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OCTOBER 1978
AN OPEN LETTER TO SEMINARIANS

By Mark R. Branson

The Christian student studying at a seminary may be motivated by academic
pursuits, religious experiences and vocational decisions. Too easily the
seminary years become a time of disappointment in fellowship, theological
doubts and loss of enthusiasm for the gospel. Maybe the establishing of
some clear concerns now can help alleviate some of the frustrations and

tensions.

The idea of a seminary focuses attention on community living, companionship,
fellowship. One anticipates an atmosphere of shared dreams, caring friends,

warm fellowship, vigorous prayer and vital worship.

A student who hopes for

these is generally confronted by fairly thorough disillusionment. However,
seldom is "community" ever an atmosPhere into which one simply walks, rather

it necessitates search, initiation and commitment.

The seminarian who desires

a prayer fellowship will probably need to initiate one. This also applies
concerning support groups, worship and Bible study discussions. Do not be
discouraged, there are probably others close by who will readily respond

to your initiative.

Secondly, the seminary relationship with academics

tends to be confusing and disintegrated. Pro-
fessors often seek better ways to make scho-
lastic pursuits deeply relevant and personally
rewarding. However, do not be surprised if you
encounter a less sympathetic instructor who pur-
sueés the goal of relieving you of cherished be-
liefs which the professor sees as nalve and
archaic. No doubt we all need our intellectual
systems to be challenged and deepened, but the
"expert" sometimes disregards options which vary
with one's own presuppositions and therefore
belittles the student's beliefs and questions.
The student is wise to listen, seek understand-
ing and then avail herself or himself of
resources beyond the required reading. Helmut
Thielicke speaks of the ''spiritual instinct of
the children of God" and encourages students

not to ignore inner senses and convictions even
when they may conflict with a professor.
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"Doing theology" can be far more relaxed and enjoyable when one realizes’
that a complete, defensible systematic need not be finalized by graduatioen,,
and certainly not by the end of a course. Defensiveness, whether std&EJH
or professor's, will only interfere with the prayerful search for wisdom
and the well-counseled building of life-giving, viable church doctrine.’

My third concern is also introduced by Professor Thielicke, "Under a con-
siderable display of the apparatus of exegetical science and surrounded by
the air of the initiated, (the seminarian) produced paralyzing and unhappy
trivialities and the imner muscular strength of a lively young Christian
is horribly squeezed to death in a formal armor of abstract ideas."

(A Little Exercise for Young Theologians, p. 8). One should be concerned
not only for the spiritual lives of future parishoneers, but more immed-
ately for one's own spiritual formation. In our rejection of legalistic
structures we too often give up the very God-given means for grace! De-
votional Bible study, prayer, fasting, journaling, silent retreats are

all desparately needed if one seeks more than intellectual pride and
disintegrated pastoral skills. Perhaps the counsel of a personal pastor
or spiritual director can provide guidance and accountability during these
seminary years.

Finally, I would like to suggest resources which might be of assistance
in these areas. Thielicke's 4 Little Exercise for Young Theologians
(Eerdmans) and Bonhoeffer's Life Together (Harper) can help set the tone °
for seminary education. Academic pursuits can be aided by Howkin's

The Challenge of Religious Studies and Brown's History, Criticism and
Faith (both available from TSF at $2 and $3 respectively). The recent
release of Donald Bloesch's Essentials of Evangelical Theology Vol. I -
(Harper & Row; reviewed in this issue of News & Reviews) gives us an
excellent systematic theology. A very worthwhile critique by an out-
sider has been written by James Barr entitled Fundamentalism (Westmin-
ster; reviewed in the April News & Reviews). Other guidelines are
available in Jose Miguel Bonino's Doing Theology in a Revolutionary
Situation (Fortess Press) and Marshall's New Testament Interpretation
(Eerdmans). On cpiritual formation, Foster's Celebration of Discipline
(Harper & Row), O'Connor's Search for Silence (Word), Ellul's Prayer
and Modern Man (Seabury) and Nouwen's Pray to Live (about Merton,
published by Fides/Claretain) are all powerful and rewarding.

TSF seeks to make available printed resources and significant con~
ferences to make seminary education a richer experience. Please let
us know of any particular needs or suggestions you have. May 1978-79
be a year treasured for its experiences, maturity and spirituality.

TSF News & Reviews will be published five (5) times during the 1978-79
school year. The subscription price ($5.00/one year, $9.00/two years;
add $1.00/year outside N. America) includes three (3) issues of
Themelios, an international student theological journal (subscription
for Themelios costs $3.00/year). All subscriptions begin in the fall
and end in the spring. Bulk rate available on request. Published by
the Theological Students Fellowship, 233 Langdon, Madison, Wisconsin
53703.



WHO'S WHO IN TSF

TSF is a loosely-knit fellowship of university religion majors, seminarians,
and graduate students. Clark Pinnock, Professor of Theology at MacMaster
Divinity College (Hamilton, Ontario) and Mark Branson, a recent graduate of
the School of Theology at Claremont and a campus minister at UCLA, serve to
coordinate and advise the overall movement. Dave Jones, a Ph.D. student at
Vanderbilt University, visits campuses in the Southeast. Peter Northrup,
Vice President of Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, helps as Manaqging Ed-
itor of TSF News & Reviews. On page one you can find data on those who

serve as associate editors. A network of professors offer invaluable assist-
ance as encouragers and guides: Gerald Sheppard (Union, New York), Donald
Bloesch (Dubuque), Donald Dayton (Chicago), Bernard Ramm (Modesto, California),
and Carl Amerding (Vancouver) to name a few of over one hundred!

Finally, I want to give a special thanks to Lois Hart (Madison, Wisconsin).
Lois has shared the vision and labors ever since TSF began in December, 1973.
She was recently reassigned as secretary to John Alexander, President of
IVCF. TSF could not be what it is today without the perserverance of Lois
as secretary, liaison and friend. A computer and several office personnel
(introductions will follow in the coming year) will attempt to take over

the work. Lois,thank you!

NEWS
VANDERBILT

Last year TSF staffer Dave Jones (Ph.D. student at Vanderbilt) sent out a letter
to incoming students which was a good catalyst in encouraging others toward a fel-
lowship. It is printed here again for your possible use:

To All Professional Students (or Graduate Students):

On Monday, September 18, and each Monday thereafter (if this is a conven-
ient day), a group of us (M. Div., D.Min., and a few Ph.D. students) will be
meeting for lunch at 12:10 in Room 139 to talk about the relationship between
our studies and work at Vanderbilt and our commitment to Christ and His Church.
We are from a variety of backgrounds and traditions, but we are united in our
concern for the Christian Church, the personal life of faith, vital Christian
ministry, and a faithful theology. We intend to explore together the positive
contributions of the historic Christian faith, vital neo-orthodoxy, the his-
toric Christian confessions, and evangelical Christianity to our lives and
the 1life of the Church. We invite all who would like to join us,

If you are interested, but cannot make in on Monday, or if you have a
question, please put a note in my mailbox or call me at 298-4807 (early
morning or late evening). We look forward to meeting you.

Sincerely,
David N. Jones



DUKE

Another chapter, Duke University and Divinity School, sent a letter to all incoming
students: :

Dear Fellow Student:

Shortly you will be coming to Duke Divinity School and we want to use
this means of welcoming you to the campus. It is our prayer that your initial
experiences at Duke will be positive ones and we hope we can contribute in
some way to that. The Theological Students Fellowship is beginning its _
second year at Duke. It is our purpose to provide learning and fellowship
opportunities for interested students. We seek through forums to show the
relevance of evangelical theology, as well as to interact with the wider
perspectives of theological education. And through fellowship meetings we
seek to know each other better in the seminary community, and to be supportive
on one another during the academic year. In short, we hope these opportunities
will provide both information and inspiration in your first year of theo-
logical study. When you arrive on campus in the fall, you will find a
schedule of our activities in your mail box. We hope to see you at our first
forum, and we hope that as quickly as possible "Fellow Student" will be dropped
and in its place will be your name, your face and a relationship of friendship
and support. :

Sincerely in Christ,

Dr. Paul Mickey, Faculty Advisor
Steve Harper, Graduate School Representative
Lenny Stadler, Divinity School Representative

In addition, the dean's office asked TSF to make comments during orientation week.
Their plans include monthly open forums during the Wednesday hour reserved for specifi
meetings. "Process Theology," "Prayer and Psychotherapy," and '"Clergy Supply and
Demand" are the Fall lecture-discussion topics. Also, monthly dinner meetings involv-
ing students and spouses include dinner and a worship-devotional time.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT SANTA BARBARA (USCB)

Plans for 1978-79 center around two directions. First, bi-monthly meeting for
discussing recent publications like Colin Brown's History, Criticism and Faith (IVP)
and monthly evenings with guest speakers (Robert Gundry, Bieger Pearsons, Robert
Michaelsen). Interaction among students and faculty is promising. The TSF chapter
hopes to co-sponsor a spring lecture with the UCSB Religious Studies Department,

TORONTO

The TSF chapter at the Toronto School of Theology includes activities on most of

the nine seminary campuses, as well as activities for the overall group. A brochure,
to be distributed during orientation will introduce seminarians to the purpose and
plans of TSF. Terry Donaldson (phone 416-690-5870) set out this agenda: Clark
Pinnock on "The Challenge of Religious Studies," Fr. G. T. Montagne on "Theoskitzo-
phrenia,'" Oliver Donovan on abortion, Harvey Cox on liberation theology and Jim
Wallis on a several day series on the Role of the Church. A monthly newsletter
keeps area members advised of activities.



NOTEWORTHY :

KARL BARTH SOCIETY

The Karl Barth Society (Mid-West Region) will meet October 13 and 14 to
host lectures and discussions on "Ethical and Political Themes in the
Theology of Karl Barth." Participants include James Gustafson (Chicago),
M. Douglas Meeks (Eden) and John H. Yoder (Goshen and Notre Dame). Write
to Professor Ronald Goetz, Department of Theology, Elmhurst, Illinois
60126 for information.

THE BERKELEY LECTURES

The Berkeley Lectures, February 9 -11, will feature Dr. David Hubbard (Fuller)
speaking on several OT topics. Information is available from First Presby-
terian Church, 2407 Dana Street, Berkeley, CA 94704.

RECOMMENDED PERIODICALS:

The Bvangelical Review of Theology, published by the Theological Commission of

the World Evangelical Fellowship, gathers articles and book reviews from various
gources around the world and prints selections in a 170+ page journal. Contents of
the April, 1978 issue included, "The Christian Task in the Arts: Some Preliminary
Considerations," "Evangelism, Salvation and Social Justice," and "Community and
Mission: The Moravian Model." Edited by Bruce J. Nicholls (Former Themelios
editor), ERT is available for $4/year (2 issues) from World Evangelical Fellowship,
Box 670, Colorado Springs, CO 80901.

0ld Testament Abstracts, published by the Catholic Biblical Association, is a
thrice~yearly updating on literature relating to the O0T. This is a must for
anyone seeking to be on top of articles and books in OT studies. Edited by
Bruce Vawter (De Paul University, Chicago), OTA is available for $11/year (3
issues) from The Catholic University of America, Washington,DC 20064.

Gospel in Context: A Dialogue on Contextualiszation sets its own agenda as an
"international, cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary and interdenominational di-
alogue." ©Editor Charles Tabor works with associates including Scott Bartchy,
William Pannell, C. Rene Padilla and Peter Savage. Students can subscribe for
$7.50/year (4 issues)--others pay $11/year or $17/2 years. Their address is:
P.I.M., 1564 Edge Hill Road, Abingdon, PA 19001.

Agora is "a magazine of opinion within the Assemblies of God and the wider Pent-
ecostal ministries." Working from the theological and historic roots of the
Penecostal movement, the editors seek to provide a medium for expression of
theological, prophetic, discipleship and fellowship issues. Of special value has
been a two-part article by Gerald Sheppard (Union, New York) on "Word and Spirit:
Seripture in the Pentecostal Tradition." Sheppard traces both the role and the
directions of the doctrine of inspiration within the Assemblies. He writes with
keen insight into the history, politics and significance of current debates as
they relate to traditional Penecostal values and theology. Agora is available
$5/year (4 issues) from P.0. Box 24867, Costa Mesa, CA 92626,



NI ,
K BOOK REVIEW SPECIAL

The editors of News & Reviews
decided last year to invest
considerable energy on the re-
cent release by James D.G. Dunn
entitled Unity and Diversity in

the New Testament (Westminster).

In this issue we will view the
book through the eyes of two re-
viewers: Clark Pinnock will
focus on the theological impli-
cations and Paul Byer will cover
concerns for the practical the-
ologian. 1In the November N&R
reviews will come from two cther
directions: critical NT ques-

tions and the issues of historical

theology.

Issues in Practical
Theology

By Paul Byer, Adjunct
Professor at Fuller
Theological Seminary
and on Inter-Varsity
staff in a special
teaching ministry with
Western Regional staff
and students.

In his preface to Unity and
Diversity in the New Testament;
an Inquiry into the Character
of Earliest Christianity. James

D. G. Dunn states, " . . . the
book has undergraduates pri-
marily in mind . . . (albeit)

third year undergraduates who
have already completed two
years in NT studies.”" (The
book actually springs from a
series of ten university
lectures). But do not be de~
ceived--this is not a book for
the kids. 1t is expansive and
wide ranging in its investi-
gations, and many readers will
be pressed to follow Dunn as he
rapidly strides across the NT
landscape. For me, the exper-~
ience was somewhat like trying
to follow a guide in a scramble
up a mountain. You are not sure
of some of the guide's immediate

decisions, but because of the

rapid pace, you cannot stop to
question each turn for fear of
losing sight of him altogether
in the rocks and trees ahead.

Perhaps only time will tell if
you have actually scaled a new
peak, or only circled through

the trees.

The book is in two sectioms.
First "Unity in Diversity?"
is investigated in nine top-
ical themes. Dunn concludes
that, although there is
diversity in how each of
these is handled within the
sub-sets of the NT writings,
in each case the unifying
core is, "Jesus the man is
the Lord exalted." Dumn
states that unity is only

to be found in the person of
Jesus, in His life, death/
resurrection, and exaltation
as Lord. ‘

This reaffirmation that Jesus
the exalted Lord is the core
of New Testament belief is
welcomed. But there are
questions, such as, "Why were
these nine areas of investi-
gation selected?" and "Do
Dunn's historical pre-sup-
positions and methods deter--
mine his conclusions?" But
even so, what appears is that,
although there may be various
ways to slice an apple, if
the cut is deep enough, a
part of the core will be
revealed beczause that is the
nature of an apple. For Dunn,
that which determines the
nature of early Christianity
is the common core, Jesus,
the man exalted.

The second section of the book
is "Diversity in Unity?"  Dunn
identifies four streams of
development in early Christ-
ianity within the NT writings;



Jewish; Hellenistic; apocaly-
ptic, and Early Catholicism.

He follows the development of
each, highlighting their
differences, and concluding
that each was accepted as valid
‘as long as it retained its com-
mitment to "Jesus the man, the
exalted Lord." These distinct-
ives did result in tension and
conflict, but this diversity
was accepted if there was a
core commitment to the unity

of belief in Jesus. Dunn's in-
vestigation is now like the
slices across anorange-—each
segment has its own separate
identity, but it is a part of
the whole because of its con-
tact with the stem, and because
it does not attempt to make its
segment into a whole orange.

Some practical implications of
this study are apparent to those
who worlk in a cross-cultural
and/or para-church ministry.
These ministries almost always
have a very particularized ob-
jective, such as Young Life and
Youth for Christ among high
schoolers, Inter-Varsity and
Campus Crusade among collegians,
and, for example, the North
Africa Mission, seeking to
plant churches among North
African Muslims. Such speci-
fic objectives give opportunity
to develop specific methodol-
ogies. Sometimes those in a
parish ministry seek to es-
tablish their particular struc-
ture and form of ministry as
the only valid one, based upon
the "early church.” Dunn's
analysis starts with a premise
that there was considerable
diversity within early Christ-
ianity; that this was accept-
able as long as they held that
their unity was in Jesus Christ,
and love fulfilled the law, and
* that no one segment of the
early church could claim to
represent all that Jesus Christ
meant in faith and practice.

Most would agree that there are
limits to diversity, and Dunn
deals with this. Although he
states, '"We must conclude . . .
that there was no simple norm-
ative form of Christianity in
the first century" (Dunn's
emphasis, p. 373), he argues
that the NT cannon now sets

the criteria for both the
essential unity in Jesus Christ,
and sets the limits of accept-
able diversity. Thus, his
conclusion that the NT cannon
is not a unity in itself, but
.reflects a diversity held to-
gether by the unifying truth
of Jesus Christ, may essen-
tially be a restatement of the
premise he started with. He
seems to have based his whole
investigation upon "The fact . . .
that no New Testament document
as such preserves or embodies
Christianity as it actually
was in the very beginning;
rather each shows us Christ-
ianity in a different place

and at a different time, and
consequently in a different

and developed form" (p. 380).
For this reason, by the time

I finish, I'm not sure if I
have climbed a peak or cir-
cled a mountain . . .

An example of this is Dunn's
treatment of James. He states,
"The letter of James is the
mosgt Jewish, the most undis-
tinctively Christian document
in the New Testament. (Dunn's
italics) The name Christ
appears in only two places--at
points where it could easily
have been added (1:1; 2:1).
Otherwise, absolutely no refer-
ence is made to the life, death
or resurrection of Jesus.,"

(p. 251). True, but put in con-
text, each usage of Christ is
preceeded by "Lord Jesus'; in
the first usage James states he
is a servant of God and of the
Lord Jesus Christ while in the



second usage it reads, "as you
hold the faith of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory"
(RSV). 'With the Lordship of
Jesus Christ so firmly estab-
lished, if you then follow how
James uses "Lord" throughout
his letter, it may be that he
is very carefully developing a
very high Christology, not
through references to his '"life,
death or resurrection,'" but in
a manner which is specifically
targeted to his readers. Thus,
although Dunn sees each NT
document as unique, he may not
allow its distinctive. It is
the author's own intention to
determine how each text is to
be understood.

If I sense this in James, I'm
even more aware of it in the
usages of Mark. The index of
biblical writings list 349
references to Mark in the book.
Obviously, some are incidental,
but in a number of significant
places, I do not fully agree
with Dunn's conclusions. I
realize that he is using the
interpretations generally
accepted, and following it

to its conclusions. But

this is the point. To recog-
nize the diversity within the
NT documents is only the first
step. To take this diversity
seriously a significant amount
of work may be required in
uncovering the uniqueness of
what each writer is saying and
how he is saying it. Only
then can a fair survey be
made of the significance of
the differences and their
meaning within the NT. Since
this meaning seems to be what
Dunn want to move to, I suggest
that those who read his book
start with Chapter. XV and thus
have a better basis for under-
standing his methodology.

A quick scramble up a mountain
is often exciting and stimulat-
ing, but usually it is no sub-
stitute for the pick and shovel
work if the treasures within ir
are to be uncovered and put to

the use of men and women.

Reflections from a
Theological Standpoint

By Clark Pinnock,
TSF Coordinator.

This book, which may prove to t
one of the most important in it
implications for Christian theo
logy to appear in recent years,
demonstrates what many had been
suspecting that there is now a
new master in the house of NT
theology and one who attained
this position of honour having
come up through the ranks of
British evangelicalism. Becaus
of limitations of space, I will
leave to the NT reviewer the
important question of how
accurately Dunn plots the pre-
cise focus of NT unity and how
fairly he assesses the extent o
its diversity, and content mycel
with the theological issues tha
arise out of the closing pages
this abundant volume where the
author reflects upon the contin
uing function of the NT canon,
a subject most crucial to the
nature and possibility of any
systematic theology in the evan
gelical direction.

But, first, let me applaud the
practical implication which Dun
sees in his careful dissection
of NT material with its impres-
sive concentration upon the Lor
Jesus Christ, as the one founda
tion, and its marvelous diver-
sity on a range of accompanying
Christian themes, namely, the
implication that we who stand



beneath so rich a canon of
Scripture must be prepared to
grant a considerable degree of
freedom and affirmation to
other styles of Christian faith
and practice than our own. Even
if we differ with Dunn over the
extent of the unity and the di-
versity found in the N7, as I do,
feeling there is more unity and
less diversity, and this fact
demands opemnnesson our part to
the possibility that the cher-
ished conviction of the other
party may be sheltered beneath
a canon which is more tolerant
than we have been accustomed to
think. For example, we cannot
read I Corinthians and not
grant legitimacy to charis-
matic Christianity, nor Luke
and not recognize truth in the
catholic development.

My hesitation with Dunn's book
does not even have to do with his
.concluding remarks about the
function of the NT canon in the
church today. I welcome en-
thusiastically his insistence
that Christians today must do
their theological reflection
within the canonical context

and let the Scriptures judge all
their efforts. And I would
defend him against the charge
some will undoubtedly lay, that
in his view the NT is a complexio
oppostitorum and unable to agree
with itself about anything. On
the contrary, I hear him affirm-
ing a quite considerable unity
of concepts making up the NT
message, and not merely an un~
defined Christological centre,.
Nevertheless, precisely at this
important point a question
arises, and I am left fearful
about what Dunn means to imply.
In commenting on the fact that
whereas in John we find a dev-
eloped theology of incarmation,
but not in Luke or Mark where
we encounter a less developed
Christology, Dunn draws out the

(possible) conclusion that we
should not allow the more dev-
eloped formulation in John to
overshadow less developed con-
cepts in Luke or Mark, because
that would make John the real
canon and effect deny true
canonicity to them (p. 380) Now
surely this is a point worth
reflecting on. What does it
mean when a doctrine is devel-
oped in Paul more than in
Matthew, or in James less

than in John? I suppose that
one reason we have not thought
about the problem very much

is that we have assumed that,
for example, James did not
write about everything he be-
lieved and probably held the
ideas taught by Paul, even
though he had no cause to

set them down in his brief
occasional letter.

But my difficulty with Dunn is
at a deeper level than any argu-
ment from silence, and has to do
with the way the N7 canon func-
tions for him here. With Dunn

I can see why we should not read
Luke on Christology as if he
were John or Paul so that the
important distinctiveness of
Luke is lost, but against Dunn I
cannot see how it can possibly be
right for anyone consciously to
choose a less developed doctrine
over a more developed one with-
in the canon itself. To make

it concrete, I cannot see how

to justify choosing a modern
form of adoptionist Christology,
for example, just because it
suits us and happens to fit with
a possible reading of the NT
material when the strong test-
imony of John and Paul to the
deity of Christ booms out so
loudly out of the canonical wit-
ness. 1 agree, let us not de-
prive Luke or James of true
canonicity, but also let us not
deprive John and Paul of it. It
worries me that Dunn leaves: the



door open for interpreters to
search the canon for the doctrin-
ally minimalist position they
prefer, even on Christology, and
to ignore the witness they need
"to hear. Surely by Dunn's own
principle of hearing the whole
canon we must oppose this point
of his. And, since Dunn himself
often uses adoptionist language
both here (p. 56) and in Jesus
and the Spirit, my concern about
this particular case hardly
seems exaggerated.

And what, finally, does Dunn
think of the truth value of

NT doctrinal statements? When
John tells us about the preex-
istent deity of Christ, for
example, is he telling us the
truth in the sense of metaphy-
sical reality? Or, when Matthew
and Luke report the miraculous
conception of Jesus, are we not
justified in believing them,
even though it is only part of
the total canonical testimony?
Dunn leaves us up in the air on
this important question. Yet

it is important to understanding
the ongoing function of the
canon in the church today. Cer-
tainly we want to hear each of
the biblical witnesses in their
individual integrity and diver-
sity, but, if all Scripture is
'God-breathed,' we also want to
hear them together, and hear-
ing them together cannot mean
shutting our ears to what

some of them say on topies pre-
sented in the others.

It may be that Dunn will clarify
his meaning on what seems to me
an important nuance in his final
argument so that this really ex-
cellent and influential book
will become even more helpful"
and pertinent to evangelical
theologians.

10.

NEW TESTAMENT

THE ORIGIN OF CHRISTOLOGY
By C.F.D. Moule

Cambridge University Press
187 pages. $17.95
Feviewed by

Larry W. Hurtado,
Assistant Professor of
Religion, University of
Manitoba (Winnipeg).

This book, by the well-known and
recently-retired Cambridge NT
scholar, is important for several
reasons. For one thing, the book
appears in a time when Christology
is, and deserves to be, a major
item for discussion. The Myth of
God Imecarnate (ed. J. Hick), has
brought a great deal of popular
attention to the subject, but

the theological student will learn
that a mass of literature and
results confronts one on this
topic. (See I.H. Marshall,

The Origins of New Testament
Christology Inter—-Varsity Press,
1976 and my own forthcoming
essay, '"Beyond Bousset: Recent NT
Christological Study," scheduled
for the March, 1979 issue of
Theological Studies). Secondly,
Moule's book is important because
it comes out of a distinguished
career of NT study. Finally,

this book is important because

it aims to treat the overall
phenomenon of the expression of
faith in Jesus in the first-
century church. ‘

Moule's major reason for writing
is his conviction "that there
are unexamined false assump-
tions behind a good deal of
contemporary New Testament
scholarship" (p. 1). Here he
refers particularly to the kind
of work flowing from the
"history of religions school,"
popularized for most contem-
porary students by Bultmann



and his pupils. Rather than
the evolutionary and syncre-
tistic process of christo-
logical formulation posited by
some scholars, Moule argues
that the process was a '"devel-
opmental" one, in which "what
was already there from the
beginning" unfolded in stages.
That is, Moule wishes to show
what was in all points deci-
sive for the formulation of
New Testament christology was
the impact of Jesus Himself,
rather than such things as
mystery cults.

Here Moule takes sides with
M. Hengel (The Son of God;
Philadelphia: Fortress, 1976)
and others in rejecting con-
clusions forcefully put forth
by Bousset, and many others
since. Moule reflects an
awareness of the latest re-
search available to him at
the time of writing, and yet
he moves into the New Testa-
ment text itself wherever he
can, so that the reader has
exposure to primary data,

as well as secondary liter-
ature.

In Chapter 1, Moule discusses
four christological descrip-
tions--Son of Man, Son of God,
Christ, kupios--and shows how
in meaning they all derive
from 0ld Testament categories,
not Hellensim. Chapter 2 is
heavily exegetical, treating

"the corporate Christ" in Paul's
writings. Here Moule by-passes

the christological titles to
provide other New Testament
evidence that Jesus functioned,
in the thinking of Paul, as a
divine figure. Chapter 3
deals with '"Conceptions of
Christ in writers other than
Paul," in which Moule argues
that Paul's conception of
Crhist was not unique in early
Christianity. This chapter is
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so brief (10 pages) that the
reader has little more than
Moule's conclusions, however.

In Chapter 4, Moule discusses
the death of Christ, seeking
what may be distinctive about
the way it was regarded in
early Christianity. His con-
clusion is that the distinc-
tiveness of the early Christ-
ian claim about Christ’'s

death has to do with the uni-
versality and accomplished
nature of the redemption pro-
vided by it. Chapter 5 treats
"the fulfillment theme in the
New Testament.' Here Moule
wants to show that it was
Jesus' own sense of fulfill-
ing 0ld Testament pattermns
that was the basis of the New
Testament concept of prophetic
fulfillment.

In Chapter 6, Moule summarizes
his case and deals very quickly
with the question of Christ's
pre—existence as a "legitimate
way of describing an aspect of
'what was there from the begin-
ning'" (p. 140).

In the final chapter, Moule turns
to the ultimate revelation of

God in history. Here Moule's
answer takes a dialectical form--—
". . . it is precisely because God
is revealed by Christ as a God who
became incarnate that he is able
to save those who sought or who
seek him in other ways . . ."
(p. 158). This chapter concludes

.with an interchange between Moule

and Haddon Willmer dealing with
this question of Christ and other
faiths.

After this résume of its contents,
a few c¢riticisms of the book are
necessary. The main problem with
the book is that it was clearly
not composed as a monograph, but
as occasional lectures. It is



something like a collection of
essays, and not all of equal
value and scholarship. This is
particularly annoying in view of
the price for the book! Further,
‘though Moule says his intent was
to show continuity "between the
undoubtedly historical Jesus and
the New Testament experiences of
him" (p. 136); in fact, much of
the book is concerned with the
continuity between the very early
post-Easter faith and later
Christological development.
Despite these criticism I believe
serious students of NT Christology
will find the book well worth
their attention.

OLD TESTAMENT

OLD TESTAMENT BOOKS FOR PASTOR
AND TEACHER

By Brevard S. Childs.
Westminister Press, 1977.

118 pages, $3.95.

Reviewed by Robert L. Hubbard
Associate Editor.

This book is the answer to an
0l1d Testament professor's prayers!
In his handy paperback Professor
Brevard Childs of Yale Divinity
School, one of America's lead-
ing 01d Testament scholars, an-
swers the question which plagues
all Bible teachers: "What are
the best OT books to buy for my
library?'" Further, the book's
conversational, narrative style
is more readable than an anno-
tated bibliography while serving
the same function. ‘

However, do not be misled: this
book is no hastily-thrown together
grocery list of academia's ''top
forty"; rather, it clearly follows
on the author's earlier clarion-
call for a renewed understanding
of the Bible as Christian Scrip-
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ture. Hence, the book intends to
facilitate that understanding by
guiding "the pastor in the pur-
chase and use of books" (p. 9)
whose "excellence" (a recurring
word in Child's statement of
purpose) in homiletical and theo-
logical content--in Childs' opin-
ion--opens up the Bible's mes-
sage. However, scholars and other
advanced students are not left

~out, for Childs lists many titles

of value to them as well.

This is not just a book about com-
mentaries. On the contrary,
Childs begins by evaluating other
theological bibliographies, basic
exegetical tools (Gesenius'

Hebrew Grammar is still best, Eng-
lish concordances like Strong's
and Young's are recommended as are
other Hebrew Bibles besides
Kittel), English translations
(none singled out as best),

Bible dictionaries and encyclo-
pedias (he praises multi-volume
sets like Interpreter's Diction-
ary and the older one by William
Smith over one-volume ones,

hedges on the value of G.

Kittel's NT theological diction-
ary), and OT introductions (none
are satisfactory though ones by
evangelicals Harrison, Young,

and Archer are listed).

As for books on Biblical history
and background, Childs slightly

prefers Bright over Noth and re-
commends atlases by H.G. May and
Wright and Filson, Wright's

_ Biblical Archeology, and deVaux's

Ancient Israel. Both the OT
theologies by Eichrodt and von Rad
are suggested, although Childs
also likes the older one by A.B.
Davidson. A chapter on books sur-
veying the history of exegesis is
also included.



-~The-major portion-of-the booky -~

however, .is about commentaries.
Among commentary series, Childs
applauds the 0ld Testament
Library and even Keil and
Delitzsch, cautiously praises
The Anchor Bible, criticizes
the Interpreter's Bible (later
he tells us which parts are
considered valuable). As for
one-volume commentaries, he
recommends Peake's Commentary
and The Jerome Biblical Com-
mentary but for some reason
omits mention of The New Bible
Commentary, Revised.

Az for individual commentaries on
Bible books, space limitations
dictate that our®comments be
limited to some general obser-
vations. First, we applaud
Childs' aim of selecting volumes
with theological and homiletical
value. His comments enable the
evangelical student to invest
wisely in books suitable for his
interest. But the advanced
student benefits from the book
also, for Childs not only men-
tions books suitable for him but
alsc evaluates non-English sources
as well.

Cbservable also in this book is an
idiosyncrasy of the author evi-
dent also in his other writings,
namely, his appreciation of
pre-critical commentators (church
fathers like Augustine, Reformers
like Luther and Calvin, medieval
Jewish scholars like Kimhi), as
well as great preachers (Spurgeon
and Blackwood, for example). Such
a breadth of approcach enhances

the value of Childs' book by ex-
posing the reader to a host of
valuable commentaries which are
otherwise overlooked this side

of the dawn of biblical criticism.
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~Finallyy, we applaudthe faetthat”

Childs mentions titles+from. a‘wide

~rtheological spectrum.  Hence;>

Childs lists with respect thotuigh

‘not with agreement ‘works by Kidner

on Genesis and Proverbs and Fein-
berg on Ezekiel. He praises -
Joyce Baldwin's volume on Haggai,
Zechariah and Malachi as "the
best all-around commentary on
these prophets" (p. 87). On

the other hand, we note that
some books popular among evan-
gelicals (Craigie on Deteronomy,
Young on Isaiah and Daniel) earn
but "faint praise" from Childs,
while others (The New Bible Com-
mentary, Revised, The New Bible
Dictionary and the recent multi-
volume sets published by Zon-
dervan) are entirely omitted.
All this suggests that Childs'
evauluations must be considered
in light of his theological and
critical stance. The old rule
of thumb still applies when

pur chasing books: '"Try before
you buy!" ’ :

Nevertheless, we are all in Pro-
fessor Child's debt for this in-
valuable guide to OT books. The
concluding bibliographyiwhich con-
veniently lists all titles cited
by Childs and their publishers is
a great improvement over other
lists which frustrate the pro-
spective buyer by leaving out

the publisher's name. Used with
discretion, this little volume
will aid the student in building
a useful library. I've already
started my own shopping list!



)

THE BIBLE IN ITS WORLD:

THE BIBLE AND ARCHAEOLOGY

TODAY

By Kenneth A. Kitchen

Ivp, 1978.

168 pages; $3.95.

Reviewed by Robert L. Alden,
Conservative Baptist Theological
Seminary, Denver, Colorado

This tidy little paperback has
to be one of the better bar-
gains available today. As Kit-
chen himself might say, it is
"chock-a-block full" of infor-
mation: dates, places, sherds,
inscriptions, monuments, tab-
lets and tells. Sometimes the
reader gets the impression that
he is reading the teacher's
classroom notes--the mere bones
with but the leanest of meat on
them. In other words, there
are no wasted words, no pic-
tures, and very little white
space anywhere in the book.

The author, the Lecturer in
Egyptian and Coptic in the
School of Archaeology and Or-
iental Studies at the Univer-
sity of Liverpool, takes us
from 10,000 B.C. to the close
of the first century of our era
although the New Testament re-
ceives only two pages. Being

a specialist in Egyptian liter-
ature, Kitchen probably gives
more attention to things Egyp-
tian than is commonly found in
general archaeology texts.

That 1s good because to ignore
it is to create an imbalance.
The Lavant, after all, had two
powerful neighbors throughout
antiquity, one to the north-
east and one to the southwest.

The blurb on the back cover
touts this volume as ''the
first book on Bible archae-
ology to make full use of the
spectacular discoveries at
ancient Syrian Ebla." That
is true. Kitchen offers not
just a few scattered details
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from Ebla appended to an
already written text, but de-
votes his second longest chap-
ter to this recent, spectacular
discovery. It is apparent that
Kitchen has read the various
articles in Italian, French,
English and German (mostly by
Pettinato the excavator and
Matthiae the linguist) relating
to Ebla. As with all the
chapters, there are bibliograph-
ical references and notes in
the back of the book. The Ebla
chapter e.g. has 57 such notes.
In addition, p. 156 lists about
a dozen works on the subject
and p. 159 has a simple map of
the city.

Other appendices include three
pages of synchronized charts
from the earliest period to New
Testament times, a select bib-
liography, three simple maps,

a general index and an index

to biblical references. So all
this makes for a lot of infor-
mation for the money.

On the negative side of the
ledger, it must be said that
the text is hard to read. The
print is tight, and one is
blitzed with so many facts that
if he didn't have a fairly good
background against which to put
all this information, he might
be overwhelmed. And Kitchen's
style is not the best. Many
sentences go on and on with
very complex structures (a la
older German works). While there

. is a certain freshness, e.g.

as in referring to Shoshenq's
victory stele as a "'jumbo’
visiting card" (p. 110) there

is also a certain tartness in
dealing with alternate opinions,
especially those espoused by
liberal scholars. Typical of
those more colorful remarks
which exemplify the apologetic
character of this volume is

this one directed to the ten-
dency to date the 0ld Testament



books late: Speculations by
T.L. Thompson in terms of

'"Maccabean or post-Maccabean'
(!) chronology imposed on the
Hebrew text simply beggar be-
lief as a species of cabbal-
istic gematria." (p. 57).

So, all in all, the book is

a strong defense of the Bible
as it has been traditionally
understood, including its mir-
acles, large numbers, and
countless historical and geo-
graphical references.

THEOLOGY

ESSENTIALS OF EVANGELICAL
THEOLOGY, VOLUME I:

GOD, AUTHORITY, AND SALVATION
By Donald G. Bloesch.

Harper & Row, 1978.

264 pages, $12.95

Reviewed by

Clark H. Pinnock

TSF Coordinator.

I will not try to conceal my
delight about the appearance

of the first volume of a two
volume systematic theology by
Dr. Bloesch. It fills an enor-—
mous gap in evangelical pub-
lishing in that it constitutes
the only up to date systematic
theology that affirms the range
of our convictions strongly and
interacts with today's theologi-
cal leaders, all within a rea-
sonably brief compass. It is
especially welcome because it
does not endorse some narrow
confessional stance, but is
catholic in its openess to
Lutheran and Calvinist, pie-
tist and charismatic, anabap-
tist and orthodox traditions.
It is helpful too in its con-
structive criticism of the
'bane' of evangelicalism when
it undercuts its own credi-
bility by concentrating on
periphral and nonessential
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matters. I believe Bloesch
sets the course for a new
alignment in evangelical

_theology which will recover its

roots both in Reformation and
renewal movements, and can
present a viable theological
alternative to the contemporary
options. This book, better
than any other, articulates
the TSF vision of a scholarly,
non-partisan evangelical the-
ology which promises to unite
a wide cross-section of people
on a common doctrinal platform.

Let me offer a few preliminary
comments on this first volume,
leaving until later a review of
the completed work. The second
volume, by the way, is scheduled
to appear in December, 1978.

1. Bloesch chooses to treat
the large topics of Christ-
ian theology in an orderly
manner rather than pur-
suing a central 'systematic'
principle through the en-
tire work.

2. Though open to a reverent
use of historical criti-
cism, Bloesch sees a danger
in allowing theology to
come under the scrutiny of
the criteria of 'general
reasonableness', insisting
that its validity is de-
tected by faith through
the witness of the Spirit.
This is the theme in the
work which pleases me the
least.

3. On the doctrine of God,
Bloesch shows his respect
for Barth's great chapter
on the subject in Church
Dogmatics II/1, and settles
upon a happy middle ground
somewhere between omnicau-
sal and process theism,
interacting with both.
There are details in this
chapter in particular which



will need to be expanded in
future writing, for example,
the difficult question of
God's foreknowledge in re-
lation to the issue of
determinism.

Regarding Scripture, it is
newsworthy to note that
Bloesch is content to speak
of the infallibility and
the inerrancy of the Bible,
while correctly insisting

~ that these terms be defined
biblically and not be taken
to close the door on re-
spectful biblical criticism.
Here too Bloesch endores the
moderate position 7SF has
taken in the past.

. ~On the deity of Christ and

the substitutionary atone-
ment, the writer is admir-
ably orthodox and compelling.
He defends both the virgin
birth and the bodily resur-
rection of Jesus, and is
sympathetic with efforts to
think through kenotic Christ-
ology in a traditional
framework. '

Three of the chapter deal
with soteriology: with total
depravity, salvation by
grace, and faith alone.
From the titles one can see
that Bloesch is oriented to
the Reformed camp; indeed,
he is professor in a Pres-
byterian seminary and comes
out of the Reformed churches.
But we ought not to miss a
significant shift from his-
toric Calvinism in his the-
ology at this point. For,
although he argues strongly
for the radical falleness
of man and his dinability
to respond to the gospel in
his own strength, he also
insists that the scope of
the atonement is universal
and that all stand under
the sign of election. I
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for one deeply appreciate
Bloesch's willingness to
revise Calvinistic ortho-
doxy -at the point whete,
for me, . the. shadow’ falls
most darkly

In closing, I would recommend
that all evangelicals and mem-
bers of TSF secure this system-
atic theology because it best
articulates in my judgment thé
path to follow as we bear test-
imony in the context of con-"
temporary theology.

PHILOSOPHY

GOD, FPREEDOM, AND EVIL

By Alvin Plantinga

Harper & Row, 1974

112 pages; $3.45.

Reviewed by Stephen T. Davts a
Assoctiate Edttor

Alvin Plantinga is one of the
top Christain philosophers in.
the world today. Professor of
Philosphy at Calvin College,

he is well known in Christian

and secular philosophical circles

for his logical skills, his rig-
orous arguments, and his ener-
getic defense of full-blooded
Christainity. This book covers
some of the same ground as his
more technical The Nature of
Necessity (Oxford University
Press: 1974), but unlike most
of Plantinga's works, it is
aimed at the general reader
rather than at the author's
professional colleagues. Sem-
inary students can understand
this book; they must only be
willing to think as hard as
they read.



God, Freedom and Evil is a dis-
cussion of two main topics in the
philosophy of religion, viz. the
problem of evil and the ontolo-
gical argument for the existence
of God. There are also excellent
but brief discussions of the
problem of divine foreknowledge
and human freedom and of the cos-
mological and teleological argu-
ments for the existence of God.
Plantinga's overall conclusion
from his discussion is that
theism is a rationally accept~-
able world-view.

Critics often say that the prob-
lem of evil shows that theism,
which affirms the following
statements, is self-contradictory:

1) God is wholly good
2) God is omnipotent
3) Evil exists

The problem, they say, is that
1), 2), and 3) cannot all be
true; the truth of any two of
them implies the falsity of the
third. Plantinga rebuts the
charge by means of the "free
will defense." Following August-
ine, he argues that moral evil
came into the world through the
free cinoices of created beings.
God cannot logically create a
world of morally free creatures
and guarantee that they will
never sin. If they are free, it
is up to them whether they sin
or not. Furthermore, a better
world might well result from
God's having created a world of
free creatures who sometimes sin
than would result from any other
sort of world he might have
created. It is logically
possible, then, that God has a
good reason for allowing evil to
exist. Thus 1), 2), and 3) are
consistent and theism is not
contradictory.
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Plantinga also argues that God's
omnipotence and goodness are com-
patible both with the huge amount
of moral evil that exists in the
world and with natural evil, i.e.,
pain and suffering not caused by
human beings. Of particular in-
terest here (and a point that has
caused much comment) is Plantin-
ga's crucial use of the figure of
Satan in his argument. Finally,
Plantinga argues against the
claim that the existence of evil
makes God's goodness and omnipo-
tence (not demonstrably false but,
improbable.

Plantinga is also known for his
interest in the ontolegical argu-
ment for the existence of God.
Invented by Anselm in the llth
century, this argument is one of
the most fascinating in the
history of philosophy. Unlike
most philosophers, Plantinga be-
lieves that the ontological ar-
gument has never decisively been
refuted, although he places
little or no religious emphasis
on it. Plantinga skillfully
discusses Anselm's own version
of the argument, the criticisms
of the argument that were raised
by Gaunilo and Kant, and the
contemporary modal version of
the argument of Charles Hart-
shorne and Norman Malcolm.
Finally, he criticizes the
standard Anselmian argument and
offers his own version. It re-
lies crucially on the notion
that the greatest possible being:
exists if it is logically pos-
sible that the greatest possible
being exists.

I disagree with Plantinga at two
points, but even if I am correct.
these are minor imperfections in
a first-rate work. Although I
agree that Kant fails to refute
the arguments, I do not think hic
remarks are at bottom irrelevant
to it. It 1is quite correct that



Anselm does not '"define God into
existence," as Kant may have
thought Anselm tried to do, but
Anselm does indeed treat the
term "exists" as if it were a
"real predicate' in that premise
of the ontological argument that
says, "Existence in reality is
greater than existence in the
mind alone." That is, he thinks
existence "adds something" to
the concept of a thing, viz.
_increased greatness.

Another minor point. 1In response
to Plantinga's own criticism of
the Anselmian argument (pp. 101-
104); I don't see why we can't
say. that the greatest possible
‘being has unsurpassed greatness
(if it exists) in all worlds—-
otherwise a greater being is
- possible, viz. one that has
-unsurpassed greatness in all
worlds. This is to say that the
greatest possible being is a
necessary being--which is surely
what 'Anselm means anyway, since
he makes it clear in Proslogion
IIT that it is greater to be a
necessary being than a contingent
being. '

This is a book which no seminarian
should miss. It is not often that
the evangelical world has a
spokesman who is recognized as

a seminal figure in his field by
Christian and non-Christian alike.
My advice is take advantage

of this fact, read the book care-
fully, enjoy some first-rate
philosophy of religion, and dis-
cover a truly definitive reply

to the problem of evil.

IF THERE IS A GOD, WHY ARE THERE
ATHIESTS?

By R.C. Sproul.

Bethany Fellowship, 1978.

166 pages; $1.95.

Reviewed by Stephen T. Davis.
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R.C. Sproul is Visiting Professor
of Apologetics at Gordon-Conwell
Seminary. His book, which was
originally published in 1974
under the title The Psychology
of Atheism, appears to have two
main aims. First, Sproul tries
to answer the classic criticism
of religion based on the '"pro-
jection theory" of Feuerbach,
Marx, and Freud. Second, he
tries to '"turn the tables" on
such critics by producing an an-
alogous argument against reli-
gious unbelief. 1In general I
believe Sproul succeeds admir-
ably in achieving the first,

but not the second. 4

Theologians should address them-
selves to the projection theory
of religion for nearly every be-
liever--scholar or not--has been
exposed to it. You believe in
God, it says, not because God
exists, but because you need to
believe in God; you long for
there to be a kindly, powerful
ruler of the world who will-
assuage your guilt and promise
you paradise, and so you project ..
these longings onto the universe;
Accordingly, God is nothing but

a human invention. Feuerbach in-
vented this critique of religion;
Marx gave it a socio-economic
twist; Freud interpreted it
psychologically.

Without using this term, Sproul
correctly points out that this
argument fails because it is an
almost perfect illustration of
the "genetic fallacy." No

theory about the origin of any
belief, be it a religious belief
or not, is relevant to the que-
stion of the belief's truth.
Sproul admits that the projection
theory is at least partially cor-
rect as a theory of the origin

of religion. Religion 7s a wish-
fulfilling opiate for some
people--but fortunately. this does
not apply to the Christian God.



This is Sproul at his strongest.
His point is that the Christian
God is not the sort of being we
would expect people to invent
were he merely a projection of
their deepest desires. God does
indeed have some "comforting'
qualities—-he is loving and for-
giving and he promises eternal
life. But these properties are
outweighed by his truly threat-
ening qualities--his power
(which intimidates us), his holi-
ness (which makes us ashamed),
his omniscience (from which no
secret can be hidden), his wrath
(which threatens us with hell),
and his sovereignty (which pre-
vents us from being autonomous).
Thus far Sproul's work is quite
incisive and provides a genuine
service to Christianity.

Sproul is on shakier ground, how-
ever, when he attacks religious
unbelief by offering a causal
explanation of it. Relying on

an extended exegesis of Romans

1, Sproul argues that it is clear
to everyone that God exists; the
problem is that we rebelled
against God and refuse to-ach-
knowledge him. Lost in sin, our
minds are darkened by our bias
against God. Unbelief exists,
then, because of sin. The up-
shot is that believers who feel
threatened by the attacks of
critics can relax: the burden

of proof is now on the unbeliever
to justify his position, not on
the believer to justify his.

But nagging questions about this
approach come to mind which
Sproul does not answer. For ex-
ample, in precisely what sense is
it "manifestly true," as Sproul
claims, that God exists (see

pp. 71, 152)? Unsophisticated
believers, of course, can be
comforted by such claims, and
there is a well-known line of
Christian apologetic, with which
evangelicals are familiar, which
blithely assures us that the
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available evidence, if weighed
fairly, must lead any rational
person to Christianity. Each
time I encounter this line of
argument, I confess I patiently
await the expected irrefutable
argument for the truth of
Christianity. Unfortunately,
it is never forthcoming. '"Tt
sounds good, folks, but it

just ain't true" that unbe-
lievers are all intellectually
incompetent and only Christians
are rational. To imply that
the existence of the Christain
God is "manifestly true" is
at the very least misleading;
certainly it would be over-
simplified to say that Paul makes
this claim. Sproul should have
explained himself much more
thoroughly than he has done.

One other critical point: while
I agree wholeheartedly that God's
threatening qualities make him

a poor candidate for status as
an anthropomorphic projection,
it may be that Sproul leaves him-
self open to criticism because.
of his heavy reliance on the an-
alysis of religious experience
of people like Otto, Eliade, and
Sartre. For example, how would
he answer a believer who simply
said: "Well, encountering God
is in no sense a trauma for me'?
Do all believers experience in
God an ominously threatening
trauma which must be repressed?
Sproul seems to be saying yes,
but this is hard to believe. I
suspect he is either generalizing
from the experience of God some
believers admittedly do have or
else is confusing a theological
analysis of our relationship to
God with a descriptive analysis
of what people in fact experience
when they encounter God.

Despite these caveats, Sproul's
book is definitely worth reading.
Above all, his reply to the
"projection" critique of reli-
gion seems to me decisive.
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LIBERATICN AND CHANGE By Gustavo
Gutierrez and Richard Shaull
(Knox) Reviewed in Occasional
Bulletin (Vol. II, No. 3) by
Alan Neeley (Southeastern Baptist
Seminary, Wake Forest)

THY WILL BE DONE: PRAYING THE
OUR FATHER AS SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY
By Michael Crosby (Orbis). Re-
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(Vol. II, No. 3) by Thomas Clark
(Woodstock Theological Center,
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olie Biblical Quarterly, 39 '
(1977) p. 482-496.

Raymond Abba, "The Origin and
Significance of Hebrew Sacri-
fice," Biblical Theology Bul-
letin 7 (1977) 123- 38.

B.S. Childs, "The Canonical
Shape of the Prophetic Lit-
erature," Interpretation 32
(1978) 46-55.

Elmer A. Martens, '"'Tackling 01d
Testament Theology," Journal of
the Evangelical Theological So-
ctety (1977) 123-132.

Richard J. Baukham, '"The Rise of °
the Apocalyptic," Themelios 3/2
(1978) 10-23.



7IK FORUM TAPES

TAPE ORDERS:

Please order tapes by number and
title. Make checks payable to
Forum Tapes. We cannot bill, so
payment must accompany order.
NOTE: Our tapes are available
only to seminarians because of
our arrangements with the lec-
turers and original producers of
the tapes. Tapes are $2 each and
81 extra per tape for foreign

air mail. Order from: Forum Tapes
8301 Bruton .Rd., Dallas, TX 75217.

SCRIPTURE: INSPIRATION,
AUTHORITY AND BIBLICAL
CRITICISM

No. 13 The Present Confusion
in the Church's Use of

the Bible, by Brevard Childs

.offers an examination of con-

temporary biblical criticism, with

some suggested correctives.
TITLES IN EVANGELISM

No. 40 The Biblical Basis of Evan-
gelism by John R.W. Stott

No. 41 Methods and Strategies of
the Early Church By Michael
Green

No. 42 The Church as God's Agent
in Evangelism by Howard
Snyder and Two Continents,
Two Realities by Francis
Schaeffer.

Michael Green Series: Foundations
for Evangelism from the New Test-
ament Churches:

No. 44 The Secret of NT Evangelism

No. 45 The Quality of Early Church
‘ Life

No. 46 The Shape of the Early
Church's Message

No. 47 Motives of Early Church
Evangelism

21.

STOTT SERIES: "Being Christ's
Church" Dr. John R.W. Stott
served as Rector of All Souls
Church in London for 25 years and
is the author of numerous books
and commentaries. 7Time magazine
refers to him as "the leading
figure among British-evangelicals."
He now ministers worldwide as an
expositor and conference speaker.

No. 60 Faithfulness in Preaching
No. 61 Reality in Worship
No. 62 Warmth of Fellowship

No. 63 Marks of a Spirit Filled
Church

No. 64 Compassion in Service
-Entire series only $7.50-

METZGER SERIES: Dr. Bruce Metzger
is Professor of NT at Princteon.
The first three tapes in the series
are studies in I John.

No. 70 God is Light
No. 71 God is Righteous

No. 72 God i1e Love

No. 73 Unity and Diversity of the
& 74 Seriptures, Parts I & I1
-Entire series only $7.50-

MISCELLANECUS SUBJECTS:

No. 94 I Believe inthe Historical

Jesus. Comprehensive in-
troduction to the whole question -
of the "historical Jesus" by Eng-
lish Methodist scholar, I. Howard
Marshall.



From TSF England, 2 lectures per
tape:

No. 101 Philosophical Influences
on Wellhausen and Co., by
R.K. Harrison. Introdu-
eing the Documentary Hypo-
thesis of the Pentateuch;
By Stephen Motyer. Two
OT scholars offer helpful brief
~introductions to a major problem
area for students beginning or an-
ticipating OT studies.

No. 111 A Christian Approach to

Theological Study by

Nigel Cameron, An Approach

to Modern Theology by
Donald Allister. Helpful parti-
cularly for beginning students and
those having difficulty coping
with the style of theological
study today.

No. 112 Biblical Authority and
Biblical Criticism by
David Wenham, Farly
Church Christology by
I. Howard Marshall.

22.

SERIES BY THIELICKE

The four lectures in this series
were given by Dr. Thielicke in
English at a California conference
in 1978. Concentration and per-

~ serverance will be required in

listening to the tapes, but the
effort will be rewarding. The two
additional tapes include remarks
by Thielicke and translation by
Darrel Guder. One tape (#135)is
entirely questions and answers
clairifying Thielicke's concep~
tual model of the "Two Kingdoms"
and discussing hermeneutical and
pragmatic qﬁestions on ethics,
faithfulness and the uniqueness
of Christian actions. The other
tape includes remarks by Mark
Branson and Darrel Guder on the
state of American theological
education and is followed by
Theilicke's answers to questions
Marxism, liberation theology, and
the term "evangelical."

The tapes are best used as a set,
but the two Q&A tapes are usable
by themselves for a beginning
understanding of Thielicke's
material.

No. 131 The Godless World and the
Wordless God

No. 132 The Problem of Love

No. 133 Proclamation as a Poli-
tical Factor

No. 134 Proclamation im Confron-
tation with Modern Man

No. 135 Questions answered by
Thielicke

No. 136 American Theological Ed-
ucation and comments by
Thielicke
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Order by title and author. Pay-
ment must accompany all orders.
ADD 25¢ handling per order. Make
checks out to "TSF Research" and
send to 16221 Mulholland Drive,
Los Angeles, CA 90049.

BIBLIOGRAPHIES: (10¢)

KARL BARTH by Donald Bloesch
(Dubuqgue)

JACQUES ELLUL by David Gill
(New College, Berkeley)

G.F.W. HEGEL by O. Kem Luther
(Eastern Mennonite College)

PROCESS THEOLOGY by Jack Rogers
(Fuller Seminary)

REDACTION CRITICISM by Grant
Osborne (Chicago)

N E W: DIETRICH BONHOEFFER by
’ Kenneth Hamilton

A SELECTIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR THE
STUDY OF CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY by
Clark Pinnock (Toronto)

- A SELECTIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR
CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS

23.

SPECIAL ARTICLES: (25¢)
"An Evangelicél Theology of the
Charismatic Renewal" by Clark-

Pinnock.

"The Inerrancy Debate among the -

" Evangelicals" by Clark Pinnock.

"A Simple View of Pfayer" by
George Hunsinger, editor of
Karl Barth and Radical Politics

"An Account of an Impromptu
Exegesis for Preaching on Mat-
thew 10:26-33" by R.H. Fuller.
(A response prompted by a
critique of Fuller in The
Challenge of Religious Studies
by Howkins)

"Evangelical Theology: Consgerv-
ative and Contemporary" by Clark
Pinnock (A lecture delivered in
October, 1977)

"Langdon Gilkey's Address at
Notre Dame" (referred to in
Gilkey's letter to Pinnock)

"An Evangelical View of
Scripture"” by Francis
Andersen (IFES Journal
Reprint)
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MONOGRAPHS

Order by Code #, title and author
Payment must accompany order:
$1.95 per monograph: $1.55 each
(20% savings for orders of 5 or

more) Add 50¢ per order for
handling.
#201 What did the Cross Achieve?

This is an excellent, clear
presentation of the evangel-
ical doctrine of the atone-
ment. Packer, a British
theologian/pastor inter-
acts with various modern
theologies and defends a
Reformed, orthodox position.

#209 A Bibliographical Guide to

i

#210

New Testament Research by
R. T. France. This guide
by the author of Themelios
is specifically prepared
for the research student
and does not duplicate
Thisleton. It could be a
printed course in library
research methods for the
advanced student of the NT.
It goes into lexical aids,
text criticism, papyrology,
the targums, grammars, per-
iodicals and the like.

New Testament Commentary
Survey by Anthony Thistleton
The aim of these booklets
is to survey and comment on

the best resources available .

in English for understanding
the theological significance
of both the OT and NT. It
has in mind the average
seminary student or religion
major rather than the
research scholar. After
explaining the functions of
a commentary, it goes on to
describe and evaluate ohe-
volume commentaries and
series. After that, it ex-
amines commentaries on each
and every OT and NT book,
providing brief, but highly
illuminating remarks on each.

24,

#211

#212

#213

#2215

It closes with a presenta--
tion of the "best buys".
Anyone concerned with
preaching and teaching the
OT or NT will find these
useful, perhaps indispens-
able. (50 pp.)

0ld Testament Commentary
Survey By John Goldingay
(updated and edited by Mark
Branson and Robert Hubbard)

A Positive Approach to the
Gospels by Gernais Angel.
These three lectures were
given at the TSF Conference
in England. Angel is Dean
of Studies at Trinity Col-
lege, Bristol. 1In dealing
with issues of gospel crit-
icism, he covers "History
and the Gospels," "Prin-
ciples of Interpretation of
the Gospels" and "The Re-
lationship between the Syn-
optic Gospels and the Fourth
Gospel." Pinally, he deals
with specific problems en-
countered by "conservativesg"
who work with "liberal"
faculties." (24 pp.)

Faith in the 0ld Testament

What was the meaning and
importance of faith in the
OT? Wenham explores these
questions in three lectures:
the Pentateuch, the Prophets,
and the Psalms.

Philipptans 2 and Christology

In studying Philippians
2:5-11, MacLeod focuses on
the purpose for us of "Have
this mind among yourselves
that Christ Jesus had."

The focus is on the ethical
implications. This erphasis
is developed within the
context and the Christolo
gical base for behavior is
expounded.



TSF RESEARCH ORDER FORM

TITLE: Amount:

TOTAL

NAME

ADDRESS

Make checks payable to
TSF RESEARCH, 16221 Mulholland Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90049
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FORUM TAPES ORDER FORM

# Speaker TITLE Individual Cassette or Series Price

TOTAL TOTAL

TOTAL ENCLOSED

Name
Address
Make checks payable to FORUM TAPES, 8301
Bruton Rd., Dallas, TX 75217.
MONOGRAPH ORDER FORM:
CODE # TITLE AUTHOR AMQUNT
TOTAL POSTAGE

TOTAL ENCLOSED
Address

Name

Send to: TSF Monograph, 233 Langdon, Madison, WI 53703.
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