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CHURCH HISTORY 

The Decade (1973-1982) in Pentecostal-Charismatic 
Literature: A Bibliographic Essay 

by Cecil M. Robeck, Jr. 
The past decade has seen a substantial increase in the number 

of books which have addressed issues related to the history, the­
ology, and practices of charismatic renewal. This article, while by 
no means intending to provide a list of all such publications, is a 
short bibliographic essay outlining some of the more important 
books along these lines. They include studies undertaken by authors 
who represent a variety of theological positions. Some studies are 
clearly directed toward the subject of charismatic renewal while 
others are more obliquely related. It is hoped this essay will serve 
as a reference work for future use. 

The present charismatic renewal's relationship to historic or clas­
sical Pentecostalism goes almost without saying. Much of its the­
ology and practice has been greatly influenced by that of classical 
Pentecostalism. Several books have been published within the past 
decade which trace the origins of classical Pentecostalism, enabling 
us more fully to understand the relationship between it and the 
contemporary charismatic renewal. 

Virtually all classical Pentecostal denominations around the world 
trace their origins to the Azusa Street Mission revival in Los An­
geles, California, between 1906 and 1909. Two accounts written by 
first hand observers recently appeared. The first, Frank Bartleman's 
Azusa Street (Plainfield: Logos, 1980) is a reprint of his How "Pen­
tecost'' Came to Los Angeles, originally published in 1925. Long out 
of print and indeed quite rare, this diary of events appears in un­
abridged form edited by Pentecostal historian Vinson Synan who 
has provided an extended introduction which placed the book in 
its broader context. A.C. Valdez's Fire on Azusa Street (Costa Mesa: 
Gift Publications, 1980) provides a second eyewitness account of 
what went on at the mission during those important years. 

The photographic reproduction of the first thirteen issues of "The 
Apostolic Faith" in Fred T. Corum's Like As of Fire (1981) provides 
a valuable resource on Azusa Street history. Published between 
September 1906 and May 1908 from the Azusa Street Mission, these 
papers, now available from the Gospel Publishing House in Spring­
field, Missouri, outline the influence of that mission, including ser­
mons and articles by those in leadership at the mission, reports of 
worldwide revival and letters written from those who had passed 
through the mission during its formative years. 

Joining Vinson Synan's authoritative study of American Pen­
tecostalism, The Holiness-Pentecostal Movement in the United States 
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1971), is social historian Robert Mapes 
Anderson's Vision of the Disinherited: The Making of American Pen­
tecostalism (New York: Oxford Press, 1979). This is a skillful analysis 
of the tradition, tracing its history from reformed holiness roots, 
outlining key doctrines and providing a rare perspective on early 
leaders through the 1920s. David Edwin Harrell Jr. has chosen to 
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trace the history of healing and charismatic revivals in modern 
America in All Things Are Possible (Bloomington: Indiana Univer­
sity, 1975). He provides much data and traces connections between 
various healing revivalists who sometimes turned their disadvan­
tages into opportunities for personal advantage while also minis­
tering to multitudes. 

Walter J. Hollenweger's worldwide survey The Pentecostals: The 
Charismatic Movement in the Churches (Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1972) 
has been particularized by a number of regional and Third World 
studies. Friendship Press of the World Council of Churches has 
reprinted Christian Lalive d'Epinay's Haven of the Masses: A Study 
of the Pentecostal Movement in Chile (1969). Cornelia Butler Flora 
has contributed Pentecostalism in Colombia (East Brunswick: Fair­
leigh Dickinson University, 1976), and G. C. Oosthuizen has given 
us Pentecostal Penetration into the Indian Community in South Africa 
(Durban, 1975). These volumes provide historical, theological, and 
sociological assessments. Anthropologist Stephen D. Glazier has 
edited a collection of anthropological case studies on Caribbean and 
Latin American Pentecostalism in Perspectives on Pentecostalism 
(Washington D.C.: University Press of America, 1980), while James 
E. Worsfold has given us an extensive History of the Charismatic 
Movements in New Zealand (Bradford, U.K.: Puritan Press, 1974). 

Ethnic issues have not been ignored in this decade. The prolific 
Walter J. Hollenweger has offered his short Pentecost between Black 
and White (Belfast: Christian Journals Ltd., 1974) which deals, among 
other things, with Black and Hispanic manifestations of Pentecos­
talism. The late Victor de Leon has provided The Silent Pentecostals 
(privately published, 1979), a survey of American Hispanic Pen­
tecostalism. He aimed to provide a biographical history of the Pen­
tecostal movement among Hispanics, but dealt with the subject 
largely within the context of the Assemblies of God. 

Three sociological studies, two of them dealing with ethnic is­
sues, bear mention as well. The University of Pittsburgh Press has 
given us Melvin D. Williams's Community in a Black Pentecostal 
Church (1974), while the University of Massachusetts Press has 
recently published Arthur E. Paris's Black Pentecostalism: Southern 
Religion in an Urban Setting (1982). The third sociological study 
deals with neo-pentecostalism and the socioeconomic deprivation 
theory. It is Cecil David Bradfield's Neo-Pentecostalism: A Sociol­
ogical Assessment (Washington D.C.: University Press of America, 
1979). Two volumes appearing within the past decade are com­
posed largely of papers originally given at meetings of the Society 
for Pentecostal Studies. Vinson Synan edited the historical Aspects 
of Pentecostal-Charismatic Origins (Plainfield: Logos, 1975) including 
articles by Martin Marty, Donald Dayton, Larry Christenson, Ed­
ward O'Connor and an array of Pentecostals. Russell P. Spittler 
edited Perspectives on the New Pentecostalism (Grand Rapids: Baker, 
1976), including studies by Walter Hollenweger, Clark Pinnock, 
Kilian McDonnell, J. Rodman Williams, William Smarin, Donald 
Gelpi, Morton Kelsey and others. It provides historical, theological 
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and reflective articles relevant to the charismatic renewal. 
Two other edited volumes are the result of denominational stud­

ies on the subject. The papers presented at the Fifth Oxford Institute 
on Methodist Theological Studies held in 1973 appear in Dow Kirk­
patrick, ed., The Holy Spirit (Nashville: Tidings, 1974). Similarly; 
the papers presented in a series of Lutheran discussions held be­
tween 1974 and 1976 in a study project of the Division of Theo­
logical Studies of the Lutheran Council in the U.S.A. are available 
in Paul D. Opsahl, ed., The Holy Spirit in the Life of the Church 
(Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1978). A third edited volume of impor­
tance is Edward D. O'Connor, C.S.C., ed., Perspectives on Charis­
matic Renewal (South Bend: University of Notre Dame, 1975) which 
among other things provides a 40-page bibliography on "The Lit­
erature of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, 1967-1975." Michael 
P. Hamilton has edited a similarly helpful volume called The Char­
ismatic Movement (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1975), complete with 
a record of speaking in tongues, while J. Elmo Agrimson, president 
of the American Lutheran Church's Southeastern Minnesota Dis­
trict, edited Gifts of the Spirit and the Body of Christ: Perspectives on 
the Charismatic Movement (Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1974). 

It is clear that classical Pentecostalism and the charismatic move­
ment have spoken often of the importance of the Holy Spirit's 
presence and ministry in the church. A number of works written 
on the Spirit within the past decade warrant mention. George T. 
Montague, S.M., former editor of the "Catholic Biblical Quarterly," 
has offered a technically competent and instructive work called The 
Holy Spirit: Growth of a Biblical Tradition (New York: Paulist Press, 
1976) in which he analyzes the principal canonical texts on the 
subject and shows how the people of God grew in their under­
standing of the Spirit. Building upon his important work on Baptistm 
in the Holy Spirit (Naperville: Allenson and Philadelphia: West­
minster, 1970), James D. G. Dunn has given us his sometimes con­
troversial but equally stimulating Jesus and the Spirit: A Study of the 
Religious and Charismatic Experience of Jesus and the First Christians 
as Reflected in the New Testament (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1976). 
Michael Green, editor of the "I Believe" series, has written the 
popular, balanced and practical I Believe in the Holy Spirit (Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1975). Classical Pentecostal Stanley M. Horton 
has given us his thoughts in What the Bible Says about the Holy Spirit 
(Springfield: Gospel Publishing House, 1979). Presbyterian char­
ismatic J. Rodman Williams, professor of theology at the School of 
Biblical Studies, CBN University, has contributed yet another book 
on the subject titled, The Gift of the Holy Spirit Today (Plainfield: 
Logos, 1980). 

Eduard Schweizer has produced a small but important work, 
The Holy Spirit (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1980), in which he analyzes 
the biblical evidence theologically and proceeds to address its im­
plication in the life of the church. Edward Malatesta, S.J., edited 
The Spirit of God in Christian Life (New York: Paulist Press, 1977) 
dealing with issues of sanctification. Methodist Kenneth G. Greet's 
"Cato" lectures delivered at the last General Conference of Aus­
tralasian Methodism prior to the formation of the Uniting Church 
of Australia, addressed the subjects of Pentecostalism and charis­
matic renewal in When the Spirit Moves (London: Epworth, 1975). 
Finally, the results of a symposium sponsored by the Institute for 
Theological Research, held at the University of South Africa in 1980 
have appeared in W. S. Vorster, ed., The Spirit in Biblical Perspective 
(Pretoria: University of South Africa, 1980). 

The subject of baptism in the Holy Spirit has remained more or 
less dormant since the works of Dale Bruner and James Dunn ap­
peared in 1970-with two notable exceptions. Anthony A. Hoe­
kema's two volumes on tongues (1966) and Spirit baptism (1972) 
have been re-issued in a single volume titled Tongues and Spirit 
Baptism: A Biblical and Theological Evaluation (Grand Rapids: Baker, 
1981). Charismatic Thomas A. Smail, editor of Britain's "Theolog­
ical Renewal," has addressed the subject with some freshness in 
Reflected Glory: The Spirit in Christ and Christians (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 1975). 

Gifts of the Spirit have received a great deal of attention, un­
fortunately not all of it helpful. Robert L. Thomas of Talbot The­
ological Seminary has provided a well written study of 1 Corin­
thians 12 through 14 from a modified dispensational perspective 
called Understanding Spiritual Gifts (Chicago: Moody, 1978). Ken-
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neth Kinghorn of Asbury Theological Seminary and John Koenig 
of Union Theological Seminary have provided helpful works on 
gifts, the former giving us a popularized Gifts of the Spirit (Nashville: 
Abingdon, 1976), the latter providing a more substantial biblical 
theology, Charismata: God's Gifts for God's People (Philadelphia: 
Westminster, 1978). Roman Catholic Francis A. Sullivan, S.J., has 
written a short yet impressive work, Charisms and Charismatic Re­
newal: A Biblical and Theological Study (Ann Arbor: Servant, 1982), 
while Fuller professor C. Peter Wagner has attempted to link the 
subjects of spiritual gifts and church growth in Your Spiritual Gifts 
Can Help Your Church Grow (Glendale: Regal Books/Gospel Light, 
1979). Finally, William J. Sneck has provided a scholarly phenom­
enological analysis of several gifts in his Charismatic Spiritual Gifts 
(Washington D.C.: University Press of America, 1981). 

Specific gifts receiving treatment during the past decade are sev­
eral. Healing and prophecy have received the most attention, but 
other studies need to be mentioned as well. On healing are Father 
Francis MacNutt's classics Healing (Notre Dame: Ave Maria, 1974) 
and The Power to Heal (Notre Dame: Ave Maria, 1977), the latter 
being available since 1979 as a Bantam paperback. These two works 
have received wide circulation within the Catholic charismatic re­
newal movement. Anglican Bishop Morris Maddocks has writtten 
The Christian Healing Ministry (London: SPCK, 1981), while clas­
sical Pentecostal Hugh Jeters links healing to the atonement in By 
His Stripes: A Biblical Study on Divine Healing (Springfield: Gospel 
Publishing House, 1977). InterVarsity has published the pastorally­
oriented work of Roy Lawrence, Christian Healing Rediscovered 
(Downers Grove, 1980). 

Morton T. Kelsey has produced an important work on the subject 
called Healing and Christianity (New York: Harper and Row, 1973) 
in which he surveys the history, theology and praxis of healing in 
the church. More recently, Klaus Seybold and Ulrich B. Mueller 
have provided a thoughtful biblical theology on the subject of Sick­
ness and Healing (Nashville: Abingdon, 1981). Of particular interest 
to those involved in the integration of science and theology is phy­
sician John Wilkinson's Health and Healing: Studies in New Testa­
ment Principles and Practice (Edinburgh: Handsel, 1980). Finally, 
two books on inner healing which have found widespread use in 
charismatic renewal circles have been Ruth Carter Stapleton's The 
Gift of Inner Healing (Waco: Word, 1976) and John A. Sanford's 
Healing and Wholeness (New York: Paulist Press, 1972). 

During the past decade, the gift of prophecy has received the 
most intense study of any of the gifts. No fewer than eight major 
monographs or books have been written in a variety of languages 
on this subject. The best available in English are: David Hill, New 
Testament Prophecy (Atlanta: John Knox, 1979), and the massive 
work of David Aune, Prophecy and Early Christianity (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 1983), which deals with every major prophetic oracle 
through the mid-Second Century. Those wishing to do more in­
depth study of this gift will benefit from three other works in En­
glish: E. Earle Ellis, Prophecy and Hermeneutic in Early Christianity 
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1978) which also has much to say on 
words of wisdom and of knowledge; J. Panagopoulos, ed., Prophetic 
Vocation in the New Testament and Today (Leiden: Brill, 1977), and 
Trinity's Wayne A. Grudem's revised Cambridge Ph.d. dissertation 
The Gift of Prophecy in 1 Corinthians (Washington D.C.: University 
Press of America, 1982). M. Eugene Boring has recently added a 
monograph to the field called Sayings of the Risen Jesus: Christian 
Prophecy in the Synoptic Tradition (Cambridge: Cambridge Univer­
sity Press, 1982) in which he gives a major treatment to the question 
of "how the post-Easter Jesus continued to speak to his church 
through Christian prophets." Bruce Yocum, active in the Catholic 
charismatic renewal, has given us a very helpful book on how the 
gift is generally defined, used and tested in Pentecostal and char­
ismatic contexts in Prophecy: Exercising the Prophetic Gifts of the 
Spirit in the Church Today (Ann Arbor: Word of Life, 1976). 

The gift of tongues, long overdue for major biblical and theo­
logical study, has received some treatment in recent publications. 
William J. Samarin has undertaken a fine linguistic study of speak­
ing in tongues in his Tongues of Men and Angels (New York: Mac­
millan, 1972). Felicitas D. Goodman, Speaking in Tongues: A Cross­
Cultural Study of Glossolalia (Chicago: University of Chicago, 1972), 
on the other hand, has looked at the subject as an anthropologist 



interested in linguistics and psychology. David Christie Murray's 
Voice from the Gods: Speaking in Tongues (London: Routledge & 
Keagan Paul, 1978) addresses the subject phenomenologically, for 
the most part, and spends too much space on the phenomenon in 
Spiritualism. Another phenomenological study, much more helpful 
in its treatment of this gift in the Christian context, is Cyril G. 
Williams's Tongues of the Spirit: A Study of Pentecostal Glossolalia 
and Related Phenomena (Cardiff: University of Wales, 1981). Its chief 
drawback is its price of $50. 

Two other books deserving mention include the collection of 
essays from a variety of perspectives (psychological, historical, pas­
toral, etc.) edited by Watson E. Mills, Speaking in Tongues, Let's Talk 
About It (Waco: Word, 1973). Robert Gromacki's 1966 work, The 
Modern Tongues Movement, has been revised and is distributed by 
Baker. Its perspective is decidedly dispensational. 

Fuller Graduate School of Psychology professor H. Newton Ma­
lony and psychology alumnus A. Adams Lovekin have co-authored 
a book on speaking in tongues from the perspective of the behav­
ioral sciences which will be issued later this year as Glossolalia: 
Social and Psychological Perspectives (New York: Oxford Press, an­
ticipated May 1985). 

Other books devoted to the study of specific gifts which merit 
attention include Thomas C. Campbell and Gary B. Reierson, The 
Gift of Administration: Theological Bases for Ministry (Philadelphia: 
Westminster, 1981). Leopold Sabourin, while not dealing with the 
gift of miracles as such, has written an outstanding work called The 
Divine Miracles Discussed and Defended (Rome: Catholic Book 
Agency, 1977). Martyrdom is addressed in William Horbury and 
Brian McNeil, eds., Suffering and Martyrdom in the New Testament 
(Cambridge: The University Press, 1981), the article by G.W.H. 
Lampe, "Martyrdom and Inspiration," being exceptionally appro­
priate in light of the early Christian understanding of martyrdom 
as a gift of the Spirit. 

Gifts of leadership are addressed by Martin Hengel in The Char­
ismatic Leader and His Followers (New York: Crossroad, 1981) par­
ticularly as related to Jesus. Historians will find Paul Jonathan Fed­
wick's The Church and the Charisma of Leadership in Basil of Caesarea 
(Toronto: Pontifical Institute of Medieval Studies, 1979) provides 
an equally intriguing case study. Catholic theologian Edward Schil­
lebeeckx has written Ministry: Leadership in the Community of Jesus 
Christ (New York: Crossroad, 1981) where, among other things, he 
discusses celibacy as a charisma. Christian leadership in the persons 
of evangelists and teachers are expounded in David Watson's I 
Believe in Evangelism (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1976) and Joseph 
A. Grassi's The Teacher in the Primitive Church and the Teacher Today 
(Santa Clara: University of Santa Clara, 1973). 

The all-important question of discernment of spirits has been 
the objective of study in Casiano Floristan and Christian Duquoc's 
interesting and provocative book Discernment of the Spirit and of 
Spirits (New York: Crossroad, 1979). Morton Kelsey has also ad­
dressed himself to this subject in Discernment: A Study in Ecstasy 
and Evil (New York: Paulist Press, 1978). 

Several works have appeared since 1973 which address the sub­
ject of the charismatic renewal within various traditions. All of the 
major formal statements on the subject which have been issued by 
church bodies around the world since 1960 have been collected by 
Kilian McDonnell in nis three-volume work Presence, Power, Praise 
(Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 1981). 

Calvin H. Chambers has addressed himself to the subject of 
charismatic worship in the Reformed tradition in his book In Spirit 
and in Truth (Ardmore: Dorrance and Co., 1980). Erling Jorstad 
wrote Bold in the Spirit: Lutheran Charismatic Renewal in America 
Today (Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1974), which has since been joined 
by Larry Christenson's The Charismatic Renewal Among Lutherans 
(Minneapolis: Lutheran Charismatic Renewal Services, 1976). Eu­
sebius A. Stephanou has written on Charismatic Renewal in the 
Orthodox Church (Fort Wayne: Logos Ministry for Orthodox Re­
newal, 1976). 

Charismatic renewal in the Roman Catholic tradition has been 
the subject of several authors. Following the publication of Kevin 
and Dorothy Ranaghan' s pioneering works Catholic Pentecostals and 
As the Spirit Leads Us, published by Paulist in 1969 and 1971 re­
spectively, were two other important works. Edward D. 0 Connor, 

C.S.C., produced an historical and theological work called The Pen­
tecostal Movement in the Catholic Church (Notre Dame: Ave Maria, 
1971), and Donald L. Gelpi gave an outstanding theological critique 
and statement in Pentecostalism: A Theological Viewpoint (New York: 
Paulist Press, 1971). Since that time, three books of importance have 
been published. Kilian McDonnell has edited a work which looks 
at a variety of important theological questions in the movement 
under the title The Holy Spirit and Power: The Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal (Garden City: Doubleday, 1975). Catholic charismatic lay 
leader Ralph Martin has compiled The Church and the Spirit (New 
York: Paulist Press, 1976), said to provide a personal and docu­
mentary record of the renewal in the Catholic Church. French the­
ologian Rene Laurentin has produced the third volume of impor­
tance which weaves together both history and theology, Catholic 
Pentecostalism (Garden City: Doubleday, 1977). 

It must be recognized that there are differences of opinion of 
the value of charismatic renewal today. John F. MacArthur Jr. pub­
lished a series of sermons in which he attempted to deal with what 
he saw as problems confronting the church as a result of charismatic 
renewal. It was called The Charismatics: A Doctrinal Perspective 
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1978). A much more objective analysis 
has been provided by Robert H. Culpepper, Evaluating the Char­
ismatic Movement: A Theological and Biblical Appraisal (Valley Forge: 
Judson, 1977). 

Four markedly irenic books on the subject have appeared which 
should, perhaps above all others, be congratulated for the spirit 
which they exude: Peter E. Gillquist, Let's Quit Fighting about the 
Holy Spirit (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1974); Michael Harper, Three 
Sisters: A Provocative Look at Evangelicals, Charismatics and Catholic 
Charismatics and Their Relationship to One Another (Wheaton: Tyn­
dale, 1979); Eric Houfe, Vision for Unity (Eastbourne: Kinsway Pub­
lications, 1980); and Charles E. Hummel, Fire in the Fireplace: Con­
temporary Charismatic Renewal (Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1978). 
Each of these authors calls for a renewed level of Christian charity 
and understanding as it relates to charismatic renewal. 

Several other books have appeared in recent years which look 
at Pentecostalism and the charismatic renewal from an ecumenical 
perspective. Simon Tugwell, Peter Hocken, George Every, John Orme 
Mills and Walter Hollenweger have collaborated on New Heaven? 
New Earth? An Encounter with Pentecostalism (Springfield, IL: Tem­
plegate, 1976). Kilian McDonnell has given us two important works. 
The first, Charismatic Renewal and the Churches (New York: Cross­
road, 1976), looks both at history and psychology, using the data 
available in these disciplines as objects for theological reflection. 
His second work, The Charismatic Renewal and Ecumenism (New 
York: Paulist Press, 1978), is an attempt to futher the ecumenical 
task providing a number of pastoral suggestions for Roman Cath­
olics in particular. 

The World Council of Churches has published two works on 
charismatic renewal in the past five years. Rex Davis, Locusts and 
Wild Honey (Geneva: WCC, 1978), provides an interesting survey 
on the subject. The second book is the outcome of a major con­
sultation in Bossey, Switzerland, in 1980. Edited by Arnold Bittlin­
ger, The Church is Charismatic: The World Council of Churches and 
the Charismatic Renewal (Geneva: WCC, 1981) provides a variety 
of papers presented at the consultation and its two preparatory 
sessions and makes recommendations on how WCC churches should 
relate to charismatic renewal. 

Three theological works, all by Roman Catholics, are intended 
to provide some direction in the task as well. Herbert Muhlen has 
written A Charismatic Theology: Initiation in the Spirit (New York: 
Paulist Press, 1978), an exciting work which he describes as "the 
fruit of Catholic/Protestant solidarity." Charismatic Jesuit theolo­
gian Donald L. Gelpi has set forth his rigorous and rewarding Char­
ism and Sacrament: A Theology of Christian Conversion (New York: 
Paulist Press, 1976), in which he studies conversion and gifts of 
the Spirit against a sacramental backdrop. His more recent work 
Experiencing God: A Theology of Human Emergence (New York: Paul­
ist Press, 1978) provides a somewhat elaborate "foundational the­
ology" that can be used to interpret and explain the experience of 
Christian worship. Gelpi's attempt is a heady one designed to en­
courage "critical self-understanding and theological sophistication" 
among those involved in charismatic renewal. 
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While many pastoral issues have in one way o:r another been 
addressed in a number of works already, three volumes deserve 
mention in their own right. Sheila Macmanus Fahey has provided 
a very encouraging word on social action in her Charismatic Social 
Action: Reflection/Resource Manual (New York: Paulist Press, 1977). 
It is a "must" for those who wish to see charismatic renewal reach 
out into other areas of Christian service. Charles Farah Jr., professor 
of theology and history at Oral Roberts University, has turned his 
attention to a very practical problem of "faith-formula" teaching in 
the book From the Pinnacle of the Temple (Plainfield: Logos, no date). 
Finally, Thomas A. Smail in The Forgotten Father (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 1980) has focused on what he perceives to be a trinitarian 
problem. The charismatic renewal has concentrated on the Holy 
Spirit and the Son whom the Spirit glorifies, but has at times over­
looked the role of the Father. His book is a genuine challenge to 
rethink this frequent oversight. 

Finally, it would be appropriate to mention a few of the many 
journals which regularly address issues which have been mentioned 

in this article. "Pneuma: The Journal of the Society for Pentecostal 
Studies" is the newest arid perhaps the most academic of such 
journals. Issued semi-annually, it addresses biblical, theological, 
historical and practical issues related to charismatic renewal. It is 
edited by William W. Menzies of the faculty of the Assemblies of 
God Graduate School in Springfield, Missouri. "Pneuma" may be 
ordered by corresponding with Russell P. Spittler, a member of 
Fuller's faculty and secretary of the Society for Pentecostal Studies. 
"Paraclete," a quarterly publication dedicated to exploring the per­
son and work of the Holy Spirit, may be ordered from Hardy W. 
Steinberg, editor, 1445 Boonville Ave., Springfield, Missouri 65802. 
From Britain comes "Theological Renewal" edited by Thomas Smail. 
This journal comes in a joint subscription with the more popular 
magazine "Renewal" and is available by writing to Grove Books, 
Bramcote, Nottingham, NG9 3DS, United Kingdom. A Roman 
Catholic periodical worthy of consideration for its practical treat­
ment of pastoral issues is "Pastoral Renewal," P.O. Box 8617, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan 48107. 

NEWS 

Diversity Marks Wheaton Conference 
by Douglas Jacobsen 

For three days in March (20-22), The Institute for the Study of 
American Evangelicals (located at Wheaton College) hosted a ram­
bling, yet surprisingly coherent, conference on "Christian Theology 
in a Post-Christian World." Thirteen presentations, each followed 
by a formal response and general discussion, were grouped under 
three major themes. 

sessions, and it was. the expressed desire of the organizers of the 
conference that these homiletical talks should set the tone for and 
context of the discussions that followed-Le., that of the worship 
of the God of the universe. 

The genius of the conference was its format. It was designed as 
a well organized bull session. Papers were distributed in advance 
and were not reread at the conference. Time in meetings was spent 
talking, and the conversational aspect gave life to the proceedings. 
Another boon was that professional theologians did not dominate 
the landscape. Instead, evangelical thinkers from a range of aca­
demic disciplines were represented, and that too added to the cre­
ative flavor of the conversation. 

The first, entitled "Image-Maker and Images," addressed issues 
of connections and distinctions between the human and the divine, 
or, expressed more concretely, between God and human beings 
(presenters: J. I. Packer, Cornelius Plantinga, Stephen Evans). The 
second, "Revelation and Its Reception," explored different aspects 
of the nature and scope of human knowledge available to Christians 
in light of the reality of God and the limitations of human existence 
(Gabriel Fackre, Thomas Morris, Anthony Thiselton, Clark Pin­
nock). A third session-the longest of the three-dealt with more 
pragmatic and particular concerns (e.g., culture, work, seculariza­
tion, science, the poor, and the future) and was entitled "Creation 
and Restoration" (Donald Bloesch, Paul Marshall Klaus Bockmuehl, 
David Livingstone, Richard Mouw, David Wells). John Stott pre­
sented a biblical meditation at the beginning of each of these major 
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The result was a pleasing overview of the state of the art of 
evangelical religious thinking. No broad evangelical consensus was 
reached by the conference. In fact, diversity was at least as prom­
inent as agreement. But uniformity was not the aim of the gathering. 
Rather, the desire was to provide an initial platform from which 
further creative collaboration on important issues could continue. 
Mark Noll, one of the organizers of the conference, expressed his 
reaction in terms of guarded optimism: "The conference may or 
may not have contributed a great deal to Christian thinking on any 
particular subject. ... Yet, the opportunity to observe both theo­
logians and non-theologians talking together ... may be a harbinger 
of a more refined evangelical thought for the days ahead." 

Individualism and Social Ethics: An Evangelical 
Synrretism 
by Dennis P. Hollinger (University Press of 
America, 1984, 284pp., $12.50). Reviewed by 
Richard V. Pierard, Fulbright Professor, Univ­
ersitat Frankfurt. 

American Evangelicalism is now receiving the 
scholarly attention that it has long merited. One 
need only mention the books by Robert Booth 
Fowler, James D. Hunter, and George Marsden,, 
the Hatch-Woodbridge-Noll collective work, The 
Gospel in America, and the formation of the Insti­
tute for the Study of American Evangelicals, all of 
which came about in the last five years, to provide 
evidence of this. Dennis Hollinger' s study of Evan­
gelical social ethics is a welcome and significant 
addition to the literature. 

A professor at Alliance Theological Seminary, 
Hollinger possesses an understanding of the inner 
dynamics of Evangelicalism that makes his critique 
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all the more trenchant. He goes beyond what some 
of us have done in explicating the alliance with 
conservative politics and the lack of social concern 
to get at the root of these external manifestations 
of the flawed evangelical philosophy. His thesis is 
that individualism is the most basic motif of Evan­
gelical social thinking. 

He begins by defining individualism and Evan­
gelicalism, both historically and theoretically. He 
then makes a content analysis of Christianity Today, 
the chief theological voice of the Evangelical move­
ment, during the period 1956-76 in order to de­
termine how much of an individualistic social phi­
losophy is to be found there. The topics he explores 
are personal versus social ethics, social change, 
economic thought, and political views. He con­
cludes with a sociological and theological analysis 
of the findings. 

Hollinger defines individualism as: 1) a meta­
physic with an atomistic world view; 2) a value 
system that heralds freedom, privacy, autonomy, 
and self-sufficiency, and most importantly 3) a so­
cial philosophy which stresses personal morality 
over social ethics, individual transformation as the 

BOOK REVIEWS 
key to social change, the laissez-faire approach to 
economic matters, and a political theory extolling 
the freedom of the individual and a limited state. 
He sees modern Evangelicalism as a movement 
preaching historic Christian orthodoxy but without 
the rancor and excesses of Fundamentalism. It seeks 
to recapture the spirit of cooperation and openness 
that characterized nineteenth-century Evangelical­
ism, places more value upon intellectual pursuits, 
and emphasizes social involvement. 

The book is rich in insights, of which the most 
helpful may be his explanation of how Evangeli­
calism's ineffectiveness in the social realm results 
from its belief that the individual, not the church, 
is to act; social problems are magnified personal 
problems; the regeneration of individuals (not ref­
ormation of institutions or revolution) is the proper 
strategy to achieve change; and God's standards 
apply to the spiritual kingdom while the realm of 
the world is under natural law and we can do little 
about things here. The unfortunate stance on eco­
nomic and political questions taken by many writ­
ers in Christianity Today, which Hollinger copiously 
documents, flows naturally from this underlying 




