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CLINICAL PASTORAL EDUCATION IN EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY 

By Rev. Russell Burck, PhD. 

As those who sense that they have been called to professional ministry traverse 
their way from academia through professional (or graduate) education to professional 
practice, they repeatedly discover the need to test their classroom learning in ac­
tual ministry. Several options for 1iinisterial practice are available, such as 
field education, internships, and Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE). Field education 
and internships seem relatively straightforward, owing to one's experience in churches 
under the ministry of pastors. CPE, however, is often an unknown to seminarians, 

• the settings in which it usually occurs are themselves anxiety-arousing, and the 
models of professional service there are frequently unknown to seminarians. This 
article will consider several aspects of CPE, with some attempt to relate it to the 
needs of evangelical seminarians. 

DYNAMICS OF CPE PLACEMENT 

Although each student differs, there are some guidelines worth articulating. (1) 
Throughout the process of entering CPE, students will usually experience some an­
xiety. This is an understandable and appropriate response to many aspects of CPE: 
the myths of CPE that circulate at seminaries, INSIDE ... 
the autobiographical reflections of the appli- Subscriptions and renewals ........ 6 
cation, the stresses of the admissions inter- Corronents from the Editor .......... 6-8 
view, the entry into a different approach to ... European Conferences, Karl Barth 
education, the encounter with an alien or Socie-ty, Swrnner Programs, ICBI 
forbidding institution, and so forth. Such Statement 
anxiety recalls previous experiences of ap- Notable Books, Book Specials, 
plying to be accepted somewhere and of enter- Notable Periodicals ............... 9 
ing new and demanding situations, and it e- Noteworthy Articles and Reviews ... 10 
vokes both the discomfort of those exper- Reviews: Old Testament ........... 11 
iences and the confidence and hope that have Biblical Criticism ...... 12 
come from mastering them. (2) Although no Theology .............. 13-16 
one really likes anxiety, one's ability to Practical Theology and 
accept it contributes to the genuineness World Religions ......... 16 
with which one goes through every aspect of Philosophy .............. 1? 
CPE. Hence, one is well-advised to acknow- TSF Research ...................... 18 
ledge one's anxiety (at least to oneself) Forum tapes ..................... 19-20 
and to learn to appreciate what messages it Monographs and Books .............. 20 
is attempting to communicate. Obviously, Order form ........................ 21 
supervisors do not expect the students they TSF Research Questionnaire 
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interview and accept to understand all of this at once, but they do value the students'. 
awareness of what is happening to them at the moment. (3) Although one can learn from 
any institutions offering CPE, one should begin to define one's learning needs by 
determining the kind of institution one prefers. The primary choices are the general 
hospital, the mental hospital, the prison, and the parish. Each of these settings 
has much to offer that can be useful to the student in other contexts of ministry la­
ter. (4) Sometimes students' anxieties about not being accepted into a program turn 
out to be true. A program at a desired center may be full; a supervisor may feel that 
s/he cannot work as well with a student as some other supervisor; a supervisor may want 
a balance in the group that would limit the possibilities of accepting other students 
like oneself; or a supervisor may decide that the student would do better to wait a 
little while before entering a program. (5) It is good to keep in mind that supervi­
sors are also sinful human beings who need mercy and understanding like everyone else. 
Despite their personal and professional competence, which has been certified by the 
Association for Clinical Pastoral Education, they have their limitations and their 
preferences. These play a part in the process of placing students in CPE centers, be­
cause this process involves whole persons, who cannot completely insulate their actions 
from their negative characteristics. 

PEDAGOGICAL BENEFITS AND LIMITATIONS OF CPE 

CPE has become a very valuable way of equipping some of the saints (mostly clergy) for 
the task of ministry. Despite its power to reorganize many students' understanding of 
theology and ministry, bringing their experience of themselves closer to their theolo­
gy, interpretation of Scripture, and so forth, it has usually been aware of its limits, 
too. Supervisors know their competence, which means that they also know their limits; 
most of them are not imperialistic about CPE. 

(1) One of the pedagogical benefits of CPE is that it is learning-in-context. Nearly 
all the rest of seminary education, like most other education, occurs out of context. 
Out-of-context learning is more abstract and more oriented to some possible future a­
rena of application, whereas in-context learning permits students to work on the educa­
tional tasks associated with life in that particular context. 'In CPE students learn 
about pastoral care in an actual context of ministry. In a hospital, for example, 
they visit patients, see how patients' faith actually influences their experience of 
illness, talk with staff about the patients' condition and needs, work with family, 
and lead worship in that context of struggle with suffering and need. Their under­
standing of theological anthropology, of the relation of God to the world, of salva­
tion, of ministry, and so forth develops in reciprocal interaction with their pastoral 
service. They do not hear lectures, take notes, read, or role-play about things that 
will presumably be useful someday. Rather, they provide pastoral care and in the 
process they raise many questions at various levels that flow from their actual prac­
tice. 

(2) CPE is, in my judgment, the most pervasively spiritual form of education for minis­
try that has emerged from American Protestanism. By spiritual I do not mean devotion-
al although some programs have some form of worship among the students. Spirit is 
the capacity for self-transcendence, including appreciation of the vertical dimension 
of life; the spirituality of CPE consists of its regular appeal to the students to 
exercise their self-transcendence in the process of reflecting on their experiences 
with patients, each other, and the supervisor. They are asked not simply to submit 
themselves to some curriculum that someone else has set up for them or to innnerse 
the~selves in their normal creaturely reactions to other persons. Rather, they are 
asked to participate in shaping their own education be examining their own strengths 
and weaknesses, stating their learning goals, being aware of dimensions of their being 
that they frequently ignore (such as feelings), keeping track of the process in a con­
versation or a relationship, evaluating their own functioning, reflecting on all of 
tttis in the light of pertinent aspects of theology, and so forth. By bringing ques-
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tions that reflect their own pastoral practice, students learn about the way they use 
their own person in helping others; about their own perceptions of and responses to 
need, and about their own implicit theory of caring for persons as it reveals itself in 
their patient care. This self-transcending, self-aware approach to learning helps pro­
duce an understanding of pastoral care that is more closely integrated with themselves 
-- their intuitions and feelings, their intentions, their theology, their concepts of 
helping -- than if they simply heard, read, and thought about the way to do 4nd under­
stand pastoral care. Hence it helps them make sense out of their call to the ministry, 
for they learn something about the importance of their being pastors. They learn that 
they are not standardized, replaceable parts. 

(3) CPE is relational and corporate. Students learn within and from relationships. 
The Standards of CPE require a minimum of three persons for a CPE program, expressing 
the conviction that the best learning about pastoral care occurs in a peer group. 
Students raise issues for each other, learn from the ways that others solve problems 
and care for patients, think things out together, minister to each other, experience 
sinfulness and grace together, among other things. Although worship as a learning 
group is not always a part of a CPE program, students experience church together in 
many senses: the body of believers, the unity of faith amid diversity of belief, the 
brokenness of each of the members, mutual support and consolation, participation in 
the fellowship of Christ's sufferings.· In addition they learn from patients and staff, 
deriving decisive feedback on the spot~bout theeffects of their pastoral caring and 
discovering that persons with different viewpoints can be their teachers. The rela­
tionship with the supervisor is also important in many ways and at several levels, de­
pending on the nature and need of each student. 

(4) CPE is ecumenical. CPE draws persons together from different confessions. Stu­
dents soon learn that they are involved in a direct encounter with persons who hold 
other beliefs, worship somewhat differently, state problems of faith in somewhat dif­
ferent terms, and express the resources of Christianity differently. Such experiences 
help students learn better to understand both their own faith and that of others. 

(5) CPE is hermeneutical. One of the standard slogans of CPE is Anton Boisen's con­
viction that we learn how to "read the living human documents." Boisen, one of the 
founders of CPE, sought to discern revelation in his encounter with the living human 
documents. CPE has reinterpreted this phrase as, say, "learning how to understand and 
care for persons." Through careful examination of various situations students learn 
something about how to understand the concerns and communications of other persons. 
They encounter their exegesis of the needs and messages of others, consider various 
resources for interpretation (e.g. their own feelings, body language, sensitivity to 
double meanings, the patients' response to their communication), and explore some al­
ternative explanation. In those programs in which they preach, students also examine 
the way that they interpret Scripture and relate the text to the congregation at hand. 
This interpretive activity of CPE seeks to supplement, apply, and enrich students': 
learning from their seminary courses. 

(6) In its understanding of the relationship between time and learning, CPE is open­
ended and processive. It considers the students within their life history, without 
exploring and interpreting the relationship between their current behavior and their 
development (which is a different task with a different focus). CPE is attentive to 
the students' processes of adjusting to the institution, becoming involved in the work, 
and of withdrawing and departing. CPE, like other education, expects that students 
will continue to learn from the programs long after their end. The final evaluation 
is such a processive document, asking the students to look at their process up to 
the moment and to consider their future development in pastoral care. 

As in all of life, we have difficulty really facing termination, loss, and death. 
Within CPE we can readily imagine that the process can go on forever. The emphasis 
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on processes, however, is not intended to ignore death and the eschaton; rather it re­
cognizes that many matters develop in various contexts and in the dimension of time. 
Such an understanding of process helps us to remember and respect our own uniqueness 
and the particular pilgrimage of our congregations. 

(7) CPE is integrative, helping students to draw together their own personal back­
ground, their various (often latent) abilities to help, and their formal studies into 
one organized approach to ministry to others. Here again it is open-ended and not im­
perialistic, for it neither expects all of the integration to occur within one quarter 
nor claims that CPE is sufficient to organize one's approach to all the tasks of min­
istry. 

As a Chaplain-Supervisor it is difficult to write about pedagogical weaknesses of CPE, 
owing to my connnitment to this form of education. Probably the greatest weakness of 
any form of education is generalization or imperialism. By these I mean that the ap­
plication of any kind of education to tasks for which it was not designed will cause 
some difficulties. For example, the attention of CPE to feelings serves many func­
tions, which are directly relat~d to pastoral care. Feelings are an imµortant source 
of inforrr:ation a.bout the other person (in a dyadic pastoral relationship), about the 
effect that the other person has on oneself, and about o~e's own reaction as a pas­
tor. They may be indicators of some things in the pastoral relationship that yet need 
to be attended to. Nevertheless, for many students the request to be aware of their 
feelings is like asking them to draw lightning from heaven -- they are "unable" to 
do it and they act as if the task is unreasonable. They confuse feelings with thoughts, 
opinions, perceptions, and projections. And why shouldn't they? As a rule we still 
have relatively little practice in attending to our own feelings and learning how 
they may contribute to our life. Thus, when CPE rolls around, with its legitimate pro­
fessional focus on our intrapersonal awareness, we easily confuse it with attention 
to our personal functioning and our personal deficits. Hence, supervisors constantly 
tread a narrow line seperating education from something like counseling or direct help 
to the student. Although all good education is therapeutic and all therapy is educa­
tional, CPE constantly. encounters and seeks to respect the limitation of CPE that the 
distinction between education and therapy represents. 

From the perspective of theory and the impartation of information CPE meets another 
limitation. By and large CPE does not seek to transmit preorganized theory or bodies 
of information to students. Theory-building occurs as the student is ready, often on 
the basis of cases. Information is introduced (very frequently by the student's own 
searching) as the need emerges. For example, for persons who want a survey of theories 
of suffering as they pertain to hospitalization, CPE would be at a disadvantage, al­
though the experience of the institution itself poses many grinding painful questions 
that we tend to. ask abstractly .apart from the context (say, in seminary). Persons 
wanting a survey of theories of pastoral care would do better, from the point of view 
of impartation of information alone, to seek out such a course in some seminary or 
read several books. The same thing applies to the pastoral psychology and other topics, 
insofar as the intellectual acquisition of information or intellectual examiniation 
of theoretical issues is concerned. Some persons think this means that CPE is anti­
intellectual, as if that meant the assassination of one's mind. CPE is anti-intellec­
tual only in the sense that it denies that the intellect is the only resource that 
has been given to us for approaching our doing and our being as pastors. 

From the perspective of certain kinds of pastoral practice, CPE meets other limita­
tions. Owing to the placement of most programs in health-and-welfare institutions, 
CPE, like seminaries, depends on the students' ability to transfer the learning to 
other contexts. Pastoral care in a parish is somewhat different from pastoral care 
in a hospital, but many principles remain the same. If one takes parishioners where 
they are, as one takes patients where they are, one can make many of the adjustments 
that result from the difference in context. If one has learned to make one's own 
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assesments and decisions, i.e. exercise one's own authority as a pastor, rather than 
live out a role that one learned by rote in CPE, then one is in a good position to 
transfer the learning from one context to another. In the parish, for example, per­
sons are not likely to be as open as they are in the hospital, owing to the fact that 
they have to live with the minister for a while and with the rest of the congregation 
even longer perhaps. Before they divulge their needs and weaknesses, they will need 
to know whether the pastor will respect their confidences or, say, preach from them. 
The relatively anonymous pastoral relationship in the institution, which bypasses much 
of this dynamic, can mislead the student into thinking that all pastoral relationships 
can and should be equally open. 

Another practical limitation is that CPE does not teach one to do pastoral counseling 
or pastoral psychotherapy as these are represented by the American Association of 
Pastoral Counselors. Pastoral care and pastoral counseling, although related, are 
not the same thing. 

Finally, CPE encounters an important limitation in the relationships that are indis­
pensable to learning in CPE. Students, supervisors, patients, and staff all have their 
limitations; that reality of such education is that the more authentically these per­
sons meet each other, the more likely one is to encounter some of the needs, the 
rough edges, the limits, and the blind spots of the very persons who are supposed to 
be providing the educational experience. One is really dependent upon other persons, 
yet these other persons cannot meet all of the real learning needs that one brings 
to the situation. Within this world there is only one solution to this problem, aside 
from accepting the fact that the people who help us the most will also leave some last­
ing scars: to hold to the fantasy that there are perfect fathers and mothers, brothers 
and sisters, and selves somewhere in the world, if we can only find them. 

CONSTRUCTIVE APPROACHES TO CPE FOR EVANGELICALS 

How can evangelical students constructively approach CPE? As I see it, there is only 
one basic principle -- be true to yourself. For it is oneself that God has called to 
the ministry and that God is preparing to serve others. By being true to oneself, I 
do not mean being rigid, inflexibly principled, unable to discern the Spirit among the 
many spirits of the learning context, and hence unwilling to learn. Rather, I mean 
honoring and cherishing one's feelings, intuitions, purposes, commitments, and objec­
tions. If one has objections to CPE, respect them and let them be known, so that they 
may be taken seriously. If one senses that CPE is threatening some cherished beliefs, 
talk about it. If one dislikes o'r fears learning to listen, say so and work with others 
on the problem. This is not easy, and it is Qnly after some risk-taking and sometimes 
some pain that students learn that talking things over often resolves these problems 
better than stewing about them alone. Likewise, if one is having some difficulties 
with the supervisor, l.et the supervisor know. Certainly it is not easy for some stu-. 
dents to disagree with the supervisor, but for others it may be harder to express their 
admiration and warmth. In CPE one discovers all kinds of things about oneself that 
one would rather not learn; one can be true to oneself only by acknowledging both the 
reluctance to admit who we are and the undesired truth. Obviously, the cliche -- be 
true to oneself -- is unexpectedly complex. 

In addition, take the long view. When God works for good for those who love the Lord, 
we do not always immediately perceive or understand that good. Perhaps the good that 
God is doing does not become visible for some time. Moreover, God may bring many 
good things out of something as we are ready. Suppose, for e~ample, that a student 
wants to communicate the saving Word, but that CPE asks him/her to listen. It may 
~ake some processing, some time, before one learns how respect for the dynamics one 
hears about dovetails with the commision to preach. Many things will happen in. 
CPE that one will not understand or appreciate until later. 

To the best of my knowledge there are no real alternatives to CPE. For every field 
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leading to some kind of clinical or deeply interpersonal practice, supervision is an 
essential means of producing competent practitioners. 

Although CPE grew out of liberal Christianity, it is still very valuable for evangeli­
cals. Through such experiences as CPE, evangelicals who reduce their understanding 
of ministry to communication of the gospel can broaden their concept of ministry and 
learn some things that will eventually help in the communication of the gospel. For 
evangelical Christianity also has its hospitalized believers; its persons whose faith 
is under stress owing to the circumstances of life; its persons whose spiritual need 
is not to hear the gospel of forgiveness in the narrow sense, but to experience the 
fellowship of believers as they wrestie with some other problems, perhaps impatience, 
negative feelings, or whatever; its renewed struggle with the meaning of suffering; 
its need to cope with the loss of valued members. In my judgment if there were no CPE, 
evangelical Christianity would eventually need to develop something like it. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS & RENEWALS 

This is the last mailing of Themelios and N&R for the '78-'79 schoolyear. Our next 
publication will be mailed in October. 
If your subsciption expires with this issue, you will find a card enclosed advising 
you. Please use the peel-off address label from the envelope so our computer can 
correctly credit you. 
Address changes for anyone (renewal or not) can best be handled if you include the 
peel-off label. Thank you for your cooperation. 

FEEDBACK NEEDED!!! 

While your $5. 00 each year indicates some appreciation for 'J.'hemelios and N&R., the 
editors request feedback. All of the major changes in TSF publications and in 
ministry have taken place because of student input. Please take a few minutes to 
complete the enclosed questionaire and mail it in to the Editor. In return for your 
cooperation you will be given two TSF bibliographies of your choice -- in addition to 
an organization that is more tailored to meet your needs. I cannot overemphasize 
how crucial this interaction is. Your comments and thoughts are extremely valuable 
to us. Share with us in the ministry of TSF by sending the completed form to me soon. 
Thanks. 

COMMENTS FROM THE EDITOR 

... EUROPEAN CONFERENCES 
As this issue of N&R goes to the printer, I will be attending the meetings of two con­
ferences for theological students in Europe. In England, the themes of creation and 
eschatology will receive input from resource persons including John Wenham and Donald 
Guthrie. Under the sponsorship of HOKHMA in Europe (a TSF paralleled movement), a 
five day conference in Brussels will include students from neighboring Switzerland, 
Germany and France. (see notes on topics in March N&R.) This should a1so provide 
me with opportunities to exchange ideas with those involved with ministry to theo-
logy and religious studies students. I'll report in October on this venture. 
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.. :KARL BARTH SOCIETY 

The Eastern Regional meeting of the Karl Barth Society will be meeting from June 8-9 in 
New York City to consider the theme of "The Christological Promise and Limit in Cul­
tural Pluralism" with papers by Robert Jensen, Esther Stine and William Werpehowski. 
The meeting will be at the Inter-Church center, beginning 10:00 a.m. Friday, June 8 
and ending at noon on Saturday, June 9. Costs, including lodging, will run about 
$20.00 and reservations may be made through Dr. Edward Huenemann, Room 1260, Inter­
church center, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, New York 10027. Phone (212) 870-2980 . 

. . . SUMMER PROGRAMS 

Some excellent summer programs are being offered all over the continent. Special con­
sideration should be given to the Urban Training Insitute in New Orleans. Resource peo­
ple include John Perkins and Len Tucker (Voice of Calvary), Bud Ipema (Chicago's SCUPE), 
Dale Brown and Robert Linden. (Obtain information from Clinton Stockwell, 1619 Prytania 
St., New Orleans, LA 70130). 

Berkeley's New College is at it again with a superb summer lineup. Both Ron Sider and 
Clark Pinnock are teaching during the July 23-August 10 session. (Obtain information 
from 2407 Dana St., Berkeley, CA 94704). 

At Regent College, John Stott and Leon Morris are among thirteen faculty members at the 
two summer sessions. (Information can be received from Regent College, 2130 Wesbrook 
Mall, Vancouver, BC V6T 1W6 Canada) . 

. ICBI STATE:MENT 

In the enclosed issue of 'J'hemelios the recent statement hy the International Council on 
Biblical Inerrancy has been included. We are offering here a response to that statement. 
You will ·•also notice in the Book Review section (this issue) a review by Stan Gundry 
of a recently released book (edited by James Boice) called Foundations of Biblical 
Authority. Also available from TSF Research is an article on this topic by Clark Pin-­
nock. The following is a letter written by Clark· Pinnock to a Council member in'res­
ponse to his request for comments on the Statement. 

Thank you for sending me a copy of the 'Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy', 
and for inviting my response to it. I agree completely that the authority of the Bible 
is a key issue for the Christian faith in every generation, and should be received as 
the written and authoritative Word of God, just as the document eloquently insists. 
Let me offer a few additional points that come to mind as I have read and studied it. 

First, I did appreciate an evident willingness to concede a good many qualifications 
and reservations which must be observed in any responsible use of the term 'biblical 
inerrancy'. In article XIII, for example, and in the theological discussion on p. 9 
as well as elsewhere, the statement limits the application and relevence of inerrancy 
considerably, refusing to admit as proof of errancy such phenomena as grammatical 
slips, chronological imprecision, and goes so far as to say that such items, because 
they were conventional and acceptible in the time when written, are not to offend the 
modern reader. The document also limits inerrancy to the autographic text of the ori­
ginal scriptures as is commonly done today. All this I commend and welcome, and see 
in it the willingness to take the humanity of Scripture with due seriousness. It also 
marks the document as neo-evangelical rather than fundamentalist in tone. 

Second, in view of this critical openness, I was surprised to encounter so many cases 
where language is used to suggest a more total and complete inerrancy than these con­
cessions suggest, where the phrasing supports a more unlimited concept of inerrancy 
than the evidence I cited would require, For example, in the "Short Statement", we 
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read that Scripture is infallible (is this equivalent to inerrancy?) in all matters 
on which it 'touches', and its authority would be inescapably impaired if its 'total 
inerrancy' were in any way limited. Now it seems to me we have here two approaches 
to inerrancy. The first approach correctly limits inerrancy, and the second contin­
ues to use inflated language to describe it. If, as I assume, the group agreed ful­
ly with both sets of affirmations, then I must ask whether what seem to me overstate­
ments should be allowed to stand without qualification. According to the qualifica­
tions registered, is Scripture actually inerrant 'on all matters' as both articles 
IX and XI state? And does it have the 'quality of being free from all falsehood or 
mistake'? (p. 9) Not it would seem according to the document itself. In my opinion 
the document, after accepting a modest and limited concept of inerrancy, continues 
to employ rhetorical language which is not fully coherent in this context. It is 
also less than fully reflective on the implications of relating inerrancy to the 
autographs of Scripture and not the copies, as the Lutheran scholastics did (contra 
article XVI): why not state the fact that people have only errant Bibles to read 
from, and that God will certainly use it as His Word in their hearing? One reason 
that comes to mind why such points are not made is because the rhetorical element 
in the advocacy of biblical inerrancy wishes to ignore such implications. 

Third, the document testifies to a 'growing appreciation' of the doctrine of bib­
lical inerrancy (p. 1). Having read the document, and written a few pages on the 
subject myself, I cannot comprehend why the appreciation would be growing. Sure­
ly, you can understand why many people have been having the opposite feeling, 
and increasing disenchantment with the term. Most of the reasons are found right 
in the document itself after all. Let me list a few of them again: 1. Why is 
inerrancy such a good term when it has to be qualified so drastically? 2. Why 
is inerrancy so important as a theological term (article XIII) when it occurs 
in no Protestant confession of faith? 3. Inerrancy may be 'grounded' in Scripture 
through a process of deduction (article XV), but in the sense used here (quali-
fied and limited to the autographs) it is surely not taught in it as such. I 
cannot comprehend why the framers of the document, in the light of such factors, 
seem so incapable of understanding why there are evangelicals who are not com­
fortable with the term and why they find it necessary to impugn their theological 
soundness by speaking of 'lapses' and 'thoughtlessness' in their cases. Might it 
not be that the document itself betrays a certain amount of thoughtlessness. 

In closing, of course I am glad that the statement is offered in a spirit not of 
contention, but of humility and love (p. 1). This has often not been the spirit 
of the inerrancy defenders, something which has always disturbed me, as one who 
admits his own guilt in the matter at times. I have no doubt that the document 
states a viable form of evangelical theology, and one with which I am in close 
agreement. But I still make my plea, on the basis of what I have read in the 
statement itself, that defenders of inerrancy stop and desist from putting down 
faithful biblical Christians who think a little differently on these matters as 
if they were cancer in the body of Christ. Of course this document does not use 
such crass language, but it will be warmly welcomed by those who see things just 
that way. 

Again, thank you for sending me the document and giving me opportunity to respond. 
Let me hear from you too. 

Your brother in Christ, 

Clark H. Pinnock 
Professor of Systematic Theology 

Copies of the corrrplete ICBI Statement are available from: P.O. Box 13261, Oakland, CA 946t 
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;od Incarnate, Young continues to re- with the Russian and English text! 
,ark theological concepts within a lib- (New York: Harper & Row) 6lpp. cloth 
,ral framework. (Philadelphia: West- $6.95, paper $2.95. 
1inster) 150 pp. $4.95. 

Jiles, Ma11rice, The Remaking of cm,Is­
;ian Docti•ine is also by a contributor 
>f The Myth of God Incar,cate. ,liles 
:hallenges traditional concepts of God, 
:he person and work of Christ, grace, 
:he Holy Spirit and the resurrection. 
Jiles aligns himself with modern revi­
;ionists. (Philadelphia: Westminster) 
l50 pp. $5.95. 

;affin, Richard B., Jr., The Central­
'.ty of the Resurrection is subtitled 
'A Study in Paul's Soteriology." Wri­
:ing from a reformed tradition, Gaffin 
;elects passages throughout Pauline 
~('rks and discusses the resurrection 
>f Jesus as it relates to the believer 
Ln one's earthly life and in the escha­
:on. (Grand Rapids: Baker) 155 pp. 
)4. 95. 

Chielicke, Helmut, The Faith Letters 
Ls a collection of brilliant interac­
:ions for skeptics and thoughtful be­
lievers. Those who have heard Thie­
Licke know he is at his best in ques­
:ion/answer/dialogue settings. Issues 
1e1·e include science and belief, crea­
:ion, historicity questions about Je­
ms, suffering, world rel" gions, for-­
~iveness, prayer and many others. 
(Waco: Word) 194 pp. $7.95. 

;aylin, Willard M.D., Feelings: Our 
!ital Signs eJ:amines various emotions 
ind our responses to them. The three 
;ections include "Signals for Survi­
val: Serving Self & Group" (anxiety, 
5uilt, shame, pride); "Caution Signals: 
I'he Center Is Not Holding" (feeling up-
3et, tired, bored, envious, used); 
md "Signals of Success: Reaching Out 
md Moving Up" (feeling touched, hurt, 
noved, good). This volume is lay or­
iented and basic -- helpful to those 
Nho desire to grow toward a more com­
plete understanding of humanness. 
(New York: Harper & Row) 254pp., $10. 

Mells, David E., ~he Search for Jal­
Jation is in the IVP series Issues in 
7ontemporary Theology (Marshall, ed.) 
Hells examines various schools of 
thought (conservative, nee-orthodox, 

Thomas, P.H. Griffith, The Principles 
of Theology: An Introduction to the 
Thirty-Nine Articles (with an intro-
due tion by J. I. Packer) . An Anglican 
presentation originally released in 
1930, this volume was published six 
years after Thomas' death. This re­
print is in the Canterbury Book series 
which is reprinting and initiating con­
tributions to Episcopal and Anglican 
traditions. In many ways; The Prin­
ciples of Theology is the best theo­
logical, historical, exegetical and 
confessional presentation coming from 
400 years of the Anglican church. 
(Grand Rapids: Baker) 548 pp. $8.95. 

BOOK SPECIALS 

A History of the Criticism of the Acts 
of the Apostles by W. Ward Gasque 
(Eerdmans). Originally published as 
No. 17 in the Series Beitr~ge zur Ges­
chichte der biblischen Exegese by 
Mohr (Tllbingen). Gasque surveys the 
critical studies devoted to Acts. Fol­
lowing sections on pre-critical wri­
tings and the work and responses re­
lative to Baur and the Tllbingen 
School, Gasque focuses on the nine­
teenth and twentieth centuries. This 
is a technical work which is inval­
uable to the serious NT student. Pub­
lished at $20, we have 15 slightly 
shelf-worn copies available at $10 
plus 75¢ for postage and handling. 
Order from TSF Research. 

The New Testament and Criticism by 
George E. Ladd (Eerdmans, 1967). 
This is the best basic book on text­
ual, linguistic, literary, form, his­
torical and comparative religious cri­
ticism. The opening chapter "How is 
the Bible the Word of God?" is ex­
cellent. William Barclay wrote "This 
is a magnificent book. It should be 
in the hands of every student." The 
regular price for this paperback is 
$2.95. We are offering a special 
price of $1.50 plus 50¢ postage and 
handling. There are 24 copies· avail­
able. Ord"r ·from TSF· Research. 
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NOTABLE PERIODICALS 

TSF ir,embers should be aware of sev­
eral periodicals which although not 
of evangelical persuasion, are valu­
able sources of nurture, understan­
ding and vision. 

The Christian Century is the front­
runner "ecumenical weekly" which in­
cludes James Wall, Martin Marty, Sew­
ard Hiltner & Michael Novak on its 
masthead. Published (almost) weekly, 
Christian Century includes edJ tori·-­
als, news, articles, book reviews 
and Marty's regular column. Recent 
articles include "How Women Clergy 
are Changing the Church" (2/7), "Salt 
II and the Survival of Liberty" 
(2/21), a report on the wee (2/21), 
a Marty article on cults (2/28), Tra­
vel reports on Cuba & Vietnam (2/28), 
an assessment of the Southern Bap­
tist Peacemaking Conv~cation (3/14), 
and a wo

0

rthwhile article on what 
evangelicals can gain from liberal 
theology (3/21). Although CC inc­
reasingly gives a fair shake to 
books by evangelicals, there is def­
initely room for i~provement with 
rev;ews and articles. That cri­
ticism is minor, however, when one 
sees that CC offers the best con­
tact with the overall church scene. 
($15/1 year, $25/2 years) Write 
to 407 S. Dearborn St., Chicago, IL 
60605. 

Christianity and Crisis, publish0d 
(almost) bi-weekly, originally be-
gan as an alternative to the pacifist 
Christian Centu.ry (1940) -- specifi-­
cally in response to Nazi Germany. 
"Christian realism," a stance best 
developed by founding editor Reinhold 
Niebuhr, broke from liberalism, clas­
sical orthodoxy and from naive escap­
ist views of isolationism and paci­
fism. ~iebuhr more openly expressed 
many of his more radical opinions in 
Radical Religion while C & C drew 
a more moderate constituency with 
concerns for human rights, an under­
standing of power for evil or good 
and a call for action. C & C still 
operates basically with Niebuhrian 
worldview. Articles in 1 78 inclu_d-
ed Richard Barnet on power (11/27), 
Robert Bellah on "The Role of Preach­
ing in a Corrupt Republic (12/25), 
Gutierrez on Puebla preparations (9/18) 
plus articles on disarmRment, solar 
energy, the toy industry, various for­
eign relations issues, the wee, unem­
ployment, etc. The February 5 issue 
contained the timely article "Faith, 
Science, Ideology and the Nuclear Deci­
sion." "The Church and Politics in 
Three Asian Nations: Korea, Taiwan, 
and the Philipines" appeared on Feb­
ruary 19. The best overview of Puebla 
by Cox (Harvard) and Faith Sand (Ful~ 
ler) was included March 18. Editors 
include Robert McAfee Brown, Harvey 



Cox, Rosemary Ruether and William 
Stringfellow. C & C is a needed 
strong prophetic voice for the church. 
(the $12/year rate is discounted for 
students to $6/year). Write to 537 W. 
121st St., New York, New York, 10027. 

Worldview, published by The Council 
on Religion and International Affairs 
focuses on public policy (especially 
international affairs) and the appli­
cable ethics. "It was mandated to 
work toward ending the barbarity of 
war, to encourage international coop­
eration, and to promote justice" by 
discussing politics as viewed by eth­
ics and religion. I'm impressed. 
Weir writes on "What Revolution Is -­
and Is Not"; Jacqueney on Buthelezi 
and a non-violent opposition to South 
African apartheid; an upcoming article 
by Neuhaus on Pannenberg's call for 
the U.S. to live up to its special 
responsibilities; a report on the 
Faith and Order Commission of the wee 
(in Bangalore, India) by Pannenberg; 
Neuhaus on Teng. They also feature 
book reviews, brief "excursis" com­
ments on issues by notables and sig- . 
nificant correspondence with readers. 
($12/yr or $20/2 yrs.) Write to Sub­
scription Dept., P.O. Box 986, Farm­
ingdale, NY 11735. 

One periodical which does not have 
much in common with the three preceed­
ing is VineLife. From the premiere 
issue, (March, '79) one sees that con­
tribu~ors are well known within the 
conservative mainstream of evangeli­
calism. Larry Richards writes on 
leadership, articles by Earl Radmacher 
and Peter Wagner concern church growth 
and James Kennedy deals with evangel? 
ism. Editors Critz and Jensen (the 
new President of Campus Crusades 
School of Theology) state the goal as 
"equipping" -- with pastors as the 
audience. ($10/yr). Write to P.O. 
Box 27, King of Prussia, PA 19406. 

NOTEWORTHY ARTICLES 

"Row I Have Changed My Mind" by 
Michael Novak in New Oxford Review 
(October, 1978). 

"The Idea of Sacrament" by Thomas T. 
Howard in The Reformed Journal (Feb­
ruary, 1979)°. 

"Imagination, Rites, and Mystery: 
Why did Christ Institute Sacraments?" 
by Thomas T. Howard in The Reformed 
Journal (March, 1979). 

"God's Errand Boy" (on F.B. Meyer) 
by J.D. Douglas in Christianity To­
day (March 23, 1979). 

"Christianity's Masculine Orientation'' 
(concerning influences on church tra­
ditions) by Elaine Pagels in New Ox­
ford Review (March, 1979). 

The Sojourners (February, ·1979) issue 
has several excellent articles on dis­
armament and resistance. 

"Ancient Heresies and A Strange Greek 
Verb" by Catherine C. Kroeger in The 
Reformed Journal. This article deals 
with authentein in the I Timothy 2: 
8-15 passage. (March, 1979) 

The Other Side (February 1979) issue 
contains several articles on Prisons 
and alternatives. 
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NOTEWORTHY REVIEWS 

Ethical Reflections: Essays on Mo­
ral Themes by Henry Stab. Reviewed 
by Stanley Hauerwas, Professor of 
Theology at the University of Notre 
Dame in The Reformed Journal (March, 
1979). 

The Last Things by George E. Ladd. 
Reviewed by Bruce Demarest, Asso­
ciate Professor of Systematic The­
ology at Conservative Baptist Sem­
inary in Eternity (March, 1979). 

God, History and Historians: An 
Anthology of Modern Christian Views 
of History edited by C.T. McIntire. 
Reviewed by Mark A. Noll, fellow 
of a National Endowment for the 
Humanities program at Northwestern 
University in Eternity (March, 1979) 

The Grammar of Faith by Paul Hol­
mer. Reviewed by Donald G. Bloesch 
Professor of Theology at University 
of Dubuque Theological Seminary 
in Eternity (March, 1979). 



R E V I E W S 

rsraeUte and Judaean History Fdited 
iY John H. Hayes and d. Maxwell Miller. 
:westminster Press, 1977) xxxi + 736 pp 
125. 00. • 
teviewed by Meredith G. Kline, Profes­
,or of Old Testament at Gordon-Conwell 
Cheological Seminary. 

~ourteen scholars contributed to this 
rolume, three of the eleven chapters 
,eing co-authored. That would be too 
nany cooks for the broth if what were 
,eing served up were simply another 
1istory of Israel. But the objective 
vas rather to produce a handbook for 
the study of Judah and Israel. Along 
vith the interpretive retelling of 
the events, the editors had in mind 
two major purposes. One was to sur­
rey the documentary and archaeological 
~vidence available for each period. 
\ second was to review the issues that 
1ave been prominent in the course of 
)ast investigations, with emphasis on 
the assessment of current opinion. 
rhese two purposes (together with a 
3trongly skeptical bent) so dominate 
the first half of the volume that the 
reader will not detect much of a story­
line until he reaches the treatment 
)f the monarchy. 

rhe primary value of the book resides 
in these peculiarly handbook features, 
including the extensive specialized bib­
liographies at the beginning of every 
sub-section. This kind of. commodity 
1as a rapid rate of depreciation. For 
example, the comment has already ap­
peared that W. G. Dever's excellent 
updating of the archaeological pic-
ture of Palestine in the second mil­
lennium B.C. (chapter two) is pre-
1<:bla. 

Though it is understandable that the 
)roduction of a handbook should be 
committed to a team of specialists in 
the several historical periods rather 
than being attempted by one person, 
a resultant disadvantage is that not a 
little repetition is encountered. This 
is most conspicuous in the surveys of 
recent scholarly discussion. Repeti­
tion could hardly be avoided in this 
area since various critical hypotheses 
-- for instance, the notion of a Deu­
teronomistic history -- may encompass 
1 stretch of history that is covered 
in two or more chapters. An opening 
chapter devoted to a general account 
of previous research on the subject 
increases the repetitiousness in this 
regard. 

by identifying four major methodologi­
cal approaches -- not necessarily mu­
tually exclusive, indicating that 
three of these are used in varying de­
grees in the following chapters: 
(1) The archaeological approach, asso­
ciated especially with the W. F. Al­
bright school, tends to credit the Old 
Testament with a fair degree of general 
reliability and employs literary and 
artifactual archaeological evidence 
"as a control against the unnecessary 

·dependency upon literary, philosophical, 
or fundamentalist hypotheses" (p. 66). 

(2) The traditio-historical approach, 
closely associated with A. Alt, M. Noth, 
and G. von Rad, working with supposed­
ly independent thematic units in the 
biblical tradition theorizes about 
their origin and development and tends 
to find minimal historical substance 
in the biblical narratives as we have 
them. (3) The sociological approach 
interprets Israel, particularly its 
early history, in terms of the socio­
economic phenomena of the ancient 
Near Eastern world. The other approach, 
which involves belief in the supernat­
ural origin of the Bible, Hayes calls 
the orthodox or traditional view, ac­
knowledging that in the present volume 
practically no attention is paid to it 
"since it does not assume that one has 
to reconstruct the history of Israel" 
(p. 66). 

OLD TESTAMENT 

to those who are after the realities 
of biblical history. A symptomatic 
example of the far leftist sympathies 
of the enterprise is the assignment of 
the Joseph and Moses narratives (chap­
ter three) to T. L. Thompson (and co­
author Dorothy Irvin), who, al;ng with 
J. Van Seters, champions the current 
radical extreme in studies of the 
patriarchal era. The spectacle of 
their reactionary reversion to a Well­
hausen-like viewpoint leaves many even 
among the reconstructionists incredu­
lous. Although some criticism of the 
Thompson-Van Seters position is sug­
gested by other writers in this hand­
book, overall the reconstructionism ad­
vocated throughout amounts to a massive 
and drastic rewriting of the Biblical 
record. 

The international team of contributors 
-- American, British, European, and 
Israeli -- represent various religious 
traditions. More pointedly, the stance 
of this historiography is not distinc­
tively Christian. Even though the his­
tory is carried through the first Jew­
ish revolt against Rome in the first 
century A.D., little more than passing 
notice is given to Jesus, the Christ. 
It is acknowledged tr.at millions would 
claim that Jesus belongs to the world 
as well as to Judean history but any 
obligation to assess that cl;im is 
disavowed, The author alleges that 

Talk of critical reconstruction in this that "is not a matter for the histor­
context is a positive sounding equiva·· ian" (p. 643). What an exercise in fu­
lent of biblical destruction, for the tility he thereby condemns himself to 
reconstruction in view begins by tear- -- he may investigate assiduously and 
ing down the foundational structures relate exhaustively the intricacies of 
provided in the Bible in order to re- the intrigues of the family of Herod 
do the whole thing along totally dif- but he may not address the all-impor-
ferent lines. Here or there a reused taut idea that Jesus is the key to the 
stone of timber from the old edifice historical mystery of Israel! Of 
might still be recognizable but the re- course, judgment actually is passed 
construction bears no resemblance to on the claims of'Jesus in the very pro-
the original structure as such. If we cess of reconstructing the story of 
who confess the divine authority of the historical existence of Judah-
Scripture are not interested in recon- Israel in such a way that Jesus does 
struction (of that sort) we are neverthe-not fjgure significantly in it. To 
less interested in construction (sound engage in such reconstruction is to 
building that proceeds on the basis of substitute an anti-Christian myth for 
the perfectly solid biblical founda- the history of redemption revealed in 
tions). We, therefore, welcome all the the Bible. 
interpretive light and supplementary in-
formation that archaeological, literary 
or social studies, or any other histori-
cal disciplines might afford. And we 
appreciate the contributions that can 
be made at points by specialists in 
these fields even when their own total 
approach is critically reconstructive. 

Unfortunately, chapter after chapter 
In that first chapter -- in itself one of the volume under review is charac­
of the most interesting and useful chap- terized by negative criticism of a 
ters in the book -- editor Hayes pre- more extreme type. Much of what is 
sents a historical overview of treat- propounded is so thoroughly a part of 
nents of Israelite and Judaean history that.'fictional world the subjectivis­
)Utside the Bible itself from the Hel- tic reconstructionists have created 
lenistic Age to the present. He closes for themselves that it is of little use 

-11-



Rocks, Relics and Biblical Reliability 
by Clifford A. Wilson. (Zondervan/ 
Probe Ministries, 1977). 140 pp. $3.95. 

Biblical Criticism: Historical, Liter­
ary, and Textual by R.K. Harrison, B. 
Waltke, D. Guthrie, and G. Fee. (Zon­
dervan, 1978). 183 pp. $3.95. 

Reviewed by Robert L. Hubbard Jr., 
Assistant Professor of Old Testament 
at Conservative Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Denver and Associate Edi­
tor of TSF Nfl.Ws & Reviews. 

These weaknesses notwithstanding, this 
book is a handy resource when used 
carefully and in consultation with o­
ther more substantial sources. 

The paperback by Harrison et al, part 
of the "Contemporary Evangelical Pers­
pectives" series, has a unifying theme: 
the evangelical student may legitimate­
ly use critical methods in Bible study. 
More specifically, the essayists stress 
that the devout application of reason 
will yield the best understanding of 
the text. On the whole, the book sup­
ports that thesis. The essays are , 
well-written, supplemen-ted by good bib­
liographies but not encumbered by ex­
tensive footnotes. Some parts -- the 

BIBLICAL CRITICISM 

a use of criticism that gives full 
weight to the Bible's inspiration anc 
authority. 

The closing chapter by Fee is the cot 
terpart to that of Waltke, a survey 
of the methods and sources of NT tex1 
ual criticism. His review of textua] 
criticism up to the present paints ar 
illuminating backdrop to the specific 
method which he favors. Such a "dry' 
subject is not without significance, 
in Fee's view: he illustrates how 
one's selection of a certain textual 
variant may determine his interpreta· 
tion of a specific text by citing se-s 
eral NT examples. 

Both these handy paperbacks share a com­
mon aim, namely, ·.to argue for the auth­
enticity and reliability of the Bible. 
Both present an evangelical response to 
the recent influence of "higher criti-' 
cism" of which evangelical 1miversity 
students are all too aware, 

section on OT textual criticism parti- The student will find this book to b, 
cularly -- require some pondering for of great value as a handy resource t, 
understanding. A fine index enhances consult when confronted with problem1 
the usefulness of the book for refer- of modern scholarship. Its positive 
ence. approach to the practice of criticisr 

Wilson provides a handy, readable sur-- is to be applauded. 
vey of archeological evidence in sup-· The first essay by Harrison is an appeal 
port of the Bible's reliability. After for and defense of a sound methodology 
introducing the reader to the science of "htstod.c.al criticism" (i.e., the 
of archeology and repeating the fa- study of the history reported in the 
mous caution that science does not Bible) and "literary criticism" (the 
"prove" the Bible, the author summar- study of the origin of the Bible in wri-
izes the archeological evidence appli- ting). His survey of the "assured re-
cable to specific eras in Biblical his- sults" of modern criticism exposes its 
tory from both Old and New Testaments. unwarranted a priori methodology, i.e., 
Footnotes are kept to a minimum and re- its rootage in a scholar's unfounded 
legated to the back of the book. A some-preconceptions. Harrison calls for an 
what limited list of "further reading" a posteriori method, i.e., one which, 
is given. A two-page response by R.K. illumined by comparative Near Eastern 
Harrison rounds out the book. There materials, lets the Bible itself deter-
is no bihliography or index. mine the results of inquiry. Although 

much of this chapter will sound famili­
ar to those acquainted with Harrison's 
massive OT introduction. the chapter 

The value of this book is its handiness. 
It covers the most important archeolo­
gical evidence bearing on the Bible. 
The chronological format allows the 
reader to use the book as a handy ref­
erence for background on specific eras. 
The many illustrations included give the 
reader a helpful glimpse of the famous 
artifacts about which the author com­
ments. The book closely follows the 
positive approach of "the Albright 
school." 

is a valuable summary of the basic· is­
sues dealt with there. 

Waltke's survey of textual criticsm 
and the Old Testament is excellent. 
He reviews the history of both the He­
brew text and the versions, assessing 
the relative value of each for text­
ual criticism. While he opts for 
the primacy of the Hebrew text over 

Several weaknesses may be noted. Though the versions as a "first principle" 
helpful, the chapter on the Dead Sea (p. 78), his survey of the Hebrew re­
Scrolls might have dealt more with how censions leaves me with some doubt as 
those texts illuminate the NT and less to which one he prefers. Nevertheless, 
on answering long-discredited theories. the author has concisely summarized 
The author also might have supplemen- complex questions and provided very 
ted his excellent survey of the archeo- useful historical background to them. 
logical background of NT words with evi-
dence touching on Jesus' life or Paul's As regards historical and literary 
journeys. The author's report of a criticism of the New Testament, Guth-
creation text at Ebla akin to Genesis 1 rie's essay, like that of Harrison, 
is sensational and needs documentation provides a comprehensive overview of 
and explanation. The student should al- recent trends in scholarship as back­
so beware of the misleading impression ground to his assessment of historical 
created that the "Albright school" and literary criticism. The student 
shares the author's view that Moses will find his treatment of specific is-
wrote the Pentateuch. One historical sues (the Bultmannian school, for exam-
inaccuracy: Nebuchadnezzar defeated ple) helpful. His critique of the re-
the Egyptic::ns at Carchemish in 605 B. C. cent methods of criticism, though brief, 
not the Assyrians as Wilson says (p. 94). is excellent. He closes by calling for 
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he Foundation of Biblical Authority 
dited by James Montgomery Boice. 
Zondervan, 1978) 178 pp. $3.95. 
eviewed by Stanley N. Gundry, Profes­
or of Theology at Moody Bible Insti­
ute.and past president of Evangelical 
heological Society. 

'his volume, produced under the aus­
>ices of the International Council on 
liblical Inerrancy, in a preliminary 
ianner addresses the points at issue 
.n the current debate among evangel­
.cals over the inerrancy of scrip­
:ure. The declared purpose of the 
:BCI is "the defense and application 
,f the doctrine of biblical inerran­
:y as an essential element for the 
.uthority of Scripture and a neces­
:ity for the health of the church. 11 

Ibis book is significant for its re­
'lection of the ICBI position and the 
hinking of leading evangelical in­
,rrantists. While insisting on the 
.mportance of a properly stated doc­
rine of inerrancy, the book's tone 
.s irenic. The authors appeal toe­
·angelicals questioning inerrancy to 
·econsider the issues, 'but they indi--: 
ate their readiness to continue to 
·ark hand in hand with them in com-
ton causes. (As a participant in the 
1ctoher 1978 Summit Conference of 
CBI, I can testify that this was the 
revailing attitude there too.) 

n Chapter I John Gerstner effective-
y argues that the church's historic 
osition has been to affirm full bib­
ical authority, including either an 
mplicit or explicit affirmation of in­
rrancy. Although the historic posi­
ion of the church does not in itself 
rove what the present position should 
e, both sides in this dis_cussion are 
nxious to have their positions bathed 
n the aura of antiquity. For what 
t's worth, it seems to me the weight 
f historical precedent is with the in­
rrantists. In another chapter Glea-
on Archer recites the usual, but 
.onetheless impressive, evidences of 
he Bible's witness to its own iner­
ancy. R.C. Sproul rejects Bernard 
amm's charge that inerrantists make 
nerrancy the essence of Christianity, 
ut goes on to argue the.t sola scrip­
ura is essential to evangelicalism 
nd that limited inerrancy is incon­
istent with sola scriptura. Jnmes 
loice insists that strong biblical 
,reaching in the pulpit suffers to 
:he extent that one departs from in­
,rrancy and full biblical authority. 
:n the final chapter Kenneth Kantzer 
risely proposes guidelines for an ef­
'ective evangelical strategy for ac­
:ion on the m~tter of inerrancy. 

'or its insight, balance, and candor, 
rames I. Packer's "Encountering Pre­
:ent-Day Views of Scripture" is the 

most impressive chapter in the book. 
The major portion of the material is 
given over to an astute overview and 
analysis of Liberal, Neo-Orthodox, and 
Roman Catholic views of scripture. But 
the last three and one-half pages, 
brief though they are, are especially 
significant for their bearing on the 
inerrancy question among evangelicals. 

On the one hand, he argues that in­
errancy is important because it means 
"we may not 1) deny, disregard, or ar­
bitrarily relativize anything that bib­
lical writers teach, nor 2) discount 
any of the practical implications for 
worship and service that their teach­
ing carries, nor 3) cut the knot of 
any problem of Bible harmony, factual 
or theological, by allowing ourselves 
to assuMe that the inspired authors 
were not necessarily consistent with 
themselves or with each other. It is 
because the word inerrant makes these 
methodological points about handling 
the Bible, ruling out in advance the 
use of mental procedures that can only 
lead to reduced and distorted versions 
of Christianity, that it is so valu­
able .... " Inerrancy "keeps us from 
straying out of bounds at the behest 
of unruly rationalistic instincts." 

On the other hand Packer recognizes 
the need for qualifications and cau­
tions. He warns against treating "all 
narrative and predictive passages in 
Scripture as if they were written ac­
cording to the conventions that would 
apply to ordinary English prose used 
today for these purposes, rather than 
the conventions of their own age and 
literary genre .... It does not follow 
that because Scripture records matters 
of fact, therefore it does so in what 
we should call matter-of-fact language. 
We have to realize that conf.ession of 
inerrancy, .. implies nothing at all a­
bout the literary character of partic­
ular passages. The style and sense of 
each passage must be determined induc­
tively in each case, by getting to know 
its language, history, and cultural 
background and by at.tending to its own 
internal characteristics." 

However, in spite of the apparent in­
tentions, strengths, and general bal­
ance of this volume, it is not the 
last word on the subject. Not one of 
tlw authors sufficiently addresses the 
problem of the definition of inerrancy. 
Even among staunch inerrantists asso­
ciated with the ICBI Summit of October 
1978, there was no agreement on a com­
mon, univocal meaning of inerrancy. 
Nor was there agreeement on the nature 
and number of qualifications that 
should be appended to indicate more 
precisely the proper implications of 
the concept. This raises the possib-· 
ility that with some inerrantists the 
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THEOLOGY 

term has become more of a shibboleth 
than a carefully developed theologi­
cal concept. Indeed, it raises the 
possibility that some who reject the 
term "inerrancy" because of problems 
of definition may be in practical and 
substantial agreement with many iner­
rantists on the truth, intention and 
authority of scripture. 

There are related problems hardly even 
hinted at in this volume. All respon­
sible inerrantists admit that it is 
the author's intended meaning that is 
without error. But once that legiti-· 
mate and necessary principle is admit­
ted, a host of other problems begs for 
answers. Is there a single concurrent 
divine-human authorial intention in 
scripture, or the possibility of double 
authorial intention, one human (and 
possibly errant) and the other divine 
(and hence inerrant)? If recognition 
of authorial intention is necessary to 
the proper perception of inerrancy, how 
round can a round number be and be in­
errant? If phenomenological language 
or the language of appearances is ad­
missible, what is the dividing line be­
tween errancy and inerrancy? If appar­
ent errors in recorded speeches in 
scripture can be dismissed as inerrant 
records of errant speeches, how may the 
reader know which speeches, or parts 
of speeches, come to him with absolute 
binding authority? If it is admitted 
that the Bible is a piece of litera-. 
ture containing a variety of figura­
tive language and literary genre, then 
on the basis of authorial intention can 
an inerrantist admit the possibility 
of pseudonymous literature in scrip­
ture? If not, why not? Can it be 
argued that fictional elements, mixed 
with historical facts, are consistent 
with the inerrancy of the author's in­
tention if the fictional elements serve 
the author's theological purpose? Just 
what does inerrancy of the author's in­
tended meaning allow for and how is 
this to be perceived? We are driven 
from inerrancy into hermeneutics. 

As an inerrantist myself, I confess 
that we inerrantists still have home­
work to do. We disagree among our­
selves on the definition and implica­
tions of inerrancy, the apologetics of 
inerrancy, the determination of author­
ial intention, the question of single 
or dual intention, the use of the his­
torical-critical method, the uses of 
literary genre, and the cultural con­
ditioning of scripture. Hermeneutics 
looms large on our agenda. The leaders 
of ICBI, sponsors of this volume, will 
best promote their cause and strength­
en evangelical Christianity not only 
by defending the importance of the doc­
trine, but also by continuing to work 
toward a carefully stated consensus on 
inerrancy properly defined and quali-



fied. This means they must be willing 
to openly discuss and explore the kinds 
of problems raised in this review and 
recognized by Packer himself. This 
book is a sane and balanced start for 
the ICBI --.but it is only a start. 

Agenda for Theology, Recovering Chris­
tian Roots by Thomas C. Oden. (Harper 
& R'.ow, 1979) 176 pp., $7.95. 
Reviewed by Clark H. Pinnock, Associate 
Professor at McMaster Divinity College 
in Ontario and Coordinator of TSF. 

More than an agenda for theology at 
large, this book by the professor of 
theology and ethics at Drew University, 
and the author of many previous titles, 
is an agenda for his own life as a per­
son who has experienced theological re­
newal in the evangelical direction. It 
has to be vastly encouraging for us in 
the TSF beca11se it signifies the possi­
bility that ma_ture theologians on the 
left are potential evangelicals and 
capable of responding to t:he Word of 
God. By his own testimony, Thomas Odeµ 
was a 'movement theologian' who jumped 
on every bandwagon in sight in the last 
few decades and was afflicted by 'addi­
tive accomodationism'. At the time he 
thought he was doing Christianity a 
service by bringing it up to date and 
helping it to discern the meaning of 
God's action in the secular world. 
But all that has changed now. Oden. : 
wants to get back to the essentials of 
the faith. He now feels that the prac­
tice of accommodation in liberal theo­
logy has brought theology to the brink 
of disaster and calls for a vision of 
what he calls 'post-modern orthodoxy'. 
Along with others in his generation (he 
is in his mid-forties) Oden is exper­
iencing the neglected beauty of clas­
sical Christian teaching and feels a 
sense of deep joy and relief at the dis­
covery. I myself was deeply moved by 
his testimony, and wrote him a letter at 
once. He replied tn a most friendly way, 
and I hope a relationship can be estab-
1 i.shed. I recommend it to. our members 
as a basis for hope that professors in the 
theological mainstream can change direc­
tion and move closer to the evangelical 
convictions of so many of their students. 
May Tom's decision set off an avalanche. 
It could change the whole church and af­
fer.t the whole world. 

Faith and Freedom, Toward a Theology 
of Liberation by Schubert M. Ogden. 
(Abingdon, 1979) 128 pp., $3.95. 
Reviewed by Clark H. Pinnock, Asso­
ciate Professor of Theology at McMas­
ter Divinity College and Coordinator 
of TSF. 

Of the liberal theologicans in Ameri­
ca today there is probably no one more 
antithetical to the evangelical con-

philosophy can accomplish the redemp· 
tion which the New Testament offers 
and which the theologians of libera­
tion do indeed need to hear. Salva­
tion by grace through the shed blood 
of Jesus Christ is simply not part 
of Ogden's theological understanding 
as it was of the father of his tradi· 
tion John Wesley. 

cerns of TSF than Schubert Ogden, nor aay­
one as clever and erudite as he is. In 
every book, and practically every es-
say, he expresses his faith in the fu­
ture and validity of liberal theology, 
much as we evangelicals do in regard 
to our own tradition. Calling someone 
a 'liberal' theologically o.ften misses 
the mark, but not in this case. Ogden 
is proud of being liberal, and a tire­
less apologist for his position. 

Like many of us too, Ogden is very pre­
dictable in what. he is going to say 
and in the line he is going to take. 
He is the supreme defender of the pro­
cess faith in America, and misses no 
opportunity to extoll its theoretical 
and even practical advantages over clas­
sical beliefs. Nor is it otherwise 
in this volume. The liberation theo­
logy train is moving down the track 
and picking up speed, and Ogden wants 
part of the action. If the gospel is 
to be ur.,derstandable in our generation, 
he argues, it will have to be a gospel 
of human liberation. This is liberal 
'relevence' theology at its typical 
best. But at the same time Ogden is 
not the flan to climb aboard someone 
else's train and take a free ride. 
He wants to stop the train, unhook the 
engine, and install the driving power 
of process theism (what else?) to en­
sure a safe and effective trip. Let 
the third world engineers move over 
so that a Western academic of the pu­
rest type can take over the controls 
and show ,.hat a really thought out 
theology looks like. He is not cal­
ling them to return to a more scrip­
tural position, as we might want to, 
but to the natural theology of Charles 
Hartshorne. The reader may judge what 
the reaction of the Latin American 
theologians of liberation is likely 
to be to Ogden's overture. I don't 
think they are going to take too well 
to it. Ideological colonialism from 
Dallas (Dallas?!). 

Still, Ogden makes some good points 
(he alzJays does). We must learn to 
distinguish various types of bondage 
and various levels and stages of lib­
eration. One thing he has in mind 
(cf. his Bultmannian side) is spiri-­
tual or existential liberation through 
faith in God, to which we must say 
'amen'. At the same time we remain 

.unconvinced.that the God of process 
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Pist in Perspective: Christological 
Pspectives in the Theology of Karl 
Pth by John Thompson. (Eerdmans, 
78) 2U2 pp. $6.95. 
Pl Barth's Theology of Mission by 
ld:r>on Scott. (InterVaristy, 1978) 
pp. $1. 95. 

viewed by Donald W. Dayton, Direc-
r of Mellander Library and Associate 
ofessor of Theology at North park 
eological Seminary. 

is a theological truism that ours 
a "post-Barthian age." Belying 

is fact are the founding of the 
rl Barth Society of North America 
th its proliferating regional groups 
d a flurry of publishing books by 
d about narth. This last year has 
en the publication of Barth's Fi-
l Testimonies (Eerdmans), a collec­
on of his exegetical fine print 
ootnotes" edited by John McTavish 
d Harold Wells as Preaching Through 
e Christian Year (Eerdmans paper-
ck -- preaching helps are also found 

the recently published index vol-
,e to the Church Dogmatics!), re-
ints of Barth's sermons (Deliver-
1ce ·to the Captives in a new Harper 
Row paperback and Come, Holy Spirit 
, an Eerdmans paperback) , a striking 
,mparison of Charles Hartshorne and 
,rl Barth on the doctrine of God by 
1lin Gunton, Becoming and Being (Ox-
1rd), as well as the books under re­
_ew here. I am even told that nego­
_ations are now underway for an Amer­
,an paperback edition of the Church 
>gmatics ! If so, we may see the Vin­
.cation of William Hordern's predic­
_on of a decade or two ago that for 
1erica at least "theology in the 
'.xties was still pre-Barthian." 

1e two books here under review are 
orhaps not the most important recent 
:udies of Barth to appear, but they 
:e nonetheless interesting, espe­
Lally in providing clues about what 
Les ahead for Barth and Barth stud­
os. The larger of the two paper-
1cks, by John Thompson (Professor of 
rstematic Theology at the Presbyter­
in College, Belfast), appears to be 
revision of a thesis on Barth's 

1ristology. Of much lighter weight, 
Jth physically and theologically, is 
1e pamphlet by Waldron Scott (gener-
L secretary of the World Evangelical 
ollowship) on Barth's "Theology of 
ission." This essay expands an ear­
ier ·1975 article from Missiology 
vol. III, pp. 209-224) and inaugu-
1tes the "Outreach and Identity" se­
ies of the WEF Theological Commission. 

hompson 1 s book will have the great-
,t value for the theological stu-
ent, though it is technical theology 
rrd still reads •like a dissertation 
over a fourth of the book is foot-

notes!). The author makes clear his 
judgement that Barth was "the greatest 
theologian of our times" and offers 
"largely a straightforward exposition" 
of "the central" theme of Barth's the­
ology, his Christology. The result is 
sophisticated, careful and accurate, 
but largely uncritical because Thomp­
son "finds himself more in agreement 
with Barth than his critics." The 
book is primarily then a summary of 
Christological themes in Barth, es­
pecially as they are articulated in 
early sections of each part-volume of 
Volume IV of the Church Dogmatics sup­
plemented by material elsewhere in the 
Dogmatics. Secondary literature is 
brought to bear to facilitate the ex­
position and often to answer the re­
servations of the critics. 

This book carries some extra impor­
tance as the first full-scale survey 
of Barth's Christology in English. 
Volume IV of the Church Dogmatics on 
Christology, though it fills four large 
volumes and a fragment of the asso­
ciated ethics volume, remained uncom­
pleted at Barth's death, but as such 
it is the "mature Barth"--his final 
statement. This fact is significant 
because Barth is often interpreted in 
this country primarily through his 
early and more "dialectical" writings, 
a tendency accentuated by the appear-­
ance of these volumes in the early six­
ties just as activism was sweeping the 
theological world and tending to shunt 
to one side more serious theological 
reflection on classical themes. Thomp­
son's book provides a sure guide to 
this "late Barth" and reveals how clas­
sically Christian he was and how pro­
foundly rich was his Christology. 

It is perhaps in this material that 
Barth (and thus indirectly Thompson) 
have a great contritution to make to 
"evangelical" theology. In part be­
cause of the polemics of the last cen­
tury, evangelical theology has exper­
ienced some distortion. The emphasis 
on establishing the deity of Christ and 
pursuing the substitutionary themes in 
the work of Christ have not been so 
much wrong as they have led to a subtle 
reductionism. Barth's Christology by 
contrast is mutifaceted, dynamic and 
exceedingly rich. Evangelicals have 
much to learn by immersion therein; 
though they will also find challenged 
accustomed ways of thinking by Barth's 
reformulation of the Reformed doctrine 
of election, the way in which for him 
the incarnation itself plays an impor­
tant role in redemption, the extent 
to which Barth related revelation pri­
marily to Christ and only secondarily 
to Scripture, 3arth's intense Christo­
centric focus, his consequent repudia­
tion of natural theology, and so on. 
The major value of the book by Thompson 
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will be to point to this rich material 
in Barth -- and to ease the access to 
it. (Students may wish to read in con­
junction with Thompson, Donald 
Bloesch's Jesus is Victor [Abingdon 
paperback, 1976], a more readable and 
accessible, especially for the seminary 
student, survey of the same volumes, 
though from a soteriological rather 
than Christological orientation.) 

Scott's short forty-page essay reads 
a bit like a term paper. A first sec­
tion, based largely on a German article 
by Dieter Manecke, surveys the theolo­
gical assumptions undergirding Barth's 
"theology of mission. 11 A second sec­
tion summarizes the relevant sections 
in Volume IV/3 of the Church Dogmatics. 
A final section evaluates Barth's posi­
tion by use of a five-point grid worked 
out by Arthur Glasser of Fuller Semi­
nary. Here Scott affirms Barth's em­
phasis on the uniqueness of Christian­
ity in the dialogue with World Reli­
gions, expresses concern that Barth 
may be blurring the differences bet­
ween Christians and non-Christians and 
thus tending toward a form of univer­
salism, uses Barth's section on the 
growth of the church to critique the 
American "church growth" fascination 
with quantitative rather than qualita­
tive growth, supports Barth's concern 
over the failure of Western missions 
to produce indigeous, self-supporting 
churches engaged in mission in tqeir 
own right, and discusses the values of 
Barth •·s w~ys of relating salvation his­
tory and world history for such issues 
as syncretism and "indigenization." 
Following Bloesch (Jesus is Victor, 
mentioned above), Scott more than once 
expresses concern that the "objectiv.c. 
ism" and universal implications of 
Barth's doctrine of election overwhelm 
the significance of human response and 
subjective appropriation of the gos­
pel. 

The significance of Scott's book, like 
that of Thompson, lies again primar­
ily in pointing to the rich material 
to be found in these last volumes of 
the Dogmatics. Though Scott only al­
ludes to it, I have found for myself 
the major significance of this mater­
ial for the ''mission of the church" to 
be the way in which Barth critiques 
the whole Western tradition of theology 
(and thus also evangelicalism) for its 
fascination with "justification" and 
''sanctification" while slighting "vo­
cation". By this move Barth is at­
tempting to over-come the fixation on 
"personal salvation" and restore themes 
of "mission" ,and "vocation" to the 
core of the significance of the work 
of Christ and the shape of the church. 
Such discussions are clearly in the 
fore of evangelical discussions, par­
ticularly where there is concern to 



discover the theological foundations 
for restoring a lost social witness. 

Scott's study also has significance 
more broadly in indicating a more re­
cent evangelical openness to the con­
tributions that Barth can make to 
their life. He himself comments that 
only in the ''last decade or two,., 
have evangelicals begun to take Barth 
seriously." I am told that InterVar­
sity Press will be following up this 
book with a fuller study of the con­
tributions that Barth could make to 
the debates troubling the evangelical 
world. If so, then Scott's book may 
well be a harbinger of an emerging e­
vangelical dialogue with Barth, 

PRACTICAL THEOLOGY 

CelebJ,ation 
J. Foster. 
$7.95. 

of DisaipZine by Richard 
(Harper & Row, 1978) 179 pp 

Reviewed by Mark R. Branson, Editor 
of TSF News·& Reviews. 

The subtitle, The Path to SpirituaZ 
Growth, sounds like an overstatement· 
but Foster has given to us probably the 
best treatment of the experiential 
Christian life in recent years. The 
Disciplines are dealt with historically, 
practically and joyfully. 

Following an introductory chapter, 
three sections cover the major areas. 
Part one outlines "The Inward Disci-1 
plines" of meditation, prayer, fasting 
and study. In part two, "The Outward 
Disciplines," Foster discusses simpli­
city, solitude, submission and service. 
The final section on "The Corporate 
Disciplines" include confesssion, wor­
ship, guidance and celebration. 

To the seminarian who is called to be 
professional, intellectual, gifted and 
productive Foster's call is for deep 
people. To meet the superficiality of 
our age, we need· to not only read about 
and discuss these disciplines, but the 
careful and consistent acting out must 
come. Otherwise we perpetuate shallow­
ness even in the area which alone can 
provide life. "The purpose with the 
Disciplines is liberation from the 
stifling slavery to self-interest and 
fear. When one's inner spirit is set 
free from all that holds it down, that 
can hardly be described as drudgery. 
Singing, dancing, even shouting char­
acterize the Disciplines of the spir­
itual life," (p. 2). Foster challenges 
materialism, ignorance and self-suffi­
ciency which stand in the way of 
depth. 

Meditation and prayer are outlined and 
practical guidelines are given. Fast~­
ing is discussed as it is seen in the 
Bible and in history. Study is seen 

as the analytical work done with ver- views, offer a sampling of world reli-
bal objects (books, lectures) and those I gions, and apply the criteria to the 
whiclli a~e non-verbal (nature, exper- sampling. The project is thus not 
iences, events). Hopefully, the stu- lacking in theological and philosoph-
dent will be able to detect the dif- ical interest. 
ferences between study; toward grades, 
degrees and prestige and studying to­
ward the rene~\;ll of the mind for and 
the joy of knowing God. 

Concerning the outward disciplines, 
Foster warns us of the danger of seek- I 
ing inner change without outside ef­
fects. "Simplicity is freedom. Dup­
licity is bondage. Simplicity brings , 
joy and balance. Duplicity brings an- 1 

xiety and fear," (p. 69). Solitude 
and silence are taught as the source 
of identity, growth, action. As Fos­
ter discusses all the Disciplines as 
paths to freedom, submission is seen 
as the discipline which frees us from 
selfishness. "As the cross is the 
sign of submission, so the towel is 
the sign of service." (p. 110). Ser­
vice which comes from the depth of si-
lence is joy and peace. 

Confession, too often sidelined as in­
dividualistic must be again seen as 
a normal activity within the fellow­
ship of sinners. The chapter on wor­
ship is especially useful concerning 
preparation and leadership. Guidance 
needs to move beyond the individual 

The sampling is necessarily brief and 
fairly general -- introductory but 
not therefore inaccurate. The crite­
ria turn out to be what I can best de-
scribe as theologically liberal and 
eschatologically hopeful. The auth­
or's perspective is that of a Boston 
personalist in the tradition of Bowne, 
Brightman and Bertocci, which might 
be briefly (and I hope not inaccu-, 
rately) described as a philosophical 
articulation of liberal Christianity. 
Mountcastle I s criterion is "the melio1 
istic mood" which will be the "touch­
stone of our evaluation." (p. 101). 
He adds "specifically, the melioris­
tic mood will be present in any reli­
gious statement that suggests the de­
sirability and possibility of trying 
to ameliorate the very real evil con­
ditions that work to frustrate human 
self-realization." (ibid.) The only 
rationale I can find for this 'touch­
stone' is an appeal to the fact that 
it is persons who do philosophy.. Per­
haps the notion is that other person­
alist·writers have justified this 
touchstone, and what it now needs is 
application. Unfortunately, the so-

who seeks a direct encounter with the 
Spirit to the normal corporate activi­
ty of group interaction and decisions. 
The role of the "spiritual director" 

< called touchstone will strike many as 
amounting to little if anything ~ore 
than this: if it would be good that 

is discussed here. Finally celebra­
tion is seen as the expression result­
ing from all the other Disciplines. 

CeZebration af DisaipZine guides us 
in the too often neglected paths of 
spiritual riches. Foster writes for 
the beginner while providing direc­
tion and resources for further growth. 
Some TSF groups may want to use this 
volume for study, discussion, and ap­
pZiaation with acaountabiZity. I am 
sure that celebration will soon fol­
low. 

WORLD RELi G IONS 

ReZigion in PZanetary Perspective by 
WiZZiam W. MountcastZe. (Abington 
Press, 1978). 
Reviewed by Keith E. Yandell, Profes­
sor of Philosophy at University of 
Wisconsin, Madison. 

This volume of roughly 200 pages 
somewhat ambitiously announces it­
self as the harbinger of a new disci­
pline, the philosophy of comparative 
religion. It is an interesting, and 
I think idiosyncratic offering. Its 
intent is to develop criteria for 
evaluating competing religious world-
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P be true, then Pis true. If wishes 
were horses, beggars would ride. 

Curiously, Ninian Smart, who has per­
haps done most along these lines, is 
not discussed among those whose work 
has helped to create this 'new' dis­
cipline. It seems to me that it is 
not so much a new discipline as a new 
willingness of philosophers of reli­
gion to deal with the whole range of 
religious phenomena, now that there 
seems to be reliable'data on which to 
work. Still, the project is worth­
while, and perhaps this effort will 
encourage more exacting attempts alon 
the same lines. 

Mountcastle's theological perspective 
comes into play when he takes modal­
ism to be the right version -- the 
truly representative version -- of 
the doctrine of the Trinity (a claim 
both historically and conceptually du 
bious). Nonetheless, the book contai 
valuable raw materials for reflection 
about the appraisal of competing reli 
gious traditions and conceptual sys­
tmes. George Mavrodes' BeZief in God 
A Study in the EpistemoZogy of ReZi­
gion (especially chapters 1 and 2) an 
Roger Trigg's Reason and Commitment 
would provide a nice balance to the 
overly subjectivist tendency of Mount 
castle's perspective. 



iubjectivity and Religious Belief by 
:. Stephen Evans. 225 pp. $5.95. 
Eerdman Press). 
leviewed by Stephen T. Davis, Asso­
,iate Professor of Philosophy at Clare-
1ont Men's College and Associate Edi­
:or of N&R. 

'.his incisive book was written by Ste­
>hen Evans, associate professor of 
>hilosophy at Wheaton College. It is 
1 study and qualified defense of sub­
jective approaches to religious belief. 
,ike any other approach to religious 
>elief from the perspective of be-
_ief, subjective approaches attempt to 
;ive good reasons for persons to have 
:eligious faith. Unlike traditional 
:ationalistic approaches which empha­
;ize proofs, rational arguments, or 
impirical evidence in favor of reli­
;ious belief, subjective approaches 
:ypically offer arguments based on 
1uman desires, needs, or obligations. 

1vans points-out that such approaches 
1sually contain three main arguments. 
lirst, it is argued that theoretical 
,nowledge of God cannot be had; the 
:heistic proofs and other exercis.es in 
iatural theology all fail; rational ar­
iuments pro and con religion are incon­
:lusive; belief may be shown not to be 
Lrrational but cannot be shown to be 
nore rational than unbelief. Second, 
Lt is argued that this does not imply 
:hat we must suspend judgment on the 
1uestion of religion, for vital human 
1eeds are at stake; agnosticism is 
~ither impossible or undesirable. 
,hird, it is argued that practical 
:easons or subjective considerations 
nust take over; given the importance 
>f practical and exis.tential elements 
>f human experience, they can indeed 
Ln certain circumstances guide a ration­
il person to religious. belief. 

1vans' book contains helpful chapters 
>n three great subjectivists in the 
1istory of western philosophy of reli­
sion, Immanuel Kant, Soren Kierkegaard, 
ind William James. In brief, Kant ar-
5ues that religious belief is required 
for moral reasons; Kierkegaard, that 
Lt is required for existential reasons; 
ind James, that it is required for poli­
~ical reasons. Evans explains each 
riewpoint clearly and in a way that can 

be understood by seminary students, 
offers fair criticisms, and skillful­
ly compares the three. 

I found the Kant and Kierkegaard chap­
ters quite illuminating, and while 
the James chapter is also helpful and 
generally accurate, I believe it has 
two deficiencies. The first is that 
in my judgment it does not sufficient­
ly distinguish between views James 
held on the justification of reli­
gious belief prior to and subsequent 
to his explicit avowal of pragmatism 
in 1898. The other is that in dis­
cussing James' argument in "The Will 
to Believe," Evans does not pay close 
enough attention to James' stioula­
tion that the "right to believe" ar­
gument only applies in cases where 
"the truth cannot be settled on intel­
lectual grounds," i.e. the evidence 
is ambiguous. It is this stipulation 
-- and not the weaker line Evan takes 
(p. 153) -- that allows James to ex­
cape the charge that his argument can 
be used to justify irrati.onal beliefs. 
A lunatic cannot use James' argument 
to justify the belief that he. is··Nap­
oleon, for the evidence is decisive­
ly against (rather than ambiguous on) 
the truth of the proposition that he 
is Napoleon. 

Nevertheless, I am enthusiastic about 
Subjectivity and Religious Belief. 
This is a book that needed to be writ­
ten. College and seminary students, 
as well as philosophers of religion, 
need to be exposed to subjective ap­
proaches to religious beliefs. Often 
dismissed by rational apologists, 
the subjective approach needs to be 
clarified and defended, and Evans has 
done an admirable job. His two con­
cluding chapters are particularly 
balanced and fair in their assess­
ment of the limits and possibilities 
of subjectivism. I agree with Evans 
that rational apologetics -- argu­
ments that appeal to empirical evi­
dence or th·eoretical arguments --
have their place in Christianity, 
and are not to be excluded, as Kier­
kegaard sometimes seems to want to 
do. More importantly, I also agree 
with him that while we cannot prove 
our religious beliefs we can still 
be fully rational in holding them. 
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D. Hanson, Professor of OT at Harvard 
Divinity School. 

"Vocation: The Crisis of Choice and 
the Problem of Discerning God's Will" 
by Gregory A. Youngchild. 

"Evangelicals and Inerrancy: The Cur­
rent Debate" by Clark Pinnock. 

"A Theology for Public Discipleship'' 
by Clark Pinnock. 
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"An Evangelical Theology of the Char· 
ismatic Renewal" by Clark Pinnock. 

"A Simple View of Prayer" by George 
Hunsinger, editor of Karl Barth and 
Radiaal Politias. 

"An Account of an Impromptu Exegesis 
for Preaching on Matthew 10:26-33" 
by R.H. Fuller. (A response promp­
ted by a critique of Fuller in The 
Challenge of Religious Studies by 
Howkins). 

"Evangelical Theology: Conservative 
and Comtemporary" by Clark Pinnock 
(A lecture delivere~ in October, 
1977). 

"An Evangelical View of Scripture" 
by Francis Andersen (IFES Journal 
Reprint). 

"The OT as Scripture of the Church" 
by Brevard Childs. 



lu'E ORDERS: 
lease order tapes by number and ti­
le. Make checks payable to For>wn 
;rpes. ·we cannot bill, so payment 
ust accompany order. NOTE: Our 
apes are available only to seminar­
ans because of our arrangements with 
he lecturers and original producers 
f the tpaes. Tapes are $2.25 each 
nd $1 extra per tape for foreign air 
ail. Order from: Forwn Tapes, 830l 
ruton Rd., Dallas, TX 752l?. 

EW TAPES!!! 

119 Classical Theism: Some Questions 
by Clark Pinnock. 

120 Church Renewal: Its Possibilities 
and Limits by Paul A. Mickey. 

121 The Church as Theological Commun­
ity by Howard Snyder. 
The Authority of the Word of 
Jesus A 'Sermon on Mark 4 by Mark 
Branson. 

122 The Future of Evangelical Chris-· 
tianity by Donald Bloesch. 

123 Theology, The Church and The Fu­
ture A panel discussion by Don 
Dayton, Donald Bloesch, Clark 
Pinnock, Paul Mickey, Howard Sny­
der and Mark Branson. 

apes 119 through 123 were recorded 
rom addresses given at the Winter Con­
erence of TSF, December 1978. They 
re aimed at the specific questions fa­
ing evangelical students today. 
·---Entire series only $10. 00----

~" 71" TAPES 

SCRIPTURE: INSPIRATION, AUTHORITY AND 
BIBLICAL CRITICISM 

#13 The Present Confusion in the 
Church's Use of the Bible by 
Brevard Childs offers an exami­
nation of contemporary biblical 
criticism, with some suggested 
correctives. 

#76 Problems of the OT and NT in 
Translation by Bruce Metzger 
(Princeton). 

#102 The Old Testament and Criticism 
by Carl Armerding (Regent). 

TITLES IN EVANGELISM 

#40 The Biblical Basis of Evangelism 
by John R. W. Stott. 

#41 Methods and Strategies of the 
Early Church by Michael Green. 

Michael Green Series: Foundations for 
Evangelism from the New Testament 
Churches: 
#44 The Secret of NT Evangelism 
#45 The Quality of Early Church Life 
#46 The Shape of the Early Church's 

Message 
#47 Motives of Early Church Evangel­

ism 

THEOI.OGY 

#97 Evangelical Theology: Conservative 
and Contemporary by Clark Pinnock. 
Formerly titled "Evangelical Theo­
logy and the Liberal Experiment", 
this tape incorporates material 
from tapes 98 & 99 from the Toron­
to TSF '77 Conference. 

THIELICKE SERIES 

The tapes are best used as a set, but 
tapes #135 & #136 are usable by them­
selves for a beginning understanding 
of Thielicke's material. 

#131 The Godless World and the World­
less God. 

#132 The Problem of Love 

#133 Proclamation as a Political Fac­
tor 

#134 Proclamation in Confrontation 
with Modern Man 

#135 Questions answered by Theilicke 

#136 American Theological Education: 
comments by Guder and Branson, 
plus questions & answers by Thei­
Zicke. 

----Entire Series only $10.00----
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MISCELLANEOUS SUBJECTS: 

#94 I Believe in the Historical Jesus. 
Comprehensive introduction to the 
whole question of the "historical 
Jesus" by English Methodist scho­
lar, I. Howard Marshall. 

#113 Feminism and the Churches by Don 
Dayton (North Park Seminary). 

#114 Jesus and the Theology of Libera­
tion by John H. Yoder (Goshen Col­
lege and Notre Dame). 

#115 What's Ahead for the Urban Church? 
by William Pannell (Fuller). 

#117 The Behaviorist Band;,Jagon by Mary 
118 Stewart VanLeeuwen. 

From TSF England, 2 lectures per tape: 

#101 Philosophical Influences.on Well­
hausen and Co., by R.K. Harrison. 
Introducing the Documentary Hypo­
thesis of the Pentateuch by 
Stephen Motyer. Two OT scholars 
offer helpful brief introductions 
to a major problem area for stu­
dents beginning or anticipating 
OT studies. 

#111 A Christian Approach to Theologi­
cal Study by Nigel Cameron. An 
Approach to Modern Theology by 
Donald Allister. Helpful parti­
cularly for beginning students & 
those having difficulty coping 
with the style of theological stu­
dy today. 

#112 Biblical Authority and Biblical 
Criticism by David Wenham. Early 
Church Christology by I. Howard 
Marshall. 

#116 An Introduction to Process Theo­
logy by Paul Mickey and Mark Bran­
son.· Religious Language by Paul 
Hlem, 

HUBBARD SERIES 
"Living Issues from the Old Testament" 
Berkeley Lectures 1979 

#140 Creation: The Divine Context 
#141 Covenant: The Divine Commitment 
#142 Community: The Divine Company 
#143 Consummation: The Divine Climax 
/llh4 Questions & Answers by Hubbard 
#145 Comments on ceminary education 

by Mark Branson & David Hubbard 
----Entire Series only $10.oo-----



STOTT SERIES: "Being Christ's Church" 
Dr. John R. W. Stott served as Rector 
of All Souls Church in. London for 25 
years and is the author of numerous 
books and commentaries. Time magazine 
refers to him as "the leading figure 
among British evangelicals. He now 
ministers worldwide as an expositor & 
conference speaker. 

l:'60 Faithfulness in Preaching 
#61 Reality in Worship 
#62 Warmth in Fellowship 
#63 Marks of a Spirit Filled Church 
#64 Compassion in Service 
----Entire series only $8.5Q----

Order by Code#, title and author. 
Payment must accompany order -- $1.95 
per monograph: $1.55 each (20% savings) 
for orders of 5 or more. Add 50¢ 
per order for handling. Prices for 
books will, be listed individually. 

#201 What did the Cross Achieve 
This is an excellent, clear pre­
sentation of the evangelical doc­
trine of the atonement. Pacl,er, 
a British theologian/pastor inter­
acts with various modern theolo­
gies and defends a R~formed or­
thodox position. 

#203 The Pastoral Epistles and the Mind 
of Paul by Donald Guthrie. 
In this work Guthrie, author of 
the standard and definitive llew 
Testament Introduction, addresses 
the various issues that bear on 
the question of Pauline author­
ship of the Pastorals: vocabulary, 
style, theology and unity. He 
seeks to show that Pauline author­
ship, although not without diffi­
culties, is reasonable, and that 
we should treat them as true pro­
ducts of the mind of Paul. 

/1205 "r'ha Meaning of the Word "Blood" in 
Scripture by A. M. Stibbs. 
Like Leon Morris, Stibbs disagrees 
with those who interpret the blood 
of Christ as signifying new life 
released through death and now av­
ailable for us, and advocates the 
view that blood refers to the 
death of Jesus in its redemptive 
significance. Through his death 
and the shedding of his blood 
Jesus has reconciled us to God, 
cleansing us and putting away all 
our sins. 

ANDERSEN SERIES 
Dr. Francis Andersen, Research Fellow, 
Australian Institute of Archaeology, is 
a recognized scholar in Old Testament. 

#80 YAHWEH--The Only God. An Exposi­
tion of Deut. 32. 

#81 The Old Testament, The First 
Christimi Bible 

#82 Questions and Answers on Bibli­
cal Studies 

#83 YAHWEH--The Kind and Sensitive 
God. An exposition of Exodus 
32-34. 

#84 YAHWEH--You Along are My Joy 
An exposition of selected psalms. 

----Entire series only $8.50-----
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#210 
& 
211 

MONOGRAPHS & BOOKS 

The Speeches of Peter in the Acts 
of the Az,ostles by E. N. Ridcl :erbos 
The monograph examines the speech­
es in the first ten chapters in 
Acts attributed to the Apostle 
Peter, containing the first theo­
logical reflections on the resur­
rection of Jesus. He finds them 
to be historically authentic, 
truly representing the theology 
of the Jerusalem church, and to 
contain important and fundamen-
tal New Testament theology. 

Eschatology and the PClY'ables 
by I, H. Marshall 
Marshall is fast becoming one 
of the top-flight New Testament 
scholars. Sine~ this title ap­
peared, he has given us several 
works on Christology, a major 
study on perseverance, and com­
mentary on Luke. In this study 
Marshall comes to the defense of the 
integrity of the Gospel parables 
and argues their authenticity 
in their original setting. 

New Testament Commentary Sur-

METZER SERIES: Dr. Bruce Metzger is 
Professor of NT at Princeton. The 
first three tapes in the series are 
studies of I John. 

#70 God is Light 
#71 God is Righteous 
#72 God is Love 
#73 Unity and Diversity of the 

74 Scriptures, Parts I & II 
----Entire ~eries only $8.50----

ies on each and every OT and NT 
book, providing brief, but high· 
ly illuminating remarks on each 
It closes with a presentation o: 
the "best buys". Anyone con­
cerened with preaching and teacl 
ing the OT or NT will find thes, 
useful, perhaps indispensable. 

#212 A Positive Approach to the Gasp, 
by Gernais Angel. 
These three lectures were given 
at the TSF Conference in Englarn 
Angel is Dean of Studies at Tri1 
ity College, Bristol. In deali1 
with issues of gospel criticism, 
he covers "History and the Gos·­
pels", "Principles of Interprebl 
tion of the Gospels" and "The RE 
lationship between the Synoptic 
Gospels and the Fourth Gospel." 
Finally, he deals with specific 
problems encountered by "consen 
tives" who work with "liberal f1c 
ulties." 

#213 Faith in ~he Old Testament 
What was the meaning and importc 
of faith in the OT? Wenham exp~ 
lores these questions in three 
lectures: the Pentateuch, the· Pr 
phets, and the Psalms. 

vey by Anthony Thistleton (up­
dated by Don Carson) and Old 
Testament Comment=y SUY'Vey by 
John Goldingay (updated and edited 
by Mark Branson and Robert Hub­
bard). 

.//215 Phi?Jppians 3 arul Ch:Pistology 

The aim of these booklets is to 
survey· and comment on the best re­
sources available in English for 
understanding the theological 
significance of both the OT and 
NT. It has in mind the average 
seminary student or religion ma­
jor rather than the research scho­
lar. After explaining the func­
tions of a commentary, it goes on 
to describe and evaluate one-vol­
ume commentaries and series. Af­
ter that, it examines commentar-
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In studying Philippians 2:5-11, 
MacLeod focuses on the purpose 
for us of "Have this mind among 
yourselves that Christ Jesus had 
The focus is on the ethical im­
plications. This emphasis is de 
veloped within the context and t 
Christological base for behavior 
is expounded. 
* * * * * * * * * * * 
Rich Christians in an Age of Hun­
ger by Ron Sider. $3.00 (we pay 
postage). 



TSF RESEARCH ORDER FORM 

TITLE: 

Make checks payable to 

TOTAL 

NAME 

Amount: 

-----------------------------
ADDRESS ----------------------------

'I'SF RESEARCH, 16221 Mulholland Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90049 

FORUM TAPES ORDER FORM 

# Speaker TITLE 

Make checks payable to FORUM TAPES, 8301 
Bruton Rd., Dallas, TX 75217. 

MONOGRAPH ORDER FORM: 

CODE# TITLE 

Individual Cassette or Series Price 

TOTAL TOTAL ------- ----
TOTAL ENCLOSED --------

Name 

Address 

AUTHOR AMOUNT 

TOTAL POSTAGE ---------------
TOTAL ENCLOSED 

Name ___________________ Address ______________________ ~ 

Send to: TSF Monograph, 233 Langdon, Madison, WI 53703. -------------
-21-



TSF RESEARCH -- May, 1979 

Return to: TSF, 16221 Mulholland Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90049 

I. THEMELIOS 
How much do you read? 

1. Articles All 5 4 3 2 1 None 
2. Book Reviews All 5 4 3 2 1 None 

Are the articles worthwhile? 
3. Content Excellent 5 4 3 2 1 Poor 

Explain (Poor): 

4. Motivational High 5 4 3 2 1 Lou 
5. Relevance to School Useful 5 4 3 2 1 Not 

Work Useful 
6. Articles which were most significant: 

7. Suggested topics for Articles: 
Are the Book Reviews worthwhile? 

8. Selection Good 5 4 3 2 1 Poor 
9. Suggested titles or areas: 

10. Reviewers Competent 5 4 3 2 1 Poor 
Explain (Poor): 

Are the periodical suggestions worthwhile? 
11. Recommendations Useful 5 4 2 1 Not 

Useful 
Comments (any suggestions, evaluations) 

12. 

II. NEWS & REVIEWS 
How much do you read? 

13. Cover Articles All 5 4 3 2 1 None 
14. Editorial Comments/ All 5 4 3 2 1 None 

News 
15. Book Reviews All 5 4 3 2 1 None 

Are the articles worthwhile? Evaluate the article. 
16. Open Letter Excellent 5 4 3 2 1 None 
17. How to Use a Theo~ Excellent 5 4 3 2 1 None 

logical Library 
18. Journeying through Excellent 5 4 3 2 1 None 

the Wilderness 
19. The Seminarian & Excellent 5 4 3 2 1 None 

Justice 
20. Clinical Pastoral Excellent 5 4 ·3 2 1 None 

Education 
21. Comments & Suggested topics: 

Are the Reviews worthwhile? 
22. Selection Good 5 4 3 2 1 Poor 
23. Suggested titles or areas: 
24. Reviewers Competent 5 4 3 2 1 Poor 

Explain (Poor): 



Are the editor's-News/Comments worthwhile? 

25. News 

26. Suggested Articles 

Helpful 

Helpful 

5 

5 

4 

4 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Irrele­
vent 
Irrele­
vent 

27. Comments (what do you like, what is not useful): -----------------

What would make News & Reviews more valuable to you? 
29. ---------,------------------------------------

III. TSF MINISTRY 
30. Comment on whatever you believe to be important in TSF concerns: --------

31. How long have you been a member of TSF? -----------
IV. DATA 
Name:_________________ School & Program: ______________ _ 

Address ([]Fall [] Summer): 

City State 

Would you be willing to be a contact person for TSF at your school? 
Can you suggest who else would be interested? (Name & Address) 

You can receive two free bibliographies: (please check 2 only) 

Barth 

Bonhoeffer 

Gilkey 

Ellul 

zip 

------------

Hegel Redaction Criticism 

Process Theology 


