya1raw, avyxpWT{,oµ.ai, aVVETt,w, TEKvoyovlw, 
V1TEpa1rovoa,w. 

(4) Favourite words (the figures indicate the number of occurrences). 
emyivwaKW (5), Ornal/31:ta (5), i8ws- (8), KOAa,w (7), AOl1TOS- (5), 

1raplxw (7). 
1 Moffatt, Introd. to the Literature of the New Testament,• p. 47, points out 

that the epistle and the oral address were of kindred origin. " It is often a real 
problem to determine whether a given writing is a .\oyos or an ,,rnrro,\ry. In 
many cases the epistolary form is little more than a literary device . the 
epistolary form of composition as the nearest to that of the oration." 

2 Words found before 322 B.C. 
3 Words first found after 322 B.c. Most of these terms are specified in the 

notes. 
4 e.g. Ka.\tl1rTw (ix, 3. See note). • d9lµ,urros (iv, 2 v.l.), a.cf,parrros (viii, 9). 
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(5) Other features. 

Religious and ethical tenns naturally predominate. A notice­
able feature is the use of apparent synonyms: 

rrpoaKvvlw (of the worship of idols, ii, 4, 5), 0€oa€{3ew (of the 
~·orship of God, iii, r). alf3w (ii, 7 ; iii, 2) and 0p71aK€uw 
(1, r ; u, 8) are used of both idols and God. 

0rnat!f3na, AaTp€ta, 0p71aK€ta (iii, 2, 3). 
voµ,t,w, oZoµ,ai, OOK£W, ~yloµ,ai, Aoyl,oµ,ai, cppovlw (iv, I, 5 al.). 
t'moµ,£Vw, a.vlxoµ,a, (ii, 9). 
rrpoaayw, rrpoacplpw (iii, 2-3). 
a.cppoauVTJ, µ,wp{a, (iii, 3). 
xop71ylw, rraplxw (iii, 4). 
Kamcppovlw, V7r€popaw (i). 
vrroamai,, iJ')..71 (ii, r, 3). 
€r8o,, µ,op</,~ (ii, I, 3). 
£Trt0€LKVVµ,t, 0.'TrOKaAuTrTW, cpav€pow (viii, 5, 6, II). 

Some terms suggest Philonic influence on our author 1 : 

0.7r€plVOTJTO, (vii, 2). Cf. Philo, de mut. nom. 15 (o Aoyo,). For 
€1.KaLOTTJ, (iv, 6) cf. quod det. pot. ro (see p. roS), while /3€A-nova0ai 
(vi, 9) is frequently used of the soul in Philo. See also note on 
xAd71, ahov (iv, 4). 

Terms of a Pauline flavour are frequent : XPTJUTOTTJ,, olKovoµ,la, 
7Tap€0p€uw, avv~0na, a.</,0apala, £KAO~, etc. 

The author makes liberal use of compound formations in both 
verbs 2 (µ,eraµ,op<pow, T€icvoyovlw, etc.) and nouns (a.pyvpoKorro,, 
etc.). Words in ci.- privative abouncJ. For other points of vocabu­
lary, see pp. 65 f. 

(ii) Grammar 
(r) Orthography. 

We note rrMov (ii, 7; iv, 5 ; x, 5), not rrA€i:ov. Att. Gk. often 
dropped the L in n before vowels. H.Gk. almost always shows 
the diphthong, though the Lis occasionally omitted in Ptolemaic 
papyri. For the preponderance of rrA€wv in LXX and N.T. see 
Thackeray, Gram. i, Sr, W. H., The New Testament in the Original 
Greek,2 Appendix, p. 158, respectively. See also Moulton­
Howard, Gram., p. 82, and for the Ptolemaic papyri • Mayser, 
Gram., i, 68 f. Instances of vowel contraction appear in xpvaov,, 
ii, 7 (but a.pyvplov,, ibid. where, however, Otto prints the con-

' The author of Supernatural Religion 3 (ii, 358) thinks that the writer of the 
Epistle was "evidently well acquainted" with the works of Philo. 

2 Compound verbs number 96 in all, among which the formative prepositions 
01-Q. (II times),,rapa. (lo), 1rpo (9), d1ro (9) predominate. 
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traded form), apKouvTwi; (iv, 6), vovµ:'lvta (iv, r, the correct Att. 
form. The Koine shows vrnµ,11vta and vovµ,11vta}, olµ,ai (iii, 1), 
7Tpaih11,; (vii, 4) for classical 7Tpao-r11,;, 

Elision takes place usually before pronouns, particles, negatives, 
and prepositions. For example, d,\,\' a&ro,; (vii, 2), d,\,\' w,; (v, 5), 
d,\,\' ov (v, 6 al.), d,\,\' tv (vii, 4). But no elision occurs before a 
distinctive or emphatic word. So d,\,\a. av0pw7Toi; (ii, 9, cf. ix, 2 ; 

xi, I}, 7Tapa dv0pcfnrov (iv, 6. Contrast 7Tap' tµ,ov, iv, 1). We find 
oia (xi, 3 al.), but oi' (xi, 5). a1To (vii, 2), t1Tt (xii, 6), KaTa (ix, I} are 
elided. We have vcf,' vµ,wv (ii, 4), v-rro dv0pc.!mwv (ibid.). Cf. xi, z, 
V1TO a1TtaTWV .. , V1T1 a&Tov. o' occurs six times (ii, 2 al.), but 
ol sixteen times (ii, 2 al.). T€ is not elided (xii, 5), nor are OUT€ 
(v, r) and ovol (vii, r). But we find 1TOT 1 (viii, r), ylvoiT' av (ii, 3), 
OUVatT

1 

av (ii, 4; viii, 3), ~yotVT
1 

av (iii, 3), Tav0' vµ,wv (ii, 9. Cf. 
iii, 3), TOVT

1 

a&Tot<; (v, 3), 1TC1VT 1 (ix, r}, 1Tav0' (v, 5). Only one 
instance of crasis appears, Kav (ii, ro). 

As to consonants the spelling aa is predominant over TT. 
Note aVTLTaaaw (vi, 5), 0a,\aaaa (vii, 2), 7T€piaao<; (ii, ro), -rrAaaaw 
(ii, 3), cpvAaaaw (vii, r), Kpt!.laawv (ii, 2; X, 6), but tAaTTWV (x, 6). 
The Att. TT (shared only with some two or three other dialects) 
makes but sporadic appearances in the Koine, which has generally 
adopted aa. But exceptions are tAaTTwv, ifrrwv, Kpt!.lTTwv (and 
derivations of the first two), both forms of which appear, e.g. 
in the books of Maccabees (cf. 2 Mace. v, 5 ; iv, 40 ; r Mace. iii, 
59 ; xiii, 5). For the Att. a.pµ,mw we have the Hellenistic 
a.pµ,6,w (xii, 9), as in Aristeas, 43; Polyb. iii, r6; 2 Mace. 
xiv, 22 ; 2 Cor. xi, 2. 

The author writes ovTwi; before both vowels (vii, r) and con­
sonants (x, 3), as also in LXX, N.T., and papyri. "Final -,; in 
ovTw,; is practically fixed" (Moulton-Howard, Gram. ii, rr2). 
µ,lxpi occurs twice, each time before a consonant (ix, r ; x, 7). 
Final -v is invariably appended to the third person verbal-ending 
before a vowel or diphthong (dafj,\0€v di;, i). 

(2) Inflexion. 
Here we note the present forms 01Aw, J0/),,_w (x, 4, 6), and the 

augmented forms of ouvaµ,ai and flou,\oµ,ai: ~ovv17011 (ix, 3), as 
commonly in later Attic, but lf1ovAoµ,€0a (ix, r), lflov,\17811 (ix, 6). 
So also in the N.T. the lflov,\- form always appears, and prevails in 
the LXX. The syllabic augment is dropped from the pluperfects 
1TrnA17pwTo and 1T€<pavlpwTo (ix, 2), as usually in the N.T. 
(Mark xiv, 44 al.). In Ei'.aaEv (ix, r) we have the Att. augment in 
€t, which the Koine generally retains. The author prefers the 
classical form of the in:fin. xpfja0ai (vii, 5. Cf. 2 Mace. iv, 19 ; 
xi, 31), not the later Attic and Hellenistic XPii.a0a,. 
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(3) Svntax. 

The future ept::'iTE (ii, 1) is used for the present tense. See note 
ad Zoe. A verb of perception is idiomatically followed by acc. 
and participle (opw . . . Vrrt::pwrrov8aKdTa. a€ . . . rruv0av6µ,t::vov, 
i). The articular infin. is in frequent use as equivalent to a noun 
(clewn examples, iv, z al.), and following a preposition (Eis-, ix, 6; 
J,.-i, x, 7 ; rrt::pi, ii, IO ; iii, 1). The simple infin. expresses purpose 
(</>aPt::pwaai, ix, z), and is fr('quently epexegetic after verbs (µ,a0t::'iv, 
i. Cf. iv, 6; KaAvtpat, ix, 3) and adjs. (t::lat::>..0t::'iv, ix, 1; aw,Ew, 
ix, 6). It follows Kw>..vw (iv, 3 ; vi, 5), rrptv if (ii, 3, see note), rrptv 
(,iii, 1), and is used absolutely in arr>..ws- 8' t::lrrt::'iv (vi, 1). The future 
infin. follows µ,D,'A.w (viii, z), as often in class. Gk. The pres. 
participle (Kpivov-ra, vii, 6) inclines to express purpose (see note). 
For the imperatival force of i8t:: (accented as in later Gk. ; Att. 
l8/) see on ii, r. We note the periphrastic per£. in v, I, 3, and a 
fondness for the opt. with av (ii, 3, 4 al.). The mid. voice occurs 
fifteen times and is appropriately used ; cf. the force of ev8t::lKvvv-ra, 
(v, 4) and drr/8oTo (ix, 2), etc. 

Under Cases we note the dat. of agent (eKaaTcp) after the per£. 
participle pass. (ii, 3). The Prepositions call for little notice. 
iirro, c. genit., is used of an inanimate agent (ii, 2 al.), Ka0' eaVTovs­
(ix, 1) as a periphrasis for the simple genit. We note the practical 
equivalence of KaTa, c. genit. and KaTa, c. acc. (vi, 2). The con­
junction ,va is found five times in its class. use denoting purpose 
(ii, 2 al.) and once in the extended sense indicating content (ix, 5). 

Particles, etc., are plentiful and representative. We remark 
ovTws- ... ws- (i); av, c. infin. (i), aorist indic. (viii, n), and poten­
tial opt. (ii. 3, 4 al.). ws- av occurs with fut. participle (ii, r) ; 
oov appears always in the second place (ii, 9 ; ix, I, 6). ws- is 
very frequent (iv, 2, 3 al.) ; 8io (xii, 4), apa (vii, 3), KaLTo, (viii, 3), 
Tolvvv (iii, 2) occur but once each. 

Under the Article we· mark its omission with proper names· 
(' I ov81foi. See below, p. 94) and with definite natural phenomena 
(at::A1)V1), iv, 5, yij, 0&.>..aaaa, vii, 2). The principle· seems to be 
observed that where a genit. is dependent on another noun the 
art. is used with both or neither; cf. rfj 8vvaµ,t::i Tov 0t::ov (ix, r), 
a.voµ,la rroA>..wv (ix, 5), µ,vaT17pia 0t::ov (x, 7). The presence or 
absence of the art. with 0t::os- is instructive. It is mostly used with 
0t::6, in the nom. (vi, ro; vii, 2 al.), except in subordinate clauses 
(viii I • ix 2 • x 7 • xii 3). In the oblique cases it is occasionally 
inse~ted (i~. ; dl.),' so~etimes to effect correlation (ix, I, 2, 4) 
and once (viii, 2) to distinguish the subject of t::lva, ; but more 
frequently it is omitted (iv, 3; viii, 3 al.). In some instances the 
absence of the art. serves to bring out the characteristic quality 
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of the noun, 'one who is God'. So vii, 9; x, 4, 5, 6 (bis) ; xii, 
8. After prepositions the usage varies. Cf. vTTo -rofJ 0EofJ (iv, z), 
vTTo 0rnv (iv, 4), TTapa -rov 0rnv (x, 6), 7Tapa 0€<jJ (xii, 8). See p. n, 
n. 3. The relative pron. has the demonstrative force of the art. 
• " ' " ,;, , ( ' ' ' ~ ') .. l Ill OS' fL€V , , . OS' 0€ = 0 fl,€11 , , • 0 0€ , 11, 3, a . 

In general, the author's syntax is correct and careful. Some 
laxity, however, is seen in iii, 5, where the sentence -rwv µ,iv K-rll. 
is isolated, being either an irregular genit. abs. or a clause loosely 
attached to the preceding genit. -rwv ... JvOHKVvµlvwv. See 
note ad loc. 

(iii) Style 

The style throughout is elegant and graceful.1 It is clear that 
the author did not share the indifference of some apologists to 
charm of diction and style. 2 Fitting word and phrase, an abun­
dance of striking contrast, an arrangement orderly and concise, 
and a tone instinct with vigour and life-all stamp the unknown 
author as a man of high literary skill. Some grandiose phrases 
create a semi-rhetorical effect, 3 which is enhanced by the frequent 
use of the rhetorical question (ii, z ff. ; iv, z ff.) and exclamation 
(ix, 2, 5). The epigrammatic element is marked (' they share cJ,ll 
things as citizens, and suffer all things as strangers', v, 5, etc.). 
We find pleonasm (ii, 9; note vTToµbw and dvlxoµm), parono­
masia (Koiv~v ... Kol-r11v, v, 7)," alliteration (v, 13; vii, 12 
(init.) ; viii, 8), and the use of negative opposites· formed by 
a-privative (opa-r6, ... d6pa-ros, vi, 4, etc.). The following 
figures of speech appear (see Notes) : zeugma (ii, 1), chiasmus 
(iv, 5), epanastrophe (v, 16 KoAa~w. viii, 5-6 JmoElKvvµ,), and 
litotes (xii, 3 ovoE O.OTJfLa). Apart from the elaborate opening 
period the sentences are mainly short (vii, 2; ix, 6 are exceptions), 
while sometimes pregnant with meaning ; how striking, for 
example, is the terse statement 'free board they provide-but 
no carnal bed' (v, 7). The sentences are often idiomatic and 
well-balanced (iv, 2; v, 12), and occasionally take the form of a 
neat antithesis (ix, 5 ; cf. also vii, 4-5). It is especially noticeable 
that in v, 5-vi, g short sentences of almost similar length are of 

1 Th. Keim (Rom und das Christenthum, 461) eulogizes " die reine, klassische 
Sprache, der schone, korrekte Satzbau, die rhetorische Frische, die schlagenden 
Antithesen, der geistreiche Ausdruck, die logische Abrundung" of the Letter, 
while E. Norden (Die antike Kunstprosa, II• (1909), p. 513, n. 2) sums up the 
style as " brilliant " (" Der brief an Diognet ... zu dem Gla.nzendsten gehi:irt "). 

• There is nothing in the Epistle to match, for example, the tedious digres­
sions and cumbersome clauses which appear in Just. Mart. 

3 For example, ~ Ka-racrraa,s -rfjs ,avrwv 1ro)u-rdas (v, 4) . 
• Cf. Wisd. xiii, II (£ui,allws ... £u1rp£1rws), Lk. xxi, II (,\o,i,o, Ka, ,\,i,oi). 
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the antithetic type and marked by a kind of rhyme (cf. TTaaa 
i:' ' , • - I - I C' ) 1 N t ~El'l) 'TTaTpL, ECJ'TLV aVTWIJ, KaL 'TTaaa 'TTaTpL, !,Ell1J, V, 5 . 0 e 
especially the succession of brief clauses ending in -rnt (v, 
II-12, 14-16). 

A certain rhythmical force in three passages suggests that they 
are excerpts from Christian hymns (see on vii, 4 ; ix, 2 ; xi, 3). 
We note the series of co-ordinate clauses strung together by Ka{ 

(,·, 10-15 ; vi, 2-9. Cf. xi, 6 ; xii, 9), though asyndeton is not 
uncommon (ii, 9 ; v, 6 yaµ,ovaiv ... 'TEKvoyovovaLIJ, ix, 2b, 6). 
The word order is careful in the main ; not infrequently the verb 
stands at the beginning of the sentence (vi, 2 f.). 

The author is especially prone to reiterate the same root words 
and constructions as a kind of link in the immediate context. 
The following instances show this marked feature of the style : 

Repetition of 7rponp11µ,&o, (iii, 2), twoTTowvµ,aL (v, 12, 16), 
c!i 7TEL8apxe'i (vii, 2). Cf. also KOAatw (v, 16), E'TTLOElKVVf-1,L 

(viii, 5-6) noted above. 7Tapexn avros- follows up miaLV ~µ,'iv 

xop11ywv (iii, 4), {Jta resumes {3Latoµ,EVOS- (vii, 4), 0.'TTOOEKTOS­

answers to a.TTooexu (viii, 2-3), and KpivoVTa follows Kplvwv 

(vii, 5, 6). 2 In this connexion note vii, 4-6 (TTeµ,TTwv-lTTEf-LY,Ev 

(six timeS)---'iTEf-L'PH), ix, l (ro a.ovvarov---rfi ovvaµ,n-ovvaro{), 

ix, 5 (d.voµ,ia-OLKaup--dvoµ,ov,-OLKaLwar,), ix, 6 (ro a.ovvarov­

ovvarov-ra. d.ovvara). w TWV ll.'TTpoaOOK'T}'TWV evepyeaLWV (ix, S) 
repeats the closing part of viii, II. Repetition frequently 
serves for emphasis. Cf. the reiterated rniha (ii, 5, 9; vii, 9), 
ws- (vii, 4), avros- (vii, 2 ; ix, 2). The projection of words has 
the same effect (cf. T~v alriav, v, 17). 

Nevertheless, the author can effectively vary his expressions 
(cf. TOU, V'TTOOEEUTEpovs-, x, 5; TOLS- E'TTLOEOf-LEVOL,, x, 6; e7r{yELOS- ••• 

8v.,,-ro, ... a.v0pwmvo,, vii, I). He plays skilfully with pre­
positional variations on the same root verb (avvexw and Karexw, 

vi, 7, KaTOLKEW and 7TapoLKEW, vi, 8, OLaTaaaw and V'TTO'T<laaw, vii, 2, 
7Tapexw and f-1,ETEXW, viii, II, KarayLVWUKW and emywwaKW, X, 7). 
We note the habit of repeating the same thought in different 

1 Puech (Les apol. grecs, 256) thinks that this is part of the technique which the 
author owed to the rhetorical schools, and points out that this form matches the 
author's view of the paradoxical character of the Christian faith (v, 4) : "l'anti­
these est ici exigee par la pensee ". Similar Greek stylistic influence is apparent 
in Melito (see the Homily on the Passion). But it is not improbable that we may 
detect also Semitic influence of the LXX (especially the Psalms and the Wisdom 
books) on both authors. 

2 Cf. Rom. xii, 13 :ff. (repeated S,wKW, d,>.oyew, q,pov,w), 2 Pet. ii, 1-3 (triple 
occurrence of aww>.«a). This stylistic artifice is patent in Melito's Homily on 
the Passion (ed. C. Bonner). See § § 59, 91 (S, awov repeated 5 times), 93 
(w,Kpos repeated 12 times). 
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terms (e.g. 8i86vai-------yEpalpHv------'TTapixHv, of man's offering to God, 
iii, 4-6) or varying form (' the soul has been confined within the 
body ', vi, 7 ; ' the soul, though immortal, dwells in a mortal 
tabernacle', vi, 8). Note also 'the flesh hates the soul' (vi, 5), 
'the flesh which hates it (the soul)' (vi, 6). The same feature is 
observable in the rhetorical questions in eh. ii ; cf. ' another 
silver, which needs a man to guard it lest it be stolen ' (z) with 
'those of silver and gold ... lest they be stolen' (7). Note 
also ow71TT6, (ii, z) and a717r6µ,Eva (ii, 4), <f,0af>TiJ, vA71, (ii, 3) and 
<f,0Etp6µ,Eva (ii, 4). Now and again the author anticipates possible 
objections-a rhetorical device. Cf. 'as one might suppose ' 
(vii, 2, 3) ; 'not at all ... sins ' (ix, r), ' He did not hate', etc. 
(ix, z). He has one or two vivid metaphors (the Christian in the 
world is like the soul in the body, vi, I ff., deceptive custom must 
be ' unloaded ' like luggage, ii, r). He shows an ironical vein 
(cf. the epithet d(i6maTo, and the parenthesis in viii, z), 1 not to 
mention a refreshing candour. 2 He can also strike a moralizing 
note (vi, ro). 

Among particular stylistic features we may name the careful 
use of tenses : note the discrimination between the pres. and aor. 
• fi ( ' ' ' ' - ' ' ' ' - ') th f Ill n. TO I\EYELV . . . EL7TELV, TO aKOVELV . . . aKovaat, I ' e per . 
and aor. infin. (1.uµ,a071K€Vat ... µ,a0E'iv, iv, 6), the perf. and pres. 
tenses (vi, 2, 7; vii, 2; viii, 2, 6, n), and the full force of the 
perf. indic. (JyKEKAetaTat, yi, 7, etc.). There is an abundance of 
adjectives in d-privative (thirty-three instances in the Epistle), 
which Aristotle 3 accounts a mark of elevated style. We observe 
the frequency of µ,Ev . . . Si (twenty-two times), of particles 
(see p. 65), and of resumptive oVTo, (vi, I ; vii, z ; x, 6). Com­
pound verbs abound (ninety-six in all, four being double com­
pounds). Sometimes a compound verb is resumed by its simplex 
form with no appreciable difference of meaning (cf. KaTotKiw ... 

olKiw, v, 4, 5). 4 In vi, 5 hiatus is avoided by the use of 3t6Tt 

(note causal oTt in the same section). Once (ii, 9) yap ends a 
sentence. Diminutives are entirely lacking. 5 

1 Speaking of ' those specious philosophers ' who say that God is fire. he adds : 
' they call that God whereunto they themselves are destined to go '. See also 
ii, 9, n. {Ta1fr11s Tijs KoAaaews). 

2 See note on KpaTtOT< Ll,6yv11T< (i). 
3 Rhet. iii, 6, 7. 
• A class. idiom surviving in N.T. Greek (Moulton, Proleg. u5). 
0 a,Tlov (vi, 9), op,ov (xi, 5), and xwp{ov (xii, 2) are diminutives in form only. 

A frequent use of diminutives is a sign of colloquialism. Their absence from our 
Epistle is in keeping with its literary quality. 
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5. AUTHORSHIP AND DATE 

As so often in early literature, the authorship is veiled. Ex­
ternal evidence is entirely lacking. The Epistle itself is curiously 
impersonal. It is clear that the author is a man of furnished 
mind, who handles his theme with considerable skill but gives no 
clue to his identity. He never even allies himself explicitly with 
the Christians, though his personal faith is unmistakable. 1 The 
phrases • a disciple of apostles ' 2 and ' a teacher of the Gentiles ' 
are vague in meaning and relate only to the writer of the appended 
chapters. One negative finding may be taken as assured. Few 
scholars would now accept the traditional ascription to Justin 
Martyr. 3 Language and style, apart from other features, are 
decisive on this point. The door of speculation thus stands open, 
and many have not hesitated to enter boldly in. Bunsen's view 4 

that the Epistle (chs. i-x) came from Marcion before his secession 
from the Church is very improbable. Buonaiuti has revived this 
theory. 5 It is true that there are general features common to 
Marcion and Diognetus: the emphasis on the practical aspects of 
religion, the marked soteriological interest, the anti-Judaic 
temper, and the insistence on the uniqueness and newness of 
Christianity. But the differences are fundamental. The Epistle 
shows no sign of Marcion's dualism, the hard, just Demiurge of 
the Old Testament, the loving Father-God of the New. Diognetus 
indeed credits the Jews with the worship of ' the one God of 
the universe ' (iii, 2). For Marcion the supreme God can have 
no contact with matter ; the creator of the visible world is the 
Demiurge. Diognetus, on the other hand, speaks of 'the all­
creating God ' (o 7TaVToKrla'T7J,;, vii, r), Creator of the universe 
(viii, 7), the world (x, 2), the elements (viii, 2), and things 
(iv, z). It uses similar language about the Son: 'the very 
Artificer and Maker of the universe' (vii, 2). Man, according 
to Marcion, is the offspring of the creator of the world ; he has 
no kinship with the. God of love. Diognetus (x, 2) affirms that 
God made man in His own image. Marcion takes the Pauline 
view of faith as trust in the unmerited grace of God revealed in 
Christ ; in the Epistle ' faith' seems to have a more intellectual 
content. 6 The Docetism of Marcion is hardly consistent with 
Diognetus, vii, 4: • He sent him as Man to men'. Finally, 
Diognetus, v, 6, regards marriage as the normal state, whereas the 

1 " C'est un croyant qui parle " (G. Bardy, La Vie spirituelle d'aprils les 
Peres des trois premiers siilcles, 90). 

2 See note on xi, r. 3 See below, pp. 61 f. 
'Christianity and Mankind, i, 170 ff. 
' See Molland, pp. 301 ff. 0 See below, p. 40. 
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strict asceticism of Marcion leads him to condemn wedlock and 
parentage. 1 

Even less probable are the views which ascribe the Epistle to 
Clement of Rome (Baratier) and Apollos (Gallandi). Dorner 2 

would assign it to Quadratus, the earliest apologist, a fragment of 
whose work is preserved in Eusebius. 3 Doulcet 4 and Kihn " 
assign it to the author of the Apology of Aristides. 6 Other names 
suggested are Apelles (Draseke),7 Lucian the martyr (Chapman),8 

Ambrosius (Birks),0 Hippolytus (R. H. Connolly). 10 Donaldson 11 

indeed was put to such straits in this matter that he was disposed 
to make its first editor (H. Stephanus, 1592) its author ! But 
he states, " I am inclined to think it more likely that some of the 
Greeks who came over to Italy when threatened by the Turks 
may have written the treatise, not so much from the wish to 
counterfeit a work of Justin's as to write a good declamation in 
the old style". "But", he went on to add, "there is no sound 
basis for any theory with regard to this remarkable production ''. 

1 See Tertullian, adv. Marc. i, 29, iv, 34. 
• Person of Christ (E.T., 1861), I, i, 374 f. 
3 H.E. iv, 3. See below, pp. 148 ff. 
• Revue des Questions historiques, xxviii (1880), 601-12. 
6 Der Ursprung des Briefes an Diognet (1882), pp. 95-154. 
6 See below, pp. 59 ff. 
7 In jahrbucher fur protestantische Theologie (1881). p. 466. 
8 Catholic Encyclopedia, v, 8 f. 
9 Birks (Diet. of Christian Biography, II, 162 ff. See also his revised art. in 

Wace and Piercy, Diet. of Christian Biography (1911). pp. 257 ff.) holds that the 
heading• of the same' does not directly attribute the Epistle to Justin but relates 
it to the author of the treatise To the Greeks which immediately preceded it in the 
MS. (see below, p. 68). In support he points out features of style and diction 
common to both documents. Cureton, Spicilegium Syriacum (1855). had given 
from a sixth- or seventh-century MS. a Syriac version of a discourse almost identical 
with To the Greeks, ascribed to " Ambrosius, a chief man of Greece, who became 
a Christian, and all his fellow-councillors raised a clamour against him ". Birks. 
therefore, thinks that both To the Greeks and To Diognetus came from the hand of 
Ambrosius. He suggests that probably an old copy exhibited three works of 
Ambrosius-an avowal of Christianity and answers To the Greeks and To Diognetus. 
The first document is lost; the second is a sample of numerous controversial works ; 
the third, the Epistle to Diognetus, though fragmentary, is unique, apologetic but 
also catechetical in character, chs. xi-xii forming, as he is disposed to think. part 
of the same discourse as chs. i-x (see below, p. 64). 

Birks's hypothesis, which rests partly on the kinship between To the Greeks 
and To Diognetus, has not won any general favour, though Cruttwell, A Literary 
History of Early Christianity, i, 301 f., is favourably inclined to it. 

10 j.T.S. xxxvi (1935). 347 ff. Connolly argues that the similarity between 
Diognetus, vii, 1-5 and Hippolytus, Philos. x. 33 points to common authorship. 
These two passages are alike not only in theme and argument, but also in structure. 
and in two places they show such close resemblances in thought and language that 
" accidental coincidence seems out of the question ". 

11 A Critical History of Christian Literature and Doctrine (1866), ii, 141 L 

2 
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Similarly, Overbeck 1 called in question the literary honesty of 
the writer of the Epistle. "There are no adequate means of 
determining its authorship ", says Westcott. 2 " But ", he con­
tinues, " it is enough that we can regard it as the natural out­
pouring of a Greek heart holding converse with a Greek mind in 
the language of old philosophers ". 

The question of the date is only to a less degree indeterminate. 
The internal evidence is far from conclusive. The references to 
persecution are general in character and allow no sure deduction. 3 

No chronological significance attaches to the description of 
Christianity as ' this new race or practice ' (i), since Tertullian 
and Eusebius can both speak of Christianity in their times in 
similar terms. Nor again does the fact that the author writes 
of Je\\ish sacrifices and ritual in the present tense necessarily 
imply that the Temple was still standing. For not only does it 
appear that sacrifices continued to be offered after A.D. 70 in 
various places, 4 but a Christian writer might naturally speak of 
the J e\\ish ritual as still obligatory, as indeed the pious Jew firmly 
held it to be. 5 On the other hand, it is precarious to infer a late 
date from the use of the term olKovoµ.iKWS' (ix, I. Cod. Argent.), 
which fourth- and fifth-century writers employ to denote the 
inner relations of the Godhead. This theological nicety is foreign 
to the thought of the Epistle, and it is safer to adopt Lachmann's 
emendation olKovoµ.TjKWS' (' planned '). 

The very universality of thought and tone makes it hard to 
fix the period of the Epistle. 6 Westcott would place it as early 
as A.D. n7. If that is too early, Overbeck's post-Constantinian 

1 Ueber den pseudojustinischen Brief an Diognet (1872); Studien zur Gesch. der 
alten Kirche, i (1875). R. B. Drummond in the Academy, iv (1873), 27 ff. favour­
ablv reviews Overbeck's case for a late origin of the Epistle. More recently P. 
Th~msen (Philologische Wochenschrift (1930), 561-3) hazards a Byzantine author­
ship of the twelfth century. 

2 The Canon of the New Testament, 5 pp. 86 f. Aube (Saint Justin, Philosophe et 
Martyr, p. 94), impressed by the philosophic temper of the writer, essays no 
name ; but, " cet auteur inconnu a sans doute passe sa jeunesse a. Athenes, au 
milieu des sophistes ". 

3 Renan (Marc-Aurele, p. 424), however, thinks that they fit the last years of 
Marcus Aurelius. See below, pp. 38 ff. 

• See the evidence given in Donaldson, op. cit., ii, 135 f. 
• The use of the present tense is often a mere literary convention. Cf. Heb. 

vii, 8; Josephus, Antiq. iii, 6-12. See Hamack's note on I Clem. xii, 2 (in 
Patrum Apost. Opera, fasc. I, pt. i) and Lightfoot (Apost. Fathers, I, ii) on the 
same passage. 

c " It breathes an air of eternity; it is marked by inner harmony and clear­
ness ; and precisely because it was so direct an expression of the eternal element 
in Christianity, does it bear so few traces of any particular period " (Domer, 
Persun uf Christ, I, i, 377). • 
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date and J. M. Cotterill's fantastic theory 1 of an eighth- or ninth­
century composition are patently far too late. Otto ancl Bunsen 
place it about A.D. 135 ; Ewald between A.D. 120-30. Keim 2 

and Cruttwell suggest the reign of Marcus Aurelius. Wilamowitz­
Moellendorff and Geffcken assign it to A.D. 250, Zahn 250-310. 

Harnack prefers still wider limits (170-310). The prevailing view 
is that the Epistle derives from the middle or latter half of the 
century. Puech (p. 263) puts it soon after Justin Martyr ; 
R. H. Connolly 3 leans "to the close of the second century, and 
to the age of Hippolytus, at the earliest". Lightfoot, 4 Bardenhewer,5 

and Kruger favour about A.D. 150. Some general considerations 
point to this relatively early date : the condemnation in common 
of paganism and Judaism; freedom in handling the N.T. writings; 
the lack of the tendency to identify the ideal of Christian ex­
cellence with the ascetic life, and the absence of traces of sacerdo­
talism ; the relatively simple Christology less elaborate than that 

. of Origen ; the dominance of the doctrine of the Logos with no 
doctrine of the Holy Spirit ; 6 the problem why the Son had come 
late in time, which appears in Justin but finds little place in later 
apologists; the apparent unawareness of formulated heresies, apart 
from possible hints of the Gnostic emphasis; the traditional assign­
ment of the Epistle to Justin and its place in the Codex with other 
writings ascribed to him. 

Nothing is known of the place of origin of the Epistle. Bunsen, 
Draseke, and others would assign it to Rome, Doulc.et to Athens. 

For the authorship and origin of the appended chapters 
(xi-xii) see below, pp. 66 ff. 

6. TEACHING 

(i) Of chs. i-x. 

The theological content of the Epistle lies mainly in chs. vii­
ix. It indicates a simple form of belief. There is no elaboration, 
for example, in the author's doctrine of the Logos, nor does he 
seem aware of the philosophic difficulties involved in the idea 
of the incarnation of the Son of God. 7 Moreover, there are 

1 Church Quarterly Review (April, 1877); Peregrinus Proteus (1879). The 
theory is usefully summarized in Radford. 13-15. 

2 See note on vii, 4 (below). 
3 j.T.S. xxxvi (1935), p. 351. See note on vii, 5 (below). 
• Apostolic Fathers, I, ii, 533 (ed. 2) ; Biblical Essays, p. 94. 
5 Gesch. d. altkirchl. Lit. P. 322. 6 See below, p. 5 r. 
'Celsus (Origen, Con. Cels. iv, 2; ii, 31), writing c. A.D. 177, argues that incar-

nation involves limitation and change. and that such is unthinkable in an im­
mortal and immutable God. It would mean a " change from good to bau ' ' 
(iv, 14). 
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noticrablr om1ss1ons. No explicit mention is made of the Old 
Testament. 1 This is the more strange in that some Christian apolo­
gists made g-rcat play with Old Testament prophecies as supposed 
prrdictions of the coming of Christ, 2 and generally correlated the 
old rewlation in the Law and the Prophets with the new revelation 
in Christ. The silence of the Epistle in this regard is due not to 
Gnostic contempt for the Old Testament so much as to the author's 
polemic against Jewish tenets and customs as a foil to the Christian 
religion. Moreover, the Epistle was addressed to a heathen and 
intended primarily for Gentiles to whom the Old Testament would 
make little or no appeal. 8 But, above all, the proof of the truth 
of Christian claims lies elsewhere, viz. in the purity and nobility 
of Christian lives. More striking is the fact that the author has 
only a general reference to the historic life of the Son, and none to 
his miracles, suffering, death, and resurrection. 4 He comes 
nearest to this in the passage: 'Himself gave up His own Son 
as a ransom for us', etc. (ix, 2). Nor are forgiveness and the 
need of a new birth brought clearly into view. There is no in-· 
dication of Church order or sacraments or indeed of any credal 
form such as is adumbrated in the Apol. of Aristides (c. A.D. 140).0 

Too much must not be made of these omissions, since the dis­
cussion is limited by the supposed queries of Diognetus. But the 
simplicity of the theological contents is not without significance 
for the question of the date of the Epistle. In temper the author 
of Diognetus is to be classed among the sub-apostolic writers, of 
whom Sanday 6 says: "there is no conscious speculation or 
systematizing ; and yet thought is at work ; language and usage 
are in process of becoming more fixed ; the foundations of more 
developed doctrine are really being laid, but laid, as it were, 
underground ". The Preaching of Peter, with which Diognetus 
shows kinship,' belongs also to this transitional type. 

The teaching of the Epistle may be considered under the 
following heads : 

1 The reference to • the fear of the law ' and • the grace of the prophets• is 
found in the Append.ix (xi, 6). Cf. also .,.,i y~ypaµ,µha (xii, 3) of a passage in 
Genesis (ii, 8-9). For echoes of O.T. passages see below, pp. 53 f. 

2 Cf. Just. Mart., Apo!. i, 30 (cited below, p. 62). See also Athenagoras, 
Suppl. 9; Theophilus, ad Auto/. ii, 9 al. 

3 This is not to deny that some cultured pagans had studied the Jewish Scrip­
tures. Justin, Tatian, and Theophilus attribute their conversion to that source. 

• Suppression of the distinctive Christian elements is noticeable in other 
apologists, e.g. Tatian, Athenagoras, Minucius Felix. Justin is an exception. 
For rtasons for this suppression, see below, p. 47. 

' Ste J. R. Harris, Aristides (Camb. Texts and Stud. I, i, 13 ff., 24 f.). 
• Christologies, Ancient and Modern, p. 12. 

' See below, pp. 58 f. 
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(a) God 

Before the coming of the Son man was ignorant of the know­
ledge of God (viii, r. See note). It is in the conception of God 
that both pagan idolatry and Jewish superstition stand condemned. 
The worship of stocks and stones is offered to senseless images and 
is therefore utterly foolish. The Jews, it is true, recogni,e the 
one God and Master of the universe. But they too are foolish 
and even impious ; for by their sacrifices they suppose that God 
is in need of such offerings, and by their ridiculous ritual ob­
servances they misconceive His character and wisdom. The 
theories of the ' plausible philosophers ' who identified God 
with fire or water or some other created element are obviously 
absurd, since any one identification has equal claim with the rest. 
All such strivings after God are discredited. Our author makes 
no recognition of the revelation of God through nature 1 er through 
the O.T. witness 2 or through the soul "naturally Christian". 
Man's knowledge of the Deity came from God Himself. God 
'manifested Himself through faith, by which alone it is given to 
see God' (viii, 6). 

The God 3 thus self-revealed is primarily ' the one God of the 
universe' and 'Master' (iii, 2), 'the all-sovereign, all-creating, 
and invisible God' (vii, 2), 'Master and Maker of the universe, 
who created all things and disposed them in their due order ' 
(viii, 7. Cf. iii, 4 ~ viii, 2). The Logos is the agent of creation, 4 

but God its primal source (vii, 2). The providence of God ordains 
the seasons (iv, 5) and bestows on all men what they lack, while 
He Himself is beyond all need (iii, 3 ff.). As to His character 
God is ' not only a lover of men ' (<f,i>.a.v0pwTTo,) but also ' long­
suffering' (µ.aKpo0uµ.o,). And this He is unchangingly, ' kind 
and good and free from anger and true, and He alone is good' 
(viii, 8). The author insists that ' force ({3{a) is no attribute of 
God' (vii, 4. See note and p. 42, below). The power (8uvaµ.i,) 
that He wields is moral (ix, 1-2). 

1 He affirms, of course, that God creates and controls all natural phenomena 
(iii, 4, iv, 5 al.). 

2 If this is implied in the bald statement that the Jews worship the one God 
of the universe (iii, 2), it is offset by their 8na,8a,µ.ovia (see below, p. <J.l). 

3 The author seems to use 8«!, with and without the article sometimes in­
differently (16 times with and 20 without), both usages being found occasionallv 
in the same context (viii, 2; ix, 2, etc.). Cf. o ,\&yo, and ,\oyos (xi, 2. 3). The title 
,raT1P occurs rarely (x, I ; xi, 2 ; xii, 9). perhaps because he is writing for Centile 
readers, for whom the concept of God as ' Father ' would have less meaning than 
that of 'God' or ' King' (cf. Wisd. xi, 10). For the significance of the term 
' Father' in Greek thought, see T. W. Manson, The Teaching of Jesus, 90 L 

• See below, p. 27. 
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But the dominant conception is the ' goodness ' and ' love ' 
of God. The author's mind moves within the circle of God's 
moral qualities denoted by XP-YJaT6T17,; (ix, r al. Cf. XPTJaTo,; Kat 
dya06,;, ,·iii, 8), dya1r17, dyam:fw (iv, 4; vii, 5), cpi>..av0pw1ro,;, 
4'iAai•Bpw1ria (viii, 7 ; ix, z). These qualities are reflected in 
all the divine dealings with men. His majesty (wyaAH6T17,;) is 
a majesty of beneficent love (x, 5. See note). It was love of 
mankind that moved God to make the world (x, z), to subject 
all earthly things to man, to endow men with reason and mind, 1 

to grant them the power to aspire to Himself whose image they 
bear, to promise the kingdom in heaven to those who loved 
Him. The gifts of God attest His love and care, and it is not 
possible to discriminate among these gifts ; all are necessary and 
useful to men (iv, 2). It is, however, in the fact of redemption 
that the author sees most clearly the manifestation of the goodness 
of God. Chapters vii-ix set forth the divine plan of salvation. 
Here we have a clearer exposition of the Atonement from one 
point of view than any before Irenaeus, who gives a careful 
analysis of the work of redemption. We shall indeed look in vain 
for any developed theory of Atonement in Christian writings of the 
early period. The time for a formal statement of the doctrine 
had not yet come. But certain features· of our author's view 
may be plainly discerned and are of interest as indicating in a 
personal utterance of faith one trend of Christian thought. 2 

The need for redemption lay in man's sin, which entailed the 
inevitable reward of spiritual incapacity and death. See below, 
pp. 28 f. Nothing, we note, is said of the view held generally 
by the apologists (cf. Just. Mart., Dial. 30) that deliverance is 
from the power of the demons. Belief in demons, i.e. intermediary 
spirits who operate in all departments of human life as agents of 
the gods, 3 was widely prevalent in ancient pagan thought. 4 

Most of the apologists shared this belief in a modified form 5 and 
addressed themselves to the task of proving the reality and extent 
of the malign influence of the demons. The author of Diognetus 
gives no hint that he held the general view, though we may not, 
e silentio, conclude the contrary. 

1 God ' bestows on us the power both of speaking and of hearing' (i). 
2 " By far the most complete statement at this period of the work of Christ 

is contained in that very attractive little work, the Epistle to Diognetus-a work 
which may be dated about the year A.D. 160 " (The Bishop of Gloucester, in 
the Church Quarterly Review, cxxxi (1940), p. 5). 

" Cf. Origen, Con. Cels. viii, 35. 
• Cf. Plato, Symp. 202E; Plutarch, De Defect. Orac. 13. 
5 V.nereas the pagans made a distinction between the classes of demons, some 

being of a morally lower order, others good (cf, Origen, Con. Cels. viii, 60). for 
the Christians all demons were wholly bad., 
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Redemption springs from God Himself, but is effected in the 
Son. He indeed shares the counsel of the Father and is the ap­
pointed agent of salvation. But the initiative lies with God, 
who' first loved 'men (x, 3) and who in the beginning (cf. viii, rr) 
purposed to save: 'having conceived a great and unutterable 
design He communicated it to His Child alone ' (viii, 9) : ' He 
planned everything already in His own mind with His Child' 
(ix, r). It was God Himself who 'established among men and 
fixed firmly in their hearts the truth and the holy and incom­
prehensible word' (vii, z). The primacy of God comes out 
clearly throughout the Epistle. The role of the Father in the 
redemptive plan is differentiated from that of the Son as Sender 
is from Sent. The Son was 'sent' 1 in gentleness and meekness 
to save and persuade and to call men in love, not to compel nor 
to judge (vii, 4). In this commission of the Son it was God 
Himself moving towards men in redeeming love : ' He did not 
hate us or repel us or ·remember our misdeeds, but was long­
suffering, bore with us, Himself in mercy took on Him our sins, 
Himself gave up His own Son as a ransom for us' (ix, z. See note). 
That some phrases point also to the Son's activity in redemption 
only illustrates the author's view of the perfect accord of will 
between Father and Son. 

Redemption is rooted in God's love and goodness. The 
execution of the plan determined in the heavenly counsels from 
the beginning (viii, II ; ix, r) was deferred until the appointed 
time. God waits till man, self-convicted by his own deeds, 
has learned his moral impotence. And this, not because God is 
neglectful of man (viii, ro) or takes pleasure in sins, but out of 
His long-suffering (viii, 7) and forbearance (ix, z). Then He 
shows forth the Saviour. 2 Here is the answer to Diognetus's 
third question, namely, why Christianity had not appeared at an 
earlier time. 3 God wanted to show that man could not save 
himself. The picture is not that of an offended or implacable 
Deity, but of a patient God who yearns to save (is He not free 
from wrath and hatred? ix, z). "The entire conception and 
process of Redemption is, from first to last, a revelation of un­
imaginable love; a love which can only elicit, from men who have 
eyes to see it, the profoundest emotions of amazement and of 
adoration ; and this love is, at least, not less emphatically the 

1 This note is frequent in the Gospels (Mk. ix, 37; Luke iv, 18; John v, 3S al.), 
especially the Fourth, where it is "a divine title" (W. F. Howard). 

2 See note on viii, 10-11, and cf. the purport of Wisd. xi, 23; Acts xvii, 30; 

Rom. ii, 4; iii, 25 f. 
• On this theme see Origen, Con. Gels. vi, 78; Arnobius, ii, 75. Sec below, 

p. 127. 
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Jon' of the Father, than the love of the Son who died" (Moberly). 1 

Hence our author shares the Pauline wonder at the saving purpose 
of God as being wholly contrary to all human expectation. Cf. 
,-ii, 3 ; viii, II ; ix, 5. • 

The immediate result of redemption is that man is enabled 
' to enter into the kingdom of God' (ix, r), a new experience 
and status which lead to holy and joyous living. Redemption 
and sanctification are linked together. After describing the 
redemption through the Son and the faith and knowledge by 
which it is apprehended, the author continues, 'with what joy, 
think you, will you be filled? ... loving Him you will imitate 
His goodness' (x, 3-4). Thus the redeemed man, 'justified' 
(8iKaUJJ0fiva,. See note on ix, 4) by the Son, brings forth ethical 
fruits. Henceforth God is in him as ' mind, light, honour, glory, 
strength, life'. So also the writer finds evidence of God's 
' presence ' (7rapovata.) in the endurance and triumph of the 
Christian martyrs (vii, 9). • 

It is clear that in the main the author conceives the Atone­
ment from the point of view of 'moral influence'. Redemption 
is achieved by the love of God awakening its response of love in 
man. ' How greatly will you love Him who so first loved you ? ' 
(x, 3). 2 But that is not all. There is a strain in the Epistle 
which suggests that atonement is more than the expression of 
God's love. God 'gave up His own Son as a ransom for us' 
(AvTpov u7TEp ~µ,wv, ix, z). The term AvTpov in current Greek 
usage has the nuance of transaction, and the notion of equivalent 
price for deliverance 3 is dominant in both the Greek word and 
its common Hebrew correlative (kopher). Further, the words 
' for what else could cover our sins but his righteousness ? ' (ix, 3) 
seem to approach the idea of satisfaction, and possibly there is 
a hint of the substitution of the Son for sinners in the exclamation, 
'0 the sweet exchange' (aVTaAAaY1J, ix, 5). 4 J. Scott Lidgett,6 

referring to crucial parts of Diognetus, vii, ix, says : " these 
passages will show that this epistle might stand with equal pro­
priety at the head of the so-called moral doctrines of the Atone­
ment, and of those which look upon it as a satisfaction for sin ". 
It is clear that, while the moral theory of the Atonement pre­
dominates in our author's thought, it is not exclusive of other 

1 Atonement and Personality, p. 33r. 
'A Johannine thought (r John iv, r9). 
"Tht root idea of both verb and noun seems to be ' deliverance '. See Exp. 

T. xlv ( r 933), 142 (B. Blake). See also V. Taylor, Jesus and His Sacrifice, pp. 102 ff. 
4 Tht phrase, however, is ambiguous. The • exchange ' is probably that of 

man's wickedness for righteousness, an internal change not an external transfer. 
• The Spiritual Principle of the Atonement, p. 424. 
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elements which later developed into the substitutionary and penal 
theories. 1 

In this regard it is important to observe that it is in virtue of 
his righteousness (oiKawO'Jv71) that the Son redeems. In an elo­
quent passage the Epistle names the moral qualities of the 
Saviour : he is holy, innocent, just, incorruptible, immortal. 
It then singles out o{Kaws- as apparently the crucial term. By the 
righteoitsness of the Son man's sins are ' covered ' (see note on 
ix, 3). " In that righteousness we are justified. The Pauline 
term is used, but the meaning has become much less forensic. 
The thought is not that of an externally imputed righteousness, 
but of a real change in the sinful heart of man, and the writer 
seems to feel that the righteousness of Christ becomes actually 
ours" (Grensted). 2 The death of Christ is obviously in mind, 
though not expressly named. But the necessity of the death is 
not considered, nor does the author show how it actually effects 
redemption, apart from the response of love evoked from men. 
His language trembles on the verge of the substitutionary principle. 
But the decisive step is not taken. It is sufficient for our author 
to declare that the source of redemption is in God and that it is 
as the Righteous One that the Son saves, without particularizing 
the method by which atonement is made. The broad lines of 
the author's view are clear, but it is neither developed nor com­
plete. He is, however, thoroughly evangelical in conviction; 
none can enter into the kingdom of God except through the Son, 
who is able to save even creatures devoid of moral power (ix, z-6). 3 

Lightfoot 4 says of the central part of the Epistle (v-vii) that " it 
seems to embody the very spirit of the Gospel ". It is to be 
·noted that the author gives small place to man's part in the Atone­
ment. Man must 'believe on God's goodness ' (ix, 6), a faith 
which he must first ' desire ' (x, r).6 But redemption is solely 
the work of divine grace. 

(b) The Son 

Specific titles are 'His Child' (1rais-, vn1, 9; ix, r),6 'His 
beloved Child' (viii, II), 'the Son (vios-) of God' (ix, 4), ' His 

1 Rashdall (The Idea of Atonement in Christian Theology, p. 206, n. r) entirelv 
minimizes the passage (ix, 2-5) as " after all only a rhetorical paraphrase of the 
ransom passage in the Gospel, read in the light of Isaiah !iii and of St. Paul". 

2 A Short History of the Doctrine of the Atonement, p. 15. 
3 Cf. 1-Iermas, Sim. ix, 12, 5-8. 
• Historical Essays, p. 7. 
6 This is not the Pauline conception of faith whereby man is 'justified'. 

See below, p. 40. 
• For ,rats and vlos see on viii, 9. 
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own Son' (ix, 2), 'His only-begotten (µovoyfl'~s-) Son' (x, 2), 'the 
Sa,iour ' (ix, 6), 'the Lord' (vii, 7. Cf. xii, 9), and in the Ap­
pendix ' Son ' (xi, 5) and ' Word ' (xi, 2, 3, 7 ; xii, 9). To these 
we may add the terms descriptive of Christ's moral qualities 
named above (p. 25). One phrase describes the Son's cosmic 
function: 'the very Artificer and Maker of the universe' (vii, 2). 1 

In ,ii, 4 ff. he is viewed under the categories of ' King ', ' God ', 
'Man', 'Judge'. Two expressions of uncertain reference re­
main: 'the truth', and 'the holy and incomprehensible word '. 2 

We note the absence of the Jewish titles 'Messiah' and 
' Son of Man ', naturally of no interest to a Gentile reader. The 
name 'Jesus' is not found, and his earthly life is practically 
ignored, 3 although the explicit statement ' He sent him as Man 
to men ' (vii, 4. Cf. also xi, 3) excludes any suggestion of 
Docetism (av0pwTTov, however, in vii, 4 is Lachmann's insertion). 

The Christology is simple and unscholastic. 4 It is plainly of 
the ' pneumatic ' type. The Son is a heavenly being who de­
scended, being 'sent' to appear to men. No precise definition 
of the relation of the Son to the Father is attempted. It is 
clear, however, from the use of the various titles, and from the 
whole idea of the 'Child' sharing God's heavenly counsel, being 
' sent ' to men, given as ' ransom ' and shown as ' Saviour ', 
that the author thinks of the Son as not only pre-existent, but 
subordinate to the Father. The frequency of the term 'Son' 
bears this out. 5 The filial life as such implies subordination. 
But the passage describing the sending of the Son (vii, 2) em­
phasizes his majestic nature and office. The 'Sent' was no 
minister to men, or angel, or ruler, or one of those who direct 
earthly things, or of those entrusted with the dispensations in 
heaven. He was 'the very Artificer and Maker of the universe 
Himself ' (substantially the same title is applied to God, viii, 7), 
whom the author exalts in a lengthy description of his universal 
dominion over nature. So also the plan of salvation was dis-

1 See below, p. II9. 
2 Allen (Continuity of Christian Thought, p. 26) thinks that the latter phrase 

denotes " Christ in His spiritual being". But see below on vii, 2. 
3 A "blanched Christology" (Moffatt, lntrod. to the Literature of the N.T. 3 , 

P· 47r). 
• See V. A. Spence Little, The Christology of the Apologists, pp. 68-75. 
' "There is an intractable element of subordination in the functions which 

he (St. Paul) assigns to the Son " (cf. r Cor. xv, 27 f.), (Vincent Taylor, The 
Atonement in New Testament Teaching, p. r29). Cf. also r Cor. xi, 3; Gal. 
iY, 4 ; Phil. ii, 9. See Beyschlag, New Testament Theology 2, ii, 74 ff. A similar 
strain appears in Hebrews (i, 2, 6; v, 5; xiii, 20), the Fourth Gospel (v, r9, 30; 
vi, 38; vii, r/j; x, 36), and it is well marked in Just. Mart. (Apo!. i, r2, 13; 
ii, I 3). 
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closed 'to His Child alone' (viii, 9; ix, r), and revealed 'through 
His beloved Child' (viii, rr). Donaldson 1 holds in reference to 
viii, r that the author did not identify the Son with the Father 
but thought that he was possessed of a divine nature (0Eo,), 
" and therefore was capable of exhibiting to man the properties 
of a divine nature". Cf. 'He sent him as God' (0Eo,), vii, 4. 
But we may go farther and say that the author shared the view 
held by the apologists that in essence the Son is one with the 
Father whilst distinct in person and subordinate in function. 
"He is God so truly that His coming can be described as the 
coming of God, His Atonement as God's taking upon Him our 
sins, His revelation as God's revelation of Himself" (Radford). 2 

All this suggests a dignity inherent in the Son comparable with 
that of the Father Himself. 

The function of the pre-incarnate Son is conceived particularly 
in relation to the world. He was its creative principle, agent 
rather than author of creation. 3 But the writer's interest is 
more religious than philosophical. 4 He looks upon the Son as 
essentially Revealer and Redeemer. Diognetus, like Justin 
Martyr,5 recognizes a didactic purpose in the Incarnation. God 

1 Critical History of Christian Literature, ii, 129. 

• The Epistle to Diognetus, p. 39. See also above, p. 23. 
3 Here, as elsewhere, the author's mind is dominated by Johannine teaching. 

Later Jewish thought expressed the idea of the divine activity in creation and 
revelation by the personification of Wisdom. See Prov. viii, 22 ff. In the Book 
of Wisdom, ix, 1-2, Wisdom is aligned with the Word of the O.T. (Gen. i, 1 ; 

Ps. xxxiii, 6 al.) and each credited with a share in the work of creation. To convey 
this idea of mediatorial agency in creation Philo adopted a term long current in 
Hellenic philosophical circles, viz., • Logos•. which for him corresponded to both 
the creative Word of the O.T. and the immanent Reason of Stoicism. Cf. Leg. 
A lleg. iii, 96 : aKUl li<ov llE b ,\6yos a&ov icmv, <[, Ka9a.1r<p opya.vcp 1rpoaxpTJaa.µ.~os 
<Koaµ.01ro,... So also de Migr. Abr. 6, de Sacerdot. 81. The thought is echoed in 
Paul (Col. 1, 16; 1 Cor. viii, 6) and the auctor ad Hebraeos (Heb. i, 2), but the 
term itself is lacking (for possible reasons of this omission, see vV. F. Howard, 
Christianity according to St. John, pp. 42 ff.). The word 'Logos' comes into 
Christian use first in the Prologue of the Fourth Gospel (John i, 1 ff., 14). There 
the Logos, the agent of creation (i, 3, ro). is conceived as personal and incarnate, 
a marked advance upon Philonic thought. Moreover, in the Fourth Gospel the 
term ' Logos ' as a personal title is confined to the Prologue. In the body of 
that Gospel b v/os (TOii 9,oii) becomes the characteristic title. It is to the N.T., 
and especially to John, that the author of Diognetus, i-x, owes his general con­
ception and particularly his preference for the terms 'Son', 'Child'. The title 
' Logos ' occurs only in the appended chapters, with the doubtful exception of 
vii, 2. See below, p. 137, and Additional Note C. 

For the locutions used to describe the various mediatorial functions of the 
Word, see note on vii, 2 (<[, ... <KTta<v). 

• In both the Fourth Gospel (i, 3) and our Epistle (vii, 2) there is but a single 
clear reference to the cosmic creativeness of the Word or Son. In Diognetus 
(viii, 7 ; x, 2) creation is attributed directly to God. 

"Apol. i, 23; Dial. 83. 
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by sending the Son ' established among men the truth and the 
holy and incomprehensible word and fixed it firmly in their 
hearts ' (Yii, 2). But the revelation is not so much of the mind 
of the Father as of His will to save. This further redemptive 
function He effects in the Son, who is given as 'ransom' for men. 
Justin Martyr excepted, the apologists generally tend to stress 
the work of Christ in creation rather than in redemption. But 
not so with our author. The soteriological aspect is set in the 
forefront. The Son not only reveals the true knowledge of the 
Father (viii, 1), but also fulfils the plan of salvation in his mission 
of love to men (see above, p. 23). 1 When he returns it will be 
as Judge (vii, 6). Seep. 42. 

(c) Man and the Christian Community 

Man is a moral being and the object of God's love. God made 
him in His own image and for his sake created the world. 2 To 
man He gave dominion over all things in the earth, endowed him 
with reason and mind, 3 and empowered him for heavenly aspira­
tions. 4 God's love was shown in part in His forbearance with 
man's sins (viii, 7 ; ix, 1), but still more by His implanting in 
man ' the truth and the holy and incomprehensible word ', by 
sending His Son as Man to men, and by the promise of the king­
dom in heaven ' to those who loved Him '. 

The author will have no truce with natural religion, not even 
with the Platonic view that man's reason can apprehend God, 
since God and man are kin. 5 It is the revelation through faith 
that enables man to see God (viii, 6) and to share in His blessings 
(viii, II). He repeatedly insists that Christianity is supernatural 
in character. As it is beyond all human thought and devising 
(v, 3; vii, 1), so its' mystery' cannot be learned from man (iv, 6). 
Man too is not naturally immortal. His iniquity may bring ' its 

1 It was reserved for Atha.nasius to develop this religious meaning of the 
Incarnation. It is, however, noticeable how Diognetus makes the Incarnation 
of the Word pivotal. It is in the coming of the Son, not in any moral precepts 
or philosophical doctrine of the faith as such, that our author finds the source of 
the new and vigorous life of Christians in the world. Similarly, this new quality 
of life manifested in the heroic endurance of persecution and in its power to prop­
agate itself is the best attestation of the Incarnation. 

2 A familiar thought in the apologists. See note on x, z. Celsus (Origen, 
Cun. Cels. iv, 24) controverts this idea. God cares for the whole, for irrational 
creatures no less than for man. See also op. cit. iv, 99. 

'Cf. Just. Mart., Apol. i, rn; "the rational faculties (,\oy,Kwv l>waµ«1.1v) 
He has Himself endowed us with". 

• Se;e note on x, 2 (or, ... '1,hp•r/,•v). 
"See the discussion in Just. Mart., Dial. 4. 
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reward of punishment and death' (ix, 2). 1 Free-will is implied 
in his capacity to become 'a new man' (ii, 1), and in God's atti­
tude of appeal rather than compulsion (vii, 4). It was by his 
own consent (ws- J{JovAoµ,E0a, ix, 1) that man was in ' the former . 
time ' ' borne along by unruly impulses ', the prey of ' pleasures 
and lusts ' ; hence he was self-convicted as ' unworthy of life ' 
and unable of himself ' to enter into the kingdom of God '. 
The author's doctrine of sin is baldly stated, but the terms 
he uses suffice to show its heinousness in his eyes. He speaks 
of ' inordinate impulses ', ' iniquity ', ' misdeeds ', ' wickedness 
and impiety ', and finds sin's crowning effect in man's moral 
impotence to attain life (~w~)- He stresses the latter point. 
Man of himself and in ' the former time ' lacks moral power. 
There is no hint of the idea that man has an innate bias towards 
evil, 2 though the aa.pg is in one passage (v, 8. See note), after the 
Pauline usage, predominantly ethical, the seat of sin. Nor, 
unlike Justin Martyr, Athenagoras, and other apologists, does the 
author attribute sin to the malice of demons-a point in which 
our Epistle is akin to the Apol. of Aristides. In general, the 
ultimate source of evil lies in man's ignorance of God (see on viii, 
I ; x, 3). Hence God's 'forbearance' during the former time 
and the implication that 'complete knowledge of the Father' 
is given in the Christian faith (x, 1). But the author's concern 
is less with the cause of sin than with its tragic results. 

The remedy lies wholly in the redemption made in Christ. 
No place is given to Judaism as a praeparatio evangelica. The 
scheme of salvation was disclosed ' to His Child alone '. Our 
author is to be classed with those apologists who recognize no 
progressive moral approach to the Incarnation. The pre­
Christian world, pagan and Jewish alike, stands under condemna­
tion, an attitude first taken in the Epistle of Barnabas and dis­
cernible in Tatian and Irenaeus. Here there is no question of an 
embryonic goodness in mankind, maturing in the course of time. 
The redemption is that of an evil world, a wholly new and un­
foreseen manifestation of God's grace. ' 0 the inscrutable working, 
0 the unexpected blessings ! ' (ix, 5). 

Of the Christians as a Kawov ylvos- (i) 3 and the ' soul ' of the 

1 See note on vi, 8. 
a For the yezer hara cf. Sirach xv, 14 (Heb.); xxi, 11 al.; Aristeas, 108, 277; 

and for rabbinic citations, see Strack and Billerbeck, Kommentar zum Neuen 
Testament aus Talmud und Midrasch, iv, 466-83. 

3 See note on pp. 94 f. Jewish apologists had to rebut the imputation that 
their nation was of recent origin. Cf. Josephus, Con. Apion. i, I ff. Christian 
defenders laid great stress on the point. See Tatian, ad Graec. 31, Theophilus, 
ad Auto/. iii, 20 ff. 
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world (vi) the author paints a glowing picture. See chs. v-vi, 
which culminate in the thought that Christians are divinely ap­
pointed to their high rank. Granted that this section 1 portrays 
an ideal of character and life, 2 yet the ideal cannot have been 
entirely remote from the actual. 3 The writer suggests rather 
than states how the moral transformation was effected. In the 
Son God has manifested His love for men. - This love begets in 
men a corresponding love towards God, 4 and this in turn leads to 
the imitatio Dei. Then love shown by man to man naturally 
follows. The wheel comes full circle in the striking affirmation 
that whoever imitates the goodness of God in helping others 
becomes a god to his fellows. 5 Stress is laid on love as the 
cardinal virtue of the Christian life, but it is love universalized. 
Diognetus had asked' what is the love which they (the Christians) 
have for one another? ' 6 Significantly, when the author takes 
up this point, he widens the reference. ' Christians ', he says, 
'love all men ' (v, II. See note), even 'those who hate them' 
(vi, 6). Here he sounds a prominent note in the apologies. 
LO\·e to enemies was a principle which had marked apologetic 
value. Christians were accused of 'hatred of the human race '. 7 

Their answer was to point to the centrality of love in Christianity 
as embodied in their own attitude towards their enemies. 

Christians are conceived as forming a spiritual organism. 
Chapter vi elaborates the thesis that ' what the soul is in the body, 
that Christians are in the world '. In the Epistle proper (i-x) 
there is no hint of the Church,8 ministry, or sacraments. Too 

1 Ko summary can do justice to this famous passage in which both language 
and style accord with the theme. For a close paraphrase rather than a translation 
(in French), see Renan, Marc-Aurele, pp. 425-7. See below on v (ad init.). 

2 Harnack, Expansion, i, 253, n. 1, takes an adverse view of its historical 
worth, dismissing Diognetus, v, 6 as " a fine piece of rhetoric, but not much 
more than that". So also Workman, Persecution in the Early Church, pp. 168 f., 
n. 1. For a juster view see Gwatkin, Early Church History, i, 213. 

3 See some balanced remarks in von Dobschiitz, Christian Life in the Primitive 
Church, pp. xxxiv f. 

•' How greatly will you love Him who so first loved you ? ' (x, 3). 
5 See Additional Note B. 
• Cf. the familiar heathen gibe: "Behold how these Christians love one 

another! " (Tertullian, Apol. 39). 
' 'Odium humani generis' (Tacitus, Annals, xv, 44). The genitive is probably 

objective. A partial analogy is found in the familiar charge against the Jews 
of 'misanthropy'. For an exposition of the phrase in Tacitus, see Edouard 
Cuq in Melanges d'archeologie et d'histoire, vi, u5 ff. (1886). He concludes that 
"!'odium generis humani etait done le resultat de certains actes qui pour Jes 
l<.0mains avaient le caractere de rnalefices" (p. 128). See also W. M. Ramsay, 
The Church in the Roman Empire, pp. 236 f. 

• ,,.a.f,r (vi, 10) is used in a general sense rather than of the Church as the 
' militia JJei '. See note ad loc. 
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much should not be made of this silence, but it suggests that the 
author did not regard Church order as of primary importance. 
Cruttwell 1 says that the author of Diognetus is perhaps the only 
writer of the early period who presents, " pure and unadulterated ", 
the idea of the Church as essentially a spiritual society. 2 It is 
difficult to see on what grounds Puech 3 feels in the Epistle " une 
onction ecclesiastique ". 

(d) Pagan Idolatry and Philosophy 

The treatment of heathen idol-worship (ii) follows the con­
ventional lines. 4 All images are of perishable material and 
mutable in form (do they not vary according to the skill or caprice 
of the artificer who carves or moulds or forges them into their 
several shapes?). They are dumb and blind; they lack soul, 
feeling, and power of motion, and are subject to decay. 5 To 
discriminate among such ' gods ', leaving those of stone and 
earthenware unguarded whilst protecting with great care those 
of silver and gold, what is this but mockery of the gods? The 
author stresses the senselessness of idolatry rather than its evil 
character and accompaniments (he does not touch on the shame­
less immoralities of pagan worship). Yet the latter are not 
lacking. Idolatry deceives (ci-iraTwaav a€ avv~8Etav, ii, r. See 
note), 6 and-the most fatal count in the indictment-the wor­
shipper ultimately becomes like the idol that he worships (see 
notes on ii, 5). In general, heathen idolatry was for our author 
merely blind worship of stocks and stones. 

Edwyn Bevan,7 in a penetrating study of image-worship, 
shows that in respect of pagan gods the general view of the O.T. 
is that the image has behind it no reality.8 Hence pagan idolatry, 
since it treats mere inanimate matter as though it were a living 

1 A Literary History of Early Christianity, ii, 539 f. 
2 But see Barn. xvi, 7 ff., where the Pauline description of the Church as a 

spiritual temple is unfolded. Cf. also lgn., Eph. xv, 3. The thought may derive 
from Mark xiv, 58. 

3 Les apol. grecs, p. 252; Histoire, ii, 219. 
• Cf. Isaiah xl, 18-20; xliv, 9-20; Jer. x, 1-16; Jubilees i, 9-rr; Philo, de 

Decal. 7 ff.; Rom. l, 18 f.; Just. Mart., Apol. i, 9. 
• Common characteristics. Cf. Ps. cxv, 5 ff.; Wisd. xiii, 16; Aristeas, 135; 

Sib. Or. v, 77 ff. 
° Cf. Isaiah xliv, 20; Wisd. xii, 24; Test. XII Pair., T. Naph. iii, 3 : .Bv.,, 

1rAavT/8Evra ... U1r~1<ovaav [VA01s Kai Al801,s, 11v£Vµ.aa, 11A&.v17s. 
'Holy Images (1940), pp. 17 ff. 
8 We may point out that some schola'rs hold that the terms used by the eighth­

century prophets (' no gods •. etc.) denote not the absolute non-existence of 
foreign deities but their " utter powerlessness and insufficiency " in comparison 
with the supreme might of Yahweh. See 0. C. Whitehouse in H.D.B. i, 59r. 
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being, is judged to be utterly absurd. He illustrates this view 
by citations of Ps. cxxxv, 15 f. ; Isaiah, xliv; Wisd. xiii, ro-19 ; 
Epistle of Jeremy (Baruch vi, 4-22). The wickedness of idolatry 
appears "·hen it seeks to make in Israel a similitude of Jehovah, 
t lw one true God to whom alone worship should be offered. As 
for Christian ,niters, while they shared in some degree this view 
that an idol was a nonentity, generally they accepted the pagan . 
claim that the images were animated by spirits, which, however, 
they deemed to be wholly evil. The images were tenanted by 
deYils. 1 Bevan further affirms that educated pagans would not 
actually identify the image with the god which it represents. 
" It is hardly possible that anyone thought of the deity worshipped 
as simply the image he saw and nothing more ... The deity 
was certainly conceived of as a person active in the world apart 
from the image" (op. cit. p. 20). 2 In a recent review 3 the same 
scholar adversely criticizes our Epistle on the ground that it 
rests on the supposition that the heathen did identify the images 
\\ith the gods they worshipped, a view which, he thinks, would 
appear contemptible in the eyes of Diognetus, presumably an 
enlightened pagan. 

Now it is clear that the writer of the Epistle takes the general 
O.T. point of view in this regard. He is concerned with pagan 
idolatry, not with that apostasy in Israel which sought to make 
a likeness of Yahweh in some visible symbol. Hence he dwells 
on the irrationality of image-worship rather than its wickedness. 
To call lifeless images 'gods' and to serve and worship them is a 
ridiculous delusion. Further, it is true that the Epistle makes no 
explicit distinction between the images and the beings they visibly 
represent, 4 such as some pagan writers imply.5 This may betray 
a lack of clarity of thought and perhaps, in view of Diognetus' 
presumed reaction, bad tactics on the part of the author. Prob­
ably it can be explained, if not excused, by the author's earnest­
ness and passion, qualities which do not always permit a fair 
statement of a case ! In any event, his treatment is at least in 

1 Cf. Minucius Felix, Octavius, xxvii: "now these unclean spirits, the demons, 
as the magi and philosophers have shown, conceal themselves in statues and 
consecrated images". 

2 See also on this point Geffcken, Zwei grieck. Apol., 77-8, 241. 
3 See The Hibbert Journal, July, 1943, p. 378. Cf. also J. Donaldson, A 

Critical History, ii, 136 f. 
• Is there a hint of this distinction in the words • these you worship and in 

the end you become like them ! ' (ii, 5) ? Obviously, the worshipper could not 
become like the god in its form. But probably what is meant is likeness in the 
qualities of the god (dumbness, blindness, etc.). 

0 Edwyn Bevan (Holy Images, p. 22) cites Plutarch, Isis and Osiris, 71, and 
other sources. See also his art. in Edinburgh Review, April, 1926, p. 261. 
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line with the conventional Jewish and Christian protest, which 
did not commonly distinguish between the image and that which 
it sym bolizes. 1 

Again, unlike the majority of the apologists, the writer of the 
Epistle does not advance the view that the idol-gods were the 
abode of demons. He seems rather to share the concurrent 
opinion that images were, in Justin's phrase, 2 ai/Jvxa Ka~ 1/EKpa. 
That both views could be held in the mind without a sense of 
conflict may be seen in Paul, who assures his Corinthian readers 
that, while " we know that no idol is anything in the world, and 
that there is no God but one" (r Cor. viii, 4),3 to sacrifice to idols 
is to sacrifice to demons and thereby to have fellowship with 
demons. 4 

There is no reference to edible sacrifices such as are mentioned 
in the Preaching of Peter (Clem. Alex., Strom. vi, 5, 39 ff.), unless 
these are implied in the phrase ' by worshipping them with blood 
and steaming fat ' (ii, 8). 

The treatment of idolatry is slight compared with that in the 
Book of Wisdom. Our author implies (ii, z) but does not elabor­
ate the argument of Wisd. (xiv, r-rr) that the idol-maker is 
perverting created things from their divinely-intended use. 5 

Perhaps this is one of the points which, as he naively remarks, 
he had in reserve (ii, ro) ! 

The contemptuous dismissal of the Greek philosophers is 
briefer still (viii, 2-4). It was but natural that some of the apolo­
gists who had come from the philosophic schools should seek to 
commend Christianity as a kind of philosophy.6 Justin Martyr, 
who as a Christian teacher continued to wear the philosopher's 

1 But cf. Enoch xcix, 7; Rev. ix, 20, where eillw.\a and 8a,µ.6v,a are differ­
entiated. 

2 Apol. i, 9. 
• Even if this is part of a statement of belief sent by the Corinthians in a 

letter to Paul which he here quotes (see W. Lock in Expositor, V, vi, 65 ff.), 
it probably reflects the standpoint of his previous preaching to the Corinthians. 

•" What say I then ? that a thing sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an 
idol is anything? But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they 
sacrifice to devils, and not to God; and I would not that ye should have communion 
with devils" (1 Cor. x, 19-20). Cf. Deut. xxxii, 17; Baruch iv, 7. There is 
probably no fundamental inconsistency here. For Paul the gods as such are 
nonentities. Yet behind the material representations of the gods lurk demoniacal 
powers which can corrupt the worshippers. 

6 Cf. also the Preaching of Peter (Clem. Alex., Strom. vi, 5, 39) : " (forgetting) 
their (i.e. wood, stones, etc.) material and proper use " (T"ijs v.\-ijs a,i,-wv Ka< 

xp71a•ws}. 
0 See Friedlander (Roman Life and Manners, iii, 227). Harnack (Hist. of 

Dogma, ii, 177) speaks of "the marvellous attempt to present Christianity to the 
world as the religion which is the true philosophy, and as the philosophy which is 
the true religion ". 

3 
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cloak, has his condemnation of philosophy, but on the whole 
takes a just and sympathetic view. Indeed he explicitly recog­
nizes some affinity of ideas between Christianity and Greek 
philosophic thought (see Apol. i, 20). But while he reveres the 
great names he holds that Plato and the Stoics were only partially 
inspired by the spermatic Logos (Apol. ii, 13). Christian teaching 
is "above all human philosophy" (Apol. ii, 15).1 Athenagoras 
too inclines to a charitable judgement. He affirms (Suppl. 7) 
that poets and philosophers are moved by " their affinity with 
the afflatus from God " (though their conclusions are uncertain 
and contradictory, being drawn." each one from himself"), and 
he makes free use of philosophic material and form. Platonic 
influence on Athenagoras is marked. It was generally argued 
that philosophy with its self-contradictions could not rival 
Christianity, which is a divine revelation. At the same time 
apologists recognize in the philosophic systems certain elements 
of universal truth, which they explain as either seed sown by the· 
Logos in the heathen world or borrowings from the Scriptures-. 2 

The author of Diognetus, however, will have none of this. He is 
to be classed with Theophilus (ii, 4), Tertullian (Apol. 46-7), 
and Arnobius (ii, 9-ro) in his adverse view of the Greek sages., 
though his tone is hardly as bitter as that of Tatian, who more 
than any other apologist repudiates Greek religion and culture 
(see ad Graec. 2, 3). Our author roundly rejects 'the vain 
and trumpery statements of those specious philosophers ' who 
identify God with one or other of the elements as 'mere miracle­
mongering and deceit of the magicians ', and adds parenthetically 
a tart reminder of their final destination ! 3 

This censure of the philosophers, however, is less drastic than 
it seems. The author's own mind moves in Platonic grooves, 4 

and his language and style alike attest the influence of the rhetorical 

1 " I found this phnosophy (Christianity) alone to be safe and profitable " 
(Dial. 8). 

e" 'What poet", cries Tertullian (Apol. 47), "what sophist is there who has 
not drunk from the fountain of the prophets ? " See Harnack, Expansion, i, 
365, n. r. 

3 Probably be bas in mind Heraclitus, though be does not name him. See on 
viii, 2. \\'e remark a milder note in Aristides, Apol. iii: heathen philosophers 
have "erred " in deifying images made in honour of the elements. So also the 
author of Cohort. ad Gent. (iii-iv). though his tone hardens later (xi). 

• Platonic parallels or reminiscences and affinities with Stoic thought are 
pointed out in the Notes (see especially eh. vi), though Geffcken (p. 26) overrates 
them as " unend.lich haufig ". In particular, the figure of the dispersal of the 
soul in the body and the idea of the soul sustaining the body may be traced to 
Stoic sources. Platonic influence appears in the idea of the soul as imprisoned in 
the body (vi, 4, 7. See notes ad loc.). 
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schools. 1 But even so, his preconceptions are always Christianized. 2 

He shares "the idea (held by Plato and others 3) of the imitation 
of God by man, but deepens it by his insistence that such imitation 
is made possible only by divine grace (see note on x, 4). The 
overwhelming sense of the uniqueness of the Christian religion 
dominates his thought. 4 The Christian 'mystery' is revealed 
by God, not discovered by man. It was left to Clement of 
Alexandria 6 to see in idolatry and philosophy preparatory stages 
in the religious training of the nations. 

(e) Jewish Worship 
The condemnation of Judaism is downright but superficial 

and warped. Most Christian apologists take the view that the 
Mosaic Law was merely a temporary dispensation, being superseded 
by the new Law written in the hearts of Christians; that the 
Old Testament itself foretells the coming of Christ ; and that the 
Jews cannot rightly claim the exclusive favour of God, the Gentiles 
being now incorporated in the new spiritual Israel, the Church. 
The author of the Epistle does not avail himself of these conten­
tions. He makes first a general indictment of Jewish 8rnJ'i8aiµ.ov{a. 6 

The Jews offer God worship in the same fashion 7 as the Greeks ; 
Jewish sacrifices are as foolish as pagan offerings, the latter because 
they are made to senseless and deaf images, the former because 
they rest on the view that God, the Provider of all, is in need of 
these things. Then he fastens upon particular matters such as 
Jewish food taboos, the rite of circumcision, Sabbath punctilious­
ness, observance of feasts according to lunar periods. These he 
assails with great severity. 8 

It is important to see how radical is the author's attitude to­
wards the Jewish Law. It was the ethical and spiritual meaning 

1 See above, p. 14, n. I. 
2 " In der Tat ist der Brief tiberraschend wenig platonisierend und stoisierend. 

Die konstituierenden Gedanken des Verfassers haben ein ganz anderes Geprage, 
und bei einer naheren Analyse des Inhaltes zeigt es sich. dass die hellenistisch­
philosophischen Ztige oberflachlich sind und nicht die Christentumsauffassung 
des Briefes gepragt haben" (Molland, p. 306). 

3 See Additional Note A. 
4 " Partout et toujours, ii est un chretien conscient, s'il en fut " (Puech, Les 

apol. grecs, p. 260). 
• See especially Strom. i, 2, 4 f., 13, 17, 19; v, 13 ; vi, 8. Cf. vi, 17 : "there 

is no absurdity in philosophy having been given by divine Providence as a pre­
paratory discipline for the perfection which is by Christ ". 

• See note on the term (i). 
' 0µo,o-rp(mws (iii, 2). Cf. Apol. of Aristides, xiv (sub fin.) : ,,al 1rapoµ.010, 

TWv €8vWv. 
8 It may be observed that Aristides (Apol. xiv). whilst condemning these 

specific ceremonial observances, says nothing about Jewish sacrificial offerings. 
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of the Law that was stressed by many Hellenistic-Jewish writers 
such as Aristeas and Philo, and is reflected in the Epistle of 
Harnabas. 1 The Mosaic requirements are symbols of moral de­
mands upon God's people. All regulations of the Law "have 
been framed ,\ith a view to righteousness " (Aristeas, 168. 
Cf. 151, 161). Similarly, Barn. x brings out the spiritual or 
mystical significance of the Mosaic injunctions. They are sym­
bolic of moral prohibitions. It is apparent that this allegorical 
interpretation of the Jewish Law prepared the way for the 
Christian position that the Law, whilst of divine origin and 
authority, was, as regards its external ordinances, abrogated in 
Christ. The obligation to observe them held no longer in the 
new Israel (so Paul) ; 2 what was merely symbolic and shadowy 
was done away in Christ (so the auctor ad Hebraeos). But it was 
recognized that the Jewish ceremonial Law, though now super­
seded, was valid for pre-Christian times. 

Our author, however, sharply diverges here from the main 
Christian view. He neither admits the divine origin or ordering 
of the ceremonial observances, nor suggests that they were formu­
lated to convey a moral lesson or serve as an aid to righteousness. 
It is not even conceded that they were " an educational necessity, 
to meet the stubbornness and idolatrous tendencies of the nation 
(being, in fact, a safeguard of monotheism) ". 3 These rites are 
absurd and even impious, an exhibition of Jewish 'meddlesome­
ness and pride'_ (iv, 6). In denouncing Jewish sacrifices the 
author might well have enlisted the authority of the Hebrew 
prophets, who condemned them unsparingly (Amos v, 21 f. ; 
Isaiah i, II, etc.). But, unlike Justin (Dial. 22) and Tertullian 
(Against the Jews, 5), he disdains even this reinforcement of his 
plea. Judaism is anathema. The only relief in the picture is 
that he does not, after the manner of the Preaching of Peter (Clem. 
Alex., Strom. vi, 5, 41), 4 charge the Jews with contaminating 
their monotheistic worship with homage to angels. He admits 
that 'they worship the one God of the universe and think of 
Him as Master ' (iii, z). 

1 Aristeas, whilst allegorizing the Law, makes no suggestion that its ceremonial 
observance need not be literally practised. Philo, indeed, carefully insists that 
the allegorical elucidation does not destroy the literal force of the enactments of 
the Law nor dispense with the necessity of its external observance (de Migr. Abr, 
89 ff.). See J. Drummond, Philo judaeus, i, 20. Barn. (ix, 4), however, is 
unequivocal: the literal observance of the Law is a seduction of the Evil One. 

2 Cf. Rom. x, 4 ; Gal. iii, 23 ff. 
'Harnack, Expansion, i, 68. 
•" They (the Jews) know him not, serving angels and archangels, the month 

and the moon." Cf. also Apol. of Aristides, xiv (Syr.). 
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Edwyn Bevan 1 sees in the wholesale condemnation of Jewish 

ritual practices an evidence of the author's intellectual inability 
to think out its implications. It is inconsistent with the Scriptures, 
accepted as infallible and authoritative by the Church. In 
particular, it conflicts with the New Testament view that the 
Jewish ritual Law had been really given by God to Israel and had 
been of obligation before the death of the Messiah. Moreover, 
it is difficult to harmonize this severe treatment of material rites 
and observance of sacred days with the practices of the Church 
in regard to Baptism, the Eucharist, and Easter, of which the 
author, though he makes no mention of them, must have been 
fully aware. 

But does not the cogency of the former argument posit a 
relatively late date for the Epistle ? The fact that the author 
takes a view of the Jewish Law inconsistent with that of the N.T. 
does not necessarily point to his intellectual immaturity ; rather 
it may indicate that he writes at a time when the N.T. books had 
not gained special sanctity or authority. We have already seen 
(p. 19) that the Epistle probably derives from about the middle 
of the second century A.D., at which time the idea of a sacred 
Canon of N.T. writings was not established (see below, pp. 57 f.). 
As to the latter point, it is true that in view of the denunciation 
of Jewish ceremonial as vain the mere observance of Christian 
Baptism and the Eucharist could not logically claim to be effica­
cious. The author's inconsistency (if such it is) in this regard is 
shared by Justin and other apologists. 

It may be that the author's strictures are made not so much of 
historical Judaism as of the Jewish practice of his own day in 
its conflict with Christianity. He has perhaps in mind the re­
ligion of the rabbis rather than that of the prophets. Be that 
as it may, he is in the succession of earlier writers ; 2 the apologists 
as a whole take a more lenient view. 3 Our author's temper is 

1 In The Hibbert Journal, July, 1943, pp. 377 ff. See also his Christianity, 
pp. 39 f. 

2 For severe criticism of the Jews see the Fourth Gospel (passim); James v, 6 
('ye murdered the just ') ; Rev. ii, 9 (' a synagogue of Satan ') : Didache, viii 
(' hypocrites ') ; Gospel of Peter. The Epistle of Barnabas is still more drastic 
in denouncing historical Judaism and all its works. Aristides, A.pol. xiv (Syr.) 
has a much milder tone. In their monotheism the Jews are "much nearer to 
the truth than all the peoples ", as also in their imitation of God in works of 
compassion. Nevertheless, their observance of Sabbaths and new moons and the 
Passover and the great feasts, etc., is really service to angels, not to God. :\[ore­
over, Jesus" was pierced by the Jews" (ii Syr.). Just. Mart. (A.pot. i, <,3) adds 
that this was at the instigation of the devils. Cf. Dial. r6. 

3 For example, Justin's tone, though occasionally severe (.-lpol. i, 37), is 
conciliatory on the whole. He even addresses the Jews as " my brothers" 
(Dial. 137). 
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Marcionite in its ignoring of the historical link between Judaism 
and Christianity. 1 His overwhelming sense of the incomparable 
worth of the new faith left little room for a just valuation of pre­
Christian as of non-Christian systems. Hence it cannot be said 
that on these two matters the author really answered Diognetus 
or the educated constituency that he represents. For in addressing 
cultured circles it was inept to treat both pagan idolatry and Jewish 
sacrifices so superficially. The one he seriously misrepresented as 
mere worship of stocks and stones, showing no appreciation of its 
higher aspects ; upon the other he poured such unqualified con­
tempt as would alienate or antagonize one who, like Diognetus, 
was especially concerned (µ,cf).un-a. 1roOE'iv, iii, 1) to know the differ­
ence between Jewish and Christian worship. The author's 
apologia suffers from defects of excessive zeal. 

(f) Persecution of the Christians 

Almost up to the end of the first century the Christian religion 
appeared to Gentile "eyes as a special sect of Judaism; hence it 
shared the tolerance which Judaism enjoyed in the main as a 
recognized national cult. Persecutions under Nero and Domitian 
had been the outcome of personal rancour rather than of State 
policy. But by the time of Trajan (A.D. 98-117) Christianity was 
making itself felt as a power which might well prove subversive 
of the imperial order itself. Its treasonable character, deduced 
from the refusal of Christians to swear loyalty to the Emperor as 
' Lord ', became apparent. From this time on, the State joined 
with the Jews in systematic oppression of the Christians. 2 This 
continued through the reigns of Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus 
Pius, and Marcus Aurelius. After the death of the last-named 
(A.D. 180) there was a lull of more than fifty years. Then perse­
cution broke out afresh. The State now stood alone in its hos­
tility to Christians. 

The references in the Epistle to persecution are as follows. 
Christians ' despise death ' (i), 3 ' suffer all things as strangers ' 
(v, 5), 'are persecuted by all men', are 'condemned', 'put to 
death ', ' dishonoured ', ' spoken evil of ', ' abused ', ' insulted ', 
' buffeted ', ' warred upon by the Jews as foreigners and persecuted 
by ~he Greeks' (v, 11 ff.), 'thrown to wild beasts' (vii, 7), 

1 See above, pp. 1G f. 
2 Against Harnack's view (Expansion, i, 58 f.; ii, rn4) that the Jews were as 

a rule the instigators of " bloody persecutions "of Christians in general, Abrahams 
(Stud. in Pharisaism and the Gospels, second series, pp. 56 ff.) insists that the 
persecution related to Jewish Christians and not to Gentile Christians as such. 

3 See below, pp. 93 f. 
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'punished' (vii, 8; x, 7), 'endure for the sake of righteousness 
the fire which is but for a season ' (x, 8). 

These references are general in character 1 and allow but little 
inference about the place or date of the Epistle. z The tone suggests 
that persecution was taken more or less for granted as the normal 
lot of Christians. But two points may be observed. First, the 
author suggests some of the grounds for the hatred towards 
Christians, namely, their refusal to acknowledge heathen gods 
(i, ii, 5-6, 10), their distinctive manner of life (v, 4), their opposition 
to the pleasures of the world (vi, 5), and probably their rejection 
of emperor-worship. 3 He rebuts by implication the charges of 
immorality (v, 7-8) and aloofness from state service and loyalties 
(v, 4-5, 10). Secondly, he insists that persecution leads to increase 
in the number of Christians (vi, 9 ; vii, 8)-a feature not confined 
to any one period. Again we note that persecution is not at­
tributed to the energies of demons as in Just. Mart. (Apol. i. 
5 ; ii, r). 

As to the attitude towards the civil power the author's tone 
indicates that he shares in the disparagement of government in 
general and of the Roman Empire in particular. It is not that 
he is hostile. There is no suggestion that Church and State must 
be in fundamental opposition, the note we hear in the book of 
the Revelation and in Ignatius. 4 On the contrary his tone is 
conciliatory. He affirms that Christians 'share all things as 
citizens' (v, 5) and 'obey the appointed laws' (v, 10).5 But 
he views earthly government as belonging to the transient order. 
He says that God in sending His Son did not send a 'servant or 
an angel or ruler, or one of those. who administer the affairs of 
earth' (vii, 2). And the Son came in gentleness and meekness, 
an implied contrast to earthly rulers who tyrannize by fear. 6 

So also he rules out 'dominion over one's neighbours' (x, 5). 
This general attitude of inward aloofness to the temporal order 

1 The persecutors are specified only in one passage (v, 17). The Roman govern-
ment is not named. ' 

2 Bunsen (Christianity and Mankind, i, 170) and others find in v, 17 an allusion 
to the Jewish war of Bar-Cochba, and hence assign the Epistle to A.D. 13~-5. 
But the reference appears to be quite general. 

3 ' Do you not see them thrown to wild beasts, that they may deny the Lord ? ' 
(vii, 7). Cf. also x, 7. 

• Cf. Rev. xiv, 8 ; xviii, 21. 

'Cf. Just. Mart., Apol. i, 17; Athenagoras, Suppl. 3. So the N.T. (Rom. 
xiii, 1 ff.; 1 Pet. ii, 13). 

° Cf. Just. Mart., Apol. ii, I. Tatian, I9. says : "the construction of the 
world is excellent, but its 1ro>.lTEvµa is bad ". So also Athenagoras, de Resitrr., 
Ig, speaks of the " robber or prince or tyrant" who could not by one death make 
restitution for his evil deeds. 
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is rooted in the conviction that the true life of the Christian is 
above. On earth he is a stranger and pilgrim, because his citizen­
ship is in heaven. 1 

(g) Moral and Religious Values 

Repentance is not specifically named in the Epistle, though 
implied. The stress lies on God's action rather than on man's 
moral response as the supreme factor in salvation. The divine 
delay in the plan of salvation was not, as was frequently explained, 2 

to lead men to repent. Its purpose was to magnify the goodness 
and power of God in rescuing man impotent in his sins (ix, 1-2).3 

On the other hand, the author makes faith primary : ' He mani­
fested Himself through faith (oid 1rlCTnws), 4 by which alone it is 
given to see God ' (viii, 6). This, however, is not the Pauline 
notion of faith. It does not signify that moral assent whereby 
man appropriates God's free gift of ju~tifying grace. The author 
does not specify the object of faith, that is, God or Christ, or 
suggest its nature as an inward disposition of trust and surrender. 
The term here denotes belief in the divine revelation, this belief 
being the basis of true knowledge. 5 Cf. x, r where ' this faith ' 
is antecedent to ' knowledge of the Father ' (in xi, z disciples, 
being mCTTol, gain ' knowledge of the mysteries of the Father'). 
The divine intention in effecting the redemption of man is 'that 
we should believe His goodness ' (ix, 6), and grace ' rejoices over 
the faithful ' (or ' believers '), xi, 5. In the later writer's phrases, 
'the pledges of faith', 'the faith of the gospels' (xi, 5, 6), the 
term ,,lCTTi, becomes objective signifying almost ' system of belief '. 
See note ad lac. 

A few miscellaneous points may be mentioned. Almsgiving is 
enjoined (x, 6). 6 Poverty seems to be commended (v, 13), and, 
conversely, covetousness and love of wealth condemned or at 
least their perils pointed out (x, 5).7 There is no marked ascetic 
strain in the teaching of the Epistle. The probable hint at fasting 

1 See below, pp. 41 f. 
2 Cf. V."isd. xi, 23 ; Acts xvii, 30; Rom. ii, 4; 2 Pet. iii, 9; Just. Mart., 

Apo!. i, 28. 
3 So Paul : man's former sins are passed over in the forbearance of God 

(Rom. iii, 25). 
4 The term is used in its active sense ' belief', 'trust', as predominantly in 

K.T. use. 
' The Fourth Gospel foreshadows this more intellectual content of ' believing' 

(manvnv). See E. F. Scott, The Fourth Gospel, pp. 267-70, F. R. Tennant, 
The Nature of Belief, pp. 65 f. 

"Cf. Aristides, Apo!. xv; 2 Clem. xvi, 4; Just. Mart., Apol. i, 15. 
'Cf. Tatian, ad Graec. rr; Just. Mart., Apo!. i, 15. 
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(vi, 9) merely indicates in general terms its moral value. 1 The 
author regards marriage and the procreation of children as normal. 2 

He does not share the tendency of some early Christian writers 3 

to exalt celibacy. OJ! the contrary, he stresses the purity of the 
Christians in the married state (v, 7-8), and that not merely as an 
answer to heathen charges of immorality (see above, p. 39). 
The wedded state, it would seem, is commended in and for itself. 
Prayer is mentioned only once (' I ask from God', etc., i). 
Happiness (Ev8aiµ,ovEtv) is defined in negative terms, with the 
positive implication that it consists in helping others (x, 5-6). 

For ideas prominent in chs. xi-xii, see below, pp. 50 ff. 

(h) Eschatology 

Eschatological references are not numerous. The author tends 
to belittle earthly things as transient. His gaze is fixed on the 
higher and freer life hereafter. ' The soul, though immortal, 
dwells in a mortal tabernacle; and Christians sojourn among 
corruptible things, awaiting the incorruptibility which is in heaven' 
(vi, 8). The kingdom is perhaps regarded in one passage as a 
future consummation. God promises men • the kingdom in 
heaven; and He will give it to them who loved Him' (x, 2). 4 

But the hope of future reward is nowhere made the ground 
of morality (cf. Aristides 5). As in New Testament teaching 6 

the kingdom is also a present experience ; the eschatology 
approaches the ' realized ' type. This is suggested by the phrase 
• to enter into the kingdom of God' (ix, 1), but is more apparent 
from the various features in the picture of the Christian's life in 
the world (v, vi). It is of an other-worldly order, ' the true life 
in heaven', though lived out here on earth (x, 7). The body, 
while not despised (note, however, the depreciatory reference to 
the flesh in vi, 5), is viewed as the temporary abode of the 
soul, as is also the world in relation to Christians. As the soul is 
' not of the body ', so Christians are ' not of the world '. The 
0EOaE{1ELa of the Christians remains invisible. It is a mystery 
hidden from men (iv, 6). It is true that Christians live in their 
own fatherlands, but as 1Ta.potKot ; they share in the general life 

1 See note ad lac. 
2 Cf. r Clem. xxxiii. 5 f.; Just. Mart., Apol. i, 29; Athenagoras, de Res1<rr. r 2. 
3 I-Iermas, Sim. ix, II; Acts of Paul and Thekla, 5-16. 
4 So also the Eucharistic prayer in the Didache (x, 5) suggests a future king,lum. 
6 Christians lceep the commandments "in the hope and expectation of the 

world to come" (Apol. xv. Cf. xvi Syr.). So Just. Mart., Apol. i, q: "that 
they may become partakers with us of the same joyful hope of a reward from 
God". 

"Cf. Matt. xii, 28; Col. i, 13; Heb. vi, 5; r John ii, 8. 
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of men, but as tlvot. Their citizenship is of a 'remarkable and 
admittedly strange order' (v, 4). It is 'in heaven' (v, 9). 1 

The one brief reference to the Parousia (in vii, 9 the reference is 
probably to the 'presence ' of God. See note) makes no sugges­
tion of its nearness (vii, 6). The return of Christ involves judge­
ment. If he came first as ' King ', as ' God ', as ' Man ', he will 
come again as 'Judge'. Here the thought is thoroughly 
Pauline (2 Thess. i, 7 ff. ; 1 Cor. iv, 4-5 ; 2 Cor. v, ro) and indeed 
primitive (Acts x, 42). Our author describes judgement in 
general terms (condemnation, punishment, death, ix, 2; x, 7). 
The one definite feature is ' eternal fire ', which shall punish ' up 
to the end' (µ,IXPt -rl;\ous-. See on x, 7). 2 The main thought is, 
as in most Christian writers of the period, the certainty of judge­
ment. Cf. Aristides, Apol. xvii (sub fin.), Just. Mart., Apol. i, 8, 
12, 17, 45 ; ii, 9. 3 It is noticeable that the Epistle contains no 
allusion to the Resurrection. 4 It is rather the resurrection life 
lived in this world that is in clear view. 

(i) Relation to Current Thought 

It may be of interest to note here the degree in which the author 
of the Episile accommodates himself to the presumed intellectual 
standpoint and convictions of his inquirer and the public that he 

1 Paul's conception of life in the Spirit is analogous (Gal. v, 25 f. ; Rom. viii, 
9 ff.). 

2 Edwyn Bevan (Hibbert Journal, July, 1943, p. 378) points to the inconsis­
tency of this view of God"s judgement by fire with the previous statement that 
• force is no attribute of God ' (vii, 4). and sees here a proof of the author's " feeble 
intellectual grasp ". But the contrast is more apparent than real. The state­
ment that ' force is no attribute of God ' is made expressly to illustrate the 
sending of the Son in gentleness and meekness; it stands, however, side by side 
in the same context with the idea of judgement to come. Judgement is less the 
forcible exertion of God's power over men than the just and inevitable 'reward' 
of sin in 'punishment and death' (ix, 2). The author's language suggests that 
these penalties work impersonally. He may have viewed them much in the 
manner of St. Paul, for whom the Wrath of God means not some feeling or atti­
tude on His part towards men, but the inescapable Nemesis of sin seen in events, 
" an inevitable process of cause and effect in a moral universe " (C. H. Dodd, 
The Epistle of Paul to the Romans, pp. 20 ff.). This would tally entirely with the 
insistence in Diognetus that God is personally a.opY71Tos (viii, 8). Be that as it 
may, that an author may not have thought out the implications of his view of 
God so that he holds positions seemingly at variance is by no means a rare 
occurrence ! 

" Geffcken (p. 27) points out that these threats of future judgement appear at 
the end of our Epistle, as also in Aristides, Apol. xvii, Just. Mart., Apol. i, 68. 

• Kott, however, the words ' they (Christians) are put to death, yet they are 
endowed with life ' (v, 12), which may illustrate more generally the statement that 
the soul is immortal (vi, 8). Similarly, references to the Resurrection arc rare 
in the Apostolic Fathers. Cf. I Clem. xxiv, I ; xiii, 3 ; Barn. v, 6; xv, 9, 
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represents. It is difficult to infer, except in general outline, what 
may have been Diognetus's religious tenets. As an educated 
man he would be fully aware of that complex of intellectual and 
spiritual beliefs which marked second-century non-Christian 
thought. It is perhaps reasonable to assume that in the prevalent 
eclecticism 1 Roman Stoicism was for him a predominant element. 
How far then does the author adjust himself to the point of view 
of his questioner, and how much in the Epistle can be taken as 
common ground between them ? 

Now the Epistle seems to some extent an argumentum ad 
hominem. 2 This may be deduced in part from the conciliatory 
manner in which the author approaches Diognetus's inquiry. 
His tone is respectful and pleasing. He commends both Diognetus's 
zeal to learn about the Christians, and the character of his questions. 
He prays that he himself may so speak that his addressee may be 
profited as much as possible and have the grace of hearing (i). 
The fact that these are conventional traits (see notes ad loc.) does 
not lessen the author's obvious sincerity. At the same time he 
is candid with his questioner. The latter must clear his mind oi. 
prejudice, use his intelligence, and indeed become, as it were, 
from the beginning a new man, as one too who is to hear a new story 
(ii, 1). 

Similar frankness is shown concerning the recognition and 
worship of heathen gods. Here the tone is quite uncompromising. 
Idolatry is empty and foolish, a deceiving ' custom ' in which 
Diognetus must have no complicity (see note on ii, 1). The 
author -hints at the intellectual debasement to which it leads, 
and charges his inquirer(s) with hating Christians because they 
reject such pagan worship. 3 How far Diognetus could justly 
be charged with belief in crude Greek polytheism is uncertain. 
He would, however, in company with the cultivated pagans of 
his time, doubtless tolerate and even reverence the popular 
religion of many gods. 4 In any event, the author's language is 

1 On the philosophi~ syncretism, see Edwyn Bevan, Stoics and Sceptics, 
pp. 91 ff., and Cambridge Ancient History, xi, pp. 690 f. 

2 See W. Telfer in ]. T.S. xiv (1944). 222 ff., for a suggestive elaboration of 
this view. 

3 In v, 17 Christians are hated without cause ; elsewhere various causes are 
assigned. See p. 39. 

• " From the time of Socrates an earnest belief in the gods of the Greek myi:ho­
logy became an impossibility to a philosophic mind" (J. Donaldson, .-cl Critical 
History, ii, 19). "But the majority of philosophers did not deem it worth while 
to interfere with popular belief ... they had no wish to indoctrinate men who 
were not philsophers with disparaging ideas of their national religions " (op. cit. 
ii, 22). See also E. Zeller, Outlines of the History of Greek Philosophy (E.T.' 1S9~). 
p. 254. 
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pointed and personal (ii, 5 ff.) and the tone openly contemptuous. 
In the invective against the Jewish Snai8aiµov{a the note is 
less directly personal. It is evident that Diognetus has some 
knowledge of Jewish worship 1iii, 1) and observances (iv, 1). 
His attitude, however, is one of interest, not of allegiance. He 
desires to know why Christians do not worship in the same manner 
as Jews. The author commends the Jews' acknowledgement of 
' the one God of the universe ', but perhaps covertly alludes 
thereby to the many heathen gods which Diognetus avows (cf. ii, 
5 ff.). The God of the Jews is also the Creator of heaven and earth 
(by implication contrasted with the Gentile gods which are man­
made). The Jewish sacrificial worship, however, is in no respect 
better than pagan idolatry, and the ritual practices are utterly 
absurd. 1 Christians are right in rejecting the religion of both 
Jews and Greeks. Then comes the pertinent reminder that the 
' secret ' of the Christians' religion does not yield to human in­
quiry. It is as though the author, whilst welcoming Diognetus's 
quest, would show him its necessary limits. 2 Christian truth 
t' no human doctrine ') is not discovered so much as disclosed 
(iv, 6; v, 3 ; vii, I f.), and that to faith (viii, 6). 

It is in chapter vi that the author comes nearest to Diognetus's 
preconceptions. These are partly. Platonic and partly Stoic. 3 

The Stoic conceived of the world as a living Whole, 4 permeated 
and controlled by one energy. Phusis, the urge towards per­
fection, is everywhere at work, a life-force pervading all matter 
as the soul of a man permeates all his limbs. 5 It is the soul of the 
world. 6 Man by virtue of his rationality is a part of the Whole. 
Hence all men are akin and members of a world-state. Our author, 
it would seem, aligns his thought with this philosophic postulate 
of the world-soul. What the soul is in the body that Christians 
are in the world. In his conception of the cosmic role of Christians 
he moves in the intellectual orbit of his inquirer. The universalism 
of the function of Christians in the world corresponds to the 

1 For the superficiality of the author's account of pagan idolatry and Jewish 
sacrifices, see above, pp. 31 f. 

2 See Minucius Felix, Octavius, v : "human insignificance is quite incapable 
of investigating things divine". Cf. Ps.-Justin, Cohort. ad Gent. viii (cited 
below, p. u7). 

3 Stoicism became from the first century B.C. more deeply infused with Platon­
ism. This appears especially in Posidonius. For Platonic reminiscences in 
JJiognelus, see notes on vi, 7, ro; x, 7 (Tov OOKOVVTO~ 0avcfrov). 

• Cf. Marc. Aurelius iv, 40; v, 8 ; vi, 9 al. 
:. Stoicism was familiar with the idea of the soul dispersed in the body and 

sustaining it. The notion of the soul as imprisoned in the body goes back to 
Orphic and Pythagorean doctrine (cf. Diognetus, vi, 2, 4, 7). 

• See Gilbert Murray, Stoic, Christian and Humanist, pp. 102 ff. 
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Stoic emphasis on man's kinship with the whole of humanity. 
Similarly, the view of the Christians' loyalty to civic and political 
duties as subordinate to their heavenly citizenship (v, 9-ro; 
vi passim) is quite in line with Stoic cosmopolitanism. 1 But 
whilst the thought-forms are the same,2 the content they carry 
for our author is different. New Testament teaching is his primary 
source. 3 Christians are the soul of the world in the sense that 
they are a spiritual influence which permeates the whole social 
order. The Gospel figures of light, leaven, and salt are not ex­
plicit but may be present to his mind. Johannine reflections in 
particular are traceable in this section. Note the meaning of the 
term Koaµ.or; (vi, I al.) and the thought of Christians as in the world 
but not of it (vi, 3. Cf. v, 5). 

In the conception of God our author, though holding views in 
common with current religious thought on some characteristics 
of the Deity,4 is pronouncedly Christian. He openly challenges 
Diognetus with the query : • do you accept the vain and trumpery 
statements of those specious philosophers ' who identify God 
with one of the created elements (viii, 2) ? The stress laid on the 
creative power of God is marked (iii, 4; iv, 2, 5 ; vii, 2 ; viii, 7). 
The material world is the divine handiwork wrought through the 
Logos as agent (vii, 2). God too is all-provident, ordaining the 
seasons and bestowing on men all that they need. The whole 
tenor of the Epistle is that • the one God of the universe ' is 
personal, and that man's knowledge of God derives solely from 
His self-manifestation through faith. This is a far remove from 
the Stoic idea of an elemental Fire (as in the earlier theory of 
Heraclitus) in which the divine creative Reason is immanent and 
operative (at bottom a kind of materialistic pantheism), or even 
of a world-spirit permeating and governing the whole cosmic 
process in accordance with plan. 5 

Again the Epistle implies belief in a divine purpose in history, 
• a great and unutterable design ' (viii, 9). This was revealed 
and effected in the sending of the Son. His advent was timed to 
synchronize with man's acute awareness of sin and moral impo­
tence. And that purpose was redemptive. The Son came to 

1 See Zeller, Outlines, p. 252, and below, p. 47, n. 5. 
2 As we have seen (pp. 34 f.), the author, whilst nominally contemptuous of 

Greek philosophy, is necessarily influenced by it. 
3 See pp. 54 ff. 
• e.g., the idea that God needs nothing, a widespread notion in Greek thought. 

See note on iii, 3, and Blakeney, pp. 40 f. 
6 Later, the religious element in Stoicism becomes more personal and intimate. 

The idea of a world-providence merges into that of a Guardian who cares for the 
individual. This note sounds in Seneca, Epictetus, and Marc. Aurelius. 
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save, not to compel nor to condemn, the end being that man might 
bdieve His goodness, etc. (ix, 6). That the contemporary world 
of Diognetus felt increasingly the need for some sure revelation 
of God and for its own redemption is clear. 1 The Stoic indeed 
he-Id that Providence and Plan were at work in the universe, 
but he hardly apprehended a personal purpose in history. The 
end conceived by Stoic thinkers-perfection, reached after many 
cyclic rounds, by reabsorption into the original fiery substance 2 

--offered a vague and chilling prospect. It led only to " the 
infinite tedium of human history ". 3 

At some points there is kinship between the author's view of 
man and that in current philosophic thought. But here again 
Christianization appears. For example, the author shares with 
pagan thought a high view of the dignity of man. The idea that 
God made the world for man's sake is frequent in Stoic teaching 
and became a commonplace in the Christian Fathers.4 Man was 
divinely endowed with reason (.\oyos-) 5 and was so made that 
he could look upwards to God. . But our author derives the last 
conviction not from its Stoic analogue but from the Scriptures.6 

Similarly, the idea of man's imitation of God in love and bene­
ficence (x, 4-6), though reflected in philosophic and religious 
thought,7 is probably coloured by and perhaps based on Pauline 
teaching. Again the deification of man by way of kindly offices 
to his fellows is familiar in the thought of the time. 8 Goodness, 
so the Stoic held, consists in working along with God in the service 
of man. The good man co-operating with God in well-doing 
becomes a god. 9 But the Epistle reshapes the idea in the light 
of J ohannine teaching. 1° Further, the author believes that the 
soul is immortal by virtue of union with the divine Spirit. 11 

Christians, he says, though put to death are made alive 
(~wo7ToLovVTaL, v, 12. Cf. r6). Cf. vi, _8; x, 2. Seneca indeed 
sometimes approximates to the Christian hope ; 12 but for the 
most part Stoicism left only limited room for belief in a life after 
death. The soul is reabsorbed at the next conflagration into the 

1 See S. Angus, The Religious Quests of the Graeco-Roman World, pp. 16 ff. 
2 Cf. Marc. Aurelius iv, 21 ; x, 7. 
3 Ed ,vyn Bevan, Later Greek Religion, p. xxxvii. See also his Stoics and Sceptics, 

pp. 47 ff. 
4 See Blakeney's full note, pp. 74 ff. 
5 The earlier Stoic idea was that man's reason was itself a particle of the divine 

Being. So Epictetus later: av a11601raaµ.a Ef Tov 8Eov (Diss. ii, 8, rr). 
• See note on x, 2. 7 See Additional Note A. 
• See Additional Note B. 
• See Gilbert Murray, Stoic, Christian and Humanist, p. 107. 
10 See below, p. 145. 11 Cf. Tatian, ad Graec., chs. r3, 15; 
12 Epistles, cii. 
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primary Being. 1 In one further point the difference of view is 
acute. Roman Stoicism in particular emphasized man's own 
moral resources: He has all-sufficiency (ai'rrapKHa) in himself. 
Not only can he by stern self-restraint gain complete 'apathy', 
but he can himself win his way to the higher life. A man's 
reason will suffice to attain salvation. There is no need of a 
Saviour or of divine grace. 2 But the heart of the teaching of our 
Epistle is man's moral and spiritual helplessness apart from the 
redeeming action of God manifested in the Son. 3 

In short, the author plainly tries, if not to come to terms with 
Diognetus, at least to win from him a hearing by a reasonable 
measure of intellectual accommodation. 4 Such ideas and beliefs 
as they held in common s are made the basis of his Christian 
apologia, and the terms in which this is framed are not alien from 
Diognetus's mode of thought. 6 Moreover, the silence of the 
Epistle on some aspects of the Christian faith 7 is significant. 
It may be due in part to the author's desire not to irritate his 
pagan interrogator by protruqing peculiarities of the Christian 
faith which might prove uncongenial or incredible.8 He is 
accordingly economical in his statement of Christian belief. Such 
restrictions may be due also to the limited questions put by 
Diognetus. The author does not confine himself strictly to 
Diognetus's queries, but in the main moves within their bounds. 
He nai:vely states (ii, 10) that he could say more ! In this regard 
the Epistle is only in part an ' apology' ; it is more of a special 
plea. At any rate, it is clear that the inquirer's need is kept 

1 See H. Sidgwick, Outlines of the History of Ethics, pp. 102 f. ; J. B. Lightfoot, 
Philippians, pp. 320 ff. ; E. V. Arnold, Roman Stoicism, pp. 125 f., 262 ff. 

2 This tends to be modified in later Roman Stoicism. " Indeed no man can 
be good without the help of God. Can anyone rise superior to fortune unless 
God helps him to rise?" (Seneca, Ep. xii, 2). But even this is the God who 
indwells every good man and whom he knows not. 

• See especially eh. ix. 
• The author is really more of a philosopher than he knows. He is among 

those apologists who, though keen opponents of philosophy, " to a man occupied 
philosophic ground, and indeed Platonic ground" (Harnack, Expansion, i, 295). 
The practical temper too of the Epistle, which sets forth Christianity as a ' way 
of life ' (see below, p. 49), would at once evoke the sympathy of a Stoic. • 

• For example, the idea that man's true abode is the City of God. Stoicism 
held that man was a member of a world-city, consisting of gods and men (Seneca, 
de Otio, iv, 1 ; Marc. Aurelius, ii, 16; iii, II; xii, 36 al.). For the author's use 
of this conception mainly in its Pauline setting see notes on v, 5. See also Light­
foot, Philippians, pp. 303 ff. 

• See Westcott's verdict (cited on p. 18). Cf. such terms as dKa<OTIJ~ (iv, 6} 
and ooy/La (v, 3). See notes ad loc. 

' See above, p. 20. 
8 The absence of some specifically Christian beliefs in the Octavius of Minucius 

Felix springs from a like consideration. 
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constantly in vie\',·. 1 At the same time, the author never sur­
renders his convictions, never compromises with vital Christian 
trnth. If no complete conspectus of Christian belief appears, its 
core stands plainly revealed. 2 

As stated above, 3 the presuppositions common to our author 
and his correspondent are always Christianized. 4 Where their 
tenets part company, the divergence is marked and deep. 

(j) Summary 

The aid lent to the development of Christian theology by the 
apologists calls for fuller recognition. Their endowments were in 
the main slender, their writings had little distinction, and their 
theology is fairly described as "tentative, exploratory ". 5 But 
their work ,vas lasting, if judged less by any immediate effects 6 

than by its preparatory and pioneer quality. In the writings of 
these men we find the beginnings of Patristic philosophy. But 
theirs was the philosophy of a Revelation. Whilst they availed 
themselves of the best elements in•pagan thought, their convictions 
were basically Christian. The Christian 'secret' had been dis-

1 Perhaps this partial ad hominem character of the Epistle is not unconnected 
with the neglect which the document seems to have suffered in early Christian 
literary history. See p. 3. 

2 There was a constant danger that the apologists in their desire to represent 
Christianity as the reasonable religion of mankind should rationalize unduly and 
impoverish the faith by dilution. See Edwyn Bevan, Later Greek Religion, 
p. xxxvi. The author of Ad Diognetum, however, is not open to this charge. He 
has a firm grasp of the essentials of the faith, and shows a no less firm insistence 
upon them. 

0 Seep. 35. 
• Katurally this would not be realized by Diognetus himself at his present 

stage. Dr. Vi'. Telfer (in j.T.S. xlv (1944), zzz ff.) points out that ad hominem 
apologies consist of a succession of doubles entendre. Statements which, whilst 
consonant with the Christian faith, are intelligible and acceptable to the un­
initiated reader (because they are part of his thought-world) disclose their deeper 
and Christian meaning only after his conversion. Dr. Telfer instances the words 
-rov Zowv viov ci1rioo-ro (ix, z), which could mean for Diognetus nothing more than 
a supposed epiphany of the divine Logos {cf. -roii-rov 1rpos av-rous ci1rlo-rn>.,v, vii, z) 
" as providing the manumission-price (AVTpov) delivering us from the bonds of 
habitual sinning against the divine Jaw in Nature". The words would, however, 
assume for Diognetus their richer Christian significance if and when he became 
a Christian. ,\·e may compare x, 3, 7, 8, where ' knowledge ' (Jmy,vwaKw) is 
one of the fruits of Christian conversion. 

'F. C. Burkitt in Camb. Ancient Hist. xii, 463. See also J. Donaldson, Grit. 
Hist., ii, 15 f. 

0 " In the second century literary works were written in defence of the new 
Faith, but there is no indication that they were read by any save Christians 
or men on the way to be such or professed students of the movement such as 
Celsus" (A. D. Nock, Conversion, p. 192). 



INTRODUCTION 49 
closed to faith ; it was their task to interpret it in the light of 
reason and align it with the best ethical ancl religious thought of 
the pagan world. 1 The apologists took the lofty moral truths 
preached in the philosophic schools and gave them the sanction of 
Christianity as a supernatural revelation. Here in an incipient 
form is that accommodation between Christianity and the highest 
philosophic thought which was to be made more complete by the 
great Alexandrian teachers of the third century. The apologists 
may claim at least the honour of the pathfinder. 

In this dignity the little Epistle to Diognetus has its share. 
But its real merit lies elsewhere. Most marked is its emphasis 
on the spiritual and mystical aspect of the faith. This appears 
in the wholesale condemnation of material and outward worship, 
pagan and Jewish alike. It is perhaps not without significance 
that the author says nothing of Christian institutional religion 
or Church order. The Christian 0€oai{3€La is invisible (vi, 4). It 
consists in the true knowledge of God and in the consequent 
change wrought in the heart by the atoning Son. The mystical 
element further appears in the comparison drawn between 
Christians in the world and the soul in the body (vi). It is indeed 
integral to the author's temper and outlook. 

The author's mind never moves very far from the practical 
implications of the faith. In glowing terms he sets forth the 
Christian ethos. A new spirit of moral earnestness has come into 
the world. It is exercised within the earthly order, but its source 
and strength are from above. The note is one of joyous, almost 
rapturous, faith. Dialectic is not to our author's taste. His 
mind is of ttJ_e pragmatic order. Conscious of Christianity as the 
revelation of the divine love, he sees its practical outworking 
negatively in deliverance from sin and positively in the imitation 
of God by love and beneficence towards men. 2 Hence he points 
to the purity and nobility of the lives of the Christians, their 
constancy under persecution, and their works of benevolence, 
as unmistakable evidence of the truth of their religion. These 
things, he seems to suggest, speak more loudly than any elaborate 
literary defence. It must of course be admitted that there is 
little that is new or creative in the Epistle. But that is only to 

1 As stated above (pp. r ff.). they had a precedent in the apologetic aim of the 
Alexandrian Jews of the second and first centuries B.C., who, having gained through 
constant contact with Hellenism a wider and more hospitable outlook than their 
Palestinian brethren, endeavoured to make Greek philosophy subserve the 
interests of Israel's faith. 

2 " L'imitation de Dieu est ici, comme dans la doctrine platonicienne, le 
dernier mot de la morale" (Aube, Saint Justin, p. 95). Cf. Theaetetus, 176. 
Burnet (E.R.E., x, 526) thinks that Plato adopted the doctrine from Pytha­
goreanism. 

4 
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say that it is typical of second-century Christian writings as a 
wholE'. Moral and spiritual emancipation is the characteristic 
frat urc of apostolic Christianity. But of necessity there followed 
a period when that freedom was to be interpreted and secured. 
If the first task is to create, the second is to conserve. The Epistle 
proper stands nearer in this regard to the apostolic age. We 
cannot fail to detect in its pages the 'experimental ' note. It 
has something of the glow of fresh discovery and creative ex­
perience. There is here no appeal to a body of Christian tradition. 
But this later note sounds in the a_ppended chapters : ' the faith 
of the gospels is established, and the tradition of the apostles is 
guarded ' (xi, 6). 

ii : Of chs. xi-xii. 

It may be convenient to summarize here the teaching con­
tained in the two appended chapters. God, twice spoken of as 
' Father ' (xi, z ; xii, 9. Cf. x, r), plants in Paradise the tree of 
knowledge and the tree of life (xii, 3), sends the Word into the 
world (xi, 3. Cf. vii, z ff.), 1 is the author of spiritual blessings 
(xii, r, 8) and is glorified through the Word (xii, 9). The teaching 
regarding the Word or Son is fuller. The Word was 'sent' to 
appear to the world, and ' speaking plainly ' revealed to disciples 
the secrets of God. He was indeed dishonoured by the chosen 
people, but preached by the apostles, and believed by the heathen. 
The Word is eternal. He is from the beginning, yet is ever young 
in that he is born in the hearts of the saints (xi, 4). As Son 2 Ire 
enriches the Church by revealing and increasing grac~ among the 
saints. The once-incarnate Word can still speak to those whom 
he will (xi, 7) ; he is ever the teacher of the saints (xii, 9). Thus 
the historic incarnation and the abiding spiritual presence of the 
Word are linked together. We note here the lack of any explicit 
mention of the person and work of the Holy Spirit, as also in 
i-x. It may be indeed, as Radford 3 suggests, that the quasi­
personal use of xapis (xi, 5-7) which ' reveals ' and ' rejoices ' and 
which is not to be ' grieved ' 4 hints at the Spirit. It is, however, 
plain that if the Spirit is here in view it is not as a separate per­
sonality but rather as an agency of the Word. 5 Other apologists 

1 In x, 2 the one 'sent' is • the only-begotten Son'. 
2 See Additional Note C. • Op. cit., p. 4r. 
4 Cf. Eph. iv, 30 : "grieve not (µ,~ >.v11,i-r<) the Holy Spirit of God", 
• Harnack, Hist. of Dogma, ii, 209, thinks with regard to the apologists that 

" their conception of the Logos continually compelled them to identify the Logos 
and the Spirit". So Hernias earlier: "that Spirit is the Son of God" (Sim. 
ix, I). 
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also, for example Theophilus (ad Autol. ii, ro), 1 are so concerned 
with the doctrine of the Logos or Son that they either fail to dwell 
on the Holy Spirit, or sometimes ascribe to the Son functions 
usually falling to the Spirit. Justin Martyr speaks now of the 
Son and now of the Spirit as the inspiration of men of old, though 
elsewhere he distinguishes between the two Persons (A pot. i, 6, 13). 
Similarly, in Diognetus it is the Word by whom the Church is 
enriched (xi, 5) and the Word who speaks through those whom he 
chooses (xi, 7). 2 Radford finds in this doctrine of the Logos as 
being "still the dominant truth of Christian theology" an in­
dication of a second-century period. 

As we have seen, the Epistle proper does not propound the 
idea of an organized Christian society. In the Appendix, however, 
we detect a conception of the Church 3 as an institution aligned 
with the law, the prophets, the gospels, and the apostolic tradi­
tion (xi, 5-6). But even here the stress falls not on the ordered 
life of the Church but on its spiritual power mediated through the 
Son ' through whom the Church is enriched and grace is unfolded 
and multiplied among the saints '. Hence the exultant ' grace ' 
of the Church. If Diognetus does not ' grieve this grace ' he will 
understand what the Word wills to say through those whom he 
chooses. Divine revelation is thus continuous, and the authority 
of the faith is found in the written word and the living voice. 4 

In chapter xii the author avails himself of a current allegorical 
interpretation 5 which regards Paradise as representing the Church. 
The Church as the company of 'those who love Hirn rightly' is, 
as it were, a tree all-fruitful and flourishing. 

Apparently two grades of Christians are specified by the author 
of these chapters. He sounds the catechetical note and describes 
himself as both ' a disciple of apostles ' and ' a teacher of the 
heathen '. What he has received from apostolic tradition he 

1 " The Word, being God's Spirit, came down upon the prophets and spake 
by them." But Theophilus (op. cit. ii, 15) is also careful to distinguish the two 
Persons and was the first Christian writer to use the term Tpuis of the Godhead. 

• Again we note the didactic office of the Logos. He is primarily Revealer 
and Teacher (xi, 2-3, 8). Nothing is said of his cosmic creativeness, dominion 
over nature, or redemptive function (as in vii-ix). 

3 <KKATJa{a only in xi, 5-6. For a full survey of the term, see K. L. Schmidt 
in Kittel, Th. W. iii, 502 ff. In Diognetus the term has the ecumenical sense, the 
whole body of Christians. Cf. Phil. iii, 6; Col. i, 18, 24. 

• See Westcott, Introd. to the Study of the Gospels (ed. 1895), pp. 431 f. So also 
Cruttwell, op. cit. i, 286 : "the canon of the truth in all the apologists is the same, 
namely, the teaching of Christ and His apostles preserved in the written evangelical 
records and in the general tradition of the Church". 

• See Routh, Reliquiae Sacrae, i, 16 : certain early Christian writers and their 
followers "spiritualiter sunt contemplati de Christi ecclesia ea quae scripta sunt 
de paradiso ". 
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ministers to ' those who are becoming disciples of the truth •, 
i.e. cateclmmens (xi, r). He speaks of 'disciples' who, being 
acc011ntect marn{, receive divine revelation from the 'Nord 
(xi, 2). He probably has in view two classes here, the catechumens 
and the full disciples. The latter are also named ' saints ' (ciywt, 
xi, 4, 5). Here he adds the mystical note. The saints are not 
only taught by the Word (xi, 7; xii, 9), but are indwelt by him 
(xi, 4) and through him enriched by grace (xi, 5). 

\\'e observe the author's respect for the old dispensation and 
for tradition. Note the phrases ' the fear of the law' and ' the 
grace of the prophets' (xi, 6), the O.T. reminiscences (xii, r-3), 
the references to apostolic tradition (xi, r, 6) and the decrees of the 
Fathers (xi, 5). 1 

Three religious ideas are noticeable in this section. 
Grace. The term xa.pts- (xi, 5-7) is used in the Pauline sense, 

denoting the free favour of God springing from His good pleasure 
and wholly apart from human merit (Rom. ii, 5 al.). Such grace 
is ' multiplied ' (1r.\170uverat)-perhaps an echo of the Petrine 
epistolary greeting (r Pet. i, 2 ; 2 Pet. i, 2), though Paul dwells 
much on the same thought ; cf. 2 Cor. iv, 15 ('1rAEova.,w ... 
7TEpLaaEUw) and ix, 8 (1rEptaaEvw). That grace is' given ' (Swpovµ,ev17) 
is a note constantly struck by Paul (Rom. xii, 3, 6 ; r Cor. i, 4 ; 
Eph. iii, 8). The phrase 'the grace of the prophets' may reflect 
I Pet. i, ro, i.e. 'the coming grace proclaimed by the prophets', 
or the meaning may be ' grace which comes through the prophets '. 
r Clem. viii speaks of the prophets as " ministers of the grace of 
God ". For the ' grace of the Church ', see note on xi, 6. 

Faith. 1rtUTis- as used in the Epistle proper denotes belief in 
the divine revelation and is the basis of true knowledge. So also 
in xi, z 'knowledge of the mysteries of the Father' comes to the 
disciples who are m070{. But in the phrases ' the pledges of faith ', 
'the faith of the gospels' (xi, 5, 6), the term TTLans- becomes 
objective. See above, p. 40 and note ad lac. 

Knowledge. In i-x the concept of kno'Yledge as such finds 
little place. It is sufficient for the author to insist that the know­
ledge of God cannot be reached by man. It is given by God 
Himself through faith and begets fullness of joy (x, 3). In xi-xii, 
however, knowledge looms large. Faith is intimately conjoined 
with gnosis. In the fertile world of Christian life both the tree 
of knowledge and the tree of life are found. ' The tree of know­
ledge does not kill; but disobedience kills' (xii, 2). That is, 
gnosis has its due place in the religious life. On the other hand, 
its place is subordinate. God planted first in the Garden the 

1 See below, pp. 138 f. 
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tree of life, the path to which was indicated by the tree of know­
ledge. ' For there can be neither life without knowledge nor 
sound knowledge without true life. Wherefore each (tree) stands 
planted near the other ' (xii, 4). Hence the Apostle (Paul) 
blamed the gnosis which is divorced from the truth that leads to 
life (r Cor. viii, r). Dorner 1 finds " all through the twelfth 
chapter the pursuit of a middle path between Gnosticism and 
abstract piety ". The author of this Appendix (xi-xii) sets high 
value upon a true gnosis as an essential element in the Christian 
life. Christianity is the highest philosophy and is in accord with 
reason. Yet it is revealed to faith, apprehended only by men 
enlightened by God, and attested by life. 

7. LITERARY RELATIONSHIPS 

(a) Old Testament (LXX) 

iii, 4 : o yap ?Toi~aas- . . Jv auroZs-. See note on that passage 
under (b) N.T. 

vii, 6 : Ka/. -rls- aurov T~V 7Tapovatav V7TOU'T~U€TaL; Cf. Mal. iii, 2 : 
" ( 'A) ' f I , - , , , ..... TJ Kai ns- V7TOUTTJU€TaL €V TTJ 07TTaaiq. av-rov j 

x, 2 : ovs EK -rfjs- lotas- ELKovos- E?TAaaE. Derived from Gen. i, 26 f., 
with the variations of EK -rfjs- ELKovos- (for Ka-r' ELKova) and 
7TAaaaw (for ?Todw). The idea is very frequent. Cf. r 
Clem. xxxiii, 4 av0pw7TOV ... E7TAaa€V -rfjs- EaVTOV €LKOVOS" 

xapaK-rfjpa. See note on x, 2 (below). 

xi, S : o a~f.L€pov vtos- Aoyia0Ets-. Cf. Ps. ii, 7, and see note on 
xi, 5. 

xii, I: Ot yEvoµ,EVOL ?Tapa'fmaos--rpv<f>fjs-. Cf. Gen. iii, 23 f.,() 7Tapct0EtaO, 

-rfjs- -rpv<f>fj, (the Garden of Eden. Cf. Joel ii, 3). It is fre­
quently mentioned as a type of a fertile well-watered place 
(Gen. xiii, ro ; Ezek. xxxi, 8 f.). Our author allegorizes it 
to typify the ' fruitfulness ' of those who love God rightly. 
See note on xii, r. 

xii, 2-3 : Plainly reminiscent of Gen. ii, 9, as the underlined and 
numbered points in common will show: 

1 The Person of Christ, i, 260, n. 1. 
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Gen. ii, 8-9 
KO.l Ec/J IYTEV<J"€111 K vpios- o 0£ OS" 

1TapUSEtaov €V ES£µ KaTd. 

'1.1·a10AdS"' Kal £8ero EKEt T0v 
a.l'8pw7TOV, ov €7TA0.<1"€V. KO.l 

Efa.vhn,\€11 o 0Eos- En EK 'T'IJS" 

,,fjs- mii· t J,\ov wpa.fov £ls- opaaw 
' \ \ , Q .... ' ' KO.L KO.I\OV HS" ,-,pwaw Kat TO 

t vAov TTJS" ~wijs- 2 £V 1-dacp3 T<p 

7Ta.pa.oEiacp Ka.1- To fJ,\ov ToiJ 

')'VWG"TOV \ 
Kat 

7TOVTJpOV. 

Diognetus, xii, 2-8 

£V yap TOVT<p TqJ xwplcp fJ,\ov 

yvwaEws- 4 KO.l t° J,\ov ,wijs-2 

TT~c/JvTEVTat. l d,\:.v--;v TO TTJS" 
, 4 , ~ a.'\~ yvwaEws- ava.ipn, 1\1\ ., 

7TO.paKO~ 0.VatpEt. OV8! yap 

a<1"7Jµ,a Ta yEypa.µµ..eva, ws- 0Eos­

aTT' apxifs- (J,\ov yvwaEws-4 KO.l 

(J,\ov ,wijs-2 ~ µ,lacp3 1Ta.pa.8Eiaov 

£<pVT€V<J"€, 8,a yvwaEWS" ,w~v 

lm8nKvvs-. 

With E(avln,,\€11 (Gen. ii, 9) cf. d.vaTElAavns- (D. xii, 1), and with 
1Ta.paonaov Ell EoEµ, (Gen. ii, 8) cf. 1Tapa8naos- Tpvcpfjs- (D. xii, 1). 

There is no direct citation from the Greek O.T. and no intro­
ductory formulae. In two instances (iii, 4 ; vii, 6) the verbal 
correspondence is close. In the latter passage the author has the 
common 7Ta.povata. instead of the late and in the sense of ' ap­
pearance ' less familiar o1i7aata. 1 He simplifies and shortens the 
TO fv,\ov TOV d0€11aL ')'VWG"TOV KaAov Kat 7TOVTJPOV of Gen. ii, 9 into 
fJ,\ov yvwaEws- and inverts the order ' tree of life ' ... ' tree of 
knowledge'. These scanty data suggest that the author is 
drawing loosely and paraphrastically upon O.T. passages, giving 
echoes of LXX language with a more or less free application of 
ideas. In particular the Genesis story of the Garden is allegorically 
interpreted by the writer of the appended chapters and adapted 
to the purpose of his homily (xii). No reminiscence of the Apo­
crypha appears, unless TOV OOKOVVTO<; Ev0ao£ 0av,frov (x, 7, see note) 
recalls Wisd. iii, 2. 

(b) New Testament 

li, 1: Ka0cfpas- a£aVTov KTA. A probable reminiscence of Eph. 
iv, 22-4. See note. 

lll, 4 : () yap 7TOt71aa<; . . . £V aVTOLS". Cf. Exod. XX, II ; Ps. cxlv, 
6 ; Acts xiv, 15. But Diognetus iii, 4 (see note ad loc.) 
differs from all three passages in omitting (Ka.1-) T~v 0&.,\aaaav 

1 The possibility lies open that this form of the prophetic text may be drawn 
from early Christian testimonia. The passage was familiar in Messianic prc,­
phecy. The first part (Mai. iii, 1) is cited in Matt. xi. 10, Lk. vii, 27, and Mark 
i, 2, and applied to John the Baptist. See J. Rendel Harris and V. Burch, 
Testimonies, Pt. II, pp. 64 f.; Sanday and Headlam, Romans, p. 282. 
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(omitted also in the B text of Exod. xx, rr). Probably the 
immediate source of iii, 4 is Acts xiv, IS, since in both con­
texts God's creative activity is associated with His beneficence, 
'which provides us all with what we need' (cf. Acts xiv, I7). 

iv, 4 : there is some correspondence here with Rom. xi, 28. See 
note on iv, 4. 

v, 8 : €JI aapKi ... Ka-ra. ad.pKa. Cf. 2 Cor. x, 3 and the -rov 

Ka-ra ad.pKa '1)JI of Rom. viii, I2 f. 
v, 9 : a reminiscence of Phil. iii, 20. 

v, I2 f. : cf. 2 Cor. vi, 9-ro and see note on v, I2-I3 for similarities 
and differences. 

V, I5 : cf. I Cor. iv, I2 Aoioopovµ.€JIOt €t1Aoyouµ.€J1. For the con­
trasted terms see I Peter iii, 9. 

v, I6: perhaps an echo of 2 Cor. vi, ro. But the notion of 're­
joicing ' in tribulation is common. See note on v, I6 . 

. vi, 3 Jolm xvii 
'X ' , , , .... ' , ' , ... , , , ( ) Kai pianaJ1oi €V Koaµ.cp oiKovaw Kai av-roi €V -rep Koaµ.cp Haiv II . 

OUK €lai 0€ €K TOV Koaµ.ov. OUK daiv €K TOV Koaµ.ov (14) 
(cf. verse I6 and Jolm xv, I9). 

vi, 5 : may reflect Gal. v, IJ. But again the notion is common in 
both Christian and pagan thought. See on vi, 5. For the 
hatred of Christians by the world, cf. Jolm xv, I8-I9, xvii, I4. 
Diognetus supplies a reason for the hatred of the soul by the 
flesh and of Christians by the world respectively, the latter 
reason being more pointed than the general statement of 
John xv, I9; xvii, I4. In the latter passages Christians 
are hated because they ' are not of the world ' ; in Diognetus 
because they resist the world's pleasures. 

vi, 6 : an echo of Matt. v, 44 (Luke vi, 27). 
vi, 8 : may possibly reflect I Cor. xv, 53 f. 
vii, I : olKoJ10µ.{aJ1 µ.va-rriplwJ1 7T€7Tla-r€vv-rai. Cf. I Cor. ix, IJ, 

, ' ' o iKoJ10µ.iaJ1 7T€7TtaT€Vµ.ai. 

vii, 4 : €JI lmHK€lq. Kai 7rpaVT7Jn. . A possible reminiscence of 2 Cor. 
x, r. But the combination is a familiar one. See note on vii, 
4. 

vii, 4-5 : w, ad,,wv . . . ou KplvwJ1. This antithesis in relation to 
the purpose of the Son may be a Johannine echo (John iii, 
IJ ; xii, 47). 

viii, 8 : Kat µ.0J10, ci.ya06, la-riJ1. A reminiscence of Mark x, IS 

( = Matt. xix, IJ ; Luke xviii, I9). 
viii, ro-rr : see note ad loc. 
IX, I : -rip TOT€ T1), ci.oiKla, Katp(j> ... TOV vvv T1), tlLKaWUVV1],. 

See note ad loc. for N.T. references (Rom. iii, 21-G al.). 
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ix, I : dovvaTOV ... 0£ov. Cf. John iii, 5 : ov 8vvaTat £ia£>.0£iv 
£ls T~I' f3amA.£{av Tov Ornv, and also Mark x, 27. 

IX, 2 : ,}'),,,0£ 8E . . . 0£ov. Cf. Titus iii, 4-5, and see note on 
ix, 2. 

IX, 2: d1rl80To AvTpov V1TEp ~µ.,wv. See note ad loc. for N.T. 
references. 

ix, 2 : Tov o{Kaiov v1rEp Twv d8{Kwv. A reminiscence of 1 Peter iii, 
18. 

ix, 3 : for the ' covering ' of sins see note ad loc. 
ix, 6 : 1r£p/. ... µ.,£piµ.,viiv. A probable gloss drawn from Matt. 

vi, 25, 28, 31. 
x, 2 : o yap 0£os . . . T}ya1r71a£. A free recollection of John 

iii, 16. 
x, 2 : 1rpos ous ... µ.,ovoy£Vfj. Cf. the close parallel in 1 John 

iv, 9. 
x, 2 : ors ... aVTov. A possible borrowing froni Jas. ii, 5. 
x, 3: for the notion of being 'filled with joy', cf. 1 John i, 4; 

2 John 12. 

x, 3 : 71 1rws ... a£; from 1 John iv, 19 (cf. verses ro, rr). See 
p. 133. 

x, 6 : d.\A' oO'Tts ... {3apos. A possible reflection of Gal. vi, 2. 
But see on x, 6. 

X, 7 : OTL . . . 1TDALT£V£Tat. Cf. Eph. vi, 9. With µ.,vaT~pta 0£ov 
AaA£iv, cf. l Cor. xiv, 2 ; ii, 1-7. 

xi, 2 : . ols erpa.vlpwaw o Aoyos <f,a.v£{s. The language has a J ohannine 
nng. 

xi, 3 : Sia . . . emO'T£v071. Perhaps reminiscent of 1 Tim. iii, 16. 

See note. 
xi, 4 : ov-ros O d1r' a.pxfis. Cf. l John i,. l : 0 ~v a,17' apxfjs (cf. ii, 

13, 14). 
xu, 5 : ~ yvwais ... olKoooµ.,£'i. The only citation (from I Cor. 

viii, 1). 
Xll, 6 : e1r' e.\1rtSt. A Pauline phrase (Rom. iv, 18 ; v, z ; viii, 

zo; 1 Cor. ix, ro). 
xii, 9: Sl ov ... oo[a~£TO.L. Cf: John xiii, 31 ; xiv, 13. 

The influence of the phraseology of the New Testament per­
vades the Epistle. Some references are more explicit than others. 
Both earlier and later apologists made little direct use of Scripture. 1 

In this the Epistle to Diognetus is true to type. It gives but one 
precise citation (xii, 5), the passage (1 Cor. viii, r) being ascribed 

1 This is true in the main of the Apostolic Fathers also, though their language 
is throughout influenced by the apostolic diction. The early apologists had little 
need of recourse to Scripture, since their Gentile readers would attach no authority 
to the sacred books. 
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to ' the Apostle '. 1 But we hear abundant echoes, especially of 
the Pauline writings. 2 Words and phrases from the Corinthian 
letters in particular 3 are interwoven into the Epistle. There is 
a not inconsiderable debt to the Fourth Gospel and I John. 4 The 
Synoptic Gospels are less directly in evidence. Further points of 
kinship with the Pastorals and with James and I Peter serve to 
show that the author is familiar with most of the N.T. books (1 
and z Thess., Philemon, Hebrews, z Peter, 3 John, Jude, and 
Revelation seem not· to be represented). But he gives no in­
dication that in his view any special sanctity or authority attached 
to these writings. Indeed his free handling of them along with 
the absence of the name of any sacred writer suggests that the 
idea of a New Testament Canon was as yet dimly, if at all, con­
ceived.5 For the writer of the appended chapters (xi-xii), how­
ever, the Old Testament and the New form the authoritative 
Scriptures. Not only is the fear of the law sung and the grace of 
the prophets known, but the faith of the gospels is ' established ', 
and the tradition of the apostles ' guarded ' (xi, 6). 6 Here a 

1 Similarly, Polycarp, ad Phil., whilst drawing freely on the apostolic books, 
only once, following a quotation, mentions the sacred writer by name (' sicut 
Paulus docet' xi, 2). Cf. Ps.-Clem., Epistles concerning Virginity (i, 12), where 
the citation of 2 Car. xi. 29 is introduced by the words" as the apostle hath said". 
Clem. of Alex. has now the title and now the personal name. Cf. Protrept. V, 
p. 50, IO (Sta.hlin) where a citation of Gal. iv, 9 is introduced by -J <f,71a,v o cirroa-ro,\o~. 
In IX, p. 64, 19, he quotes 1 Tim. iv, 8, Ka-r«i -rov Ilav,\ov. 

2 Ewald (Hist. of Israel, viii, 174) says of the author of the Epistle: "in him 
there seemed to be no other than Paul himself come back to life to speak to this 
age". For Pauline words in the Epistle seep. 10. 

3 The Corinthian letters figure plentifully in the N.T. citations made in general 
by early Christian writers of the second century. See The New Testament in 
the Apostolic Fathers (1905), p. 137. 

• The degree of actual literary dependence is not clear. J. N. Sanders, The 
Fourth Gospel in the Early Church (1943), p. 19, finds that chs. i-x point to a type 
of theology akin to that of the Fourth Gospel and 1 John. As regards chs. 
xi-xii he thinks that "the similarity in underlying doctrine and the use of the 
personal Logos" may suggest that these two chapters and the Fourth Gospel 
were both written in the same Church. Neither in the Epistle proper nor in the 
two appended chapters does he find any certain literary dependence on the 
Johannine writings. Be that as it may, the kinship with the Fourth Gospel is 
too marked to warrant the view of the author of Supernatural Religion, ii, 357 f., 
that the resemblance " is merely superficial and accidental ". 

5 This feature is, as far as it goes, consistent with the probable date of the 
Epistle (c. A.D. 150). "No witness of this period (the middle of the second 
century) knows any collection of New Testament writings, even a provisional 
and incomplete one " (Reuss, Hist. of the Sacred Scriptures of the New Testam,:11!, 
E.T. (E. L. Houghton, 1884), p. 299). But Marcion's trnncated canon (c. A.D. 

140) and the growth of Gnostic heresy were soon to accelerate, by way of reaction, 
a process of canonisation. 

o See note ad loc. Jacquier, Le Nouveau Testament dans l'Eglise Chretienne, 
I, r31, cites this passage as proof that at the time it was written " les evangiles 
et ·1es ecrits apostoliques etaient reunis en collection. Nous avons ici Jes memes 
titres, que nous retrouverons dans les ecrits subs6quents : TO rVayy€A,ov et 0 
drroa-ro,\os, qui designaient Jes deux collections des ecrits neotestamentaires ". 
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fixed orthodoxy or canon of truth seems to be in view. At the 
same time the author recognizes the inspiration of the living Word 
along ,\ith that of the written Scriptures (xi, 7-8). He uses the 
phrase Ta yEypaµµha (xii, 3) to denote. an O.T. passage (Gen. 
ii, 8-9), 1 but names no book of Scripture. 

As the element of actual citation is negligible, it is not possible 
to draw any inference concerning the character of the N.T. text 
implied. We may, however, notice that x, 3 (~ 1rws d.ya1T7)aHs 
Tov oVTws 1rpoaya7T7Juavra aE), which is apparently a free recollection 
of r John iv, r9, perhaps reflects the influence of the reading 
preserved in N 33 al. (~µE'is a.ya1rwµEv Tov 0E6v) or in some codices 
(av.6v), as against that which is read by AB al. (~µ,E'is d.ya1rwµ,Ev). 

(c) The Apologists 

Even a cursory reading of the early Christian apologies shows 
that they have much in common in bot.h matter and form. The 
general likeness is so marked that it is easy to posit direct borrow.­
ing of one apologist from another. Close verbal correspondence 
is therefore needed as proof of such dependence. 

(r) The Preaching of Peter (c. A.D. roo-30) 2 

This early writing is lrnown from quotations made by Clement 
of Alexandria, Stromateis, i, 29, r82 ; vi, 5, 39 ff., etc. It marks 
the transition from early Christian literature to the apologetic 
writings, and appears to have wielded much influence upon second­
century Christian writings. 3 A comparison of Diognetus with 
the fragments of the Preaching reveals close similarity. J. 
Armitage Robinson 4 marshals evidence to show that the Preach­
ing lies behind both the Apology of Aristides and our Epistle. 
By inference from parallels between these two documents he 
records eleven points which presumably appeared in the Preaching. 
But it may be noticed that some of these points are held in com­
mon with other Christian writers of the period and apparently 
reflect conventional religious thought and terminology, e.g. 
1ravr0Kpa.Twp and a.6paTo, as epithets of the Deity, the ideas that 
the world was made for the sake of man and that God has no 

1 So also Clem. (1 Cor. xiii, r) writes 1ro,~awµ,•v TO y•ypaµ,µ,lvov, followed by an 
O.T. passage introduced by Myu yap 'TO 1TV<iiµ,a 'TO ay,ov. 

"See Texts and Studies, I, i, pp. 86 ff.; Texle und Untersuch. XI; Preuschen, 
Antilegomena, pp. 88-91, 192-5; M. R. James, The Apocryphal New Testament, 
pp. JC, ff. 

a See J. N. Reagan, The Preaching of Peter: the beginning of Christian Apolo­
getic (Chicago, 1923). 

' Texts and Studies, I, i, pp. 97 f. 
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need of sacrifices, etc. Similarly, the notions of creation by the 
Word and of Christians as a new or third ylvo<; have older and 
wider currency. Moreover, there are some minor differences 
between the Preaching of Peter and the Epistle to Diognetus. 
The Preaching is impressed by the ignorance (ayvoia) 1 of the 
idolaters, " not knowing God as we do, according to the perfect 
knowledge " (cf. Diognetus, x, 1). The Epistle dwells rather on 
their utter irrationality (acf,poavvri), 2 The offering of animal and 
edible sacrifices, pagan oblations which deny God's existence 
(Preaching), finds no mention in Diognetus. The description of 
Jewish worship differs in one material point, in that the Preaching 
ascribes to the Jews the worship of angels and archangels. 

(2) The Apology of Aristides (c. A.D. 140)3 

Doulcet 4 and Kihn 5 advocated the view that the Apology of 
Aristides and the Epistle to Diognetus came from the same hand. 
J. Armitage Robinson,6 whilst not affirming common authorship, 
has shown that the Apology has points in common with Diognetus. 
To the specific similarities he gives we may add others of a more 
general kind. Both writings set forth the faith as eminently 
reasonable and as the source of moral power, and are marked by 
freshness and simplicity, especially in the pictures of the life of 
the Christians. In both, the polemic against heathen idolatry is 
conventional and superficial 7 and no element of revelation is 
credited to the Jewish religion. Both ignore the Old Testament 
as far as actual citation is concerned, and neither uses the argu­
ment from prophecy. Some ideas reflected in both documents are 
shared by early apologetics in general, e.g., that God is above all 
personal need (Apol. i, xiii Syr. ; Diog. iii, 4; Clem. Recogn. v, 
15 f.). But some verbal similarities with the Greek version 
suggest at least acquaintance of our author with the Apology: 

1 So also the Apol. of Aristides stresses this aspect : the Greeks erred " as 
men who are destitute of knowledge", and former sins were wrought in ignorance 
(xvii Syr.). 

2 But cf. viii, 1 : ' what man had any knowledge at all of what God is, before 
he came?' 

• See Texts and Studies, I, i (Harris and Robinson). 1891 ; Texte und 
Untersuch. IV, Heft 3 (E. Hennecke), 1893, IX, Heft 1 (Raabe}, 18g2; J. 
Geffcken, Zwei griech. Apologeten, 1-96 (1907). 

• Revue des Quest. Histor. xxviii (1880). 601-12. 
"Der Ursprung usw., pp. 95-154. 
0 Texts and Studies, I, i, pp. 95 ff. Molland (pp. 295 ff.) gives a recent an<l 

careful examination of the relationship between the two documents. 
'Aristides, however, deals with the matter more fully than the Epistle. 

which impatiently dismisses heathen worship with the remark: ' I think it 
needless to say more' (ii, 10). 
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A.pot. 

Xlll: 

Ei'8w>.a. 

Epithets of the Deity: 
doparns- (iv, xiv), 
7Tal70Kpa,wp (XiV), 

Diog. 

dvaia077ra ii, 4 : OU KWcpa miVTa 

dva{a071ra ; 

•• f , 

Vil, 2 : o 7TaVToKparwp 

doparos- 0EoS-, 

' OVK 

K7"la7T/S" KaL S71µ,t0vpyos-
(l 7T(J.JJTWV (xv)' 

and -rEx,,i,77s- (iv). 

TWV vii, 2 (cf. viii, 7) : o TEX,,LTTJS- Ka~ 

8711-uovpyos- TWV o>.wv. 

\\'e may notice also the occurrence of such terms as the 
follO\\;ng : µ,opcpwµ,a and €KTV7TWfLa (Apol. iii). Cf. fLETafLopcpow 

and £KTV7Tow (Diog. ii, 3) ; 11poa8loµ,ai (A.pal. x ; Diog. iii, 4) ; 
EZs- XPT/O'LJJ (dv0pC:mwv} (Apol. iv, v, vii ; Diog. ii, 2 ; iv, 2) ; 
oZKoJJoµ,ia (Apol. xv, bis ; Diog. iv, 5) of the divine 'dispensation ' ; 
-;;-paE'is- Kat lmELKE'is- (of Christians, A.pal. xv) ; iv lmELKEL~ Ka~ 

-;;-paVTTJTt (of the Son, Diog. vii, 4). 
It is true that most of these terms are part of the stock-in­

trade of Jewish and Christian writers in general. But when, as is 
the case in our two documents, they occur in similar contexts we 
may reasonably presume actual contact. 

At the same time there are noticeable differences between 
the Apology and the Epistle. This may be seen in the respective 
attitudes towards the Jewish religion. Aristides's almost friendly 
tone (see xiv) is in sharp contrast to Diognetus's severity and 
contempt. Diognetus lrnows nothing of the adoration of angels, 
which Aristides (and the Preaching of Peter) attributes to the 
Jews. Conversely the idea of creation by the Word, found in our 
Epistle and the Preaching, is lacking in Aristides. Aristides (xv) 
sets forth the Christian way of life as issuing from Christian belief 
and finding its incentive in the hope of future reward : " they 
lrnow and believe in God, the Maker of heaven and earth, in 
whom are all things and from whom are all things : He who has 
no other god as His fellow: from whom they have received those 
commandments which they have engraved on their minds, which 
they keep in the hope and expectation of the world to come; 
so that on this account they do not commit adultery", etc. 
(xv Syr. ; · Harris's translation). Diognetus inverts the order, 
picturing first the life of the Christians and then passing to their 
doctrinal belief. It does not suggest the hope of future bliss as 
a motive for morality, though Christians ' await the incorrupti­
bility which is in heaven' (vi, 8). More significant perhaps is 
the view of the quest of God presented by each writer. In the 
Apol. (xv, xvi, Syr.) Christians "have found the truth" "by 
going about and seeking ". Diognetus gives man little or no part 
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in the discovery. It was God who 'established among men and 
fixed firmly in their hearts the truth and the holy and incom­
prehensible word ' (vii, 2). Whilst commending Diognetus's 
zeal to understand the religion of the Christians (i), he insists that 
the knowledge of God lies beyond man's unaided power (v, 3 ; 
vii, 1). 1 God has manifested Himself through faith, 'by which 
alone it is given to see God ' (viii, 6). 

The data undoubtedly attest some contact of the Epistle with 
the Apology. 2 But the parallels are not sufficiently close to 
posit direct borrowing or a common authorship. Puech 3 indeed 
thinks that, if Diognetus and the Apology have certain ideas in 
common, the former has made a quite different use of them, and 
he credits the author of the Epistle with a far higher degree of 
literary skill. 4 We can hardly go farther than Pfleiderer's verdict 5 

of "the acquaintance of the author of the Epistle to Diognetus 
with the earlier Apology of Aristides ". 

(3) Justin Martyr 

It is convenient to summarize here the grounds on which the 
presumed authorship by Justin is inadmissible. As stated above, 6 

Cod. Argent. ix contained our Epistle among a number of treatises 
ascribed to Justin Martyr. Tillemont (1691) was the first to 
suspect the Justinian authorship, which came to be rejected by 
many older scholars (Grossheim, Semisch, Hefele, and others) 
and practically all modem writers. Otto himself in the third 
edition of his Corpus Apologetarum gave up his former advocacy of 
Justin's authorship. Even a cursory review confirms that judge­
ment. Justin shows himself more charitable towards both pagan 
and Jewish religion ; Diognetus rejects both outright as dcppoavvTJ 
and µ,wpla. Justin 7 names Socrates, Heraclitus, Abraham, and 
others as ' Christians ', being men who lived fLETa ,\6yov. ' What 
man', says our author, 'had any knowledge at all of what God 
is, before he (the Son) came? ' (viii, I. Cf. 2-5). See above, 
p. 21. The Epistle seems to deny reality to the Greek gods, 
whereas Justin invests them with demoniacal powers. Diognetus 
dubs Judaism as 'superstition' but one remove from Greek 
idolatry, and pours ridicule on Jewish religious scruples. Justin, 
on the other hand, recognizes the divine origin of the Mosaic 

1 See note on iv, 6 (sub fin.). 
2 Molland discusses the various possibilities raised by this relationship. 
• Les apol. grecs, p. 25r. See also his Histoire, ii, p. 218. 
• See also Geffcken, Zwei griech. Apologeten, pp. xii f., Molland, p. 298. 
6 Primitive Christianity, iv, p. 482 (E.T., 1911). 6 Seep. 5. 
'Apol. i, 46. Man has a partial knowledge of God through "the seed of the 

Word" sown in all men (Apol. ii, 13. Cf. 10). 
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ordinances as a preparation for the Gospel (Dial. 40-3). Diogneius 
makes little use of the O.T. ; 1 Justin cites the LXX abundantly, 
and finds in the argument from prophecy strong proof of the truth 
of the faith. 2 There is a marked difference in the theology of 
redemption. Both writers offer a reason for the delay in carrying 
out the divine plan. It was in order to demonstrate man's moral 
helplessness and need of a Saviour. So Diogneius. But Justin's 
view is that God, having given man the power of choice, had 
reinforced him by the partial indwelling of the Logos. So that 
God did not even seem to neglect man as Diognetus (viii, ro) 
hints. Justin shows but little Pauline influence; the Epistle is 
rich in Pauline echoes. Our author works out his theme in orderly 
fashion ; Justin's writing lacks logical arrangement, is often 
discursive and marked by frequent parentheses. The language 
of Justin is mainly on the level of the common dialect, and is 
sometimes careless and irregular. Diognetus, on the other hand, 
approaches classical standards in both vocabulary and style. 
There are naturally coincidences of thought between the two 
writers. 3 But these are shared for the most part with other 
apologists of the early and later periods. 

(4) Clement of.Alexandria 

Harnack 4 suggests that there is a literary connexion between 
the Epistle to Diognet11s and the Protrepticus of Clement. Geffcken5 

points out that both writers share the same Hellenistic-Christian 
mode of thought and show similar features in rhetorical style,8 

rhythmical ending of sentences, and metrical periods. The 
results of a comparison of the two documents are mostly given 
in the Notes, but may for convenience be assembled here. 
References in the second column are to chapters of the Protrepticus 
with the page and line of Stahlin's edition. 

Diog. Protrept. 

ii, r : Ka0apac; aeaVTOII 

au11~0na11 a.1TOUKEUaUafLEIIO<;. 

1 See pp. 53 f. 

i, IO, 8 ff. : au Se El 7T00Et<; l8Etll 

we; ci.>.:TJ0wc; 'TOIi 0Eoll, Ka0apatwv 

fLE'TaAaµ,/3a11E 0Eo7TpE7TWII. 

2 An argument, ijn£p fL£ylcrr,,, Kai &.>.,,,e£crrO.TTJ &.no8£t[,s (Apol. i, 30. Cf. i, 53). 
• To take a minor point only: the apologists comment on the folly of appoint-

ing men as the guardians of the gods against theft. Cf. Just. Mart., Apol. i, 9 ; 
Diognetus ii, 2. 

' Gesch. de>' altchrist. Lit. I, p. 758; II, i, p. 514. 
'· DeY Brief an Diognetos, p. v. Also Zeitschrift fur Kirchengeschichte, xliii, 

K.F. vi, 348 ff. 
• e.g. the exclamatory w c. genit. (D. ix, 2) frequently appears in Clem. i\lex. 

To the reference given (p. 63) add Protrept. ii, 17, II f.; ix, 63, 2. 
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. avv~Ona, probably meaning ' custom ' of idolatry (see note). 
1s frequent in that sense in the Protrept. (iv, 35, 13; x, 72, z al.). 

ii, 4 : OUK avalaOYJTa ; 

ii, 8 : a'tµ,an Kat Kv{aat,. 

ii, 8 : ar, 8e 00K€tT€ nµ,aZ, 

1Tpoa<pEpHv. -

ii, 7 : OU 7TOAV µ,a>.>..ov avrov, 

XAEva{t:T€ Kat vf3p{{€T€. 

iv, 39, 19 ff. : a>.>.a yap avaiaO-frrcp 

)..{Ocp Kat !vAcp Kat xpva{cp 

7TAova£cp ou8' OTlOUV fLEAH, OU 

Kvla7J,, oux aiµ,aTo,, ou Ka1TVoiJ, 
1" ~ , ' ,I..' o/ v,/ Tlfl,Wf1,€110l Kat TV'f-'OfL€VOl 

€KfL€AalvovTal. dU' ou8e 
TlfLTJ> OUX v{1p€W,. 

For the idea of the worshipper 'mocking' the gods (x.\rna{w, 

D. ii, 7) cf. Protrept. ii, 29, 13 (1Ta£{w). 

ii, S : TovTot, 1TpoaKVVELTE, TEAEov iv, 48, 3 f. : 07TWS 0€ avrot fL~ 

8' avroZ, J!oµ,owiJa0€. OfLOlOl 8i' avata0,,,a{av TOLS 

viii, 4 : d)..)..d, Taiha µ,ev TEpaTELa 

Kat 1TAa1171 TWII yo-frrwv €UTLJI. 
viii, 6 : Ota 7r{a-r€w,, V fLOV[J 0€011 

lSEZv avyKEXWPYJTat. 

ix, 2 : w TTJS V1T€pf3a>..\ova7J, 
<ptAav8pw1T{a,. 

av8piiiaw U7TOT€AW0TJT€, OU 

<ppoVTL{ETE. 

ii, 12, J8 f. : TO. opyta ... UT.UT7)S 

Kat TEpaTELa, eµ,n>.rn. 
i, IO, IS : at TOV Aoyov 'TTVAat, 

nla-rEw, avoiyvuµ,€1/at KAn8[. 

ix, 62, II : W TTJS IJ1T€p{3aAAova7J, 

<ptAav8pw1T[a,. 

It must again be observed that some of the terms in the ac­
counts of idolatry are common to most Greek writers on that 
theme. Similarly, some of the figures which Geffcken names to 
prove connexion between the two documents are familiar literary 
devices, e.g. paronomasia, 1 the exclamatory w with the genit., 
and a series of rhetorical questions. 2 The idea of the worshipper 
becoming like the idol is also commonplace in polemics against 
idolatry (see note on ii, 5). The evidence is not sufficient to 
warrant the view that Diognetus is dependent on the Protrepticus, 
or that its author " shines only as a satellite of the star of 
Clement ". 3 We can hardly affirm more than a general resem­
blance between the Epistle and the Protrepticus due to the fact 
that both writings move in the same orbit of thought and deal in 
part with the same themes. The same observation may be made 
of the suggested parallels between Diognetus and Tertullian's 

1 Kotv~v ... KO<T71v, v, 7. Cf. Protrept. x, 68, 9, ci.vov+-ovs Ka< civo+-ovs 

Tpvq,a.s and other examples. See above, p. 13, n. 4. 
• Diognetus, ii, 2 ff.; Protrept. ii, 13, 13. 
3 Zeitschrift fur J{irchengeschichte, xliii, N.F. vi, p. 350. In our view (sec 

pp. 18 f.) Diognetus probably antedates the Protrepticus (c. A.D. 190) by some 
thirty years. 
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Apology, 1 which are remarked in the Notes (pp. 92 ff.). For 
possible literary indebtedness to Irenaeus see note on vii, 4 
(w, TTEt0wv ... T<p 0£0), 2 and for wider literary affinities see on 
,·i, 7 ; ,·iii, 5-8. The possible relationship of Diognetus xi-xii 
to Hippolytus and Melito is discussed below (pp. 66 ff.). 

8. INTEGRITY 

Two questions fall to be discussed ; (r) the relation of chs. i-x 
to xi-xii ; (2) the authorship and origin of chs. xi-xii. 

(r) The relatt"on of chs. i-x to xi-xii 

Cod. Argent. ix shows a lacuna at the close of eh. x. (after 
JmyvctJ,), ·with a marginal note: "and here the copy had a break ". 3 

Stephanus first noted the incongruity of the last two chapters with 
the preceding ten, and nearly all later writers agree that xi-xii 
are a fragment of a work by a later author or editor. 4 Some 
editors indeed print only chs. i-x.5 The case for the separation 
of xi-xii from the Epistle proper rests on: 

(a) General considerations, chiefly of content and teaching. The 
plan outlined in eh. i is completed in the main in the following 
nine chapters, and xi-xii appear to be extraneous to the original 
scheme. In eh. i the author states that he is moved to write his 
Epistle by Diognetus's zeal to learn; according to xi, 8 he writes 
by command of the Word and under stress to share what has been 
revealed. In xi-xii there is no suggestion of an earnest seeker 
whose inquiries are answered. On the contrary, these chapters 
deal v.ith the blessings of true teaching and of friendship with the 
\\'ord,6 as embodied in the Church, and they have in view' those 
who are becoming disciples of the truth' (xi, r), i.e. presumably 
catechumens in course of instruction. These differences, it is 

1 Set forth by Lipsius (in Liter. Centralblatt, 1873, no. 40). See also Driiseke 
in J ahrb. fur protest. Theol., 1881, 475 ff. 

2 Molland (p. 294) says : " Merkwiirdig bleibt doch die identische Formulierung. 
Indessen geniigen kaum diese Worte als Grundlage fiir eine literarkritische 
H ypothese ". 

2 Kai W8E €yKo'1TT}v £lXf -rO &.vrlypa</,ov. 
• Dorner (Person of Christ, I, i, 376) is a notable exception. These chapters 

/xi-xi.i), he says, "seem to me to exhibit the same compass of thought and 
Christian colouring as the rest, and first to bring the epistle to an appropriate 
conclusion ". See also Kihn (Der Ur~prung, p. 48). Birks in Diet. of Christian 
Biography (19rr), p. 258. 

"e.g. \\"ilamowitz-Moellendor:ff, Geffcken, Blakeney. Others detach and edit 
chs. xi-xii. So Credner in Geschichte desneutestamentlichen Kanan (ed. G. Volkmar), 
pp. 59-66 (r86o). 

• For different aspects (in xi-xii compared with vii-x) of the Word or Son, 
see above, p. 50. 
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true, are not irreconcilable with the view that the same author 
is addressing Diognetus, who, convinced by the case set forth in 
i-x, may now be regarded as typical of the class of nascent dis­
ciples. But there are more serious d~vergences. There is a mar keel 
difference in the attitude towards the Jewish dispensation. In 
the Epistle proper the Mosaic ordinances (Sabbath, circumcision, 
fasts) are ridiculed and rejected (eh. iv), and prophecy is ignored, 
whereas in xi, 6 the law and the prophets are equated with the 
gospels and apostolic tradition as sources of enrichment for the 
Church. The primacy assigned to faith (viii, 6) 1 cedes to that of 
knowledge (xii, 3-7). Though i-x show abundant reminiscences 
of the New Testament, 2 there is no express citation; xii, 5 has an 
exact quotation of I Cor. viii, I ascribed to 'the Apostle'. The 
traces of allegorical interpretation (of the Garden of Eden story) 
in eh. xii are entirely lacking in i-x. The two appended chapters 
give the impression that they are a portion of a homily 3 with 
vestiges of metrical form. 4 

(b) Differences in vocabulary and style. In estimating vocabular 
differences it is necessary to bear in mind the relative extent of 
the two sections (i-x, xi-xii), their different subject-matter, and 
the possible variation of mood in the author. But, with such 
allowances made, the following features are not without sig­
nificance. Particles, plentiful and varied in i-x, are rather 
limited in xi-xii. ov81, yap, d,\.\a, -rE (only once, xii, 5), 81 and 
Ka{ (passim) occur. But there are no instances of -rE Ka£, yE, 8~, 
a.v. ws, especially frequent in i-x, appears only once (xii, 3) 
and that in a different sense (= o:n). f-LEV ... 81, abundant in 
i-x, are entirely absent from xi-xii. In prepositions, conjunctions, 
etc., xi-xii show a.vw, 8i6, Elm, f-LETa (all absent from i-x) ; Jg 
apxi)S' (ii, r; viii, II), but a.7T' apxfjs (xi, 4; xii, 3 bis). Some words 
and phrases are alien from the general tenor of i-x: c:b,\6w, 
yvwais,. EfEt7TElV, avyXPw-rt,w, aVVETL,W, a.1TOaTOAWV ')'EVOf-LEVOS' 
µ,a0T)T7JS', 8i8aaKaAos J0vwv, d,\TJ0E{as µ,a0T/-ra{, ,\6y<p 1Tpoa<pi,\~s, * 
o, a.yioi, o, ma-rot, opKia * 1TLaTEWS', opia 1Ta-rlpwv, EvayyEALWV TrLaT:s, 

a.1Toa-r6,\wv 1Tapa8oais, EKKAT)a£as xapis, o a.1ToaTOAOS' (= St. Paul), 
TO Kvptov 1Taaxa, KT)pot. 

The argument from silence is precarious ; but the absence of 

1 See above, p. 40. Note the objective sense of rrlUTtS in the usage of the 
later wliter. 

2 See pp. 54 ff. 
3 An Easter homily (Otto), an Epiphany homily (Lake). 
• For analogies in the New Testament and other early literature to the fusion 

of two distinct documents, see P. N. Harrison, Polycarp's Two Epistles to the 
Philippians, pp. 20-4. 

* Conj. 

5 
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some favourite words of the author of i-x, e.g. iSios-, >ioi1r&s-, 
8rnai{3na, may be noted. 

An estimate of style is largely subjective. But the total 
impression made by xi-xii is that these chapters derive from a 
,niter other than the author of i-x. The following features 
common in i-x are lacking in xi-xii : av c. potential optative, the 
rhetorical question, the use of synonyms, resumptive o&os-, 
the habit of reiterating a key word or construction. The high 
proportion of anarthrous nouns in xi-xii has no parallel in i-x. 

(2) The authorship and origin of chs. xi-xii 

Bunsen was the first to assign the authorship of these chapters 
to Hippolytus, and in 1852 1 he claimed that they formed the con­
cluding passage of Hippolytus's Refutation of all Heresies or the 
Philosophumena. Driiseke 2 and Di Pauli 3 supported this view. 
G. N. Bonwetsch 4 agreed on the Hippolytean authorship, but 
did not assign the fragment to a particular treatise. Ewald 5 

suggested that xi-xii form the end of a different book written some 
twenty or thirty years later than chs. i-x, its object being to ex­
pound and commend the true gnosis. Westcott 6 was disposed 
to assign the fragment to a Jewish convert of Alexandria writing 
c. A.D. 140-50, whilst Lightfoot,7 equally impressed by its Alexan­
drian tone, suggested Pantaenus 8 (c. I80-210) as its author. 

R. H. Connolly 9 had independently come to the conclusion 
(about 1916) that these chapters came from the hand of Hippolytus, 
and later accepted the view that they formed the lost ending of 
the Philosophumena. He suggests that in the Codex (which 
contained various writings wrongly attributed to Justin Martyr) 
a portion (probably eh. x) of the Philosophumena of Hippolytus 
stood immediately before chs. xi-xii of Diognetus. The parallels 
that Connolly draws differ in force and appositeness. The 
cumulative effect, however, is impressive, and a strong case has 
been built up by his careful study. • 

In his valuable study of Melito's Homily Campbell Bonner 10 

1 Hippolytus and His Age, i, 414 ff. 
2 Zeitschrift f. wissensch. Theol. xlv (1902), 275 ff. 
3 Theologische Quartalschrift, lxxxviii (1906), 28-36. 
• In Catting. Nachr. phil.-hist. Kl. (1902), 621-34 and (1923), 27 f. 
'Hist. of Israel, viii, 173, n. 3. 
' Canon of the New Testament•, pp. 88, go, 93. 
7 Apostolic Fathers (ed. Harmer), pp. 488 f.., Biblical Essays, p. 92. See also 

Batiffol, Primitive Catholicism, pp. 179 ff. 
• For Pantaenus see the references in Eusebius, H.E. v, 10. 
• j.T.5. xxxvii (1936), 2 ff. See Additional Note C, below. 

1° Campbell Bonner, The Homily on the Passion by Melito, Bishop of Sardis, 
and some fragments of the Apocryphal Ezekiel (1940). 
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raises the interesting question whether Diognetus xi-xii " were 
once part of a homily by Melito". A careful comparison of the 
text of all Melito's fragments 1 with the appended chapters of 
Diognetus yields results interesting but hardly conclusive. Bonner 
(pp. 60 ff.) points out that the sound and rhythm of some sentences 
in these two chapters reveal stylistic affinities with writings of 
Melito: 

Diog. xi, 2 : V7TO a.TTlCTTWV µ~ VOOVJJ,€VO,, µa0rpa'i,, 0€ 3i11yovµEvo,. 
D • • t ' ,L ' ' \ ' t 0 I iog. Xl, 4 : 0 KaLVOS ,,,avH, Kai TTal\aLo, €VP€ EL,. 
Diog. xi, 5 : of, opKLa TTfoT€WS ov 8pav€TaL OV0€ opia TTaTlpwv 

TTapop,,€TaL. 
Diog. x_i, 6 : a sequence of four short clauses ending in -Tai. 

Diog. xii, 9 : a sequence of seven clauses ending in -mi. Cf. 
Melito, Homily 16 : 07TOT€ TO TTpo{JaTOV acpa,€TaL Kai. TO 7TO.CTXa 
Qf1' \ \ , \,.. \ t \ \ ',,J.. I \ ,-,i pwCTK€TaL KaL TO µvCTT1)pLOV T€1\HTaL Kai O l\aO, €v,,,paiv€TaL Kai 

o 'lapa~A acppay,,ETai. Note co-ordination in both writers. 
The opening clauses of Diognetus xi, 4, 5, in praise of the Word 

or Son (otro, o a.TT' apxfi, ... o&ro, o a.Et) reminds us of the 
Homily, 68-71, where a series of praises of Christ is expressed by 
eleven clauses introduced by o&ro, ECTTL with article and aorist 
participle. Cf. also 82-6, 104. The same locution is seen in 
Hippolytus, Contra Noetum, 18. 

Minor coincidences appear in: 

Diog. 

xi, 3 : vTTo >..aov anµaa8€t,. 

xi, 2 : Ta. Sia. Aoyov S€Lx0€V'Ta 

(" by the Word". See note.) 

Homily 

75 : eSH avrov anµaa0fjvai, a>..>..' 

ovx vTTo aov (Israel). 
87 : T~v £K€L SiaTpocp~v Sia. TOV 

KaAov 'I WCTTJ<p (" by the good 
Joseph"). 

P. Oxy. 16002 : TOV Si aSd[cpov 

cp]ovEvoµEVov3 (" by a brother"). 

The evidence gleaned is too meagre to establish the authorship 
of Diognetus xi-xii by Melito. But that the author belongs to the 
school of thought represented in Melito and Hippolytus seems 
certain. Bonner (p. 62) suggests that " it is conceivable that 
Hippolytus wrote the paragraphs now incorporated in the closing 

1 Given in Routh, Reliquiae Sacrae, i, 113 ff. ; Otto, Corpus Apologetarum, 
ix, 410 ff. ; E. J. Goodspeed, Die altesten Apologeten; Oxyrhynchus Papyri, xiii, 
1600; Campbell Bonner (op. cit.). 

• This papyrus of v/A.D. was formerly ascribed to Hippolytus (so J. V. 
Bartlet, G. N. Bonwetsch). But it has since been identified as part of Melito's 
Homily on the Passion (C. Bonner, C. Martin). 

s The readings, however, are very uncertain. 
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chapter of the Letter (i.e. Diognetus) in his younger days, before 
he had developed his more elaborate style, and while he was still 
more patently under the influence of Melito than he was in his 
maturity ·•. 

9. HISTORY OF THE TEXT 

Of the original MS. and its history full accounts are given by 
various authorities. 1 It will be sufficient here to outline the 
story of the text. The original was a codex, probably of the 
thirteenth or fourteenth century, 2 which contained among other 
works 3 the follo~ing tractates: (1) Concerning the Monarchy, 
(2) An Exhortation to the Greeks, each entitled "of the holy 
Justin, philosopher and martyr ", (3) An Exposition of the faith 
concerm·ng the right confession or concerning the Trinity, by" Justin, 
philosopher and martyr", (4) To the Greeks and (5) To Diognetus,' 
each ascribed "of the same" (Tov a1hov). The codex, apparently 
once in the possession of J. Reuchlin (d. 1522),5 came about 1560 
to the monastery of Maursmiinster in Alsace. Its subsequent 
history is obscure, but between 1793 and 1795 it arrived at 
Strassburg, where it was destroyed by fire on August 24th, 1870, 
during the Franco-German war. The MS. was known as Codex 
Argentoratensis Graec. ix, from the old Latin name of the city, 
Argentoratum. 

H. Stephanus of Paris made a transcript of the MS. in 1586 
and published the editio princeps in 1592. About 1590 a copy of 
the codex had been made by J. J. Beurer of Freiburg. This 
copy seems to have perished, but some of Beurer's readings were 
incorporated by Stephanus in an appendix to his edition (1592) 
and by F. Sylburg (1593). Stephanus's transcript is extant at 
Leyden (Codex Graec. Voss., Q. 30). Until 1880, therefore, the 
Epistle was known only through Stephanus's manuscript. In 
that year, however, Dr. Neumann of Halle discovered an earlier 
transcript in the University Library at Tiibingen. This copy 

1 See Gebhardt, Patr. A post. Opera, I, pt. 2, pp. 142-6; Otto, Corpus Apol. 
Christ. III, pp. xiii ff. ; Kihn, Der Ursprung des Briefes an Diognet, pp. 35 ff. ; 
Harnack, Gesch. der altchrist. Lit. I, 757 f. and Texte und Untersuch. I, i, 79 f., 
85, 161 ff. 

2 Harnack (Texte und Untersuch. I, 85) suggests that the codex may be trac~d 
to an earlier text of vi-vii/A.D. 

3 Kotably two treatises of Athenagoras, Petition on behalf of the Christians 
and Concerning the Resurrection. 

• For full title see above, p. 5. 
• The back of the codex bore a note in Reuchlin's handwriting stating that 

the MS. had been in his custody and that he had bought it from the Carthusian 
brotherhood in his native town. 
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(Codex Misc. Tubing., M.b. 17) had been made by B. Haus 
in 1580. 

Various editions of the Epistle appearing between 1742 and 
1839 1 led up to the important work of J. C. T. Otto, Corpus 
Apologetarum Christianorum saeculi secundi (]ustini Philosophi 
et Martyris Opera), tom. ii, Jena (1843), ed. 2 (1849), ed. 3 (1879). 2 

For Otto's first edition the Cod. Argent. had been collated by 
Ed. Cunitz in 1842, and again for his third edition by Ed. Reuss 
in 1861. Among modern editors may be named Gildersleeve 
(1877), Lightfoot and Harmer (1891), Gebhardt, Harnack and 
Zahn (sixth ed., 1920), J. Geffcken (1928), and K. Lake (1913, 
reprinted 1930). 3 The text of F. X. Funk, Patres Apostolici 12 
(1901), which incorporates the results of an examination of the 
Tiibingen transcript of 1580, is that followed in the present 
study, 4 though comparison has been made throughout with the 
texts of Otto, Lightfoot, Geffcken, and Lake. The original codex 
was defective in several places,5 and the readings in not a few 
instances are highly doubtful. All subsequent editors are in­
debted to the emendations made by Lachmann and Bunsen 
which appear in the latter's Analecta Ante-Nicaena, i, 103-21 
(1854). 

The following abbreviations are used in the apparatus criticus : 
MS. = Cod. Argentoratensis Graec. ix; h = the transcript by 
Haus; b = Beurer's readings; canj. = conjecture. 

IO. SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY 

The following list includes books and articles bearing upon the Epistle to 
Diognetus (or upon general questions involved) which have been read or consulted 
in the preparation of this study. With few exceptions, only works published after 
1879 (the date of Otto's text in· the third edition of his Corpus Apologetarum 
Christianorum saeculi secundi III) are here specified. For a list of prior editions, 
translations, and studies see Otto, op. cit. pp. xxxiii ff., !iv ff., Gebhardt, Harnack 
and Zahn, Patrum Apostolicorum Opera, I, ii2, pp. 147 f., 153 f., and E. C. 
Richardson, Bibliographical Synopsis (this gives editions up to 1881, translations 
to 1884). The Select Bibliography here presented may, it is hoped, afford an 
adequate guide to the modern interpretation of the Epistle. Additional works 
are named in the body of this book. Journals, dictionaries, etc., are cited by 
volume and page. The small numeral at the end of a specified work signifies the 
edition used, the date of publication being enclosed in brackets. Abbreviations 
used for works frequently cited appear in square brackets. 

1 Prudentius of S. Maur (1742), Gallancli (1765). Oberthiir (1777), Doh! (1S~r,), 
Hefele (1839), all based on Stephanus's text. 

2 Note also Otto's Epistola ad Diognetum Justini philosophi et martyris nomm 
prae seferens (first ed., 1845, second, 1852). 

3 See Bibliography. That of E. H. Blakeney is the most recent edition. 
• Some slight deviations from Funk's text are pointed out in the NOTES. 
6 Lacunae appear at vii, 6; x, 1, 8. 
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A. EDITIONS AND TRANSLATIONS 

The Epistle to Diognetus (1943). [Blakeney.] 
Patres Apostolici, 11 , pp. cxiii ff., 390 ff. (1901). [Funk.] 
Patrum Apostolicorum Opera, I, ii1 , pp. 142 ff. (1878). 

"Der Brief an Diognet" (in E. Hennecke, Neutesta-
mentliche Apokryphen•, pp. 619 ff. (1942)). 

De,- Bf'ief an Diognetos (1928). [Geffcken.J 
The Apologies of Justin Marty,-. To which is appended 

the Epistle to Diognetus (1877). 
Def' Brief an Diognet, die Perie des christlichen A ltertums 

(1896). 
The Apostolic Fathers, II, pp. 348 ff. (1913). Reprinted 

1930. 
The Apostolic Fathef's, pp. 487 ff. (r89r). 

Griechisches Lesebuch, I, ii, 356-63 (3rd ed., 1906) ; 
II, ii, 225-27 (2nd ed., 1902). • 

Epistola ad Diognetum justini philosophi et martyris 
nomen p,-ae se ferens ( 2nd ed., r 8 5 2). 
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EIIIETOAH IIPOE .1/0I'NHTON. 

Title : ,-oii aih-oii 1rpos Ll,oyv17,-ov. 

I. 'E1TnS~ opw, Kpa.TLO'TE '1ioyV71TE, V7TEp€0'7TOV0a.KOTa O'E ~v 

8 'fl A X A 8' ' , -'-A '. \A EOO'E na.v TWV piana.vwv µ,a. HV KO.L 71'0.VV aa.'f'w<; KO.L E7TL/l-EIIW<; 

mw8a.voµ,Evov 7TEpt 0.VTWV, Tlvi TE BE<j, 7TE7TOL8oTE<; Ka., 7TW<; 8p7JO'KEIJOVTE<; 

a.VTOV TOV TE Koaµ,ov V7TEpopwaL 71'0.VTE<; Ka., Ba.vcfrov Ka.Ta.<ppovofJaL KO.I. 

OUT€ TOV, voµ,t{oµ,&ov, t/71'0 TWV 'E>Ji~vwv 0rnv<; Aoy{{ovTa.L OVTE ~v 
'I ~ , ~ . ~ , -'- \ , ' I ' -'- \ I ., ovoa.LWV onawa.iµ,ovia.v 'f'VI\O.O'O'OVO'L' Ka.L TLVa. TT)V 'f'LI\OO'TOpyia.v EXOVO'L 

7rpo, lli~Aov,, Ka.t Tl S~ 7TOTE Ka.Lvov TOVTO ylvos ~ em~SEvµ,a. Elcrij.\0Ev 
, \ QI _ \ , / , <;_- I I .- 0 I 

n, ,ov ,-,wv vvv Ka.L ov 7rpOTEpov· a.1T00Exoµ,a.i yE 7'7)> 7rpo vµ,ia.<; O'E 

TO.VTT), Ka., 1Ta.pa. TOV 0rnv, TOV Ka., 7'0 Mynv Ka., 7'0 O.KOIJHV ~µ,'i.v 

xop7Jyovv,o,, a.lTovµ,a.i So0ijva.L eµ,o'/. fJ,EV Ei7TELV OVTW<;, W<; µ,a.ALO'Ta. av 
, , , a , , , 

0 
, ., , _ , , , BA 

a~ov~a.~,a. O'E ,-,EI\TLW YEVEO' a.L, O'OL TE OVTW<; a.Kovaa.L, W<; /J,7) I\V7T7) TJVO.L 

TOV fl 7TOVTa.. 

I. aih-ov 'TOV n] conj. Lachmann; aih-ov ,.EMS., h. 
aKOVU<lVTa] conj. Stephanus; aKoiiaa, MS. 

II. ".A YE S~, Ka.Ba.pa.<; arnvTov 0.7TO 1TC1.VTWV TWV 1Tp0Ka.TEXOVTWV aov 

~v Sta.VOLO.V Aoyiaµ,wv Ka., ~v 0.71'0.TWO'Cl.V O'E av~Bna.v 0.7TOO'KEVa.aa­

µ,Evo<; Ka.t YEVOfJ,EVO<; W0'7TEp Jg a.pxijs KO.LVO<; av0pw7TO<;, W<; av KO.I. Aoyov 

Ka.LVOV, Ka.0a.7TEp KO.I. a.VTO<; wµ,o.\oy77aa.<;, a.Kpoa.~<; EO'O/J,EVO<; • iSE µ,~ 

µ,ovov TOL<; oef,Ba>..µ,o'i,, llia. Ka.I. rfj ef,pov~an, Tlvo<; V7TOO'TC1.0'EW<; ~ 
Tlvo, Eioov, TVYXO.VOVO'LV, ov, EPEi.TE KO.I. voµ,l{ETE 0Eov,. 2. ovx O µ,lv 

TL, >..t0o, eaTlv, oµ,ow<; Ttp 71'0.TOV/J,81<.p, o S' €0'7'1. xa.AKO<;, ov KpELO'O'WV TWV 

El, ~II xpijaiv ~µ,'iv KEXa>..Krnµ,lvwv O'KEVWV, o SE (J.\ov, fjS77 KO.I. CI_EU7)7TO<;, 

o Si apyvpo,, XP'll{wv d.v0pclmov TOV ef,v.\a(ovTo<;, iva. µ,~ KAa.-rrfi, o SE 
,~ , ' , - ~ -'-0 , ' ~ ' ,, • <:, ' -aw71po,, V7TO WV OLE'f' a.pµ,EVo,, 0 OE oaTpa.Kov, OVOEV TOV KO.TEO'KEVa.a-
1 \ \ > I t I ) I ) ,1,.0 A 

fJ,EVOV 7rpo<; TT)V O.TL/J,OTO.TT)V V7TT)pEaLa.V EV7TpE7TEO'TEpov ; 3 · ov 'f' O.PTT)S 

vA71s TO.VTa. 7TC1.VTa. ; ovx t/71'0 atS~pov Ka.t 7TVpO<; KEXO.AKwµ,lva. ; ovx o 
/J,EV aVTWV At0o(oo<;, o Si xa.AKEV<;, o Si a.pyvpoK07TO<;, o SE KEpa.µ,Ev<; 
H \ ) \ "' .-. I I ) \ ,1.. \ I 
E1TI\O.O'EV ; ov 7rptv TJ 7'0.L<; TEXVO.L<; TOVTWV EL<; TT)V µ,op'f'TJV TOVTWV , e- "i' rt , - r , JI \ - .J... ' EKTV7TW 7111aL, 7JV EKO.O'TOV 0.VTWV EKaa-rcp, ETL KaL vvv, fJ,ETaµ,Eµ,op'f'wµ,E-

vov ; ov TO. VVIJ EK Tijs a.vTijs vA77s OVTa O'KEVTJ ylvotT' av, El TVXOL TWV 
, ,.. ,... a 1 , ... 1\ , ,.. r ,L' t -

aVTWV TEXVLTWV, oµ,ota TOLOVTOL<; ; 4. ov TO.VTa 71'0.I\LV, 7'0. vvv v..,., vµ,wv 

7TpOaKvvovµ,Eva., Svva.tT' av V7TO &.v0pclmwv O'KEVTJ oµ,oLa. yEvla0m TOL<; 



II. TEXT, TRANSLATION, AND NOTES 

THE EPISTLE TO DIOGNETUS 

I 

SINCE I perceive, most excellent Diognetus, that you are ex­
ceedingly zealous to learn the religion of the Christians and are 
making very clear and careful inquiry about them-both who is 
the God in whom they trust and how they worship Him, so that 
all disdain the world and despise death, and neither account those 
to be gods who are esteemed such by the Greeks, nor observe the 
superstition of the Jews ; and what is the affection which they 
have for one another; and why it is that this new race of men or 
mode of living has entered into our world now and not formerly­
I welcome this eager desire in you, and I ask of God, who bestows 
on us the power both of speech and of hearing, that it may be 
given to me so to speak that you may be edified as much as 
possible by your hearing, and to you so to hear that I by my 
speaking may suffer no regret. 

II 
I. Come then, clear yourself of all the bias that occupies 

your mind, and get rid of the habit that deceives you, and become 
as it were from the beginning a new man, as one too who is to 
hear a new story, even as you yourself also aclrnowledged. See 
not only with your eyes, but also with your understanding, what 
substance or form they chance to have whom you declare and 
esteem to be gods. 2. Is not one a stone, like that which we tread 
on, another bronze, no better than the implements which have 
been forged for our use, another wood already decayed, another 
silver, which needs a man to guard 1 it lest it be stolen, another 
iron eaten through by rust, another earthenware, not a whit more 
pleasing than that made for the meanest service ? 3. Are not 
all these of perishable matter ? Have they not been forged by 
iron and fire ? Did not the sculptor fashion one of them, the 
brass-worker another, the silversmith another, the potter another ? 
Before they were modelled by these men's arts into the form of 
these gods, was not each of them subjected to transformation­
and still is so even now-at the hands of each artificer ? Might 
not the vessels now formed out of the same material, if they met 
with the same workmen, be made similar to such images as these ? 
4. Again, could not these things which are now worshipped by 
you become at the hands of men vessels like the rest ? Are they 

75 
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\ - > ,/.. \ I > ,/.. \ I > n,/, > > I 0 > I\Ol1TOLS' ; ov Kw..,,a 1TaVTa ; ov T1J..,,l\a ; OVK a.,,vxa ; OVK ava,u T)Ta j OVK 
, I , , I ') I .,,.1..0 I ~ 0 \ 

aKW'T)Ta ; ov 1TavTa UT)1TOfL£Va ; ov 1TaVTa ..,, npoµ,£va ; 5. TavTa £.OVS' 

Ka.A€LT€, TOVTOLS' 8ovA£V€T€, TOVTOLS' 1Tp0UKVV€LT€, TEA€0V 8' mho'i:s- e[o­
µ,o,ovu0£. 6. OUJ. TOVTO fLlU€LT€ Xp,unavoJs-, OTL TOVTOVS' otlx ~yovvTaL 

0£.0VS'. 7. VfL€LS' yap aiv£LV voµ,,,oVT€S' Ka/, oloµ,£vo,, otl • 1TOAV 1TA€ov 

avTWV KaTa<{,poV€LT€ ; ov 1TOAV µ,ci)).ov avTOVS' x.\rna{€T€ Ka/, v/3pt{£T€, 
\ \ \_QI \ > I '{3 ',/.. \ I \ ,;-, > I 

TOVS' fL€V I\WlVOVS' KaL OUTpaKLVOVS' 0-€ OVT€S' a..,,vl\aKTOVS', TOVS' 0€ apyvp£-

OVS' Ka/, xpvaovs- eyKA€WVT€S' Ta'i:s- vv{/, i,:a/, Ta'i:s- ~µ,lpaLS' <pvAaKaS' 

1TapaKa0,aTaVT£S', iva µ,~ KAa?Twu,v; 8. afs- Si 8oK£tT£ nµ,a'is 1Tpourpl­

pnv, £l fLEV alu0avovTal, KoAa{€T€ µ,a.>J...ov aVTOVS' • £l Si a.va,u0TJTOVULV, 

iMyxovT£S' aiµ,an Ka/, KVLUalS' aVTOVS' 0pT)UKEVET€. 9. Tav0' vµ,wv TLS' 

V1TOfLHVC1TW, TaVTa a.vauxla0w TLS' JavTcp y£viu0at. a.Ma av0pw1TOS' 

µ,& OVOE £fs- TaVTTJS' -rijs- KOAC1U€WS' €KWV a.vl{ern,, aiu0TJULV yap EXH 
KaL Aoy,aµ,ov • o Si >.t0os- O.VEXETaL, a.va,u0TJTEL yap. OVK oiSv ~v aiu071uw 

avTOV eMyx£T€. IO. 1T€p/, µ,iv ovv TOV µ,~ 0€0ov.\wu0a, Xp,unavovs­

TOLOVTOlS' 0£.0LS' 1TOAAa µ,iv av Ka/, a'.Ma £.l1T£LV exo,µ,, • £l 0€ TLVL µ,~ 

OOKOLTJ KO.V TaVTa LKava, 1T€pLaaov ~yovµ,a, KaL TO 1TA€LW My£LV. 

II. 3. (µ.opef,71v) -roin-wv] MS., h.; -raVT71v conj. Bohl. <Ka<1'Tov] conj. Prud. 
M.; £Kacrros MS., h. en Kai viiv] MS., h. EiKa.(•w conj. Lachmann. 

4. vµ.wv] ~µ.wv MS. 
7. aivdv] conj. Lachmann. oi viiv MS. oioµ.•vo,] MS., h. a•/Joµ.•vo, conj. 

Lachmann. wapaKaB,a-ra.v-r•sJ conj. Krenke!; 1rapaKalJlaav-r•s MS., h. 
ro. µiv av] Lachmann. µ.cv MS., h. 

III 'E't.- "'' ' - ' ' ' • ' , T "' I 0 f3 - ' ' . ~ TJS' 0€ 7T€pt TOV µ,71 KaTa Ta avTa 1ovoaLOLS' €OU€ €LV aVTOVS' 
1' I .,,!) 0 - > ~ > T ,;- ~ I > \ > I o,µ,a, U€ ,.......,,,a-Ta ?TO e,v aKovua,. 2. 1ovoaw, TOLvvv, e, µ,ev a1T£-

xovTaL TaVTTJS' -rijs- 1TpoHpT)fLEVTJS' AaTp€LaS', KaAWS' 0£.ov eva TWV 7TC1VTWV 

alf3nv KCl.L 0€U1TOTTJV a.{,ovu, <ppov£LV • £l Si TOLS' 1Tponp7JfLEVOLS' oµ,o,oTpo-

1TWS' ~v 0pT)UK€LaV 1Tpouayovu,v aVTCfJ Ta'UT'T)V, 8,aµ,apTaVOVULV. 3. a yap 

TOlS' a.va,u077TOLS' KaL KW<po'i:s- 1Tpou<plpovT£S' OL "EAA7JV€S' a.<ppouvVT)S' 

0£1.yµ,a 1Taplxova,, Tav0' ODTOL Ka0am,p 1Tpoa8£0µ,lvcp TCf) 0€ip >.oy,{oµ,£vo, 
I I , \ ~\ \ r ..., > JI , 0 'fJ r \ I 

1Tap£xnv µ,wp,av HKOS' µ,cuv-.ov 'TJYOLVT av, ov eou£ nav. 4. ': yap 1TOL7Jaas-

TOV ovpavov KCl.L ~v yfjv Ka1. 1TClVTa TCL iv aVTOLS' Ka1. 1Tci.a,v ~µ,'i:v xop71-

ywv, c1iv 1Tpoa8£0µ,£0a, otlSevos- av aVTOS' 1TpouOEOlTO TOVTWV <i)V -ro'i:s-
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not all dumb? Are they not blind? Are they not without 
souls ? Are they not dEstitute of feeling ? Are they not without 
motion ? Are they not all rotting away ? Are they not all in 
course of decay ? 5. These things you call gods ! These are 
what you serve! These you worship and in the end you become 
like them ! 6. For this reason you hate (the) Christians-be­
cause they do not think that these are gods. 7. For is it not 
you, who, although you consider and think that you are praising 
the gods, are much more despising them? Are you not much 
rather mocking and insulting them, when you worship those of 
stone and earthenware, which you leave unguarded, and yet those 
of silver and gold you lock up at night and in the day-time set 
guards by them, lest they be stolen ? 8. And by the honours 
that you think to offer them you are punishing them rather, if 
indeed they are endued with sense; but, if they lack sensibility, 
you are refuting 2 them by the very fact of worshipping them with 
blood and steaming fat. 9. Let anyone of you endure this 
treatment, let him bear with these things being done to him! 
Nay, there is not a single man who will, if he can help it, suffer 
this infliction, for he has sense and reason. But the stone suffers 
it, for it has no feeling. You do not then (by your offeripgs) 
show up its sensibility! 3 ro. Well, I could say many other things 
about the fact that Christians are not in bondage to such gods. 
But if to anyone even these arguments should not seem sufficient, 
I think it needless to say more. 

1 Reading ef,v>..6.!ov-ros. See note ad loc. 
2 Perhaps better •exposing', • showing them up'. See note ad loc., and cf. 

ii, g. 
• See note for this rendering. 

III 

I. In the next place I suppose that you are especially anxious 
to hear why they (Christians) do not worship in the same manner 
as the Jews. 2. The Jews indeed, since they abstain from the 
religion described above, rightly deem that they worship the one 
God of the universe and think of Him as Master; but in offering 
this service to Him in like fashion to those already mentioned 
they go utterly astray. 3. For whereas the Greeks furnish an 
example of foolishness by making offerings to images void of 
sense and hearing, these Jews ought rather to consider it folly 
maybe, not piety, in thinking that they are offering these things 
to God as though He were in need of them.1 4. For "He who 
made the heaven and the earth and all things that are in them" 
and provides us all with what we need would not Himself need 
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oloµivot<; OtOovat 7Tapl.xn mh-o,. 5. ol 8/. YE Bva{a, avnp lh' a'iµaTOS 

K<LL Kl't<rr], K<LL OAOK<LVTWfl,(lTWV £7TtT€A€LV oioµ,Evot K<LL T<LVT<LtS T<LLS 
' , ' ' ,-:, ' <:, - <:, ,I,.' - , \ ,I,.\ nµ,at<; aVTOI' yEpatpn,,, OVO€V µ,ot OOKOV<It Ot(L'f'EPHV TWV n, T(L Kw'f'a 

\ > \ ><:, I ,I,_\ I , \ \<:, I , , 
'TTJ'' aV77/V €1'0HKl'Vfl,€1'WV 'f't/\OTlfl,tav • TWI' fl,EV µ:ry OVl'afl,EVOtS T'Y/> Ttfl,'Y/S 

fl,ETaAaµf3al'rn 1 , TWV 0€ OOKOVVTWV 7T<Lpl.xnv TCf' fl,'Y/OEVOS 7Tpoa8rnµ,/.vq.,. 

III. 2. rnAws] conj. Hilgenfeld. Ka, £is MS. 
3. £iKos] MS., h. £iKo-rws Stephanus. 
5. t'vl>oKvuµ&wv] conj. Beurer, Stephanus. t'vl>oKvuµ£Vo, MS., h. 

'Twv µ£V µ~ Suvaµivo,s] Gebhardt. Twv µ~ Suvaµivwv MS., h. 
-rWv SE So1<0VV'Twv] Lachmann. ,-6 SE" SoKt:iv TLva MS .. h. 

IV. '.A>J.a µ,~v TO YE 1TEPL Ta<; f3pwans aVTWV ipo<po0€€S KaL ~v 

7T€pt Ta aa.{3{3aTa 8nat0atµ,ov{av KaL ~v rijs 7TEplTOfl,~S a.Aa,ovdav KaL 

7TJV rij, vrian{as KaL vovµ,riv{as dpwvE{av, KaTayl.AaaTa Kat cruOEvos 

cif,a Aoyov, ov voµ,{'w a€ XP?J{Hv 7Tap' lµ,ov µ,a0€i:v. 2. TO T€ yap 

TWV V7TO TOV Brnv KnaBl.vTwV Eis xp~atv a.v0pw7TWV 8. fl,€V ws KaAws 

KnaBl.vTa 7Tapa81.x€a0at, 8. 8' WS a.xpriaTa Kat 7T€plaaa 7TapalT€ta0a,, 

'TTWS OVK a.01.µ,,aTOV ; 3. TO 0€ KaTatpEVOEaBat 0€ov wr; KWAVOVTO<; £V rfj 
.... 1::u~. 1 

"' -'' ..... - ' , R' '~' ' TWV aat't-'aTWV 'Y/fl-EP~ Kal\OV Tt 'TTOlHV, 'TTW<; OVK aa€f-'€> ; 4. TO 0€ Kal 

7TJV fl,E{wa,v rij, aapKo<; µ,apTvpwv £KAoy~, a.Aa{oV€V€a0at wr; 8,a TOVTO 

lta,pETW<; ~ya7T'Y/µ,l.vovr; V7TO BEov, 7TW<; ov X,AEV'Y/> at WV ; 5. TO 0€ • 

Trapil>pEvovTa<; a.VTov<; a.aTpo,, Kat aEA~V?7 7TJV Trapa~p'T}atv Twv fl,TJVWV 
Ka.L TWV ~fl,Epwv 7TOl€ta0a, Kat Ta<; olKovoµ,{ar; 0Eov Kat Ta, TWV Ka.lpwv 

a.Maya, KaT<L0lalp€LV 7rpo, Tar; aVTWV opµ,a.r;, 8., fl,€V El, EOpTa.,, 8., 0€ , , 0 , .. 0 a , , , •,1,. , \, \, • , 
nr; 7T€V TJ • Tt<; a.v €O<I€fJHa<; Ka., OVK a.'f'poavvri, 7TOI\V 1Tl\€0V TJYTJ<IalTO 

OE'iyµ,a; 6. rij, fl,€11 ovv Ko,~r; ElKalOT'Y/Tor; Kat a.1Ta.7"'Y/, Ka.t rij, 'lov8a{wv 

7TOAVTrpayµ,oavVTJ, Kat a.Aa{ovE{ar; W<; opBw, O.TrEX,OVTat Xp,anavot, 
, ' 'r e ' \ <:, \ - ,-:, I , - e R I a.pKOVVTW, a€ VOfl,t':,W µ,q..1,a TJK€V(Ll • TO 0€ 'TT/> w,ar; a.VTWV €0<I€t-'Har; 

µ,va~plOV µ,~ 1rpoaOOK~O"[/> 8vvaa0a, Trapa a.vBpw1rov µ,aBE'iv. 

IV. r. ov] Stephanus inserts. 
2. ovK &.lliµurrov] Gebhardt. 
5. KaTaS,a,p£iv] Ka'Ta/5 

.,..; MS. 
6. d.s] Bunsen inserts. 

ov lllµ,s ia-rl MS., h. 
£iv MS., h. ,jy~aa,.,.o] Lachmann. 

V. Xp,ana.vot yap OUT€ yfj OUT€ <pwvfi OUT€ ellw, Ot<LK€Kpiµ,/.voi TWV 

Aot'TTWV daiv avBpdmwv. 2. OUT€ yap 7TOV 'TTOAH, l8{ar; KaTOtKovatv 

ouTE 8,a.AI.KTl.p nv'i. 1rap'f)Mayµ,I.V?7 xpwVTat ouTE {3tov 1rapa.ariµ,ov a.aKov-
, , • , , , ,I,. ,,:, >. , , e , 

a,v. 3. OU fl,YJV €1TlVO~ 'TtVl Kai 'f'POVTWL 71'0 v1rpayµ,ovwv av pw1rwv 

µ,a.BY)µ,a TovT' avTo'i, lanv EVpY)µ,l.vov, ovOE 8oyµ,aTo, a.v8pw1rtvov 1rpoE­

aTiia,v, waTrEp Evwi. 4. KaTOlKOVVTES 0€ 1roAHr; e>J.'f/v{8ar; TE Kat 

{3apf1a.povr;, wr; EKa<ITO, £KAYJpW0YJ, Kat TOL<; lyxwp{o,r; eBEaiv 11.KOAOV­

BovvTE, ev TE laB~n KaL 8,a£771 Kat T<f' .\om(jJ f1£c.p Bavµ,aa~v Kat 
• A ' -'</: t. • <:, ' \ I - • -oµ,o oyovµ,Evwr; Trapa.oo.,,ov EVoHKVVVTat 'TT)V KaTaaTaaiv 'TT}> EaVTWV 
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any of these things which He Himself supplies to those who imagine 
that they give to Him. 5. But those who think that they are 
rendering due sacrifices to Him by blood and fat and whole burnt 
offerings, and that they are doing Him reverence by these tributes, 
seem to me in no way better than those who show the same lavish 
honour to deaf images. For the one class seem to offer sacrifices 
to things unable to partake of the honour, the other to Him who 
is in need of nothing. 

1 For the rendering of this passage see note ad loc. 

IV 
r. But, in truth, I do not think that you need to learn from 

me that, after all, their qualms concerning food and their super­
stition about the Sabbath, and the vaunting of circumcision and 
the cant of fasting and new moon, are utterly absurd and unworthy 
of any argument. 2. For how can it be other than unlawful to 
receive some of the things created by God for man's use as created 
'good' and to refuse others as useless and superfluous? 3. And 
is it not impious to slander God as though He forbids the doing of 
a good deed on the Sabbath day ? 4. And to glory in the mutila­
tion of the flesh as evidence of their election, as if they were on 
this account especially beloved by God-does this not call for 
derision ? 5. And their star-gazing and watching of the moon, 
so as to observe months and days and to distribute at their own 
inclinations the orderings of God and the changes of the seasons, 
making some into feasts and others into times of mourning-who 
would consider this an example of piety and not much more of 
folly ? 6. Well then, I think that you have learned sufficiently 
that Christians are right in keeping aloof from the general fatuity 
and deceit and from the meddlesomeness and pride of the Jews ; 
but as for the mystery of the Christians' own religion, do not 
expect to be able to learn this from man. 

V 

r. For Christians are distinguished from the rest of men neither 
by country nor by language nor by customs. 2. For nowhere do 
they dwell in cities of their own ; they do not use any strange 
torm of speech or practise a singular mode of life. 3. This lore 
of theirs has not been discovered by any design and thought of 
prying men, nor do they champion a mere human doctrine, as 
some men do. 4. But while they dwell in both Greek and 
barbarian cities, each as his lot was cast, and follow the customs 
of the land in dress and food and other matters of living, they 
show forth the remarkable and admittedly strange order of their 
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7roAtTElas-. 5. 7raTpt8as- olKovcrw iS{a<;, ci.U' ws- m1.potKot • fLETEXOVCTl 

7rOYTWI' w<; 7r0AtTat, KaL 7ra.v8' imoµlvovcrtv ws tlvot. mi'cra gEVTJ 7raTpls 

ECTTll' avTwv, KaL m'i.cra 7raTpLS tlv7J. 6. yaµoiJcriv ws 7ra.VTES, TEK­

vo)'o,,oiJcrw • ill' ov p{7rTOVCTL Ta YEVVWfLEVa. 7. Tpa.7rE{av KOLV~V 

-;;apaTL0EvTaL, cL\A' ov KO,TTJV. 8. EV crapKL Tvyxa.vovcrw, d,\,\' ov KaTa 
' r~ 9 , ' - ~ '{3 2\\', I - \ I crapKa .,,wcnv. . E7rl YTJS OlaTpL OVCTLV, a.Al\ EV ovpavcp 71"01\LTEVOVTaL. 

l,Q ,.. C' I I \ ..., '~ I /3 I - ' IO. 7rEWOVTaL TOLS wpLCTfJ,EVOlS VOfLOLS' KaL TOLS lOLOLS LOLS VLKWCTl TOVS 

voµ,ovs. II. d.ya'iTWCTl 'iT<J.VTaS, KaL V'iTO 71"0.VTWV StWKOVTal. 12. d.y­
VOOVVTal, KaL KaTaKplvovTat • 0avaToVvTat, KaL {wo7rotovvTat· 13. 
7T7"WXEVOVCTl, KaL ?TAOVTL{OVCTl 7rOAAovs • 71"0.VT(OV VCTTEpoiJvTal, KaL EV 

m'i.cri m:picrcrEvovcrw. 14. d.nµovvTat, KaL iv Tats d.nµ,{ais Sota.{ovTat· 

/3.\acref>TJfLOVVTaL, KaL StKatOVVTal. 15. AotSopovvTat, KaL EvAoyoiJcrw • 

vf3p{{ovTal, KaL Tlfl,WCTLV. 16. d.ya0o7rOLOVVTES ws KaKOI. KOAa.{oVTat· 

KOAa{oµ,EVOL xalpovCTtV ws {wo?TOlOVfLEVOl. 17. V7r0 , lovSalwv ws a.AAo­

cf,vAol ?TOAEµ,ovvTat KaL V7ro 'EU~vwv StwKovTaL • KaL ~v alTlav rijs 
Jx0pas El?TELV OL fJ,lCTOVVTES OVK Jxovcrw. 

V. 3. µa.9riµ.a -rov-r' a. •· •vpriµ.lvov] Prud. M. µ.a811µ.an -roih' a. •· .lpriµ.lvov 
MS. 

7. Koi-rriv] conj. Prud. M. Ko,v11v MS., h. 

VI < A \ - <:-• > - " > \ > I ./, I - • , \ > I . .ti?TI\WS O El?TElV,07rEp ECTTlV EV CTWfl,aTl 'f'VXTJ,TOVT ElCTLV EV KOCTfl,'f) 

XptcrnavoL 2. £C11rapTal KaTa. ?T<J.VTWV TWV TOV crwµ,aTOS fl,EAWV ~ 
•'N• , \ X \ \ \ - I I\ ' ' .... \ ' 'f'vXTJ. KaL pwnavot KaTa Ta<; TOV KOCTfl,OV 71"0/\EtS. 3. OtKEt fl,EV EV 

- I ·'-· I , ., ~ \ , - I \ X \ , T<p crwµ,an 'f'vXTJ, OVK ECTTL OE EK TOV crwµ,aTOS • Kat pLCTTtaVOl EV 
, , - , , \ ~ \ , - , , , f .,. \ , 

KOCT/J,<p OlKOVCTlV, OVK ElCTL OE EK TOV Kocrµ,ov. 4. aopaTOS TJ .,,vxTJ EV 

opaT'f) cf,povpE'iTaL T<p crwµ,an • Ka£ XptCTTtaVOI. ytvWCTKOVTal fl,EV OVTES EV 
- J , I ~ \ , - C' 0 'f3 I ..., \ ,/, \ T<p KOCTµ,<p, aopaTOS- 0€ avTWV 1/ €OCT€ Eta fl,EVEt. 5. fl,lCTEt TTJV 'f'VXTJV 

~ era.pt Kai. ?TOAE/J,EL /J,TJSEv d.StKOVfl,EVYJ' StoTL Tats ~Sova'is KWAvETaL 

xpijcr0at • fJ,LCTEL Kai. Xptcrnavovs O KOCTf-1,0S µ,77SEv ci.StKOVf',EVOS. OTL Ta'is 

~Sova'is O.VTLT<J.CTCTOVTal. 6. ~ ,f,vx~ ~v µ,iaoiJaav ci.yami, aa.pKa Kai. Ta 

µ,l.\77 • Ka1. Xpianavo1. Tovs-. µ,iaoiJvTas d.ya?Twaw. 7. EYKEKAEtaTaL fl,EV 
f .,. \ - , , ~ \ , \ \ - \ X \ I 

77 'f'"X77 T<p awµ,an, CTVVEXEt oe aVTTJ TO awµ,a • Kai pianavot KaTE-

xovTaL f-1,EV ws EV cf,povpfi, TCfJ Koaµ,cp, aVTOI. SE avvlxovcrt TOV KOCTJ-1,0V. 

8. ci.0a.vaTos ~ ,f,vx~ b 8v77T<p aK77vwµ,an KaTOLKE'i • Ka£ Xpianavo1. 

?TapotKOVCTlV EV cf,BapTOLS, ~v EV ovpavo'is d.cf,0apalav ?TpoaSexoµ,evot. 
I I \ - , .,. \ R \ - \ X \ 9. KaKovpyovµ,eV7J CTLTLOLS Kal ?TOTOLS 77 .,,vx77 ,-,EI\TlOVTal • Kal ptaTLaVOl 

\ r , 0' , , \ , r "\ \ , , , , 
KOl\a.,,oµ,evol Ka 77µ,epav ?TI\EOVa.,,ovaL J-l,U/\1\0V. 10. EtS TOCTaVTTJV aVTOVS 
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own citizenship. 5. They live in fatherlands of their own, but 
as aliens. They share all things as citizens, and suffer all things 
as strangers. Every foreign land is their fatherland, and every 

• fatherland a foreign land. 6. They marry, like all others ; they 
breed children, but they do not cast out their offspring. 7. Free 
board they provide, but no carnal bed. 8. They are " in the 
flesh ", but they do not live " after the flesh ". 9. They pass 
their days on earth, but they have their citizenship in heaven. 
ro. They obey the appointed laws, yet in their own lives they 
excel the laws. rr. They love all men, and are persecuted by 
all. 12. They are unknown, yet they are condemned ; they are 
put to death, yet they are made alive. r3. "They are poor, 
yet they make many rich". They suffer the lack of all things, 
yet they abound in all things. 14. They are dishonoured, and 
yet are glorified in their dishonour. They are evil spoken of, 
yet are vindicated. 15. " They are reviled, and they bless " ; 
insulted, they repay with honour. r6. When doing good they 
are punished as evil-doers ; suffering punishment, they rejoice 
as if quickened into life. 17. By the Jews they are warred against 
as foreigners, and are hunted down by the Greeks. Yet those 
who hate them cannot state the cause of their hostility. 

VI 

1. Broadly speaking, what the soul is in the body, that Christians 
are in the world. 2. The soul is dispersed through all the members 
of the body, and Christians throughout the cities of the world. 
3. The soul dwells in the body, but is not of the body ; and 
Christians dwell in the world, but " are not of the world ". 4. The 
soul, itself invisible, is guarded in the body which is visible ; so 
Christians are known as being in the world, but their religion 
remains unseen. 5. The flesh hates the soul, and, though it 
suffers no wrong, wars against it, because the flesh is hindered from 
indulging its pleasures ; so too the world, though in no wise 
wronged, hates Christians, because they set themselves against 
its pleasures. 6. The soul loves the flesh that hates it, and the 
limbs; so Christians love them that hate them. 7. The soul is 
enclosed within the body, but itself curbs 1 the body ; and 
Christians are detained in the world as in a prison, but themselves 
restrain 1 the world. 8. The soul, though immortal, dwells in 
a mortal tabernacle ; and Christians sojourn among corruptible 
things, awaiting the incorruptibility which is in heaven. 9. When 
faring ill in food and drink the soul becomes better ; so Christians 
when buffeted day by day flourish the more. ro. To so high a 

6 
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Ta{iv WETO d (hos, ~v ov 0EfUTOV aVTOLS" 1rapaLTr}CJ'aa0ai. 

YI. 4. µn, ovr£s] conj. Stephanus. µlvovr,s MS., h. 

VII O' ' ' ' ' "-'- " - ' ' - "''0 . V yap E7Ttynov, WS" £'/''Y}V, EVp'Y}µ,a TOUT aVTOLS 1rapEoo 'Y/, 
><:'' 0 ' > I ,J_ \ I ., '{; - > \ - ,,;,, > 0 OVOE V'Y}7TJV £7TLVOLaV .,,vl\aCJ'CJ'HV OVTWS" a!, LOVCJ'LV E7TLfLEI\WS", OVO€ av pw-

1r£vwv o,Kovoµ,£av µ,uuT'Y}p£wv 7T€7T£CJ'TE1JVTaL. 2. d,\,\' athos d>..'Y/0ws 

o 7TaVTOKpa.Twp Kat 1TaVTOKTLCJ'7TJS" Kat a.opaTOS 0€oS", aVTOS a.1r' ovpavwv 

771v d>..~0nav Kat TOV .\oyov TOV ciyiov Kat 0.7T€pLV01JTOV a.v0pclmois 

Jv{l;pvu€ Kat JyKaT€CJ'Tr]pLt€ Tats Kapolais aVTWV • ov, Ka0a.1r€p av TLS 
> I ' 0 , t I \ I ,/, 'I\ II \ "' JI II 

HKaCJ'n£v, av pw1rois V1T1JP€T'Y}V nva 1r£µ,.,,as 71 ayy£I\OV 71 apxovTa 71 
TLVa TWV 0L£7TOVTWV Ta J1rlyna ij TLVa TWV 1T€7TLCJ'T€Vfl,lvwv Tas €V· 

ovpavo'ts OLOLK~CJ'HS, d,\,\' aVTOV TOV T€XVLT'Y}V Kai, 01JfLLOUpyov TWV o.\wv, 

c[, TOVS ovpavovs €KTLCJ'€V, c[, 77/V 0a).auuav iolois opois JvlKA€LCJ'€V, oo 

Ta fLUUTr]pLa 7TLCJ'TWS 'iTCI.VTa cf,vAa.CJ'CJ'H Ta CJ'TOLX£'ia, 1rap' 00 Ta j.J,lTpa TWV 

rijs ~µ,/pas Opoµ,wv o ij.\ws €tA"7cp€ cf,uAa.CJ'CJ'€LV, c[, 1rn0apx€'i CJ'€A~V77 VVKTt 

cf,alvnv K€A€UOVTL, c[, 1rn0apx€L Ta auTpa TC[) rijs CJ'€A~V'Y}S O.KOAov0ovVTa 

opoµ,c.p • c[, 1TCI.VTa oiaTfraKTai Kat OtwpLCJ'TaL Kat V7TOTiTaKTai, ovpavot 

KaL Ta €V ovpavofs, yfj Kat Ta €V -rfj yfj, 0a).auua Kat Ta Jv -rfi 0aAa.CJ'CJ"[J, 
- , , ,, a ' , ".J. ' , a '0 , , - t , -m.JP, a'Y}p, a,-,vuuos, Ta £V u.,,€CJ'L, Ta €V ,-,a €CJ'i, Ta €V T'fJ fl,€Tac;,v. TOVTOV 

1rpos avTOVS a.1rlCJ'T€LA€V. 3. "'Apa y£, ws a.v8pw1rwv av TLS .\oyluaiTo, 
, \ I~ \ .,./.._ IQ \ \ IC 1 \ 1' ~\ \' , ) 

£1TL Tvpavvwi Kai .,,o,-,c.p Kai KaTa1Tl\'Y}5H ; 4. ov fL€V ovv • al\/\ €V €1ri-
, ' .L t R \ ' , (' \ Q \ I ,, .,. t 

HKHq. KaL 1rpavT'Y}TL ws ,-,aCJ'Ll\€VS 1T€fL1TWV viov ,-,auil\€a €1T€fl,.,,€V. ws 

0 ' >I ./, • >I 0 ' ' 0 I ,r ,/, • I r £ov £1T€fL'f'EV, ws av pw1rov 1rpos av pw1rovs £1T€fL'l'€V, ws uw.,,wv 

£1T€fLYJ£V, ws 7T€l0wv, ov {3ta(oµ,£vos • f3la yap ov 1rpoCJ'€CJ'TL Tep 0€cp. 
JI •'• t \ ..., , ~ I JI ,/, t ' - ' I 5, €7T€fl,.,,€V ws Kal\WV, ov OLWKWV. €1T€fL'l'€1' ws aya1rwv, ov Kpwwv. 

6 I ~I. \ , \ / \ ' , - \ / (' , 
, 1T€fL'l'€L yap aVTOV KpWOVTa, KaL TLS aVTOV 7TJV 1rapovuiav V1TOCJ'T1]-

CJ'€Tai ; . . . 7. [ ovx opijs] 1rapaf3ai\Aoµ,lvovs 07JpLOLS, iva a.pV~CJ'WVTaL 

TDV Kupwv, KaL µ,~ VLKwµ,lvovs; 8. ovx opfjs, ouc.p 1TA€lOV€S KOAa{ovTat, 

TOCJ'OUT'fJ 7TA£ova{ovTaS a'.,\,\ovs ; 9· TaVTa a.v0pw1rov ov OOK€L Ta Epya • 

TaVTa ouvaµ,ls €CJ'TL 0€0V • TaVTa rijs 1rapovulas aihov 0£lyµ,aTa. 

VII. 2. a.v0p,lnrois V7TTJPETTJv] MS., h. conj. Bunsen a.v0pw,ro;, V7TTJP£TTJV, 
4. a.v0pw,rov] Lachmann and Bunsen insert. 
6. i,,roO"T~o-£-ra<] Here MS., h. show a lacuna and a marginal note. See 

on vii, 6 {below). 
7. [ovx op~s] Stephanus inserts. 
9. Sdy,,a-ra] Stephanus. S6y,,a-ra MS., h. 
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rank has God appointed them, and it is not right for them to 
refuse it. 

1 For this rendering see note ad lac. 

VII 

r. For this is not, as I said, an earthly discovery which was 
committed to them, and no mortal idea which they think it 
their duty to guard with such care, nor have they been entrusted 
with the stewardship of mere human mysteries. z. But in truth 
God Himself, the all-sovereign and all-creating and invisible God, 
Himself from heaven established among men the truth and the 
holy and incomprehensible word and fixed it firmly in their 
hearts, not, as one might surmise, by sending to men some servant, 
or an angel, or ruler, or one of those who administer the affairs 
of earth, or one of those entrusted with the ordering of things in 
heaven, ~ut the very Artificer and Maker of the universe himself, 
by whom He created the heavens, by whom He confined the 
sea in its own bounds; whose mysteries all the elements faithfully 
guard, from whom the sun has received the measure of its daily 
rounds to keep, whom the moon obeys as he bids her shine by 
night, whom the stars obey as they follow the course of the moon, 
by whom all things have been ordered and determined and placed 
in subjection, the heavens and the things in the heavens, the earth 
and the things therein, the sea and what is in the sea, fire, air, 
abyss, the things in the heights, the things in the depths, the things 
in the realm between-him He sent unto them. 3. Did He send 
him, as a man might conclude, to rule in tyranny and terror and 
awe ? 4. Not so, but in gentleness and meekness He sent him, 
as a king sending a son who is a king, He sent him as God, He 
sent him as Man unto men. He was as it were saving when He 
sent him, (as) persuading, not compelling (for force is no attribute 
of God). 5. When He sent him God was calling, not pursuing; 
He sent him as in love, not in judgement. 6. For He will send 
him to be our judge, and who shall stand at his coming? 7. Do 
you not see 1 them thrown to wild beasts that they may deny the 
Lord, and yet unconquered ? 8. Do you not see that as more 
of them are punished, so much do others abound? These things 
do not seem to be the works of man; they are a mighty deed of 
God ; they are proofs of His presence. 

1 There is a lacuna in the MS. at this point. See note ad lac. 
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\'III. Tfs yap DAWS- av0pwrrwv ~7TLaTUTO, TL 7TOT' EaTL 0e6s-, rrpiv 

aihov J,\0eiv ; 2. 'I] TOUS- KEVOUS' Kai ATJpWOELS- EK€LVWV ,\6yovs- arroolxn 

TWV afwr.taTWV cfn,\oa6cf>wv, tiJV Ot µ,lv TW€S- rrvp lcf>aaa.v €tvaL TOV 0€oV 

(oo µ,l,\,\ovat xwp1anv avro{, TOVTO KaAovat 0E6v), 01, OE vowp, ol 8' 

ci',\,\o n TWV aTOLXELWV TWV EKnaµ,lvwv V1TO 0rnv; 3. KO.LTOL ye, EL TLS­
TOVTWV TWV ,\6ywv 0.1Td0€KTdS- Jan, ovvair' av Kai TWV AOL1TWV Krta-

, ~ u ' ' ' ,1.' 0 0' >\\\ - ' µ,arwv 01 EKaarov oµ,oiws- arro'+'atvEa at EOV. 4. al\l\a ravra µ,Ev 

T€paT€La Kai 7TAO.VTJ TWV yo1rwv EaTLV. 5. av0pw7TWV OE ovods- OUT€ 

El0€V OUT€ Jyvwpta€v, avros- OE EO.IITOV €7TEOEL[€v. 6. €7TEOEL[E OE Ota 

7TtaTEWS-, -n µ,6V'{J 0eov loe'iv avyKEXWPTJTO.L. 7. J yap OEa7TdTTJS- KaL 
871µ,wvpyos- TWV oAwv 0€6,, J 7Tut1aas- TU 7T<J.VTa KaL Kara ra.[w OLaKpt-

• ' ,1. ' ' 0 ' ' ''' ' ' '0 8 '' \' vas-, ov µ,ovov '+'Ll\aV pw1To, "-YEVETO, al\l\a Kai µaKpo vµos-. . al\/\ 

OVTOS- ,jv fLEV a.Ei TOLOVTOS- KaL EaTL KO.I, EaTat, XPTJaTOS- Kai aya0os- Kai 

a6pY17TOS- KO.I, d,\7101,. KaL µ6vos- aya06s- lanv • 9. Jvvo1aas- OE /L"-YO.ATJV 
\ ,,,I.. ., ) , , ..... ~' ., ~ \ 

Kai a'+'paaTov ovoiav avEKotvwaaro µov<.p T<.p 7Tatot. IO. ev oa<.p µev 

ovv KaTe'ixev EV µvaTTJpL<.p Kai OLET'TJPEL TTJV aocf>~v avrov [3ovA1v, aµeAe'iv 
' - ' , ,I_ - ,,:- ' , ' <:-' , '\ .,. <:- ' - • 71µwv Kal a'+'povrtaTELV EOOKEL • r r. E7TEL OE 0.7TEKO./\Vy,E ota TOV aya7TTJ-

TOV 7TO.L00S- KO.L lcf>avlpwae TU e[ apxijs- ~Totµ,aaµ,lva, 7Ta.v0' aµ,a 7Taplaxev 

~µ'iv, KaL µeraaxe'iv TWV evepyeaiwv avrov KaL loe'iv Ka, vofjaai, &. TLS' 

av 7TW7TOTE 1Tpoae86K71aev ~µ,wv; 

VIII. 5. £rS£V] conj. Stephanus. d1r£v MS., h. 6. µovn] h. µovov MS. 
9. ci.vEKOtvWaaro] ~v EKoLvWoaTo MS., h. 

II. vo,iaa.,, a T,;J conj. Lachmann. 1ro,7iaa.,T,s MS., h. 

IX. Ilavr' ovv ifori 1Tap' Eavrcp auv Tlp 7TO.LOL OLKOVOfLTJKWS-, µ,lxpt 

fLEV TOV 7Tpoa0ev xp6vov daaev ~µ,fis, ws- lf3ov,\6µ,e0a, CLT<J.KTOLS- cf>opa'is-
,1.' 0 ,,;, - ' ' 0 ' ' ' ' ' ',I. -:- ' y,epEa ai, 71oovais- Kai E7Tt vµ,iais- a1Tayoµevovs- • ov 1Tavrws- e'+'7100µ,evos-

-ro'is- dµapT'T)µ,aaLV ~µ,Cw, a,\,\' avex6f.LEVOS-, OVOE T<p TdTE rfjs- aOLl<LaS' 

Katpcp avvevOOKWV, llid TOV vvv rfjs- OLKatoavv71s- 871µ,iovpywv, Zva EV 

-rep TOT€ xpov<.p J,\eyx0lvres- EK TWV l8,wv lpywv ava.[iot ~wfjs- vvv V7TO 

-rfjs- TOV 0eov XPTJaTOTTJTOS- a.fiw0wµ,ev, KaL TO Ka0' EO.VTOUS- c/>avepw-
, -:- ' ' '0 - ' ' a ' ' - 0 - - -:- ' -aavTES' aovvarov etaE/\ ELV ELS- TTJV ,-,aaLI\ELO.V TOV EOV TT} ovvaµ,EL TOV 

0eov ovvaTOL yeV7J0wµ,ev. 2. E7TEL OE 7TE7TA1pwro fLEV ➔ ➔µ,e-rlpa aOL-
' ' \ ' ,I_ , u ' 0' , - ,, ' 0, KLa KO.L TE/\E LWS' 7TE'f'avepwro, OTL O µ,ia OS' aVTTJS- KOl\aais- KaL ava-ros-

7rpoae80KO.TO. ,j,\0e 8 € J Katp6,. ov 0eos- 7Tpol0e-ro AOL7TOV cf>avepwaat TTJV 

EaVTOV XPTJaTdTTJTO. Kai 8vvaµ,iv (w rijs- V1TEpf3a,\,\ova71s- cpiAav0pw7TLO.S-
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VIII 

I. For what man had any knowledge at all of what God is, 
before he came ? 2. Or do you accept the vain and trumpery 
statements of those specious philosophers of whom some said 
that God was fire (what they themselves are destined to go to, 
that they call God!), and others water, and others some other 
of the elements created by God? 3. And yet, if any of these 
arguments is admissible, each one of the other created things 
could in like manner be declared God. 4. But these things are 
mere miracle-mongering and deceit of the magicians. 5. No man 
has either seen or known Him, but God manifested Himself. 
6. And He manifested Himself through faith, by which alone it is 
given to see God. 7. For God, Master and Maker of the universe, 
who made all things and disposed them in their due order, proved 
Himself not only a lover of man but also long-suffering. 8. Nay, 
such He ever was and is and will be, kind and good and free from 
anger and true, and He alone is good. 9. And having conceived 
a great and unutterable design He communicated it to His Child 
alone. 10. And so long as He held it in a mystery and guarded 
His wise counsel He seemed to have no concern or care for us. 
II. But when He revealed it through His beloved Child, and 
manifested the things prepared from the beginning, He bestowed 
upon us all things at once, both to share in His blessings and to 
see and understand. \Vho of us would ever have expected these 
things? 

IX 

I. Having therefore planned everything already in His own 
mind with His Child, He suffered us up to the former time to be 
borne along by unruly impulses, as we willed, in the clutches 0£ 
pleasures and lusts. Not at all because He took pleasure in our 
sins, but out o.f His forbearance ; not in approval of the season of 
iniquity which was then, but creating the season of righteousness 
which is now, so that we who in past time were from our own deeds 
convicted as unworthy of life might now by the goodness of God 
be deemed worthy, and· when we had shown clearly that of our­
selves it was impossible " to enter into the kingdom of God ", 
might be made able by the power of God. 2. But when our 
iniquity was fulfilled and it had been made fully manifest that its 
reward of punishment and death was avvaited, and the season 
came which God had appointed to manifest henceforth* His own 
goodness and power (0 the exceeding kindness and love of Goel 1), 
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\ , , .-. () A) , ) , f - , ~ \ ) / I~ \ ' / 
Ka( aya7T7JS' TOV EOV , OVK EfLt0'7ICJ'EV 71µa, OVOE a1rwaa-ro OVOE EfLV7ICJ'tKa-

K7ICJ'EV, llia JµaKpo8vµ,71aEV, ~vlaxETO, EAEWV avTOS' -rds ~µ,E-rlpac; 

a.µap-rla, O.VEOl[a-ro, av-ro<; TOV i'Siov vi.ov a.1r/So-ro Av-rpov V7T€p ~µwv, 

TOV ayiov V7T€p avoµwv, TOV aKaKOV V7T€p TWV KaKwv, TOV OLKatov V7T€p 
A , .., ' ' W -1.() ' ' A -1.() A ' , () / f ' A TWV aotKWV, TOV ay, ap-rov V7TEp TWV 'I' ap-rwv, TOV a ava-rov V7TEp TWV 

() A ' ' W\ \ ' ' I ' A , .., '() \ ,.,. ~ • I V77Twv. 3. n yap a./\1\0 Ta<; aµapna, 71µwv 71ovv71 71 Ka11v.,,at 71 EKHVOV 

OtKat001.JV77 ; 4. EV 'TLVt OtKatw8fjvat Svva-rov 'TOVS' avoµov, ~µ,as Ka, 

O.CJ'E/3ELS' ~ EV JLOV<tJ 'T't) vi.cjJ 'TOV 8rnv; 5. w TrjS' yAVKELaS' av-raMayij,, w 
TrjS' avE[lXVlO.CJ''TOV S71µwvpy[ac;, w TWV a.1rpoaOoK~TWV EVEPYECJ'tWV • iva 

, ' ' \\A , .., ' ' ' Q- .., I .., ' ' ' \ \ ' avop.,ta fLEV 7TOI\I\WV EV OtKat't} EVt Kpv,-,n, OtKatOCJ'VV7I OE EVOS' 7TOI\I\OVS' 

avoµ,ov, OtKatwcrr,. 6. eMy[a, oov EV µJv T't) 1rpoa8Ev XPDV<tJ TO a.Sv­

vaTOV Trj, ~µ,E-rlpas-</,vaEwS' a, TO TVXELV {wfj,, vvv 0€ TOV aw-rfjpa OE~aS' 
<;, ' I r ' \ '<;, I 'f!: ' ,I_ I IQ \ '() I f A ovva-rov O'W!:,HV Kat -ra aovva-ra, E~ aµy,o-rEpwv E,-,ov1171 71 7TtCJ'TEVEtV 71µa, 

A / , A , ' ' A() -'-' / ..,..,, \ / 
77} XPT/O'T077ITL av-rov, av-rov T/YELCJ' at -rpoy,Ea, 1ra-rEpa, otoaaKa11ov, avµ­
Q \ , , _ ,1. - , .., 'i: , , r , , , .., , , 
,-,ov11ov, ia-rpov, vovv, y,w,, nµ71v, oo~av, taxvv, !:,W7IV, 1rEpt EvovaEWS' Kat 

Tpoq,fj, µ, ➔ p.,Eptµvii.v. 

IX. I. fio11 ... oiKOVOJL1JKWS, µ,•xP• µ,o Toii] conj. Lachmann. 
fl8n ... olKovoµ.iKWs, µ.Ex.pi µ.OJ oJv -roV MS., h. 
Tov viiv] conj. Hefele. Tov voiiv MS. 

2. w] Prud. M. ws MS., b. h. shows a gap. 
Ka, ay'1'"7S] conj. Lange. µ,la ay.i'"7 MS. 
D,ewv] conj. Lachmann. Mywv.MS., h. 

X T, I \ \ ' I t\ 0 I \ \ IQ A ' • av771v Kat CJ'V 77/V 1TtO''TtV EaV 7TO T/crnS', Kat 11a,-,n, 1TpWTOV f-LEV 

ETTLyvwaiv 77a-rp6s-. 2. 0 yCLp 8e0s- To'Us dv8pWTTovs- 7Jy&.7TrJaE, St' oiis 
ETToLT)a€ -rdv K6aµov, ols- i,7r£-rafE 1rav-ra -rd. Ev rfj yfi, ols- ,\Oyov E8wKEJ/, 

'f' - 'f' I ., \ ) \ I' ,.. I / •'• f\ I ,,.. I~ / 
OtS' vovv, OtS' f-LOVOtS' avw 1rpoS' av-rov opav E7TE7pE.,,EV, OVS' EK 77/S' tOtaS' 

ELKOVOS' E1TAaCJ'E, 1rpo, OVS' a.1rla-rELAE TOV vi.ov av-rov TOV µovoyEvfj' ot, 
\ I I -. f3 \ I 't !\ \ ~ I .-. > I 't / 

-r71v EV ovpav't' aat11nav E7rTJYYEu,,a-ro Kat owaEt TOLS' aya7T7Jaaaiv av-rov. 

3. £1Ttyvo1k 0€ 71,VOS' oiEL 1rA71pw8~aEa8at xapii., ; ~ 7TWS' a.ya~CJ'ELS' TOV 

OV'TWS' 1rpoaya~aav-ra O'E; 4. a.ya~aas- 0€ f-LLJLT/~S' €CJ'll av-rov Tfj, 
XPT/O'T077l'TOS'. Ka, µ,➔ 0avµa.ans-, EL Suva-rat f-Ltf-LT/~S' av0pw7TOS' yEvi-

a8aL 8rnv. Suva-rat 01>..ov-ro, av-rov. 5. ov yap TO Ka-raSvvaaTEUELV 
_ \ , , .., , , \ , w f3 I\ 0 - , 0 , , .., , , 

TWV 1Tl\7ICJ'tOV OVOE TO 7TI\EOV EXELV OVI\ECJ' at TWV aa EVEO'TEpwv OVOE TO 

7TAOVTELV KaL {3ia{Ea0at TOVS' IJ7T00EE0'7,pOVS' EVOatµ,ovELV ECJ'TtV, OV0€ EV 

TOVTOLS' Svva-ra{ 'TtS' p.,tµ,~aaa0at 0Eov, a>..>..a -rav-ra EKTOS' Trj, EKELVOV 
\ I 6 )\\'., ' A \ / , <;,/ {3' n I .. µEya11ElOTT)TOS'. , al\/\ OCJ''TtS' TO TOV 1Tl\7IO'LOV avaoEXETaL apo,, OS' EV 'fJ 

KPELCJ'CJ'WV EO'TLV ETEpov TOV EAaTTOVf-LEVOV EVEPYETEtV e0i>..n, OS' a 1rapa. 

TOV 0rnv >..a{3wv EXEL, -rav-ra TOtS' £7TlOEOµivotS' xop71ywv 0EOS' ylvETaL TWV 
\ /3 I 'I' I , 0 A I 0 I I > ' 11aµ aVOV'TWV, OVTOS' fLtfl-,7)71/S' EO''Tt EOV, 7. TOTE EaCJ'n TvyxaVWV E1TL 

yij,, O'Tt 0EOS' EV ovpavo'i, 7TOALT(VETat, TOT€ /WO'T~pta 0wv AaAE'iv apfr,, 
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He did not hate us or repel us or remember our misdeeds, but 
was long-suffering, bore with us, Himself in mercy took on Him 
our sins, Himself gave up His own Son as a ransom for us, the 
holy One for the wicked, the innocent for the guilty, "the just for 
the unjust ", the incorruptible for the corruptible, the immortal for 
mortals. 3. For what else could cover our sins but his righteous­
ness? 4. In whom was it possible for us, wicked and impious as 
we were, to be justified, except in the Son of God alone? 5. O 
the sweet exchange, 0 work of God beyond all searching out, 0 
blessings past our expectation, that the· wickedness of many should 
be hidden in one righteous Man and the righteousness of the One 
should justify many wicked! 6. Having then convinced us in 
the former time of the powerlessness of our nature to gain life, 
and having now shown the Saviour in his power to save even 
powerless creatures, in both these ways His will was that we should 
believe His goodness, and regard Him as guardian, father, teacher, 
counsellor, healer, mind, light, honour, glory, strength, life, and 
have no anxiety about clothing and food. 1 

* Or 'at last'. 1 For the last clause see notes ad lac. 

X 

r. If you also long for this faith and first obtain knowledge of 
the Father ... 1 2. For God loved men for whose sake He made 
the world, to whom He subjected all things which are in the earth, 
to whom He gave reason, to whom He gave mind, whom alone 
He permitted to look upward to Him, whom He formed after His 
own image, to whom " He sent His only-begotten Son ", to whom 
He promised the kingdom which is in heaven-and He will give 
it to them that have loved Him. 3. And when you have this 
knowledge, with what joy, think you, will you be filled? Or 
how will you love Him who so first loved you ? 4. Loving Him 
you will imitate His goodness. And do not wonder that a man 
can become an imitator of God. By the will of God he can. 
5. For happiness lies not in lordship over one's neighbours, nor 
in the desire to have more than one's weaker brethren, nor in 
being rich and coercing the more needy. Not in these things can 
any man imitate God. Nay, these things are outside His majesty. 
6. But whosoever takes upon himself his neighbour's burden, 
whosoever wishes to benefit another who is poorer in that in which 
he himself is better off, whosoever by supplying to those in want 
the things which he has received and holds from God becomes a 
god to those who receive them-this man is an imitator of God. 
7. Then though your lot is on earth you will see that God lives 2 
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,O,e ToUs- 1<0Aa{oµ£vovs- J1rt T<p p,~ OEA.etv dpv~aaa0ar. 8e0v Kal dya­
r.rian, Kat 8cwµaan, • 7'07'E rfj, 0.7T0.'TT)> 7'0V Koaµov Kat rfj, 7T/\O.VTJS 
Ka.a)'11W<r[J, OTaV 7'0 0./\7J8w, £V ovpav<j; {i]v Jmyvcp,, OTav TOV OOKOVVTOS 
J1•8a8e 8ava.TOV Karncf,poVYjarJ>' OTaV TOV OVTW, BavaTOV q,of3TJ8fi,' OS 
,,,I.. \ I , "" 8 I l \ ,... \ ) I I\ \ 'f-'Vl\aaaeTaL Toi, KaTaKpt 7Jaoµevoi, ELS 7'0 1rvp To aiwviov, o 7'0VS 

1rapa808ivTa, avTcp µlxpi 7'E/\OV, KO/I.a.an. 8. 7'07'E 7'otk '07TOfLEVOV7'a, 

vr.Ep DLKaL001Jl'TJ> 8avµaaEL, 7'0 1rvp 7'0 1rpoaKatpov Kat µaKaplaet,, OTaV 
, - ' - , -EKELVO TO 7TVp E1TL')'Vlp>• 

X. I. 

2. 

6. 

7. 
8. 

Ka, >.a./3;1sl MS. Ka-ra.>.a/3. conj. Gebhardt. See note ad loc. 
civw] b. ci ... MS. ad h. 
av-rov] MS. ovpavov conj. Lachrnann. 
os ci] conj. van Hengel. ooa MS., h. 
<myvci)s] Lachmann, Bunsen. bnyvc!,or, MS. 
1Tpo0Ka<pov] conj. Sylburg. 1Tpoo ... MS. 
<myv0s] the MS. shows a lacuna and a comment. See note ad loc. 

XI. Ou f/va oµ.i>..w OVOE 1rapaAoyw, {TJTW, llia &.1roaT0Awv yev6-
µevo, µa871T7J, yivoµ.aL DLOaaKaAo, J8vwv • Ta 1rapaoo8ivTa &.giw, 
v9pe,w yivoµlvoi, &.>..T/8ews µ.a8TJTalS. 2. TLS yap op8w, oioax8d, 
KaL >..oycp 1rpoacf>t>..~, yev7J8et, OVK £1Tl{TJTEt aacf>w, µ.a8e'iv Ta Ola Aoyov 
onx0lvrn cf>avepw, µ.a8TJTO.LS, of, Jcf>avlpwaev o Aoyo, c/>avels, 1rapp7Jalq. 
>..a>..wv, V1TO &.1riaTWV µ~ voovµevo,, µa87JTai, OE OL7Jyovµevo,, or 7Tta7'0t 

Aoyia8/vTe, v1r' aUTOV eyvwaav 1TaTpo, µ.va~pta; 3. oJ xapLv a.11'€-
\ \ I o I ,J_ ~ " < \ \ - > 8 I <:' \ J /\ aTELI\E I\O')IOV' LVa Koaµcp 'f-'avn • o, V1TO l\aov aTLµaa EL,' Ota a1roaTOI\WV 

K7Jpvx8eis, V1TO e0vwv £1TLaTev87J. 4. OV7'0S O &.1r' apxi],, 0 KaLVOS 
.,/.. \ ' \ \ t 8 ' \ I I , t' I ~I I 'f-'avei, KaL 1reu1ato, evpe ei, Kai 1raVTOTE veo, ev aytwv Kapotai, yevvw-
µ.evo,. 5. OV7'0S O ad, 0 a7Jµ.epov vl.o, Aoyia8els, St' ov 7T/\OVTl{eTaL 
~ EKK/\rp{a Kat xapt, CL1T/\ovµiv7J EV dylot, 1T/\7J8vveTaL, 1rapexovaa vovv, 
<pa.vepovaa µvaTYjpLa, OtayyeMovaa. Ka.tpov,, xalpovaa £7Tt maTo'i,, £7TL­
(TJTOVaL owpovµ./v71, ol, opKLa 1riaTEw, OU 8paveTaL ovoe opta 1TaTepwv 

1rapop{(eTa.L. 6. eha cf,6f3o, v6µov 9-0eTaL, KaL 1rpO<pTJTWV xapi, yivw­
aKETO.L, KO.I, euayyeAiwv 1r{an, 'lopvTaL, KO.L &.1roaTO/\WV 1rap6.ooaL, 

cf>vAaaaETaL, KO.L EKK/\T)a{a, xa.pi, aKtpTq.. 7. ~v xaptv µ.~ /\V7TWV 
' , " \ I • \ - <:- , .. R I\ " 8 I\ 8 ., ' Er.tyVW<r[}, a I\O')IOS OfLLI\EL OL WV ,-,OVI\ETO.L, OTE E/\EL. • oaa yap 

8eA7Jµan TOV KEAEVOVTO, A6yov EKLV7)87JµEv efeL1TELV µeTa 1TOVOV, Jf 
aya.7TTJ, TWV Cl.7TOKa.Av<jJ0evTWV ~µiv yiv6µe0a. vµ.'iv KOLVwvot. 

XI. I. dfiws] conj. Hollenberg. dfio,s MS., h. 
2. 1Tpoorp,>.T)s y<vTJB<,s] Prud. M., Bunsen. 

1Tpoarp,A<i. y<vvTJB<,s MS. 
o,T/youµ,<vos] MS. conj. Lachmann 8,T/xovµ,<vos. 

5. opKta] conj. Lachmann. op,a MS. 
6. <KKA>7aias xap,s] MS. conj. Lachmann xapa. 
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in heaven, then you will begin to speak the mysteries of God, 
then you will both love and_ admire those who are being punished 
for their refusal to deny God, then you will condemn the deceit 
and error of the world, when you know what is the true life in 
heaven, when you despise the apparent death here below, when 
you fear the real death, which is kept for those that shall be con­
demned to the eternal fire, which shall punish up to the end those 
that were delivered to it. 8. Then you will admire those that 
endure for righteousness' sake the fire which is but for a season, and 
you will count them blessed when you know that other fire. 3 

1 For the apparent lacuna see note ad loc. 
2 Or' rules'. See note ad loc. 

XI 

3 See note ad toe. 

I. My discourse is not of strange matters, nor is my quest 
perverse; but having been a disciple of apostles I am become a 
teacher of the heathen. What has been handed down I minister 
worthily to those who are becoming disciples of the truth. 2. For 
who that has been rightly instructed and has become a lover of 
the Word does not seek to learn clearly the things that were 
openly shown by the Word to disciples, to whom the Word on 
his appearance manifested them, speaking plainly, not being 
perceived by unbelievers, but expounding them to disciples, 
who, deemed by him to be faithful, gained knowledge of the 
mysteries of the Father? 3. For which cause He sent the Word 
that he might appear to the world, who was dishonoured by the 
chosen people, proclaimed by the apostles, believed on by the 
heathen. 4. This is he who was from the beginning, who ap-

0

peared as new and was proved to be old, and being born in the 
hearts of the saints is ever young. 5. This is he who is the eternal 
one, who to-day was accounted a Son, through whom the Church 
is enriched and grace is unfolded and multiplied among the saints, 
grace which confers understanding, makes mysteries plain, an­
nounces seasons, rejoices over the faithful, is given to them that 
seek, that is, those by whom the pledges· of faith are not broken 
nor the decrees of the Fathers transgressed. 6. Then is the fear 
of the law sung, and the grace of the prophets is known, and the 
faith of the gospels is established, and the tradition of the apostles 
is guarded, and buoyant is the grace of the Church. 7. And if 
you do not grieve this grace you will understand what the Word 
speaks through those whom he chooses, when he will. 8. For in 
all things which we were moved to declare under stress, 1 by the 
will of the Word who commands us, we become sharers with you, 
out of love for what has been revealed unto us. 

1 I.it. 'with labour ', 
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XII 0 ~ • , , \ ,;, - " () " • LS" EV711XOVTES" KaL aKOVO"aVTES" fLETa 0"7TOV07JS" HO"EO" E, oaa 

7Tapixn o ()EDS" TOLS" c:iya1TWO"LV op0w,, OL YEVOJLEVOL 7Tapa.onao, Tpvc/,rj,, 
, - t. ,, '() ' - • ,, • • - ,, 

7TayKap7TVV \, VI\OV EV al\OVV avaTELl\aVTES" EV EaVTOLS"' 7TOLKLI\OLS" Kap'TTOIS 

KEKOO"fL7Jf-LEVOL. 2. £V yap TOVT<p Tcj:, xwp{cp (v>.ov yvwaEWS" Kai. (v>.ov 

~wrj, 7TEc/,VTEVTaL. ill' OU TO rrj, yvwaEw, c:ivaLpEi:, ill' ~ 7TapaKO~ 
~ ... 1 ~ \ \ ,, \ I r () \ > , , .-. /; /\ 

avalpEL. 3. OVOE yap aG7Jµ,a Ta yEypaµ,µ,Eva, WS" EOS" a7T apx71, !,VI\OV 
I ' i:_ ,, r - • , <:' , '-'-, <:' ' ,--

yvwaEWS" Kal s VI\OV .,,w71, EV f-LEG<p 1TapaoELO"OV E'l'VTEVO"E, Ola yvwaEw, 

iw~v £7Tl0ElKVVS" • fj JL~ Ka0apw, XP7JGO.fLEVOL OL a1r' apxrj, 7TAa.ll7) TOV 

ocpEwS" yeyvµ,vwVTaL. 4- OVOE yap {w~ avw yvwaEWS" OVOE yvwaL, 

c:iacf,aJ..~, avw {wrj, c:i>.710ov, • OLO 7TA7JO"LOV EKO.TEpov 7TEcpVTEVTaL. 5. ~v 

ovvap.,Lv £VL0WV o a1TOO"TOAOS" T1)V TE avEV c:i>.710Eta, 1rpoaTa.yµ,aTOS" Els­

{w➔v aaKOVf-LEV7JV yvwaLV fLEfLcpOfLEVOS" Myn. 'H yvwaL, cf,vaLOL, ~ OE 
c:iyct7T7) OlKOOOJLEL. 6. d yap voµ,l(wv EloivaL n aVEV yvwaEWS" c:i>.710ovs­

Kal µ,ap711p0Vf-L€V7JS" 'U7TO rrj, {wrj, OVK eyvw, 'U7TO TOV ocpEw, 'TTAavaTaL, 
', ' 'r- • ,;,, '-'-'R • ' 'r ' • r -JL7J aya7T7Jaa, TO .,,71v. 0 OE fLETa .,,o,-,ov E7TLyvov, KaL ':,W7]V E7TL':,7]TWV 

' • ,, ,.., ,I. , ' ,;, - " ' ,;, , -
E7T El\7TLOL .,,vTEVEL, Kap1rov 1rpoaoOKWV. 7- 7/TW O"OL KapoLa yvwaLS", 

iw➔ OE Aoyo, c:i>.710~,, xwpOVf-LEVOS". 8. oJ (v>.ov <pipwv Kat KUfi7TOV 
' - 1 ' ' ' • ' 0 ~ {) 1 ,,. ",I.. " ~ ·, ~' aLpwv Tpvy71ans- an Ta 7Tapa E<.p 'TTO OVJLEVa, WV o.,,Ls- ovx a1TTETaL OVOE 
, ' 'Y 's:-' E" -'-() ' ''' ' 0' ' 1Tl\av71 GVYXPWTL":,ETaL • OVOE va.,, ELpETaL, a/\1\a 1rap EVOS" 7TLO"TEVETaL • 

9. Kal O"WT1)pLOV OELKVVTaL, Kai. a7TOO"TOAOL O"VVETL{ovTaL, Kai. TO Kvplov 

7TO.O)(a 7TpOEPXETaL, Ka, KaLpo/. avva.yovTaL KaL fLETa KOO"fLOV apµ,o(oVTaL, 
, .., .., , , , • , , •-'- , s:- • .. ' .., t. "r .,. 

KaL owaaKWV aywv, 0 /\Oyos- Ev.,,paLVETaL, OL OV 1TaT7Jp 00!,a':,ETaL" 4:' 
~ oo(a ElS" TOVS" aiwva,. c:iµ,~v. 

XII. 3- fv>.ov yvwu•wr Kett] Bunsen inserts. 
8. a,pwv] conj. Otto (2nd ed.). . .. pwv MS. Kap1roii Jpwv b. 

1ro8ovJLEVa] MS. 1ropovJL•va b. dmopoVJL<Va conj. Bunsen. 
9. Ka,poi] conj. Sylburg. K7Jpo, MS. See note «d lac. 

apJLo{ov-ra,] b. apJL<>{<-ra, MS. 
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XII 

I. If you chance upon 1 these truths and listen earnestly ~ 
them you will know what things God provides for those who love 
Him right} y, who are become " a Paradise of delight ", raising 
up in themselves a tree all-fruitful and flourishing, and are adorned 
with divers fruits. z. For in this garden has been planted " the 
tree of knowledge and the tree of life". But the tree of know­
ledge does not kill ; disobedience kills. 3. For that which stands 
written is not without significance, how that God from the be­
ginning planted" the tree [of knowledge and the tree] of life in the 
midst of Paradise ", showing that life is through knowledge. Be­
cause our first parents did not make pure use of this knowledge 
they were left naked 2 by the deceit of the serpent. 4. For 
there can be neither life without knowledge nor sound knowledge 
without true life. Wherefore each (tree) stands planted near the 
other. 5. And when the Apostle saw the force of this, he blamed 
the knowledge which is exercised apart from the truth of the 
commandment which tends unto life, and said, " Knowledge 
puffeth up, but love edifieth ". 6. For he who thinks that he 
knows anything without knowledge that is true and attested by 
life has learned nothing, but he is deceived by the serpent, not 
having loved life. But he who has gained knowledge with fear 
and seeks after life plants in hope, expecting fruit. 7. Let your 
heart be knowledge, your life the true teaching received (into the 
heart). 8. If you bear the tree of this and pluck its fruit, you 
will ever gather in the things desired with 3 God, which the serpent 
does not touch and deceit does not taint ; and Eve is not cor­
rupted, but is believed on as a virgin. 9. And salvation is set 
forth, and apostles are given understanding , 4 and the Passover 
of the Lord advances, and the seasons 5 are gathered together 
and are arranged in order, and the Word rejoices in teaching the 
saints, the Word through whom the Father is glorified; to whom 
be glory for ever. Amen. 

1 Or' read'. See note ad lac. 
3 i.e. in the sight of God. See note ad lac. 
• See note ad lac. 

2 Or 'were deprived of it '. 

6 See note ad lac. 
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NOTES 

(A brief explanatory section is prefixed to each chapter as a guide to the thought 
of the Epistle.) 

• On the title of the Epistle, see above, page 5. 

I 

Diognetus, eager to be informed about the religion of the Christians, makes 
three pointed inquiries. The first of these, however, involves three dependent 
questions, which, though stated affirmatively, are virtually interrogative. The 
series, vihich we here repeat {see above, p. 5) for convenience, is as follows ; 

I. 'Who is the God the Christians trust in, and what is the nature of the 
won.hip they offer Hirn, that they are all led to (a) disregard the world and 
despise death, (b) deny those to be gods whom the Greeks consider as such, 
(c) refrain from the supen;tition of the Jews ? 

2. VVhat kind of affection is this that the Christians have for one another? 
3. \\ny has this new race or practice entered the world now and not 

formerly? 

The author approves Diognetus's zeal and asks God's favour for both speaker 
and hearer. 

How far these questions represent precise queries made by an inquirer is 
uncertain. As Ge:ffcken {p. 12) remarks, a demand to set forth the nature of 
the Christian God was general among the heathen. See Theophilus, ad A utol. 
i, 2 ; Origen, Con. Cels. vi, 66. We may suppose that the questions reflect some 
of the main issues raised in the mind of cultured pagans. The author's apologetic 
aim may account for their particular form ; it certainly determines the order of 
their treatment. He discusses first both pagan and Jewish worship, so as to 
bring out in sharp relief the religion of the Christians which he desires to commend. 
The major part of Question I is dealt with by implication in the discussion of 
r(b) and r(c) in chs. ii-iv, and more directly in vii ff. See also note on x, 7. 
Question 2 is answered generally in the exposition of the Christian manner of 
life (v-vi) ; it is significantly amended in the statements that ' they love all men ' 
{v, II), even their enemies (vi, 6). Question 3 falls into eh. viii and particularly 
within viii, 7-ix. 

'E11ELOTJ opw K'TA. The writer begins in the conventional manner by compli­
menting his addressee. Cf. the Letter of Aristeas addressed to Philocrates ; 
" I know that thou hast a mind in love with learning" (1. Cf. 5, 322). Similarly, 
Josephus, Antiq. i, 8, acknowledges the literary stimulus that he received from 
Epaphroditus, "a man who is a lover of every kind of learning". Melito writing 
to " his brother Onesimus" speaks in the same vein (Eus., H.E. iv, 26). 

The causal clause (.!1mo-iJ . . . avrwv), amplified by the intervening words 
-r,vL ... 11pr'n-<pov, leads up to the main sentence (<11100.!xoµal K-rA). Note the 
similar structural opening of Melito'-s letter (ibid.), and cf. Theophilus, ad Autol. 
ii, I, £1TELOTJ ... £yEVE'TO >.oyos T//L'" ... 1T<pi -rijs (hoa<f3<las µou .!t,B•µ11v OOL. 

Kpa.-rLOT< L!LoyvTJT•· The semi-technical term Kpa.na-ros, denoting status rather 
than moral character, is copimonly used in the inscr. and pap. in addressing meri 
of high official position. Cf. Acts xxiii, 26; xxiv, 3 ; xxvi, 25. As a polite form 
of addn,ss it was employed sometimes without especial regard to the rank of the 
addressee. For this more personal and even intimate nuance, cf. Dion. Hal. 
de orat. antiq. proem. : J, Kpa-rLa-r< 'Aµµa'i<. Nothing is known of Diognetus's 
rank or identity (assuming that a real person and not a literary fiction i& intended). 
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The name was not uncommon. See the evidence assembled by Otto, Epist. ad 
Diog. ( § 2 r f., 2nd eel.). The view of Stelkens and Kihn that it is a mere ap­
pellative ( = ' born of Zeus ') and that it referred to the emperor Hadrian is very 
improbable. Nor is the suggestion (Ceillier, Otto, Dra.seke, Molland) that. 
Diognetus may be identical with one of the tutors of Marcus Aurelius (cf. i, b) 
more than conjecture. Renan (Marc-A urele, p. 424) thinks that the tutor was 
not sufficiently famous to be the addressee, whom he holds to be a " personnage 
fictif sans doute ". The Epistle itself does not lend us the aid of any personal 
touches (as, e.g. Josephus, Con. Apion. ii, I : Ttµ.,cfrraT< µ.o, 'E'Tl'a,f,p68,-r<). since 
the name does not recur. We may surmise that Diognetus was a pagan of high 
but not necessarily official status, who was interested in the Christian religion and 
evidently had some knowledge of Jewish worship. The ,cpa.T«rr• 0,6,f,,A• of Lk. 
i, 3 is a parallel to this personal sense of the title. See Meyer, Ursprung und 
Anfange, i, pp. 6 f., Cadbury in Beginnings, II, pp. 505 ff. 

The author whilst respectful is no less candid; Diognetus must shed all pre­
judice and use his intelligence (ii, 1) ! 

On the custom of dedicating books to individuals, see p. 8. 
v'Tl'<p<a'Tl'o1JOaK0Ta. Idiomatic participle (cf. 71'1JV0avoµ.•vov) after a verb of 

perception (opw). Cf. vii, 8 ('11'A<ova{ov-rar). For in.fin. (µ.a0•i.v) cf. Menander, 
Sam. 4 V1TEpEa1To1J8aKwr -ra TOV yaµ.ou 1rpa-r-rnv, Josephus, Aniiq. xv, 69 
V'Tl'Epw1rou8aKwr . . em8,i.{a,. Beurer's copy read ws V'Tl'Ep<a1rouoa,c0Ta. See 
Otto, 158 f. 

T¥ 0EOa</3nav. This class. word and the late cognate verb are favourite terms 
of the author (iii, I al.). Cf. Sir. i, 25; I Tim. ii, 10 (here only in N.T.). It is 
common in the apologists to denote the distinctive ' religion ' of the Christians, 
which, according to Diognetus (vi, 4), is invisible, being a µ.u<Tr17p,ov not learned 
from man (iv, 6; v, 3). On the name Xp,anavo{ see Cadbury in Beginnings, V, 
383 ff. 

1ravu. Goes with both advbs., as in 2 Mace. xii, 43. Note the effective change 
from the .per£. participle (v'11'Epw'Tl'ou8aKo-ra) to the present (1ruv0avoµ.•vov) 'are 
exceedingly zealous ' (existing state) ... 'are making inquiry' (action in 
progress). Cf. 1rE1ro,0oTEf ... 0p71aK<vov-r•r (below). For 1ruv0avoµ.a, 1r•p•, 
cf. Esth. vi, 4 ; Acts xxiii, 20; P. Oxy. VI, 930 (ii-iii A.D.) 'Tl'1J0fo0a, 'Tl'Ep, Tij, 
Vylas aou. 

-rlvr. . . . "IT£1To1.0 6TES. 

e1rt Tov 0,ov (or T~ II.~) 
xxxii, 24; 2 Cor. x, 7. 

The usual constructions in the Gk. Bible are 1re1ro,9a 
or ev ""P''1'· For the simple dat. (of person), cf. Sir. 

8p1JaKe'VoVTES aV'TOv -r6v T£ ,cOaµ.ov. So Lachmann, Bunsen, and others. aV'TOv 
Koaµ.ov TE (Krenke!), au-rov TE Koaµ.ov (others). Stephanus conjectures au-rov TE 

Tav Koaµ.ov. In the Gk. Bible 8p71aKEvw is confined to Wisdom (xi, 15; xiv, 17), 
both passages in a derogatory setting. Similarly 8p71aKE<a (cf. Wisd. xiv, 18, 27, 
of the worship of idols) is not commonly used of Christians. Note, however, 
Jas. i, 26 f. (see Mayor's note) and Clem. Hom. vii, 8, ~ u1ro 8EOii op,a8eiaa 0p71a1«ia. 
The terms usually denote the ritual and external aspect of worship. Cl. ii, 8, 
iii, 2; and see Hatch, Essays, pp. 55 ff., Trench, Synonyms, § xlviii. For da;.,.os 
see note on vi, 1. 

V'Tl'Epopwa,. 'They disregard', 'make light of'. Cf. 2 Mace. vii, ·II, 23. 
In the N.T. only in Acts xvii, 30 in the extended sense ('overlook'). The meaning 
is that in virtue of their faith (1rE'Tl'o,80-r<r) and cul/us (8p71aK<vov-r<s) they are led 
to condemn the world and despise death, etc. The Christians' disregard of death 
would contrast the more strikingly with the wide and deep-seated fear of death 
which pervaded the ancient world. See E. R. Beva'n, Hellenism and Christianity, 
pp. 81 f. Early Christian writers base the Christian contempt of death on various 
grounds. "Those with Peter " are led to defiance of death by their conta.ct with 
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the revivified flesh of Jesus (Ign., Smyrn. iii). For Just. Mart. it lies in the ex­
pectation of a divine future kingdom and in the fact that death is inevitable 
(Apo!. i, 11-12, 39, 57; ii, u-12). Cf. also Acts of Apollonius, §§ 25-28. 

Marcus Aurelius (xi, 3) attributes the Christians' s<,:orn of death to their irrational 
obstinacy, while Lucian of Samosata (The Passing of Peregrinus, 13) bases it 
on their conviction that they are immortal for all time. For our author it is 
explained by the divine presence (1ra.pouo-ia) that sustains the martyr (vii, 7-9), and 
the transcendence of the ' apparent ' death of this world by knowledge of ' the 
true life of heaven ' (x, 7). So also the Christians' slighting of the world (cf. 
I John ii, 15 ff. ; v, 19) is familiar in the literature of the period. Cf. the ·parallel 
in Just. Mart., Dial. 119: µ,Exp, ToU 0.1ro8v~a,cnv 1r<iu, Tots iv-rip K6aµ,q, d.1Tt-rafCl.µt8a 
(cited in Otto, p. 159). 

oiin ... ,f,u>.&.o-o-ovo-,. Cf. Eus., Dem. Evang. I, vi, 62-3, who speaks of a 
third division (i.e. Christians) which, " as it has escaped Greek godlessness ... 
so it has left behind Jewish unprofitable observances", etc. For the Christian 
refusal to acknowledge heathen gods see below (ii, 6, ro). The heathen turned 
the tables on the Christians by charging them with' atheism ', an inference drawn 
from the fact that the Christians neither set up images nor offered sacrifice. For 
Christian replies to the charge, see Just. Mart., Apol. i, 6 and 13 ; Athenagoras, 
Suppl. 4 ; Tertullian, Apol. 24. 

Tovs voµ,,{oµ,&ous ... liEovs. For the common classical voµ,l,£<v l!rnvs (Xen. 
Mem. i, 1 al.), cf. ii, I ; Wisd. xiii, 2. Twv 'E>.>.1vwv, i.e. the Gentiles. So also 
v, 17. For this sense of the term, cf. Acts xiv, 1 ; Gal. iii, 28. See notes by 
Lightfoot on Col. iii, 11 and Swete on Mark vii, 26. The art. occurs here and in 
iii, 3, but not in v, 17. 'Iovoalwv generally without the art. as a collective term. 
Cf. iii, l, 2; iv, 6; Acts xxv, ro; xxvi, 2, and frequently in the Pauline Epistles, 
So with Xp,O"T<a.vol (ii, 6, ro ; iv, 6 al.). 

0£<o-,Sa.tµ.ovlav. Per se the term is morally neutral. Cf. Acts xxv, 19 (of the 
Jews). Most modem translators incline to the good sense (cf. Josephus, Antiq. 
x, 42) in Acts xvii, 22 (adj.), as against R. V., Field (Notes, pp. 125 ff.), Hatch 
(Essays, pp. 43 ff.). Here the sense is derogatory as appears from iv, I (' super­
stition about the Sabbath'). See notes in Gildersleeve (pp. 238 f.) ; Lake 
and Cadbury, Beginnings, IV, 214 f., 3II ; Blakeney (p. 32) ; Moulton-Howard, 
Gram. p. 291. 

,f,vM.o-uovu,. 'They keep ', 'observe'. For the act. in this sense cf. John 
xii, 47. In LXX and N.T. we find both mid. (Mk. x, 20) and act. (Gen. xxvi, 5) 
in this meaning. See Bl.-Deb. § 316, I. 

,f,,>.oO"Top-ylav. Practically a Ko,v1 word, being first found in Xen. (Cyrop. i, 
4, 3). It is appropriately used of strong family love (4 Mace. xv, 6, 9) and so 
here of Christians as a family. Cf. Rom. xii, 10 (adj.). Diod. Sic. iv, 44, 1 

defines it as ~ ,f,vu<KTJ Twv -yovewv Eis T<Kva q,,>.oO"Topyla. Minucius Felix (Octavius 
ix, 2) includes among charges made against Christians that" they love one another 
after the briefest acquaintance ". It is interesting to see how our author turns 
this particular query of Diognetus by asserting the love of Christians for all men, 
even enemies (v, II ; vi, 6). 

Ka,vov ... i1r,,,.10<1,µ,a. yevos either 'kind' (Wisd. xix, 21 ; Matt. xiii, 47, 
and often in pap.), or, more probably,' race' (1 Peter ii, 9). Jm,,.1ornµ,a 'practice,' 
' mode of life ', frequent in LXX (Ezek. xx, 44 al.). 

For Christians as a new yevos (cf. Ka,vos a,l!pw1ros, ii, 1) see chs. v, ix, where its 
character is set forth. See also Origen, Con. Gels. i, 26 and the references in 
Otto's note (160). Add Aristides, Apol. xvi, 4 (Syr.), "truly this people (i.e. 
Christians) is a new people", Amobius, Adv. Gent. ii, 69, " but our name is 
new (we are told). and the religion which we follow arose but a few days ago ", 
The heathen found it difficult to place the Christians and their novel faith. 
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Harnack (Expansion, I, 247 ff.) has pointed out that Diognetus's classification into 
three peoples (Jews, Greeks, Christians) goes back to the threefold division of 
worshippers in John iv, 21 f. This classification is taken up in the Preaching of 
Peter (in Clem. Alex., Strom. vi, 5, 39 and 41), which asserts that Christians are a 
new or third y.!vos : " a new covenant He has made with us, for that of the Greeks 
and Jews is old, but ye who worship Him anew in the third manner are Christians", 
i.e. of the three classes Christianity is the new or third genus of worship. Diognetus 
takes the further step and separates into three pe~les. The threefold classification 
lends some support to the Greek text of Aristides, Apol. ii, which Geffcken (Zwei 
griech. Apol. 46) and F. C. Burkitt (Camb. Ancient Hist. XII, 464, n. 1) accept as 
original. The Syriac and Armenian versions of Aristides have a fourfold division 
(Barbarians, Greeks, Jews, Christians). The idea may derive ultimately from 
l Peter ii, 9 f. Cf. also I Cor. x, 32 (Jews, Greeks, the Church of God). 

Tov {3lov. Used apparently in the late sense 'world' (of men). Cf. Philo, de 
post. Caini, 2, and (probably) Wisd. x, 8; xiv, 2r. Cf. 4 Mace. xvii, 14 : 
o Twv a.v/Jpcfnrwv f3los l/J«l,pn. In Diognetus, v, 2 (' manner of life ') ; v, 4 (' liveli­
hood '). 

viiv Kai ou 1Tpcrr,pov. For the question why Christianity had not appeared 
earlier, see Origen, Con. Gels. iv, 7 : "after so long a period of time, then, did 
God now bethink Himself of making men live righteous lives, but neglect to 
do so before ? To which we answer that there never was a time when God did 
not wish to make men live righteous lives". Cf. also vi, 78. Arnobius, Adv. 
Gent. ii, 75, dealing with the question" why was the Saviour sent forth so late)", 
argues that there are fitting seasons for the relief of particular moral conditions 
and that God judged the period when He sent forth Christ to be proper to man's 
need at that time. 

a.1ToS.!xoµ.a{ c. acc. of person and genit. of source, after the pattern of /Javµ.a.{w 
TLVO.TLVOS (Thuc. vi, 36). Cf. P. Oxy. IV, 705 69 0.1ToS,x6µ.,/Ja a, TOIITT/<;T~S lmooa,w,. 
Gildersleeve calls attenti_on to the respectful tone of the word here and in Acts 
xxiv, 3. The commendation of the ' hearer ' is conventional. Cf. Cyprian, 
ad Donatum, 1 : " a listener, too, with an eagerness proportioned to your affection ". 
For the MS: rdg. y, Bunsen, Scheibe, and others conjecture -r,. The two particles 
are often interchanged by the scribes. See Otto on Just. Mart., Apol. i, 4, n. 2. 

1Tapo. Toii /J,oii ... alToiiµ.a,. _Puech (p. 253) thinks that this is a recollection, 
probably conscious, of the traditional formula bv which ancient Attic writers 
won the goodwill of their hearers. Otto (p. 160) points out the similar prayer 
at the beginning of the Cohort. ad Gent., where, he thinks, the author imitates the 
exordium of Demosthenes, de Corona. Prayer at the beginning of an oration was 
not unusual among the ancients. Cf. the opening of Lycurgus's speech against 
Leocrates. The formula may well have been adapted to their own use by 
Christian writers. See note on p. 34. The mid. (a,Toiiµ.a.) perhaps emphasizes 
the earnestness of the action. See Mayor on Jas. iv, 3 f., Moulton, Proleg. 160 f. 

xop11yoiiv-ros. Frequent of divine 'supply', as in iii, 4. Cf. Sir. i, 26; 2 Cor. 
ix, 10. See Blakeney's note (p. 34). 

/iv a.Kouaav-ra a,. So Bunsen, Gildersleeve, Lake, and others, against the MS. 
av aKoiiaai a,. The participle is clearly to be preferred, to correspond to .l1rovra, 
just as ,,.,,iv and aKoiiaa, answer to each other. We then have .l1r,'iv and Tov 
,l.,&v-ra (of the writer) in antithesis to aKouaav-ra and aKoiiaa, (of Diognetus). 
Otto and other edd. prefer to read Tov aKouaav-ra, substituting the art. for civ 
and the participle for aKoiiaai a,, thus securing a complete correspondence (Tov 
a.Kouaav-ra ... Tov .l1r&v-ra). Scheibe follows Otto but would retain civ, con­
necting it with y.!v,a/Jai to denote the future. 

{3,>.Tiw = fJ,>.Tiova (acc. masc. sing.). Cf. 13,>.Tiw y,yov&Ta (Plato, Gorgias, 
514E). 
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uo, .,.,_ Against Stephanus's conjecture 8, (balancing £/J,ol /J,Ev) Otto cites 

passages where a n (or 1<a{) balances a /J,EV. On the other hand, our author regu­
lar!)· emplovs the familiar antithesis ,,,,v ... 8' (ii, 2; iii, 5 al.). 

The implication of the prayer (' I ask of God', etc.) is that man, apart from 
divine ai,I, is unable to speak about God (cf. iv, 6 sub fin.). We may compare 
the probable interpretation of the Greek text of the A.po/. of A.ristides (ii init.) : 
ToV'Twv oV-rw·f Eip17,u£vwv '11'£pl 8coV, Ka8Ws Eµ,i. fxWp.,,aE w£p1. aV,-oV ,\£ynv. 

For the twofold division into speaker and hearer and prayer offered on behalf of 
both, cf. Hippolytus, de Antichristo, 2 (sub fin.) : 'since, then, in this there is a 
work assigned to both parties together, viz. to him who speaks, that he speak forth 
faithfully -..;thout regard to risk, and to him who hears, that he hear and receive 
in faith that which is spoken, I beseech you to strive together with me in prayer 
to God ' (S. D. F. Salmond's trans.). 

II 

Pagan idolatry and Jewish superstition must alike be dismissed before the 
faith and practice of the Christians is expounded. See above, pp. 31 ff. Polemics 
against idol-worship are abundant in both Jewish and· Christian literature (see 
references on 1-'· 31). Our author follows the conventional mode of attack. 
He has little or nothing fresh to say, but says it with some warmth and severity 
in a series of rhetorical questions. What impresses his mind is not so much the 
wickedness of idolatry as its absurdity (cf. iii, 3). 

1. a.y• 01. Interjectional, as often in Homer. Cf. Judg. xix, 6 B (apta.,,,•vos-
A) and a.y• viiv (Jas. iv, 13; v, 1). 

Ka9&.pas- K7A. The language is perhaps reminiscent of Eph. iv, 22-24 (note 
Ka,vos a.v9pomos, the influence of aw&.-r71, and .if apxf/s- which may be a terse way 
of expressing the idea of man's original endowment Ka-ra 9•ov stated in Eph. iv, 24. 

Cf. Paul's Kau,.;, K7iu,; (2 Cor. v, 17; Gal. vi, 15)). Geffcken cites Clem. Alex., 
Prot.-ept., p. 10, 8 ff. (Stahlin) : (71) OE .l woO•is- lo.iv WS' aA719ws- TOV 0.&v, Ka9apuiwv 
,,,..,.a>..&.,,,{3av• 9•owp<wwv ... Note Att. Ka9aipw, not Hellenistic Ka9api(w. 
Ka9aipw in LXX (3) and N.T. (1 simplex and 3 in compound form). • 

Aoy,u/J,wv. In class. usage the word has a morally neutral sense, 'reasoning'. 
So ii, 9 (sing.). The present context favours the bad sense frequently found in 
H. Gk. (cf. Wisd. i, 3, 5 ; xi, 15 ; 2 Cor. x, 4). 

ciwa-rwua.v. The simple verb is infrequent in later Gk. But see Gen. iii, 13 al., 
Eph. v, 6. See M.M., Vocab. p. 54. 

uuv19«av. The term may refer to pagan 'custom ' in general. But in view 
of the following polemic it probably relates to the ' habit ' of idol-worship. 
uuv19«a is frequent in Clem. Alex., Protrept. in this sense (see pp. 62 f.). Cf. I Cor. 
viii, 7 for a similar connexion. In LXX the term is confined to 4 Mace. (qua/er). 
Diognetus must free himself alike from general preconceptions (>..oy,u/J,wv) and 
a particular habit (uuv10«av). 

awoa1<<vaua.,,,<vos. A vivid figurative use, 'having packed off ' (of baggage). 
It is perhaps the author's equivalent of Paul's awo9fo0a., if he has the Ephesian 
passage (iv, 22) in mind. Cf. Polyb. ii, 26, 2, -raii-ra o' a7T0<71(€Vil<1il/J,EVOUS', 'having 
got rid of these encumbrances ', Athenagoras, Suppl. 9, owws /J,£Ta. -rov 
wpou1Kov-ro; >..oyw/J,Ov -r~v Ka9' TJ/J,as- •w1p«av awouKtvau7109,. A late word used 
literally in the Gk. Bible (only in Lev. xiv, 36 act., and Acts xxi, 15 v.l.). See 
Ditt., Syll.• 588, 50; 633, 65. 

•t apxijs. Cf. viii, II (in xi, 4 aw' apxf/s-). For the Gk. Bible cf. Sir. XV, 14; 
John vi, 64, ,i.,,' apxf/s- being much more frequent. 

ws- a.v . ,uo,,,oo;. A rare construction. See Gildersleeve's note (240 f.), 
and add P. Par. 26 (163-2 B.c.) : uw,o«tav ws a.v <trraK-r71971uo/J,<vwv 'TJl''v -rwv 
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«a/171,caVTwv (cited in Milligan, Selections, pp. I4 f.). For ws av, c. pres. participle, 
cf. 2 Mace. i, II; xii, 4. 

,\ayov ,rn,voiJ. Por the significance of the epithret 'new' (' a new race', 'a 
new man',' a new story'}, see pp. <J4 f. Cf. Clem. Alex., Paedag. i, .5, 20: Xf"T/ yap 
,lva, ,ca,vous -rous ,\6yov KatvoiJ /J,ETEt,\71,f,o-ras. The author's use of the term 
,\6yos reflects its elasticity of meaning. (r) 'story', 'narrative' (ii, r) ; (2) 
'statement', 'argument' (iv, I ; viii, 2, 3) ; (3) 'word', 'teaching' (vii, 2; 
xii, 7); (4) 'reason' (x, 2) ; (5) 'the Word ' (xi, 2, 3, 7; xii, 9). 

«alla.-rr<p. Cf. iii, 3 ; vii, 2. "Thoroughly Attic and a slight literary touch " 
(Robertson, Gram. p. 967). Cf. Gen. xii, 4. In N.T. I7 times, all in Paul (Rom. 
iv, 6 al.), except Heb. iv, 2. The «al strengthens the correspondence indicated 
by «a.0&.-rr,p (cf. 2 Cor. i, 14). 

wµ0Aay71aa.s, i.e. implicitly in Diognetus's third question about the 'new 
race or practice ' (i). 

ilk The zeugma (i'S< relating to both oq,1/a,\µois and q,pov71a<t} is natural. 
Cf. "the mind's eye". i.'lle has its imperatival force here (cf. Is. lxix, 18; Rom. 
xi, 22), though frequently it is stereotyped into an interjection (cf. Mk. xv, 35). 
Cf. ay• (ii, 1). For the accent on ,ll, seep. 12. 

v-rroo-ra.aews, 'substance ' or • real nature ' (cf. Heb. i, 3 R.V.), "'5 opposed to 
'form' (e,llovs). It is practically synonymous here with v,\71 (ii, 3), which in 
Aristotle is often contrasted with ,lllos. Note µopq,71 (ii, 3). For the ,rllos of 
divine beings cf. Is. liii, 2 f. ; John v, 37. 

-rvyx&.vovaiv. Abs. use, practically equivalent to «a,v. Cf. v, 8 ; Xen., 
A nab. iii, I, 3; Tob. v, I4; P. Oxy. VII, ro7018 (iii/A.D.) : av av-r~ µ.71-r71p 
-rvyx&.vovaa -roV TIKVOV. 

ep«-r<. The use of the future here rather than the present (cf. the correlative 
voµ.{{,-r<} has led to various conjectures: a{pei-re (Sylburg), alv,t-r, (Lachmann). 
But <pw sometimes bears in later usage (possibly earlier. Cf. Aesch., Eumen. 45) 
a present sense. Cf. Athenaeus, Deipn. 400a. Note the transition to the plur. 
lpei-r<, voµ.{{e-r<. For the most part in addressing Diognetus the sing. is used 
(i; ii, I ; iii, I, etc.) ; but the plur. occurs here and in ii, 5 f., perhaps suggestive 
of Diognetus as a representative of the pagan world. This alternation of sing. 
and plur. occurs also in xi-xii. Cf. xi, 7 with xi, 8 uµ.iv, xii, r with xii, 7 f. 

Otto points out that the ' substance ' (v-rrao-raa,s) is illustrated in the following 
section, 'is not one a stone ... iron and fire' (2-3), and the 'form ' (erllos) 
in the words ' have they not been forged ... in process of decay ' (3-4) ; then 
the words ' whom you declare and esteem to be gods ' are taken up in the 
phrases• these things ... you worship' (5). 

2. Now follows a series of rhetorical questions which imply an affirmative 
answer, the initial ovx controlling the correlative clauses which follow. For this 
stylistic feature, see p. I3-

o µ.Iv -r,s ... o Ill. The pleonastic ns in this locution is frequent in Xen. 
(Cyrop. iii, I, 41 al.). See below, viii, 2, ol µ.Iv -r,v,s ... ol ll' ... ol ll', with 
which cf. Just. Mart., Dial. 35 ; ol µIv TtVES KaAouµ.evo, 1vf ap«iavo{, o{ /le OvaA,v-r,v,avo{ 

KTA. 
KpElaawv. On the spelling, see p. I r. 
-rwv ... «<xaA«rnµ.lvwv a«<vwv. Genit. of comparison. Cf. -rou 

«a-r<a«rnaaµ.lvov (below). The phrase is amplified in 3 (u-rro a,ll71pou 
«<)(M«<vµ.lva). Note in this and the following section the perf. participles of 
existing state. For ds -r~v )(pija,v ~µ.iv cf. iv, 2. 

a,a11-rras. In the passive sense, 'rotted'. Cf. Job xvi, 7, and for the meta­
phorical usage Jas. v, 2 (of wealth). Note a71-rraµeva (ii, 4), and for the habit of 
style, see p. 14. 

0 /le apyvpos ... «,\a-rrfi. Again the thought is repeated in § 7 (sub fin.). 

7 



THE EPISTLE TO DIOGNETUS 

The iclC'a of gods being stolen is frequent. Cf. Ep. of Jeremiah, 57 ff. ; Aris­
tides, A pal. iii, 2; Clem. Recogn. v, 15 (cited under ii, 7 below). 

For .,-oi) cf,v>.cifm.,.os (so the MS. and some edd.) Stephanus prefers to read 
.,.o;; cf,v>.cifo,.,.os, the future participle expressing purpose (cf. Acts viii, 27 al.). 
So also Otto and Geffcken. The aorist participle may indeed be used in Hellenis­
tic Greek in a futuristic or purposive sense. See arts. by C. D. Chambers and 
W. F. Howard in j.T.S. xxiv (1923), pp. 183 ff. The present occurrence, how­
ever, is not parallel to the usage there illustrated, since the aorist participle here 
is not conjoined with a main finite verb (of motion or appointment). If the 
aorist participle be read here, it may reflect its timeless use. Cf. Gen. iv, 15 ; 
John xvi, 2 (1ras o o.1roKTdvas). But the change to the future participle is very 
slight. 

The art. marks the attributive character of the participial clause. Cf. I 

Peter i, 7 (xpvalov .,.o;; a.1ro>.>.vµooov). 
v1ro iov, the ' rust • being viewed as an inanimate agent. Cf. v1ro a,611pov 

,ea, 1rvpos (ii, 3). Cf. Xen., A nab. i, 5, 5; Matt. xi, 7. For l&s = •rust', cf. 
jas. V, 3. 

ou6iv ... £u1rpnuanpov. The passage shows some verbal similarity to 
'Wisd. xiii, nb. 1rp&s is a stylistic variation of £ls (ds 'T'TJV xpija,v) above. Cf. 
Paul's " a vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour " ( a.TLµla, Rom. ix, 
21), and 2 Tim. ii, 20. 

3f. These • gods • of perishable material were moulded by men, to whom they 
owe their particular shapes. The implication is that to worship such gods is 
to honour the created thing rather than its creator (cf. Rom. i, 25). .Aristicles, 
Apo!. iii, makes the point openly:-" he who creates is greater than that which is 
created ". So also Athenagoras, Suppl. • 16: "how can I call those objects 
gods of which I know the makers to be men ? " 

ou cf,9ap-rijs . 1r&.vra ; cf. ii, 4 : ou 1ro.vra cf,9npoµ£va; see note on style, 
p. 13. 

o µiv . . . o 6i. There is no need to write o µiv . . . o 6i, as Funk. The 
use in these correlative clauses of the relative with demonstrative force is common 
in prose after Demosthenes. See iv, 2, 5 ; Polyb. i, 7, 3 ; Matt. xxi, 35, etc. 

) .. 9ot&os, ·sculptor'. Late word. Cf. Plut., Mor. 74E, and inscr. For 
a.pyvpoK01ros • silversmith ', cf. Plut., Mor. 830E : xpvaoxoovs Kat a.pyvpoK61rovs, 
Jer. vi, 29, Acts xix, 24, 
• The list of the four artiiicers answers to four of the six materials specified in 
§ 2, tv>.ov and alo71pos being left without their corresponding craftsmen. But, 

as Otto acutely observes, they are covered by the phrase v,ro a,611pov Kai 1rvpos, 
"since wood needs the service of iron implements (e.g. the axe) and iron needs 
that of fire ". 

,1r>.aaoo. The verb goes with all four subjects though more appropriately 
with K£paµ£vs (cf. Wisd. xv, 7). It is used of God, below (x, 2). 

ou 1rp,v ~ K'TA. For the thought see Ep. of ]er. 45. 1rptv 1j (cf. 1rplv, viii, I) 
is only occasional in Att. prose, though frequent in Hdt. and common in late Gk. 
Cf. Exod. i, 19; Matt. i, 18; Just. Mart. Apol. i, 23, 30. The infin. here with 
wplv (after the negative principal sentence) may be explained by the facts that 
(r) the initial ou postulates an affirmative answer to the question, making the 
sentence virtually positive, (2) the 1rpiv 1j clause precedes the main sentence, 
suggesting that the temporal idea (' before ') is dominant in the writer's mind 
(cf. Mk. xiv, 30) . 

.,.ovrwv (the artificers) ... Tovrwv (the gods). Lightfoot and Geffcken (after 
Bohl) emend the latter pronoun to Tavr71v. 

~v <Kaa'Tov ... µ£Taµ£µopcf,wµ1vov ; the text is corrupt and difficult. See 
trans. above. <Kaa-rov is read by most edd. for the MS. <Kaf!'TOS, For ;.,., Kai 
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vDv Lachmann substitutes ,l,ca.(«v, which Bunsen accepts. So also Lightfoot, 
getting the general' sense "made to resemble these several utensils". Geffcken 
suggests o, n Ka! vuv. Gildersleeve with some reserve inserts w, heforc in Ka< 

vuv, "as still happens ". The drift of the passage is clear, viz., that these ' g-ods • 
owe their form to the caprice of the craftsman. He first roughly shaped his 
material and then formed it into an idol, although he was free (and is so now) to 
mould it into any form that he desired. Accordingly, the same material which now 
serves to make vessels of ordinary use could be shaped by the craftsman int0 a 
·god'. Cf. Horace, Satires i, 8 (ad init.). 

<Ka.aT<p, dat. of agent (' by each artificer ') after the per!. participle pass. 
(µ.•Taµ.•µ.op,f,wµhov}. For µ.<Taµ.op,f,ow, cf. Rom. xii, 2. 

Ta viiv. The following sentence Ta viJv ... ,rpoaKvvoJµ.<va. suggests that 
viiv here goes with ov-ra rather than with ylvo,T' civ. 

For ylvo,T' civ (potential opt.), cf. 8Jva,T' civ (4). See p. 12. 

To,ovro,s, i.e. the objects fashioned into the shape of gods. Cf. ii, ro. 
4. Conversely it would surely be possible for these ' gods' now worshipped by 

you to be converted by the craftsmen into such vessels. 
vµ.wv. So Stephanus for the MS. ~µ.wv. 
Kw,f,a. The word means both 'dumb• and •deaf'. Cf. iii, 3, 5. The 

'dumbness• of idols is frequently remarked. Cf. Habakkuk ii, 18 ; 1 Cor. xii, 
2; Sib. Orac. v, 84, etc. So also their a.va,aB.,,ala (cf. iii, 3). Cf. Aristec,.s 135: 
"obviously the images lack feeling" ('"Iv a.va,aB.,,a,a.v). For ciif,vxa., cf. Wisd. xiii, 
17; xiv, 29. 

Note the three adj. in &.-privative. Seep. 15. 
5. It is difficult to decide whether the sentences of § § 5-6 are affirmative or 

interrogative. Most edd. and translators take the former view, Lake the latter. 
It is perhaps a point in favour of the affirmative rendering that all the rhetorical 
questions ( § § 2-4, 7) are put in the negative form. To think that you call such 
inanimate things gods and then serve and worship them! It is the irrationality 
of idol-worship that impresses the author, but he goes on to point out its psycho­
logical effect, viz., that the worshipper becomes like the idol, void of feeling and 
liable to decay. Thus in a double sense he provides an a.,f,poauvTJ, 8,,yµ.a. (iii, 3), 
because he regards mere things without life and motion as gods, and thereby 
shares their nature. 

Otto suggests that the thought of the worshipper's conformity to the idol goes 
back to Ps. cxv, 8 (cxiii, 16 LXX. Cf. cxxxiv, 18). Funk compares Clem. 
Recogn. v, 15 : " but I sl;>.ould like if those who worship idols would tell me if they 
wish to become like those whom they worship ", etc. For our author as for the 
Psalmist the ' likeness ' consists in mental rather than moral degradation. 
Idolatry leads to aesthetic failure, incapacity to perceive that the idol is nothing 
but a mere moulded form. Cf. Clem. Alex., Protrept. iv, 48, 3 f. : "you 
exercise no care to guard against your becoming like images for stupidity " 
( 8, a.va,a01/aiav). 

Taii-ra ... Tovro,s ... Totrrot,. The emphasis and reiteration are impressive. 
Cf. ii, 9 ; vii, 9. In H.Gk. -rrpoaKvv<w takes either acc. or dat. (Gen. xxiv, 26 ; 
John iv, 23). TEArnv. An adv. use found in late prose (Lucian, Clem. Alex., 
3 Mace. i, 22, pap.). Either 'in the end • (so Lightfoot, Lake) or ' completely ' 
( = T<A<ws. So Otto). Cf. Just. Mart., Apol. i, 29 and 62. l(oµ.o,ova0< (Hdt., 
Plato). Cf. 2 Mace. iv, 16; Epict. i, 2, 18; Just. Mart., Apol. i, 6. 

6. 8,a Toii-ro ... on KTA. The demonstrative is expanded by the on clause : 
" for this reason, namely ", etc. Cf. Is. xxiv, 6; John v, 16. For the hatred of 
Christians see note on ouT< ... ,f,v>.a.aaova, (i). and cf. v, 17 ; vi, 5. For the 
omission of the art. with Xp.a-r,avou; see note (i). 

7-8. You are deluding yourself. Your worship means not praise but con­
tempt for the gods. For, to discriminate between· your idol-gods, setting close 
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~u:ud over ~ome but not others-this is not to worship but to ridicule and to 
in~ult them. And the gods themselves, if they have powers of perception, will 
not be decc-in·d bv your homage, but will feel aggrieved (Ko,\cf(,n) by such dis­
crimination. If, on the other hand, they lack perception, by worshipping them 
"·ith hlood and steaming fat you are really showing them up (JMyxov-r<S) for 
what thev are, mere insensible idols. For a kindred view see Tertullian, Apol. 12. 

vµ.,'is . . o,oµ.£Vot. The text is uncertain. The MS. reads o/ vuv voµ.l(ovns 
Ka< o,oµ.<vo,. Otto substitutes a,{36µ.,vo, for oioµ.,vo,. So also Lightfoot and 
Geffcken. Bunsen, following Lachmann, reads vµ.<'is yop aiv,,v (for o/ vuv) 
voµ.l(ovr<s Ka, o<{3oµ.£Vo<. Gebhardt, Funk, and Lake similarly, with oioµ.wo, 
for (1£{3oµ.£Vot. 

'1To,\v '1T>..!ov. Cf. iv, 5. The comparison is implied, auTwv (= the gods) 
being genitive after KaTa,f,pov<<T<. Cf. 4 Mace. i, 8. So 'ITo,\,l µ.«iHov (below), 
Cf. Heb. xii, 9. The alternative, to take aUTwv as genit. after 'ITA<ov and refer it to 
the Christians (so Radford and Blakeney). would leave both aiv,,v and KaTa,f,pov<<T< 
\\ithout an object expressed, and is less likely. For 'ITA<ov see p. 10. 

ae{3ovr<s. The act. form (cf. iii, 2) is rarer in prose than the mid. But cf. 
Xen., 11Jem. iv, 4, 19, and 4 Mace. v, 24; P. Oxy. XII, 14646 (A.D. 250) a•f3nv 
ll<ois. 

Stephanus emends o.,f,v,\al<Tws (so MS. and Haus' copy) to o.,f,vM.1<Tovs. . 
o.pyvpeovs. Otto and other edd. prefer the contracted form a.pyvpous (cf. the 

following xpvoous). Note the addition of gold, not mentioned among the• gods' 
in § 2. Jyd.<toVT<s. Cf. vi, 7 (of the soul 'locked up ' in the body), vii, 2 (of 
the 'enclosing' of the sea). 

1TapaKa8,crraVT<s. The foregoing pres. participle (lyK,\<lov-r<s) favours this 
emendation (Krenke!) of the MS. rdg. 'ITapaKa8loaVT<S, For ,f,J,\aKas Ka8,crr&.va, 
cf. Just. Mart., Apol. i, 9. 

Clem. Recogn. v, 15 remarks in similar fashion that men guard gods of silver 
and gold" and even of brass ". but leave those of stone and earthenware unguarded, 
since none would steal such. 

8. ais . . . a,l,-ovs. Geffcken (pp. 13, 14) thinks that this is the only thought 
in the author's diatribe against idolatry which, "so far as I know", is not other­
"ise k:no\\-'Il from literature. nµ.a,s, i.e. sacrificial offerings (iii, 5). 'ITpoo,f,•pnv 
is frequent in the LXX and Ep. to Hebrews (20 times) for the • offering • of 
sacrifices. d µ.o aia8a.voVTcii. The author has already denied the sensibility 
of these gods (ii, 4). But he here grants the hypothesis for the sake of his argu­
ment. 

Ko,\a.{<T<. The verb may have the weaker meaning, •harm•, •wrong'. Cf. 
Ko,\ao,s (9). The pass. has this sense in Aelian, N.A. iii, 24 : a'ITa,\&. T< ov-ra Tei 
V£07"Tta ... oUl< Ka,\ws ... OTL Ko,\aa8~(1£Tat o,,\youVTa. It occurs later in the 
Ep. in the stronger sense of the •punishment' of Christians in persecutions 
(v, 16 ; vi, 9 ; vii, 8; x, 7). Cf. Mart. Polyc. ii, 4. 

iva,08,,,.,.ouo,v. For the •insensibility' of idols see Ep. of ]er. 19 and 23. 
D,•yxoVT<S ... 8p710K<Jer<. The participle takes the main emphasis : • you 
are refuting them by the very fact of worshipping them' (= lMyx<T< ... 
8p710K<voVT<s). as in 2 Peter, i, 16. Vdyxw may here have the sense •expose' 
• show them up • (for what they are). Cf. ii, 9 (note). Xen., Mem. i, 7, 2, Eph. 
v, 11 (see Abbott's note, J.C.C.), and pap. For the slightly stronger nuance 
·convince·. 'convict', cf. ix, 6. For 8p710K<J<T< see note (i). 

aIµ.aTL Kai KVloa.,,s. Cf. iii, 5. KV<aa a Homeric word (Kvlo71). Cf. Sib. Orac. 
viii, 391 : ov xp-!J{w ... ou Kvloa71s µ.iapijs, ovx atµ.aTos lx8lOTo,o. 

9. Tau8' ... -rain-a. Emphasis and repetition. 'These things' are the 
sacrifices of blood and steaming fat, ironically referred to below as • this punish­
ment·. vµ.wv -r,s, i.e. Diognetus and those who think with him. 
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-ra,fr11s -rij; Ko>.d.uew;. See note above (-rairra). The acc. is more usual with 
avlxoµ.a,. For the genit. cf. Plato, Protag. 323A; 2 Mace. ix, 12; 2 Tim. iv, 3. 
For i\oy,uµ.ov see note on ii, 1. 

d llE il/Oo;. The ' stone ' is singled out as a familiar type of ' those whom you 
declare and esteem to be gods '. It stands first in the list (ii, 2). 

ava,u011-r<i yo.p. The laconic sentence ending with ya.p recalls Mk. xvi, 8 
(J,f,o/Jofiv-ro yap). Brief sentences ending in yo.p are not without precedent in 
Greek literature. See the arts. cited by R. H. Lightfoot (Locality and Doctrine 
in the Gospels, pp. 1 ff.) who reports other instances from class. Greek prose, the 
papyri, Just. Mart., and the Hermetic writings. The present passage (Diognetus 
ii, 9) may be added as typical of this locution: the yap ends a brief statement 
which gives the reason for what precedes. Note the two yo.p clauses here (the 
second of which shows the final yap), as in Mk. xvi, 8, and also in Plato, Protagoras, 
328C: -rWvOe 8E oVTTw ci.t1.ov -roV'To Ka-rrr1opeiv. ;,,,,. yO.p Ev aV"Tors elcnv lA1rlOes. 
V<OL yap. (cited by Lightfoot, op. cit. p. 11). 

ovK oJv ... JMyx•-r•. A cryptic sentence, the meaning depending on 
(a) the rdg. (ovK oJv or ovKofiv). (b) the meaning of JMyxw ('prove', or with nega­
tive sense 'refute'), (c) the interpretation of the sentence as a statement or a 
question. The general sense of the passage is : no one would willingly endure 
such offerings (i.e. blood and fat) made to himself, because he has perception and 
reason. The fact that the stone endures such shows that it lacks sensibility. 
(1) You do not then (ovK oJv) by offering such sacrifices show up its sensibility! 
No. Quite the contrary-an ironical comment. (2) Do you not then (ouK oJv) 
refute its sensibility, i.e. prove that it has none ( avau,-011-re,) ? (3) So then 
(otlKofiv) you refute its sensibility. 

Of these renderings (1) is perhaps to be preferred since (a) it lends to JMyxw 
the same sense as above (ii, 8), (b) a statement seems more natural in the context 
than a question, (c) the ironical touch is quite in the author's vein (see above, 
p. 15). 

For various emendations of the sentence see Otto, p. 167, Gildersleeve, 
p. 243. a,i.,.oii SC. -rofi M0ov. 

10. For the thought cf. Melito (in Routh, Reliq. Sacr. i, 118) : "we are not 
servants (0epa1revrai) of stones that have.no feeling, but of God alone". 

llellovilwu0at, with full force of the perfect, 'to be in a state of bondage'. 
For 1rep, -roii, c. infin., cf. iii, 1 and see p. 12. av. So several edd., following 
Lachmann. The MS. omits av, Krenke! places it after exo,µ.,. For the familiar 
•xw, c. infin. (= llvvaµ.at), cf. Heb. vi, 13, and v, 17 (below). 

Kav. This crasis is sometimes used in later Greek as an equivalent of intensive 
Kai = 'even '. Cf. Mk. v, 28 ; Acts v, 15. 

1rep,uuov ~yofiµ.a,. Cf. Wilcken, Chrestomathie der Papyruskunde, 238, II, 4: 
1rep,uaov ~yofiµ.a, llLEfolleaTEpov vµ.,v ypa,f,eLV (c. A.D. 117). Cf. 2 Cor. ix, I. 

III 

The author turns now to the subject of Jewish worship raised in Diognetus's 
first question (1c). The Jews may rightly claim that they reverence the one 
true God. But in their ritual service they match the foolishness of the Greeks, 
who offer to 'senseless and deaf images'. For the Jews make their oblations 
on the assumption that God is in need of such offerings. But the Creator and 
Provider of all cannot Himself stand in need of anything. Indeed, these very 
offerings are His gift to men. For both Greek and Jew it is absurd to consecrate 
such sacrifices, ' for the one seems to offer to those unable to partake of the honour, 
the other to Him who is in need of nothing'. 

1. 'Efij;, 'next' in order or sequence. In the N.T. always of time (Lk. ix, 
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37 (l/.). 1'£p1 -roii ... ll£ot1€{3£'i:v. Cf. Pl'eaching of Petel' in Clem. Alex., Strom. 
vi, 39 ff.): µ118• Ka-ra 'lov8a,ovs al.{3£a9£. For Ka-ra .,... a.ha, 'after the same 
mannc-r ', d . . fris/e(ls, 23h ; Lk. vi, 23, 26. For the omission of the art. with 
'Io,,8nio,<, sc-e p. 04, and for ll£ot1':{3£'i:v, see on ll£oal.f3na (i). 

a,',.,.o,\<, i.c-. the Christians. The shortened form olµa, is common in Att. 
prose-. For the acc. and infin. construction cf. Gen. xxxvii, 7; John xxi, 25; and 
pap. In Jas. i, 7 o-r, ... For =ll£'i:v, c. infin. (aor.). cf. Barn. xvi, 10. The verb 
ocrnrs be-low \\ith acc. (x, r) and in the pass. (xii, 8). 

2. >.a-rp£,a<, (divine) 'service '. Cf. Plato, Apol. 23B; Exod. xii, 25 ; 
Rom. ix, 4. For its referen,ce to the ' service ' of idol-gods as here, see Didache 
,·i, 3. 

KaAw< : .. ,f,pov£'i:v. The text is obscure. The various editorial reconstruc­
tions are fully set out in Otto's note (168 f.). See also Gildersleeve (244). We 
follow the rdg. suggested by Gebhardt and Hilgenfeld and adopted by Funk, 
Lightfoot, and Lake as least open to objection. Geffcken pcints Ka, £l li£ov 
€va ,Wv 71'0:vrwv a£pE,v ,cal 8Ea,r6-r71v Q.{,oVac.v, Op8Wr 80,coVat </,povEiv. 

li£ov iva.. Cf. r Cor. viii, 5-6. µovos is very frequent in this connexion (2 
l\1acc. ,·ii, 37; John v, 44, etc.). 

-.wv .,.c/.v-rwv. The universal sovereignty of God is a familiar idea in Jewish 
and Christian literature. Cf. o .,.c/.v-rwv 8£a1'0TT/S, Job v, 8; Wisd. vi, 7. Cf. 
,·iii, 7 (below). Otto suggests that the author has also in mind the thought that 
God is God of all (Greek) gods, and cites Just. Mart., Dial. 55 ; Deut. x, 17 ; 
Ps. xlix, I. For cri{3nv see note on ii, 7, and for 8£a1'0TT/< (of God) on viii, 7. 

df,oiicn c. infin. 'think fit', 'claim '. Cf. vii, 1 ; Acts xv, 38; xxviii, 22. 
h ix, 1 (pass.) 'to deem worthy'. 

lip11aK£la.v. See p. 93. , 
1'pocrci.yova,v. The verb commonly connotes sacrificial 'offering' in LXX 

(Lev. iii, 12 al.), but moral offering in Tob. xii, 12. 
8,a.µa.p-.ci.vovcr,v. Bunsen would read a.wcp, To.v-r11s 8,a.µa.prci.vovcr,v 'in this 

they go utterly astray '. But for the abs. use of the verb, cf. Plato, Theaet. 
r78A; ~um. xv, 22; Hermas, Mand. iv, r, z; r Clem. xl, 4. 

The author does not charge the Jews with angel worship. Seep. 36. 
3. oi "E),,J,.T/v£s. See note on p. 94. 
dd,pocrlIVTJ< 8£,y/La. The phrase recurs in iv, 5. 'lrapexoua,, a favourite word. 

-raiiB' ovro, .,.,.)._ Two renderings are possible according as 'lrapexnv is taken 
as epexegetic of >.oy,{o/L£Vo, \\ith Taii/1' as its object, or as infin. with ,;yo'i:v-r' civ 
having /L"'P'a.v as object. (a) 'These (the Jews) ought rather to consider it. 
follv ma,·be. not piety, thinking that they are offering these things to God as 
though He were in need of them'. (b) 'These (the Jews) ought rather to 
::onsider that they are showing folly maybe, not piety, by crediting these things 
to God as though He were in need of them '. It is better to adopt (a) since the 
infin. sec-ms more natural "ith the participle (cf. -ro'i:s olo,,_bo« 8,8ova,, iii, 4), and 
iJyioµ. a, takes the direct object in ix, 6. 

For Ka8ci.11cp see on ii, I. 

r.poaSco,,,iv<p. Here of God (as in Plato, Aristotle, etc. See W. Bauer, 
Worlel'l,urh, p. r 188). In iii, 4 it is used of God and man. The thought that God 
has need of nothing ( a"1Tpocr8•~<) is very frequent. Cf. 2 Mace. xiv, 35 ; 3 Mace. 
9, ii; Aristeas, 2rr : "God is in need of nothing and is gentle withal"; Philo, 
qund Deus sit immut. 57 : "in addition to the fact of (God's) wanting nothing, 
He actually has everything". Cf. also Theophilus, ad Autol. ii, ro; Tatian, 
Oral. ad Graec. 4. See Blakeney, pp. 40 f. 

/Lwpla.v. Possibly a stylistic variation of d,f,pocrvv11s (above). See iv, 5, 
where d,f,poavv11 (like /Lwpla here) is predicated of "the Jews and contrasted with 
lirnai{3na. Hermas, Sim. ix, 22, 2, has d,f,pocrvv11 ,,.wpci.. Both terms suggest 
moral as well as intellectual fault. 
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,lKos. Some edd., following Stephanus, emend to ,l,drrws or to ,lva,. Otto 
retains .l1<0r and thinks that the word ( = ' perhaps ') is so placed (' cum quadam 
iirbanitate ') to moderate the notion of µ,wpla. In line with this suggestion we 
render' folly maybe'. For O,oa,{J«av seep. 93. 

4. cl yap ... aVT&s. Note the omission here of the sea (cf. Exod. xx, II ; 

Ps. cxlv, 6 ; Acts xiv, r5 ; see below, pp. 54 f.) among created objects. But cf. 
vii, 2 (below). The thought may be reminiscent of Acts xiv, r5. The idea of 
God, however; as Creator and universal Provider and consequently as above all 
personal need is familiar. Cf. Just. Mart., Apol. i, ro : "we have received by 
tradition that God does not need the material offerings which men can give, 
seeing that He Himself is the Provider of all things". For xop.,,ywv see p. 95. 

c1iv. Antecedent omitted. In the next line the antecedent (ro,;.wv) is sup­
plied and the relative c:iv ( = &) is assimilated to it. 

rois oloµ,,vo,s .S,86va,. Perhaps an ironical touch. See above, p. r5. For 
the infin. after oioµ,at, cf. iii, 5 ; I Mace. v, 6r ; Phil. i, r7 . 

.S,.S6va,, i.e. Tep l!.cp. 
avros. Emphatic by position and repetition. 
5. 8vaias ... emr,>.e,v. Cf. Hdt. ii, 63. The verb is common in a ritual 

sense and setting. Cf. Lev. vi, 22 (r5) ; r Esdras viii, r6; Heb. ix, 6; P. Tebt. 
i, 6, 48 (140 B.C.), E11'tT€A€tV Ta vaµ,,{6µ,,va TOtS 8eois. 

Since the author is dealing now with Jewish sacrifices he adds 'whole burnt 
offerings' (o>.aKavrwµ,aTwv) to 'blood and steaming fat' (ii, 8). 

T,µ,a,s, i.e. sacrificial offerings. Cf. ii, 8, and iii, 5 (T,µ,~)-
y,paipew. Poetical word (Homer, Pindar). but found in Hdt., Plato, and 

Xen. Cf. 3·Macc. v, 17; Philo, de sacr. Abel et Caini, 117: a.,rapxais Kal nµ,a,s 
yepa{pwµ,ev TO 8eiov. 

ev.S«Kvvµ,,vwv (so Stephanus for the MS. ev.S«KVvµ,eva,). i.e. the Greeks. 
,J,,>.or,µ,lav. The noun along with its cognate adj. and verb originally connoted 
'emulation', 'ambition'. Cf. Wisd. xiv, 18. In later Greek generally the 
meaning develops into 'zeal', as often in Polybius. Here we have the rarer 
sense 'lavish honour', for which cf. Aristeas, 227 : ,rws nva .S,, ,J,,>.6nµ,av 
elva, ... ,J,,>.or,µ,lav a,,v xap,ar,K~V •x«v. Cf. also P. Oxy. VIII, 115318 (i/A.D.) : 
<K ,J,,>.or,µ,las aVTaii KaT"Jpr,aµ,eva. Josephus, Antiq. x, 25, has ,J,,>.or,µ,,a .,,,p, Tov 
8,6v. 

Twv µ,•v µ,~ .Swaµ,eva,s KT>.. The text is corrupt. See Otto's full note. 
Stcphanus reads Ta µ,~ .Svvaµ,o,a. So Gildersleeve. Geffcken follo,vs \Vilamo";tz' 
rdg. Twv µ,,v Tots µ,~ .Svvaµ,&a,s. For further emendations, see Blakeney (p .. p). 
We adopt the text printed by Funk, Lightfoot, and Lake, following Gebhardt. 
For the grammatical construction of the sentence see p. 13. 

IV 

The author now particularizes his indictment of the Jews, and shows briefly 
the folly and impiety of their scruples concerning meats, the Sabbath, circumcision, 
fasting, and the new moon. These ritual observances are arbitrary and impugn 
the character of God. From all such error the Christians hold aloof. The 
secret of their religion is not learned from man. 

r. We may compare Paul's list (Col. ii, r6). which varies the order, adds 
'drinking', but omits circumcision. Diognetus leaves out 'drinks', perhaps 
because the Mosaic law was almost entirely concerned with meats. Only m 
a few special cases, e.g. of priestly ministration in the tabernacle (Lev. x, 9) 
and of Nazarite vows (Num. vi, 3), were prohibitions laid down respectmg dnnks. 

'A >.>.a µ,~v TO y• KT>., The particles mark the transition to another point 
(cf. Xen., Mem. i, r, ro). 



104 THE EPISTLE TO DIOGNETUS 
'Tas {Jpwans. Lit. 'eatings ', but here in the concrete sense ' food '. There 

was a tendency to identify the meaning of words ending in -µa. and -a,s. Cf. 
A,·isteas, 224, 229, where 80µ0. and Soa,s are apparently used interchangeably. 
For {Jpwa,s = 'food', cf. Thuc. ii, 70; Gen. xxv, 28; John iv, 32; and pap. 

if,o,f,o8ds, 'qualms'. 'Skittishness', 'shyness' (Gildersleeve). Cf. Plato, 
Phaed,-us, 257D; £i a,l.,.ov ovrws ~Y£< TLva of,o,J,o8£fi., Plut., Nie. 2; .,..; 8'Ev tjj 
7To>.,.,.£"!, if,o,J,o8ds. 

'Ta aci.{J{Ja'Ta. Plural used of the single day. In the Gk. Bible both plur. and 
sing. forms are found in the sense 'the Sabbath'. Cf. Josephus, Antiq. iii, 237; 
KO.Ta Si if380µ.71v ~µ•pav, -ifr,s aa.{3/Ja'Ta KaA£<Ta,. See Thackeray, Gram. 35 ; Swete, 
Mark 17. Note~ Twv aa/3/30.Twv ~µ•pa (iv, 3 below), for which cf. Exod. xx, 8; 
Acts xiii, 14 al. On 8na,8a,µovlav see p. 94. 

rijs 7T£p<Toµ.fis, the rite (Gen. xvii, 13; John vii, 22 al.), or possibly here the 
state (Rom. iii, 1 al.) of circumcision. 

ci>.a{ovdav ... .ipwvdav. Cf. Aristotle, Eth. Nie. II, vii, 12, for the juxta­
position and see Cope's notes (A,,istotle's Rhetoric I, ii, § 7; II, ii, § 24; v, 
§ 11). ci>.a{ovda, 'excessive self-assertion ', implies both presumption and 

imposture. £ipwv£ia stands primarily for dissimulation and cunning. Cf. the 
Socratic £ipwvda, 'mock ' in conversation. Diognetus uses the terms of the 
Jews to denote their empty vaunting ( &.>.a{ov£ia) of circumcision and their • sham ' 
or • cant ' (dpwv£ia) in respect of fasting and the new moon, with perhaps the 
implication, common to both terms, that such Jewish practices are 'quackery' 
and 'humbug '. The notion of &.>.a{ovda is repeated in iv, 6 (below) and in iv, 4 
( d>.a.{ovnloµ.o.t). For dpwvda cf. 2 Mace. xiii, 3. The Didache (viii, 1) has a stronger 
word; the Jews fast (and pray) as v7Tot<p<Tai. Note the paronomasia &.>.a{ovdav, 
1::lpwv£lav ... VT)UT£las, VOVl,LTJVlas. 

vovµ.71vias. Att. contracted spelling for v£0µ71vlas. See p. 11. It refers to 
the Jewish monthly celebrations, as in Num. x, 10; Col. ii, 16. See the similar 
condemnation of Jewish lunar observances in the Preaching of Peter (Clem. 
Alex., Strom. vi, 5, 39 fi.). Aristides, Apol. xiv (Syr.). 

ov voµ.i{w. The sense •need' for xP'!l{nv (cf. ii, 2) favours the insertion of 
ov made by, Stephanus. The negative may easily have fallen out after >.oyov. 
Otto, however, takes XP?J{nv = •desire', and follows the MS. in omitting ov: 
' I think that you desire to learn ', etc. But the brevity of treatment in the follow­
ing sections (2-5), which relate, as Otto points out, to these four matters of food, 
Sabbath, circumcision, and lunar festivals respectively, rather supports the in­
sertion of the negative: 'I do not think that you need', etc. Jewish superstition 
may be summarily dismissed ( apKovVTws a£ voµl{w µ.£µa871t<eva,), since Diognetus's 
chief interest lies in the faith and worship of the Christians. 

2. Now follows a series of rhetorical questions (m.is ov KTA) after the author's 
manner. 

KT,a0eVTwv. Of creation by God, as frequently (cf. vii, 2 ; viii, 2). Cf. 
Aristeas, 185 ; Prov. viii, 22; Mark xiii, 19. We have 7TO<Ew in viii, 7, x, 2 

(below), as in iii, 4 (a citation) ; '11'>.a.aaw in x, 2. 

£is xpfiaw. Cf. ii, 2. 

a µ.iv ... a 8', 'some' ... ' others'. See note on ii, 3 and cf. iv, 5. 
ws Ka>.ws KTLa0iVTa. Is this a possible reminiscence of the refrain (Kat £180 

0 0eos 01'L KaAov) in Gen. i, 10, 12, 18 al. ? Cf. I Tim. iv, 4: 7TiiV KTlaµ.a 0eov Ka>.ov. 
TTapatT£'ia0a, (opp. 7Tapa8ixea0a,). Cf. vi, ro; 2 Mace. ii, 31 ; I Tim. iv, 7; 

v, II; and pap. (M.M., Vocab. 484). It bears here the strong sense •decline', 
'refuse '. 

7Tws ouK &.0iµ.,=ov. So Gebhardt for the MS. rdg. 7TWS ov 0,µ,s Jcrrl. For 
editorial emendations see Otto (172). The Gk. Bible, as the Koine generally, 
has the more correct prose form &.0lµ.,.,.os (2 Mace. vi, 5; 1 Pet. iv, 3). The term 
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is used here with reference to the Jewish code : 'contrary to the Law' (which 
you Jews exalt). Cf. Acts x, 28. 

3. -r.l 1le 1<a-raif,,vllrn0ao. Good class. word found once in the Gk. Bible (Wisd. 
i, II : crroµa Ka-ra,f,rnll&µ,vov). Cf. Ign., Trall. X: Ka-ra,f,,vlloµat TOV Kvpfov. 

w, 1<wAvov-ro,. OI divine 'restraint', as in I K. xxv, 26. For KWAvw, c. 
infin. without art., cf. I Tim. iv, 3; P. Magd. 2 (221 B.c.) : ll6wp,, ,,,,,w>.v,,,v 
0/1<0/loµ,,v. For the pass. cf. vi, 5 (below). w, c. participle suggests the pre­
sumed reason. 

For the thought see Mark iii, 4 and the Synoptic parallels (Matt. xii, 12 ; 

Lk. vi, 9). With 1<a>.&v -ri 1ro«iv, cf. the KaAw, 1ro«iv of Matt. xii, 12. See the 
discussion of the Sabbath in Barn. xv; Just. Mart., Dial. 27; Tertullian, Con. 
jud. 4. 

4. Circumcision, a ground of Jewish ci>.a(ovda, was regarded as a proof of 
special divine favour. Cf. Jubilees xv, 26 f. : " and every one that is born, 
the flesh of whose foreskin is not circumcised on the eighth day, belongs not to 
the children of the covenant which the Lord made with Abraham, but to the 
children of destruction" (Charles's trans.). Cf. Gen. xvii, 13 f. 

-r~v µ,lwuiv. Lit. ' the lessening ', ' contraction ', the reference being to 
circumcision (iv, 1). In Polyb. ix, 43, 5 of the 'decrease' as opposed to the 
aiJf71u,, of the Euphrates. ua.p[ here denotes the material part of a living being. 
See on v, 8 ; vi, 5. 

EKAoyij,. A common Att. word (Plato, Aristotle) found also in Polyb. and 
pap. It does not occur in the LXX (cf., however, Aq. Is. xxii, 7 ; Sm., Th., Is. 
xxxvii, 24), but is found seven times in the N.T. as a quasi-technical term, always of 
divine ' choice' (Acts ix, 15 al.). Cf. 1 Clem. xxix, I, where Christians aie 
styled Jdoyij, µlpo,. 

ci>.a(ov,v,u8a.. Cf. ci>.a(ovda (iv, I, 6). For the verb. cf. Xen., Mem. i, 7, 5; 
Wisd. ii, 16. llui -rov-ro, i.e. because of their Jdoyf 

•fa,phw,. A late adv. (Plut., inscr., pap.). Cf. Aq. Deut. xxxii, 12; Ign., 
Smyrn. vii, 2. 

~ya1T71µivov, v1r.l 8wv. For ·the verb and noun (used of God) cf. vii, 5 ; 
ix, 2 ; x, 2, 3. Paul (Rom. xi, 28) finds the ground upon which the chosen 
people were' beloved' in the fact of their election (Ka-ra. lle -r~v £KAoy~v). Earlier 
(1 Thess. i, 4) he had applied the same thought (and language) to Christian 
brethren : ,1/l&-r,,, cill,>.,;boi ~ya1r71µevo, V1TO (-rov) 8,ov, T~V EKAoy~v vµwv. 

For x>.,v71, af,ov cf. Philo, de Vit. Cont. 6 : TOV'TO y• KaL x>-•v71, af,ov. Cf. 
Leg. ad Gaium, 71. 

5. 1rap,1lp,vov-ra,. Cf. Prov. i, 21 ; viii, 3 ; 1 Cor. ix, 13 ; Aristeas, 81 : 

-roi, lle -rexvl-rai, 1rap~llpw,v lmµ,>.w,, ' he would attentively supervise the crafts­
men'. 

Otto notes the chiasmus (for the figure cf. Gal. iv, 4-5) : 

0.<rrpois Kai a£ A17vn 
/J,7/VWV Kai ~µ<pwv 

For the anarthrous acrrpoi, Kai u•A~V'/J cf. vii, 2. Terms denoting familiar 
natural phenomena may lack the art., being sufficiently definite in themselves. 
Cf. 4 Mace. xvii, 5 ; I Cor. xv, 41 ; 1 Clem. xx, 2 ff. 

-r~v 1rapa-r~p71utv ... 1ro«ia0a,. The familiar periphrasis with 1ro«ia0a,. 
Cf. Aristeas, 18 ; Plut., Mor. 363B. 1rapa~pTJU<,, a late word (since Polyb.). 
Cf. Lie. xvii, 20. Note Paul's use of the cognate verb in connexion with months 
and days in Gal. iv, 10: ' ye observe (1rapa-r71p•iaO,) days and months, and times 
and years', Cf. Josephus, Antiq. xiv, 264: µ711l./va KWAvrnOa, 1rapa-rTJp<iv -r~v 
-rwv uaf3f3a.-rwv ~µ•pav. The Jews dated the beginning of the Sabbath am! other 
holy days from the rising of the stars. For example, none might work after three 
stars ( = night) had appeared on Friday evening, the beginning oI the Sabbath. 
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";thout being guilty of sin. See the quotation from BBhl in Otto {173) and Funk 
(3g6 f.). The moon had similar significance. Cf. The PYeaching of Peter (Clem. 
Alex. Strom. Yi, 5, 3g) : "and if no moon be seen, they do not celebrate what is 
called the first sabbath, nor keep the new moon, nor the days of unleavened 
bread. nor the feast (of tabernacles ?), nor the great day (of atonement) " (M. R. 
James's trans.). See Lietzmann's note (An die Galater, pp. 24, 26). /J,T/vwv, 
17µ,,pwv, objective genitives. 

Ta, oiKo,.oµ,la,. The word oiKovoµ,la extends its meaning from ' management 
of a household' to management or provision in general (cf. vii, 1). It came to 
be us~d of the various operations of the divine will, particularly of, God's ' dis­
pensa ti,,n' effected in Christ for the salvation of men. So Eph. i, 10; iii, 2. 

Cf. Clem. Alex. Strom. ii, 5, 20, where Isaac is spoken of as -;vrrov eaoµ,,vov ➔µ,iv 
oiKovoµ,la, awrr,plov. Cf. the use of the cognate verb in ix, 1 (below). and see 
J. Armitage Robinson's note on Eph. i, ro, and Lightfoot, Apostolic Fathers, 
II, ii. 75. Here the term relates to the divine 'ordering' of the seasons, 
which may be specifically named as KaLpwv ,L\,\ay,k So Lake : ' the changing 
seasons ordained by God •. But it is better to take Kal as the simple copula, 
'the orderings of God and the chap.ges of the seasons'. In Wisd. vii, 18 man's 
lrnowledge of Tporrwv &.,\,\aya, Ka, µ,era/30,\a, Ka,pwv is a gift of God. See w. Gass, 
• Das patristiche ·wort oiKovoµ,la' (Zeitschrift fur wiss. Theo/. xvii (1874)). With 
&.,\,\aY'J cf. 1rapa,\,\ay~ (]as. i, 17. See notes by J.B. Mayor and R. J. Knowling). 

KaTao,a,p,iv. Otto thus fills the MS. lacuna, KaTa8 ... nv. See his note 
(174) for other editorial reconstructions. KaTa8,a,peiv is a late word occurring 
four times in the LXX (Ps. xlvii, 13 al.). and in pap. Cf. Dion. Hal., Antiq. iv, 19; 
Ka-rao,a.pwv TO 1r >.ij9o, KT>.. 

as µ,.-v ... a, 8... See note on p. 13. The 'feasts ' and 'mourning' refer 
to the great Jewish festivals and the Day of Atonement respectively (Lev. xxiii, 
27 ff.). 

9wa,{3,£a, ... a.tf,poa,;,..,, ... 8,iyµ,a. A repetition of the language of 
~3- . 

av . . . 17y~tra<To 8eiyµ,a ; so Lachmann, Scheibe, and others, for the MS. rdg. 
17y~a<TaL To 8,iyµ,a. Stephanus has ➔Y~UTJTa< To 8,iyµ,a. See Gildersleeve's note 
(246). For 8,iyµ,a, cf. vii, 9. 

6. -rij, ... a.1rciT71,, ' the general fatuity ancf deceit ', i.e. of the Greeks ; 
-rij, ... a.>.a{ov,la,, 'the meddlesomeness and pride of the Jews'. This inter­
pretation is preferable to the view (Lightfoot-Harmer, Lake) that all four faults 
relate to the Jews, for (a) the position of the word 'Iovoalwv confines it to the 
second clause, (b) the defects here paired (note the one art. {-rfj,) in each member) 
correspond to the author's general view of the Greek and Jewish cults respectively, 
the one ' silly ' (EiKa,oT71,) and in some instances a deliberate 'imposture ' (a.mf.T71), 
the other ' fussy ' in its minute regulations (1ro>.vrrpayµ,oavv71) and 'proud ' 
/a.>.a{ov,Ia) of its privileges. On this view Kotvij, means 'general' and refers to 
the Greek or pagan world as a whole in contrast to Jews, not, as Funk takes it, 
• common 'to both alike. (c) iv, 6 closes the whole discussion up to this point. 
The worship offered by both Greeks and Jews is now dismissed in a comprehensive, 
not to say caustic, phrase. 

<LKaLo-rrpo,. A late word found in Aq. Prov. xxx, 8. Cf. Philo, quod del. pot. 
ro : if oV µ.or. 8oKEis- £ir.atO'TT(Ta Kai eUxlpHav &.1r£>i.Eyx£iv o£avroV ... µ.11vUftv, 
Diog. Laert. vii, 48 : €lr 0.Koaµlav Kai £l1<atOT7J-ra. For &.1rcf.-r7J, cf. x, 7, -rijs d1rd.TTJS 
Tov Koaµ,ov, and see note on ii, I. 

1ro>.vrrpayµ,oavv71,. This good class. word seems to carry the double sense of 
'fussy or punctilious activity' and 'prying'. Cf. 1ro>.v1rpa.yµ,wv (v, 3). See 
Blakeney's note (p. 47). • 

a.>.a{ovda,, 'pride ' in keeping all the Jewish laws and customs, i.e. general. 
In iv, 1 it is specified in regard to circumcision, as also the verb in iv, 4. 
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w,. So Bunsen inserts. Gebhardt and most modern edd. accept. Stephanus 
and others prefer 01'•. For µ.avOavw w,, cf. Thuc. i, 34 ; Prov. vi, /la. 

apKOUVTW<;, Att, contraction for ap1<<6vrw<;, Cf. Thuc. i, 22. µ.,µ.a.ll711<eva, 

has the full force of the perfect, stressing the abiding result. Contrast µ.aO<iv 

(iv, 6), 'to ascertain', This brief exposition of Jewish observances is quite 
'sufficient' for the purpose! See on iv, I {oJ voµ.l~w). 

avrwv, i.e. the Christians. Zlho, here, as in v, 2, 5, IO has its original force 
(one's own), not the weakened sense (= <avrov) as sometimes in late Greek. 
See Deissmann, B.S. r23 f., Moulton, Proleg. 87 ff. For the conjunction of ~o,o, 
and the personal pronoun, cf. Wisd. xix, r3; Acts i, I9; 2 Pet. iii, 3, r6. 

µ.u<1'T~p•ov. A favourite word of the author. He uses it in reference to the 
Christian religion (iv, 6), to the Father or God, whose ' mysteries' the Christian 
can both apprehend (xi, 2) and utter (x, 7). The term is used of God's secret 
ways in nature (vii, 2) and of the hidden plan of salvation (viii, ro). Only once 
does it refer to man (av9pw11'ova /J,IJa'T~p,a, vii, I). 

The whole passage (6) serves as a transition to the picture of the Chri_stian 
life (v, vi). The concluding comment (To 8, K"TA) is to be interpreted in the light 
of the passages v, 3 ; vii, I ff. Diognetus had asked for information about the 
Christian 9,oue{3«a. So far the author's references to the Christians have been 
more or less of a negative character (ii, IO; iii, r). In coming now to the positive 
exposition of the religion of the Christians he is aware that it is a µ.ua'T~p,ov (cf. 
I Tim. iii, r6). It cannot be learned from man (11'apa av9puJ11'ou) any more than 
its teaching (' no human doctrine ') has been discovered by man. The ' secret ' 
is disclosed by God, who Himself from heaven established among men and fixed 
firmly in their hearts 'the truth and the holy and incomprehensible word·. 
It is as though our author acknowledges that no argumentative skill or subtlety 
can avail to win Diognetus to the Faith {there are signs of impatience in the pre­
vious discussion, as though he was eager to proceed to the heart of his theme. 
See ii, 10; iv, 1). Hence he points him now to the life of the Christians-the 
unanswerable proof. • 

Similarly Paul insists that his gospel, being oil 1<a"Ta a.v9pw11'ov, did not come 
to him 11'apa av9pw11'0IJ but 8, 0.7rOKaAu.f,ew<; (Gal. i, I2). Cf. Rom. xvi, 25 f. ; 
Col. i, 26. 

Note that the direct personal address to Diognetus ceases after iv, 6. The 
personal note is renewed in vii, 8 (see note). 

V 
The true distinction of the Christians lies not in their habitat, language, or 

customs-a statement briefly expanded in § 2. It resides in the supernatural 
quality of their individual and corporate life. Just as their teaching is not of 
human origin or discovery, so their citizenship, whilst conforming to the ordinary 
life of men, is not of this world (ev ovpavii) 11'oA,"T<uov-ra,, v, 9). The rest of chapters 
v and vi develops this latter principle. By terse contrast and paradox, which 
defy analysis, these sections bring out the positive features of the Christian ethos 
which attest its divine origin and nature. 

This emphasis on the moral life of the Christians is significant for the apologetic. 
Nothing is said up to this point of the belief in God which is its Jons et origo. 
The author comes to this later (see viii, 6 : ix, 6 ; x, I) He is in no doubt that the 
quality of the Christian life springs from the divine revelation in the Incarnate 
and Atoning Son. But his mind reverts to the practical aspects of faith (x, 4-7). 
He is concerned to show that 'by their fruits ye shall know them'. See above, 
p. 49. Aristides, Apo!. xv, inverts the order: 'they know and believe in God ... 
from whom they have received those commandments ... so that on this account 
they do not commit adultery', etc_. (Syr.). 
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This description of the Christian way of life may be compared with the accounts 

given in Aristides (ibid.) and Just. Mart., Apol. i, 14 f. It is instructive to follow 
Renan's hint (Marc-Aurele, pp. 424 ff.) and work out the contrast with the picture 
of the secular ideal state in Lucian's Hermotimus, 22-4. Lucian depicts a blissful 
life for men in the enjoyment of legality, equality, and all good things. But 
in at least three features it is widely different from the picture of the Christian 
-rro>., ... ,a in Diognetus: (a) Lucian's city-state is set in the future. One day men 
will reach it, be naturalized, and gain· their franchise ; for Diognetus the Christian 
lives here and now in the heavenly city. (b) For Lucian earthly duties and 
domestic ties must alike be sacrificed to gain the ideal state ; the Christians, 
says Diognetus, 'share all things as citizens ·, conform in matters of clothing, 
food and customs, and obey the appointed laws. Moreover, they enjoy and honour 
the privileges of family life. (c) Lucian's city is secular; for Diognetus the 
Christian's ideal is, though not expressly so named, the city of God .. It is 'in 
heaven'. 

r. i!8£a,. For MS. ialha, ('clothing'). But the threefold correspondence 
with v, 2 (cities, speech, life) favours the term 'custnms '. Cf. Tois eyxwplo,s 
... {3lcp (v, 4), where i!8£a,v is the generic term inclusive of eaO~s. etc. Trypho 
(Just. Mart., Dial. xo) wonders why Christians, supposing themselves to be pious 
and better than other men, yet exhibit no mode of living distinct from that of 
the nations. Cf. Tertullian, Apol. 42 : "people (Christians) who live among 
you, eating the same food, wearing the same attire, having the same habits, under 
the same necessities of existence " (cited by Otto, p. 175). 

8,aK£KP<JJ£Vo< . . . £ia,v. Periphrastic perfect. Cf. eanv d,p11µ,lvov (v, 3). 
2. A particularization of v, r. The Christians do not dwell in cities of their 

own (ouT< yfj) ; they do not use a strange form of speech (ow£ ,f,wvfi); they 
practise no notable way of life {ow£ e8£u,). Whilst the phrase Twv >.o,-rrwv 
a.v8pw-rrwv suggests their distinctiveness from men in general, the author seems to 
point an especial contrast with the Jews, who have their own city quarters (cf. 
the medieval ghetto). a strange language, and practices of marked singularity 
(Sabbath, food taboos, circumcision). The first point ('country') and the third 
(' customs ') are developed in the rest of eh. v. The point of language is not further 
referred to. 

lfilas. See note on iv, 6. KaTOLKouu,v. Trans. here and in v, 4; intrans. 
vi, 8. 

8,aAEKTcp. If any contrast with ,f,wv~ (v, 1) is intended,. lhci.A£KTos indicates 
variety of speech (patois). Cf. Strabo viii, I, 2 (of the ancient Greek 'dialects'). 

wap71Hayµ,<V[J, 'strange '. Cf. Polyb. 2, 29, I ; 3, 55, I ; 2 Mace. iii, 16. 
wapci.a11µ,ov, 'notable ', 'singular', with a suggestion of reprehension. Cf. 

Plut., Mor. 823B: oull£ TOtS <is TpV,PTJV Kai 'TTOAVT£A£lav ew,,f,86vo,s -rrapci.u11µ,os. 
Note the substantive in 3 Mace. ii, 29 (' emblem'), Acts xxviii, II (' figure-head '). 
Their manner of life is not ' singular ', though their citizenship, being ' in heaven ', 
is of 'a remarkable and admittedly strange order' (v, 4). 

3. wo>.vwpayµ,ovwv. Used in its common disparaging sense ('meddlesome'). 
See note on iv, 6. The meaning tends to be refined in later Greek, being used, 
for example, of the 'research 'of the historian. Cf. Died. Sic. 1, 37, 4 : 'HpolloTos 
6 wo>.v-rrpa.yµ.a,v, and the cognate verb in 2 Mace. ii, 30. 

µ,ci.811µ,a . . . £up11µ,lvov. For the MS. and editorial rdgs. see Otto, p. 176. 
The thought of man's inability to grasp the ' mystery ' of the religion of the 
Christians seems to interrupt the connexion of § § 2 and 4. But it is in the author's 
mind (cf. iv, 6) and is developed in vii, r. 

For µ,ci.871µ,a of Christian teaching, cf. Just. Mart., Apol. i, 3: Ka! {3lov Kai 
µ,a871µ,c/.Twv TTJV l-rrfoK£Y,<v, ii, 2 : Twv Xpwnavwv µ,a81Jµ,c/.Twv. It became a quasi­
technical term to connote Christian tradition. See note on -ra -rrapa6o8.tvra (xi, x). 
aUTois, dat. of possession. For the periphrastic perfect, see p. 12. 
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1rpo«rriirnv, c. genit. Cf. 4 Mace. xi, 27 ; Titus iii, 8, 14. The thought that 
the Christians 'champion ' no human doctrine is taken up in vii, 1 : ' it is no 
mortal idea which they think fit to guard with such care'. It is probable that 
there is here, as Radford (p. 62) hazards, a specific reference to Rabbinical subtle­
ties (1r0Av7rpay1,6vwv rivOpcfmwv) and Greek philosophy (lloyµ,o:ros riv/Jpw1r{vov}. 
since (a) 1r0Au1rpa.yµ,wv is used of the Jews in iv, 6, and (b) the author throughout 
seems to have the two main types, Gentiles and Jews, in mind. Cf. especially 
iii, 5 ; iv, 6; v, 17. 

The term 86yµ,a is employed in a sense akin to that of the Stoic use to denote 
' principles ' of their teaching. Cf. Marc. Aurel. ii, 3 : -ra&rcf ao, apKe{-rw, riel 
86yµ,a-ra ,a-rw. The term is not infrequent in the Fathers (Ign., Magn. xiii ; 
Did. xi, 3; Barn. i, 6; ix, 7). Eno,, i.e. the philosophers. 

The MS. has a marginal note to the phrase orllle ... -rrpoea-ra.a,v, viz., " be­
cause the Christians do not hold to the teaching of a man. For the Apostle Paul 
says, 'I received it not from man'" (Gal. i, 12). See note on µ,va-r~p,ov (iv, 6). 

4. So far ( § § r-3) the distinctiveness of the Christians has been couched in 
negative terms. Now it is set forth mainly in a positive way (except § § 6, 8). 

-rroAns ... {3apf3a.povs. Otto (pp. 176 f.) understands 'Gentile (iU71v{8a,) 
and Jewish ({3ap{3a.povs) cities', and compares the use of the two terms in Just. 
Mart., Apol. i, 5 ; i, 7; i, 46. But the more comprehensive range of {3a.p{3apos 
(cf. Thuc. ii, 97) is not excluded. Cf. vi, 2 : ' Christians are dispersed throughout 
the cities of the world' (see note). See Lightfoot on Col. iii, rr. 

-rots ... f3{'!'· The author insists on the participation of the Christians in 
the common life of men as against the frequent charge of aloofness. Cf. v, 5. 

aKoAov0ovv-res (not ,1roµ.a,). as in pap., N.T., and LXX (except 3 ]\face. ii, 26). 

oµ.oAoyovµ.evws. To be taken with 1rapa.8o{ov, as perhaps also in I Tim. iii, 16 
(' confessedly great'). Cf. Thuc. vi, 90; P. Par. 1588 (120 B.c.) al. 

1rapa.8o{ov, 'beyond expectation', i.e. 'strange'. Cf. Aristeas, 175 : oo 1riia, 
1rapa8o{ov ,f,avev-ros, Lk. V, 26, I Clem. XXV, I. 

-r~v Ka-ra.a-raa,v ... 1roA,-relas 'the order of their own citizenship'. Cf. Plato, 
Legg. 832D; Aristotle, Athen. xiii, r. 1roA,-rela, 1roA,-r•v•a0a, (cf. v, 9), originally 
denoting civic condition or behaviour, came to have also the general meaning 
'manner of life ', 'conduct'. Cf. Aristeas, 3r ; 2 Mace. xi, 25 ; Acts xxiii, 1 ; 

Phil. i, 27 ; Just. Mart., Dial. 105, rr9. Geffcken takes the word in this wider 
sense here, 'Leben', 'Wesen '. But the context suggests that the idea of citizen­
ship is here predominant. Cf. 1r0Ai-ra, ... t•vo,, v, 6. 

5. The descriptive features in § § 5-17 are reminiscent of Paul's Epp. with 
perhaps an occasional echo of Heb. xi, 13 f. and I Peter (see following notes). 
Note the effective sequence of antithetical sentences extending from v: 5 to vi, 9. 

olKova,v. The simplex resumes the compound (Ka-ro,Kew, v, 2, 4} with no 
appreciable diminution of meaning, a classical usage. Cf. John i, rr-12 (1rapeAa/3ov 
... V.a{3ov), Rev. x, 10 (Ka-re,f,ayov ... ,,f,ayov). See Moulton, Proleg. p. rr5. 

The verb, trans. here, is intrans. in vi, 3. llllas. See iv, 6. 
1ra.po,Ko,. The word is familiar as a metaphorical description of the Christians' 

status in the world. Cf. I Peter ii, II ; Heb. xi, 13 f. (see especially Moffatt, 
Comm. on Heb. (/.C.C.). pp. 174 f.). Note Xp,anavo, 1rapo<Kova,v <v ,f,0ap-rois (vi, 8). 
For the thought see Hermas, Sim. i, I ff. Philo (de conf. ling. 77 f.) allegorizes 
all the wise men mentioned in the books of Moses as 'sojourners ' (7rapo,Kovv-r•s). 
" for their souls are sent down from heaven upon earth as to a colony, ... 
looking upon the heavenly country in which they have the rights of citizens 
(1ro>.,-revov-rm) as their native land (1ra-rp{8a) and the earthly abode in which thev 
dwell for a while (1rapcp1<71aav) as a foreign land" ({e,,.,,v}. So Clem. of Alex., 
Paedag. iii, 8, I : 1ra-rpllla ,.,,., y-i/s ovi< •xoµ.•v (of Christians). 

On the use of 7ra.po,1<os in the Gk. Bible, see Kennedy, Sources, p. 102. 
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,.,,.,.,xovcn . 1roA,.,.a,. On the general attitude of the Christians towards 
~ernlar ordinances, sec above, pp. 38 ft. Tertullian, Apol. 42, insists that Christian!! 
tak<' an activ<' part in the obsc-rvancC's and institutions of public life and engage 
in its ordinary callings. 

f••·o,, ' foreigners ' in general, contrasted with 1roA,.,.a,. Cf. Eph. ii, 19 for 
the combination of {,vo, Ka< mipotKOt contrasted with ou1-uroAtTat. • 

{fr,;, sc. yij. Lietzmann (Beginni~gs of the Christian Chunh, ii, 247) prefers 
to render " every strange city is their home town and every home town is strange " 
on the ground that the conception of 'native land ' in the patriotic sense was 
lacking in the ancient world. But, whilst 1raTp<s properly means ' native town ' 
(Lk. iv, 23 f. and pap.), it is better to give it here the wider connotation into which 
the knn shades off (2 Mace. viii, 21). in view of the occurrence of 1rdAn; (4). Cf. 2 
Mace. xiii, 14. 

For the sentiment see Blakeney's full note (pp. 49 f.). 
6. yaµoiio,v ... T£KVoyovoiio,v. For the absence of the ascetic note in the 

teaching of the Epistle, see pp. 40 f. Cf. Just. Mart., Apol. i, 29 : .,-~v cipx~v ovK 
,/yaµoiiµ.-,,, .-l µ~ J,r, 1ral6wv ava.,-po,f,fi. See Athenagoras, Suppl. 33 ; Resurr. 
2 r. For the abs. use of yaµ,w cf. 2 Mace. xiv, 25 ; 1 Car. vii, 28; P. Oxy. 
IX, 1213• (ii/A.D.): [.-1] 6.!60Ta.t µo, ya.µijoa.,; 

(Ka.,) T£Kvoyovovo,v. Otto, followed by Bunsen and Gildersleeve, inserts Ka.l. 
But the asyndeton is characteristic. Cf. ii, 9 ; ix, 2. T£Kvoyov,w is a rare and 
late word. Cf. Anlhol. Gr. ix, 4; 1r,µ.,f,8TJ 8'.-ls ay<ATJV T£Kvoyov.-,v a.,f,.-.,-os (of a 
heifer). The two verbs are here used of the Christians of both sexes. The 
fluidity in the use of ya.µ.,w (in the a.et. properly of the man ; in later Greek of 
the woman also) probably attaches to T£Kvoyov.!w (both verbs are used of the 
woman in I Tim. v, 14). 

(,,.,..,.ova,. 'They throw out', 'expose' (of children). Cf. Sophocles, O.T. 
719 ; Gen. xxi, 15. A 'verbum magis odiosum' (Otto) than the more usual word 
,!KT,8<va., (Hdt. i, rr2; Wisd. xviii, 5 ; Acts vii, 21 (cf. 19)). See the famous 
passage in P. Oxy. IV, 744 (r B.c.) in which a certain Hilarion, writing to his 
sister (wife) Alis, says: "if-good luck to you-you bear offspring, if it is a male, 
let it live : if it is a female, expose it". See Deissmann, L.A .E., pp. 167 ff. 
Too much must not be made of this somewhat rare allusion in the papyri. But 
exposure of (female) infants was common enough in the Graeco-Roman world to 
elicit protests from both Hellenistic Jews (cf. Ps.-Phocylides, 185) and Christian 
writers (Just. Mart., Apo!. i, 27; Athenagoras, Suppl. 35; Tertullian, Apol. 9; 
Minucius Felix, xxx; Didache ii, 2). See Blakeney, pp. 50 f. for fuller references. 

7 . .,-pc£1r.-l;,a.v ... Ko,.,..,,v. 'Free board they provide-but no carnal bed•, 
an interesting specimen of the author's terse and epigrammatic style. For 
.,-pcf,..,l;,a. KOLV1) cf. Just. Mart., Apol. i, 14 : EOTla.S KOtva; µ.~ 1ro,ovµ..-vo,. For 
,ra.pa.-r,8£VTa.< -rpa,r,l;,a.v, an old expression, cf. Homer, Od. v, 92 ; Acts xvi, 34. 

KO<TTJV. The reading is uncertain. (1) Ko,v17v. So the MS., followed by Otto 
(see his full note, pp. 178 f.) and other edd. This makes an effective play upon 
the word, ' a common board, but no polluted one'. If Ko,v17v be read the author 
may have in mind the question of Christians partaking of meats offered to idols, 
which vexed the Corinthian Church (1 Car. viii, x). Cf. Just. Mart., Dial. 34 
(sub fin.). For thi6 sense of Ko,v6s cf. 1 Mace. i, 62; Acts x, 14 al. Or possibly 
the allusion is to the calumnies circulated about the Christian love-feasts, namely, 
that promiscuous lewdness was commonly practised at services after dark. See 
Athcnagoras, Suppl. 3; Tertullian, Apol. 7. Radford (p. 64) inclines to think 
that the hospitality is not 'profane', in the sense that it is "consecrated by 
the word of God and thanksgiving", I Tim. iv, 5. Puech's suggestion (Les Apol. 
trees. pp. 255 (n. 2), 262) that there is here a veiled allusion to the Eucharist 
is improbable. See also Blakeney, p. 52. (2) KOLTTJV. So Prudentius of Maur 
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(1742) conjectures. This reading is adopted by Bunsen and many modern edd. 
Sec Just. Mart., Apol. ii, 2, of a Christian wife, oµ,o6lat7'0; Ka< oµ,6KOt7'0; y,voµ,lv71, 
seeking divorce from a dissolute husband, and the much-quoted passagr, from 
Tcrtullian, Apol. 39: 'omnia indiserela sun/ apud nos, praeler uxores •. The 
writer of Heb. xiii, 2-4 enjoins hospitality (<f,,>..o(<vla), but insists that the marriage­
bed be undefiled (~ Kofr-1/ cl.µ,lavTO;). 

For the paronomasia Ko,v~v ... KolTT/v, seep. 13. It is gratuitous to suggest, 
as Geffcken docs, that Clement of Alexandria is the model here. Paronomasia is a 
literary feature of general occurrence. See above, p. (,3. 

8. ,v aapi<i ... Ka"Ta aa.pKa. These Pauline borrowings (2 Cor. x, 3 ; Rom. 
viii, 4) illustrate the twofold sense in which the Apostle uses the term au.pt. ' In 
the flesh', i.e. physically, ' after the flesh', i.e. ethically, the aap( being viewed 
as the material medium through which the lower senses are gratified, and hence 
the seat of sin. Cf. Rom. vii, 18 ; Gal. v, 19 ff. 

For Tvyxa.vova,v see note on ii, I. 

9. The thought that the Christians' 'native land' is in heaven frequently 
recurs in the writings of the period. But the other-worldliness of our Epistle is 
healthy. There is no escapist strain such as we find in Tertullian, who, placing 
the true Christian abode in heaven (' seit se peregrinam in terris agere . 
dignitatem in eaelis habere ', Apol. 1), would hasten the Christians' progress 
thereto (' nihil nostra refert in hoe aevo, nisi de eo quam eeleriter e:xeedere ', Apo!. 4r). 
Plato (Repub. 592B) had already envisaged the pattern of an ideal city in 
heaven, the practices of which the wise man will adopt. 

Sta"Tplf3ova,v. Abs. as in 2 Mace. xiv, 23; John iii, 22. Frequent in papyri. 
,v ovpavq, 1ToA,nvoVTa,, 'they live (as citizens) in heaven ', where God • lives ' 
(1T0At'T<VE'T'1L X, 7). For <V ovpavq,, cf. <V ovpavo,; (vi, 8; x, 7). The thought 
is plainly reminiscent of Phil. iii, 20. It recurs often in r Clem. See ii, 8 and 
especially liv. 4 : Ta'V'Ta ol 1roA1.T£v6µ,£vo, T~v d.µ,eraµ,JATJ-rov -rroAt-rElav ToV 8EoV 

€1rol11aav Kai 1ro1.~aovaiv. See on woA1.T£la (v, 4). 
ro. The meaning is that Christians excel the laws in that they exhibit a 

higher type of life than mere legal requirements demand (cf. Athenagoras, Suppl. 
32 and 34 ad fin.). This kind of life is exemplified in general terms in the 
statements that follow (1 r-16). Love as being "the fulfilment of the law" 
holds the first place (Rom. xiii, ro). The ' laws ' here are the ordinances laid 
down by the secular authority, obedience to which Paul had enjoined (Rom. xiii, 
I ff.), and which Christians, in the thought of our author, 'overcome ' in the sense 
that they fulfil (1TA'T/povv) them. It is more probable that the author is here 
indebted, as so often, to Paul than to classical precedents (Aristotle, Varro, 
Horace) which Geffcken (p. r8) cites. For the insistence on the Christians' 
loyalty to lawful state demands, see pp. 38 ff. Cf. Lactantius, Div. Inst. vi, 23 : 
' nee tantum legibus publieis pareat: sed sit supra omnes leges, qui legem dei sequitur '. 
We have an analogy in the transcendence of the Jewish law by Christians, which 
is implicit in both the teaching of Jesus (see especially Matt. v, 17 f.) and Paul's 
view of" the fruit of the Spirit" as above the law (Gal. v, 23). Cf. 1 Tim. i, 9: 
"the law is not made for a righteous man". 

Kal, here and similarly in rr-16, introduces a mild antithesis, almost 'yet'. 
Cf. John i, IO; iii, II; P. Tebt. ii, 27830 : '1)'TWt Kat ovx EvplaKWt. 

rr. d.ya1Twa, 1Ta.V'Ta~. The verb is used here (as in vi, 6; x, 7) of man's love to 
man ; to God (x, 3). Note how the scope of Diognetus's original question, ' what 
is the love which they have for one another?', is here enlarged (' all men') and 
later particularized (vi, 6) into love of enemies. Cf. the universal note struck in 
x, 6: Christian love ministers to one's 'neighbour' and to 'those in need·. 
Cf. Aristides, Apol. xv. A. D. Nock (Conversion, p. 219) shows that· love of the 
brethren ' has analogies in popular philosophy and pagan faiths. But it " was 
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altogether more lively and more far-reaching in Christianity". Our author gives 
but a slight treatment of Diognetus's question. Overbeck (Studien i, 7) suggests 
that a fuller exposition of this point stood originally in the lacuna at vii, 6-7. 

12-13. Th!' language is clearly reminiscent of 2 Cor. vi, 9-10: 
, ' 

dj'l'OOVVTdt. 

8ava-ro'Vi'7'at, Kai (wo1TotolJVTat. 

'77"TW).'EVova1. ... 1roAA0Vs-. 
1'111v.wv ... 1rep1.craeUova1,v. 

Ws a yvoo VµEvot. 

Ws ci1ro6vriaKoVT£S' Kai iSo t', (Wµ.Ev, Ws 
, 1TatSev~µevo1. Kai µ.~ 

1

0ava-roVµ.evo,. 
ws 7TTWXO< ••• ,r,\01,n{ol>T<S. 
<rls µ. 71 S£v . . . Ka-rl xovres. 

But there is a marked difference. Our author applies to the Christian life 
in general what Paul sketches of his own ministry in particular. This difference 
appears in various details. (r) While Paul was misunderstood (dyvootlµ,vo,) by 
some, yet he was understood (Jmy,vwaKoµoo,) by others (cf. 2 Cor. xi, 16). The 
Christians had no such recompense; it was their lot both to suffer wide ignor­
ance or misunderstanding and to be condemned, (2) the Apostle, while dying 
' daily ', was inwardly sustained (cf. 2 Cor. iv, ro) ; Christians suffer death, but 
the life of the Christian society is renewed. For this latter idea, see v, 16 ; vi, 
9; vii, 8. 

ayvoovVTcu =,\. For the pass. cf. Gal. i, 22. The connexion appears to be that 
Christians are ' not understood ' and yet (or in consequence) are condemned. 
For this nuance of dyvoew cf. Mark ix, 32. It was commonly maintained by 
the apologists that the persecution of Christianity rested on the fact that the 
emperors were not rightly informed about its nature and objects, such ignorance 
or distortion being due (so Just. Mart., Apol. i, 14) to the activity of the demons. 
Justin indeed appeals to the authorities to pass judgement on Christians only 
Kct-rci -rov aKp,fl-ij Kctl .!tcraa-r,Kov .\oyov (Apol. i, 2), for aKpl-rws Ko.\a.{,-r< /L~ ,f,po.,,.{{ol>T<S 
(Apol. i, 5). Cf. also Apol. ii, 14. Similarly Tertullian, Apol. l, 'unum gestit 
interdum, ne ignoratur damnetur ', and again (ibid.), 'quid enim iniquius, quam 
ut oderint homines, quod ignorant'. 

6ava-rovv-r,u, "al {wo1ro,ovv-rcu, 'they are put to death, yet they are endowed 
with We ' (cf. {wo1ro,otlµoo,, v, 16). For the collocation of the two verbs see 
4 K. v, 7 ; 1 Peter iii, 18. 

,r.\ovrl{ova,. Cf. Gen. xiv, 23; 2 Cor. vi, IO. See Anz, Subsidia, p. 297. 
,ra.v-rwv va-r,povVTa,. Christians are like Q.T. worthies va-r<potlµ,vo, (Heb. xi, 37). 

cv ,ra.a, ,,.,p,aa,tlova,v: 'they abound in all things' (opp. to va-r,pew, cf. 1 

Cor. viii, 8, Phil. iv, 12). a sense of the verb common in Paul. For 1r<ptaa£vw 

/,v, cf. 1 Cor. xv, 58, Phil. i, 9. 
14. anµovv-ra, ... Sota.(ov-ra, may possibly reflect Paul's S,ci 8&f,7; Ket! 

a.TLµ,as (2 Cor. vi, 8). Cf. 1 Cor. iv, 10 and for the collocation Sir. iii, 10. d-r,µlct,s, 
the plur. indicating ,, the individual concrete manifestations of the abstract 
quality" (Blass, Gram. p. 84). Cf. Dem. xviii, 205. 

oofa.(ov-rcu. Here used of honour by men. Cf. Esth. iii, 1 ; 1 Mace. ii, 64. 
The verb receives enriched meaning in the N.T. (John xii, 28 al.). 

p>.aat/,-rJµoiiv-rcu, 'are defamed '. For this sense, calumny against men, cf. 
Rom. iii, 8 ; 1 Cor. x, 30 ; Titus iii, 2. 

S,",uovv-ra,, •justified' (in the sight of men). i.e. vindicated as to the calumnies 
they suffer (P.\aa,f,71µovv-ra,). Cf. Matt. xi, 19. In ix, 4 (below) in the Pauline 
sense, 'justified ' (before God). See note. 

15. ,\0 ,8opovv-rctL Ket< £v.\oyova,v. A reminiscence of 1 Cor. iv, 12. Cf. also 
1 Peter iii, 9; Rom. xii, 14. So Aristides, Apol. xv, "those who grieve them they 
comfort and make them their friends". In cl. Gk. •v.\oyew ='to praise'. 
Hellenistic adds the associated sense 'to bless', as in Gen. xiv, 19; Acts iii, 26. 

i,pp,(ov-ra,, Kai TLµ,wa,v. Geffcken (19) thinks that the 'honour ' is that paid 
by the Christians to the emperor, in that they regard him as ordained of God 
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(cf. Rom. xiii) to his high office and pray for him and for the stability of the Empire. 
See Tertullian, Apol. 31 ff. 

16. ciya001ro1ofivns, abs. as in Lk. vi, 9. The context (,il.\oyoiicnv, nµwa,v) 
favours the sr,nse 'to do good (to) ', as in Aristeas, 242 ; Num. x, 32 ; Lk. vi, 
33, 35. The verb sometimes carries the sense ' to do what is morally right ' 
(1 Peter ii, 15, 20; 3 John 11). See Hatch, Essays, p. 7. For the suffering 
of the ciya801ro1oiiV'7'ES, cf. 1 Peter iii, 17; for rejoicing in punishment, 2 Cor. vi, 
10; 1 Peter iv, 13; Col. i, 24, etc. Note the epanastrophe 1<0.\a.~0V1"a,. KoAa~oµevo,, 
and cf. ;m!Snt,v. ;m!Snt, (viii, 5-6). Ko.\a.~w is a favourite word of the author 
(ii, 8, see note; vi, 9; vii, 8; x, 7). 

17. For the hatred shown to Christians see ii, 6; vi, 5. It is probable that the 
reference to Jewish bitterness is quite general (cf. John xv, 18 f.) and not to any 
specific persecution such as the Bar-Cochba rising (see above, p. 39). Radford, 
following Otto, cites Just. Mart., Apol. i, 31 : "the Jews regard us with personal 
enmity (;x8povs} and active hostility (1ro.\eµ{ovs), slaying and injuring us just as 
you Gentiles do". Cf. also Dial. chs. 16, 19, 133. At the final preparations for 
Polycarp's death the Jews were especially zealous "as is their custom" (ws 
.Oos avrois}, Mart. Polyc. xiii, 1. Cf. r Thess. ii, r4-r6. wcl 'E.\.\11vwv, i.e. Gentiles, 
as in i (above). 

Kal ,,.~,, a/,,.{av KTA. Otto cites John xv, 25 (= Ps. xxxiv, 19; lxviii, 5); but 
the parallel is closer in thought than in language. The statement relates to the 
general hatred of the Christians, for which their enemies can assign no cause­
a confirmation of the fact that Christians ciyvooiiVTa1 (v, 12). Both Jews and 
Greeks could of course supply specific reasons for their hostile attitude, the one 
the Christians' acceptance of Jesus as the Messiah (cf. Just. Mart., Apo/. i, 36), 
the other their •atheism' and repudiation of heathen gods (ii, 6). The writer 
himself supplies some reasons. See above, p. 39. 

For Jewish persecution of Christians, see Harnack, Expansion, i, 57 ff. 
Et11'Etv ... ovK lxova,v. For the construction see on ii, IO (above). 

VI 

An analogy between the function of the soul in the body and that of Christians 
in the world is elaborated in a series of antithetical statements. The section 
concludes with a moralizing touch : Christians must not refuse their divindy 
appointed rank. 

1. a1r.\ws S' El1rEiv may mean 'to speak simply· (or 'shortly'; cf. Isoc. 4, 
154), or • to speak in general terms' (cf. Aristotle, Pol. iii, 9, 5 ; Nie. Eth. 
iii, 6, 2). The latter rendering is perhaps to be preferred, since the specific 
features of the Christians' manner of life (v) are followed (vi) by a broad statement 
of their relation to the world. 

01rEp ... TOVT ••. For the form of the comparison Ge:ffcken (p. 19) cites 
Philo, de opif. mundi, 53 (12M) : 01rEp yap voiis ;,, ,f,vxfi, ,,.o;;,,.' o,f,8a.\µos h 
aWµ.a-rr.. 

;,, Koaµq,. The term Koaµos appears fourteen times in the Ep., eight times in 
this chapter. The prevailing sense is ethical: the world of human affairs viewed 
as apart from and hostile to God. Cf. especially x, 7 : ' the deceit and error of 
the world'. This sense is found in Paul (1 Cor. i, 21), James (i, 27), and is 
especially Johannine (John xiv, 17; r John iv, 4, etc.). In x, 2 (below) and 
perhaps xii, 9 the word appears in its classical sense : the world as an ordered 
system. Cf. Acts xvii, 24, etc. See Burton, Galatians, p. 514. 

2. A vivid figure of the soul dispersed as seed (ea1raprn,) through all the 
members of the body. For Christians as seed sown in the world, cf. Iren., Adv. 
Haer. iii, 11, 8: 1<aTla1rap7"at ~ ;KKATJa{a ;1rl 1rci.U1Js Tfjs yfjs. Our author's statement 
(cf. v, 4) is more or less rhetorical and can hardly be cited as evidence for the 

8 
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spread of Christianity in the first two centuries (see Harnack, Expansion, vol. ii, 
25). Nevertheless numerous passages elsewhere have the same tenor. See 
the references on this point cited in Otto's note on Just. Mart., Apol. i, I. In 
A.D. r r 2 Pliny (Ep. to Tmjan, x, 96) writes of the Christians: 'multi enim omnis 
a~latis, omnis o,-dinis, uti-iusque sexus etiam vocantur in periculum et vocabuntur. 
lVeque emm civitates tantum, sed vicos etiam atque agros superstitionis istius con­
tagio perMgata est'. Cf. Tacitus, Ann. xv, 44; Eus., H.E. ii, 3; iv, 7, etc. 

Ka'Ta T,'CLV'TWV ..-wv µ•Awv ' ' ' Ka'Ta 'TOS r.o>.ns. The genit. and acc. cases with 
Ka-rci. in a local sense here approximate in meaning, the acc. having perhaps a more 
distributive force, 'throughout the several cities of the world'. Cf. Lie. iv, 
14 (genit.) ; Acts viii, I (acc.). Ka-rci., c. genit., 'throughout', is Hellenistic (cf. 
Polyb. iii, r9, 7, 1<a.,-ci -r'qs V'l]aov Su:a1rci.p'7aav, Jos., Antiq. viii, 297, T6 E8vos KaTd. 

mi.<nJs <nrap71aETai yiis), though it is seen in class. Gk. in the phrases Ka9' o>.ou 
and Ka-ra 1raVTos. In the N.T. it is Lukan (Gospel and Acts) and found always with 
o>.os (Acts ix, 31, etc.). See Blass-Deb. § 225. 

3- Note here and in § § 4, 7, 8 that each half of the analogy contains a contrast 
within itself. 

Ka, Xp,aTLavo, KTA. Cf. John xv, 19; xvii, II, 14, 16. The thought is akin 
to that of v, 5. It finds some correspondence in Pauline teaching (1 Cor. ii, 12; 
Gal. ,·i, 14). 

4. aopa,os ... opa-rip. For the collocation cf. Col. i, 16; lgn., Trail. v, 2. 
dopa-ros is used of their' religion • (below) and of God (vii, 2). Cf. Ign., Po/ye. iii, 2. 

<ppovp•i..-a,, ' is guarded '. The verb is commonly used in the (military) sense 
'to garrison', 'to keep watch•. So I Esdras iv, 56; 2 Cor. xi, 32; Phil. iv, 7. 
Here the sense is rather 'to enclose', 'to keep in ward', for which cf. Wisd. 
xvii, 15 ; Gal. iii, 23. The notion is virtually repeated below (vi, 7). where 
note the force of £')'K<KAwrrai and & <ppovp~- See note by E. L. Hicks in Class. 
Rev. i, 7 f. Cf. Plut., de Defect. Orac. 29 : ovlle <ppovp•iv avyKA•laaVTas iv ii>.'/1 
"nor keep them (gods) imprisoned by enclosing them with matter". 

For the idea of the soul as the prisoner of the body see note on vi, 7. Otto 
appositely cites (Ps.)-Plato, Axioch. p. 365E, ed. Steph., ~µ•is µ<v yap •a1uv 
1/JV')(TJ, {wov d9ava-rov, & 9vrrrip Ka9npyµivov <ppovplcp. 

Kal Xp,aTLavo, ...,.)._ Throughout the chapter the parallelism between the soul 
on the one hand and Christians on the other is closely drawn. At this point 
it is somewhat extended. It is the religion of the Christians that is like the soul 
in being secret or mvisible. 

,uv oVT•s- Later edd. follow this conjecture for the MS. µlvoVT•S- Note the 
correlative Iii. To join disparate words is a wmmon scribal error. Cf. Just. 
Ma.rt., de Resurr. 6 : µ,iv ovawv (µ,•vovawv, B and edd.), Xen. Oecon. viii, 4 : 
a.-raKTo~ µ•v ovaa. For ~ 9,oai{3na see on p. 93. Funk sees here a contrast 
between the externalism of pagan and Jewish religion and the spirituality of 
Christian worship. So also Otto. Th.is is in line with the general connotation of 
8waif3ELa as "profession of religion". But the nuance here may be the inner 
character of Christian piety, the life that is " hid with Christ in God ". Lightfoot's 
remark (Hist. Essays, p. 15) is here, by way of contrast, very pertinent: "it is 
next to impossible for us to realize the ubiquity, the obtrusiveness, the intrusiveness 
of polytheism ". But Christianity as "a spiritual religion from its very nature 
does not force itself on observation in the same way". 

5-6. The ethical (Pauline) sense of ua.pf would fit the context here (see on v, 8). 
But, since the chapter deals with the body as opposed to the soul (cf. I ff. 7 ff.), 
the aa.pf is here virtually equivalent to the awµa. Cf. the µi>.71 of verse 6. At 
the same time, the gradations from the physical to the ethical nuance of the term 
aapf cannot always be clearly marked. For the opposition of flesh to soul see 
Plut., Mor. 101B; Gal. v, 17; I Pet. ii, 11. 
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1ra>.,µ,,i. Abs. as in I Mace. xi, 46; Jas. iv, 2. Cf. the pass. use above (v, 17). 

µ,118ev. Adv. acc. 8,6,,,, causal, as apparently always in N.T. (Lk. i, 13 al.), 
and 300 times in LXX (Thackeray, Gram. i, 139). It is used here instead of 
oT• probably to avoid hiatus after d.EiiKouµ,lv11 as frequently in Polyb. and LXX. 
Cf. below, a.8,Kovµ,ovos, .;.,., (causal). See Meecham, L.A. pp. 162 f. 

Tais 718ovais. A depreciatory sense is implied. The word is found five times 
in N.T. in a bad sense (Lk. viii, 14 al.). For the plur. cf. Aristeas, 277; 4 
Mace. v, 23 ; Titus iii, 3 ; and ix, 1 (below). 

Kw>.v,-ra, xpija8a,. For 'the pass. of Kw>.vw, c. infin. (without the art.). cf. 
Acts xvi, 6, Heb. vii, 23, and see note on iv, 3 above. For xpija8a, see p. r r. 

a.VTtTaaaoVTa,. Mid. 'they range themselves against', 'resist'. Cf. Prov. 
iii, 34 ; Rom. xiii, 2, etc. For the aloofness of the Christians from worldly pleasures, 
see Minucius Felix, Octavius, xii : " you abstain from legitimate amusements, 
you never visit the shows, never join the processions, never attend the public 
banquets". Cf. also Tertullian, Apol. 38. 

For the world's hatred of Christians, see v, 17 (note) and cf. 1 John iii, 13. 
6. 71 ,f,ux71 ... aapKa. The thought is repeated from vi, 5 (see p. r 5). 

The soul loves also the limbs (Ta µ,l>.11), through which it is dispersed (vi, 2). 
Ka, Xp,anavo, KT>.. Cf. the teaching of Jesus (Matt. v, 44; Lk. vi, 27 f.). 

Seep. 30. 
7. The import of this section depends upon the meaning of auvixw. (r) 'hold 

together' (Gildersleeve cites Max. Tyr. 15, 5 : To µ,ev awµ,a auv•x•-ra,, 71 8, ,f,ux71 
auvlx«). The thought appears to be that the soul, though confined (<yKiK>.rnrra,) 
within the body (cf. note on vi, 4), avails to hold the body together, since it 
is dispersed (fo1rapai, vi, 2) through its members. Similarly, the ,Christians are 
locked up in the world ws ,!v ,f,poup~. yet suffice to hold it together, since they 
are spread abroad through its cities. Lake renders' sustain the world', and cites 
Aristides, Apol. xvi, "I have no doubt but that the world stands through the 
intercession of Christians ". The idea that Christians are the preservative of the 
world is common in early writers, a natural development of the figures used by 
Jesus of Christians as 'salt•. 'light' (Matt. v, 13 ff.). Justin (Apol. i, 45) says 
that it is on account of the good and virtuous (i.e. Christians) that God has de­
layed the consummation. See also Apol. ii, 7 (init.). In similar vein Tertullian 
(Apol. 32 and 39) states that Christians pray for emperors and for the stability 
of the Roman Empire, since it is the existence of the latter that retards the final 
dissolution of all things (see also ad Scap. 2). Cf. Clem. Alex., Quis dives salv. 
36 : " this is the seed (i.e. the elect) sent here as on a kind of foreign service 
and all things are held together so long as the seed remains here". Origen (Con. 
Gels .. viii, 70) has the Gospel figure of the salt: " men of God are assuredly the 
salt of the earth ; they preserve the order of the world ; and society is held to­
gether (auvla..11K<) as long as the salt is uncorrupted". Most commentators take 
the passage here in this sense. But (2) if avvlxw may be rendered' hold in charge', 
'keep under arrest', the parallelism becomes more exact. Just as the soul, though 
shut up in the prison of the body, yet keeps the body under control, so Christians 
apparently imprisoned in the world, really hold mastery over it. For this sense 
of auvlxw cf. Lk. xxii, 63; I Clem. xx, 5; and pap. (M.M., Vocab. p. 6o6b). 
Cf. the force of auv•x« in 2 Cor. v, 14, ' keeps within bounds '. 

Otto thinks that the phrase ws <v ,f,poup~ Tep Koaµ,q, is reminiscent of Plato, 
Phaedo 62B, ws ,v T,v, rf,poup~ ,aµ,,v o/ av8pw1ro,, ·and that its following words, 
KaL oV 8£i 8~ EavrOv EK -raVT17s- AV£tv oUS' ci1ro8,8p<laKnv are echoed in vi, 10. The 
notion of the soul as incarcerated in the body is of course widesprea<;I in both pagan 
and Christian literature. We may add Plato, Phaedo SzE, where the soul is 
described as 8,a8,8<µ,•v11v ,!v T<p awµ,an Ka< 1rpoaK<Ko>.>.11µ,lv11v, Tim. 4~B. oTav 
(,f,11x71) ,is awµ,a ,vS,Ofi 8v11Tov, Cicero, Somn. Seip. 3, 'ii vivunt qui e corpornm 
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t•inculis tamq11a.m e cat'ceYe evolaverunt '. 
is a Srnµ=TJP•ov. Cf. Rom. vii, 22 f. 
rC'fcrences . 

For Philo (de migr. Abr. 9) the body 
2 Cor. v, 1-4. See Blakeney (p. 56) for 

.'yo:ciKA<10Tm, 'is enclosed ' (perf.). For the verb cf. ii, 7 ; vii, 2 (act.). For 
Ka-rci-xw 'detain ', 'imprison', cf. Gen. xxxix, 20. Often in pap. 'to arrest', 
</,povpa. shows the ambiguity of its cognate verb and may mean ' watch ' and 
·prison'. The whole context of this chapter supports the latter rendering. 
See note on <f,povp£i·ra, (vi, 4). 

8. The meaning is not that the soul is necessarily immortal. See above, p. 
28. Several of the apologists reject the idea of natural immortality. See 
Just. Mart., Dial. 5; Theoph., ad Autol. ii, 27. But the soul is capable of 
immortality by union with the divine Spirit. Cf. ' they are put to death, yet 
theY are endowed with life' (v, 12). Cf. v, 16; x, 2 (the promise of the kingdom 
in heaven). 

a8a.vaTo,. A frequent epithet of the soul. Cf. Pausanias iv, 32, 4; 4 Mace. 
xiY, 6. cr1<71vwµan, i.e. the bodily 'frame', the temporary home of the soul. 
Cf. \\"isd. ix, 15, and 2 Cor. v, 1 (crKijvo,), on which see Field, Notes, p. 183, and 
2 Pet. i, 13-14. Eus., H.E. ii, 25, speaks of the place where Ta l£pa cr1<71vwµaTa 
of Peter and Paul are laid. KaTo<KEi, intrans. See above, p. 108. 

1rapo,Kovcr,v. See on 1ra.po,Ko, (p. 109). There is no implied contrast between 
the two verbs here (as there is in Gen. xxxvii, 1). As we have seen, KaTo<KEW 
is used quite generally by the author and 1rapo<K<w specially of the Christians' 
'sojourn'. 

<f,8ap-ro,, ... a<f,8a.pcrlav. The collocation is familiar (cf. 1 Cor. xv, 53). 
<f,8a.p-ro, is not specifically of the body (cf. Wisd. ix, 15). It related to earthly 
things in general. Cf. 2 Clem. vi, 6 : -ra lv8a.6• ... <f,8ap-ra. (cf. Barn. xix, 8). 
In ix, 2 (below) <f,8ap-ro, is used of men. a<f,8apcrla is commonly employed by the 
apologists to denote God's manner of life as free from decay. Applied to 
Christians it suggests that their destiny was a divine existence of a similar quality. 
For a</,8apcrla and alla.vacrla see 1 Cor. xv, 53. 

lv ovpavoi,. See v, 9, and Hort's note on 1 Pet. i, 5. 
9. The author is content to remark the spiritual benefit of literal fasting, 

i.e. abstinence from food and drink. He says nothing about other forms of 
fasting or about the various motives which prompt it (see R. L. Ottley in Lux 
.'1.fundi, pp. 511 :ff.). There is no suggestion that fasting is imposed upon 
Christians. In the early Christian period fasting is commended as a useful spiritual 
exercise ; it must not, however, be a merely external observance. See Barn. 
iii; Just. Mart., Dial. 15 (both cite Is. !viii); Polycarp, ad Phil. vii; Hermas, 
Sim. v, 1 :ff. The Didache, viii, 1 enjoins a change of days for the Christians' 
two weekly fasts. Later, great emphasis was laid on fasting (Tertullian, Cyprian, 
Jerome). 

The author curtly dismisses Jewish fasts as a 'sham' (•lpwvda, iv, 1). 
Ka.1<ovpyovµc!v71. The cognate noun is used in respect of the soul in Ps. xxxiv 

(xxxv), 17. cr,Tlo,,, 'food' (Prov. xxiv, 57 (xxx, 22), Acts vii, 12 (N AB)), 1r0To<s, 

• drink • (Ign., Trall. ii, 3) are datives of respect. For the combination, cf. 
Xen., Anab. vii, 1, 33. For the association of the soul with food and drink, 
cf. Lk. xii, 19. See Otto's note for other references. 

fJdnovra., (pass.). A late verb. Cf. Philo, de sacr. Abel 42 ; Plut., Mor. 
85 C.; inscr. Cf. Clem. Alex., Paedag. i, 1, 1 : -ro -rl>,os av-rov fJ•>.nwcra., -r~v 
'PVXYJV £CTT£V, 

Kal Xp,CTT,a.voi ... µa>.>.ov. The thought (see below, 1r>.£0va.,ovcr,) is anticipated 
in v, 12, 16 and repeated in vii, 8 (note Ko>.a.'w and 1r>.Eova,w). 

Ko>.a.,6J,<,Evo,. See note on ii, 8, Ka.8' 71µ,lpa.v may be taken with either 
Ko>.a{oµ•vo, or .,,>.wva,ovcr,. If the latter, the statement, though not the language, 
is parallel to Acts ii, 47. 
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1r>«ovclCova,. ' Increase ' in either (a) numbers (quantitative). or (b) strength 

(qualitative). The strict parallelism with fJ.>.-r,oih-a, would support (b). The 
soul improves the less the corporeal needs are tended. So Christians grow 
(inwardly) the more they arc punished. Stephanus, Otto, and others take this 
view. But the N.T. usage of the verb (2 Peter i, 8 al.) generally seems to carry 
with it the notion of external or visible increase (' to flourish ')-1 Thess. iii, 12 of 
spiritual increase is an exception-and this appears to be the sense in vii, 8 (below). 
Moreover, the idea that the Christians increase in numbers in proportion as they 
are oppressed is very familiar in the apologetic writings. Cf. Just. Mart., Dial. 
I 10 : " the more such things (tortures) happen, the more do others and in 
larger numbers become faithful and worshippers of God through the name of 
Jesus", So also Tertullian, Apol. 50: "the oftener we are mown down by 
you, the more in number we grow; the blood of Christians is seed". See also 
ad Scap. 5 : " this community will be undying ; for be assured that just in the 
time of its seeming overthrow it is built up into greater power ". See Lactantius, 
Div. Inst. v, 19; Origen, Con. Cels. vii, 26. 

,ls -roaaw71v ... ,rapai-r~aaa9a,. Otto sees here a reflection of Plato, Phaedo, 
62B. See note on vi, 7 (above). Plato, Apo!. 29A is perhaps a closer parallel: 
Socrates will not desert the post (-rclf,v) to which the god has ordained him. For 
the thought cf. Cicero, de Senectute, 73 ; Tusc. Disp. i, 74. 

For 1rapa1-rloµ.a, see on iv, 2. Lachmann prefers to read -roiav-r71v here. 
The -rclf,s is the place or rank of the Christians as the soul of the world, eh. 

vi ending on the same note as that on which it begins. For this sense of the term, 
cf. Isocrates, vi, 2 : -r~v l8lav -roii f3iov -rclf,v 8,aef,vM.TTwv, " by keeping the place 
appropriate to my years", Josephus, Antiq. xx, 183: ,ra,8aywyos ... -ra.[,v -r~v 
l1rl -rwv 'E>.>.71v1Kwv l1r1a-ro>.wv 1r<,r1a-rrnµ.lvos. Lake thinks that the notion is that 
of the Church as the 'militia dei' (Tertullian). But the context does not suggest 
the military flavour which -ra.{,s often carries ('post'. Cf. Plato, Apol. 29A, 
referred to above). 

VII 

The religion of the Christians is no human discovery, but a divine revelation. 
It was God who implanted in men the truth and the holy and incomprehensible 
word by sending to them 'the very Artificer and Creator of the universe '. He 
sent him in gentleness, meekness, and love to save and persuade, not to compel 
nor to judge ... Christian martyrs suffer and die but are not overcome. Nay, 
they multiply the more. These things attest God's presence and power. 

r. ws ,ef,71v, i.e. in v, 3 (see note, and cf. iv, 6). The thought there touched 
upon is now resumed and developed (hence ya.p) and the language to some extent 
repeated. Cf. l,r,voiq. (v, 3) with 9v71T~v l1rivo,av, and ,up71µ.,vov (v, 3) with 
•vp71µ.a. Note av9pw1rivwv µ.va-r71piwv as perhaps an echo of 8oyµ.aTOS av9pw1rivou 
(v, 3). Ps.-Justin, Cohort. ad Gent. viii, insists that " our progenitors ... re­
ceived from God the knowledge which also they taught to us. For neither by 
nature nor by human conception (dvfJpw1riV'fl lvvoiq.) is it possible for men to know 
things so great and divine", etc. Cf. Just. Mart., Apol. ii, 10: "our doctrines, 
then, appear to be greater than all human teaching". 

,1r1y,wv. Cf. vii, 2. Note Paul's phrase ol Ta <TTiy«a ef,povouvns (Phil. iii, 19) 
and the ao,f,{a i1rty«os of Jas. iii, 15. For <vp71µ.a note the class.-w,a form, not 
the /(oine preference for -,µ.a (cf. Sir. xx, 9; Strabo xvi, 2, 24). See Thackeray, 
Gram. i, 80; Moulton, Proleg. p. 4(,; 'Moulton-Howard, Gram. 57, 35-l· afwO,nv. 

See note on iii, 2. 
olKovoµ.{av µ.va-r 71 piwv 1rrnia-rrnVTa1. C:f. I Cor. ix, 17. Gildersleeve cites 

Theophilus, ad Auto/. i, II : [o /3aa,>.,11s] Tpomp nv, olKovoµ.iav 1r<TTLa-r<UTa1. Verb_s, 
which in the act. take an acc. oI the thing and a dat. of the person (cf. John 11, 
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24), have (in the pass.) the latter (dat.) as subject, while the former (acc.) is 
retained. Cf. vii, 2 (below) ; Rom. iii, 2 ; Gal. ii, 7. For oiKovoµ.la, see on iv, 
5, and for µ.ucrr11p,ov, on iv, 6. The perf. 1T<1T<OTrnvra, has its full force of completed 
past action with existing result (contrast the aorist 1Tap,8&811 ). 

2. aVTos . . aVTos. The repeated pronoun adds emphasis. Cf. ix, 2 and 
Rev. xix, 15. o 1Tavr0Kpa:rwp (8,6s). Cf. Al'isteas, 185; 2 Mace. viii, 18. In 
the X.T. the appellative 1Tavr0Kpa:rwp in reference to God (' All-Sovereign ') is 
confined (except in 2 Cor. vi, 18, a quotation) to nine instances in Rev. (i, 8 f.) 
but is verY frequent in early Christian literature (r Clem. ii, 3 al.) . 

.,,a,..,.o,n-{CJ'TTJ~- The word is not given in LS. 8 It may be a coinage of the 
author, though an obvious formation from o 1Tavrwv KT<OT'7S (of God, 2 Mace. i, 24; 
Sir. xxi,·, S; cf. l Pet. iv, 19). 

aopa-ros. Of God, as frequently in Greek, Jewish, and Christian thought, 
Cf. de Mundo, 399a; Col. i, 15 ; Heb. xi, 27; r Tim. i, 17; 2 Clem. xx, 5. See 
Josephus, Bell. vii, 346 : aopa-ros ... wa.,,,p aVTos o 8,6s. For the thought, 
cf. John i. 18. 

a1T oupavwv. The phrase should probably be taken not with aVTos but with 
,viSpua,, 'established from heaven', indicating the source of the divine action 
and the origin of the truth so established. 

-r~v a>.118«av ... .;.,,,pwo17-rov. A difficult passage due largely to the elasticity 
of the term >.oyos. (a) 'reason'. This, though supported by x, 2: 'to whom He 
gave reason ' (>.oyov. Cf. ii, 9, >.oyiaµ.os) is, in view of the epithets, improbable. 
(b) 'teaching ', i.e. truth revealed in Christ, here spoken of as 'established' and 
• fixed firmly ' among men. So Lightfoot-Harmer. (c) the Word, i.e. the 
Inca.mate Son. Otto, who takes this view, cites John xiv, 6 (for -r~v a>.118«av) and 
Theophilus, ad Autol. ii, 10 (o >.oyos o ciy,os). His further references to Just. 
:'\fart., Apol. i, 32 ; Dial. 54, do not seem conclusive for the present passage. 
The terms ciy,os and .;.,,,p,vo17-ros fit either (b) or (c), and indeed, as Radford (p. 68 f.) 
points out, the two views (b) and (c) are not mutually exclusive. It may be that 
the author intends ' the truth ' and ' the word ' as personifications of Christ, as 
in the Preachin{! of Peter (Clem. Alex., Strom. i, 29, 182), where the Lord is called 
'Law and ·word'. On the other hand, some support for (b) is found in the terms 
,viSpua< and .iyKa-r<OT11P•t• and in the fact that the title Logos is used of Christ only 
in the Appendix (xi, 2, 3, 7 ; xii, 9). The balance of probability lies on the side 
of (b). In contrast with the 'earthly discovery' and the 'mortal idea' and 
• mere human mysteries' (vii, 1) God has established among men the truth and 
the holy, incomprehensible teaching by sending 'the very Artificer', etc. On 
this view there would seem again to be kinship with Johannine thought. Note 
especially the connexion of a>.118«a and >.oyos. Cf. I John i, 8: 11 a>.118«a (o 
..\Oyos-, i, 10) oL'K E(TT'LV £v ~µ,'iv, ii, 14 : 0 A.Oyos ToiJ BEoV Ev Vµ,iv µ,Ev£1., John xvii, 17 : 

0 ..\Oyos- 0 aOs- dA~8ELcf E<TTLV. 

For Q1T£p<V0'7"0V, cf. Theophilus, ad Autol. i, 3: µ.<yo8« aKa'TClAT/1T'TOS, J,t,« ' 
.;.,,,p,vo'l"os (of God). The word is used (in an active sel'!se) of 11 ,/,vx11 in Athenag., 
Suppl. 27: ci1Trp,v6Tf-rO~ SE TOV TTa-rpOs Kai TTOL1JTOV TWv O..\wv . 

..,,Spva,. Cf. Plut., ]Vlor. 1008A: 11 q,va,s, WU1T<p KV/3<pvfrr17v ,v,llpvaaaa 
-rfl K«f,a>.fl TOV >.oy,aµov. 

<yKancrr11p,(,. Rare word. Cf. Cornutus, de nat. deorum vi: o M/Jos o~-ros 
011 KaAoUµ_£v yijv, oiov£i Ka-ra1108£ir, £yKaT£OTTJplx8TJ. 

KaBJ..,,,p. See note on ii, I. 

dK<L'7<t£V, av8pclJ1To<s V1TT/PE'TT/V K'TA. (MS.). avOpclJ1Tots may be due to ditto­
graphy (cf one line above). Otto emends to <iKaa«<v &.v8pclJ1Twv, v1T17p•-r17v, and 
points to dis av8pclmwv av ns >.oyiaa,-ro (vii, 3). Bunsen and other edd. read 
dKaa«<v civ8pw.,,os, i,.,,17pl-r17v. For the stylistic trait see p. 15. 

i,"''1P'"'1" nva ... S,o,K11a«s. The passage is difficult. (1) Are two classes 
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in view, or more I (2) What is the connexion of the clauses (' one of those who 
administer the affairs of earth ' and ' one of those entrusted with the ordering of 
things in heaven') with d'.yy,>.ov and IJ.pxov-ra? (3) What precise meaning can be 
attached to d'.yy,>.o, and d'.pxwv here ? 

Otto takes v,r71pe-r71v as a general term. 'God has not sent to men some one 
of his ministering spirits ', i.e. from the class of ' angels ' or ' rulers ' ; the former 
are further specified as ' those who administer the affairs of earth ', the latter as 
' those entrusted with the ordering of things in heaven '. On this view both 
' angel ' and ' ruler ' denote heavenly officiants with different spheres of service. 
The one class (' angel ') administers on earth : the other (' ruler') governs in 
heaven. This is perhaps to credit our author with too much precision. It may 
be that the terms and clauses are loosely strung together without careful differen­
tiation. The order of the added clauses supports Otto's connexion. On the 
other hand, the d'.pxov-ra and the two explanatory clauses may be merely variations· 
on the term d'.yy,>.ov. God sent no minister to men whether we call him angel or 
ruler, an earthly governor or a heavenly ruler. But the general sense of the 
passage is clear. The One sent did not belong to any subordinate order of celestial 
beings; he was 'the very Artificer and Maker of the universe '. On the grades 
of the spiritual hierarchy see Lightfoot on Col. i, 16. 

The term d'.yy,>.o, was apparently current in early Christian usage as a designa­
tion both of the nature and of the office of Christ. Just. Mart., A pal. i, 63, uses the 
term as a title of the Logos : ' the Word of God is His Son . . . and He is called 
d'.yy,>.o, Ka, a,rocrro>.os'. Harnack, H.D. i, 185, n. 3, cites a protest against this 
view in Apoc. Sophoniae, ed. Stern, 1886, iv, frag., p. 10 : "He appointed no 
Angel to come to us, nor Archangel, nor any power, but he transformed himself 
into a man that he might come to us for our deliverance ". See also Harnack, 
Gesch. der altchrist. Lit. I, 758, II, 514, n. 1, and Texte und Untersuchungen, 
N.F. II, Heft 3a, p. 69 (Steindorff). Geffcken (pp. 20 f.) thinks that the passage 
in Diognetus is directly opposed (im deutlichen Gegensatze) to Justin's view. But 
the context suggests that d'.yy,>.o, is here used not as a title, but is descriptive 
of the role of the Son, in line with the terms v,r71pe-r71s and a.pxwv. 

The idea of angels exercising authority in heaven and earth is frequent in 
apologetic literature. See Athenag., Suppl. 10: " we recognize also a multitude 
of angels and ministers (ayye>.wv Ka, >.n-rovpywv) whom God the Maker and Framer 
of the world distributed and appointed to their several posts by His Logos, to 
occupy themselves about the elements, and the heavens and the world, and the 
things in it, and the goodly ordering of them all" (Pratten's trans.). See also 
eh. 24. 

a.pxwv is used generically, 'ruler', whether in heaven or on earth. For the 
latter, cf. Baruch iii, 16; Matt. xx, 25 ; Acts iv, 26-8; r Clem. Ix, 2. Geffcken 
(p. 21) thinks that d'.pxov-ra denotes "a demon who directs the o-ro,x,,a, as in the 
Pauline sense: cf. r Cor. ii, 6-8 ". But this is less probable here. Our author 
is apparently silent about the demons. Seep. 22. 

Twv S«,rov-rwv, 'those who administer'. Cf. Wisd. ix, 3 (of man) ; xii, 15 

(of God). The word is appropriately used here of God's 'deputies'. Cf. I 

Clem. lxi, I f. 
S,o,K~<ms,' dispensations'. Once in the Gk. Bible (Tob. i, 21, 'state affairs'). 

In r Clem. xx, 1 the word is used of the divine ' appointment ' which controls 
the heavens. Cf. Epict. i, 14, 7: ~ 9da S,o,K71a,s. 

For the acc. case, see on oiKovoµ.Lav µ.uOTTJpLwv 1rE1rLcrr£uv-ra, (vii, 1). 
-rov nxv{-r71v Ka< 871µ,ovpyov. Both terms relate to the Son. -rqv,-r71, is use<.l 

of God in Wisd. xiii, r, and both terms in juxtaposition (of God) in Heb. x1, 10 

(see -Moffatt's note ad loc.) and Philo, de mut. nom. 29-31. In vii_i, 7 (below) 
871µ,ovpyos 7 wv 0.\wv is descriptive of God, with which cf. 1 Clem. xxv1, 1 ; hx, 2 : 

0 811µ.,ovpyOs -rWv d1Tcivrwv. 
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i[, £JCT«7£V, ,;:, ... n><1<Ana£V. A ' remarkable ' use of the instrumental 

dative (Moulton, Pf'oleg. p. 76 n.). Aall, Der Logos ii, 370, n. I, notes this passage 
and points out that the instrumental dat. may be used rather than the usual 
Sui, c. genit., whenever the means is regarded as personal. Cf. Xen., Anab. 
vi, 4, 27 : £V Si 'TO<S 07TAOLS £VIJIC'TEprnov, cfw>.arroµ,,vo, i,cavois cf,v>.at,. Cf. also 
Soph., Antig. 164 (,roµ,,rofo,v, 'by means of messengers '). The function of 
the Logos in the creation of the world is commonly expressed by Suf., c. genit. 
Cf. John i, 3, ro; Heb. i, 2. Philo speaks of God as the cause (a,Tiov) of the 
world by whom it was made (vcf,' oo y<yovo,), but the Word as the medium through 
whom it was prepared (opyavov Si >.oyov 8,ov 6, oo ,caua1<E1Jc/.a811, de Cherub., 
127). Cf. also de Sacef'd. Sr : >.oyos 6',!a-r,v ,l,caiv 8,ov, 6, oo avµ,1ras o ,coaµ,os 
JS.,,µ,,ovpy<i"To. But Philo uses also the simple dat. in this connexion. Cf. Quod 
Deus sit immut. 57 : 6{6wa, Si >.oy<p xpwµ,£Vos i,7T1/P•ro Swp<wv, ,;:, ,ea, -rov 
Koaµ,ov ,lpycl.{<To. The use of the dat. in both Philo and our Epistle may attest 
the feeling that the Logos is directly concerned in the act, being less the medium 
than the personal instrument of creation. We note that Diognetus has 6,c/., 
c. genit., to indicate the office of the Word in revelation (viii, II ; xi, 2), enrich­
ment of the Church (xi, 5), and glorification of God (xii, 9). 

For £1C'T<a£V see on iv, 2. n>E1<Anco. Cf. ii, 7 ; vi, 7, and for the thought 
1 Clem. xx, 6 f. ; xxxiii, 3. See the glowing description of Wisdom in Prov. 
viii, 27 ff.: "when He gave to the sea its bound" (29 R.V. The LXX has no 
equivalent of this sentence. But note the rdg. of N.lCA in Swete's text, footnote). 
Cf. Job xxvi, ro; xxxviii, 8; Ps. civ, 9; Jer. v, 22. 

Ta µ,uCT~p,a, i.e. the laws of nature as being divine • secrets ' lying beyond 
man's ken. See on iv, 6. ?T<a-rws, only once in the Gk. Bible (4 K. xvi, 2). Cf. 
r Clem. xxxv, 5 ; P. Oxy. IX, u8718 (A.D. 254) : i,y,ws ,ea, ?Tta-rws. In viii, 2, 
Ta CTo,x•ia = 'the elements'. See note. Here the term denotes the heavenly 
bodies ('luminaries') immediately named (sun, moon, stars), as in Just. Mart., 
Apol. ii, 5 : Ta ovpcl.v,a a-ro,x•ia. Cf. 2 Pet. iii, 10 and 12 (R.V.) ; Theophilus, 
ad Autol. i, 4. See the full notes in M.M., Vocab . . p. 591; Burton, Galatians 
(J.C.C.), pp. 510 ff.; Lietzmann, An die Galater, pp. 23 ff. 

6p6µ,wv. Used frequently of the • courses ' of the sun and moon (cf. three 
lines below). Sor Esdras iv, 34; Josephus, Antiq. i, 3r. d ij>.,os is lacking in the 
MS. Most edd. insert (with or without the art.), but some before •U11c/>• (Bunsen, 
Otto). others before (Hefele) or after (Krenke), Gildersleeve) cf,u>.cl.aanv. 

cp ?T«Ba.px<i. The phrase is immediately repeated. See p. 14. (~) a,>.~v1J, 
Otto inserts the art. (lacking in the MS.), pointing to -ra a-ro•x•ia (preceding) 
and Ta ,i.rr,pa (following). He thinks that H may easily have fused with the last 
two letters (E I) of the preceding word. Lightfoot and Lake omit the art. Note 
the anarthrous ovpavo{, etc., in the following passage, and see note on iv, 5- For 
vuK'TL Gildersleeve reads iv vu,cT{, but cf. ii, 7 (-rais vutt). For a1<0>.ou8ovv-ra see 
on v, 4. 

o,wpw'Ta.t. In Is. xlv, r8 of the divine action in creation, as here. The word 
is found in Hdt., inscr., and pap. 

Kai v?Tcrrb-a.K"Ta,. Some interpret, 'to whom (all things) have been subjected', 
Cf. 1 Cur. xv, 27. But it would be harsh in a writer so neat as the author to 
take J, with the third verb in a different sense (dat. of advantage) from that of 
the oilier two (dat. of agent after the perf. pass. = ' by whom '). Otto renders, 
• a quo omni a di,posita et suis limitibus circumscripta et (hominibus) subjecla sunt '. 
]-It: tl1inks that the phrase, 'the earth and the things in the earth ', relates to 
,nrcrrha.K'ra,, and he completes the sense by adding ' to men ' on the analogy of 
x, 2 : ois (i.e. to men) V7TE"T~£ ?Tcl.v-ra -ra iv -rfi yfi. For subjection to man cf. Gen. 
i, 2G; ix, 2; Heb. ii, 8 (= Ps. viii, 6); Just. Mart., Apol. ii, 5: o (hos ... -ra 
ETTLyna civ8pW11of.~ 'U110'T&.tas. 
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lv oupavok It is unnecessary to insert the art. -rois (as Otto). for, while it 
would match -rfi yfi and -rfj lla>.a.a"11, the author's invariable practice is to omit 
the art. in this prepositional phrase (v, 9; vi, 8; x, 2, 7). See note on a,>.11v11 
(above). Cf. lv i,,/J,a, and lv {Ja/Ila, (below). 

-roii-rov. Emphatic and resumptive. Cf. x, 6 (sub fin.). a1rfo-r«>.ev (so x, 2). 
but 1r,µ.1rw in vii, 4 f. Both verbs are used in N.T. of the Father 'sending' 
the Son. Cf. l John iv, 9, 14 (a.1roa-r,>.>.w) ; Rom. viii, 3 (1r,µ.1rw). It is hardly 
possible to refine between the two verbs in this connexion (per contra Westcott, 
Gospel of St. John, Add. Note, p. 298). On the incidence of the two verbs in the 
Johannine writings, see W. F. Howard, Christianity according to St. John, p. 25. 

3. For .Ipa. y• cf. Gen. xxxvii, ro ; Acts viii, 30. a.vllpw1ro; is used pleonastically 
as in viii, 1, 5. d,; ... >.oylaa.,-ro. For the stylistic feature seep. 15. 

l1rl-rvpavvlS,. The l1rl is either (1) of accompaniment (' with ','in'), virtually 
equivalent to lv (cf. lv l1rmKelq., vii, 4). Cf. Rom. iv, 18; 2 Cor. ix, 6. Or more 
probably (2) of object or purpose (' to rule in tyranny', etc.). Cf. Wisd. ii, 23; 

Gal. v, 13; Eph. ii, 10. lv l1rmKelq. would then be differentiated,' in gentleness'. 
See 1 Thess. iv, 7 for a similar variation of the prepositions. Kan1r>.11{«. Class. 
word. Cf. 2 Esdras, iii, 3; B.G. U.: 120918 (i/B.c.) : 1rpos Ka-ra.1r>.11{,v -rwv 
-ro>.µ.11aa.v-rwv. 

4. Here only, and that in a quite general way, does the author show any interest 
in the earthly life of the Son. Cf. also xi, 3. 

lv l1rmK<lq. Kal 1rpat-r11n. For the collocation cf. Philo, de opif. mundi, ro3, 
and, with reference to Christ, as here, 2 Cor. x, I. Otto punctuates with a full 
stop after 1rpatrr11-r,, supplying in thought the words ' He sent him '. But the 
sense does not demand a stop after 1rpath-11n. The passage has a rhythmical force, 
which suggests an excerpt from a Christian hymn (see on ix, 2). See Otto's note 
(186). 1rpaD-r11s (a later form of 1rpa6-r11s) is a characteristic of the Messianic 
King (Zech. ix, 9). 

ws fJaa,>.,us ... fo,µ.,f,,v. The acc. ·(three times) before the main verb 
01r,µ.,f,•v rather favours the rendering, ' He sent him as king. He sent him as 
God ' (Lake). But it is preferable to translate ' He sent him, as a king sending 
a son who is a king', etc., since (a) the d,; qualifies fJaa,>.,vs not fJaa,Ma. (b) the 
apposition ' the son who was a king ' gives added point to lv l1rmK<<q. Ka, 
1rpatn-.,,.,... Though he was a king, he did not come in tyranny and terror and 
awe, but in gentleness and meekness. (c) the antithesis ' God ' . ' man ' is 
more natural than the series' king', 'God', 'man'. 

Keim (Protest. Kirchenzeitung, (1873), n. 13 and 14) sees here an allusion to 
Commodus being taken into the co-regentship by his father, and hence dates 
the Epistle in the time of Marcus Aurelius (c. A.D. 177). See Lightfoot-Harmer, 
Apost. Fathers, 488. 

ws 11,ov. See above, p. 27. a.v0pw1rov. So Lachmann conjectures. Light­
foot brackets the word. 

ws 1r£l0wv ... -rep 0,cp. Note the parallel in P.S.I., II, 120 (? iv/A.D.): 
,uµ.,-ra.fJo>.o; yap o 11,6s. 1r,foa. {.,,-r,i µ.71 fJ,a.aaa0a,. o µ.,v yap fJ,aaa.µ.evo, lxllpos, 
o S, 1rdaas ao</,os (cited in M.M., Vocab. p. no). R.H. Connolly (].T.S. xxxvi 
(1935), 349 ff.) cites several passages from Irenaeus, Haer. on the point of God's 
not using ' force ', which in his view show that " Irenaeus is under contribution 
both by Hippolytus and in the Epistle to Diognetus ". In particular the words 
cI,, 1r,i0wv, ou fJ,a{6µ.,vos (D. vii, 4) closely agree with Irenaeus (v, I, 1). 'suadentem 
et non vim inferentem ', and the ou fJ,a{oµ.,vo, has " at least four other parallels in 
Irenaeus ". Moreover, fJla yap ou ,rpoaea-r,-rcp 0,cp (D. vii, 5) is precisely paralleled 
in the first half of Ircnaeus's statement (iv, 59) : ' vis enim a Deo non fit, sed 
bona sententia adest illi semper (fJ{a (yap) 9,cp ou 1rp6a,anv. a.ya/171 S, yvwµ.T/ 
,ra.v-ro-r< avµ.1ra.pea-r,v au-rep). Connolly argues that this close kinship posits literary 
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indebtedness and that Diognetus has borrowed from Irenaeus and not vice versa. 
For the bearing of this point on the question of the date of the Epistle, see pp. 18 f. 
Sec also Harnack, Gesch. deY a!tchi-ist. Lit. I, 758; II, i, 514; Grensted, Hist. of 
the A l011ement, p. 36. 

~{a ,,dp ... fJ«p. Otto brackets these words and suspects a. gloss. otl 
~•a~o1-m•os. Mid. • using no violence' (cf. Lie xvi, 16). Cf. x, 5 (trans.) ; Thuc. 
Yii, 70, 72 (~«i{Ealim Tov £K1rAovv) ; 4 Mace. ii, 8. It is probably pass. in Matt. 
xi, 12, as in class. Gk. But sec Deissmann, Bible Studies, p. 258; R. Otto, The 
Kingdom of God and the Son of Man, pp. 108-12; M.M., Vocab. pp. i:09 f. 

5. KaAwv. Used absolutely, a point which Connolly (ibid.) notes in favour of 
the Hippolytean authorship of the Epistle. See Hippolytus, Philos. x, 33. 

6. The ov Kptvwv (5) reminds the author of the Second Corning of Christ as 
Judge. Hence Kptvovrn, the pres. participle expressing attendant circumstance 
(' in judgement ') which easily shades off into purpose (' to judge '). It is un­
necessary to emend (with Stephanus and Bunsen) to KptvovVTa. For the occasional 
use of the present participle to imply purpose BI-Deb. § 339, 2 cite Thuc. vii, 25, 9, 
£1rEµ,,µav ... ayy.'>.>.ov-ras (note the normal future participles which follow, 
8..,>.waov-ras, af,waov,-as). Cf. also Acts iii, 26 where EvAoyovvTa may be rendered 
purposively 'to bless ' (so R.V., Moffatt, Goodspeed, Weymouth) and also xv, 
27 (ar.ayyEAOUVTaS D). 

Ka< ... v1roaT~aETai ; cf. Malachi iii, 2. See above, pp. 53 f. The wicked 
especially have cause to fear the judgement by Christ at his Second Coming. 
See Just. Mart., Dial. 121. For v:p<aT1J/L~. c. acc., cf. Judith vi, 3; Prov. 
xiii, 8. 

,-~v 1rapovatav. In class. Gk. the word bears the general sense 'presence ', 
'arrival', as also in LXX (2 Esdras xii, 6A; 2 Mace. viii, 12 al.) and N.T. (2 

Cor. x, ro; Phil. ii, 12). In the pap. and inscr. 1rapova,a has added a quasi­
technical meaning denoting the ' visit ' of a royal or olJjcial personage. This 
particularized usage is reflected in the N.T. where the term is frequently and 
appropriately employed " to emphasize the nearness and the certainty " of the 
Second Advent of Christ (1 Thess. ii, 19 al.). See Milligan's elaborate study of 
the word (Thess. pp. 145 ff.). It is not certain whether our author uses the term 
here in the general sense 'presence 'or with the particularized meaning' coming'. 
The meaning 'presence ' (of God) in vii, 9 (see note ad loc.) favours the former 
view; the latter is supported by the context (' He will send him as judge'). 

7. The MS. has a lacuna at this point with a marginal note : ov,-ws Ka< ,v 

-rep av-r,ypa.cf,cp El,pov ,yK01r~v. 1ra>.a,0Ta.-rov ov,-os. A considerable section may 
have been omitted (see on v, II). Stephanus fills in the gap with the words 
ovx opas (cf. vii, 8 init.). Otto has a full note on the suggestions made by various 
edd. See also Geffcken (22). For '1Tapaf3a>.>.oµ,lvovs li11pto,s cf. Just. Mart., Dial. 
I IO. 

iva apv~awv-rai -rov Kvp,ov. This was the head and front of the Christians' 
offence, that they would not offer sacrifice to the emperor and renounce Christ 
(cf. x, 7). For a.pv<oµ,a,, c. personal acc. (" unclassical and seems to be confined 
to Christian literature ", Mayor, Comm. on Jude, p. 72). cf. Matt. x, 33 ; 2 Clem. 
xvii, 7. For the title Kvp,os, cf. xii, 9 ; in both instances it refers to the exalted 
Christ (Rom. xiv, 8; Eph. iv, 5). 

8. The direct address to Diognetus is here inserted in the exposition which 
began with eh. v. It is repeated in vii, 2; x, 1, 3, 4, 7, 8. 

KoAa.(ov-rat. The verb here and perhaps in vi, 9 suggests the ' punishment ' 
of death. See x, 7 : ' you will love and admire those who are being punished 
(-rov~ KoAa(oµ,ivovs) because they will not deny God ' ... 'the everlasting 
fire which shall punish (KoAa.a«) up to the end'. Note KOAaa,s Ka< Oci.va-ros (ix, 
zj. KoAa.,w is used probably in this sense in Wisd. iii, 4. Cf. also Matt. xxv, 46 
(£is K0Aaau1 aiWvLov). 
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1r,\,ovaCo,,.,.ar. See on vi, 9. Funk (Patres Apostolici, p. 401) queries whether 
Exod. i, 12 is here in mind. 

9. Taiha ... lpya. Stephanus omits ou (dittography from the preceding 
rlv/Jpcfmov ?) and takes the sentence as a question to which the words that im­
mediately fallow are the answer. ' These things ' are the endurance and triumph 
of the Christian martyrs (cf. x, 8). 86vaµ.1r, 'mighty act', God's moral power 
(cf. ix, 1, 2) at work, enabling impotent man. 

T-/ir 1rapovc,lar avroO ll,lyµ.a-ra. The precise reference indicated by ,ra.povala. 
is uncertain. (a) Christ's first coming. So Otto (eum advenisse). who points to 
the opening words of viii (1rplv a.vrov ,1,\0,iv). The connexion, however, of the last­
named clause with the end of vii is hardly conclusive, since viii, r may introduce 
a new theme. Moreover, the notion of the second coming has already intervened 
(vii, 6), if 1ra.povc,la there is so interpreted. But it is in favour of Otto's view that 
the bulk of the chapter (1-5) relates to the first coming. 1ra.povda. commonly 
has this meaning (Ign., ad Phil. ix, 2). Just. Mart. (Apol. i, 52; Dial. 14, 32) 
uses the term of either advent. (b) Christ's second coming, as probably in vii, 6. 
The thought in the present passage is consonant with this rendering : endurance 
by the Christians of persecution is a presage that Christ is soon to come again. 
Cf. Matt. xxiv, 9 f. ; Didache xvi, 3-8 ; Just. Mart., Dial. 39, 110. (c) God's 
'presence'. This is the most probable interpretation. The pronoun goes most 
naturally with the antecedent /J,oO, and the twofold contrast of ' man ' and ' God ' 
is not marred by the introduction of a third factor (the coming of Christ). For 
1ra.po vc,{a. in reference to God, see Test. XII Patr., Test. J ud. xxii, 2 : ;wr -r-ijr 
1rapovc,lar /JeoO -r-/ir ll1Ka1oc,vv71r. Cf. also Athanasius, de Incarn. xbc, 3 : -r~v 
-roii llea1ro-rov 1ra.povc,la.v (in xxxi, 2 of the 'presence' of Christ). 

lldyµ.aTa. So Stephanus for the MS. rdg. lloyµ.a.-.a.. See iv, 5. 

VIII 

The author now approaches Diognetus's third query. The a!lswer is given 
more explicitly in eh. ix, to which he leads up by denying that any true knowledge 
of God existed before the coming of His Son. The' theories held by ' those 
specious philosophers ' about the nature of God are palpably absurd. They 
savour too of deceit and magic. The true knowledge of God (that He is kind, 
gooa, and long-suffering) and of His purpose comes through faith, ' by which 
alone it is given to see God '. God manifested Himself. So long as God's 
design remained secret man could charge God with indifference. But by the 
revelation through ' His beloved Child ' that which had been prepared from the 
beginning was made known and all its benefits conferred. \\'hat unexpected 
gifts! 

I. 1rp,v avrov ,1,\0,iv. Not 1rp,v ii as in ii, 3 (see note). The general rule is 
observed that ,rp{v ( = ' before ') commonly takes the infin. after affirmative 
principal sentences. The a.vrov relates to the Son, the meaning being that as 
//,or (cf. vii, 4) he was able to reveal the nature of the divine. See above, p. 2 7. 
For the thought cf. John i, 18; Acts xvii, 23. 

2. On the attitude to pagan philosophers, see op. 33 ff. In Heraclitus's view 
reality regarded in its material aspect is fire ; the Logos, fire, and God are funda­
mentally the same conception (see J. Adam, The Religious Teachers of Greece, 
pp. 212 ff.). Thales held that the origin of all things is water. Our author curtly 
dismisses such speculations. If God is to be iLlentified with the elements, then 
one element is as good as another. The Apology of Aristides, iv, tl. (Syr.), dis­
cusses these theories more seriously and fully. 

,\71pw6ur, 'trumpery', a class. word (Plato, Aristotle). Cf. 2 Mace. xii, H: 
11'Ep1c,aov KO.L tl71pwOES V11'<p VlKpwv ,iix,a!Ja,, B.G.U. 1011, ii, 15 (ii/B.C.): 1.0,\,\a. 

' .. ,\71pw1071 Kai ,f,Hll~. For 0.7r00E)(!/, cf. Acts ii, 41. 
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cifwrr,o-rwv, 'trustworthy ' (Prov. xxviii, 20). perhaps used here ironically 
(Otto). It may, however, bear a later derogatory sense, 'specious', 'plausible', 
for which cf. Ign., ad Phil. ii, where heretical teachers are described as .\vKo& 
cif,01rurro, (see Lightfoot's note for further references). Lucian (Alex. 4) uses 
it in this ironical way. He characterizes Alexander's type of soul as m0av1Jv 
Kai af,om<TTov, 'plausible and convincing'. 

oI µIv .,.,v£s. So most edd. Otto brackets .,-,v£s (see his note). For o 1,..v .,.,s 
. o 61. cf. ii, 2 (note). 
(ou µ/.\.\011,n ... 0£ov). A parenthesis in ironical vein (' this Christian 

unmannerliness', Gildersleeve). They are destined to go to To 1riip .,-o alwv,ov 
(x. 7, 8). To think they should give the name of God to that I ou = of. In 
late Greek the notions of• where 'and 'whither' often coalesce. The distinction 
had not always been preserved even in the class. language (Bl.-Deb. § 103). 
For the Gk. Bible (where ol does not occur) cf. Gen. xl, 3 ; Lk. x, 1. µ,Uo11t1, 
xwp17t1nv. As often in class. Gk. µ,.\.\w takes the future infin., which is almost 
obsolete in the LXX, N.T. (ter), and pap. See Moulton, Proleg. 114 n. For 
xwp£iv, 'to go ', cf. Matt. xv, 17 ; Ign., ad Eph. xvi, 2 (£ls To 1riip .,-o a.t1/3£t1Tov 
xwp17t1n). For the pass. in another sense see xii, 7 (below) .. 

Twv '1TO<)(£iwv, ' the elements ', often enumerated as four (fire, water, air, 
earth). Cf. Plato, Timaeus, 32C; Wisd. vii, 17. For <Knt1µ<vwv see on iv, 2. 

3. KaiTo, y£ introduces an objection or qualification. Cf. Xen., Mem. i, 2, 3 ; 
John iv, 2. Kai.,-o, is rare in the Gk. Bible (4 Mace. ii, 6; Acts xiv, 17), and is 
not found in the Apostolic Fathers. 

a1ro6eKTos Et1'TL. Bunsen and other edd. accent as a verbal form ; Otto as 
an adj. (a1roO£KTos. Cf. I Tim. ii, 3; v, 4). Cf. the cognate verb above (viii, 2). 

6vvai.,-' iiv. Either the personal construction with 2v lKat1Tov as subject (cf. 
ii, 4). or· it would be possible ', impersonal use followed by acc. and infin. Stephanus 
prefers 6vvatVT' iiv, 'they (the philosophers) would be able', etc. So also Geffcken. 

4. Tain-a, i.e. the content of the .\oyo, of the philosophers (viii, 2, 3). npania, 
'big talk'. Cf. Aristophanes, Nub. 318 ('humbug') ; Polyb. ii, 17, 6: 1r£pl 
~v oi TpayttJO,oypa.,f,o, ... 1ro,U1Jv 6,a.,-,8nVTa, T£pa.,-dav. Blakeney (p. 65) ap­
positely cites two passages from Eusebius, Praep. Evang. 63 and 132, for the 
conjunction of TEpan,a with 'deceit' (a1r&..,..,7). Twv yo1)Twv, 'of the magicians', 
as often in class. Gk. Later the word frequently bears the sense 'impostor'. 
For their 1r.\a.V1/ see 2 Tim. iii, 13, where they are stigmatized as 1r.\avwVTES' Kai 

,r.\a.vw,.,,evo,. The term is here used in the act. sense, 'deceit'. The pass. sense, 
'error ', probably holds in all N.T. occurrences of the word, "though the active 
meaning, 'deceit', would sometimes be equally appropriate" (J. Armitage 
Robinson, Ephesians, p. 185). Philo, de Sacrif. 315, speaks of the yo11s as 
i/,rnoo,.,,,vos .\oy,a Ka.< XP1J'1/LOVS' e1r.\a.t1aTo. See Blakeney's note (pp. 65 f.). 

5-8. It is not unlikely that the thought that God Himself revealed Himself (5) 
as eternally the same (8) echoes a passage in Sib. Orac. iii, 15 ; a.\.\' aiiros 
civ£0n{£v ai.Wv,or aV'TOS' £avr6v Ovra TE «ai. 71pi.v E6vra, ci-rQ.p 1r&:A, Kai. µerE'rrn-ra. The 
Christian apologists, e.g. Just. Mart., Apol. i, 44, Athenagoras, Suppl. 30, and 
especially Theophilus, ad Autol. ii, 3, 36, drew upon the Sibylline Oracles, as did 
Tertullian and Lactantius in the West. Blakeney, pp. 66 f., gives further pagan 
parallels to the thought of § 8. 

fhov ( § 3 sub fin.) must be understood as the object of .rs.v and <yvwpwev. 
The thought repeats that of viii, I. One might have expected the author to quote 
here John i, 18. ,yvwpw<v, either (a) 'has known', 'recognized' (Lightfoot­
Hanner). or (b) 'has made known ', 'declared ', a meaning rare in class. Gk., 
but predominant in Hellenistic (r Sam. vi, 2; Eph. i, 9; Phil. iv, 6). So Otto 
(' notumfecit '). The same uncertainty attaches to Phil. i, 22 (' to know', R.V., 
• to make known', R.V.m.). The context in Diognetus viii, 5 leaves either render­
ing open, though dSev (Stephanus's emendation of the MS. ,ttr,v) favours 'has 
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known', since 'seeing' and 'knowing' God are frequently associated (Irenaeu~. 
Haer. iv, 20, 6 and u). 

a.VTds, i.e. Goel. Emphatic, as in Matt. i, 2r; Acts xx, 35. 
6. <1T<O«t• Se SC. cav-r6v. Cf. John xxi, r (,rf,avepwa,v 0£ OVTws). The verb 

,mo,i1<vvµ,, is use<l of God twice only in the Gk. Bible (Is. xxxvii, 26; Heb. vi, 17). 
CI. xii, 3 below. Sul. 1Tia-rews. Cf. Rom. iii, 25 ; Eph. iii, 17- For the meaning 
of 'faith ' in the author's thought, see p. 40, and the note on ix, 4 (below). 
f, µ,6v'/I, 'by _which alone' (instrumental dat.), rather than 'to which alone'. 
Faith enables men to see God who is a.6paTos (vii, 2. Cf. viii, 5). Have we here 
a reminiscence of Heb. xi, 27 ? avyK<XWP1JTa,, ' it is given ', 'conceded ', perf. 
with the force of existing state. ovyxwp,w, a class. word found in LXX, inscr., 
pap. 

7. From this point to the end of eh. ix the author addresses himself particularly 
to Diognetus's third question. See p. 92. 

o yap o,a1T6,,.11s ... 8,6s. For the combined terms cf. 1 Clem. xx, II ; 

xxxiii, 2. 0<01T67'1JS (cf. iii, 2) is a title of God in LXX (Wisd. vi, 7 al.), and in 
N.T. of both God and Christ (Lk. ii, 29; z Peter ii, 1). For 011µ,ovpyos (of God) 
see on vii, 2. It is frequent in later philosophy of God as Creator (Philo). 

Twv oAwv is to be taken with both appellatives. Cf. Just. Mart., Apol. i, 36: 
d.110 -rrpoaWnov -roV 8£a1r6-rou 11civrwv Kai. 1Ta-rpOs 8eoV. For O TWv OAwv Oecr1r01"11s see 
Just. Mart., Dial. 140. With Ka.Ta Ta.t,v, cf. I Cor. xiv, 40. 

,fn,\civ8pw1Tos. The adj. and its cognates commonly denote the 'humaneness' 
of a king towards his subjects. Cf. Aristeas 36, 208; 2 Mace. iv, II; inscr. 
and pap. Here it is used of God (cf. ef,,,\a.v8pw1Tia., ix, 2), who while being o 
8,a1r07'1JS Ka., 811µ,,ovpyds Twv oAwv is also 'a lover of men'. M.M., Vocab. 669 
cite P. Oxy. VI, 925 2, o 8,ds ... cf,,,\civ8pw1ros Ka., 811µ,iovpyos (in a Christian 
prayer of v/vi A.D.). 

µ,aKpo8vµ,os, of God, as in ix, 2 (the verb) ; Exod. xxxiv, 6 ; Hermas, Sim. 
vm, II, r. The cognate substantive is frequent (of God) in the Pauline Epistles 
(Rom. ii, 4 al.). 

8. XP1J07'os. For. the XP1J07'07'1JS of God (Ps. cxliv (cxlv), 7) cf. ix, I, 2, 6; 
x, 4. As so used in the N.T. it expresses God's (a) gracious long-suffering (Lk. 
vi, 35 ; Rom. ii, 4. Cf. the substantive in Rom. xi, 22), (b) loving-kindness 
(Titus iii, 4; I Peter ii, 3). It is frequent in the Apostolic Fathers (r Clem. ix, r al.). 

Ka, aya8ds ... Ka, µ,ovos aya0os £'17'<V. Not mere repetition. The second 
statement amplifies the first : ' God is good ... yes, He alone is good ' (the 
sole source of goodness). For the thought, cf. Mk. x, 18 ( = Matt. xi.'<:, r 7 ; Lk. 
xviii, 19). 

aopy1J7'0S. The only negative quality in the list. The word is not used of 
God in the Gk. Bible, perhaps because of the frequent references to the opy~ and 
8vµ,os of God. But Hellenistic-Jewish writers had already sounded this note 
(cf. Aristeas, 254 : " one must know that God directs the whole world with 
kindliness, all anger apart "}, taken up by Christian writers. Cf. I Clem. xi.x, 3: 
" let us consider how free from wrath (o.opy1J7"os) is He toward all His creatures " ; 
Aristides, Apol. I (Syr.) : "anger and wrath He possesses not". Athenagoras, 
Suppl. 21, marks the same feature in heathen gods. Per contra see Theophilus, 
ad Auto/. i, 3: "is Goel angry? Yes, He is angry with those who act wickedly", 
etc. See E. R. Bevan, Later Greek Religion, p. 215, n. 2. 

For an impressive passage on the moral qualities of God in ' forbearing ' 
• with men see 2 Esclras vii, 62-8 [132-8]. 

9. The idea of God's counsel with the pre-existent Logos has been traced to 
Gen. i, 26, 1To,~owµ,ev a.v8pw1rov KTA. It is reflected in Hermas, Sim. ix, r2, 2 : 

" the Son of God is older than all his creation, so that he was the Counsellor 
(ouµ,f3ovAov) of his creation to the Father". CI. also Barn. v, 5. Theophilus, ad 
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A1tfol. ii, r8, commenting on Gc-n. i, 26, writes: "to no one else than His own 
\\"ord and ""isdom did He say, ' Let ns make ' ", anrl again (ii, 22), "for before 
am-1:hing came- into being He had him (the Word) as His Counsellor (av,L/3011>.ov), 
being His o"·n mind and thought". 

The above references relate to the counsel of the Son in creation. The thought 
in Diognet1ts is rather that the Son shares in the plan of redemption, which he was 
to effect by his being sent to men (cf. viii, rr ; ix, 1). It may be that the author 
has in mind Isaiah ix, 6 (NCA AV), where the ideal Messianic King is described as 
liavµaa-cos ov,,/3011>.os, which Clem. Alex. (Paedag. i, 24) reproduces in his quotation. 
Cf. the' admfrabilis, consiliarius, Deus fortis' of Irenaeus, Haer. iv, 33, 11. For 
the idea that the Logos not only shared in the divine counsel but also revealed 
it to men (D. ,·iii, 1 r), perhaps suggested by the /L<ya.>.11s /3011Afis a'.yy<Aos of Isaiah 
ix, 5, cf. Hippolytus, in Dan. iii, 9 : o 8, >.6yos a.1<ovoas -r~v /3011>.~v -rov .,,a,pos 
Ka,afiCJs cir.O oVpavWv TO 0IA71µ,a To'V 1ra-rpOs Tois ciyy£Aois- civ~yynAE"v. See also Just. 
l\lart., Dial. 56, 76, 127, 128, and see note above (on vii, 2 a'.yy<Aos). 

a'.tf,pacrrov. Poetical word (Homer, Aeschylus), emerging again in later prose. 
Cf. Test. Xll. Pat,·., Test. Levi viii, 15 (v.l.) of the 1rapo11ola, 

n,vo,av, ' design ', 'intent ' (Heb. iv, 12), i.e. the Incarnation. Cognate acc. 
a.v<Kou•woa-ro, So Bunsen, Gildersleeve, and others for the MS. rdg, ~" ,,,o,vwoa-ro. 
For a.vaKo,vnw (t>lat0, Xen.). cf. 2 Mace. xiv, 20. For the thought, see ix, r. 

/LO"'!' ,,.'I' 1ra,8i. Stephanus and Krenke! think that some words have fallen out 
after ,.'I' 1ra18l. It would seem that ,rais and 11,6s are used in the Epistle as practical 
equiYalents e"--pressing the filial relationship of Christ to God. Note that the 
epithets a.-yar.-ry-ros and /Lovoya1s (which may be virtually synonymous. See on 
viii, rr) are used of ,,-ais (viii, rr) and vi6s (x, 2) respectively. If we can at all 
refine here, Christ as ,,-ais shares and reveals the Father's plan of salva,tion (viii, 
9, 11 ; ix, 1) ; as vi6s he is 'sent' and effects it (ix, 2, 4 ; x, 2). Note the inter­
change of the two terms in Wisd. ii, 13, 18 (cf. 16), xii, 19, 20 f., in John iv, 46, 
47, 50, 53 (the nobleman's vi6s), 51 ("'ais. v.l. vi6s), and (qf the Word) in Hip­
pol:i,"1:us (see the passa.ges cited in Add. Note C, below). See Dalman, The Words 
of Jesus, pp. 277 ff. r.ais, "in later Christianity easily fused with vi6s when 
applied to Jesus" (H.J. Cadbury in Beginnings V, 369), • Cf. Origen, Con. Cels. 
,·ii, 9 (8,ov 1rai,), 10 (11,ov 11,6,). 

The usage of .,,a.is in Acts (iii, 13, 26; iv, 27, 30) probably arises from the 
LXX occurrence of the term in Second Isaiah to denote the ' Ser~ant' (Iii, 13 
al.), though it is also used in the O.T. of the great men of Israel (Moses, etc.). 
:Matt. xii, r8 specifically applies the 1rais of Is. xlii, 1 to Jesus. Cf. Didache ix, 
2 f. ; Barn. ,·i, 1 ; ix, 2. In these passages '1Fais is rightly rendered 'servant'. 
See the discussion in Beginning_s, I, 391 ; IV, 46 f. ; V, Add. Note 29; A. E. J. 
Ra"-linson, The J•:ew Testament Doctrine of.the Christ, Appended Note II, 238 ff.; 
\'incent Taylor, The Atonement in New Testament Teaching, p. 26, n. I. 

It is th; filial relationship of Christ to God that dominates our author's mind. 
Hence we render 1rais as 'Child', not 'Servant', Cf. especially Mart. Polyc. 
xiv, r: 0 'ToV dya1r.,,-roV Ka~ £1.L\oyrpoii ?TatSOs aou 'ITJaoV XpicrroV wa:r~p- Sec also 
xiv, 3, Lightfoot detects the higher sense of vi6s in the ambiguous word "'ais 
in I Clem. !ix, 2 (see his note ad loc.) and cites A post. Const. viii, 5, 14, 39, 40, 41. 

ro-11. The essential points in these sections (the divine design for long kept 
secret-the possible charge against God of neglect of man-the revelation through 
the Son of the plan prepared from the beginning-the consequent blessings con­
trary to all rr:an's expectations) are drawn from Paul's teaching, and there is • 
some similarity in language also. See especially Rom. xvi, 25 f. ; I Cor. ii, 7-10 ; 
Eph. iii, 4 f. ; Col. i, 26 f. Note the prevalence of the terms /Lvo-r1p,ov, a.'1Fo1<a.Avif,,s 
!a.1roKaAv1TTw), cf,av<pow, and the idea of the prolonged 'hiddenncss' of the divine 
plan (cf. the phrases xpovo,s alwvto,s. '1FPO TWV alwvwv, €TEpa,s YEVEaLS, 0.'1FOKEKPII/L/J,EVOV 
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d.1rO -rWv ar.wvwv Kal d1rO -rWv jlEVEWv). The Oaa 1'J7'olµaaEv O 8£0,; -roLs- d.ya1TWatv 

a,hav of I Cor. ii, 9 (a citation) suggests -ra l( apxfis frro,µaaµha of Diognetus 
viii, II, and Paul's question in Rom. viii, 32 the words .,,.rfv/J' aµa 11'apl.ax,v ~µiv 
(Diognetus viii, r r. Cf. also r Tim. vi, 17). 

,v µu<1-r7Jplcp is better taken with ,rnui:x<v (' He held ii in a mystery and guarded 
His wise counsel ') rather than with the whole phrase KaTEix,v ... f3ou11~v. 
The second clause then virtually repeats the notion of the first. 

avroii. It is unnecessary to read avroii with Bunsen and others. See I Pet., 
ii, 9 and cf. I Clem. xix, 3 : <ls 'TO µaKpo/Juµov avroii /30611.,,µa. 

<OoKEt, 'he seemed', personal use as in Acts xvii, 18. 
For the marginal comment in the MS. at the end of § TO see Radford, pp. 73 f. 
II. 'TOV aya11'TJ'TOV 1ra,oos, (a) • beloved Child. ( = ~ya.,,..,,µ,vos. Cf. Ps. xliv 

(xiv) title; r Clem. !ix, 2), or (b) 'only Child ' ( = µovoy,v~s- Cf. x, 2 below : 
Mart. Polyc. xx), a sense found in class. Gk. (Dern. xxi, 165) and LXX (Gen. 
xxii, 2; Jer. vi, 26). aya1r7J-ros is frequent in the Ascension of Isaiah (i, 4 al.) as 
a title of the Messiah. Cf. Mark i, II, ix, 7; and see J. Armitage Robinson, 
Eph. pp. 229 ff.; C. H. Turner in j.T.S. xxvii (1925-6), II3 ff. For cpav<pow 
(of God) cf. ix, 2, and (of the Word) xi, 2. 

-ra ... ~-ro,µaaµeva. The idea of divine ' preparation ' from the beginning 
in the interest of God's people is familiar in the N.T. (Matt. xx, 23 : xxv, 34 ; 
r Cor. ii, 9). 

vofiua,, a'.-,-{,. So Lachmann conjectures for the MS. 1ro,fiua, -,-{,. See Otto, p. 
192. 

1rpou,00K7Ja<v. q. ix, 5 : ' 0 the unexpected (a1rpoao0Kfyrwv) blessings 1 ' 

IX 

To the third question why Christianity was late in appearing the author 
replies as follows. God permitted men during the pre-Christian period to be 
under the dominion of sin, until both their own inability to attain life and the 
inevitable reward of sin were fully manifest. This He did in His forbearance and 
by wise design. Then at the appointed time God in His patience and love gave 
His own Son as Ransom for men. In none other than Him, the Righteous One, 
is there salvation. 

r. 1rriv-r' ovv ifoTJ ... oiKovoµTJKW,. So Lachmann's reconstruction, ,,-hich 
most edd. accept. Others follow the MS. rdg. 1rriv-r' ovv fio« ... oiKovoµ,Kws, 
on the interpretation of which see Radford's note (p. 74 f.). o,KovoµTJKWS, 'late 
for <pKOVO/J-TJKWS' (Gildersieeve). For olKovoµ<w in the general sense 'plan', 
'arrange', cf. 3 Mace. iii, 2; Polyb. iv, 67, 9. See note on olKovoµ{a (iv, 5). 

avv -rip 1ra,0L avv, 'in association with', here only in the Ep. though fre­
quent in compounds. av•· is little used in Attic prose, apart from Xenophon. 
So also in the N.T. it is comparatively rare, being mainly Lukan (Lk. ii, 13 ; 
Acis x, 23 al.). In both the class. and Hellenistic language µ,-rri, c. genit. prevails, 
of which Diognetus shows only four instances, all in the Appendix (xi, S ; xii, 
r, 6, 9). For -rip 1ra,01 see note on viii, 9. 

'TOV 1rpoaO,v xpovov. Cf. ix, 6 : <V -rip 1rpouO,v xpovcp. The good class. word 
1rpaaO,v seems to decline from the beginning of the Christian era. It is absent 
from both LXX and N.T. and is rare in pap. of ihe period. 

For the notion of the contrasted seasons (below), -rip -ran Tfis do,Klas ,ca,pc;, and 
-rov viiv -rfis S.,ca,ouvvTJ,, Otto cites Pauline teaching (Rom. iii, 2 r-6 ; v, 20 ; Gal. 
iv, 4; Eph. ii, r-9; Acts xvii, 30. Add Titus iii, 3-7). For our author this 
' former time ' was not so much one of men's ignorance (cf. Acts xvii, 30, ciyvota) 

as of their 'iniquity' (do,Kfo). 
a-ra.K-ro,s cf,opais, 'inordinate impulses '. The phrase has a philosophic ring. 
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G. Milligan, Thess. p. 152, cites references to /fraKTo, 11 8oval from Plato, Legg. ii, 
6608: Pint., de lib. educ. § 7, p. 5A. For arnKTos, cf. 3 Mace. i, 19. tf,opais, 
cognate instrumental dat. Class. word found in inscr., pap., and Polyb., but here 
in a late- sense. Used of the • surge ' of the passions in Longinus, de Sub/. 32. 

1780,•ais. See note on vi, 5. For the collocation with e11,811µ.la,s cf. 4 Mace. v, 
z3 : Titus iii, 3. 

a11ayoµ.,vo11s. So Otto conjectures for varying rdgs. See his note (193). 
The figure 1s vivid, • in the clutches of pleasures and lusts ', dmfyw having com­
monly the sense • to arrest', sometimes with the added nuance, 'to lead away to 
death ' (Gen. xxxix, 22 ; Acts xii, 19; 1 Cor. xii, 2). 

OU 1TaVTWS ... av,xoµ.o,os, and OUOE T<p ... 811µ.,oupywv, anticipating possible 
objections. Sec p. 15. Jtf,11Soµ.o,os, 'gloating over ', as in Xen. Hellen., iv, 5, 18, 
Jef,1180µ.lvous T<p 0110'7'1Jx~µ.an. av,xoµ.o,os. Cf. Is. !xiv, II (of God) ; Matt. xvii, 
17 (of Christ). For the abs. use cf. Job vi, II; 1 Cor. iv, 12. Note the 
Pauline insistence on the • forbearance ' of God (Rom. ii, 4; iii, 25 f.). 

Ka,p,p, • season ', • period • (ix, 2). Cf. xpovos (' course of time '). below, and 
see G. Milligan's note (Thess. p. 63). If the change of word here is deliberate, 
then Ka,pos is used as the qualitative word (as properly in class. Gk. and generally 
in the K.T.). being defined by aS,Klas and 8,1<a,ouvv11s, whereas xpovos is general, 
lacking a defining genitive. But it is not always possible to pres_s the distinction 
(cf. Acts i, 7). 

a11vrn801<wv, a late and common verb (Polyb., inscr., pap.), here with dat. 
of the thing (1 Mace. i, 57; Lk xi, 48) . 

.,..;v vvv (so Hefele, for the MS. Tov vouv). Sc. 1<a,pov (Rom. iii, 26; viii, 18) . 
.,..;;s 8,Ka,oavV7Js, i.e. the time of 'the One Righteous' (ix, 5). So also Christians 
endure martyrdom ' for the sake of righteousness ' (x, 8). 811µ.,ot1py•w is ap­
propnately used of divine 'fashioning' (cf. the substantive in ix, 5). See Philo, 
de opif. mundi, 16 ; I Clem. x:x, 10 ; xxxviii, 3. For Di.cyxfll.,,-,s see on ii, ,8. 

EK ... epywv, • from ', 'out of' (source). But the sense approximates to 
tha.t of instrument, 'by our own works'. Cf. 2 Cor. ii, 2; Rev. ii, II. 

avaf,o, {wijs. Stated positively in § 2, Ko>.aa,s Ka, flavaTOS, 
v110 ... df,w9wµ.o, ' we may be deemed worthy by the agency (il110) of 

God's goodness ' (for XP1J0'7'07'1JS see on viii, 8). In verbs in -ow derived from adj. 
of moral meaning the factitive sense is modified = ' to regard ~s ', rather than 
'to make '. See Moulton-Howard, Gram. p. 397, and cf. Gen. xxxi, 28; 2 
Thess. i, II ; Heb. iii, 3. Note 8,Kaiow (ix, 4, below) . 

.,..; ... ciSvvaTov. Otto refers to John iii, 5. There may be also an echo of 
Mark X, 27 (= Matt. xix, 26; Lk. xviii, 27). Note aSvvaTOV ..• Tfj 8vvaµ.« • , • 
SvvaToi. See p. 14. 

Kafl' iaVTovs, ' of ourselvt!S •. a common periphrasis for the personal genitive. 
Cf. Aristeas, 147 . iaxv, Tfj Kafl' €aV7'0VS, 2 Mace. iv, 21: Ti/S Kafl' aVTOV aatf,a>.,ias, 
Eph. i, 15 : .,. 17v Kafl' vµ.Bs 11laTLv. Since man was long under the sway of ' in­
ordinate impulses ' he came ultimately to complete moral impotence. ' Un­
worthiness of We ' (avaf,o, {wijs) and • inability to enter the kingdom of God' 
(To ... a8vvaTOv =>-.) are regarded as virtually equivalent (cf. ix, 6, To aSvva.,.ov 
.,.ijs 17µlnpas tf,vaews Eis TO Tvx•iv {wijs). The two notions sometimes correspond 
in the N.T. (Mark ix, 43-7; x, 17, 24, 25). 

2. The thought and language show kinship with Titus iii, 4-5 (note XP1J0'7'0T1JS 
and tf,,>.av9pw11ia. See Field, Notes, pp. 147 f., 222 f.). 

11,11>.~p=o. The syllabic augment is omitted from the pluperfect pass., as 
also in ,mf,av•p=o. (For the usage in the Gk. Bible see Thackeray, Gram. pp. 
196 f., Moulton-Howard, Gram. pp. 190 f., Bl.-Deb. § 66, r). 

11A11p&w is used of ethical •fulfilment', whether good (John xvi, 24) or bad 
(Dan. viii, 23; Matt. xxiii, 32). 
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1<6>.aa,; 1<a! 9a.va-ro;. In apposition to µ,,a96;, 'its reward, namely', etc. 
See note on vii, 8. 

wpoe9,-ro. Of the clivine purpose, 'set before himself', as in Eph. i, 9. Cf. 
the technical Pauline wp69,a,; (Rom. viii, 28 al.). 

>.o"'ov. Probably 'henceforth' (Heb. x, 13 al.), though the sense 'at last' 
(Acts xxvii, 20) woulcl fit the context. In either case the word shoulcl be taken 
with rf,av,pwaa,, not with wpo,9,-ro. 

w -rij; vw•pf3a>.>.ova11, ... -rov 9,oii. The text is uncertain. If the MS. rdg. 
w; -rijr ... µ,la &.ya.w11 be followed the sense would be ' how (ws) the one love of 
God in its surpassing kindness ', etc. But Lange, followed by most cclcl., reads 
1<a, o.ya.w11,, See Otto's note (pp. 194 f.). For the exclamatory w, c. genit., 
cf. ix, 5 (ler). 

For o.ya.w11 see Meecham, The Letter of Aristeas, p. 63, and the references 
there given. See especially Stauffer's treatment of &.yawa.w (Th. W.). 

ovK ;µ,ta11a•v ... 9v11-rwv. F. Probst thinks that this is a fragment of a 
Christian hymn. See Otto, and notes on vii, 4 (above), xi, 3 (below). 

&.wwaa-ro, of God's ' rejecting ' His people, as in Rom. xi, 1-2 (Ps. xciii, 14). 
The class. verb µ,v11a,KaK<w occurs five times in the LXX (Gen. 1, 15 al.). but 
not of God. The thought, however, of the divine 'forgetfulness ' of man's sins 
is familiar (Is. xliii, 25 ; Jer. xxxi, 34). Cf. especially Hennas, Sim. ix, 23, 4: 
el O 8eOS" ... oV µv11u1.,cakE't TOiS" ffoµ,o'Aoyovµ,Evor.S" KT'A. 

TJV<ax•-ro ... &.v,S.fa-ro. The MS. has TJ••ax•-ro >..!ywv K-r>.. Lachmann reads 
;>.,wv for Mywv. Hefele omits Mywv (so Gildersleeve). Otto (text) omits the 
whole passage, TJV<ax•-ro ... &.v,8.!fa-ro. He thinks that TJVEUX<To merely unfolds 
lµ,a1<po9vµ,11a•v, that the words .Mywv ... &.v,S.{a-ro are a textual gloss from Is. 
!iii, 4, II, and instances other possible glosses in ix, 6 (sub fin.), vii, 4 (/3/q. ... 
9«p). The phrase 'took upon Himself our sins' means that God in His concern 
for man acted as though man's sin was His own and hence planned, to do away 
with it by giving His own Son as ransom. Later Patripassianism is not here in 
view. For &.v,8.!{a-ro cf. Epict. iii, 24, 64 : or ovrw; ,;µ,,po; ,jv Kai ef,,>.av0pw1ro, 
WUTE ... TOl70VTOVS 'TrOVOVS ... aaµ,,vo; &.va8ex•a9a, (of Diogenes). The verb 
is used in the pap. with a legal nuance (' become surety for'). Cf. 2 Mace. viii, 
36, and see below (x, 6). av-ros ... av-ros. Emphatic repetition (vii, 2). 

&.w.!8o-ro ;>.,;,.pov "'"'P 71µ,wv. The mid. is appropriate, 'to give up of one's own 
will', 'part with' (so Moffatt on Heb. xii, 16). The thought is clearly based on 
Mark X, 45 ( = Matt. XX, 28) : 8ovva, T~V i/,vx~• av-rov ;>.,;,.pov 0.VTL wo.\.\wv. 
Diognetus enlarges it in the following clauses: -rov ay,ov KTA. The ;>.,;,.pov (see 
Westcott, Heb. pp. 295 ff. ; Abbott, Eph. pp. II ff.) was necessary, since men 
were' in the clutches of pleasures and lusts' (ix, x). Cf. Eph. i, 7 (&.wo.\vrpwai;); 

l Tim. ii, 6 (&.v-rl.\v-rpov) ; Titus ii, 14 (os e8wKEV ,av-rov "'"'PTJ/J,WV ,va >.v-rpWUTJTa< ,m\). 
No exegetical importance can be attached to the change from Mark's &.v-ri to 

vw.!p. The two prepositions are not infrequently interchanged. In the probable 
reminiscence of the Marean saying in 1 Tim. ii, 6 we have vw,p wa.v-rwv (cf. Mark 
xiv, 24). vw.!p seems occasionally to approximate to the idea of substitution. 
Cf. Plato, Gorgi1+5, 515C: oyw "'"'P aov 0.'TrOKp,vovµ,a,, Xen., Anab. vii, 4, 9: 
l9,>.o,; av, cli 'Ewla9,v,,, vn,p -roVTov &.wo9av,iv; Philemon 13 (' as your deputy', 
Moffatt), P. Oxy. II, 275 (A.D. 66) : eypai/,a vn,p av-rov µ,~ 186-ro; ypaµ,µ,a-ra. 

avoµ,wv. Otto prefers to read -rwv &.v&µ,wv to balance -rwv 1<a1<wv, etc. For 
Christ's association with the' lawless' see Lk. xxii, 37 (= Is. !iii, 12). 

-rov a.Ka1<ov, 'innocent' (Job viii, 20; Jer. xi, 19). Used of Christ as High 
Priest in Heb. vii, 26. 

-rov 8l1<a,ov ... &.8{1<wv, a reminiscence of I Pet. iii, 18. The alignment 0£ 
the term 8{1<a,o; with other adj. shows that it is descriptive, not a title 0£ the Son 
(as in Acts iii, 14; vii, 52 ; xxii, 14). This is made clear in ix, 5 by the absence 

9 
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of the art. (' in one who is righteous'). ~•e may compare I John ii, 1, 'Jesus 
Christ, being, as he is, righteous' . 

.,..;,. a9civa-rov. For the apparent redundancy after -rov rI,f,9ap-rov Otto cites 
Just. Mart., Dial. 117: a,f,9cip-rovs Ka< a9avci-rovs. 

3. The ' covering ' of sins is a Scriptural idea. See Ps. xxxi (xxxii). 1 ; 

lxxxiY (lxxv), 3; Jas. v, 20 (see Mayor's full note) ; 1 Pet. iv, 8. The author's 
meaning is that the righteousness of Christ 'covers ' men's sins in the sense of 
'making atonement' for them (cf. the force of the Heb. -,~,:;i in the Ps. (!xv, 4 al.)). 
Note that it is the 8,1<aioaov71 of the Son (cf. § 5) that thus 'covers ' sins. See 
above, p. 25. KaAo,rrw is a word of Ionic origin (Nl!.geli, Wortschatz, p. 27). 
The simplex, common in Homer and the poets, is rare in Att. prose. For 
Hellenistic cf. AYisteas, 87; Exod. xxiv, 15; Matt. x, 26. For the form ~fivv~971, 
seep. 1r. 

4. 8,1<a,w9fjva,, 'to be justified'. This rendering best preserves the ambiguity 
of 6,Ka<ow (cf. § 5). which means strictly 'to declare or deem righteous' (see 
note on ~,ow, ix, 1). But the notion 'to make righteous' is not excluded when 
the verb is used of the divine dealings with men. (So Moberly, Atonement and 
PersonaJ.ity, p. 335, n. 1). See Sanday and Headlam, Romans, 28 ff., C. H. 
Dodd, The Bible and the Greeks, 42 ff. Our author's thought is deeply Pauline 
(cf. Rom. iii, 26, 30; iv, 5; viii, 30, 33; Gal. iii, 8). The place of 'faith' in 
the work of justification is doubtless present to his mind, though not explicitly 
named. For the use of the term 'faith' seep. 40. 

avo/Lovs ... aa•fl•'is. For the conjunction cf. 1 Mace. vii, 5 ; Ps. I. 15. 
The former term has here a positive ring, 'those who violate law' (1 John iii, 4). 

5. ,;, rijs yAvKelas av-raAAayfj;. For exclamatory w, c. genit., see ix, 2, and for 
a rhetorical series of exclamations as here, Clem. Alex., Quis Div. Salv. eh. 35. 
The context suggests that the 'exchange ' is one of state rather than of person, 
of V1.ickedness for justification, not the substitution of Christ for men. dv-raUay~ 
is a very rare word. 

,;, -rfjs av,f,xvuia-rov 871/L<ovpylas, ' 0 heavenly workmanship past finding out ! ' 
(Newman, A Grammar of Assent, p. 474). av•f•xvlaa-ro; is perhaps a 'biblical' 
word, though formed on classical precedents (see LS. on Jt,xv•ow, Aesch., Agam. 
368). It is found in Job v, 9, ix, 10, as here, in reference to God's creative­
ness, and perhaps borrowed by Paul (Rom. xi, 33; Eph. iii, 8). Cf. 1 Clem. xx, 
5. For li71/Lwvpyias cf. 1 Clem. xx, 6, and see note on ix, 1. 

,;, 'TWV a1rpoalioK.,,,-wV EV<py,a,wv, referring to viii, II (a .,.,, ... ~/L"'v), i.e. to 
sbare in His blessings (•v•py,a,wv). • 

iva avo/Lia K'TA. The iva clause is explanatory of the three preceding exclama­
tions, the iva, following late usage, denoting content not purpose (cf. John xv, 13 ; 
xvii, 3 al.). 

The contrast of the ' One • righteous with the ' many ' wicked is drawn from 
Rom. v, 12 ff. (see especially verses 15, 18j. fi,Kaicp ... fi,Ka,oaov71 ... 
fi,KatWCl'[J- For the stylistic feature see p. 14. Kpv/3fi : the, second aorist pass. 
form <Kpvfl71v is late (Gen. iii, 10; John viii, 59). See Bl.-Deb. § 76, 1. 

6. ,>.iyta,. Sc. o 8,6,, to which also the pronouns a!J'Toii•and alJ'Tov (below) 
relate. For ,>.iyxw see on ii, 8. 

EV 'Ttp 1rpoa8,v xpovcp, i e. before the Son came. Cf. ix, I, /LEXP' 'TOV 1rpoa8,v 
xpovov. 

"" aovvaTOv ... ,f,va,w;. This pregnant phrase resumes the thought of the 
second half of ix, r (•v -rip -rOT< ... y•v718wµ,<v). From the classical down to 
the Byzantine period the neuter sing. of common adjectives is used with the art. 
as a substantive expressing an abstract idea, often followed by a genit. as here. 
It is a frequent usage in the higher Ko,v~ (Bl.-Deb. § 263, 2). Cf. Aristeas, 122 ; 

Rom. viii, 3 ; I Cor. i, 25; 2 Cor. viii, 8. 
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,ls -r.l -rvx••v twf)s. The construction is used in place of the so-called object 
infinitive after -r.l ao.!va-rov (expressing inability. See Goodwin, Moods and 
Tenses, § § 747-9). It 1s a virtual equivalent of the construction do6vaTov da,>.0,iv 
(ix, r. Cf. ovva-r.lv aw{t<v, ix, 6). Cf. Habakkuk i, 8 : 11po8v,-,.os ds -ro rf,ay,iv. 

viiv o~ -rov K-rA. The viiv is emphatic and in contrast with lv -r0 11poa8,v xpov~. 
The term o Ew-r1p is found here only in the Epistle. It is infrequent also in Paul 
(Eph. v, 23 ; Phil. iii, 20), the Gospels (ter), and the Apostolic Fathers (2 Clem. 
xx, 5 al.). 

-ra ao.!va-ra. A cryptic phrase. Either (a) ' even powerless creatures ' or 
(b) 'even in the sphere of the impossible', taking Ta a66va11a. as acc. of respect. 
If so, aw{w is used absolutely (Matt. viii, 25). 

For the thought cf. Lk. xviii, 27 : Td. ciSOvaTa 'TTap<L &.v0~W'1Tor.r; 8vva:Td 1rapa. 

TW 8£W £a-r,v. 
' ;{ <i,-,.,f,o-rlpwv. The position of the phrase suggests that it goes with lPo v>.1811, 

• in both ways His will was', .etc. The thought runs as follows. God has proved 
man's inability to attain life in time past and has now shown the Saviour's ability 
to save. In both these ways His will was that men should believe His goodness 
and regard Him as guardian, etc. Otto thinks that the passage shows the in­
fluence of Is. xi, 2-3, xii, 2 on our author. But the connexion is not obvious. 
For a similar list of appellatives (of God) see Theophilus, ad Auto!. i, 3. 

-rpo,f,la. This and the following terms are not titles of God, but descriptive 
of His role towards men. For -rpo,f,,,is cf. Hermetica, I, p. 390, 12 (ed. W. Scott) : 
-r,p a.,,,-,.,ovpy,p ws 1ra-rpl aya8,p Kai -rpo,f,,, XPT/='P· The cognate verb is used of God 
in Baruch iv, 8. Cf. the v.l. -rpo,f,o,f,op,iv in Deut. i, 31 ; Acts xiii, 18. For 
06µ.Pov>.os (of the Son) see note on viii, 9 (above). For ,f,ws (of God) cf. 1 John 
i, 5, 7. nµ.1 and 6ofa are frequently combined, usually in the reveroe order, and 
used in reference to God in Ps. viii, 6 ; Rom. ii, 7, 10. 

1r,pl ... ,-,.,p,,-,.viiv. So the MS. and most edd., including Lake. Otto and 
Lightfoot omit the words as a gloss (on -rpo,f,fo) drawn from Matt. vi, 25, 28, 31, 
' in textum inepte importatum' (Otto). This view is probably correct, for the 
notion of' care for clothing and food 'is not only alien from the context, but almost 
from the entire Epistle. God's provision of temporal necessities is stated in iii, 4, 
but nowhere does the idea of man's anxiety in this regard occur. Moreover, the 
clause savours of an anticlimax, following the glowing description of God's moral 
qualities. On the other hand, some sequence is apparent : men believing on 
God's goodness will think of Him as guardian, etc., and s.:i be free from care for 
material needs. Atonement for man's sin and provision for his daily needs alike 
attest the xp11a-ro-r71s of God, who 'bestowed upon us all things at once' (viii, r). 
Cf. Rom. viii, 32. 

X 

The author now draws some practical conclusions from the Christian belie! 
in God and redemption, intermingling after the Pauline manner paraenesis (note 
the resumption of the second person of address; see note on vii, 8) and exposition. 
He reaffirms that God loved men and gave them privileges which culminated in 
the sending of the Son and the promise of the heavenly kingdom. The knowledge 
of this manifested love fills men with joy and moves them to an answering love 
which seeks to imitate the goodness of God. A man can copy God, when He 
wills. For true happiness does not consist in domination, wealth, and power ; 
it lies rather in the service of the weak and needy. There is the true imitatio Dei. 
And such a life of well-doing brings in its train new insight and judgement. 

I. -rao-r71v ... -r~v ,r{a-r,v. The words, emphatic by position, may refer specifi­
cally to the faith in God's goodness enjoined in ix, 6. But probably the wider 
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sense of the term, as used in viii, 6 (' faith, by which alone it is given to see God ') 
is intended. Here, as there, no object of faith is assigned. 

<'a•• rro9711YTJs, Ka, >.ci.f3nr KTA. If this,. the MS. rdg., be accepted, the two[old 
conditional sentence lacks an apodosis. So Krenke!, Funk, and Lake. Editorial 
con_1ectures show much variety. (1) Otto reads Ka, >.71,t,n, regarding it as the 
apodosis (' You shall also receive', etc.). See his note (pp. 197 f.). (2) Gilder­
sleeve suggests Kara>.a./30,s av ,er)._ (' you must gain '). (3) Lachmann prefers 
<',mro971ua,r, Ka< Aa./30,r (optatiYes expressing a wish, ' mayest thou desire ... 
and gain'). So Bunsen. (4) Gebhardt reads <'av rroOfir, KaTa.Aa/3£, and so Geffcken. 
(5) Scheibe would emend to K<iv >.ci./30,s. 

There is no need to depart from the MS. rd"g. The second Ka{ does not neces­
sarih- introduce aft apodosis; it may well begin another protasis. The loss of 
apodosis mav be due to a lacuna in the text or to the digression of thought in 
§ 2. For such aposiopesis, cf. Dan. iii, 15; Lk. xiii, 9. Moreover, the MS. rdg. 
brackets ' this faith ' and ' knowledge of the Father • as conditional elements of 
some unspecified consequences, and this is better than to make (as 4) faith con­
sequent upon gaining knowledge of the Father, a view which reverses the dictum 
of viii, 6, cited above. 

For TTofNw cf. iii, 1 (c. infin.) ; xii, 8 (of God). 
<'rr{yvwu,v waTpor. J. Armitage Robinson, Eph. pp. 248 ff., argues that 

J7r{yvwu,r denotes not 'complete knowledge ', but knowledge directed to (<'rr{) a 
particular object. Tra:rp6r, obj. genit. Cf. 2 Pet. i, 2 (0£oii). God is here named 
' Father ' (there is no art. in the three occurrences of the term) in relation to both 
the Son or ""ord (xi, 2 ; xii, 9) and to man, as § 3 implies. See p. 21, n. 3, 

A. D. Nock (].T.S. xxix (1927-8). 40), retaining Ka< >.ci.f311r, would emend to 
ETTtyvWCIT) 7ra-r£.pa.. 

2. This section is in the nature of a digression ( § 3 resuming or being cor­
related to § r. Note fLEV ... S,). But it gives in brief compass a comprehen­
sive survey of God's gifts of love to men in creation, redemption, arid sanctification. 

o yap 6£or KTA. A free recollection of John iii, 16. Cf. 1 John iv, 9, and see 
below, x, 3 : T0v oVTws 1rpoaya.1r1Jaavr<J. aE. 

Si' otir ETTO{TJaE Tov Koa,.,ov, a point frequently stressed by early Christian writers. 
Cf. Just. Mart., Apol. i, ro: "we have been ta?ight that He in the beginning did, 
of His goodness, for man's sake (Si' riv6pwrrous). create all things," etc. 

So also A.pot. ii, 4, S,a To riv9pwTTHov ylvor. Cf. Dial. 4r. See also Apology 
of Aristides i (Syr.); Hennas, Mand. xii, 4, 2. The universalism of this note 
contrasts with the Jewish view of a chosen race, as, e.g. 2 Esdras vi, 55 f., "0 
Lord ... thou hast said that for our sakes thou hast created the world. But 
as for the other nations that are descended from Adam, thou hast said that they 
are nothing and that they are like spittle" (cf. vii, u). For other references 
see note by E. H. Blakeney (J.T.S. xiii (1941), 193 ff.) and his ed. of the Epistle, 
pp. 74 ff. olr vTT<-rab ... yfi. See note on Ka< vTT<I'T<-raKTa, (vii, 2). 

>.6yov, here = 'reason ' (see on vii, 2). Cf. Epict. i, 3, 3 : o >.6yos ll£ Kal ~ 
yvwfLTJ Ko,vov Trpor -rovs 9£ovs (cited in Sharp, Epictetus and the New Testament, 
p. 127), Just. Mart., Apol. ii, 7 : Trapa >.6yov Ka< voiiv. 

ofr ... eTTi-rp£,t,o. (1) 'whom alone He permitted to look upward to Him' 
or (2) 'on whom alone He enjoined that they should look upward to Him• (Lake). 
(r) is preferable, and is the prevailing sense of em-rpeTTw in the N.T. 

For aVTov Lachmann (so also Lightfoot) conjectures otlv6v, a contraction of 
ovpav6v (cf. Matt. xiv, 19). The thought is akin to that of Col. iii, 1-2 (the quest 
Of Ta avw). 

It is gratuitous to see here, with Geffcken (p. 26), a loan from essentially 
Stoic thought. The passage he cites from Xen., Mem. i, 4, II affords no real 
parallel. There the regard of the gods for men is seen in the fact that they made 
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man alone, of all animals, of upright posture, and the whole context stresses man's 
superiority to the animals. More relevant is Cicero, de Nat. Deor. ii, 56: " He 
(the Deity) has made us of a stature tall and upright, in order that we might be­
hold the heavens and so arrive at the knowledge of the gods". Lactantius, 
Div. Inst. ii, 1, 15, cites a passage from Ovid, Metamorphoses i, 84 ff., enshrining 
the same idea. On this ' upright form ' peculiar to .man, see Abrahams, Studies 
in Pharisaism and the Gospels, Series II, n. 7, pp. 164 f. See Blakeney, pp. 77 f., 
for further references. 

But the setting in Diognetus makes no such contrast between man and lower 
creatures; although the insertion of µ,ovo,s in the clause may be significant in that 
regard. What seems to be more decisive is the meaning of the words ' to look 
upward to Him'. It is improbable that they refer merely to man's physical 
stature. The author is recounting the initial blessings man has received at the 
Creation, and these are mental and spiritual in character. A physical reference 
would be an intrusion. in the series 'reason'-' mind'-' in His own image'. 
The phrase ' to look upward to Him' is a figurative description of man's capacity 
for aspiration Godwards, being thus in line with the preceding and especially the 
following words (' whom He made in His own image'). Philo stresses this very 
point, that man's likeness to the image of God is not bodily : " the resemblance 
is spoken of with reference to the most important part of the soul, namely, the 
mind ", etc. (de opif. mundi 69). Gen. i, 26 ff. is a sufficient source for the 
thought of Diognetus x, 2. Man by divine gift has the ability to look up to God. 
Hence the frequent exhortations of psalmist (Ps. cxxiii, 1 al.), prophet (Is. xl, 26), 
and apostle (Col. iii, 1). Athanasius (de Incarn.) associates the upward look with 
man's knowledge of God. Cf. xii, 6 ; xiv, 7 ; xiv, 3. 

J,c ... ,l,covos, 'in accordance with (cf. Hdt. i, 64; John iii, 34; 2 Cor. viii, 
II; and pap.) His own image ', for which ,caT' ,l,cova is more usual in the Gk. 
Bible (Gen. i, 27; Col. iii, 10). See the note on ,l,cwv in Lightfoot, Col. pp. 142 ff. 

E'11'Aacr<, of God's 'forming' (Gen. ii, 7 f., 15; 1 Tim. ii, 13). '11'Aa.craw, 'form' 
is perhaps a literary variation on '11'0,iw, 'make' (above). The two verbs are 
interchanged in Rom. ix, 20 f. Contrast also Gen. i, 27 (1rou!w), ii, 7 (rr>.a.aaw). 
The metaphor of the potter applied to God is frequent in the O.T. (Is. x1v, 9; 
!xiv, 8; Jer. xviii, 4 ff.). Test. XII Patr., Test. Naph. ii, z ff. draws out the 
comparison between God's creation of man and the work of the potter. 

0.'11'£CTT<tA< ... µ,ovoy<vfj. From I John iv, 9. µ,ovoy<v~s. ' unique ' (1 Clem. 
xxv, 2), 'only', of children (Tob. iii, 15). Cf. John i, 14, 18; iii, 16, 18. See 
note on viii, II {above). On a.'11',/CTT<tA<, see vii, 2. 

-r~v fv oVpav{j> {Jaa1.Aelav. In ix, r T~v flaaiAelav -roV (hoV. Our author has 
virtually both the Matthean (Twv ovpavwv) and the Lukan (ToO lhoO) equivalents. 
The passage ofs T~v ... aVTov is apparently borrowed from Jas. ii, 5 (cf. also 
i, 12). For the idea that Christians receive or inherit the kingdom, cf. Matt. 
v, 3 ; I Pet. i, 4 ; 2 Thess. i, 5. For -rots ciya1r~aaa,v aV'TOv cf. xii, I, To Ls dya,rWa,v 
op8ws. 

3. £'11'Lyvovs 8~. 'and when you have this knowledge', i.e. of the Father (x, 1). 
Tlvos ... er<; for these N.T. reminiscences see above, p. 56. On ovrws see 
p. 1 I. '11'poaya1r~craVTa.. The verb is apparently confined to late and ecclesias­
tical writers (it is not registered in LS9). An obvious coinage from I John iv, 19. 

4-6. Here the author reverts to the practical issues of faith. See note on 
eh. v (init.). The thought is that if a man loves God he will seek ' to imitate 
His goodness'. And this will be seen not in dominance over one's neighbour 
(how alien is such an attitude from God Himself!), but in helpful service to those 
in need. In a word, love towards God must express itself in love towards man. 
Here the influence of I John (iv, 11 f., 20 f.) is marked. 

a.yarr~cras. Coincident aor. participle, ' by loving '. On µ,,µ11n), <CT[J 

y<vfo8a, 8,ov see Additional Note A. For the XP1JCTTOT1JS of God, see viii, 8. 
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6vr•aTm 11,>.ovro, avroii. The genit. abs. here only in the Epistle, with the 

possible exception of iii, 5. The reference of avroii is uncertain. (1) 'it is 
possible when he (civllpanror) will'. (2) 'he can, if God willeth it', awoG 
referring to ll•oii. So Lightfoot. Cf. Acts xviii, 21. This is probably the better 
view, for, although the context stresses man's own moral effort to imitate God 
(cf. 11-'/1-T('"TJ> y•vfolla,), as in aJl N.T. instances, it is the divine grace and initiative 
that enables men to imitate God. 

For 6tlvaµ.a, used absolutely see 4 Mace. xiv, 17b; 1 Cor. iii, 2; x, 13. 
5. A negative definition of happiness (•ollmµ.ov,,v). Geffcken (p. 26) thinks 

that we have here an echo of familiar Platonic conceptions. But in the two 
passages he cites (Gorgias, 488b ; Repub. 349b) Plato is concerned with the con­
cept of justice {To 1l,Kaiov), not happiness. 

The precept {ov yap To KaTallvv<IOT<v«v) is no doubt intended to be of general 
application. But, since Ka.-aSvvaOT<vw is frequently used of men in authority 
misusing their power ("1isd. xv, 14 ; xvii, 2 ; Sir. xlviii, 12 al.), this may be the 
shade of meaning here. Cf. f3c.c/.{,alla., Tov, v1ro1l«OT<pov, (5). It would have 
especial point, if Diognetus held official rank. See pp. 92 f. 

For KO.TalivvaOT<vw, c. genit., cf. Diod. Sic. xiii, 73 : Ka.Ta.SvvaOT<vanv Twv 
1ro>.,.,.ciiv, Jas. ii, 6; Hermas, Mand. xii; 5, I. In the LXX it always takes the 
acc. (\','isd. ii, 10 al.). It is practically a Koine word, first found in Xen. 

/3ui.{rnlla.,. See note on vii, 4. Tour v1ro6«0T<pov,, lit. 'inferior', i.e. 'poorer•. 
Cf. 1 Clem. xix, 1 : To v1ro6ds, 'submissiveness'. 

Tij, EKdvov µ.cya.>.w,.,..,,-ros. For the 'majesty ' of God cf. Ign., ad Rom. (head­
ing) : & µ.•ya>.w,.,..,,.,.. 1ra.Tpo, i,rf,,OTov, also Josephus, Con. A pion. ii, 168 : 1rp<1roVTa. 
-rfi Tov llwii tf,tla« Kcu µ.<ya.>.,drr'T('"<, and 2 Pet. i, 16. The suggestion is that the 
majesty of God is the majesty of love. Cf. the use of the term in the story of the 
healing of the demoniac child (Lk. ix, 43). 

6. To ... /30.po,. Perhaps there is a sidelong glance at Gal. vi, 2 (/3a.0To.{w). 
The thought, however, is familiar. The /30.po, is general, 'something hard to be 
borne ' (cf. Acts xv, 28). though the nuance 'financial burden•, as in the pap. 
(P. Giss. i, 7, A.D. rr7), would fit the sense of a.va.1l•xoµ.a., (see on ix, 2) and is in 
keeping with what follows. Cf. 2 Cor. xi, 9 (a./30.p-ris). 

Kpdaawv ... J>.a.,.,-ovµ.o,ov. For the spelling see above, p. II. 

,/II,>.«. In the Gk. Bible always (U>.w (not Jll,>.w). Note 11,>.n in xi, 7. 
os a.. So van Hengel conjectures for the MS. oaa.. With Toi, ,.,,.,S•oµ.<vois (abs. 

as in Sir. xxxiv, 21) cf. Tovs ,moll«OT<povs (above). For the communism of the 
early Christians see Acts ii, 44 f. ; Apol. of Arislides xv; Just. Mart., Apol. i, 14. 

ll•os y,v..,.a., Tciiv >.a.µ.f3a.vov.-wv. See Additional Note B. 
7. TOT£, 'then' (note the repetition in § § 7, 8), i.e. in consequence of such 

well-doing there follows insight into ' the mysteries of God ' and a new valuation 
of men and the world. Knowledge waits on doing. Cf. John vii, 17. For 
Tvyxcfvwv See OD ii, I. 

1ro>.,nv<nu. The verb means (a) 'to live the life of a citizen', (b) more 
generally, 'to live ' (see note on v, 4, above), (c) 'to rule', 'govern•. Cf. Dern. 
ii, 29 (of citizens) ; 1 Clem. xliv, 6 (of bishops) ; and pap. (M.M., Vocab. p. 526). 
As here used of God (a rare application) it probably carries the sense of (b). 
Man's lot (n,yxavwv) is on earth; God 'lives' in heaven (for the latter thought 
see Eph. vi, 9: o Kvp,os EOTLV EV ovpa.vois. Cf. Matt. v, 16 al.). But the meaning 
may well be ' God rules in heaven '. So Radford (' ruleth '). 

µ.vOT1]p<a 1/wii >.a>.,,v. For µ.vOT-rip,ov see on iv, 6. Cf. 1 Cor. xiv, 2 : 1rv•vµ.a.n 
Iii >.a>.,, µ.vOT11p,a.. The Christian knows God's ' secret counsel ' (contrast Wisd. 
ii,22). 

J.,,.. -rtj, µ.7111,>.nv, 'on the ground of their unwillingness'. For the construction 
see p. 12. For a.pv-riaa.alla, 11,ov see on vii, 7 (TOV Kvp,ov). Oa.vµ.a.a«,. Cf. x, 
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8. In Att. Gk. the future commonly takes the mid. form. For the act. form of 
the future cf. Plut., Mor. 823 f. ; Dent. xxviii, 50; for the mid. Is. xii, 23 . 

For ' the deceit and error of the world ' cf. iv, 6, a1raTTJ (of the heathen world), 
viii, 4, 1r>.&.v11 (oI the heathen philosophers). See 2 Pet. ii, r8 (Tovs Jv 1r>.a"!J 
avarrrp«f,oµhovs, i.e. the heathen) ; Hermas, Sim. vi, 3, 3 ; 2 Clem. vi, 4. • 

J1r,yvcps. So Lachmann, Bunsen, and others. The MS. reads ,1r,yvwa71 . 
Cf. x, 8 (fin.). 

oTav ... Ka-rar/,pov'T/"1/S, A suggested emendation adopted by Otto (text), 
TOT< ... KaTar/,pov.,,ans, relates the clause in sequence to the preceding o-rav ... 
<myvcps. This, however, would interrupt the succession of o-rav clauses balancing 
that of the foregoing TOT< clauses. 

-roV 80,coiJVToS' Jv8d.8£ 8av&.-rov contrasts with T0v Ov-rws 8C1.va-rov, perhaps a 
Platonic touch. Note too the implied double contrast with To ci>.110ws ,v ovpavcp 
{fjv. In heaven life is 'true' (ci>.1111ws) ; here on earth (iv0&.o,) death is merely 
•apparent• (OoKovv-ros). Have we here a reflection of the saying of Jesus ('Matt. 
x, 28) ? For the use of ov-rws as an attributive adj. cf. r Tim. v, 3, 5, r6, vi, r9 
(Tfjs ov-rws (wfjs), Athenagoras, Suppl. 7 (To ov-rws 0,i'ov). 

The striking phrase, -rov 8oKovv-ros Jvl1&.8, l1avaTov, is probably a reminiscence of 
Wisd. iii, 2 : loofav EV or/,l1a>.µ.oi's a,f,povwv T£11v&.va,. 

Os 4,vAO.aaE-ra, ... alWv,ov. Cf. 2 Pet. ii. 9 : ol8Ev KVp,os ... d.OlKovs-
8£ £ls ~µ.lpav KplaEWS' KoAa{oµ,lvovs TTJpEi.v. For -rO 7rfjp -rO alWv,ov cf. 4 ~!acc. xii, 
12 ; Matt. xviii, 8; xxv, 4r ; Jude 7. alwv,os, 'perpetual', 'of unknown 
duration', being associated with such terms as fl&.aavos (4 Mace. ix, 9), Ko>.aa,s 
• (Matt. xxv, 46), gained an eschatological sense, the future punishment of the 
wicked. See above, p. 42. It is needless to see here " a cryptic reference 
to Heraclitus" (Blakeney, pp. 9, 83). The context and language suggest rather 
reflections of the N.T. 

µ.•xP• T<Aovs, • up to the end', a semi-technical phrase (Wisd. xvi, 5 ; xix, r ; 
Dan. vii, 26; Heb. iii, r4), modifying Ko>.a.an. Eternal fire punishes up to 
the end'. 

It is interesting to notice how § 7 takes up three points in Diognetus's first 
question. Diognetus had asked about (1) the kind of God whom the Christians 
believe in and worship, their (2) disregard of the world, and (3) contempt for 
death. The author now says in effect : when you are a Christian, Diognetus, 
you yourself will (r) know that God lives in heaven and be able to 'speak His 
mysteries ', (2) understand the Christians' disregard of the world (its • deceit and 
error'), and (3) love and admire the Christians who endure punishment (i.e. 
death) rather than deny God (such death is only• apparent'). 

8. -ro vs imoµ.,vov-ras . . . µ.aKaplans, a virtual repetition of-rOT< TO vs Ko >.a,oµ.,vo vs 

... 11avµ.&.ans (7). See pp. 134 f. For the association of the terms imoµ.,vw and 
µ.aKapl,w cf. Dan. xii, I2 ; 4 Mace. vii, 22 ; Jas. i, 12. For u1rep O<Ka,oavv11s see 
note on Tov vvv Tfjs 8,Ka,oavv11s (ix, 1). 

l1avµ.&.ans To 1rvp ... µ.aKapla«s. The MS. rdg. is uncertain. Reuss (see 
Otto, p. 202, n. 19) restores it thus: l1avµ.&.ans ,.., 1rvp ToVTo Ka< µ.aKapla«,. 
Through scribal disarrangement this becomes To 1rvp ToVTo l1avµ.a.a«s Kai µ.a1<ap,a«,, 
which Otto (3rd ed.) prints. This is the rdg. of Haus's copy and is adopted by 
Geffcken (text). On this rdg. To 11vp ToVTo is antithetical to EK<tvo To 1rvp. The 
emendation ,.., 11poaKa,pov (with the order 11avµ.aans To KTA) is followed by many 
edd. (Funk, Lightfoot, Lake) and contrasts well with To 1rvp ,.., aiwv,ov (7). Cf. 4 
Mace. xv, 2, 3 ; 2 Cor. iv, 18. 

The allusion is to the fires endured by Christian martyrs. Otto refers to 
Just. Mart., Dial. r ro : " for it is plain that, though beheaded, and crucified, 
and thrown to wild beasts and chains and fire ", etc., and to the letter to the 
Church at Smyrna (Eus., H.E. iv, 15), which gives an account of Polycarp's 
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martyn:iom at the stake. \Vith the present passage cf. Polycarp's words : " you 
threaten "ith the fire that bums for a time (,rpos <i\p11v). and is quickly quenched, 
for you do not know the fire which awaits the wicked in the judgement to come 
and in everlasting punishment " (11lwvlov "o.\da£ws), Mart. Polyc. xi, 2. 

E1<Eivo -rO 'ff'Vp. Sc. -rO ald>vLOv (7). 
Ch. x is .plainly incomplete. The MS. shows a lacuna after J,,.,yv<f,s and adds 

a marginal note : ""' ~8£ Jy"otjv £fX£ TO o.VT{ypacf,ov. See p. 64. Blakeney 
supplies "by way of makeshift": (o £O"T<v o 8£0T£pos 1/a.va-ros). It is probable 
that the gap is not considerable, since the questions raised in the Preface have been 
dealt with, and the Epistle ends appropriately in eh. x on the paraenetic note. 

XI 

As a disciple of apostles I speak and teach with right the truths that have been 
handed down. These truths the Word has plainly revealed to disciples, who, 
being deemed faithful, thus gained knowledge of the mysteries of the Father. 
The \Yord was sent to appear to the world; he was dishonoured by God's own 
people, but proclaimed by the apostles, and believed on by the heathen. He is 
from of old, yet is ever young in the hearts of the saints. This eternal Word is 
now accounted a Son, and the Church inherits the riches of his grace, grace which 
works variously in the life of the Church. The individual too it enables to under­
stand the message which the Word speaks through chosen men. For all things 
which the Word moves us to speak we share with you, out of love for what he 
has revealed. 

r. {£Va, 'foreign to ' (the apostolic faith). Cf. the ll,llaxa, tlva, of Heb. xiii, 
9. For "fUAw c. acc., cf. xi, 7. Bunsen conjectured {71.:l.<ii (for {71T<ii). 

o.1Too-r0Awv y£V<>µ.£Vos µ.all117~s- The meaning of the phrase depends on the 
sense of the term a.,roO"ToAos. In the N.T. the term is used in (a) a particularized 
sense, indicating those who exercised general authority given directly by Christ, 
and sometimes limited to the Twelve (Acts i, 2 ff., 17, 25 f.), (b) a wider sense, of 
one engaged in the service of the Gospel, almost a 'missionary• (Acts xiv, 4, 14; 
Rom. xvi, 7). In our Epistle a.1ToO"ToAos is confined to the appended chapters 
(xi, I, 3, 6; xii, 5, 9). In xii, 5 o a.1ToO"ToAos ( = Paul) is clearly used in the narrower 
sense, and the context favours that reference in the remaining four passages. 
This limitation of meaning agrees with the general usage of the Apostolic Fathers 
(1 Clem. x1ii; Ign., Rom. iv), though the Didacke (xi, 3 ff.) apparently employs 
the term in the wider sense. The writer of the appended chapters may indeed 
be claiming that he was personally a pupil of the apostles, though the phrase in 
itself need imply nothing more than his acceptance of apostolic teaching. 

8,oa.aKaAos NJvwv (cf. 1 Tim. ii, 7; 2 Tim. i, II (NO CD al.)). He repre~ents the 
Gentiles as believing on the Word (xi, 3). For the significance of this phrase for 
the probable connexion of chs. xi-xii with the end of Hippolytus's Pkilosopkumena, 
see Cennolly (J.T.S. xxxvii (1936), 13). For Jllvwv see on xi, 3. 

Ta "1Ta.pa.llo9lVTa.. One of several terms ("1Ta.pa.lloa,s, "1Tlans, "~pvyµ.a.) denoting 
the 'traditions ' about Jesus which became part of the basis of the faith. Cf. 
the note on µ.a.971µ.a. (v, 3) and Additional Note D. See also Harnack, Hist. of 
Dogma I, 155, f. 

ci.{Lws V1TTJp£-rw. So Funk and Lake. Bunsen, Gildersleeve, and Lightfoot 
read a.f,ws v1171p£T(JJV. Bunsen later read a.flo,s. The MS. has a{lo,s v1171p£TW. 
The dat. y,voµlvo,s l(T,\. goes with v1171p£Tw rather than (as Lake's translation) 
with "1TapaoolllVTa. 

For v"1T71p£Tw, c. acc. (Ta "1TapallolllVTa) and dat. (ywoµ.lvo,s), cf. Plato, Symp., 
196 C: "1TOS yap EKWV "Epwn "1TaV V"1T7jp£T£'i. 

\\'ith y,voµ.EVo•s ci.>,711/das µ.all117a'is, i.e. presumably catechumens, cf. I Tim. 
ii, 4 : tds lITiyvwaw &.A7J8t:Las EA8E'iv. 
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2. Myq, 1rpoa<f,,>.~; y,v,,,8,!;. The MS. reads >.&yq, 1rpoa<f,,>.,, y,w718.t; ' be­

gotten by the loving Word'. Read (with Bunsen) y,v718.t; and (with Prud. M.) 
-rrpoa<f,,>.~;. See Otto's note (p. 203). It is improbable that >.oyo; should be used 
in such close contiguity in two senses ('word' and 'Word'), as Lake's translation 
implies. The absence of the art. is not decisive against this view. See note on 
lho; (p. 21, n. 3). Read the title' the Word' throughout. 

1rpoa<f,1>.~; may be taken in either (a) a passive sense' beloved' (of the Word), 
for which cf. Sir. iv, 7, xx, 13, or, more probably, (b) active, 'kindly-affectioned' 
(to the Word). Cf. Thuc. vii, 86. It is used absolutely in Phil. iv, 8. 

llu, >.&you, the Word being the medium of the revelation. But when o«i is 
followed by a personal genit. mediate approximates to direct agency ( = ~1ro 

c. genit.). See Meecham, L.A. pp. 144 f. 
,<f,avlpwa,v. Sc. atira. Cf. John xxi, 2. <f,av<t;, 'on his appearance' (to the 

world). Cf. § 3. 1rapptJalq. >.a>.wv. A Johannine phrase (John vii, 26; xvi, 29; 
xviii, 20), except Mark viii, 32. 

a1rt0Twv ... 1r10Tot. In the act. sense, 'unbelieving ' ... ' believing •. Cf. 
John xx, 27. 'Faithful' best renders mcrrot as covering both its act. and pass. 
signification. Cf. xi, 5. ll171yovµ,•vo;, 'expounding'. Lachmann and Bunsen 
conjecture ll171xo.Jµ,,vo; (pass.). 'bruited' (by the disciples). But the emphasis 
lies on the training of the disciples. 

>.oy,a8,,,,,.,;, 'accounted ', almost' found (to be).' Cf. xi, 5, and Neh. xiii, 13, 
ma-ro, ,>.oyfo871aav. For 1ra-rpo; µ,ucrr~p,a cf. µ,ucrr~p,a 8,oiJ (x, 7). Cf. ds trrlyvwa,v 
-roii fl,UOTtJplou -roii 8,oii (Col. ii, 2). 

3. ov xapiv, ' for which cause '. Lake takes ov as masc., ' foe his sake '. But 
who then is meant? It can hardly be the remote -rt, op8w; 1i,1iax8••s K-r>.. ( § 2 

ad init.), though it is true to the tenor of the Epistle to say that the Word was 
sent for man's sake (cf. vii, 3 ff. ; x, 2). If ov refers to God or the Word the sense 
is difficult. For the neut. (' wherefore ') cf. Lk. vii, 47. 

xapiv is placed after its case as generally in class. Gk. So also in N.T. except 
I John iii, 12. In LXX and pap. it generally precedes a Hellenistic use (BI.-Deb. 
§ 216, 1). For a1rla-r .. >., see on vii, 2. 

V1TO >.aoii a-r,µ,aa8,k Cf. John viii, 49: Ka• vµ,,,; a-r,µ,&.~ .... ,.,,.. >.aov ... 
,8vwv. The terms are regularly contrasted in the LXX : ' the chosen people 
(Israel) ' ... 'the heathen '. Cf. also Lk. 0 ii, 32. See Kennedy, Sources of 
New Testament Greek, p. 98; Hort on 1 Pet. ii, 9. 

ll,a a1roa-r6>.wv K1JPUx8,t;. If ll,a is here differentiated from the two occur­
rences of v1r6, c, genit., the apostles are the media of the preaching. But see 
note on 8,a >.&you ( § 2). 

The last two clauses are perhaps reminiscent of I Tim. iii, 16 (probably a 
fragment of an early Christian hymn) : EK1Jpvx871 ,v Wv,a,v, ,1r,a-r,.J8., ,v daµ,<p. 
F. Probst suggested that § § 3-6 may have a similar origin. See notes (above) on 
vii, 4, ix, 2, and also p. 14. 

For the thought of § 3b cf. Acts xiii, 46-8. 
4. ovros o a1r' apxfj,. Cf. l John ii, 13, 14, John i, 1, and see xi, 5 (below): 

ovro; o ad. ,vp,8d;, 'found to be', 'proved'. Cf. 1 Cor. iv, 2 al. On the thought 
of xi, 4-5 see Additional Note C. 

Ka,vo; ... vlo,. If the class. distinction is intended, the Incarnation of 
the Son is qualitatively " a new departure in God's ways with men " (Radford). 
and a recurring new experience in the hearts of men. But the distinction is often 
blurred in late Greek. For the opposition of Ka&vo; and 1ra>.a,6, see Matt. xiii, 
52 ; Eph. iv, 22-4. 

,v ... y,vvC:.µ,,vo;. Causal, supplying the reason for v<o;. This is prefer­
able to taking vlos closely with y,vvwµ,,vo;, 'being born young', an otiose state­
ment. This mystical note of the indwelling Christ is both Pauline (l{om. viii, 
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ro; Gal. ii, 20) and Johannine (John xiv, 20; xvii, 26). It is frequently stressed 
in Ignatiu~ (Magn. xii; Smy,·n. iv, 1). The thought is amplified in the following 
section (5) in the words ~ £1<1<A71ala. ... orA718tlv,Ta.i. For parallels in Hippolytus 
see R.H. Connolly in ].T.S. xxxvii (1936), 8 f. 

5. o ,,..,r,µ,,pov vios Aoy,a8,ls. An obscure phrase. Its ultimate source is 
probably Ps. ii, 7, interpreted as a Messianic prediction by the author of ,rpos 
'E{Jpa.lovs (i, 5; v, 5). Whether or not we can fix our author's a~µ,•pov to denote 
a feast of the Nativity (Lake) or a celebration of Easter Day (Radford; cf. 
Paul's citation of Ps. ii, 7 in Acts xiii, 33), the term obviously refers to the Christian 
era. So Heb. (iii, 7, 13, 15) seems to interpret the a~µ,•pov of Ps. xcv, 8. For the 
sense of Aoy,a8.ls see on xi, 2 . 

.;, JKKA71ula. Stephanus and many edd. insert ~- Otto thinks that the art. is 
unnecessary and cites £1<1<A71ala.s xa.p,s (xi, 6) and r Cor. xiv, 4. See pp. 12 f. x&.p,s 
••• orA718vv.-ra.,. See above, p. 52. This ' grace ' is unfolded or extended in 
its influence. aorA6w, a late word. Cf. Job xxii, 3. 

6,a.yyiAAovaa. 1<a.,povs. In what sense does grace proclaim seasons ? Bunsen 
thinks the reference is to the direction of the Church by the Spirit on the question 
of the times of festivals (cf. the collocation of • the Lord's Passover• and 'the 
seasons 'in xii, 9). More probably the meaning is that grace proclaims the times 
of fulfilment of the promises. Cf. the use of 6,a.yyt'AAw in Acts xxi, 26. See W. 
Bauer, Wiirterbuch, p. 301, and Schniewind in Th.W. i, 67. 

xai.povaa. Jor{, c. dat. Cf. Baruch iv, 33 ; Matt. xviii, 13 al. Class. Gk. has 
simple dat. and also brl, c. dat. For m=ois see on xi, 2. Here it is almost a 
technical term for the Christian brotherhood (cf. r Tim. iv, 3, ro). 

t!or,{71Tova, 6wpovµ,t'v71. Cf. xi, 2: Tls ... ou1< ior,{71T<< aa.,f,ws µ,a8•iv, 1<TA. The 
dat. of agent (ols) is used chiefly with the perf. and pluperfect pass. It occurs, 
however, with the present pass. (as here) in Thuc. Cf. iii, 64 : Tlv•s av oJv vµ,wv 
6,Kcuonpov ,ra.a, Tois "EAA71a, µ,,aoivro; cf. also vi, 87, 3: TWV 71µ,iv oro,ovµ,t'vwv. 
This usage of the dat. is probably an extension of the dat. of interest. 

apK,a ,rl=•ws. If Lach.mann's conjecture, accepted by most edd., opK,a (for 
the MS. op,a) is read, the allusion is to the baptismal vows. ,r{UT,;, here and in 
xi, 6, is objective, 'the faith', i.e. a defined body of Church doctrine. Cf. Jude 
3; the' sound teaching' of r Tim. i, ro; Titus ii, r; and Justin's "pure and pious 
faith " (Dial. 80). See below, p. t48. 

ap,a ,ra.Tt'pwv. The bounds set by the Church Fathers relating to doctrine 
and discipline. Cf. Clem. De Virg. ii, 15, 5 : ' haec fida sunt, haec vera et recta, 
hi limites, quos non mutant, qui recte in Domino conversantur • (see Funk ii, 26). 
See also Radford's note (p. 83). 

orapopl{.-ra,. Late word. Cf. P. Tebt. II, 410• (A.D. 16) : ,rp_oa•x• xa.pw oJ 
,rapopl{<Ta, v,ro ylTOvo;, " give heed on account of the encroachments made by a 
neighbour" (cited in M.M., Vocab. p. 684b). 

6. For the significance of the equation of law and prophecy with the gospels 
and apostolic tradition, see above, p. 51. Cf. also Theophilus, ad Autol. iii, 12: 
Gospels, Prophets, Law. 

Note the series of short rhetorical clauses connected by Ka{, as also in xii, 9. 
R.H. Connolly (J.T.S. xxxvii (1936), 11 f.; xxxix (1938), 361) sees here a further 
link in the proof that xi-xii derive from a work of Hippolytus. 

d-ra marks the transition to a new point. Cf. Barn. vi, 3 ; Heb. xii, 9. voµ,ov, 
objective genit. ii6£Tcu refers to the chanting of the law in psalm or hymn. For 
the figure see Ign., Eph. iv ; Rom. ii. 

,rporf,'T(TWV xap,;. See above, p. 52. 
,uayy,Mwv ,r{UT,;. Note the plur.' gospels'. The term is here used concretely 

of books (cf. the well-known passage in Just. Mart., Apol. i, 66 : Jv Tois yooµ,t'vo,s 
im' aiiTwv ri1roµ,v7Jµ,ov•vµ,aaiv, a KaA,i-ra, ,,iayyOua) aligned with the law and the 
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prophets as sources for Christian instruction. On the other hand, it is the o~al 
teaching of the apostles that is mainly in view (a.1ro0T&Awv 1rapa8oa,s). See Ad­
ditional Note D. The 1rla-ris is again objective, as in xi, 5. For the phrase cl. 
Phil. i, 29. 

£1<1<A11alas xap,s,' grace which works in the Church'. Lachmann suggests xapa 
(for the MS. xap,s). which goes fittingly with a1<1p-rf# (cf. Lk. i, 44). xapa is a 
v.l. for xap,sin 2 Cor. i, 15 (xapav No BLP), and xap,s for xapain 3 John 4 (xc/.p,s 
B, Vg., Cop.). Cf. Clem. Alex., Paed. i, 5, 22 : µ.ov11 avr11 (i.e. £1<1<A11ala) Eis Tovs 
alwvas µ.lvEI xalpovaa ad. On the other hand, note the following -/jv xci.p,v (7), 
and the preceding notion (5) of the 'grace of the Church'. 

7. a Aoyos oµ.,A••· Cf. xi, I. ll,' wv, relative a.ssimila.ted to the omitted ante­
cedent. For 9lA« see on x, 6. 

8. The first person plur. is used because the author is including himself among 
the a.gents of the Word just mentioned (7). They a.re under a. double constraint 
to impart Christian truth to others: the command la.id upon them by the Word, 
and love of wha.t has been revealed to them. 

µ.<Ta ,rovov is best ta.ken with E[<m<,v (' to declare under stress ') rather tha.n 
y,voµ.<9a. Connolly (]. T.S. xxxvii (1936), 6 f.) shows the close kinship of this 
phrase (a.nd indeed of xi, 8-xii, I) with passages in the Philosophumena of 
Hippolytus. 

£[ a.ya.1r11s KTA. See Connolly (ibid.). 

XII 

Those who love God rightly become 'a paradise of delight', a fertile tree 
rich in varied fruits. Scripture records that God planted in the Garden the tree 
of knowledge and the tree of life. Both trees were planted together to show the 
intimate union of knowledge and life. This is the force of the Apostle's precept, 
"knowledge puffeth up, but love edifieth ". Wherefore 'let your heart be 
knowledge, your life the true word received (into the heart) '. This true word is 
a fruitful tree, yielding the harvest of blessings that God desires. 

I. Ev-rvxovr<s, 'meet with', hence 'to read•. Cf. Plato, Lysis, 214B; Polyb. 
i, 3, 10; Just. Mart., Apol. i, 26. For the conjunction of• reading' and 'hearing ' 
see 2 Mace. xv, 39. Note eh. i (above) : the writer • speaks ' and the reader 
•hears'. ols, i.e. the preceding Joa ... µ.<-ra 1rovov (xi, 8). .,a.aOe. Att. 
form of the future of ollla. Note the second person plur., but the sing. (ao,, 
Tpvy~a<1s) in xii, 7 f. See note on ii, I. 

Jaa ... opOws recalls the citation in I Cor. ii, 9b. 
al y•voµ.•vo, 1rapa.8<1aos Tpvfjjs may refer to (1) -rots dya1rwaw opOws. So 

Lightfoot and Lake, or (2) ol Evrvxov-r•s 1<al a1<011oavr<s,' ye who become thereby', 
etc. So Otto and Radford. A point that perhaps favours the latter view is that 
the reader is pictured as a fruitful tree. Hoffmann's conjecture, Tp11y71s (cf. 
Tpvy~a .. s xii, 8). is improbable, since the phrase is taken from Gen. iii, 24 (d. ii, 
15. Also Joel ii, 3). It is figuratively applied, in view of their fertility, to those 
who love God rightly. Cf. Is. Ii, 3; Pss. of Sol. xiv, 2-3 (o 1rapa8«aos Tov 1<vpfov, 
TO. [11Aa -rijs {wijs, Ja,o, a,n-ov). 

d,OaAovv. Cf. Dan. iv, 4 (Theod.). P. Oxy. IV, 72931 (ii/A.D.) : TO. ,f,v-ra 
EullaAouv-ra. 

dvaT<<Aav-r<s. So Stephanus for the MS. dvaTdAaT<. Otto reads ci.v,-r<iAa-r<. 
For the trans. use, found in Homer, cf. Gen. iii, 18; Matt. v, 45 ; 1 Clem, xx, 4. 
Lightfoot takes it as intrans., " growing up in themselves ", making 11ay1<ap11ov 
[11Aov in apposition to 1rapa.8E1aos. 

Ev fov-ro,s, ' in themselves ' ; if the alternative view (above) of ol y<voµ,vo, 
1<TA. is taken, • in yourselves'. 
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-rro,Ki>.o,s Kap-rrois K£Koaµ,'l'/µ,lvo,. In Hennas, Sim. ix, 28, t, believers are 

likened to 8/vllpa Kap1rwv 1r>.~P'I'/, &:>.>.o,s Kal ,n>.o,s Kap1rois K<Koaµ,'l'/µ,Eva (cf. ix, r, 10). 

-rro,K{>.os, as in class. Gk., 'variegated ', • of divers hues'. Then, ·various', 
2. ;,, -rip xwp{'!J (i.e. -rip 1rapa6da'!') ... {wijs. Cf. Gen. ii, 9. See above, p. 

54. 1r<d>v-r<1"a,, • there stands planted ' (force of the perfect). So also in § 4. 
Contrast the aorist J,f,v-rrna• ( § 3). 

3. oilll, ... 0.<1TJµ,a. Litotes. 'With significance'. The phrase perhaps 
suggC"sts that there is an allegorical meaning behind the scripture. .,.a y•ypaµµ,•va., 
i.e. the passage in Gen. ii, 8-9. The perfect tense denotes the abiding record (in 
Scripture). ws, 'how that ' ( = &-r,). 

{u>.ov yvwu•ws Kal. Rightly inserted by Bunsen. The scribal omission might 
easih· arise from the repetition of {u>.ov. 

llui ... ;.,,.i;,,Kvus. A compressed phrase. The meaning is that man's 
true life (cf. {wijs ci>....,lloiis, xii, 4) is to be gained through knowledge. For 
£,r,8oKvVs- see on viii, 6. 

f,, i.e. yvwan. Cf. Gen. iii, 7. Ka9apws may refer to physical or moral •purity•. 
If the former the reference is to the physical intercourse of the parents. Probably 
the latter sense is intended: they did not use their knowledge• rightly•. 

o, <i-rr' <ip'X'?S, 'the first parents •. This is preferable to taking ,i,r' apxijs with 
ycyuµ,vwv-ra,, 'they were in the beginning left naked •. Cf. o a1r' apxijs (xi, 4). 

ycyuµ,vwv-rai. Possibly metaphorical, ' were deprived of it ' (i.e. knowledge or 
true life). If literal (' were left naked') the author gives a somewhat free inter­
pretation of the Genesis story, which represents Adam and Eve as naked before 
their disobedience (ii, 25) and as awaking to their condition in consequence of 
yielding to the serpent. 

4. This section is explanatory (note ya.p) of the statement that ' life is through 
knowledge', the connexion being momentarily interrupted by the words 'but 
our first parents ... serpent'. There is thus a vita.I bond between sound 
knowledge and true life. Harnack (Hist. of Dogma I, p. 170, n. I) says that this 
" classification is a Hellenic one, which has certainly penetrated also into Palestinian 
Jewish theology". It is Johannine in origin (cf. John xvii, 3) and is richly 
reflected in later writings. Cf. the Eucharistic prayer in the Didache (ix, 3) : 
• we give Thee thanks, our Father, for the life and knowledge ({m<p -rijs {wijs Kal 
yvwu•ws) which Thou didst make known to us through Jesus Thy servant'. 

yvwa,s cia,j,a>-.71s (cf. r Clem. i, 2) may mean' knowledge that is safe or secure'. 
But the association of y,vwaKw and aa,j,a>-.71s in Acts (ii, 36 ; xxi, 34 ; xxii, 30) 
suggests the sense 'certainty'. The meaning would then be that knowledge to 
be ·sound' must take account of religion (i.e. the true life). 

o,6. Here only in the Epistle. It is rare in the apologists generally. lt<a.-r<pov, 

SC. {u>.ov. 
5. ,iv lluvaµ,,v, i.e. the 'meaning' of both trees being planted together. For 

lluva.1us, 'for-ce ', 'meaning', cf. Plato, Grat. 394B: ,j -roil rlvoµ,a-ros /Suvaµ,,s, 

1 Cor. xiv, 11 : 'l"'r/V lluvaµ,,v .-ijs r/,wvijs, Polyb. XX, 9, II : OUI( d/So.-,s .,.[va /Suvaµ,tv 

Ex€L -roV'To. 
o a11'0UT0Aos, i.e. Paul, who is thus included in the apostolate, as in Ign., 

Rom. iv, 3. Cf. also Athanasius, de Incarn. xxv, 5, where r/,71alv o a1rou.-o>-.os 
introduces a citation of Eph. ii, 2. For Paul as •apostle' see Gal. i, r, 17; 
Acts ix, r5. See on xi, I (above). 

ds {w.;,v may be ta.ken with aaKauµ,•v'l'/v, ' knowledge exercised unto life apart 
from the truth of the commandment' (so Bauer, Worterbuch, p. 194b). But it 
yields a better sense to take it as a pregnant phrase connected with npou.-a.yµ,a.-os, 
• knowledge which is exercised apart from the truth of the commandment which 
tends unto life '. 

What is the .,.pou.-a.yµ,aTos Eis ,w71v ? If a precise injunction is meant ~t may 
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be the • commandment' not to eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil 
(Gen. ii, 16 f.; iii, l l, 17, <ll'T<AAoµa,). This, however, is negative in character 
and has no suggestion of .ls (w17v. Paul is more explicit in his <VTo>..;, ,j <is (o,~v 
(Rom. vii, 10), where, though the immediate reference is to the tenth Comm;i nd­
ment, he is allegorizing the Genesis story of the Fall. The term TTpoa-rayµa may, 
however, be used here quite generally by our author. Cf. John xii, 50 (<'vro>.~). 
With ri>..,,B,la TTpoanf.yµa-ros cf. >.oyos ri>..,,817s (xii, 7). • 

6. vTTo Toii &rf,,ws 11>.avaTa,. Deception by the serpent (cf. § 3) here operates 
on a wider scale. Any man who lacks knowledge that is true and attested by 
life is its victim. The allegory of the Garden of Eden is present to the author's 
mind throughout the chapter. 

J,,,• J.>.,,t8, ... 11poa80Kwv. Cf, the similar spiritual interpretation of' plough­
ing• and •threshing', ,11' ,>.11lll, (1 Cor. ix, 10). The rtote of patient waiting for 
fruit is frequently struck. Cf. Sir. vi, 19 (rivaµ,vw) ; Jas. v, 7 ; 2 Clem. xx, 3 
(<Kll•xoµ.a,). 

7. A pregnant sentence. The meaning seems to be that the heart should be 
filled with the knowledge of divine things so that true teaching (>.oyos ci>..,,B~s), 
thus received in the heart, may become effectual in the life. For >.oyos = • teach­
ing', cf. vii, 2 (above) ; John v, 24. We may compare o >.6yos T-ijs ci>..,,8,ia; 
of the N.T. (Eph. i, 13; Col. i, 5 ; 2 Tim. ii, 15), and o "'P' To 8,fov ci>..,,0.;,s >.6yo; 
of Hippolytus, Philos. x, 34. 

xwpouµ•vos. A difficult expression. Probably the meaning is 'received ' 
(into the heart), i.e. •comprehended'. Cf. Aelian, V.H. iii, 9: ocrov aVT,;i Ka< 

,j o/,vx.;, xwp••· Also Matt. xix, II f.; lgn. Trail. v, r. It may, however, mean 
'being spread abroad ', for which cf. Hdt. i, 122 : ,j r/,a.Tt; K<XwPTJK<. So also 
John viii, 37 (act.), "my word makes no headway among you! " (Moffatt). See 
Field, Notes, pp. 94 f. Bunsen prefers to read xopTJyovµ•vos, 'offered' (to you), 
Hollenberg, llwpouµ•vos, 'presented•. 

8. o~. 'of it ', i.e. >.oyos ,U.,,B17s. 
Kap11ov alpwv. The MS. has Kap11ov pwv. See Otto's full note for the 

various conjectures. Otto reads •vpwv, which (in ed. 2) he emended to alpwv. 
But in ed. 3 he adopted Reuss's conjecture, opwv. Funk, Lightfoot, and Lake 
prefer alpwv. -rpvy17ans: cf. Lk. vi, 44; Rev. xiv, 18 f. ; 2 Clem. xix, 3. Bunsen 
would read Tpvrf,17ans, • shall fare sumptuously on'. 11apa. 8,,;;. • \,ith God', i.e. in 
His judgement. Cf. Rom. ii, 13; 1 Cor. iii, 19; Jas. i, 27. 

ovll• 11>.a.v.,, . , . 11<0T<u<Ta,. Some edd. (Bunsen, Hollenberg, Gildersleeve) 
read ovll• 11>.a."11 avyxpWTl{<Ta, Eua oilll, rf,8,lp,Ta,, ' Eve is not defiled with deceit, 
nor is she corrupted•. Ewald would read o~ ('where') oilll, Eua. KTA. See 
Radford's note (pp. 87 f.). 

ovyxpWT{{oµa., is a rare word found in Diog. Laert. vii, 2 : ri110Kplva.08a., Tov 
8,ov, ,l avyxpWT{{o,To Toi; v<Kpois, " the god's response was that he should take 
on the complexion of the dead" (R. D. Hicks's trans.). The context of our 
passage supports the sense of sexual ' taint • found in a late writer (Eustathius, 
1069, 1). Cf. also Hermetica (ed. W. Scott), I, 198, 19: av•x•a0a., avyxpWTi(6µ,vov 
avrfi .,,al!TJTov awµa, " to submit to contact with a body defiled by passion " 
(Scott's trans.). 

Eve here probably denotes the Virgin Mary. From the story of the serpent's 
deceit the author's mind passes swiftly and naturally to "the second Eve". 
The purity of Eve (i.e. Mary) and the consequent Christian benefits specified in 
the following clauses (' and salvation is set forth ', etc.) form the harvest (desired 
of God) of • the true word •. The parallel between the Eve of Genesis and the 
Virgin Mary is familiar. Just. Mart., Dial. 100, describes Eve as the mother 
of disobedience and death, but Mary as the mother of him through whom God 
destroys the serpent and delivers man from death. Irenaeus, Haer. iii, 22, 4, 
similarly contrasts the Virgin Mary found obedient and Eve disobedient : " for 
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she did not obey, being yet a virgin. As, having indeed a husband, i.e. Adam, 
yet being still a virgin ... was made the cause of death ... So also did Mary 

. by yielding obedience, become the cause of salvation". Irenaeus elabor­
ates the contrast in v, 19, r. This same parallel appears in Tertullian, de Carn. 
Chisti. 17: "as Eve had believed the serpent, so Mary believed the angel. 
The delinquency which one caused by believing, the other by believing effaced". 

Bohl thinks that the allusion is to the Virgin Mary, but takes mOT<11ETa1 in 
the act. sense, • Mary exercises faith'. There would thus be a pointed contrast 
between Eve's enticement and transgression and Mary's confidence in the divine 
announcement (Lk. i, 26 ff.). Funk (i, 413) thinks that, while the allusion is to 
Eve, the author has in mind Mary the Virgin as a second Eve. 

The idea that Eve lost her virginity through sexual seduction by Satan and 
so bequeathed infection to mankind is familiar in Rabbinic tradition. See 
Oesterley and Box, The Religion and Wo,-ship of the Synagogue, p. 240 ; Thackeray, 
The Relation of St. Paul to Contemporat'y Jewi,h Thought, pp. 50 ff. Whilst this 
is not a Biblical notion, it may lie behind 2 Cor. xi, 2 f., the serpent which deceived 
Eve being regarded as identical with Satan. Cf. 4 Mace. xviii, 8 ; Slavonic 
Enoch xxxi, 3 ff. ; Wisd. ii, 24 (possibly). Note the suggested analogy between 
Eve and Mary in this regard in the Book of James, or Protevangelium, xiii, I. 

9. For the stylistic feature of short sentences joined by ,,a/, cf. xi, 6. Seep. 67. 
awn7pwv S«1<vura,, 'salvation is set forth • (in the Gospel). For awr~p,ov cf. 

Lk. iii, 6 ( = Is. xl, 5). Test. XII Patr., Test. Sim. vii, 1 ; Test. Dan. v, 10. 

avvo-,{oVTai. The verb occurs sixteen times in LXX (Neh. ix, 20 ; Pss. xv, 
7; xxxi, 8). Cf. also Hennas, Mand. iv, 2, 1; Test. Levi iv, 5; ix, 8. All these 
instances show the act. voice and the meaning' to give understanding',• instruct·. 
Connolly (].T.S. xxxvii (1936), p. II) cites five occurrences of the verb in 
Hippolytus. For the pass. as here, cf. in Dan. iii, 2 : o, µ.a1<a.p10, 1rpo,f,fira• v1ro 
-roii a.ywv =•11µ.a-ros a.« avvo-,toµ.oo,. In view of the fairly common use of the 
word to denote • instruction ' by the Spirit or the Lord, it is better to render the 
present passage 'apostles are given understanding'. If so, the thought would 
seem to be that the apostles have special divine enlightenment. Hence their 
tradition mnst be • guarded ' (xi, 6). Otto, however, points to the secondary 
sense of avvo-os 'intelligible·, and renders here • are understood • (intelliguntur). 
Radford prefers ' are interpreted • (i.e. the writings of the apostles are read and 
explained), and points to Justin's reference to the reading of the "memoirs of the 
apostles " at the Sunday Eucharist. 

,,al .,.,; ... 1rpo•px•-ra,. This phrase may denote the time of the year when 
the passage was written, i.e. shortly before the Passover. 

1<aipoL So Sylburg for the MS. rdg. "TJpoL Otto accepts "TJpol (' wax candles' 
used by Christians at night to avoid persecution) ; Sylburg thinks that the refer­
ence is to the feasts at the three seasons (cf. Exod. xxxiv, 23, 24; Deut. xvi, 16). 
Funk (i. 413) thinks that the ,,a,pol denote the seasons of the Christian year. 
Maran suggests xopo,. So Hefele. Other conjectures are 1r7Jpol (Lachmano), 
,,>.ijpo, (Bunsen). See Otto's note. 

µ,£'TO. Kooµ.ov apµ.o,ov,-ai. So Otto, Funk, Lake, Lightfoot (the last-named 
reads the [1rav,-a] µ.era 1<oaµ.ov apµ.o{<-rai of Bunsen's suggestion (1854)). The 
MS. has µ.era 1<oaµ.ov apµ.ot,.,.a,. On the spelling apµ.otw see p. 1 I. 

Kai S.Sa.oKwv ... &.µ.~v. On this passage see Connolly (].T.S. xxxvii (1936), 
p. rn), who shows its close kinship, especially in the form of the doxology, with 
Hippolytean passages. -

Sofa. Cf. ix, 6. The word here connotes • visible splendour', 'radiance', 
a non-classical use which came in with the LXX as the translation of "Ti:::1;,· Cf. 

Exod. xxiv, 16; Acts xxii, II al. See Kennedy, Sources, p. 97 : G. Milligan, 
Thessalonians, p. 27. 



ADDITIONAL NOTES 

A. THE IMITATION OF GoD (x, 4-6) 

Abrahams, Studies in Pharisaism and the Gospels, Series II, 
pp. 138 ff., shows the dispersion of this religious ideal. In 
Diognetus it is the imitation of God especially in acts of 
beneficence that is in view. This aspect we may trace in: 

The Letter of Aristeas, where kingly duty is constantly based upon God's 
benign rule of men. ' As God does good to the whole world, so also wouldst 
thou, by imitating Him, be void of offence' (210). See also § § 190, 205, 281. 

Philo, de Judice 73 : 'men never act in a manner more resembling the gods 
than when they are bestowing benefits ; and what can be a greater good than for 
mortal men to imitate the everlasting God ? ' (Yonge's trans.). Cf. also de 
migr. Abrah. 131 : 'the end is, according to the most holy Moses, to follow 
God ' (<1rEu8a, 8«i)) ; de Humanitate 168 : 'to imitate God (µ,µEi.u8a, 8Eov) as 
far as possible '. 

Dio Chrysostom II, 26 : • a kindly disposition ... and above all, rejoicing 
in acts of beneficence, which is the nearest approach to the nature of the gods'. 

Ignatius, ad Trail. i : ' I received your godly benevolence ... and found 
you ... imitators of God' (µ,µ11-ras ov-ras 8Eoii). Cf. ad Eph. i, 1. 

Aristides, Apol. xiv: • and they (the Jews) imitate God by reason of the love 
which they have for man' (Syriac text). 

Clem. Alex., Paedag. III, 1, I : 'and knowing God he will be made like God, 
not by wearing gold or long robes, but by well-doing'. 

Longinus, De Sublimitate, i, 2 : ' for he answered well who, when asked in 
what qualities we resemble the gods, declared that we do so in benevolence and 
truth' (W. Rhys Roberts' trans.). 

We need not assume here direct borrowing by the author of 
ad Diognetum from Hellenistic-] ewish sources as such. It is 
clear that the idea had long and wide currency in popular religious 
thought.1 In view of the indebtedness of our Epistle to Pauline 
teaching the immediate source of the passage may be Eph. v, 1, 

where the ethical expression of beneficent acts is ' to walk in 
love'. Cf. also the teaching of Jesus (Matt. v, 44 f., 48; Lk. vi, 
36). In I Cor. xi, I ; I Thess. i, 6, we have the imitatio Christi, a 
natural extension to the Son of the character faith recognized 
in the Father. See further in Add. Note B. 

B. THE DEIFICATION OF MAN 

'But whosoever takes upon himself his neighbour's burden 
. supplying to those in want the things which he has received 

and holds from God becomes a god to those who receive them ' 
1 It was clearly reflected in Stoic teaching. Cf. Epictetus ii, 14, 13: "he, 

who would please and obey them (the gods), must try with all his power to be 
like them " in faithfulness, freedom, beneficence, and magnanimity ; Marc. 
Aurelius vii, 31 : "love the human race; follow God" (ciK0Aov811uov 0E<t>)-

143 
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(x, 6). The meaning is that in virtue of such godlike service he 
·becomes as a god to his beneficiaries, thus being truly an ' imitator 
of God '. The thought is akin to vii, 4 : • He sent him as God '. 
On " the variability and elasticity of the concept '0Eo<;' " see 
Harnack's valuable note (Hist. of Dogma I, u9 f., n. 1) : "the 
genius, the hero, the founder of a new school who promises to 
show the certain way to the vita beata, the emperor, the philosopher 
(numerous Stoic passages might be noted here), finally man, in 
so far as he is inhabited by vovs-------could all somehow be considered 
as Bwi, so elastic was the concept". See also A. D. Nock, Journal 
of Hellen. Studies xlviii (r928), 31, who thinks that the passage 
in Diognetus x, 6 is " important as showing how commonplace 
this mode of expression was at the end of the second century A.n.". 
See his note (51) for illustrative references ; also W. R. Inge, 
Christian Mysticism, Appendix C. 

Stephanus cites the Greek proverb av0pw7TO<; av0pclmov Saiµoviov. 
More apposite is a passage from the Acts of John, eh. 27 (ed. 
Lipsius and Bonnet, Acta Apost. Apoc. II, 166, 3-4) : "but if,· 
next to that God, it be right that the men who have benefited 
us should be called gods" (cited in the Greek original by Funk i, 
408 f.). Note also Clem. Alex., Paedag. III, i, 5: "the man 
with whom the Logos dwells . . . is made like to God . . . 
and that man becomes God, for God wishes it ".1 Hippolytus, 
too, has the idea of the deification of man. Note the following 
from the PMlosophumena (Legge's trans.) : 

x, 33 : • but if thou dost wish also to become a God, hearken to the Creator 
and "'ithsta.nd Him not now, so that being found faithful over a little, thou 
mayest be entrusted with much '. 

x, 34 : ' thou (wilt) have become God ... thou hast been made divine, since 
thou hast been begotten immortal '. 1 

x (end): 'having hearkened to whose august precepts, and having become 
a good imitator of the Good One, thou wilt be like unto and be honoured by Him. 
For God asks no alms, and has made thee God for His own glory'. 

Funk (i, 409) also quotes a saying from Gregory of Nazianzus, 
Orat. xiv, 26, 27, of the same tenor : 

' Be thou a god to him that is in misfortune, imitating the mercy of God ; 
for man has nothing which is so truly of the nature of God as the doing of good'. 

Geffcken (p. 26) names similar passages in Pliny, Nat. Hist. ii, 
7, r8: 

• For mortal to aid mortal ... this is god ... To enrol such men among 
the deities is the most ancient method of paying them gratitude for their bene­
factions ' (H. Rackham's trans. of ii, 5, 18 f. in the Loeb ed.). 

1 See G. W. Butterworth, "The Deification of Man in Clement of Alexandria" 
(].T.S. xvii (1916), 157 ff.). Also op. cil. 257 ff. (by C. Lattey). 

2 Harnack (Hist. of Dogma III, 164, n. 2) shows that the notion of man's 
deification, as understood by the Greek Church, consisted mainly in imperish­
ableness. 
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Seneca, De Benef. VII, xxxi, 2 f. : 
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' Do as the gods, those glorious authors of all things do ; they begin to give 
benefits to him who knows them not', etc. (J. W. Basore's trans.). 

The author of our Epistle is evidently familiar with this 
current idea 1 that man may share in the divine nature and stand 
in the role of God to men. 2 But he has shaped it in the light of 
Johannine teaching that love and well-doing are integral to faith. 
Cf. John xiii, 34 ; 1 John iii, 16 f. ; iv, 21. Note in the two former 
passages the association of beneficence with the 'imitation ' of 
Christ. 

c. THE SONSHIP OF THE LOGOS 

The Appendix (xi, 4-5) has the noteworthy statement : ' This 
is He (the Word) who was from the beginning, who appeared as 
new and was proved to be old ... He who is the eternal one, 
who to-day was accounted a Son (o CTTJJJ,Epov v[o, Aoyia0cl,).' 
May we trace here the idea of a progressive development from the 
status of >.oyo, to that of v[6, or 7Ta°L, ? R. H. Connolly a finds 
here one among many evidences that Diognetus xi-xii came from 
the hand of Hippolytus, who in one passage (eh. 15, given below) 
plainly asserts and in several others implies that the pre-incarnate 
Logos was not yet ' perfect Son of God '. He cites the following 
excerpts 4 from the Contra Noetum, which we here reproduce in 
S.D.F. Salmond's trans. (Ante-Nicene Christian Library, vol. IX) : 
Ch. 4: 'Yet there is the flesh which was presented by the Father's Word as an 

offering-the flesh that came by the Spirit and the Virgin, (and was) demon­
strated to be the perfect Son of God•.• 

Ch. II: 'And the Father is the All, from whom cometh this Power, the \Vord. 
And this is the mind (or reason) which came forth into the world, and was 
manifested as the Son of God '. • 

1 For its prominence in Orphic religion see J. E. Harrison, Prolegomena to the 
Study of Greek Religion (3rd ed.), pp. 476 f., 662 (9•os- Jylvov Jf a.v9pcf:mou). The 
theory of Euhemerus (c. 316 B.c.) bore on the question of the deification of 
Hellenistic kings by showing that even the older gods of Greece had been really 
no more than deified men. 

2 There are hints that even in the strict Jewish monotheism of the Old Testa­
ment the term 'god' was not rigidly exclusive. John x, 34 ff. (citing Ps. 
lxxxii, 6) implies an elastic use of the term ' god ' to include men who were com­
missioned by God as His representatives. Many scholars think that the ' gods ' 
addressed in that Psalm (cf. also Ps. !viii, 1 R.V.m.) are not heathen deities or 
angelic powers, but the rulers and judges of the time, who are given this title of 
honour as God's vicegerents on earth. Just. Mart., Dial. 124, in his inter­
pretation of Ps. lxxxii thinks that it proves " that all men are deemed worthy of 
becoming gods, and of having power to become sons of the Highest ". 

• ].T.S. xxxvii (1936), 2 ff.; xxxix (1938), 357 f. 
'See also The so-called Egyptian Church Order (Te:rts and Studies, viii (19r6), 

pp. 164-5). 
5 .,D,nos- vlos- lhoii O.'lro6.6nyµhos-. 6 J6.tKVU'TO 1ra,s- 9wii. 

IO 
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Ch. 15 : ' For neither was the \Vord, prior to incatnation and when by Himself, 
yet perfect Son, although He was perfect Word, only-begotten. Nor could 
the flesh subsist by itself apart from the Word, because it has its subsistence 
("T~v avo-rao-.v) in the Word. Thus, then, one perfect Son of God was 
manifested '. 1 

Ch. 17: 'In the same manner also did He come and manifest Himself,• being 
by the Virgin and the Holy Spirit made a new man '. 

As a further illustration of the idea Connolly cites Hippolytus, 
de Antichristo 3, where Hippolytus asks his addressee (Theophilus) 
to pray "that the things which the Word of God revealed in olden 
time to the blessed prophets, (the Word) who was again the Child 
of God, 3 being of old the Word, but now also manifested 4 in the 
world for our sakes as man, these he may make clear to thee 
through us ''. 

The notion that the Word' was shown' 6 in the Incarnation to 
be the perfect Son is thus expressly stated in Hippolytus. As 
Dorner 6 says of the Logos in the teaching of Hippolytus, "His 
Sonship, therefore, was a growing one, and first attained com­
pletion at the Incarnation ". Diognetus xi, 4-5 is briefer and 
less explicit than the passages cited above. If, however, on 
other grounds we accept the strong case for the Hippolytean 
authorship of xi-xii, then probably xi, 4-5 • adumbrates the 
notion which appears in a developed form in Hippolytus's other 
writings. 

D. GUARDED TRADITION 

The writer of the appended chapters makes the interesting 
statement : CL1TOO""TOAWV 1Tapa.ooaL~ ef,v>.a.aa€TaL (xi, 6). The as­
sociation of apostolic tradition with the fear of the law, the grace 
of the prophets, and the faith of the gospels is significant. Among 
the Jews tradition was of major importance. Paul rated highly 
among his credentials 'in time past' his zeal for 'the traditions 
of my fathers ' (Gal. i, 14). The orally-transmitted traditions 
were strictly observed by the Pharisees, and were the chief means 
of preserving the teaching of the great rabbis (Mark vii, 3 f. 
= Matt. xv, 2 f.). Josephus 7 speaks of Ta f.K 1TapaOOUfW~ TWV 
1Ta·dpwv in contradistinction to voµ,,µ,a Ta yEypaµ,µ,&a (in the laws 
of Moses). There are indications that 'guarded tradition' 
played an important part in early Christian history. The need 
of garnering information about Jesus would be felt by Christians 

1 fr~ viOs -rlAEWS' BEoV EtJ,avEpW871. 
3 viiv a V'TOS' ,rCLNv O -roV 8EoV 7Tais. 
L </>av£p6w, 8£lKvvµ,,, &.1ro8tlKvvµ,, 

Diognetus xi, 2-4). 
' Person of Christ I, ii, 89. 

2 Etf,avlpwatv EavrOv. 
• 4,avEpw8Els. 

(in the Hippolytean passages), 4,alvw (in 

1 Antiq. xiii, 297. 
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at a fairly early stage and would be intensified as the hope of 
a speedy Parousia began to fade. Some authoritative summary 
of Christian truth would be necessary for the instruction of con­
verts and the equipment of missionaries, the more so since the 
earliest Christians had no New Testament in their possession or 
even within their purview. The following Pauline passages are 
significant : 
2 Thess. ii, 15 : " Stand fast, and hold the traditions (-ras ,rapa8o,ms) which 

ye were taught, 'whether by word, or by epistle of ours ". 
2 Thess. iii, 6 : " That ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh 

disorderly, and not after the tradition (-r~v ,rapa.800,v) which they 1 received 
of us". 

I Cor. xi, 2 : "Hold fast the traditions {-ras ,rapa8oaE,s), even as I delivered 
(,rape8wKa) them to you ". 

Two points of interest emerge here. (a) ' Paradosis 'apparently 
included both doctrinal instruction and ethical guidance (d. 1 

Thess. iv, 1 ; Phil. iv, 9), the latter perhaps in the form of rules 
for Christian living. 2 (b) The written word begins to be con­
joined with oral tradition as authoritative for faith. Paul in 
2 Thess. ii, 15 (cited above) aligns the traditions he had either 
originated or transmitted to his converts 'by word' and "vhat he 
had since written 'by epistle '. 3 In 1 Cor. xi, 2 the tradition is 
that which Paul has himself received (7rapa>iaµ,f3a.vw) either from 
(a.TT6) the Lord (1 Cor. xi, 23. Cf. vii, ro) or from those who have 
been 'in Christ' before him (1 Cor. xv, 3), and has delivered 
(TTapaolowµ,i. Cf. Luke i, 2) to others. 4 We may confidently 
posit an amount of more or less fixed Christian tradition, oral and 
written. Cf. Paul's -rvTTov oioaxijs- (Rom. vi, 17). It is generally 
agreed that 1 Cor. xi, 23 f. ; xv, 3 f. show actual examples of such 
TTapa.ooais. Hence more generally 2 Tim. i, 13 f. bids the reader 
"hold the pattern of sound words which thou hast heard from 
me ... that good thing which was committed unto thee guard" 
(-r~v KaA~v TTapa0~K1JY cpv>iatov).5 Cf. l Tim. vi, 20. So also the 

1 Or •ye• (v.l.). 
2 In the Thessalonian passages above directions for Christian conduct seem to 

be in view, and there the nuance of the term ,rapa.800,s is rather 'rule ' or ' in­
struction • than • tradition •. 

3 Moffatt, The Thrill of Tradition, p. 176, n. 1, shows that it is the oral as­
sociations of .,,.apa.800,s, 11'apa8,8wµ,, that predominated in primitive Christian 
usage, and cites the present passage (Diognetus xi, 6). 

'Dibelius, From Tradition to Gospel (E.T.), p. 21, shows that these two cor­
relative terms are technical, having their equivalents in Jewish usage, both 
Palestinian and Hellenistic. 

• The metaphor in the term .,,.apali~KT/ reflects the custom of depositing valu­
ables for safe custody. The apostles have been entrusted by God with precious 
•securities', namely, the truth of the Gospel tradition. Diognetus vii, I L 
insists that the Gospel is God's trust to men, which they must carefully guard 
(,f,v>.&.aanv). 



THE EPISTLE TO DIOGNETUS 

,Hiter of Jude 3 exhorts " to contend earnestly for the faith which 
was once for all delivered to the saints " (rfi a.1rat 1rapa800dCT'f/ 
roi, ciy{oi, 1rt<YTH). See 2 Peter ii, 21, and similarly 2 Tim. ii, 2. 

See Mayor, Commentary on Jude, pp. 23, 61 ff., and art. ' Tradition ', 
by L. Prestige in Theology xiii (1926), 8 ff. 

The apologists frequently appeal to the authority of tradition 
as interpretative of Scripture. So Just. Mart., Apol. i, IO: "We 
have received by tradition (1rapnA17c/,aµ,€V) that God does not need", 
etc. . . . " and we have been taught (8E8i8cfyµ,E0a) ... and so 
we have received " (7rapnA17c/,aµ,Ev). Still earlier l Clem. vii, 2 

exhorts the readers to come £Tr1. rov EVKAEij Ka1. aEµ,vov rijs- 7rapa8oaEw, 
~µ,wv Kav6va, 1 whilst Polycarp, ad Phil. vii, 2 urges a return " to 
the word which was delivered to us in the beginning" (J7r1. rov 
J[ a.pxry, ~µ,Zv Trapa8o0&ra Aoyov). The Didache iv, 13 has the 
more general injunction : ef,vAcf{ns- Se & TrapJ>..afJE,. At a later 
time Clement of Alexandria 2 pays his grateful tribute to tradition, 
which he further insists is a unity. 3 

E. DroGNETUS AND THE APOLOGY OF QUADRATUS 

Dorn P. Andriessen 4 has recently revived and elaborated an 
interesting theory. His view is that the Epistle to Diognetus 
is to be identified with the Apology of Quadratus, which was 
formerly presumed to be lost apart from a fragment preserved 
in Eusebius, H.E. iv, 3. This Apology was presented to the 
Emperor Hadrian at the beginning- of the second century A.D., 

Diognetus, the addressee, being no other than the Emperor 
himself. H. Kihn 5 had examined Dorner's suggestion that 

1 The language here may be metaphorical, the 'rule ' being the measure of 
the leap or race, and the 'tradition 'referring to the example set by the Neronian 
martyrs. 

2 " Preserving the true tradition of the blessed teaching derived directly from 
the holy apostles Peter and James, John and Paul, the son receiving it from the 
father (though few sons were like their fathers). they [the missioners] came by 
God's favour to us as well, in order to deposit these ancestral, apostolic seeds. 
·well do I know that they will rejoice. For, in my opinion, a soul desirous of 
preserving the blessed tradition unbroken may be described as follows : 'in a 
man who loves wisdom his father takes delight'" (Str,;,m. i, I, II f., quoted by 
Moffatt, op. cit. 77). 

3 µ.La yCJ,p [~] 7rQ.vrwv y£yovE TWv c:i.1ToOT6Awv WuTTEP 8,8aaKaAlaJ oUTws Bi Kai 
[~] 1rrt.pa.ooa,s (Strom. vii, 17, 108). Cf. Plato, Legg. 803: li,oaaKa>.la Kat 1rapa.lioa,s. 

where the terms denote oral teaching and exposition. 
• " L'apologie de Quadratus conservee sous le titre d'Epitre a Diognete " 

(in Recherches de Theologie ancienne et medievale xiii (1946), pp. 5-39, 125-49, 
237-60). Andriessen summarizes this series of articles in "The authorship 
of the Epistula ad Diognetum " (in Vigiliae Christianae i, no. 2 (April 1947), 
pp. 129 f.). See also his final article (in Recherches xiv (1947). 121-56.) 

" Der Ursprung (1882). 
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Quadratus was the author of Diognetus, but had rejected it in 
favour of his own view that Aristides was the author of the 
Epistle, though Kihn had hazarded the notion (p. 97) that the 
fragment of the Apology of Quadratus might have occupied one 
of the lacunae in Diognetus, especially vii, 6-7. Andriessen 
revives this abandoned supposition. He argues (r) that the 
missing portion (D. vii, 6-7) contained references to the miracles 
wrought by Christ (an inference drawn from a careful examination 
of the sections following and preceding the lacuna), and (z) that 
the Quadratus fragment agrees in point of view, contents, and 
style with the presumed theme of D. vii, 6-7. 

In support of (r) Andriessen makes the following points : 

(a) The assumption that earlier apologists, apart from Justin, 
are relatively silent about the life, miracles, passion, and resur­
rection of Christ calls for qualification. Andriessen thinks that 
the early apologetic writings included at least a short conspectus 
of the chief facts of the life of Christ and cites Aristides and 
Quadratus in proof. The former touched briefly on the main 
evangelical facts, the latter on the miracles. Diognetus, he holds, 
is to be classed in temper and outlook with the early apologies. 
It would therefore be strange if the Epistle contained no reference 
to the miracles and the historical events of the Christian tradition. 

(b) The term TTapova[a (D. vii, 6-9) is significant in this regard. 
Its two occurrences in this context carry a different reference : 
vii, 6 = the second corning; vii, 9 = the first corning. Andriessen 
therefore interprets the passage to mean that the fidelity of 
Christians and their m_unerical increase under persecution are for 
the author of Diognetus signs that Christ has already come, and 
he suggests that other evidences of Christ's first advent originally 
stood in the lacuna (vii, 6-7). Similarly, Just. Mart., Dial. rzr, 
no, Apol. i, 39, and Irenaeus, Adv. Haer. iv, 34, 3; iv, 33, 9 
consider the constancy and growth of Christians under trial as 
proofs of the first corning of Christ. 

(c) The staunchness and increase of Christians (D. vii, 7-8) 
are moral rnirac'.es, attesting indeed Christ's presence and aid, 
but inferior, as a foundation for faith, to physical miracles. 
What was needed was some account of actual works wrought by 
Christ as direct testimony to his corning. This is given in Justin 
and Irenaeus, both of whom refer to the miracles of Christ as 
direct evidence of his first corning. The presumption is that a 
similar section dealing with the miracles originally stood in the 
lacuna (D. vii, 6-7), and Andriessen points to the triumphant 
tone of vii, 9 in confirmation. 
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" il est des lors indubitable que dans la partie qui manque 
il etait question de quelques miracles au mains, operes 
par le Seigneur, qui devaient prouver a Diognete que le 
Christ n'etait pas un homme ordinaire, mais le vrai Fils 
de Dieu venu parmi Jes hommes" (p. II). 

(d) Andriessen infers from D. vii, r-5 the character of the 
miracles set forth in the lacuna (6-7). They are deeds which 
exhibit the gentleness and beneficence of Christ (cf. viii, II 
µfl·aaxEiv rwv EvEpyEaiwv and ix, 5). He points out that Christ 
himself names such miracles as proofs of his coming (Matt. xi, 4 ff.). 

(e) The lacuna must have comprised some complete phrases 
and probably was of a fairly considerable size. It is suggested 
that the two lacunae (vii, 6-7 ; x, 8) consisted originally of four 
pages, two for each gap. 

In relation to (2) the fragment of the Apology, Andriessen 
argues: 

(a) that the content harmonizes with what he supposes was 
the subject-matter of the hiatus in D. vii, 6-7, and that his 
hypothesis clarifies several phrases in tM Epistle (vii, 9 ; viii, 
4, II ; ix, 6). The term awr,jp (ix, 6) gains special point in 
that Christ heals men from disease. His saviourhood is linked 
v.ith his miracles of healing. Cf. Irenaeus, Demon,st. 53, Just. 
Mart., Apol. ii, 5. 

(b) that a close examination of the language and style shows 
that the Apology "possede toutes les caracteristiques de Dg." 
(p. 39). 

The general conclusion is that all the· data concerning the 
person and work of Quadratus favour strongly the identification 
of his Apology with Diognetus. This view is also acceptable on 
more general grounds: both documents are apostolic in teaching 
and temper ; both show an admirable style in imitation of the 
best pagan authors, but are marked by an absence of citations 
from such writers. 

Andriessen then proceeds to discuss the identity of Quadratus 
and of Diognetus, the inquirer. After assembling the relevant 
passages in Eusebius and other sources, he concludes that Quad­
ratus, at the time when he presented his Apology to Hadrian, 
was Bishop of Athens. 1 Diognetus he identifies with the 
Emperor Hadrian (p. 242). Some passages in the Epistle point, 
he holds, to this conclusion : 

1 So also Jerome, de vfris illustribus, 19. Note the phrase 'discipulus 
apostolorum' (cf. D. xi, 1). 
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The name Diognetus was an honorific title given to princes, 
and was fittingly applied to Hadrian by the Apologist and by 
Marcus Aurelius. 

Pride in the mutilation of the flesh (iv, 4) is given point by the 
fact that Hadrian had published a decree forbidding circumcision. 

Emphasis on obedience to the laws (v, rn. Cf. avoµ,os, 
a.voµ,la ix, 2, 4, 5) would appeal to Hadrian with whom honour 
shown to the laws was of the first importance. 

The improvement of the soul through asceticism (vi, 9) may 
reflect Hadrian's Spartan self-discipline. 

Fidelity to an appointed -r6.tis (vi, rn) was entirely appro­
priate to Hadrian's firm military discipline. 

The inquisitiveness of Hadrian (' curiositatum omnium ex­
plorator ', Tertullian, A pol. v, 7) is a further link in the proof of 
identity (pp. 244 ff.). Andriessen sees in the Epistle many 
allusions to the fact that Hadrian had been initiated into the 
Eleusinian mysteries, and remarks on Diognetus's 'curiosity' 
(see i ad init. ; iii, I ; iv, 6 ; v, 3). 

, , • ~ • ' • ' ( .. 6) Th KaL ns av-rov TTJV TTapovaiav V7T0UTTJU€TaL ; vu, . e 
emphatic position of av-rov (contrast vii, 9) is, Andriessen thinks 
(p. 244),. deliberate. It is intended to make a pointed contrast 
with the TTapovala of Hadrian. 

Other significant passages are ii, I ; vii ; x, 4-6. 
Andriessen concludes that in the light of his theory chapters 

xi-xii of Diognetus, which frequently reflect the Eleusinian 
mysteries, form an authentic part of the Epistle, i.e. the Apology 
of Quadratus. 

The care and thoroughness with which Andriessen propounds 
his view calls for a more detailed examination than can here be 
given. Some queries, however, may be raised. Whilst it is 
agreed that D. vii, 6-7 shows a break in sense and sequence as 
well as in text, it is speculative to assume a lengthy lacuna such 
as Andriessen's theory seems to posit. The interpretation of 
D. vii, 6-7 seems to hinge on the meaning of TTapovala in verse 9. 
Andriessen takes it to denote the first 'coming' of Christ. We 
have seen reason to prefer the meaning ' (God's) presence '. 
See note ad loc. The meaning thus gained seems more natural : 
the firmness of Christians and their numerical growth under 
trial are due not to any agency of man but to the power (8uvaµ,is) 
and presence (TTapovala) of God. Moreover, it is surely strain­
ing language to find in the emphatic position of av-rov (vii, ·6) 1 

1 It is doubtful whether the position of the pronoun lends emphasis. Cf. 
Matt. ii, 2; John ii, 23 (can we differentiate between the force of the first mhoii 
and that of the second ?). Cf. D. ii, I (aov), vi, 4 (mhwv), x, 4 (aVToii), all 
apparently uncmphatic. 
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a pointed contrast between the TTapovala of Christ and the 
7Tapovala of Hadrian. Again, would the actual miracles of 
Christ prove a more powerful aid to faith than the fidelity and 
increase of Christians under persecution ? Andriessen argues 
that in the missing section (vii, 6-7) there must have been a 
reference to Christ and some of his works and points to the sig­
nificance of the words a.pv~awvrai Tov Kt>ptov (vii, 7). But if 
such reference is to be presumed, why only here ? The author 
is throughout consistently silent about the earthly life of Christ. 
Andriessen suggests that the term aw~p (ix, 6) is linked with the 
healing miracles of Christ, as in Quadratus, Justin, and Irenaeus. 
In point of fact in ix, 6 the term stands in a context which suggests 
not Christ's healing works but his power to 'save' men impotent 
in sin. The comparison of the Epistle with the fragment of 
Quadratus suffers from the brevity of the latter. It would seem 
precarious to deduce so much from so slender an excerpt as 
Eusebius gives. Nor is it at all certain on chronological grounds 
that Quadratus, ' the disciple of the apostles ' and the author of 
the Apology, is the same person as the Bishop of Athens. Finally, 
some points which Andriessen finds in favour of the identification 
of Diognetus with Hadrian seem forced, for example,. the re­
flection in the Epistle of the supposed • curiosity ' and austerity 
of the Emperor. 
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55 
129 

Romans 
iii, 25 f. 
vi, 17 . 
vii, 10 

xi, 28 . 
xii, 13 ff. 

93 
131 

13 

1 Corinthians 
ii, 9 

27 
109 
56 

141 
1 37 
1 45 
55 

iv, 2 

iv, 12 

viii, I 

viii, 4 . 
ix, IO . 

ix, 17 . 
x, 19-20 
x, 32 
xi, 2 

xiv, II 

II8 2 Corinthians 
125 vi, 9 f. 

xi, 2 f. 

122 Galatians 
. 54 f. i, 12 

94 iv, 10 • 

153 

PAGE 

23, 40 
147 
141 

55, 105 
14 

Ephesians 
i, 15 
ii, 19 
iv, 22-24 
iv, 30 
V, I 

vi, 9 

127 Philippians 
137 iii, 20 • 

55, II2 
53, 56, 65 I Thessalonians 

33 i, 4 
141 

55 2 Thessalonians 
33 ii, 15 
95 iii, 6 

1 47 
14° I Timothy 

i, 9 

55, I 12 
142 

107, 109 
105 

ii, 4 
iii, 16 . 
iv, 4 

2 Timothy 
i, 13 f.. 
iii, 13 

126 

131 

53, 122 

PAGE 

128 
110 

54, 96 
50 

143 
56, 134 

55, III 

105 

147 
147 

l l l 

130 
56, 1 37 

104 
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PAGE PA.GK PAGE 

Titus I Peter I John 
ii, 14 

Hebrews 
xiii, 2-4 

129 ii, 9 f. . 
iii, 18 . 

95 
56 

i1 I 

i, 8 
ii, 14 
iv, 19 

56 
II8 
II8 

24, 56, 58 

Jude III 2 Peter 
ii, 1-3 
ii, 9 
i.i, 18 

14 3 

James 
v, 6 37 

135 
135 Revelation 

ix, 20 . 

(c) APOCRYPHA AND PSEUDEPIGRAPHA 

2 Esd,-as 
vi, 55 f. 

PAGE 

132 

The Wisdom of Solomon 
iii, 2 54, 135 
vii, 18 106 
xiii, II 13, 98 
xiv, I-II 33 

Ecdesiasticus 
xv, 14 (Heb.) 29 
xxi, II 29 

Enoch 
xcix, 7 

PAGE 

33 

Testaments of the XII 
Patriarchs : 

Test. jud. 
xxii, 2 123 

Test. Naph. 
ii, 2 133 
iii, 3 31 

Jubilees 

Letter of Aristeas 
I 

81 
135 
1 47 
168 
1 75 
210 
2II 
227 
254 
322 

2 Maccabees 
iv, 21 . 128 xv, 26 f. 105 Sibylline Oracles 

iii, 15 . xii, 44 

4 Maccabees 
xvii, 14 

123 

95 
Psalms of Solomon 

xiv, 2-3 139 

viii, 391 

(d) GREEK AND LATIN LITERATURE 

PAGE P.AGE 

A cta Ioannis 2 7 144 Aristides: 

Aelian: 
De Natura Animalium 

iii, 24 100 

Apologia 
xiii 
xiv . 

59, 60 
35, 143 

xv 40, 41, 107 
xv-xvii (Syr.) 5 

Athanasius : 
De I ncarnatione 

xix, 3 
XXV, 5 

Athenagoras : 

33 

PAGE 

92 
105 

31, 99 
128 
36 

109 
143 
102 
103 
125 

8, 92 

124 
100 

PAGE 

Va,-ia Hislof'ia 
iii, 9 xvi (Syr.) 41, 94 De Resurrectione 19 . 39 

A nthologia G,-aeca 
ix, 22, 4 

Aristides: 
Apologia 

i (Syr.) 
11 

iii 

110 

125 
95, 96 
34, 98 

xvii (Syr.) 59 

Aristotle: 
Rhetorica iii, 6, 7 

Arnobius: 
A dversus Gentes 

ii, 69 
ii, 75 

15 

94 
23, 95 

Supplicatio 
7 
9 
10 

27 

Barnabae epistula 
ix, 4 
X 

xvi, 7ff. 

34, 135 
20, 96 

Il9 
II8 
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PA.Oil PAGE 

Cicero : Cornutus : 
De Natura Deorum De Natura Deorum 

ii, 56 133 vi 118 
Somnium Scipionis 

3 II 5 f. Cyprian : 
Ad Donatum 1 

I Clement 
95 

• 148 Didache 
58 

PAGE 

Hermas, Shepherd of : 
Similitudines 

ix, I, I 50 
ix, 12, 2 125 
ix, 12, 5-8 25 
ix, 22, 2 102 
ix, 23, 4 129 
ix, 28, I 140 vii, 2 

xiii, I . 

xix, 3 . 
xxvi, 1 

xxix, I 

xxxiii, 4 
!iv, 4 . 

125, 127 
119 
105 

53 

viii, I f. 
ix, 3 

104, I 16 
140 

Hermetica (ed. W. Scott) 

41 
I, p. 198, 19. 141 x, 5 

111 Dio Chrysostemus 

Clement of Alexandria : 
Paedagogus 

i, I, I 116 
i, 5, 20 97 
i, 5, 22 139 
iii, I, I 143 
iii, I, 5 144 
iii, 8, I 109 

Protrepticus (eh., page, 
and line in St!l.hlin) 
I, p. 10, 8 ff. 62, 96 
I, p. 10, 15 63 
II, p. 12, 18 f. 63 
II, p. 29, 13 63 
IV, p. 39, 19 ff. 63 
IV, p. 48, 3 f. 63, 99 
V, p. 50, 10 57 
IX, p. 62, II 63 
IX, p. 64, 19 57 
X, p. 68, 9 63 

Quis dives salvetur ? 
36 . 115 

Stromateis 
ii, 5, 20 106 
vi, 5, 41 36 
vi, 17, 153 35 
vii, 17, 108 148 

Clementine Homilies 
vii, 8 . 93 

Clementine Recognitions 
v, 15 . 99, 100 

Ps.-Clementine Epistles De 
Virginilale 

i, 12 

ii, 15 
57 

138 

ii, 26 . • 143 

Diodorus Siculus 
i, 37, 4 108 
iv, 44, I 94 
xiii, 73, 6 134 

Diogenes Laertius 
vii, 2 141 
vii, 48 106 

Dionysius Halicarnass-
ensis: 

Antiquilates (proem.) 92 
A ntiquilates iv, 19 . 106 

Epictetus: 
Dissertationes 

i, 3, 3 132 

i, 14, 7 119 
ii, 8, II 46 
ii, 14, 13 143 
iii, 24, 64. 129 

Eusebius: 
Historia Ecclesiastica 

ii, 25 . II6 
iv, 3 17, 148 
iv, 15 135 
iv, 26 92 
v, 10 66 

Demons/ratio Evangelica 
I, vi, 62-(;i3 . 94 

Gregory N azianzus : 
Orationes 

xiv, 26, 27 1 44 

I, p. 390, 12. . 131 

Herodotus 
i, 122 . 

Hippolytus : 
De A ntichristo 

2 

3 
In Danielem 

iii, 2 

iii, 9 
Contra N oetum 

4 
II 

15 
17 

Philosophumena 
X, 33 

96 
146 

142 
126 

145 
145 
146 
146 

144 
X, 34 141, 144 

Ignatius: 
Ephesians xvi 
Philadelphians ii 
Romans (heading) 
Smyrneans iii 
Trallians 

X 

lrenaeus: 
Adversus Haereses 

iii, II, 8 
iii, 22, 4 
iv, 33, II 

iv, 59 
V, I, I 

Flavius Josephus: 

124 
124 
134 
94 

143 
105 

IIJ 
141 f. 

126 
121 
121 

A ntiquitates J udaicae 
i, 8 92 
iii, 237 • 104 
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PAGE 

FlaYius Josephus : 
Antiquitates Judaicae 

viii, 297 114 
X, 25 10] 
xiii, 297 146 
xiv, 264 105 
xv, 69 93 
XX, 183 II7 

Bel/llm Jlldaicum 
vii, 346 rr8 

Contra A pionem 
i, I . 2, 29 

PA.Git 

Justin Martyr: 
Dialogus cum Tryphone 

IIO • II7, 135 
117. 130 
119 94 
124 

137 

Ps.-Justin: 

1 45 
37 

Cohortatio ad Gentiles 
viii . • II7 

i, 73 fi., 227 fi. 
i, 183 fi. 

2 Lactantius : 
2 Divinae Institutiones 

ii, I 93 v:i, 23 • II l 

ii, 43 2 

ii, 168 134 Longinus : 

Justin Martyr : 
Apologia 

i, 2 . II2 
i, 3 . ro8 
i, 5 39, II2 
i, 6 51 
i, 9 33, 62 
~ 10.28, 103,132,148 
i, 14 . 5, 41, 108 
i, 20 34 
i, 29 41, 110 

62 

De Sublimitate 
i, 2 . 

Lucian: 
Alexander 4 . 
De morte Peregrini 

13 
Hermotimus 22-24. 

Marcus Aurelius 
i, 6 
ii, 3 
xi, 3 

124 

94 
108 

93 
109 

94 
i, 30 
i, 31 
i. 36 
i, 37 
i, 39 

IIJ Martyrium Polycarpi 
125 
37 

149 
i, 45 II5 
i, 46 6r 
i, 63 37, II9 
i, 66 . 138 
ii, l 39 
ii, 2 108, III 

ii, 4 132 
ii, 5 . 120 
ii, 7 . 132 
ii, ro 61, II7 
ii, 13 34, 61 
ii, 15 34 

Dialogus cum Tryphone 
4 28 
8 34 
16 37 
22 36 
35 97 
100 

xi, 2 

xiii, I 

xiv, I 

Maximus Tyrius 
15, 5 . 

Melito: 

136 
II] 

126 

. II5 

Homily on the Passion 
16 67 
68-71 67 
75 67 
87 67 

Menander: 
Eaµla 4 . 

Minucius Felix : 
Octavius 

ix, 2 

xii . 
xxvii, 3 

93 

94 
II5 

32 

PAGE 

Origen: 

Contra Celsum 
ii, 31 19 
iv, 2 19 
iv, 7 95 
iv, 14 19 
iv, 24 28 
vi, 78 23, 95 
vii, 9, IO 126 
viii, 35 22 
viii, 60 22 
viii, 70 II5 

Petri Praedicatio (apud 
Clem. Alex., Strom. vi) 

36, 58 f. 

Philo J udaeus : 
de Cherubim 127 . 120 
de confusione linguarum 

77 f. 109 
de humanitate 

168. 143 
de judice 

73 1 43 
de migratione A brahami 

6 27 
9 . II6 
131 • 143 

de mutatione nominum 
15 10 

de opificio mundi 
69 . 133 

de sacerdotibus 
81 27, 120 

de sacrificantibus 
. 315 . • 124 

de sacrificiis A belis et 
Caini 
II7 . . 103 

de vita contemplativa 
6 105 

Legum allegoriae 
iii, 96 27 

quod deterius potiori 
insidiari soleat 
10 JO, 106 

quod Deus sit immuta­
bilis 

57 102, 120 
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Plato: 
Cratylus 

394B 
Gorgias 

514E 
515C 

Phaedo 
62B 
82E 

Phaedrus 
2570 

Protagoras 
328C 

Respublica 
592B 

Symposium 
196C 
202E 

Timaeus 
44B 

Ps.-Plato: 
Axiochus 

p. 365E 

PAGE 

95 
129 

II5, II7 

Plutarch: 
Moralia 

823B 
830E 
1008A 

Nicias 
2 

II5 Polybius 
ii, 17, 6 

104 ii, 26, 2 

IOI 

III 

136 
22 

115 

II4 

iii, 19, 7 
XX, 9, II 

Polycarp: 
Philippians 

vii. 2 

xi, 2 

Seneca: 
de Beneficiis 

vii, 31, 2 f. 

PAGE 

108 
98 

II8 

124 
96 

II4 
140 

PAGE 
Tertullian: 

adversus Judaeos 
5 

A pologeticus 
I 

32 
I I I, I 12 

rr5 
39 
41 
42 

30, III, II5 

47 
50 

de carne Christi 
17 

Theophilus : 
ad A utolycum 

i, 3 
i, II 
ii, I 
ii, IO 

ii, 15 
ii, 18 
iii, ri 

III 

108, I I0 

34 
II7 

n8, 125 
II7 

92 
51, 118 

51 
125 f. 

138 

Pliny (major) : 
Historia Naturalis 

ii, 7, 18 

Epistulae 
xii, 2 

Tacitus: 

47 Thucydides 
iii, 64 138 

138 
122 

122 
Pliny (minor) : 

Epistulae 
x. 96 

Plutarch: 

114 

de Defectu Oraculorum 
13 22 

29 I 14 

PAGlt 

B.G.U. 
}igyptische Urkunden 

aus den koniglichen 
Museen zu Berlin : 
Griechische Urkunden 
i-viii (1895-1933) 
I0II, ii, 15 123 
1209, 16 121 

P. Magd. 
Papyrus de M agdola 

Annales 
xv, 44 

Tatian: 
Oratio ad Graecos 

19 

Tertullian : 
ad Scapulam 

5 

(e) PAPYRI 

30 

39 

II7 

vi, 87, 3 
vii, 25, 9 
vii, 70, 72 

Xenophon: 
Anabasis 

vii, 4, 9 
Hellenica 

iv, 5, 18 
Memorabilia 

i, 4, II 

129 

128 

I 32 f. 

(Cited by vol., no., and line) 

PAGE 

P. Magd. 
being Papyrus Grecs 
de Litle ii (1912) 
2 105 

P. Oxy. 
The Oxyrhynchus Papyri 

i-xviii (1898-1941) 
ii, 275, 42 ff. 129 
iv, 705, 59 95 
iv, 729, 22 139 

PAGE 

P. Oxy. 
The Oxyrhynchus Papyri 

iv, 744, 8 ff. 110 
vi. 925, 2 . 125 

vi, 930, 13 93 
vii, 1070, 18 97 
viii, I 153, 16 ro3 
ix, u87, 18 120 
ix, 1213, 4 II0 
xii, 1464, 5 I00 
xiii, 1600, 22 67 
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PA.GE 

P. Par. 
Paris Papyri, in Notices 

et Extraits xviii, pt. 
2 (1865). 
26 . 96 f. 

PA.Git 

P.S.I. 
Papfri Greci e Latini 

della Societli ltaliana 
i-viii (1912-27) 
ii, 120 , 121 

PAGE 

P. Tebt. 
The Tebtunis Papyri 

i-iv (1902-38) 
i, 6, 48 103 
ii, 278, JO III 
ii, 410, 4 f. 138 



2. GREEK WORDS AND FORMS 

( The chief words and forms annotated are given. The numbers refer 
to pages; an asterisk indicates a conjectural reading) 

ii-privative, 10, 13, 15 

ciya801roufw, 113 

aya1T'l1 (-aw), 22, 105 , u 1 f., 129 
aya1T')'TOS, 126, 127 

ayy£Aos, I 19 

ay£ ll17, 96 

ay,os, 9, 52, I 18 

ciyvoEw, I 12 

dBEµ,,a-ros, * 9, 104 

alWv,os, 135 
a>.a{ovda (-£voµai), 104, 105, 106 

a>.178£1a, u8 
aµ17v, 9 
av, c. aor. indic. (12), infin. (12), opt. 

(12, 66) 
ava,u811uia, 99 
ava'TEAAW, 139 

d.vEf,xvlacrros, 9, 130 
av8pw1ros, pleonastic, 121 

av-raAAay17, 9, 24, I 30 

civrl, 129 

af,omCl'ToS, 15, 124 

&.g,6w, 102, 128 

aopa-ros, 58, II4, II8 
a&py11-ros, 42, 125 

a1rayw, 128 

il7T'1'TTj (-aw), 96, 106 

0.1rtp1.vOTJ'TOS, 9, IO, I 18 
a1rollexoµa,, 95 

il1TOC1K£11a{oµat, 96 

ci.1roO"T€A..\w, 121 

a1roC1"ToAos, 136, 140 

apyupovs (-£os), 10, 100 

d.pKoVVTws, I I, 107 

apµo{w, I I 

O.pvloµ,ai, 122 

apxwv, II9 
aVTapK£1a, 4 7 
au-ros, repeated, II8 

aVToii, position of, 151 

aq,/Japc,{a, 10, II6 

a.q,paCl'TOS, 9, 126 

{3apf3apos, 109 

{3apos, 134 

/3£Anow, IO, u6 
{3,a{oµa,, 122 

{3los, 95 

{3>.auq,T}µ<w, I 12 

{3pwu,s, 104 

yaµEw, IIO 

yap (at end of sentence), 15, 101 

(-ra) y£ypaµµeva, 20, 58 
yevos, 29, 59, 94 

y£paipw, 103 

yvwpl{w, 124 

yvwu,s, 52 f. 
YOT/S, 124 

yuµvow, 140 

ll£iu,llaiµovia, 21, 35, 94 

IJ£C11TO'TTJS, 125 

ll11µ,oupy6s (-ia), II9, 125, 130 

/l,a, c. genit., 120, 137 

ll,a>.£K'To,, 108 

8,aµap-ravw, 102 

SLE1Tw, 119 

lllKatos (-ow), 24, 25, II2, 130 

8tKatOC1VVTJ, 25 

a,o, 12, 140 

8,olw11ats, I 19 

8,6 .... 15 

/l&yµa, 109 

ll&fa, 9, 142 

/lofa{w, I 12 

8vvaµ,s, 123, 140 

iyKa"TaCl'TT}pl{w, 9, II8 
(-ra.) .OvT}, 137 

£1- (augment), II 

£fllos, 97 

159 
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£l1<a,O'T"Tls, 9, ro, 106 

£lr<Os, 103 

£l,afJv, 133 
£ipwvtda, 104 

£ls TO, c. infi.n., 131 

£K, 128, 133 

£KK>.7Ja{a, 51, 138, 139 

£0:>.0)'1], IO, 105 

i>..fy)(w, 100, IOI 

"E>.>.TJvEs, 94 
£v,Sp0w, I I 8 
muyxa.vw, 139 
i1r,, c. dat., 121 

£1ri. 7(), c. infin., 134 
£1rlyvwcr,s, 132 

£1T1.-r£Alw, 103 

£T.'L7"1/0Wµ,a, 94 

£ppwao (-8£), 7 
(Ta) evayy,/).La, I 38 f. 
evoaiµ,ov.!w, 41 

ev>.oy.!w, II2 

EVpTJµ,a, II 7 
•xw, c. infin., 101 

8avµ,&.{w, 135 

8,!)w, (i8.!).w), II, 134 

(&) 8£os, 12, 21, 144, 145 

8£oa.!{3ELa (-.!w), 9, IO, 41, 49, 93, II4 

8pTJC7K£VCJJ, IO, 93 

i 0£, 12, 97 

iOLOS, 9, 107 

Lva, 12, 130 

Ka8al.pw, 96 

Ka8a.1r£p, 97 

Ka8apws, 140 

KaLVOS, 137 

Ka,pos,• 142 

Kai.'TOt., 12, 124 

Ka).V1TTCJJ, 9, l]O 

KaTa., cases with, 12, II4, 128 

Ka'TaS,a.£pE.w, • 106 

Ka-raSvvacrrEVw, 134 
KaTo;/,EVOOJJ,aL, 105 

KaT.!xw, 116 

Ka-ra,KEw, 108, I 16 

KTJPOS, 142 

Ko1.v6r, 106 

,col-r,,,,. I IO 

Ko>.d.Cw, 9, 100, II], 122 

Koaµ,o;, II 3 
Kp0.'TtaT£, 92 f. 
.,.,,Cw (of God), 104 

KT<aTTJS (of God), 118 

Kilp,os, 122 

Kw>.tlw, 105, II5 

KW,f,O;, 99 

>.aos, 9 
>.a-rp£la, 102 

>.TJpWOTJS, 123 
>.,Bofoos, 9, 98 

>.oy,aµ,os, 96 

>.oyos, 97, II8, 1]2, 141 

AonrOv, 129 

>.IITpov, 24, 48, 129 

µ,a.87Jµ,a, 108 

µ,aKpo8uµ,OS (-Jw), 9, 21, 125 

µ,£ya).E<O'TTJS, 22, 1]4 

µ,i>.>.w, 12, 124 

µ,era., c. g~nit., 127 

JJ,VTJC7<KaK£W, 129 

µ,ovoy£v~s. 126, 127, 133 

µ,vaT~p,ov, 107, 120 

-v, final, 1 I 

vios, 137 

vovµ,7Jvla, l I, 104 

fivos, 42, uo, 136 

o µ,iv ... o oi, 13, 98 

olKovop,TJKWs,• 18, 127 

olKovoµ,{a (-lw), IO, 60, 106, 127 

olµ,a,, II, 102, 103 

o).oKallTCJJ/J,il, 9 
OV'TCJJS, 135 

Om'aala, 54 
OpKLa,• 1]8 

OS a• and oaa confused, 134 

0~ = or, 124 

otTos, resumptive, 15, 66 

-ow, verbs, 128 

1rais, 25, 126, 145, 146 

1rav-r0Kpa:rwp, 58, u8 
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'll'BVTOK-rlUTTjS, 9, 118 
'll'apcl.8t1aos Tpvrf,fjs, 53, I 39 
'll'apa8l 8wµ1, 14 7 
(T4) '11'apa8o9,VTa, I 36 
'11'apcl.8oa,s, 146 ff. 
'll'apa,Tloµa,, 104 
'll'apa>.aµ{Jcl.vw, 147 
'll'apcl.a11µos, 108 

'11'apaT1JPT/U&S, 105 
'11'apt8ptuw, 10, 105 
'll'aplxw, 9 
Trdpo,Kos, 41, 109 

'll'apovala, 24, 42, 53, 54, 122, 123, 149, 
151 f. 

'll'BT1Jp, 21 
ffa:rpls, I 10 

'll'tl8w, 121 
,,,./µ,,,.w, 121 
'11'tp&T0µ1J, 9, 104 
,,,.[u-r,s, 40, 52, 65, 131 f., 138 
,,,.,u-r&s, 40, 52, 137 
,,,.>,c/.VTj, 124 
,,,.>.cl.aaw, 53, 98,133 
,r'Alov, 10 

,,,.>.tovcl.,w, 52, 117 
,,,.o>.,ula (-tuoµai), 109, 134 
'll'O>.lTtlJµa, 39 
'11'0>.u,,,.payµoauv11, 106 
'll'o>.u,,,.pcl.yµwv, 106, 108 
'll'patrr.,s, I 1, 121 
,,,.plv (,j), 98, 123 
'll'poaya,,,.c/.w, 9, I 33 
'11'poa9tv, 127 
'll'pOaKa&pos, • 135 
'll'poaKuvlw, ID, 99 
'll'p&a-rayµa, 140 f. 
'll'poarf,,>.11s, • 137 

(T4) aa./3/3aTa, 104 
ac/.pf, 29, 105, III, II4 
al/Jw, 10, 100 
a11µtpov, 138 
UK1JVWµa, II6 
-aa- and -'7T-, II 

(T4) UTOIX£&a, 120, 124 
auyxpw..l,oµa,, 9, 141 
auyxwplw, 125 
auµ/Jou>.os, 125 f. 
auv, 127 
auverl{w, 9, 142 
avvlxw, 115 
a11v119na, 10, 63, 96 

II 

aw..,jp, 131, 149 
aw..,jpiov, 142 

Tc1.e,,. 30, 111. 151 
TtKvoyovlw, 9, 10, 110 
-rl>..tov, 99 
TEpa.-rEla., 124 

-rtxvl-r11s, 119 
.,.,,, pleonastic, 97 
-rpc/.1rt{a, I 10 
.,.p,ds, 51 
-rporf,tus, 131 
-rpvrf,71, 139 
-rvyxcl.vw, 97 

vl&s (of Christ), 25, 126, 145 f. 
~>...,, 97 
i,.,,/p, 129 

1J1Ttpopcl.w, 93 
V'll'tpa1ro118cl.,w, 9, 93 
IJ1T1jpl-r11, (-lw), 119, 136 
V1r60Taa,s, 97 

rf,,>.av9pw'll'la (-os), 21, 22, 125 
rf,,>..ou-ropyla, 94 
rf,,>.o-r,µla, 10 3 
rf,poupa. (-lw), 114, 116 
rf,u>..cl.aaw (-oµa,), 94 
rf,uais, 44 

xalpnv, 7 
xalpnv Kal lppwa9a,, 7 
xcl.piv, 137 
xcl.pis, 50, 51, 52 
xop11ylw, 95 
XPlJ{w, 104 
xp,ja9a,, II 

XPT/UTtJ'TTjS, ID, 22, 125 
xpuaovs, ID 

xwplw, 124, 141 

w, exclamatory, 62, 63 
.:,,, 12, 65, 105 
ws civ, c. fut. participle, 12, 96 f. 



3. SUBJECTS AND NAMES 

(Names included here are supplementary to those given m the 
Bibliography and in Index I ( d), ( e)) 
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