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8aptist istorieal Soeiety. 

Bunyan 9 S Imprisonments. 
A LEGAL STUDY. 

T HER~ has long heen c~nfusiol[l ~s to ~he numb. er. 
of tImes that BunYi<ln was lmpinsonedl, the 
clh:arg;es under which he 'WIaS conyic:ted, the 

jails in which he wjas confined. :Tihe fbllowli:ng1 studYi 
presents a new authoritative .aba~ent wihich settles 
hOlW, why:, and where he was originally imprisoned, 
land sh'OlW)s tth:at he w/as nOlt rel!easedl in 1666. It 
analyses the various law:s undier twlhich prosecution 
!Was possible, and ·shows that Bunyan .was probably,' 
arresteq. tiWioe in 1675 on two :different charg,es.· ,The 
policy, :and humanity; of the laws are not expatiated 
on; the stuO)'; is critioal, not homiletic. IncidJentallyj 
some mistaken interpretation of dates is rectified, amI! 
attention is drawn to. a discrepancy; QS to the date of 
Bun~an's licence to preach in'1672. While for the 
second time material is thus offered for correcting 
future editions of Dr. BrQWlI1's jg'fI(~;at biograph}'l, it 
is :with hearty; appr.eciation of: that W!ork,WIhich will 
remain the standard!. 
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2 Bunyan's Imprisonments 

An Abortive Indictment, 1658. 
The first time that Bnny~ :oame into trouble 

with the laW! w:as in the Protectorat'e, when he was in 
his thirti,eth yrear. On.the 25th of February 1657/8 
the Bedford church decided to set aside the 3rd of 
M~rdl to seek God on fiVle matters, two 'Of which are 
l'Ielrated; :-Tlh!e affairs 'Of the nation, What to do· with 

,respect to the indictment :against brother Bunyan at 
the assilles for preaching at' Eaton. 

The affairs; of the' nation stood thus. o liver 
Cromwell ,Wlas now: Protector, ruling und1er a; written 
constitution :which defined several rights, 'Of the people, 
the parliament, the protector. But the second pro­
tectorate parliament'W'hich assemblea: on 20 JanuarYr 
had been diss'Olv,ed on 4 February, as the CQmmons 
would do nQthing but debate on the cOlIlstitution, while 
the larmy: 'was being stirred t'O mutiny, and men were 
being ,enlisted in the cause of Charles, the duke 'Of 
Ormond being the focus in Drury; Lial1!e.,. During! 
February thechitef plotters were lodg,ed in the. TQwer, 
and a High Court of Justice w:as appointed in April 
to try them; the leaders were lexecuted in June. 
. Carlyle perpetually represents the "Frantic'-Ana­
baptists" as 'contributing to these troubles by, plotting 
insurr,ectiQns. :The 'germ of truth uIlderlYiingi his mis­
representations may; he illustrate<Ii by; ,an address. 
preserved by; CLar,endon land reprinted by; Crosby, i. 72, 
sent tQ Charles at Bruges in 1657 /8 by Wildman the 
Leveller, the Hedworths. of Durham, John Sturgion 
a life-guard, and 'Others; not 'One of whom is know:n in 
an ordinarY) Baptist church. But it is conceivable that 
oo~temporaries were aeceived bYj the accusations of 
Featley) and 'did' attribut'e to the Baptists a spirit of 
unrest land mutinYI; although it cannot be . too clearly; 
r,epeated that the men named by Oarlyle were n'Ot 
Baptists. . 

How did Cromwell view: the situation? He spoke 
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to his republican Commons about sects (whether upon 
a r,eligious acoount or upon a civil) struglgling to be 
uppermost and have the power to trample 'upon man's 
liher~i~~n spiritual respects, while all the time a: 
malignant episcQpal party, was waiting for an, oppor­
tunity to destroy all. The' first protectorate parliament 
had· !already done much to justify his charge. Its. 
treatment of Bidd1e, of Naylor, its bill for compulsory; 
catechizing which he Vletoed, its amendm~nt of'· the 
Instrument of Gov,emment into the Humble Petition 
and Advice-all show a bitter intolerance. 

TherefQore it may, with hesitation be sug'gestei(l 
that 'some men who honestly thought that Buny~n's; 
preaching tended to. stir ill-will and! even foment 
insurrection, had indicted him for sedition. The:. 

. trouble may have been on another score, .for as he 
acknow1edg'ed', "when I went first to preach the word 
abroad, the doctors and priests of the country did 
open wide a:g:ainst me." Now on 2'0 December 1647, 
Thomas Becke had be.en appointed by, the Lords to 
Eaton Soccon, and all their appoin.tees were strong: 
Presbyterians, most averse to lay-preaching. Just as 
"priest Lampitt" of Ulverston sought to put down 
Ge~rge Fox, so Becke may have tried to put down 
BunyfW, whether as violating the ordinance of June 
1646, Qr as violating the elev'enth clause of the Humble 
Petition and Advice: On anYI supposition whatever, 
the law ~as doubtful, and with the' disapp:earance of 
the :siecond parliament, Oliver's r,estoration oft order, 

. and his toleration of non-sedltious p'l1eachers, the 
danger passed so effectually that we knOWi nothing 'Of 
the '~JCact charge, or how Bunyanescapedi the danger~ 

The Conventic:le Ac:t. 1593. " 
With the return of' Chiarl,esII, :sevieral ancient 

Laws Wle!\e brought to mind ag'~in, includingl the First 
Conventic1e Act, 35 Elizabeth cap. 1., 'Ah Act to retain 
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the Queen's subjects in obedience; this hJad been 
'continueai four times, and had been made pennanent 
:sinoe ,1624. AnY[ person absenting himself from his 
Parish church for a month might be committed to 
prison and could not be bailed.' out, until he made; 
:public submission in a book ~ept by, the minister, and 
-oertifi,ed to the bishIQP. If he remained obstinate for 
three months he might be warned by; the bishop or 
by: lanyjustice of the peaoe, andmight be brought to 
quarter sessions to abjure the realm, i.e., to go straight 
to la specified port and' prooeed into permanent exile: 

,If he r'efusedi to do this, he w:as to be adjudged a 
felon, land was to suffer death without benefit of clergy, 
,Tlhis Law had been no dead letter; Francis J ohnson: 
and his fTiends had been transported to the gulf of 
s.t. L;alwrenoe under it; Copping and Thacker had; 
been hlanJ,ged. 'But for many: years i~ had been 
forgotten, /CLn]d! ,En:gland! had lately! S!ee!fi! a large 
measure of libertYj as to' conventicles. . , 

BunYM was one of the first to fiu(i! that it was 
again in force; on 12 November 1660, a county; justice 
committeidl him for trial. Paul Cobb, clerk' of the 
peaoe, !Was then sent to him to exp~ain what the next 
steps:would! be; he thus came to, understand that, 
after conviction he might be served 'With a fonnal 
ciuation, which must issue in conformity:, exile, or 
kieath. ;Wb.en he was brought up rat the Christmas, 
,QUlarter $essions ,andi dhJarged, he puzzled the court 
by declining; to plead, eit:11er Guil~y~ or Not· guilty, .. 
,until he utteI1ed) one or other of those formulas" the 
trial :could not proceed!, and though 'he' does, not seem 
tohJave int'ended! la 'deadlIQck, his lengthy explana­
tions were not J:1e{fucible tio leither pLea; 'tn such a 
contingency;, if the chargle WJel1e for' felony~ the law . 
provided that a: man be stI1etched! on hisb:ack, and 
heavy weights oti stone or iron should! be pde:d on 
him,'lUiO!I'e' than he coulG! blear, till he pleaded or 

, . 
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died. Within three y:e;ars this had actually been done~ 
and a. Cavalier had' been submitted' to this torture!; 
the bystanders could not endure it, and some of his 
frienas had jumped on him tOo end his agony? But 
this charge was not for £elony, it was simplYi aJ 

statutory: mis'demeanour. . 
The chairman was Sir John l(,elyn:ge, newlYJ 

cJ."iejat1ea S,erjeant at L!alwi; he flell back upon a; 
suggestiQon made in the thirteenth oentury, by; Bracton', 
'and laid it dorwn that if the prisoner w!ould not con­
'dense his answer, would persist in a Lengthy; exp~ana­
rion, would not utter either c'Oncise formula, then this 
conduct should be . regnrdied as· tantamount t'O a 
clanfession. He ordleI1e'd the clerk to recQord this, and 
sent BunYian tOo prison as convicted undier the first 
dause of the ConV1entide Act. Here is an aocount 
of! the matter, as given by; that very) Clerk of the 
P'eJaoe'OnIO December 1670. 

Imprisoned till Conformity. 1660. 
"One BQony!on was indicted upon the Statute of 

35 Elizabeth, fot being at a Convlenticle. He. was 
in prison, and W!aS brought into Court and' the 
indictment read to' him; and because he refused .t'O 
plead t'O it, the Court 'Ordered me to record his 
cQnf'ession, and he bath lain in p!ri<sonupon that 
cQnviction, ev'er since Christmas Sessions,I2 Chas. 11. 
And my, Lord Chief J us rice Kleelinge W1as then upon 
the -Bench, and gave the rule, and had the like, a 
y;~ar :agQ, against others. Bonyon bath petitioned all 
the 'Judges :of .Nssi21e, as they~ came the Circuit, but: 
could never be released. And truly, I think it but 
·relasonable that if any: 'One 0.00 appear, and afterward~ 
will nQt plead, but that ypu should take judgment! 
by nihil dicit, 'Or confession." 

1 Encyclopt1!dia Britamtica. XXI. 58. 
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This document, ;whose Later information will be 
considered in due course, w:as sent by Paul Cobb to 
Rioger ~eny:on, clerk of the peace for Lancashire, 
,apparently as a gui<le to pjrDcedure, in 167'0. I t has 
lain unnoticed amDng the' ~enYion family papers, it 
'Was transcribed iClnd printed in 1894 f:Or the Historical 
Manuscripts' CommissiDn. Yet the transcriber and 
editor did not notice the int'eliest of the letter, whether 
on the legal side, or on the personal: indeed he did 
not recogniz,e the name, an{l' confusing 0 with the 

I antique form' IOf e, he printeld it BenYiDn. 
It is not correct to say, that Bunyanwas kept 

a prisoner in aefiance Dff Haheas Corpus. NobodY; 
ever tried to obtain that writ on his behalf ;an.d! \ 
IOn the facts being stated no judge would' have seen 
even a prima facie ~e to issue it. He had had 
an Dpen trial, and was sentenoed to exactly what 
the law. providedl-imprisonment till he oonformed. 

There w,as hOWlever a method of forcing the pace, 
and this ,was taken in perfectly, legal form. If he 
d~d I,lot (confiorm ;within three months, ",every such 
offender, being;thereunto warned or required by, any 
justice of the peaoe of the same county: where such! 
offender ,sh:all then be, shall upon his corporal oathl 
before· . .'. quart:er sessions . . . or at the assizes . . . 

,abjure ,this ,maIm . . . and' if any such off,ender . . . 
shallr'efus'e ... [he] shall be .adJud'g1ed a felon and 

. shall suffer." Cobb therefore was sent, not in a semi­
official capacity, but in full official capacity, to warn 
him on 13 April; and' requilie him to appear at the 
next. quart'er-sessions. 

But this plan was baulked by the coronation Dn 
23 April, when by proclamation Charles offer~d par~()n 
to many classes DfI prisoners, inchidJin:gI" those in' 
B,unYlaJn's case, if they would sue out their pardon 
within a year. So that theJ:'ie WlaS a blocking of! the 
abjuration proceedings till 23 April 1662"aIid we nev~r 
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hear again 'Of their being pursu~d. I t is necessaryJ 
to point out that Charles did not order the jail doers 
to be opened, he invited' priseners te apply, for pardO'n. 
If we come to strict law, the justices had~ ,as we have 
said, a per£ect right to kJeep BunYjaI1 in prison, having 
prefened a plain charge and given a fair trial, arid 
~ssed the appropriate sentenoe. 

BunYr8ll himself wrote an account of what 
follewed, which was not printed' till 1765. His wife 
went to London :and consulted "lord Barkwood"­
not :an Oliverian lord-who did not giv;e her the £30 
to sue out pardon, but after censulting other lords, 
referred her to the judig,es 'Of iassize. The pathetic 
scenes at Bedford in August are well knewn, but 
we arc intent 'On law, not pathos. Justice Hale, when 
he understood the state 'Of affairs, liVie'd up ,to the 
spirit 'Of chief-justice Hy!de :-" Mjy: brethren and myself 
are te see that y~u suffer nething fer y,our want of 
knowledge in matter 'Of law." Hale showed her that 
there were three courses open; she might go straight 
to the king, she might sue 'Out a pardon, she might 
apply fer a writ oferI1Or~ This third alternative has 
not been criticised; evidently it r:elated to Kelynge's 
new: ruling, which might preve to be bad laW'. , Buny,an 
being but :a layptan 'in such matters, did not grasp 
the full meaning here, though fertunat'ely; he preserved 

,the words. . 
,Tihe initiative rested with himd'uring the y:ear 

of gr,ace, and he was even a1lowed out 'Of prison by! 
the jailor, so that net only, did the church in S:epte~bei 
and October send him visiting, but he ev;en went to' 
L!on(lion to censult en his best course. Hale had 
said! that a Writ of: Error Would! be the cheap~st 
procedure, b!utBunYian was nOot rich!, and lawyers 
wou1Jd; hardly; be eagter to c:hamp~on an obscure 
mechanic, even with such a novel point to, argue. 
He did nothing,y:et the Christmas Quart'er Sessions 
of :1661 -2 couLd not act as the y:ear was not up: 
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Then BunYJ3.Il, probably in mere ignorance, com­
plicated things mor,e. He induoeJd the jailor to put 
down his n:ame On' the oa1en:diar of people awaiting: 
trial . for f:elonYi at the Assize in March. Bis own 

. story mel1ely states the fuct, and it is not easy, to 
see whether eVien wihen . he w:rQte he had realized' the 
absurdity of this. ~aul Cobh, Clerk of the Peace, 
when he fQund! it out, was indignant. Buny~ was 
not awaiting trial, he had been tried! am convictedi; 
if he intended tOo ch:al1engre the legrality) of KelYJIl'ge's' 
ruling, that was a matter to be argued Qut b)) lawy;ers 
at Westminster; if he intended to move fo,r a habeas 
corpus, that also must be done at Westminster. So 
Cobb bJotte'd his name out of the calendar, an'd them 
was no hearing before the judgre. Bunyan seems to 
hi~ve anticipat'ed' Mr. Bumble in' the immortal oonclu­
sion toot the law; W/as an ass, ana: he en'd'ed: his 
de trailed storYi with this fiasco. Meantime there were 
curious and' rapid develogrnents in procedure, which 
must be notled. 

Kelinge had been rapidly waxing in importance.2 . 

As a lawy;er he had been advising Wlith the judges on 
the trials of the Regicides; he had! been a counsel' 
for the prosecution on the trial .of Sir Henry VanJe, 
:and alsQ on that of John James, the Bap~ist minister, 
fortreaso'n.3 Op. this latt'er occasion, James also 
declined :at first tOo plead, but was frightened at length 

'to oomply; by the Via:gue threats of' the judge that 
.. worse things would flOlloW!."· Kely;nge was now 
member of parliament f:or Bed!fo'rd!, anId! was at this 
~omentdtafting the new Act of UniformitYi; he was 
far too busy! t.o. attend to a petty; prisoner in the 
country:. 

• Foss: ludg:es 0/ Enll'land .(1864), VII , 137. 

3 State_ Trials, VI:; 74. 
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The Proper Record when no Plea was Uttered, 1662. 
Moreover, la new rule had all1eadYi been laid down 

on the point he hia!d!idiecided. John: Crook was a 
famous Quaker, most active not only, in Bedfordshire, 
but in the counties :aajO'ining'.He had been a justice 
'during the ProtectO'rate, and was no, novice in the . 
liaw. In May 1662 he was brought up beffoI"e. Chief 
J ustioe Foster to' t~e the Oaths,4, and! he pro~ed a 
most delightful pleader, leading the judge on to' lay; 
it down that the Oatbl 'Ought' not to he tendered 
repeatedly, and 'even that onde wO'uld suffice; wihere­
upon he offer,e'd evidlenoe th:at he bald t~eJl it y~ars 
before. Thle Judge feU back on the point that he was 
charg:ed !with nO't taking it how, :andl requiI"eid him 
to Iplea.ld Guilty; O'r NoOt guilty;. Crook was most elusive 
in !delay,s and objectioOns, hut was held to this. And 
Foster laid it down repeateidlYi that if he declined .to 
plea:d, :tl,le alternative was la ~remunire, which involved 
that 'he was out ofi the king's pr-otection, that his 
property :wIas forfeit, that he'. should! be imprisoned 
for :life. This method~ W'asbeing nowl frequently 
emplO'yed. ~ . 

Her·e :then the ruling of a chairman of Quarter 
SessiO'ns is set aside and a Chief J ustioe staN~s the law 
diff.er,ently. ,The pO'int c:ame up in a diffel1ent cO'nnec­
tiO'n, but the point was the same. Paul Cobb would 
soO'n learn this, fior Crook was 'WIell known in Bedford­
shire, and the slCeiIle in court was too amusing to 
escape notice ,ev·en froOm laymen. CO'bb knew now 
that if Buny~n moved: £or his Writ of Error, he would' 
appl<1rently; get it; the upjshot however wouldl be 
imprison:ment ~or li£e, so that hie would onlyj avert 
the 'contingencies of! exile and death, remaining as 
he was. 

4 State Trials, VI., 213-222. 
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Another 'ch:an,gle in the law soon followed'. On 
18 June 1663 Kelynge was raised to the bench. Here 
he may have pointed out to his brethren the possible 
advantage 'Of his plan when: no. reguLar plea was 
entered. On 9 October 1664 Chief Justice Hyde laid 
it down, and curiously enough against another Baptist, 
Benjamin Keaoh, "If ypu refuse t'O pJ,ead Guilty; or 
Not guilty" I shall take it pro confesso and give 
judgment iilgainst ypu accordingly."5 . 

Bunyp.n iwas petiti'Oning the Judges at every assize, 
say~ Cobb; hut there was nothing for them to do. 
Re was convicted and in prison; at any moment he 
might make formal submission and come out; he 
declined, apd the law was dear that he must stay in 
till he submitted'. 

A t this time the draconic nature of the Eliza" 
bethan Conventide Act was brQught into prominence. 
Several Buckingham justices had arrested so many 
pe'Ople that the Ay)esbury jail was filled, and two 
houses were taken to accommodate the overflow<. Ten 
men and two women, taken at B,aPtist w:mship ,in 
Aylesbury, were theJ:1e ex.acdy in Bunyan's plight. But 
whereas no 'Bedfordshire justice was now forcing the 
issue, one Farrow had: the twelve brought up to abjure 
the realm at quarter sessions. As they; dedined~ they, 

,were 'S'entenoed to. death, quite 1egally~ and all their 
property 'Y'as at once Slei~ed, as <:;onvicted felons.. The 
son 'Of 'One of them, Thomas ,Mon:ck, " M;essenger" for 
the district, rode at once to London, and through Kiffin 
obtained an intr:oduction to Chanoellor Clarendon, 
cousin of chief justice Hyde. He promptly told 
Charles, who was surprised to hear.thJaJtsudb' la sentence 
was possible, and instantlYI issued a repri'eve. . On 
20 July; 1663 a formal warrant was given to the jud~s 

I Stat. T'f'iah, VI., 705. 
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,of assize tOo deliver to the sheriff, authorizing their 
\l"elease.6 

A Temporary Conventic:1e Act, 1664-1668. 
,This made it clear that some aheration of the law. 

was necessary" for' public opinion would hardly 
tolerate theexecutiono£ conventicleTs wholesale. But 
Clarendon and Sheldon desired penalties as severe 
:as possible, fQr by! this time there were thousands of 
men sy;mpathising. with the ejected ministers, and 
attendlnjg' on their pI1eaching. The Declaration of 
Indulgence issued on 26 December 1662 had been 
rendeI1ed futile by! Clarendon in the spring, when he 
induced the LoIidS tOo drop a: bill baSted on it. An 
impeachment of him in July; 1663 had fai1ed, arid 
:in his triumph he carried! a neW! temporaIiY: 

'Conventide Act on: 17 May: 1664, to hold! for three 
)}'leIafS from the end! Qf the' curr-ent session:,' and to 
the end of1 the session then :existing. 

Now the fifth section of this neW! Act incorporated 
Kelyng1e's method 'Of dealing with a person who did 
not plead!:-" If such off'endier shall refuse to plead 
the generlal issue, or tOo comess the in'dictment~'.. . 
such offendier shall be transported beypnid the seas 
to any of hismaJes~':s fOliei~ plantations (Virginia 
and New England only, ,excepted) thelie' to remain 
seven YJe:ars." It would! be a nice legal point, whether 
BunYian, convicted un!der the Elizabethan Act, oould 
be 1Jr;8.jnsportied under th~ new Act. As on 21 
Novemherl66s KdYJllge succeeded Hydie as chief 
justice of the King,'s. Bench, any, application there, 
for a Haheas Corpus or a Writ of Error WiaS not likely 
to succeed. ' 

I State Papers DDmestic; 77, 26. The' story was told from the prisoners' 
side in 1715. and printed by Crosby, 11., 181, with comment showing his 
ignorance of Bunyan's case. 
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It still ;was possible fnr the bishop or fnr anYl 
6:fficiO'us justice tOo serve Buny/an with! a citation under 
Eliza:beth's aq; the possibility, was kept b'ef'ore him, 
for he wrote in his Prison Medit:ations of 1665, 

When they; .dO' talk of hanishment, 
Of death, or such-lil~e things; . 

Then to' me God! sends heart's content, 
That like a :t:ountain springs. 

Next y~r he published his Grace Abounding, at 
section 319 of which he mentioned his then condition. 
They "did sent'ence me to' perpetual banishment, 
bec;ause I refused to conform. So beingagiain: 
deliver.ed up to the jailer's hands, I was had home 
to prison, and there have lain ninw: above fiveYiE!ar 
and a quarter." this ma~es it plain that he was 
):lot quite ,clear in his mind, or else not exact in 
expression: he Was really; in prison till he conformed, 
and banishment was nnly a future contingency, after 
ano,ther. appearance in court. 

No Release in 1666. 
We now :arrive at a second point; whether Buny,an 

wa.s released at all in or befbr.e 1666, as \VIas (iSserted 
by! his biographer of 1692. "The 'act nf indulgence 
to' dissenters being ano,wed, he obtained his freedom 
by the intercession or some in trust and'pow:er, that 
too~ pity: of his suffering:s; but within six years after­
w;aids he was again taken up, viz., in the -y;ear 1666, 
:andl WiaS then ,confined for six.y;ears mnte." This 
statement cnntains an obvious ,error; there was no. 
Act of Indulgence to . diss'enters whether in 1660 or 
1666; nnt till 1689; Possibly! the' errnr arose out 
of ,confusion with the Declaration of 25 October 1660, 
conflated with the Declaration of Indulgence in 1672, 
which this biograpiber :does nnt mention, but which 
did coincide with his release that y:e~r. The state-
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ment also raises a legal difficulty; if Bunyan were 
regularly; taken up again in 1666, he must have been 
tried again befQre anYl fresh incaroeration; and this 
WQuld probiably, 1;>:e under the tempor:ary 'Or second 
Conventic1e Act 'Of 1664. Now this prQvidied far lighter 
penalties than Elizabeth's act, imprisonme:nt in Engla:n(f 
could not exceed six months at 'Qnce. But admittedlY] 
Buny;an was in prisQn from 1666 to 1672; therefQre 
he w:as not corivicted' under this Conventide Act. The 
biQgrapher lOil 1692 is not to be c'fiedited in contra­
diction IOf the Clerk 'Of the Peaoe in 167'0, who wrote 
on a point he thQroughly, understood, both tor fact 
and la~:-" He hath lain in prison upon that CQn­
viction 'ever since Christmas Sess~ons, 12 Chas. II." 
If there is ~ word 'Of truth in the story; told twen'ty; 
years lat'er, it ma:y; be that in. the' general confusion, 
causled by, the plague which raged in Bedford during 
1666, heW-as irregularly! allowed to leave the prison 
for :a br~ef space; 'but 'even this seems forbidden bYj 
Buny/an's words in: his revised' sect~on 319, presently; 
to be cit'ed. \ 

About the same time, Kely,ngJe signalized himself 
a:gain.7 ' Some people were bmught befor;e him charged 
with violating the second Coriventide Act; it was 
proved that they, had Bibles, but theve was no evidence 
which satisfied the' jury that this was an "assembly:, 
conventide, or meeting, under colour 'Or pretence of 
any: e~erci5'e of religion"; and: they acquitted the 
prisoners. I In this theYI bnly: fQlloWled Sir Matth:eW! 
Hale, who at E~et'er in September 1664 had laid it 
oolWn that no indictment lay; unless ther,e Wlere evi­
dence iliat the cQiIlventide was seditious.8 Kdynge 
fined each juror 100 marks, ,and' committed them till 
they; plaid. Appeal was made to parliament, whichi 
a,ppointed a oommittee to enquire into this and other 

7 State Trials, VI., 993. 
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c\harges. Pepys tells how from 17 to 22 October, 
1667, the charges were fonnulated against him, and' 
how· on 13 December his action was condemned', 
though he was let off without punishment.9 In that 
Siame y:ear he had given another remarkable decision, 
in quite a different connection. 10 Several apprentices 
had started a Social Purity campaign, and had pulled 
down some brothels. Kelynge and nine other judges 
rul~d, Hale dissenting, that when ,all houses of one 
typ~ were attacked, this was assuming the king's 
prerog;ative, and was treason. Some very unexpected' 
corollaries might have been drawn: Bristol mobs were. 
in the habit of' sacking the. meeting-houses there. It 
is ;~ .wonder that the NonconfOlrmists there did not. 
indi!qt the ring-Ie:aders fo.r treason; they were not 
aversre tOo suing out writs ·and defending themselves. 11i 

. On 9 May, 1668 the hous'es adjourned, without 
renewing the Conventicle Act; despite the Elizabethan 
act, cOonventicles at OInce met again openly. The 
BedfOord church resumed ~eeping minutes OIn 9 
SepTember, ~nd we find that the jailers ~lere again· 

. complaisant towards prisoners, for Bunyan was sent 
on visits in November 1668, September and November 
1669, and that he attended meetings in January and 
April 1670. 

March the First Month of the Year. 
I t is necessary, here to digress as to the months 

Cioncemed. Offor stated quite' correctly; that the 
ecclesiastical year begins in Man:'h, though he of ten­
times blundered in applying this rule. Dr. BroWln how-: 
ever states OIn page 104, "April was the first month 

8 State Papers; Domestic,· 102, 137. 
9 Commons Journals,VIIL, 37. 
10 State Trials, VI., 891-9°0. 
11 Broadmead Reco1'ds, 237.24°. 
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of the year," and' iConsistently: t<lpp~ies this false !doctrine. 
The consequence is that he often misapprehends the 
connection of the action of the church in relation to 

'public affairs, as from March to Miay 1657, December 
1660 to AIug;ustI66I. Especially; noteworthy is it 
that the minutes in 1670 show the church ,meeting 
on the eighth id!ay; of the third mOn)th just bieforea 
ten months sHenoe: he quotes on page 2 I 8 'that on 
Lo.rd's Day May 15 the church waS raided~ and 
terrorised for months. • As the 24th of the 8th month 
1671 is a.efined' as the 4th day, of the week, a reference 
to an almanac ,wouldi have show:n that the'date in 
1672, " the 31st of the 8th moneth " was quite correct, 
31 October, ~d should! not have been queried as 
30th November. ' 

The Permanent Conventicle Act, 1670-1813. 
In the spring of 1670; a thiro Cou\nentide Act was 

passed, far milder than that of Elizabieth, or e\nen than: 
the recent one of 1664, therefor1e more likely; to be 
enforoed. ' It was to come into force on 10 May, and 
be peTmaIllent; it really. did Iiemain law till 1813_ 
Imprisonment W1alS no longler prescribed, but only, fines: 
a pr,eacher paid £210 the first time, £410 thereafter'; 
the host paid £210; each worshipper five shillings the 
first time, 'ten thereafter; and' the fines of worshippers 
could he pooled and coUected from any; at a total not 
exoeeding £10 each. Informers were stimulated with 
one-third of the proceeds,' parishes with another third; 
magistrates an'd officers weI1e liable to heavy, fines, if 
they declined to act at the oall of an infornier. 

Such was the neW! law when the Clerk of the 
Peaoe for Bedfordshire ,wrote to the Clerk of the Peace 
for the county of Lancast,er as to prooe(fure. Kely.:nge's 
rulings had been given in 1660 and' i669, when only 
Elizabeth's Act was in force; y.et they; W10uld hold for 
a refusal to plead to a charge under the permanent 
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act, or indeed anY,·other. ~ely;ng!e dii'ed on 9 May, 1671, 
exactly a year befove the king licensedl Buny~n to 
preach openly, throughout the kingldbm. . 
. Sheldon indeed ,sent out a; whip to his bishops 
to. see that the act was enf;orccit, andi there was a 
sevefie'loutbveak ,of persecution. ButaftJer the bold 
rOtbbery:" of ,the fiegalia and the great seal in MaYi 
1671, co.lonel Blood convinoed Charles that his crown,' 
if not his life, was in danger. From A:ugi\lst onWlards, 
it ,w:as increasingly; dear that Ch:ar1es Wlas. preparing 
a scheme of indulgence. Un 21 Dedembier the Bedford 
church in full meeting appoint'ed Bun)7iaTI pastor, and 
he there mid then accepted the officle and was 
installed. ObviouslYi the jailers were swimming; with 
the tide and permitting him short excursions. . 

The Declaration of Indulgence, 1672. 
On 15 Mlarch 1671/2 Charles issue'di his most 

. famous Declaration ,of In:dulgenoe, destined to be as 
futile as its pq"1ediecessors.Within two,months BunY,an, . 

'still technically; a prisoner, possessed a lioern'ce to 
preach at Bedford and in any; other of the thousands of 
places lioenoe'd. iThis document was by; no means, 
as has often been stated', "one of the first," a: mistake 
due to. looking! 'at EntrYj Book 38 B, an incomplete 
index, where the larrangement is alphabetical by! coun~ 
,ties, and Bedford thevefofie heads the list. . in the 
original :chronological Ent1Yi Book 38A~ of which 289 
p!ages are used, the ,entI)) is o,n page 93. There is. 
la 'conflict :of evidelI1!oe as t6 the date of this licence, 
~hich bias ,neV'er reoeiVloo proper ~ttention, and the 
facts 'd,es,erve accurate statement. ' 

The Date of Bunyan's Licence. 
Appliaation Wlas.· made at the lend of :April for a 

large group of lioenoes, including" John Bunyonfor 
JosiasRoughead's house in his orchard! in Bedford." 
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The licence was granted,' an'd entry Wlas made; 
"Licence' to' Jp-lm .Bunypn to be a Congr. Teacher 
in the howse of Josi,as Rouglhead' 9 Ma)1i Bedford'." 
On some day, unklnown, to be inVlestiglated, Thomas 
TaylO'r gave a reoeipt £or fiVle licences indudlng this 
for'" John Bynion." No further r,eference to it can 
be, founa in the Entry, Books. But the Leicester 
borough record's have' a' minute relating; to' the 
6 OctO'ber, that "John Bunyon's licens'e bears date 
the 15th of MiaYi 1672, to teach . . in the house of 
Josias Rioughed, 'Bedford, or in any other place, room, 
or house licensed by his MaJestie." 

Tlhr'ee 'explanations of' the· Q'iscy,epancYl of date 
are conceivable. First, Thomas Taylor maY) have' 
delayed taking awaYi the licence' till 15 May, and it 
may have been diated' when it was ha:ndied to hi~. 
In flavO'ur of this is Mr. Lypn Turner's suppositiO'n 
that this was the usual methoidl; b'ut the existence 
of a licence signed and' dated Y'et left in the office 
negatives the supposition; see 32i (165) dated' 16 May,. 
The reoeipt is not diated', but is bound up in such 
an oifder as to show that the binder considered it 
either 9 Mayor 10 May: his practioe however is 
ba<l, f;m . a document !cLat,ed 26 April in the office is 
bound betw,een tWlO dated 9 MaY). I t is the~efore 
quiteunslafie to assume, on MT. Turner's grounds, that 
the reoeipt was on 10 May: but inasmuch as 321 (83) 
shows TaY,lor really was at the office that diay, putting 
in la seoond application for some of' Buny~'s friends, 
we may r,easO'nablYi think that he would' not forget to 
take away: Bunyan's lieenoe pMsedi on the ninth. 
Therefore .Iwe test la: second explanation,.. that he 
brought back the lieenoe on the ,fif<beenth and' had it 
exchangedfO'r another. Ag:ainst this is the lack of 
any evidence that he vi:as at the office thatW,edlI1esday~ 
or indeed between 14 and 22 May;, O'n which latter 
date he took awaYj more of the same group. And 

2 



la Bunyan's Imprisonments 

weknorw no reason why; an exchangeshoultl be sought, 
,unless it welie that. the original would confonn' to 
Taylor's description and style Bunyana Congrega­
tional; wher:eas it wlas a peculiarity of his to decline 
any aenominational tide; there is a case of this kind~ 
involving Francis Bampfi.eld. The point in favour 
of the idea of a.n exchang:e is that on 15' May another 
r'equest was put in foi" tWiO licences to· be altered, 
and the duke of Latidetaale, the Secretary~ did inter­
vene and actually :alter them, a procedure so unusual 
that it w;as entereG: in book 38 B. But the very\ fact 
that this was noted! speciallY[ in these other cases on 
that very, !diay;, militates against the idea that Bunyan's 
licenoeWlas altelied O'r exchanged without any, record 

. being made. A third explanation seems on the whole 
the. mO'st probable, that the Leioester authorities con­
flated the .printJed! date 0;£1 the Decliaration, IS March, 
~ith the written diate 01£ the licence, 9 May.!' land 
blunGerea into I 5 M~'y. . 

The Quaker Pardon of September 1672. 
We turn now to this other matter, his release 

from prison. In January, 1669-70, the fisherman who 
after the battle of Worcester hJa:d set Charles ashore 
in Normandy, got access t{fhim, and began pleading 
fer fr'eediom to his friends, of whom he' produced a 
list of I 10. , Other Quaroel's joined in pressing: the 
matter, iand! soon after the Declaration of 15 MarchJ 

Whitehead had a regular hearing at the Council 
Board. As a resultJ lett-ers were sent out on 29 March 
1672 requiring the sheriffs to' r,etum the names of all 
Quakers in prison. On 8 Miay, these were produced, . 
sorted intO' four classes; enquiry, was directed to' make 
sure that no private person would. be wronged by . 
releasing any, and an' or-der was given to prepare a 
parrlion freeing I' all those persons. called Quak:ers) 
now, in prison foranYj offence Committed', relatin~ 
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only to his Ma tie and not to the prejudice of anYi 
other person," of whom 471 were sc'heduled.12 

The same day a petition w:as put in by: Bunya,nf 
and six others, pr:ofessing to be imprisoned for" being: 
at Conventicles and NOon-conformitYI'" It was referred 
to the sheriffs £o·r report, arid on 17 MaYj it wasl 
minuted that the sheriffs certified the truth of the 
petition, land that therefbre these names m~ght hel 
added !to the Quaker Pardon. In June a warrant:) 
issued to' prepare the pardO'n, an<:r in September 3.1 
further .order Wias given that the fees should not be 
charged 'to' each pers'On (in which case Buny;an would 
be no further on than in 1661) but that the· whole 
pardon should pass for 'One set of fees. It was dated 
13 September 1672, and' the Quakers had! duplicates 
prepared to' show at all Assizes and Quarter Sessions, 
so that prisoners might be freed at the first opportunity, 
in each county,. A letter 'Of Ellis Hookes to Marg:aret 
Fox· ,on I October implies that none were y~t freed; 
on 6 October Bunyall produced his licence to the: 
MayO'r of Leicester, ·and preached there that Sunday. 
Subsequent editions of Graoe Ab'Ounding were altered 
in section 319 t'O say, that he had lain in prison " com­
plete twelve years," w!hich is nearly accurate, as he 
had. been committed 12 November 1660; it corro­
borates Cobb's letter and quite disproves the allega­
tion that he had been released formally; in 1666. 

In February. 1672-3 a Bill for Indulgence was 
introduced, and the C'Ommons told the king that he 
could not suspend penal statutes in matters· ecclesias­
tical but by Act of Parliament. The trial of strengtb 
ended by Charles cancelling the Declaration, breaking; 
the seal to it with his own hand in March, and! by! 
the Bill being lost by disagreement between the two 

12 Register of the Privy Council, in Offor, Work .. of lohl~ Bunyan, l. 
xciv. if. 
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Houses~ No new' licences wlere granted after 
3 February, and! the question SOOD' arose as to' the 
value of those already issued!; were they mere waste 
paper, as given under the autho-rity, of a cancelled 
Dec1aratio-ll, . or had the holders acquired vested 
interests? The pardon was IOn a' sure fDundatiOiIl, 
land Bunyan co-uld not be sent hack to prison on the 
conviction of 1660, hut how about the Aot of 1670? 

InfDrmers were ea~er fDr their shave of fines, 
se they, threatened c.onstables and magistrates with 
the £100 fine if they, wDuld not swoop .on conventides; . 
the justices .of Oxford notified in Quarter Sessions 
that the Act was in full force, the king having no 
power to suspend it. To this the Council responded 
on 13 June with an .order to those justices to leave 
matters of state alone. is And parlia.n'lent, having. 
compelled Charles to. reoede from his position that he 
as Gov,ernor of the Church was competent to deal 
with all matters ·ecclesiastical by his sole authority, 
was contemplating some measure of' Indulgence, or 
even of Comprehension. For ay;ear or two things 
were in a very uncertain condition. Oliver Hey:w:ood 
tells how two. bailiffs turned informers, but were 
baffled and were indicted for purjury, having true. 
bills foundiagainst thein at Leeds and York in August 
1674.14 But in October the king consulted the bishops 
as to his course, and! .on 3 February, 1674-5 he put Gut 
a proclamatiDn ordering the execution of the penal 
laws, expressly; disclaiming that cOlJlventides were 
tolerated, and even ass,erting that " His Licences were 
long since RecaHed. "15 This last word seems used 
loosely t.o mean Re:naered valueless, for some were 

lIS. P. Dom. 

14 Heywood's Diarills, 11 I., 162. 

1& GalJe#e., No. g62. 
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never returned; and'· may still be seen in museums! 
!and private. hands and borough archives. 

Arrested under the Conventic1e Act, 1675. 
After this, BunYJaIl had short shrift. On 4 March 

1674-5 thirteen county magistrates sig!Il!e(f a warrant 
to the constables 'of BedfQrd to arrest" John Bunny:on 
of .Y',our said towne" and bring him before any county 
justice to answer for preaching repeatedly: d'uring the 
last month at a conventicle.16 Since the I1ediscovery of 
this warrant in 1887, it has been highly valued, and 

. piart of its interest is due to the supposition that it 
Wlas the instrument I1esponsible for the imprisonment 
during which he wrote the Pilgrim's Progress. This 
is quit!e unt'l:'!nable. The warrant is simply to arrest 
him and bring him up to some county; justioe to answer 
fQr preaching, and to do and' reoeiv'e as law and 
justice should appertain. Perhaps the less said about 
justice the better; but ,the law enjoined only '£40 
fine, and no prison. If it' be thought that he might 
refuse 'to pay,' & might be ·committed for contempt, 
the :answer is that whether or no he refused', the law 
provided that the fine might be levied on his goods 
and chattels; if it be said that these were in the 
borough :and not in the county, the law provided that 
the cQunty magistrates need only certify the convic~ 
tian to the borough magistrates, & th~y; must levy;. 
If it be said that by some shortage in the chattels the 
levy W!Ould not fetch £40, and then he were sued 
for the debt (:and! he knew this prociess, for he puts 
it into the mouth of Hopeful) and _ cast into prison 
till 'he paid, then the reply is that the county magis­

. trates would commit him to his old home, the countz 
j:ail; . wheras the tradition is constant that he wrote 
his great book in the· town jail. Bunyan was 

16 Brown: John Bunyan, ed~ion 1900, page x. 
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thoroughly ralive to areas Qf jurisdiction, as appears' 
from his statement that when Christian and' Hopeful 
had reached the King;'s hig.h way, they; were safe, 
"because they; were out of his Jurisdiction." 

Under these circumstances we must look further 
for some other law: under :which HtlIly:an could be 
sent to prison. Five y:ears later an ingenious device 
W1as practised in Lancashire on those who held con­
ventic1es; they; were indicted fo,r a riot and unlawful' 
assembly;. And this very; idea had been mooted in 
parliament in November 1670. It is tempting to think 
that Bunyan once again prbvi!ded a leading case· told 
by Paul Cobb to Roger Kenyon. But another solu­
tion is more probable, the route through excommuni­
cation, which is indeed' mentioned bYi Asty· on the 
authority; of Sir John Hartopp, though he blunders 
doubly as to the date :,-" Mr John Bunyarr had been 
confined to a gaol for twelve years upon an ex~om­
munic:atiorn for N on conformitYi . . . soon after the 
discovery, of! the Popish Plot." 

Imprisoned as Excommunicate, l676? 
Imprisomnent on excommunication was no noveltYI 

. in ,Bedford. In the latter part of 1669 this church 
oroered Buny;an to write ,a: letter of' sympathy tQ 
Harrirtgton, who had gone away, to avoid being t,aken. 
in this way. That same year a return had been made 
to Sheldon' that Richard Laundy senior was (or rather, 
ought to have heen) in Bedford jail on the writ De 
Excommunicato : CapiendoY Now this writ would 
issue from Chanoery, if the- bishop oertified that forty 
days had elapsed since the excommunication had been 
published in the church, and ispecified the offence, 
such as refusing' to have a child baptized, declining to 
reaeiVle the communion or to come to public divine 

17 Tenison, MS. 639, fol. 203. 
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service ... All these thliee alternatives could truthfully, 
be certified, fo,r the pliesent writer h:as showln that 
there is no evidenoe Bunyan had! alIlY; chHd christened 
after 1654.18 Bishop FuHer, who haOi aot'edi in the 
oas.eof Laund'y, was dead by, Npril 1675; if he acted 
in imprisoning Buny;alll, it would be one of his latest 
official deeds. His succiessor Thomas Barlorw was 
elected 14 May, but nOlt oonsecrabed till 27 June, and 
anything done· meanwhile would be by subbrdinate;s. 
Dr. 'Brown has pointed out that the town ,jail was 
unusea since 1671, 'and that on 13 May, the corpora­
tion ordered it to be rebuilt. It seems to follow that 
Buny~ was not in prison then; and it follows further 
that Barlow: was responsible for at least one of the 
steps which led him thither. If BarloW1 was ordered 

. by the Chancellor to take steps towards the release, it 
would be on the. terms that two men would give bondS 
for BunyJan's 'conforming within six motnths. Of course 

. no one ill his senses would expect Buny~ to do within 
half a y~ar what he had' declined to. do for twelve 
years; hut Buny;an ha!d friends well accustomed to 
have their shops raided, and to have bonds estreated 
would hardly; be worse. So Aisty: say,s this course was 
a'ctually adopted, "but little thanks to the bishop." 

It is to be liegr.etted' that no document is discover­
able to verify; the statement. The Act Books of the 
Consistory; Court of Lincoln are missing for the years 
1675 and 1676, and a search through the Controlment 
Rolls at the Reoord Office is no mo're fruitful. 

,The six months which were the traditional period 
of tlhis imprisonment, had been: used not onlYi rnj writing 
"Instruction for the Ignorant," and the "Strait Gate," 
but also in beginning a sort of religious novel, a 
ne,w species of liteIiature. Completed· after release, 
it was handed about tor criticism, as the prefixed. 

18 Transactions of the Baptist Historical Society, IL, 255. 
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Apology' narrates; and! despite advice to suplpress it, 
after much -delaYr he decided to. issue it, the publisher 
registering the Pilgrim's Progress in Deoember 1677. 
Three editions in a y:e:ar settled the question of its 
popularity, and 'henceforth Bunyan was no local tinker, 
but one of the most favourite writers and, preachers in 
the land. F 0[' the I1est of' his lif.e, no one cared to incur 
the odium .of putting him in prison again; and it was 
even surmised that King J ames thought of. offering 
him some public trust, when he was displacing Paul 
Cobb from being alderman. 

IThe . result of this examination is then to revise 
the accepted story] of the long imprisonment in two 
respects. First, his conviction in 1660 aepended on a 
new rule as to pleading, which was laid down. to meet 
his dase, 'was very, doubtful law, was not agreed with: 
by the judges till its originator was on the Kingi's 
Bench, and remained so. dubious that a statute was 
passed deciding the point. Second~' he was not 
released in 1666 bYi any; leg:al method, if at all. It 
also seems lik!e1y, that whatever was the. immediate 
issue of the comity warrant in 1675 for preaching at 
a; oonventide, his imprisonment that Yj€:ar was due 
to excommunication by, the bishop of Lincoln. 

W'. 1\ WHITLEY. 

Lanc:ashire Memoranda, by O •. Knott. 
The Alum Works on the Hoghton estate at Pleasington, near Blackbum, 

closed in 1650, ·had been promoted by Manchester men, including John 
Wigan, clergyman, Baptist, officer. 

His friend, John Leeds, was Baptist by 1661, when he refused to listen to 
Newcome and have his son christened. John Leeds junibr 'Was entered at 
St. John's, Cambridge, in 1680. Correct page 168 in last volume. 

, Bishop Gastrell in 1714 iounda Baptist \=ause not only at Walton on the 
Hill, or Everton, close to Liverpool, but also at Walton in the dale close to 

, Preston, in possession of a meeting-house, probaqly taken over from the 
Presbyterians whim they entered the Hoghton premises. There is no 
evidence yet to connect this with the Preston church of J783. 
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By O. KNOTT. 

W ITHIN half a mile of the favourite Manchester 
suburban railway station of Alderley Edge, 
stands a quaint homestead widely known 

as Chorley;, Old Hall. , Almost surrounded' by a 
stone~bridgied moat the half of the structure has 
pointed Gothic doorWiay; ana mullione'di windows. 
At right angles to it the other half of the house 
is .of timber and daub adorned with quatre foils. 
Within is an oak panelled room with grotesque carv­
ings :anJd the usual aroma of tradition that tIle great 
Protector once 'ent'ered' theI1ein. Forty '}r!ears ago a 
society, of Manchester Antiquarians heaid its legends 
'anld 'story! of 300 y:ears from a local historian~ M,r. 
Wm. Norbury, who continued, "another place of 
importance to the antiquary, is the old Baptist ChaPlel 
in Warford about a mile ;and a half 'distant from this 
Hall, and'~ its history remotely; connected therewith. 
It is one' of' the oldlest N.onconformist places of worship 
in England. From a document which I have in my; 
possession written bYi,a late minister ciompilell: from the 
old 'church books thielle, Wle learn this o'Ongreg'ation 
originated with a portion: of the parliamentary; army; 
under Sir Georgie Booth for the time, at least, of 
Chorley Hall. The officers preached' and g~thered' ~ 
small1church which remained' afiter the army had l'eft. 
The 'first plaee in which theYj established' regular 
WIOrship 'WlaS at No,rb'urYi Houses in Warfordi and here 
they buriedl their dea{l in the orcharldl." ' 

n 
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Mr. NlOrbury: followed with a full description of 
the chapel, its pl1esent burial groundi and that .at 
Mottram St. 'Andrew. 

The 'date' when this ancient society WiaS then 
formed has uniformly been given as 1642 without 
apparently 'Other 'evidence than tradition. 

That there were Baptists in the immediate locality 
may be inferl"led .from several sources. For instance, 
that staunch roy!alist Sir Thomas Aston was High 
Sheriff of Cheshifie in. 1635. When the Cheshire 
petition against EpiscopiacYI was circulat'ed a remon­
strange followed'. This' was attributed to Sir Thomas, 
and lie was severely criticised in "An Answer" which: 
he thefieupon declared to be ~'the work of some brain 
sick Anabaptist." 

In the 'end the Baronet wrote " 'A Remonstrance" 
published in la quarto 'V01. with a title which is far 
too long t'O quote. The copy, in the British Museum 
bears imprint "Printed for John Aston 1641." 

In 1647 the Pl"Iesbyterians of ManchesterpetitiooeOi 
the House of Lords to penalise all schismatics includL 

mg An:ahaptists and Brownists. 
'A few y!ears afterwards we find thel"lecord of a 

local political squib circulated by royalists and entitled' 
" The New Litany,." TwlO verses of the doggerel are: 

. From the 'Anabaptists & shivering Quakers 
From such as rule us like bowlegged bakers 
From those that undo us y,et are good law makers· 

Libera nos nomine 1 

From being taken in disguise 
From' Sir George Booth & his Cheshire lyes, 
From such as brought hither that devil excize 

Lib-era nos Domine! .' 

George Fox commenced his preaching' in Man­
chester in 1847, and in the next few Y,ears itinerancy, in 
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the north-west counties gathered recruits largely from 
&ptists. . ... 
. Sir George . Booth, created Lord Delamere at the 
Restoration, ·plotted for the return oOf Charles II in 
1659. In that Yiear, Mr. Brookie, a parliamentary; vandi­
date for Cheshire, give as one reason for his petition 
against the lietum of Judge Bl1adishaw, that thie Quakers 

. had been alloWled to vote ·for him at Congleton without 
havingtak;en the oath" (see La'dy, Newton's" House 
'Of Lyme" pp. 199-200). Both Baptists and Friends 
must 'therefore have possessed considerable influence 
prioOr, 'to 1659 in the district in which Warford' is 
situated. . 

Thus the church looks to the farmstead of 
Norbury Houses, noW' rebuilt :anid" occupi'ed by, the 
Manchester CoOrporation, as its primal home. 

Mr. 'Alfred FrYler writing :an account 'Of the chapel 
in his very instructive" Wilmslow Graves" p"I;lblished 
at StockpOJ;t in 1885 describes the .ancient timber house 
and the f:arm buildings and what remained of an 
extensive .orchard with the 'Old burial ground'. Some 
of the. gravestones existed within the memory, oOf 
living members, an{t when the present building was 
erected coffins weI1e found by, the excavators. . 

'Relating to the meeting· at Norbury Houses js 
an 'int!eresting tradition. 'A persistent belief hande'd: . 
dOwn from father to son is that one of; Cromwell'sl 
generals with his soldiers knelt in piffiYjer w!ithin that 
early meeting house. 

Mr. Fryer gives gIOod reason for believing that 
on Sunday, the 17th 'August 1645 either General David 
Leslie, or an officer in conuhand oOf his Scottish horse 
did find time toO turn aside to worship while on their 
march from Congleton to StoOckport to interclept King 
Charles 'On his .flight northWlards after his defeat at 
Naseby. . 

The reasoOns for fixing the 'cllate 'Of the occupatioOn 
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of the present site in Merriman Llaine (as it is now 
called) as 1668 is the fact that in 1669 the Bishop 'Of 
Chester's report chronicled a meeting of 60 Ana­
baptists in Aldedey prarish, which church is a mile and 
a half to the west of Warford~ ~nd! thiat the oldest 
graYestone :now existing is inscribed "H.B. 1671," 
while la valuable oak screen in an end gallery has 
carved :upon it the letters LW., with the date 1673. 

Both idoors of the chapel hia:~e iron plates to 
which knockers were once attached and each bears 

. the:curious inscription: 

"No THE 4 
1712 " 

The loCial explianation is that such refers to the fact 
that this was the fourth Baptist meeting house in the 
Oistrict J:iather than t'O the month. . 

In the meantime Mr. Thomas Eaton of MlOttram 
St. IAndrews, ia hamlet fburmiles from Warford on 
the 'road between Wilmslorw and Mlacdesfield!, had by 
deed dlated 26 November 1691 convcy!ed: a small plot 

. in that place to John Preston of Mottram anidJ William 
Hanmer of Baguley; ;yeoman (among others) as trustees 
for 'Use as la burial ground. 

In this deed the plot is CO!l1V1eyJeld' as, "a certain 
close caned the Sandfield ,32 yardts long & 2'0 Yi3.rdts 
wide at lOne end: & two & Jfl. half! yp.rlds :widle at the 
other end besides the ditch, I1eserving a rent of one 
peppercorn annually at the fieast of St. John the 
Baptist, if demanded Upon trust that the said! plarcel of 
land shall be used employed & disposed! of for the 
burial place 'Of thie bodies of all or eveTyj or any; person 
or persons ,whoeV1er that shiall (liepart this mortal life 
& in their lwetime desire to be buriedl there." 

. William Hanmer l'Iep{iesentel(}: the Baptists~ of, 
'. BaguleYi whowel"'e soon to possess la meeting house 

of their own. .The earHest !dare on anYI stone r~main-
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ing appears tOo be that of Dorothy, Pmston who was 
buried 8 :August 1701. ' 

In 11702 Eaton licensed his house at Mottram 
for services, and in the same yjear lost his wife, whose 
gravestone rea:ds: "Here' lyeth Margret wife of 
Thomas E:aton interred.' Sepr the 30th 1702." His stone 
is dated 1710. . 

:Another (earlYI member buried there was Mary; 
... Wood who ,Wlas interr,ed July 6 1705, and' may! 
have 'been one of the family, referred to later as at 
Warlord~ " 

Mr. Fry',er expr;esses surprise that burials took 
place at Waii'orld before any conveYlance, of the land 
ha(;l been effected'. But it is quite ,exceptional to find, 
at that period a trust deed! of a burial ground, except 
where a ch:apelwas in contemplation or already 
erected. Although the Chapel at Bramhall Ca branch' 
of Warlord) was emctred in 1856 and p:ut in trust in 
1858 the' adjaoent burial ground addled' soon after was 
not included in the trust until 1889 when the son of 
the f:ormer trustee e:x)ecuted a declaration of trust, and 
within the last few: ,Yjears 'Only, the action of the Charity 
Commission 'caused such la deed to be eocecuted'in 
respect of other land purchased. 

Small Baptist burial groun(}:s in Mianche:ster and' 
other p~aCles contemporarYI with Mottr:am were never 
put in trust and were built over genemtiOinS ago. 

The site of the Warfordchiapel was part of' la 
field called' the Intack in the possession of Thomas 
Roylanioe, la. fmember of' the Baptist church at Hill Cliff. 
After his death his son, John Roy;lanoe of Ashley, 
y:eoman by; leas'e dated' 29 July 1712, assigned' the 
plot to four members r,esidient in the hamlet, John 
Henshall, ~YJeomall', Peter -Blackshaw, )'Ieoman, Hugh 
Finlow, blacksmith, and,Enoch Upton, yeoman, "for 
a term of 1 000 y:ears pay;ing two shillings at the feast 
of. the :Annunciation of the Blessed' Virgin~" Such 
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being ,the usual f'orm of the. Ley;cester estate deeds. 
Immediately; afterwards a aeeld wtasentered' into 
between the above four trustees and Thomas Leghl 
of High Legh,gentleman, John Chisworth of Chorley~ 
miller, John Johnson of MiobherlY'~ iYeomaln~ and'Rohert 
Cheadle junior of Edgeley, yeoOman, whereby a trust 
was declared respecting the lanld and the meeting 
hoOuse. The eight trustees' signatures Wlere Wlitnessed 
by Rowlarid Hall, John Turner and' James Massie, 
which testify of Hill Cliff. In April 1747 the surviving 
trustees appointei::l six others to act conjointly, viz.~ 
William Leigh, James Leiney, John Livesley, Samuel 
Hunter, Joseph Bealey, and Humphrey, Ly;on~ whom 
we recognise as prominent Baptists there and in 
Manchester lan!d Liverpool. 

The erection of! the ch'apel in· 17 I 2 did not 
necessitate the complete demolition ofl the original 
building.> The chapel thus completed and as now 
seen from the high roa<L, is of brick roofed with flag 
stones and with projecting eaves, the home. for nesting 
swalloW1S. 

But the other sidle reveals the antiquity: of the· 
original barn-building. It remains a framework of 
oak beams, the panels of which were originally filled 
up fwith clay, held on a wattlingof wickerwork, a 
style of ,e:r.ection known locally: as "post and pan." 

When the clay has fallen out bricks have been 
inserted in place th~reof. . 

The small windows on that side are of leaded 
lattice work placed in a most curious order. The 
glass is of the y~llowish green use(l in the 17th century. 

·Manyyears ago when the congregation which 
formerly: fined' the building had considerably de­
creased, a partition was erected to divide the chapel, 
the pulpit being removed from the centre of the far 
side and plaoed against· the division wall facing the 
little organ gallery,. The gallery; at the oth~r . end 
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was entirely r,emoved and that portion being boarded 
across 'provides two floors now forming: the chapel 
keeper's house. ' , 

:At right angles to the ch[apel an<li overlQoking the 
front burial ground is a small black and white tim­
bered cottage which thirty, years ago possessed an 
antiquity ,equal to that of the oldiest· portion of the 
main :structUl:e. It Wlas then described as a gem of; 
the magpie style ofe:rection for which the district is 
noted. . 

The thatched roof bias now disappeared anrl' the 
appearance not improved by the raising of the roof 
at theb:ack stol"\ey.· It is. nc>w occup~ed by: Mr. Jos, 
Barber the grandson of the pastor of 1839-71. ' 

The ,first minister to take charge at Warforcl' was 
Francis Turner said to have been a University scholar 
who had been educated for the ministry,. He resided" 
in the important town of Knutsford, four miles away, 
arid 'aonducted services there as well. Some of his 
sennons [diated from 1673 onWlards are extant. On his 
acoepting'the pastomte at Hill Cliffe, :his son suc!ceeded'. 
In 1732 John Turner received a call to By,rom St. 
Chapel, . Liverpool, and his plaoe was taken bYi one 
named 'He}'ies from the last named' church. 

Henaeforward! the register is fairly; comp~ete being 
preserved in an old vellum bound church book securely 
held by, leathern thongs: , 

Thus we learn that on 18 JulYi 1757 the church' 
inVited John Tay~or of Hill Cliffe to the pastorate who 
was ordained bY:; J oseph Piccop of Bacup, Thomas 
Thomas on , of the old cause at MHlington (Rostheme\ 
and Thomas Wainwright (Hill Cliff). . 

Plalmy; diays fQr the villag'e cause followed, f()r the 
chapel seating about 200 with the galleries was all 
occup[ed. The record of baptisms within only a few 
months of. 1757 in:cludles, William Leigh, Hannah 
Dane, John Walton, Peter Dane, RandleWalton, 
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Martha Webb~ :Ann Roy1e baptized by; Mr. Pie-cOop, and \ 
Mary CouIding, Mlartha \Valton, M!al",Y: Wl<llton, Joseph. 
H ulme, Sarah BOower and Martha Booth, by the new 
minister. From a list of 27 active memhers of the 
dhurch at that time we find the Woodi family: 
prominent and their grav!es are more numerous than 
any other. Close to· the door of the chapel and! in' 
excellent preservation is the earliest one. 

Her'e lieth the Bo(ly, of 
J Ooshua Wood who 

Departed this life February 
the 5th :Anno Domini 1729 

aged 54 
Here also lieth 

the bod)! of Elizabeth 
his wife - Departed this 

life MaY] the 28t h 
:Anno Domini 1736 

aged 58 

, :Aldjacent are the graves of the second Joshua 
Wood of Marthall 1790 aged 79, of Hannlah his wife 
1798 'aged 83, of a son Joshua :1821 algleid65 and 
M:a.ry: Wood' 182-1 aged' 33, of MmYi iWife of James 
Wood '1850 aged 37, ancl of three sonrs Who all diedl as 
children in 1841. ReoentlYJ one of the family left 3;, 

small !Sum fQr l"Iepairs tOo the chapel. 
In I 789 Mr. Thomas Leigh a Hlesoendant of the 

family who. removed from NorburyHouses tOo Pownall 
Brow Farm left a sum of money, to proiduCle· an annual 
endownient of £14 towards the ministers Sialary. 

The pastorat1e of J. Taylor pro~ea disastrous and' 
before his dleath the congreg,ation had been much 
reduced. . 

He 'Was folIoweld! by, the 'eccentria Thomas Holt a 
man of mecha;nical knowlerllge though of "little 
eru<iition." . I 
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It is stated' that he huilt a loom capable ofi !W!elaving) 
twO webs at a time, but declined to patent or use it 
in fiear lof the ,oonsequent effect upon the lahour (rnat'ket. 
He ordered his coffin well in advance and made it 
useful in the oottag:e for man~ y;ears. . 

Holt (:lied in 1831 :a:~ed 82 after 42 Yiears ministry! 
a,n(l is buried with his" 'Wiifie, whO' had p~edec:ease:di 
him in 1829 also :ag,ed 82. The sun dial on a stone 
pedestal in front of the chJapiel was of his erecting. 

:A !son followed him and after "an int'erval Mr. 
Joseph Barber was :Stet apart for the ministry;. Soon 
the. {church membership jncre:ased: to Dver 40. 

The branch meeting iat Mottram had been long: 
,discontinued, but "in 1856" it was 'decilde!d! to erect la 

small chapel in Br:amhall and fior manYI ;years Mt!". 
Barber :oonducted the servio,es at both p~acres, (eight, 
miles apart), theJ:'le being no eveninglassembly, at the 
old' plaoe. ' 

In 1844 the church paid £20 tlo, a descenrl1ant of 
a itrust,ee before he would restoJ."ie to the rightful owners 
the deeds of the Mottram Burial Ground. 

Mr. Barber's gravestone records his death 
, 10 ,March 1871 a~ea 78 y!ears, after a ministry of over 
thirty iJ,ears. There :folloW!ed Enoch Shard who upheld' 
the :cause until his ,death in 1892, James Davenport 
having become co-pastor in 1879. , 

The church has never possessed la baptistery; on 
the premises. About a mile away; in Fow!den Lane not 
far from Chorley; Old Hall is the interesting: open 
stone built baptist'el1'i in use a hunidredJ YjOOrsago and 
still in expellent preservation. It is found! within the 
precincts of Orrell's Well Fann n:ow in the ociC1!pation 
of !Adam Dawson, a W,esleyan class lea~:r.- ' 
, :A few yp.rds awlay on higher ground is the Well 
and on the lower side Mobberly: Brook wind's its way. 
Five lofty; trees give a p[cturesque setting to the rural 
fount. No service has been held here within memof)'j 

3 
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of the present members, but Robiert Hallworth, whose 
tombstone is prominent in the foreground' of the 
chapel [and' whoctie'd' in 1914 aged 91 remembered' 

. several baptisms there. .. . 
. 1\fter its d~suse baptisms were administered at 

Sand1ebridge near the original Norbury Houses on 
the Knutsford rood!, an'd for 60 Yiears the few who have 
joined 'the church h:ave gone to chapels in Mac'clesfield 
or 'to Bvamhall. 

Of the modern headStones, passers bY; note that 
of lOne named Lowe on which is the verse, . 

In union with my Lord 
From condemmi.tion free 

The saints from everlasting were 
!And' s'hall for ever be. . 

While :another reoords in bold letters, 

.. Who shiall lay; any;t:hing to the charge of 
God's elect? " . 

But the one which causes far more ahention is 
the ,neat upright stone near the gate shaded by la y,ew 
tree ,of. well over 200 years groW1t:h. I t is tha.t over 
the ionlYj sons of the Rt. Hon. Jaoob Bright, ap.d is 
lettJe~ed, . 

Two 
Little Brothers 

Paul Bright 
alg!dd 4 Y)elars and 

Syidfcley MeIlor Bright 
a:ged 7 months 

lie siidie by side in this gra.ve 
July! 1861 .. 
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. Its :existence 50' far frO'm Roclldale is explained! 
by: the fact that JO'hnBright's younger brother was 
then entering upon his political career as C'andidate! 
for Manchester and for a time resident at the Queen's 
Hotel, Alderley Edge. There his infant son wedl of 
diphtheria. Being refused a grave at the church wh'ere 
he first applied, he wrote to the Baptist minister.Mr . 

. ' Barber replied that there was onlYi one space at 
Warlord .which had not been appropriated, and that! 
should he his. The burial took place, and the little 
fellow: Paul who stoDd beside the neW' g'rave follDwed' 
his baby hrother within a fortnight. . 

I t is satisfactory, to record that the three burial 
grounds of Warlord, Mottram ana Bramhall are kept 
in .excellent order. At Mottram an adjDining owner 
has planted fruit tl1ees around the graves and pays a 
nominal vent theI1efor to the Trustees. I t is however 
much to be regretted that a few Ylears ago the fanner 
tenant of the MottI1am Hall estate was allDwed to 
enclos,e some yards of the burial ground together 
with a valuable t:r;ee which had marked' the boundary. 
Services have been held annually by; Warford members 
on the ground, and in case of rain the WesleyfUls have 
lent their excellent chapel a short distance away .. :A 
thatched cDttage was once used for funeral services 
an(l is still known :as Graveyard CDttage, but no burial 
has taken place at Mottram for 70 'yjears. l'he last 
gra.vestones to' be erected are those of "J os:eph 
Burgless died' JulYi the 10th 1745 "anal that Df: the 
Falk'ener family. The latter is a large slab raised et . '~w inches above the grDund and the inscription read's: 

"'Hel1e was interred th,~ bodY; of Thomas 
Falkener O'f Mottram who Ideparted this life 
January the 16th 1757 aged 55 years. Also Samuel 
his son'departed this life February the 9 th 1757 
aged 24 y!ears Likewise the wife of his son: 
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dieparted this life March the 9th 1757 aged 24 
iYJears 1\lso' Elizabeth wife of the said ThomaS' 
Falkener died October 1757." 

LOClally: the 4 dieaths' within 10 months is accounted 
.for by; the fact that the familYi hakl: eaten potatoes 
grown in the b'urialground and it is. 'Saidi that calVles 
put there to f:eed also met the same fate I 

iNearlYj all the twenty gravestones are .. now neatly, 
oovere:d with grass and! it would be well to place 
la notiqe hoard to commemorate the work of Thomas 
Eaton the Bap:tist stalw:art of 230 Yiears ago. 
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Association. 

A N infu,rmirrg, and exhaustive article in a prrervious 
numher of these Transactions on " EarlYi D~YJS 
at Ey;thorrne" by Dr. Whitley:, while it pricked! 

some traditional b'ubbles, set before us in the light of 
truth the figuI'Ies of! James ana John Knott and conse­
quently made them more human arid! interesting. I 
hiaMe I'IecentlYicome across some references to J ames 
Knott :and his frien<lls which give us another glimpse 
of ,the Eythorne GelIlieral Baptist' Church in the old! 
days, and it may not be out IOf place to refer to them as 
supplementing Dr. Whitley's article. 

On 16 May! 1717 "at the Mleetirrg of the Churches 
of our Lord Jesus Christ in & about East l(,ent (Pro­
fessing the principl'es of ye Doctrine of Christ men­
tioned Hebrews Yie 6th I: :2 & ye Doctrine of General 
Reidiemption) .. ~ 'Holden ,at the House of our Bro: 
Willm Tucker called SOlllton", arrangements were 
made for, conductin:g the business of regular Associa­
tion meetings. ':The churches mentionedi' are Canter­
bury, Dover, "H~th )and Folkston," Eythorne, Deal,~ 
and Bardo!Il. From Ey,thorne there came to the 
meeting, 

James Knott, Eldier 

John Russel } R,ePT" esentati,ves 
John Crump 

37 
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Arrangements ,weI1e made forr a regular inter­
chang,e of ministers and it was res.olVled to meet twice . 
a year in May and October. The next meeting was to' 
be held 'at the meeting house at Deal.' "I t was 
agr'eedr,t our Bro' Knott should p~eacha Sermon at 
ye same time .or on his failure .our Bro [Davidj 
SimpsoIl, " [elder of D.over]. , 

The Ey;t:horne church met at this time in three 
divisions 'Or," as the minute book of the East Kent 
~ssociation p~ts it, in "three meetings Holden at 
Eythorn Wingham-well, & in the Isle of Thannet." 
At the next 'Association meeting Jow RU5'sel and! Willm 
Tucker. appeared as repr,esentatives of Ey;thorne but 
Knott did not turn up. -AccordinglYI " It Was agreed' 
yt our Bror SimpsO'n taking with him our Bror Willm 
Tucker or some O'ther Bror shall inquire ofi our Bror , 
Knott his reasons of' not coming to' this meeting to' 
preach a Sermon as agreed nQr . y,et give our :aror 
Davi'd Simpson timely, Notice theI1eof and! to I1ender 
Yie same to our next meeting of this kind." 

J,ames Knott ameared with Tuc~er a!IlidJ John Bush 
at the next meeting, whichWlas held! in the meeting] 
house at Hythe, 8 May 1718, and" gave ye reason O'f 

- his not coming to' ye last meeting (viz) that about 2 
Days before ye time when as ye said meeting was to 
be ho~dien he -was taken lame of one Sidle, bYi Wihich 
Suididain Seizure he was prevented from doming to' 
Deal to preach a Sennonand. of giving Notice to oUr 
Bror David Simpson-which reason is bYi this meetingt 
aecepted." It was arranged that KnO'tt should' preach 
at the next meeting, at CaIiterbury~ "or if he possible 
cannO't ID give timelYi nO'tice to our Bror William 
Kennett.'~ Neither <elder nor represe!l1t:atives turned. 
up from Eythorne hO'wever at the next meeting and 
an ,entry concerning one O'f the EYithome members 
se,ems to' betray; a lack of sympathy, between some of 
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that Church and the Associlation with; its M:essengers. 
Hel1e is the r,ecord':~ . 

"The Letters. that have been sent" from Thomas, 
Norwood to Bror [SamuelJ ·OngleYi auldl B:mr Jarman 
and f:mm Bror J arman to Thomas N OI"W!Ood were read' 
before this meeting and also Bror John Hobhs and 
Bror John Bush brought the following report from 
Thomas Norwood as he spake it to them at Sand­
wich the twelveth diaYi if this instant October [1718J 
(viz) Brot" John Hobbs lliscoursing with him about the 
nature and authoritY! of! Yle Office of mess<eng:ers He 
maCe light of it and said' that Boor James Knott did! 
the lil~e. 

A~d! it was agreed that Bror Davi<l! Simpson and 
Bror William Kennett shall go to Bror Jrunes Knott 
and' carry; him C~pies of the Letters that Thomas 
Norwooo hath sent to Bror Ongle~and Jarman and 
let him knoiW that this meeting thinks thlem very 
scandalous and notoriously, dishonourable to religion, 
and ,r,t they; think that Thomas Notwood is W!Orthy, 
of being publickly, disowned from biein~ a member ot: 
the Church of Eythorn at the· several meetin,g's holden 
by; the said Church and that ye ~d Letters be pub'­
lickly. read at ye dQing of y,esrune and: that in order 
hereunto he be forthwith adimonished if theYi think fitt 

and ,also that these two Brethren shall inquire the 
reasons that Bror James Knott nor nO rep!fesentatives 
came to this meeting from Ey,thom and to exhort him 
tOo stir up himself and the church he belongs to to 
make their appearancie at the next meeting." 

MThen the 'Association 'met next, on 7 May, 1719, :at 
Monkton "at the house,of our Bror John Bush in; the 
Isle, of Thannet" Knott with John Crump and John 
Bush appeared for EYJthorne. "Stephen Lasey;" Elder 
of Deal was appoinred "moderator" of. the meeting. 
I t was "agreed that our Bror J ames Knott With our 
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Brethren Davidl SimpsoiIl and' William KenIn!ett shall go 
to Thomas Norwood! and' a<J.imonish Him in the name 
& £ear of the Lord! to acknowledge those evils he 
hath been guilty] ofl in. R:eflecting upon our Brethren 
Samuel Ongly;, Siear1es Jartnan ,and! others and! 'give 
G~spel Satisfaction :which if he dla the Church Win 
accept of! him b:ut if he continue obstinate that theYi" 
shaH & will prociee'd agtainst him accordIng: to ,Gospel 
Rule (viz) to Declare him Oout of the Communion of 
the Congregation'.'" 

Another agl'1eement of this meeting in which Knott 
was oonoerne:d' dealt' with the supplJ!of the Isle of, 

,Thanet the minist'ers of Deal were tOo take it once in 
eight weeks" Bror Knott onoe in Eight weeks. The 
ministers of HYith & FoJkstone once in Eight weeks. 
They of Canterbury' five times in Eight weeks 
and' to begin on the 17th day; of Mlay next" [17 19 J. 

, The :autumn meeting in this ;y]ear was held at 
Dover, 20 OctOober, Knott turned up' with Tuc~er and 
John Towns representing Eythorne an'd its branches. 
It was "agreed! Qall means havin'g! been use'et with 
Thomas N 'Orwood toO hring him to gave Gospel Satis­
faction as !a:greed an'd1 proving: still unsucc!essful) that 
Btor James Knott shall publickl~ 'declare Him out 
of communion of Eyjthorn congregation the next ti~e 
He goes t'O the IIS~ei of' T:hianJnJet't'O Breiak Hreald'." Fresh, 
arrang:ementsha'd to be made fOor the supply of the , 
meeting in the Isle of ThJanet owing to the !dIeaths of, 
Samuel Ongly, the Messenger, " Bror' ParramOour" one 
of the preachers, and! William Kennet of HYithe since' 
the spring. James Knott, the ministers of'D'eal and of·· 
Canterbury: were each to supply. there once: in eight 
w:e:eks and it wjas, r.esolve'd "that Bror David Rutter 
an<i Brror Robert ,Willson be EarnestlYi desired ank:f 
request,ed _toO SupplYi that meeting at other times as 
formerly. " . . 

The· next Association meeting was heMI at Deal 
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26 May 1 720.' James Knott turned up with Thomas 
Mansler an'd John Bush from his church . 

.. It 'was oertifie'd that Bror James Knott had ptro­
ciee'ded against Thomas' N orw:ood as ,agreed' the 
last meeting." . . 

\. . 

~t this time the East ~ent Association dropped its 
autumn ~neeting: and when it next met 18 May 1721, at 
Hythe, there was no representative from Eythome. 
The meeting depute'd Searles Jarman and' David Simp­
son" to visit Bror James Krrott and to enquire the 
reason." Next year at Canterbury [3 May 1 722 J John 
Bush arid John' Kingsf:ord l'lepn~sented' the Eythorne 
church. ;It'Wla.S reporteid lthiat'Knott in reply;tJo the ques­
tion as to non-attendanoe .. answered' that they were 
occasionally prevented but [did] not design to leave of 
slending Representatives to our future meetin:gls." On 
23 Mlay 1723 the. Association met at Eythorne: J ames 
Knott is ,entered in the minutes at Elder and John 
Crump and John Bush appear again as representatives. 
In 1724 May, 14 at Dover, Knott appeared with Bush 
a:nlcl John Hatton repTesenting his church; these twO' 
represented Ey;thorne again at the A!s'Sociation meeting, 
at Deal, 6 May 1725, but Knott Wlas not present. Bush 
had the confidence of! the churches 'as this minutei 
testifies: 

" I t is agreed that Brother Edward Morris 
[Elder of the' Hythe & Folkestone Church] and 
Bror John Bush lShall t:epresent these five Churches 
at the general AsslemblYI to be holdlen at Glass­
house Yard! GosWlell Street London on wednes­
day in Whits un-week next." 

Jrunes Knott now disappears from the minutes. ,~t 
the meeting; in Cantlerbu'ry" 11 May; 1727, Richd 

Chilton' appears as a representative of Ey,thorne, r 
think he aame from the Isle of Thanet branch. 'At 
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Wingham, 15 Miay; 1729, there was still no elder Oof 
Eythorhe but John'Hatton, Willm Kingsfioidl, and John' 
Bush 'came as'ITepTesentativ,es. At this meeting it was 
resol~ed" that the Ministers belonging tOo the Churches 
shall meet together at Ramsgate in the Isle of Thanet 
to consider how the several Churches may be Supplied 
in the Ministry, on Tuesday the t,enth day of June 
next." iThere is no record! of this meeting, in fact 
a break now occurs in the' Association Minutes 
probably, owing to the aeath or removal of!: Bror Thos 

MerC!er, who, since 1717, ha'd' kept the minutes and 
did "ingross ,YJe Same in a book to be kept fur that 
purpose." , 

Dr. :Whitley shows why KnOott's mme disappears 
at this perio& He was disowneO' hy! these churches 

, for 'immOorality;, 'at ;a meeting at Wingham, in 1725. 
The next entry; in the Association book of the 

General Baptist Churches in East K'ent is dated 1 1 

October 1734. Meanwhile in 1732 the Eythorne 
church had been divided into regularly c~nstituted 
churches for the several plaoes Oof meeting at which 
groups of its members had worshippeld!. This step was 
long overdue. We :consequently, ha'VIe, a fresh arran~­
ment and the meetingl is describe'cl" as "holden at 
Canterbury, . . . ,1734 by; the M;essen'gers Elders arid 
Representativ,es of i.the said Churc'hes viz 

Richd Drinkwater 1 M 
'Robt Mercer J' essengers, 

and from 

{ 
Willm Browning 

Canterbury; Stepn Philpot 

{ 

Robt Pyall ~ , 
Dover John Prescoft 

John Sanders 
Hyth and {, 
Folkston 

J Represenvs 

. Elder 

J RepTesenVS 



Eythorne and the Kent General Baptist Association 43 

Isle of S JOhn Bush 
Thanett 1.Richd Chilton 
Winghaven{ I John Kingsfoid 

W . ahs John Ladij· . mg am 
Stellin. S" G~orge Ash 

g <. W lllm Mackney. 
Eythorn James Knott . 
Deal r Stephen La:cy { 

( Stephen Broadley 
iTong John Pantry . 

} Represenvs 

. Elder 
RepresenvS , 

Elder 
Repr:esenvs " 

Reprve 
Elder 
Represenvs 

Represenve 

Dr. Whitley, quoting from the old'· Eythorne 
Church Book, tens us that James Knott on expressing 
r·epentanoe was "restored!" in 1732. I do not think 
he was restored to the Eldership. He 'Was restored' to 
communion but not to office. H~ is here desc.ribed 
not as elder but only, ~s "representative" and this 
meeting took steps, to supply. at EY,thome without 
mentioning Knott. 

" It is agreed! that Bmr Richd Chilton and 
Bror John Bush shall one Lords DaYi in six Supply 
Ministeriallyj the Church at WinghJam and' Bror 
John Kingsford and' Bror John Sanders shall do 
the same to the Church at EY,thorn." 

Unfortunately there, now comes a gap of 34 :rears 
in this Association Book during which time the pro-' 
ceediI,igs were no doubt 'entered' elsewhere. The next 
entry; is headed:-

"Aug. 9 1768 :An Association of the Genl 

Baptist[ s] held in theit meeting house at Canterbury." 

And the record is for all the General Baptist 
Churches in ~ent, 'ei~h1leen in number, not all of which 
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were hoWle~er rep~esenteOl tat the meeting. Ey,thorne 
sent ;M~ Jno Knoitt, EIQJer ' 

Mr Thos Rantey ( : , 
Mr Stepill' Bradley, 5 r~p~ 

,This must be the John Knott jun. who was ordlained as 
"elder" of the Eythorne church 18 September 1758. 
From the l'1eport on the state of the ch.urches we can 
see how, those which! spmng from Ey;thome were 
faring. Let us look at the record:, takin'g the, mother, 
church first. The scribe sets it aiown thus:-

"AY,rhome n:othin:g in perticuler as from Yf 
Church. - Mr Knott deman'ds the ministers con­
snantly changing and :a fun!d to. be rais'dl to 
discharge the expense thereof." 

The IsLe ,of Th:anet sent 

M r ThOs PietYi } 
Mr John Grig'gs r,eprests 
Mr Wm Foor'd 

.. Mr Piety, relates th~ are in want of, a M~nister 
& aply hear for asistance ,ana they; are redy to assist 
:any pe[r]son that shall setle with them; [they have] 
but ,one Deacon & him aged' :& liv!es 6 miles of' and! 
Re'clOmend their choosing ,one officer if not two." 

Wingham sent. 

Mr Jno Kingsford } 
Mr Robt Quested 
Mr Thos Chapman reprrests 

Mr Ed'wdKingsfOl'd 

" Mr Kingsf,ord' Rep~esents They, havle no Elder, they, 
have ,one Deacon & proposes to choose two- more & 
ReclOmends Singing as a likelYj memts to revive a 
spirit of religion, land Mr King!sfQid is of OpiniOiIl it 
WlQuld be useful to Revive their' form'er ConfemlIlc~s." . 
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Stlelling.lWas r:epresent,ed bYj 

,Mr Stepn Philpott 
'Mr Phill Griggs 

EldJer 

., Nothing in perticuler to them rdated." The Asso­
ciation I1equestedi John Knott, an:d Mr [JohJn] Geere 
of Hythe church, to !assist Dover in finding' a suitable 
minist-er land choosing offioers. Miessrs Kingsford~ Phil­
PlOt and' Chapman~eI1e "desired to p1ersuade" Isle of 
Thanet " to. choose Officers in their church." Knott's 
suggiestion of' lexchanges was met by; the <following 
resolution. . ' . 

"It is r:ecomend,ea to Mr Knott & Mr 
[William] Ashdowne for East Kt and Mr [Daniel] 
Dohel [of· Cranbrook] & Mr [John] Boorman [of 
'Headoorn] for ,West Kent to make an, estimate to 
laYi befor:e the next Asso.ciatioiIl of the expenses 
that will attend the Ministers changing. their places' 
'of' meeting in order to d'iversifie the ministry." 

The following minute is of interest: "The Elders: 
& representatiVies are ldiesir:ed 1)0 enquire of their several 
Churches if! theYi apm-ve of Mr Win A1sh'downe & 
Mr Knott for the Office of Miess1en'glers. " John Knott 
signs these minutes of! 1768 with tWenty;-three others. 
He did not att>end the Association meeting at Head'­
corn, 9 May 1769, but he is referreld to ill! the minutes 
as " John Knott of Baison." 

,We also 'find the minute" In l'1ciation to the Choice 
of Messengers it is the opinion of this Association 
that as itoonsis.ts of~ Kentt onelYi t!mt they are not 
properly authorised to choose M!eSSlengters fhr the whole 
Body of Baptist[s]." No objection of this sort was 
raised. in earlier times so far as I knoW!, and! it llla:Yi 
be' the churches fielt there were special reasons for 
proceeding cautiously in regard to ordiainin'g~ Knott and' 
Ash<1owne to th;at office. , _ 
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At the meeting at Canterbury; 30ct 1769 John 
Knott attenidied as ~elder of Ey;thome. There- is no 
indic:ation of an)'! dIfference With his old hn!throo. 
It is l1ecordied that "with relation to a supply! of 
ministry; in: the Island Brothr Knott and his A'ssistance, 
[assistants] p:r:opose to Supl)'! there on:ce a month and 
Boor John Kingsfoid once a month." , 

, :But at this meeting the case of Bessels Green 
CIalIle up. John Starrgier who had gDne there asassis­
tant t'O 1jl:e respected and venerabl'e eldler, Samuel 
Benge, had caused' difficulty by; forming; a party" 
following, getting himself appointe!di Eld!er and 
endela'\nDuring to oust the majority! from the old 
meeting-house. J Dhn Colgate brought the" case" up 
!as representative of the church. The relC'Drd runs 
" The Case of Bessells Green too dificult to determinel 
t:Dr want of being more p'erticulerly~ acquainted IWith 
the whole a£air. But we think a MinDrity have no' 

, right to Chuse an Elder. ,With r'elatiDn. tD the affair o£~, 
Messengers visiting or writing; without hieing called 
tD it in Answer to which we think a MiesSle'Ilg~r have 
aright by advize or Counoel any; w'helie or iany when 
tD give advioe and counsell in any! 1"elig;ious affairs. ',' 
J'Ohn Knott signed the minutes but the name of J ames 
Fenn 'Of Deal is not thel'e though! he attended as 
repries'entative, not as ,elder of that church!. ' 

,The next Association meeting was held at Head~ 
,corn; 8 May I 770, Knott turned up with thl'ee com­
panions Thos Harvey, Vincent Ladld and' Stephen 
Broadley,. From Bessels Green came Samuel Benge 
the dder with J0'hn Iglglesd!en and J0'hn' Colgate., 
They again brought a "c,as'e" for consider:ation. In 
regard tD the M:essenglers the minune for this y~ 

,runs "Our M:essenger ,Mr Danl Dobell is desired to 
inform the Sussex Churches that it is the dlesire of this. 
AssociatiDn to meet th~m in ~ssociation at Tunhridge 
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Wdls1 in ordier for the Choice' of Messengers." Any 
hope of 'electing: John Knott to' that office was passing. 
John Bo.orman of Heaa'com was eventuallYj chosen as 
'M~s;S!enger.He appears in that c;apjacity in 1772. As 
to the Bessels GI1een affair the <fucision was as 
follows:-

"Wh:eI1eas a Charge by; Mr StangJer anQ! others 
have bleen brought against Brother Danid Dobell for 
sowing :discord among; the peop~e' at Bessells Green 
and in his office being over-bearing as a M;essenger 
it is the opinion of this' Association that the Charge is 
not suport·ed." 

I ju'dge that the sy~pathies of Knott '\¥,lent with 
Stangerarid his party; fO'r neither he nor the three 
representatives of EY,thome :sign this minute. 

At the next meeting of the:A.ssociation at Canter­
bury, I4M,ay 1771," Ey;thome church ~as, not 
l'epresentJed ialld: its :name is aropped from the list. 
The l'eason being that Knott, as well as Smng1er, ha'd' 
severed his connection with the old General Baptistsl 
and! joined the New Co.rmexion cif General Baptists'. 
In 1785 Ey!thorne took thefurther step un<lier Thomas 
Ranger of entJerin:gl into. fellowship with the Particular 
Baptists. The chtircli at Deal ,Which hadi :wIitrrdrawn 
from the ~entish ·General Baptists did not follow 
Eythorne in :this step. It IW!ent bla:ck to itsolallo~e before 
this 1dIate anJd! /WIas I1ep!J.1eSleln~ed by J amesl F cnll, now 
classed as EI$1ier, and' Steplhen Carter at the Association 
held on 2 Miay 1780 at Headbom. Curiously enough 
"Vinoent Lad" mid' "Sit1epp. Bra'dly," two form~r 
Eythorne repr-es'entativels sigh the minutes of' the 
preoeding y;ear at Canterbury. I t looks as thoug:h 
th~y WieI1e not :c:on1ent with the trend! ofl events ~t 
Ey;thorne antt had oome amongst their old fri>elndis on.ce 

1 This joint meeting was held July 24. 1770. 
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again to see how: thin'g)s were moving. F enn iW3.S 
even nominate'd in 1780 as a Po.ssible man for the 
Messeng'er's office. He continued' in fiellowship with 
the old General Baptists, and in 1794 we hear of, 
"Bror James Fenn intenoing: to. g:o shortly" to 
America. His name then o:mps out. . . 

,There is lOne more' glimpse of EYithorne in this 
A:s'Sociatio.n Book which \vie may, no.te.· It o.ccurs in 
connection ,with the old meeting: house in. Sandwich. 
The Deal friend's l1eported ,at the Aissociation meeting; 
at Headcio.rn, 3 May, 1803, that in accordance with the 
reoommendiation of the Association they; had J."!e-opened 
the "Sandwich M,eeting'house. ... . but that after 
they had p~eath!ed there a sho.rt time, the place was 
much damaged, bYi some evil-disposed persons, since 
which, there has been no. preaching tner1e." AJccord­
ingly the Association" request that our Friends who 
were appointed to attend to this business last Associa~ 
tion, Wo.uld endeavour to prevail with the Church at 
Eythom, 00 unite w:ith us, in J."!eplairingl this place as 
soo.n Jas possible; & to :adiop~ such measures relative 
to the aarrying: on of! the worship of GOG: there in 
future !as ,shall appear to them most. proper. We 
also think it nec;essaryj that means shoulO! be used to 
bring tho.se persons who committed the Depredations 
to Justice." 

Ne?,-tyear, 24 April 1804, the ~entish Churches 
associated at Chatham whJeJ."!e a'" 'NjeW! M!eeting' House " 

. had lately been built at a oast IOf £884 65. 6d on land 
leased £o.r 99 y:ears. "A! Sermon was prelach'd by 
Boor W. Vidler from the Epristle to. the Ephesians 
3 Chap 3 & 4 vers,e[ s]" ,This was William Vidler the 
universalist-unitarian Baptist :£o.rmerlYi of Battle in 
Sussex.2 Amo.ng the minutes of' this, meeting the 
following occurs. -

2 See the article by Butt Thompson on Vidler. in Vol. I. of these 
TRANSACTIONS. 
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"We observe that our Frienas of Deal have" had' 
an interview., with some of the acting Members of 
Eythorn Church, wh'O seem ruspos'd to unite w~th them 
in putting the Meeting House at SandWich in a state 
of repair, but as )'let nothing' a1ecishne has been done~ 
but we hope it will be a;etermin'd on in a short time, as 
to the ·offenders by: whom' thre plaCIe was much 
damag'd they are not yet brought to JustiCle." 

In 1805 it was reporl.'ed' at Canterbury that" The 
state 'Of SandWich Meeting House is in the hands of 
friends to whose immediate exertions we leave-the 
Bu~iness." Presumably: these friends were members of 
EY,thorne church and no, further l'e£eI1elnce to the matter 
occurs. :N. m'Ov;ement in the dIrection of Calvinistic 
doctrine wasm.aking itsdf felt among the Baptists of 
Kent at this peri'Od. It pvesented itself to the mind's of 
the old General Baptists' in the light of' a I1eaction and' 
threatened' their contr'Ol of some of the old! Meeting 
HouseS ;~t they ~aoed! the position with admirable 
Christian temper and' no word of bitterness on the 
subject mars the vecoro.' of their Association Meeting:s. 
,When it Was reported in 1813, at Cr:anbrook "with 
respect to the Case 'Of Y aIding: . Meeting House . . . 
that the Trustees have permitted the Calvinist Baptists 
in that Neighbiour'lrood! to occup~ it for their public 
serviaes" they; aid' indeed advise the Trustees to 
reconsider the subject and arrange for the payment 
of a \Yjearly; I1enttal to be mad/e. Next year at 

,Smaraen '. it was l1ecommendJed that the "Yalding 
friends . . deposit their Churc!h hook in the hands of 
Mr TRobertJ PY[Clll [messenger of HeadcornJ he being 
the Isenior Trustee,'" but theYI (lid not proceea' further in 
the matt,er. TheY] had learned t'O re~pect sincere 
religious conviction though it mighit hie of a different 
compl1exion from their own. . . 

WALTER H. BURGESS. 
4 



Benjamin Cox. 

A NOTE' in the last number of the Transactions 
of the COongregati.onal Hist.orical Sooiety ad'ds 
to our knowledge of one of the few clergy 

who in the Civil Wars bec:ame Baptist, and' honour­
ably r:etireid' from their parishes. A few inladequate 
n)otes were made by; Benjamin StintOon and prrint~ by 
Cr:osby;, whenC'e others have cop~eId them w1ith further 
deterioration. ,The following facts are draWln. from 
contemporary; sources. . 

Benjamin Cox was eld'uCla:ted at OxfOord~ ana in 
1617 was at Broa'dg:ates Hall, acc.ording to Anthony 
!Woold. This quite disposes of the legend that he was 
son of Bishop Cox, famous in Elizabeth's reign, for 
the bishop's five childr:en were all bOom before' 1568', 
anld he died in -1581. It· is possiMe that Btmjarnin 
was r'elated in some WlaYj t.o Bishop Richard, but nO' 
evidence as to his parentage is available. 

He became rector .of Sampford Peverel, a· village 
five miles north:-east of Tiverton. In 1646 he was 
twiUea by. Thomas Edwaids fOor having been ZealOoUS 
concerning Laud's inno,vatiOoJ;ls. This probably means 
that he did not fall in, with the prevalent Puritan: 
Inotions, and did appreciate an orderly: service; fOor 

',we find him stickling for such points afterwards. It 
is worth rememberin:g that JOohn Wesley earned' his 
name of Methodist for similar. 'punctilious observance· 
of the prayer-bOook, insisting in Georgia on immersing; 
instead of sprinkling. Edwards lived at Hertford and, ' 

50 -
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ihald no special means of knowing the facts, while 
his Gangrrena shows that he wJas concerned'in raking; 
together everything he could twist to the discredit of! 

'those he attac~ed. 
, As soon as Laud's pow~r was broken, Cox took 

the lead locally, in promoting a reformation. What 
troubled many' conscientious clergy was the custom 
of a!<imitting to. communion all parishioners indis­
criminately; on this point he wrote a long letter 
of' fourteen quarto pages an<l sent it to. Martin Blake, 
vicar of Barnstaple, in 1642. The letter was penne<ll 
in: that town, and this m;ay, indiciate hoWl widely his; 
influence sprea:d. '_ 

O:I1iCe a man sets to work in earnest to limit 
ClO:m.mU'Ilion to real believers, he is likely to. be 
challelnged with questions about confirmation and] 
infant baptism. At Sarnpford Peverel, Cox was within 
,easy reach of Tiverton., where the Baptists hadl been 
decidedly in evidence since 1626. I t would seem that, 
e:ven as Paul learned from the humble Ananias of 
Damascus, he got in to.uch with this church. For 
BajXter in 1650 said plainly, that Cox to,rieited his, -
chance of preferment ana influenoe amongt the Puritansi 
by his adoption. of Baptist t'enets. And When the 
ordinance for forming the Westminster Assembly was 
pass,ed onl 2 June 1643, Cox was nOot on the list. 
Also a scrutiny of the Journals of the Lord's and 
Commons, IshoWing the numerous cases - where they, 
promoted and paid Presbyterian clergy, shows that 
they, never favoured him in any, way. 

In the course' of this y~ar, he 'vanished from 
Sampford Peverel and never returned.: He may have 
been helped to this departure bYi the victories of the 
Royalists under Sir Ralph Hopton; the west co.untIYi 
_ was no~ comfortable' for any clergyman who. was not 
a staunch Episcopalian. In May 1656, John Hopkins 
was the minister, joining in the General Association 
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formed October 1655. Calamy obtained the name' 
of Stephen CO/ven as ej'ected, and has no mention of 
Cox in anYI way. 

Coventry was a stronghold of the Puritans in 
I 643~ and Cox bent his steps thither. Doubtless he 
was helped in his choioe by, the fact that the Baptist 
c\hurches at Coventry ;md 'at TiVlerton had been in 
touch since 1626. 'His arrival disconcerted the 
ordinary refbrmi'ng clergy who teemed in this city of 
refuge; and Baxter tells how he challeng;ed Cox to 
a debate on infant baptism, first oral, then' in writing. 
This appears to have 'been about the close of 1643. 
The military committee in charge of the city did, not 
appreciate the 'division of opinion, and as Cox would 
not keep sil,ent, theYj imprisoned him. He' was not 
released till 1644, and, then without any intervention 
of Baxter, who w:as morally responsible. 

One detail in Baxter"s statement is curious; he 
says that Cox was present' by invitation to assist at 
the formation of a B.aptist church: Now the General 
Baptist 'church there had existed at least seventeen 
years; perhaps there were now some Calvinists who 
bald !arrived at the Baptist position, and 'desired to 
be 'embo<lied in a separate church. 

The next light on CoX: is from Cap1tain Deane, in 
his, well-knoWll1 letter to Thomas Barlow, bishop of 
Lincoln. It relates to. the period. after the use of the 
Book of Common Prayer _ was forbi<Iden. This 
tyrannical or<l:er w:as issued on 4 January 1644/5, but 
as :no penalty, was ppecifie'd, it remained a dead letter -
till it was re-issued with stringent penalties on Barthol­
omew's Eve, 1645. The Presbyterians afterw:ards had 
bitter cause to rue that date; which 'was evidently, 
clrosen in 1662 as a deliberate retaliation for their 
bigotry nOlW:. 

Some time therefore after January 1645, Benjamin 
Cox ministered at Bedford, according to Deane. It 
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seems implied that he had the use O'f a parish church. 
Gyles ThJOrne of St. Cuthberts had been reported to 
the 'L:ords in 1642, and in FebruarYj 1642/3 had been 
ordered to pay Mr. Holden .£20 yearly. PO'ssibly for 
a :short time Cox held this or a similar lectureship'-

Baxter inldleed saYIS that Cox WIaS sent for to 
CO'ventry from Beidiford; but Deane's referenc:e to the 
oider of 1645c6nflicts with this, and his sequence O'f 
events appears more natural. 

In 'December 1645 he was in LO'ndOon, where' 
Ba'ptists were nO'w stirring very, vigorously, and it 
was advertised that he andHanserdKnO'lly~, another 
derg:yman, assisted by William Kiffin,' a yO'ung 
merchant, WO'uld hOold a public discussion in the parish 
church O'f Aldermanbury,on illfant baptism. Public 
interest had been challenged, first by! a confession 
published for the LondO'n Baptists in 1644, then bYi 
a . publicati'On of Daniel Featley, a former O'fficial of 
the High Commission. In 1642 Featley, had had a 
debate with Kiffin, 'Of which he had kept notes; being 
nOlW impTis'Oned by the Presbyterians, he had time 
1:0' work these up, to compiLe some slanders about the 
Munster Anabaptists and' insinuate that English 
Baptists were 'Of the same kidneYi, tOo criticise' the 
1644 'conf,essi'On, and to send the whQle unidigesteQl 
mixture to' the pT·ess. He was prO'mpltly, answeredbYi 
others, andnev,er returned to' the charge, thoug,h his 
fmrago IW,as O'ften reprinted. The excitement lW'as 
such 'that the Lord Mayor forbade the debate con­
t'emplated by, Cox, whO' thereupon issued a p~mphlet 
explaining. Meanwhile Mlartin Blake O'il Barnstaplei 
thought the time O'pportune to p:ublish the letters of. 
1642, with further thO'ughts O'f his O'wn; so that CO'X 
found himself. suddenlYI famO'us. . 

Now. the cO'nfession of 1644 had been drawn up.' 
and signed by men whO' had haid! nO' theol'Ogical train~ 
ing, all laYplen fr'Om the fO'rmer stwl'd'point: Fea11ey; 
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haG deaicated his book to parliament, asking . that 
there be no tolerance of such 'Opinions as he op?,osed', 
and! 'no preachin:g. bYi lay~nen. Therefore the con-

.. fession was revised' in the light of his criticisms, 
without retracting ,anything important,' and was 
republished in January, 1645/6 with .a dedication to 
jpa,rliament 'claiming religious liberty. This time it 

. was signed also by: Cox and KnQllys, and it is prC?bable 
they both helped' in the revision. 

Parliament 'was toO' busy, to' attend to the matter, 
for there was a three-cornered' quarrel betWleen the 
king (now a prisoner in the Scots army), the Scotch. 
parliament, :and the English army. Cox therefore was 
free ih May to edit .one of the Wlorks of a new: friend, 
John Spilsbury. Some c.ountry brethren who had! read 
lFe.atley:'s slanders, sent some quer}es chiefly as to 
the 'mQrtality of the soul and anti-.nomianism. To these 
he replied in se'V,eral articles which he published in 
November as an :appendix to the confessio'n. He also 
deigned to take notice of thJe. personal attack by, 
Thomas Edwar'ds, !Ctnd issueO a reply. And b1ec:ause 
the new Calvinistic Baptists were being charg,ed with 
holding .the med~e'Val views .of thJe Continental Ana­
baptists, ,he further put out a criticism of Pelag-ian 
errors, which icalled' into the field the r,edoubtable 
ITJhomas Lamb, leader .of the General Baptists. 

T:hen ,he suddenly, subsided, and is not heard of 
flOr 'nearly; twelve years. The blank is perplexing. 
Of >'oourse he was still the legal rector of Sampford 
Peverell, and once the intolerance of the Long Parlia­
ment was ,rendered harmless by, Pride's Purge, 'he 
might have r-yturned' and' resumed his duties, until 
the intoleranoe of Cromwell tQwards Baptists mani­
fested itself in 1654. - That would :aCCQunt for. St:ephen 
CO'Ven being irid'ucted there in 1655. ·But it would 
notaOCQunt for :a silence as to him .on the part of the 
Baptists in P e'VQn and' the west, and the fact th:all 
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the onl~ 'd'issentknown 'even in 1672 at Sampfo'rd! 
was Cong,reglational. -

, :There 'is another possibility, that his work at 
Bedford 1aYi between 1646 and" 1658, and 'wIas far­
more than 'a brief sojourn. This would acoount for 
his!son Nehemiah being 'domicilt:~d in the county soon 
after the Latter 'date. But it does not appear, thait 
the 'Bedford open church foundeu bY] Gifford, which 
did enjoy the'ministry of Nehemiah, hJas any tradition 
of 'Benjatnin. Nor has his name yet been published 
as having used a parish church in Bediford; and! he 
d.id 'nOtt sign thJe! nom)ina!tilOn OIn 13 iMla)'l 1653 of: 
members to the Nominated Parliament for the county> 
It would be verYi curious should it turn out that Cox 
wasst'eadily, preaching Baptist principles there while 

- Bunyan 'was still in garrison at NeWlport Paguel. 
The Midland Association ,organized in 1655, and' 

at the ninth meeting, held at Moreton in the Marsh 
lon2 September 1658, he was the first of' five men 
commissioned to sign the conclusions. It is not clear 
in Iwhat capacity, he attended; t:omp!arison of the names 
of!churches and delegates leaves 'it possible that he 
was representing Leominster-Hereflord or Gloucester 
or 'Be.wdley; but no tradition survives. of any con­
nection with these places. I t is more probable that 
00 :was acting as the Messen!g1,er of the' whole Asso­
ciation; such' a post w:as fined at this period for the 
Western Association bYi Thomas Collier; such super­
intendence )Vas disjoined from the care of one local 
church then, as it now is again in the very similar 
case -of a General Superintendent. " 

, With Cromwell's death, the obs1lacle was removed 
to :his work in Londion, -and' we noW! hJav:e w:elc'ome 
!evidence pf his having- resumed work there. John 
Hartopp succeeded to a baro:netcy; in, 1658, when he 
was just of age, and he proved a powerful patron' 
of 'Free Church ministers. He married Elizabeth, the 
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daughter 'Of Generral Charles' Fleetwood, son-in-law of 
Cromwell, supporter of the Irish Bap,ltists, commander" 
~n~chid in ,1659; and in 1660. the pair procured a 
foolscap ;blank book, into which Sir John wrote out 
carefully 28 sermons he took 'down in short-hand for 
a :y;ear. They aI'le not in chronological order, but are 
all 'dated. Everyj Sunday sermon, from April 22 to 
Dec. 30, is by, "M:r. Cox," and' there are fifteen of 
these. Evidently, Sir John was a regular attendant on 
Cox's ministry, though there is no clue as to the plac:e 
where it was exercised'. No sermon in January. 1661 
is reported; in February the Hartopps began attend­
ing regularly on "Mir. Jenkyn," apparently William 
Jenkyn, vicar of Christchurch and lecturer at St. 
A'nne's, Blackfriars. The book breaks off abruptly, in 
the midst of a sermon by: him.. . 

Thesle faots are new to this gleneration, and when 
we :see that Cox's last sermon 'was on the words, 
"Exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that 
IWle musit through many tribulations enter into. the 
kingdom 'Of God," then we note the Oate 30 December 
1660, and 'obs1erve that on the p~evious (faY.j the 
Convention Parliament had been dissolved, without 
having ,passed any; measur'e for toleration, thanks to 
the bigotry of Baxter. Cox clearly had no illusion as 
to :what next year had in store, b'ut he could not have 
foreseen Jhe insurrection of the Fifth Monarchists in 
January;, with the prompt proclamation forbid'ding all 
conventicles. 

As the HartopPiS ceased rep~,rting his Siermons, we 
may; perhaps infler that he did not have the use of a 
rparishchur,ch; and this is confirmed by; the sil'ence of 
Calamy, who could hardly, have been ignorant of 
L:on:don ,affiairs, anld would not lightly have missed a 
gibe at :a Bap!tist. . 

The HartoPP!s 'did' not say where Cox was pteach~ 
ing; but in 1646 he signed! as joint-pastor of one of 



Benjamin Cox 57 

the original 1642 churches; and although this. wlas soon 
le:dby Ed'ward Harrison, vicar of Kens'wlorth~ who 
provided it with a home in Petty; Fr.ance, yet W'e fin'd 
that ;on 28 JanuarYI 1660/1, when eight Lond'on Baptist 
dhurches joined! in disclaiming all connection with 
Venner, :Harrison was associated' with Cox. True that 
the ',christian name is given as John, but there are 
other mistakes, iand no John Cox is' known at this; 
time; It would seem certain therefore that Benjamin 
came hack to his old' church,. 

This was la leading church in tOWln, which had' 
isent messengers to Wales and to heland, and had 
joined In the calL of 1653 to all Baptist churches. It 
met in a' building which the Hartoprps would not be 
ashamed of frequenting, though it was private and' 
not a parish church.' , 

On 15 June 1662; the soldiers raid:ed this place, 
wounded a boy: with la sW!ord, and oarried: off the 
preacher to prison; la :Bortnight later they repeat,ed' 
their visit, wrecked' the place, and' W'ounded several. 
,This has nothing to db with the new Uni:Bormity, Act, 
twhich icame into florcie two months later; it 'w!as a 
rather illegal action to execut'e the Conventicle Act of­
Elizabeth, reinforoed bYi recent proclamations. 

U rider thes'e ci~cumstances the church, so rich 
in ministers, institute'd' three meetings in plaoe of one. 
The spies of 1664 r,eporte'd [S.P. Dom. Miscell. 26J " Mr 
Harson, MrToll, Mlr Cox, pastors, jOY,ne together. 
Hars me~tes att his owne. house & in B'unhillfeild's . 

. Cox in thames streete soper-brig~. Mi:' Toll chepeside 
seav,en starres." : . ' , 

,This disposes of; the statement ma'die by: Stinton 
fifty lYiears later, that he confo,rtnea af1ler 1662, repenteid, 
an'd died a non~'confo'rming Baptist. The stat'ement 
WJaS inherently improbable, and could b1arely be 
reconcile'd ~th these conremporarYi notices; no evi­
dence was stated' bY; Stint-on or Crosby., Il!one is known .. 
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Indeed, Cox, an .. antient minister" in 1650, d1isappears 
in 1664. .. .. 

In 1665 Seth Ward', bishop of E:x:eter, required' 
returns to be ma'de from :all his clergy as to any non­
conforming ministers, phy,sicia'ns, schoolmasters, mi'd'­
wives &c in their parishes. It W/a.S:. ;certified' that 
Stephen :Coven,)' a wan'derirrg sedlitiousl !Seminary," !Was 
living at Ralberton, three miles east of TiVlerton; but 
there is no word of Cox, whether in his old'diooese or 
in 'any other whence reports ar,e preserved'. Nor is 
he heard of again in 1669 or 1672 .. 

Instea'd' of the fathers come up the sons, b'oth with. 
Harrison and Cox. It may be added that his son: 
Nehemiah was r~porte'd' in 1669 from Miauld1enas a: 
prominent 'dlssenter, that in 1671 he wa;s called to the 
ministry by the same Bedford church which then chose 
Bunyan as pastor, that in 1674 he was censured' by; 
.the 'church for words and' pliactices tending to make 
_a division. This Bed~oridshire sojourn may ·well have 
heen facilitate'd by, the father's brief stay at the county 
towp.. Then in 1675 Nehemiah was oalle'd to be joint-

. pastor with William Collins over the gr'eat London 
'church 'of Pet~y France~ where Harrison the late pastor 
had 'died before April 1674, an{l where Benjamirr's! 

.name was still flragrant. N ehemiah was ordained on 
21 September, this being apparently; the first public 
JdjiJssenting ordination. in Lonaon .. T:wo. Yiears later 
hiis 'church adopteki a Baptist revision of' the West­
minster Confession, which in 1689 b:eoame rather­
famous, :and is still standarid in the southern United! 
States. This throws :a light on Nehemiah's departure 
from 'Bedford, for that church Wlas then trying to 
walk on the narrow; ~ath of open membership, for­
~bidding all discussion of baptism. Neither Nehemiah 
nor Benjamin believed in hiding that liglht under a 
bushel. Nehemiah w:orthilYj upheld' the great traditions 

. ,pf . his father, blossomed out :as Mi.D., and is heard of 
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as going :about on his medical rounds with a gold­
headed cane. 

He had the opportunity, of _heap~ng coals of fire 
on the aged' head of Richard Baxter, who was being 
dragged off to prison in 1683 when Cox met the 
party and certified that Ba:xter was too ill to endure 
a jail: Calamy and' his copyists ignore the fact that 
the popular pthYisician was also a Baptist pastor, an'd' 
that he riskled! his own liberty bYI interV'ening. He 
received the dedication of Needh:am's Institutionesl 
Medicae, whenee we learn that he was also an. honorarYi 
FJR.C.P. He died in the y:ear of the revolution, and 
was honoured W!i.th :a handsome tomb in Bunhill Fields. 

A Certificate' of 1689. 

NORTHTONSH. MEMORAND. that at the Genall Quarter Sessions 
of the Peaoe holden by Adjournment at Northampton in and for the 
said County of Northton this twelfth. day of October in the first year 
of. the Reigne of our Soveraigne Lord and Lady William and Mary 
by the grace of God King and Queen of England & Anno Dni 1689 
It was certified to their Ma ues Justices of the Peace in the said County 
then and there assembled' according to. the forme' of the Statute in 
such Case made and provided That the dwelling house of Joseph 
Goodman at Bradden in the County aforesaid is intended and appointed 
fur a Place of meeting for Protestant Dissenters for the exercise of 
their Religious worshipp or service of God. As by the Records of the 
lsaid Court doth Appear. Given under my hand and the seale of my 
office the day and year above written 

p m~ Joseph Duckett 
clicum pads 

RiB. The original document hangs on the wall of the house thus 
certified, still owned by a linea.l descendant, The church .. of Slapton" 
fitted up a second house at ToW'cester in. 1723, and a third at 
Middleton Cheney in 1740, it built the present meeting-house at Weston 
by W.eedon in 1794, whose registered number is now 11026. 
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A REVIEW of the Pe'dob'aptist Dissentin~ Interest 
was compiled about 169'0-1692, and' Oon its 

. \ reoent discov,ery, was 'entrusted' bYi the anc!ielI1t 
Presbyt'erian HOlard to the Riev. A1ex. Gordon. He 
ha,s mJad!e a most careful studYi of all the people anidl 
.placleis, !and! has 'drawn up an' index whioh is reallYi 
an eliabcrate series of'biograp!hies for all the leaders 
named, severlal hundreds .. 

In his introductiDn to this valUiable vDlume, 
" Freedom ·after Ejection," he saYls that there was a: 
mutual iantipathy, between the Bap~ists & the Pedo­
baptists, a fact we have~ 'Often emp~asi~ed, as at page' 
172 of cur last vDlume, He calls attentiDn hDwever 
tc a few allusions made, to our peop,le, which iW1e' 
extract and annotate. The 'Original· mMluscri~t is 
reproOduced by, him with meticulous ac:cuI1acy:;. here 
we· tafue .only, the infmmatiDn, and make nD attempt 
t'O reprDduce the spelling. 

In 'Buckinghamshire' there Wias RiclJ.iard Ycung'. 
He had been reported froOm ErllesbOorDugh in 1669 t'O 
the bishop; in 1677 had seceded frDm tbe Cheshami 
cihurch and Wlas connected with Berkhamsteadi; in 
1679 signed the OrthoOdox Confession:; in 169'0 was 
repDrt,ed toO the Presby,terians from W~f:0mbe. 

In Essex, at Tiptr-ee 'Or M1e:ssing, was Oone Crab, 
a iHaptist, an ignorant fellDw. It is prssible this was 
the 'hat-maker who in 1646 had' excited' the wrath of' 
E{l,war'ds :at Hertfor'cl" for baptizing Samuel Fuloheif' 
the egg-man. I t is £ar m~~e likel,Yj tOo be the ThDinas; 
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Crab reported _ to the bishop in 1669 from Downham, 
Dr the Moses Crab at Wilbraham. Sib:le Hedlngham 
was reported to the Presbwerians as much: pestered' 
with Quakers land' Arminian :Anabaptists.-

In GIDuoester there had been :a P,edobaptistl 
cDngregation lat Tewkesbury; in 1691 th'ere were 
Dnly Anabaptists. It may be adlded th:at this church, 
known frDm 1655, in 1695 called Joseph Price to be 
pastor; he died' 172 r. -

,In 1672 Owen Davies had put in a number of 
applicatiDns, for licenses to GlouoestershiI'le Congre­
gationalists. Among them were Henry; CDllett and 
Thomas SkeYj jointly for their own houses in Tewkes­
bury, Joshua Steed of! Cleeve at his own hDuse, Will 
DavisDn of Tewkesbury, at his own hDuse. 

:In Gloucest,ershire 'it was :also reported in 1691 
that JDshuaHead, together with Collett, served 
BDurton Din the ,Water, CleeV1e,with other hamlets 
disguised as "Bigby~ CDS land Pason." We Iknow 
from other sources that in -1685 Ed'Wlard Strode of 
Tewkesbury paid £510 fine on behalf of Joshua Hea~l' 
Df Slaughter, Thomas Collett of BourtDn and six Dther 
conventiclers; and' that in 1698 John 1 Venfield _ a 
minister was buried IOn 1 ApriL 

In Hampshire we find' that at King;solere SDme 
gifted men of the Ana.b.aptists. preached ocoosiDnally, 
but had P!omiseQl to desist when a Minister _ was 
settled there. Probably! this Wlas an outpost of Whit­
church, or of NeW!bury. 

In Hertfordshire, John ,Wilson was reported frDm 
Hitchin,receiving not above £10. He w.as really, 
pastor 1677-1717, land his children' became noted 
ministers. Watford and Rickmansworth were I sadly, 
recorded ,as havingl only; a meeting! of Antipredo­
baptists. 

A,cross the borders of Hertford and Mid<:Hesex, 
Jooeph Maist,ers was active. At TheDbalds he co-
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operated with Hamilton the PresbY,terian; at Enfield 
with Obadiah Hughes. It is added bYj :M'r. Gordon 
that when he was invited to LQndon' he kept uP' 
monthly vISits to Theobalds. 

From the county; of Lancaster comes the 
interesting news that Colonel Roger Sawrey; of 
Broughton Tower, wrote on behalf 'Of the church :at 
Tottlebank in FUr!Iless Fells, to say that there was­
nO' minister, though there were several leglacies &;' 
some land, and the people guaranteed £20 more every, 
y~ar ; they. were calling out to' t~e :Pedobaptists for 
ore man at least. ,We know.' that the call .. was 
unheeded, ,ana that in 1696 David Cr'osley the Baptist 
went instead, giving: the church :a tinge which it has 
retained ever since, thO'ugh it is still open-communion, 
as at its foundatiQn in 1669. 

Frbm Northumberland, James Jafftay reported' 
that Hexhiam was still leavened with Anabaprtists. This 
was 'due to' Thomas Tillam;. the early documents are 
well known and valuable. ' 

From Vviltshire the report came that the Mart­
lock congregation paid eight shillings a sabbath, and 
that Ediwaid" Gatchell took turns there. In 1672 he 
had taken a licence for his house at Pitminster. 

Aberg:avenny; in Monmouthshire was reported, via 
Hereford, as. having a great auditory, but most of 
them Anabaptists, and their preachers of the same 
persuasion, posses\sed of the meeting-house. This was 
to be expected, considering the early, discussions there 
and the interest of the AssociatiO'n. To-day, the centre 
of gravity, is Llanwenarth. . . 

. MontgO'mery! hadi had Henry Williams, a Baptist, 
pastor iat Newtown; but Hugb Owen his suC'ceSSOT 
was Pedobaptist. One of his Baptist members, 
Reynold Wilson, an itinerant, hJa'd before 1669 openeD' 
a school atAlberha£esp. ,The):'lehe was afterwards 
helped by Fliancis Tumer, who went on to' Hill Cliff. 



A Public Library and Baptistery in the 
Barbican, 1694. 

FI~TEE~ ,in~.erest. ing man~s~ripts h,aVie bee~ 
. oeposIted III D'Oct'Or WIlhams' LIbrary, by 

authority 'Of the General Assembly, 'Of General 
Baptist,s, 

(I) One 'Of them is the minute-bo'Ok of the General 
A'ss'Odation 'Of General Baptists, 1696-17'04, with an 
alphabetical list 'Of 44'0 members at White's Alley in 
1695. This has been 'described, and the AssO'ciation 
minutes printed,for 'Our S'Ociety in 1909. Nine other 
volumes relate to Kent, Surrey~ an'd Sussex General 
Baptists, and; five to' the premises at Paul's AlleY;t 
Barbican. These 'dieser'vea sh()rt aOclOunt. 

(2) In 171 I, Jarnes Richards'On of the Ax-and­
B'Ottle Yard, Southwark, member of the Fair Street 
c:hurch in Horsely!dlown, entered up minutes of the 
Kent General Baptist Ass'Ociati'On from 1708, and 
p~esent,ed the b'Ook t'O the Association, 'Of which he, 
a layman, was M,essenger-an 'OffiCle revived Q.'OW as 
General Superintendent. The book was usedi at 
interv;als till· 1760, and s'Ome 'Of its inf'Ormation has 
aff'Orded material f'Or n'Otesin 'Our 19'09 edition 'Of the 
Assembly minutes. 

(3) In 1717 the chuFches in East ~ent began la 
similar folio minute-b'O'Ok, of whioh· the following 
acc'Ount is given bYI the R,ev. WaIter H. Burgess. 
The entries 'Of the East Kent Associati'On in this book 

63 



64 A Public Library and Baptistery in the Barbican, 1694 . 

extend to II October 1734, arid'then f'Or some reason 
the book was unused for 34 YJears. In 1768 the 
Assodation for the whole county of K'ent began to. 
make use of the blank pages of this volume, and' 
entered its proceedings therein down to the meeting! 
held :at Canterbury, on II May 1819, when Brother 
G.- Smallfield was chairman and Brothers Samuel Love 
and William Burg,ess, were moderators. The book 
being then nearlYI· full and' :somewhat the worse for 
wear it was resolvedi:-

"The Old Association Book to be deposited 
in . the hian!ds of Bror John Farren, arid a new 
Book to be provi(ied a:g:ainst the 'ensuing 
Asso'Ci'ation." - . 

This old volume is in a dilapiidat:ed condition lackingl 
covers and with many, pagJes loose, but the contents are 
intact and perfectly, legible. It contains the autograph 
signatures of many, l'eading Kentish GeI1Ieral Baptists. 
Much information is available as to Hy;the, Dover, 
Deal, Sandwich, Thanet and Canterbury. So much 
is available as to Ey;thome that a separate article· 
has been written by, Mr. Burgess. 

(4) Further information about the East Kent ~sso­
ciation may: be gathe!1ed from another volume with 

. entries f'mm July 1780 till April 1787. 
(5) Yet another volume contains records of'these 

East Kent churches from 1798 till 1809. This last is 
of interest in that in 1842 it was in the possession of 
a deacon at Dover, William P'eirce, whose ancestors, 
had figured at the Association and :Assembly! since 
1700. His daughter Priscilla, Mrs. Fordham, a great 
beneflactress of the Assembly, bequeathe'd this volume 
to that body, in 1857. 

Sampson Peiroe spelt his name thus when 
signing in '1783, though the secretary; entered it Pearce. 
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The same spelling was used bYi the Assembly in 1865 
fQr Priscil1a, but white the slecretary] lOong ciontinued 
this form, the trea'surer in 1869 intmduoed' the spelling 
Pierce, which has sinc1e been adopted' in the official 
title of her charity.· " , 

(6) Association lifie was resume<:t in 1832, when 
London grouped with ,the Kentish' and Southern 
churches. A book Wlas then started which contains 
minutes of the London and Southern Gener:al Baptist ' 
Association till 1845.' 

(7) A seVienth volume is of more local interest, 
dealing with the very! ancient church at Canterbury, 
which in 1653 sent a'letter to' Cromwell, was visited 
by Oaton and Stubs next year, and also by Henry, 
Denne from Fenstanton. Their Eld!er, Samuel Ongly 
whO' ~ied between May! and October 1719, Mles.senger 
of the Association, bequeathed money with which the~ 
bought and fittted' up the r,e£ectory, of the Black Friars, 
diating from 1236. During the Eldership of Samuel 
Ongly and Seades J arrnan they: b:eg1an, 0111 Noiy' 11 I 1711, 
the minute-boO'k in question, which continued in use' 
ten iYlears. When 10111 3 February 1837, the then 
minister, F. B. Bartoll1, B.A., florWlarded! tOo Somerset 
House tile origiml regi~ters Qf births 1780-1836, and 
of burials 1785-1836,a transcript of them was madle 
into this volume. 

(8) Another volume alsOo belongs to this church, 
but is in suchextliemely: bad condItiOn ,that it has not 
been closely; eJGamined. 'It may: be adlded that wQrship 
having been discOontinued, the premises were sold a 
few years agO', for far less than Ongley: bequeathed; 
the quaint place. with its' ahundant memorials of 
famous Baptists, is nO' longer in Baptist custody. 
F ortunatel)J we have transcripts of many of the 
tombstones. 

(9) A. further volume is the cash-book of the 
00a,com3 at Tunbridg1e Wells, 1679-1744. It should 
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be compaJ.'1e'd with the church minutes 1671-1802, now 
in the British Museum, Add. 367°9. 

,The Rev. W~lter H. Burgess supplies the follow­
ing !description land' illustra:tivel extracts from the 
account book. 

"A small octavo vellum-coVlered pocket book, 
which cost one shilling. It has a flap and brass clasp. 
On the fly-le:af is a pencil note in the handwriting of 
W. H. Black, F.S.A. thus:-

'The Deacons Book 
of the Tunbridge Wells 
G. B. Congreg;ation 
See Church Book of' 

The book has been used from both ends. It is neatly 
1ettered on the biack:-

',Tunbri'dge Wells Deacons Book 1697-1744.' 
, The 'e:arlier entries I take to bi~ in the. handwriting 
of George BOJ1er, then William Ashdowne ~ept the 
book and after him M:atthi:a5 Copper and' David 
Chjapman alterna:t!ely; £01" ten years. These two were 
or<i)ained 'diea:clons' on 'June y:e 26 1734.' 
The book opiens thus:-

'Here follows an account of ye Deac'Ons distri­
but~on' or )l,e Contrebution monny by them 
Colected: : in [Y;e Church from Y,e first day 'Of 
ye 4th month 1697.' [June 1st 1697J 

Turning to the other end of, the book we ~ave the 
'heading:- , 

, Of )I,e colections & Cont:rabutions' of ye Church 
JglatheJ.'1ea: by iY,e DeaiOons from the 2 day of ye 
4th Month in Yle year 1697.' ' 

Ifhe lentries of collectiolIlsrun on with great regularitYI 
to 1744. Here is an example::-
1697. Colect'ed at our meetting at Bro, Bluger 

ye 22nd of 6 mono ... .,. 1 13 2 
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It is unusual to state the pJace of meeting. Most of 
the ,entries give only, date and amount noting also the 
sum given at ' Br'eaking of B~ead.' The notes of pay,­
ment :are full of inteliest. They are mainly small sums 
to the' sick iand needy, but there ar'e payments for 
horse hilie, f'Or making graves and coffins, for ~~nter-__ 
tainment of Messengiers, for postage ana on at least 
one' Brief,' iand for licensing the houses where meet­
ings were held'. e.g. 
1699 for la letter from Smarden ... 0 0 6 
Jnr 9 UjaJIl9 1699-17ooJ in :amsw.er tOo Bro. [Mattne:wQ 

Caffynscharge for charges in entertaining! 
him and to Bro Benge :.. . 0 II '0 

1701 Ap. Rb: ffI1ancks for making a grave for 
. Sister Jeffery~ . 0, 1 '0 

17'04 to Broth .. Benge for Loss of tyme in 
vissi tting .. . 0 '0 7, 

1717. Decemb. 29 pd about the Licences for 
Bror Chapmans & Bror John M'artens 
houses 0 3 6 

172'0 pd Wm Ash<lorwnes horse hier to seven 
oks 026 

1722 May; 27 - Bmr Stones CQffien .. , '0 7 0 

These JaccoUnts together with the Church Book of 
this Qongregiation, now in the British Museum, give a 
clear picture .of the life and activities of an old! General 
Baptist Church."-Walter H. Burgess. . 

(10) Mr. Burgess has also stu~died a tenth v'Olume, 
the minutes of TUIner's Hill, from 1727 for more than 
a 'century. An article on this will appear i~ the next 
Transactions of the Unitarian Historical Sodety, of' 
which iMr. Burgess is Hon. Secretaryr' 

(I I) The . 'Other series of books r:elates to the 
extensiv,e pI1emises betWleen [Paul's Alley:, and Barbican. 
Thelie Mr'as .a ,very, srtrong Baptist church headed in 
1656 by John Gosnold, reported in 1669 as preaching 
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at the M usick house in Gun Alley, in Little Moorfie1ds, 
who inl 672 took out a licence to preach in Little 

,Moorfields iat Richard Horton's house. In 1678 he 
was succeeded by, Thomas Plant, who in 1683' was 
reported :as preachIng at the Old Play, House near Red 
Cross Street. This is the first time Wle come clearly; 
on the track of the p1}emises in question, though 
Tlaylor's mther indefinite languag1e might imply, to' 
hasty readers that the Barbican block had from the 
beginning been the home :of Gosnold's church. Plant's 
death in' 1693 closed that chapter, and the books now 
in GoridiOn Squa]}e supply, first-hand material for the 
next. 

Now that liberty, seemed secur:ed, the Assembly, of 
Particular Baptists 'had put it on record that ministers 
and' students for the ministry, ought to study Hebrew, 
Greek, !and Latin. An obvious means to this end was 
a library, arid as the Barbican premises were very 
large, tliis 'Was housea! hei1e. A list of books, donors, 
borrowers, accounts, fTom 1694 to 171 5, is in the 
eleventh volume. In 1709 the use ,0fl this librarYI was 
granted to the Society; for Encoumg:ing the Ministry3 
:which met at the Norwich Coffee-house. Eight y,ears 
later, that Society, largely augmen1le'd: the library, and 
it was then maae :avaiJable.for 'all members of subscrib­
ing churches. It 'deserves attention that this Baptist 
Library _ was at work before Doctor Williams even 
made his will in 171 I, bequeathing his olW'n library 
for public uses. His' trustees begian their meetings 
in 17- 16, and only! in 1729 did they actuaUy, open in 
Red Cross Street. In 1737 the Baptist church at 
Trowhridlge flQundieid' a library for training young 
Baptist ministers, and! the library; at Barbican was 
thereupon sorte<f so that suitable- books could' be sent 
to Thomas Luaas the Trowbrid!ge tutor. After that, 
no more is heard of' this earliest' venture at a public 
theological librafYj for <lissenters. Possibly some of 
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its volumes might yet be identified at the CO:nigre 
Chapel, Trorwbridgie, or in Cordon Square, Lon'don. 

. (12) A twelfth volume (ieals writh anOother CD­

operatiVle institutiDn on the same large pr,emises, a; 
Baptistery. Baptisms had' been administered' at first 
in the river Lea near the Ol<l Ford. In 17005 a special 
building was erected in Fair Street, HOl"sleydorwn, 
tOlWlards which the church at Barbican sent a sub­
scnphon; but two years later the church voted to 
use the plaoe in Goodman's Fields. With the death 
of queen Anne,dJiss'eIlters f.elt it Oopportune to make 
many advances. Thomas and JOohn Hollis of the great 
Pinners' Hall church, who took the lead in so many; 
enterprises, made a generous offer to the Barbican" 
church, which was accepted. The immediate land­
lord sold the remain'der of his le:ase, and the church . 
resumed possessiO'n of some part of the premises which 
had been let off. A stO'ne tank was then placed in 
front of the pulpit, with a marble kerb and ornamental 
iron rail; a stairway: led up under the pulpit through 
folding doors to three large wainscott,ed vestries; a 
spring O'n the premises with w.ell and pump provided 
the water neoessary, and a very, elaborate outfit of 
~lothes and other necessaries was provided'. The 
Hollis brothers, who had found £363 out of the £500 
expended, were appointed 'trustees and managers; they; 
issued certificates to approved ministers to' use the' 
place, at a fee of two shillings per candidate. iAI 
book was provided to record everything connected 
with the Baptistery, and! readers may: n01W1 see a series 
of entries down to 1789. At first the name of every] . 
candidate was e:ntel1eid!, and Mary: Page, Qiaughter of' Sir 
Cregorry Page, heads the list as baptized on 19 OctO'ber. 
1716 by JOoseph M!aist,ers of "JO'ypers Hall," the 
Pinners' Hall a:£iuernolOlIlchurch. The last name of a 
candidate was number 171 ,reoorded 1 September 1720 ; 
after that onlYI the numbers of them and the names' 
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of the minisrers are enterea'. Inv1entory .and! accounts 
are in other parts of the book. Some extracts were 

. printed by; George Ey.r.e Ev:ans in' his Antiquarian:· 
Notes. . . . ' 

·We turn now too the church itself which met at 
Barbican.· After the :death of Plant in 1693 there 
had been a. reorg;a~ization when his church was 
str,engthened' by, absorbing the Turners' Hall church 
with its minister Richard Allen. On 18 March 1705-6 
he joined the Particular Baptist Association with the 
consent of the chuI'Ich, which hitherto had carefullYI 
kept the balance between' Calvinists and! Arminians.; 
this balance was r·ed'ressed by calling John. Gale to 
be his helper on 21 April. In 1712 Isaa.c Lamb'sl 
Particular Baptist church quitted Virginia Street ; 
(which Wlas re-let t'O a General Baptist church), and 
amalgamated with the Barbican' church. In 1717 
J oseph Burmughs, son of one of the deacons from 
Virginia Street, was ordained oo~pastor w~ith Gale, 
Al1en having 'died in February. 'A new church roU 
was then draW!n up. Two y:ear.s later came the great 
debates at Salters' Hall, when both Gale and 
Burroughs voted' not to .sign any: declaration as to 
the Trinity. Therefore when the church offered'that 
y;ear to join the Particular Baptist Fund, founded, 
1 7I 7, it was refused. This led to trouble also with a 
lessee who wished to lea~e and join a P.B. church 
but would not hand' 'Over the lease of the premises. 
Gale died in 1724, an!d tw'O years later Burroughs 
baptiz·ed and associated with himself James Foster 
from 1.'rowbri~'ge, in whose time the church reached 
the zenith of its reputation. With )726 he drafted the 
plan of ran E'ducation Fund', open to all; in practice it 
has become known as the General Baptist Fund, and 
still does good work. Isaac Kimber was soon asso­
ciated as a third minister. This chapter of history 

. closed with the 'death of Burroughs in 1737, the filling 
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. of the sec'Ond minute-book by' 16 September 1739, 
and the prospect of, the lease lexpiring in Februaryj 
1740 -1. 

(13) A new list of memb:ers Wlas therefore pre­
pared, and this is the thirteenth volume now before 
us: it was kept up to' diat'e for some y;ears. 

(14) Alongside it should be studied'the f'purte,enth, 
which is the minute-book. It shows hoW' Foster went 
in 1748 tOo the great Pinners' Hall church where the 
Hollis f:amily worshipped, and how Burroughs took 
no associate, but l'et one service drop. Only, in 1757 
did 'Francis Webb come to help, and' Burroughs died' 
in 1761. W'ebb resigned in 1766 and went to' POoole, 
being succeeded by, Daniel Noble the Seventh-Day; 
pastor at Mill Yard'. With 1768 the onae great church 
disbandea, and the minute-book en'ds with the record' 
of 5 June in thatYJear. 

(15) But Daniel Noble had on 8 May! accepted 
the pastorate of the Glass-house church, and .this 
church took over the -remainder of the Barbican lease 
with the members of the late church. This was not' 
an unusual way; of preserving end!owments, as can 
be ,exemplified in many easles. The Glass-house 
church had a remnant of a lease of the premises in 
Glass-house yp-ra, which was an asset carefully 
guarded. It' needed a new minute-book in 1772, and 
this is the fifteenth volume now accessible. As the 
current lease of Barbican was running out, Glass-house 
unite(l with thr.t;!'e other churches t'O build a new place. 

, on WlOrship Street, which Wlas put in trust during 1784. 
The 'OlWners of Barbican evidently, allo~ed it to be 
still usea for baptismsAill 1789, arid! ,then all Baptist 
associations with it ,enldied. -

1660t May 2 • 
.. The rabble in London demolished the Anabaptists' church."-Diary 

of John To'Wnsend, Worcester. 
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Septl' y:e 1 ah 1750 Mr Brine presented ye Case ofl 
people· at Leicester for y'e building a meeting house\ 
Agreed the said case be consider'id Next the above! 
mentioned6s 

Octo ye 2 d 1750 Doctr Gill presented ye case of 
the church at Bromsgrove for Yie building of a meeting! . 
house . Aig:reea Y,e said' case be considered next the 
above mentioned 

N ov 26. 1750 Mr Brine present'e'd the case of the 
Church at Warwick for the ;en1arging; a iMfeeting H,ouse 
buirding a Baptistry; &c Agrieed the said case be 
considierea next to the abov,e mentiond 

[Stennett's hand]. 
Jan. 1751 Mr Wm LaWlience & Mr Richard Strange 
pliesented the case of the church at Stratton, Wilts 
for. building a meeting house. Agreed that the said' 
case be recommended next to the above mention'd.G!! 

Apri130 . 1751 
A motion being! made and seconded the Mr Saml 

St,ennet be chosen Secretary, to this Boaidin the room 
of the late Mr Wilson deceas'ed the Question was put 
and it was unanimouslYI agreed he be chosen into the 
said office and he WlaS chosen accordingly.66 

72 
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April 23. 1751 . 
Mr LaW1!ence report'e'd' that Mr Abraham Blunt 'was 
caU'd into the ministl)'i bY; the Church at Limehouse, ' 
la.te under the care of Mr. Spur6er arid accordingly, 
propos'd him to be a member of this Board~ whioh: 
was unanimously: agreed to. 

'MaY:2I st 1751. M,r Triv,ett pr:esented the case of the 
c'hurch at Worsted' for the enlarging of their meeting 
house A'gree'd the said case be recommen'ded next 
to the above mentioned66 [Margin WitHdrawn] 

F,eb. 25. 1752. Mr Stennett Senr presented the case 
of the Church at Guilford for building a meeting house 
Agreed the said case be recommend'e:cI' next to that: 
of Warwick. 

April 14 1752. 'Agreed that the ,WleeklYi evening; 
meetings of pray:er be drop'd for the Summer season, 
and be reviv'd aglain the last Friday in Septembell"' 
next 

M- . 
:Augt 18. 1752. Dr Gill presented the case of the 

church a.t Hill Cliff for the buiIding a meeting house 
at . Warring'ton. Agreed .. the said case be recom­
mended next to that of! Guilford.67 

Jan. 2d. 1753. Mr Davis.acquainted' the Board 
that the Church under the care of Dr Gill h:avingi 
several Times tried the Gifts of Mr J ames Fall for 
the Work of the Ministry, and given him a Call to 
that Work, were desirous that he might be admitted 
a Member ofi this Board. This Recommendation not 
coming immediately, thro' the HarMs of Dr Gill, he 
wa.s 'desir'd to signify; whether he 'had any Objection 
to it; which he answer'd in the negative: and'there­
fore, tho' such' a IReoommendation is always desirable, 
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and our usual !Method' 'of Admission, we agreed to 
receive him, 'determining at the same Time it shall 
be no precedent.6s 

Jan. 22. 1754. Mr. Moneypenny and' Mr. Edw.ard's 
reported that Mr. Abraham Cl:arke had been called! 
into the ministryj byj the church lately under the care 
of Mr. Wilson, and accordingly propos'd him to. be 
recd a member of this Board, which was unanimously! 
agreed to. ' 

,March 12. 1754. Capn Best and two other perso.ns 
came with a Request, :as they, said, from a part of! 
the church lately; under the care of the Revd Mr Sam1 

:Wilson, to. this Boar'd~ to. assist ,at the o.rdina.tion of 
Mr James Fall. It w;as unanimously agreed that :we 
cou'!d by: no means co.mply, with their request, o.r be 
concern'd at the said ordinatio.n.69 

The following: ministers were present 
Dr Gill Mr Thompson Mr Cartwright 
Dr Stennett Mr J oseph Stennett Mr Sam: Stennett 
Mr Dewe Mr Clark ' 
,Mr Stevens Mt Tolley;' 

;Mar. 12. 1754. Mr Cartwright presented the case 
of the church at Netherton, in the ;county o.f Worcester, 
under his care, for building a meeting house. Agreed! 
that the said aase be r,ecommenaed next to tha.t o.f 
Warrington.7o 

March 19. 1754. ' Mr Jonathan Bro.wn presented 
the case of the church at Hull, under his care, foI' 
building a meeting-house. Agr:eed that the said' case . 
be reco.mmended next to. tha,t o.f N etherton. 71 

,May 7. 1754. Mr D:avid Ferney presented the' 
case o.f the church meeting! at Miarto.n in Yorkshire & 
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at the Juniper DYle Hous·e in Northumberland und'er 
his care, for building! two meeting"houses, one at each 
o£!· these placies. Ajg!reled.' that the' said' case be! 
recommen'ded next to that of Hull.72 

June 25th 1754. Present. Dr Gill in the chair 
Mr Dewe Dr Stennett Mr Townsen'd Mr Brine M,r 
Stevens Mr Wallin Mr Thompson Mr Llewellin Mr 
J ames Mr RY,land Mr Stennett 
Dr Gill having inform'd the Board that .Mr J ames. 
Fall had rent himself from the Church under his care, 
and that he is 'disC'h:arg'd' from their communion; it 
was agreed that heshou'd' no longer be consid:er'd a 
member .of this Sodety. _ 
Dr Gill presente'd' the case of the church meeting at 
White Haven on Cumberland under the C'al'e of Mr 
Christopher Hall f.or buil'ding a meeting house at that 
place. kgreed that the sai:d case be recd,and recom­
men'ded next to that of Mr Ferney's. 

June 30th 1754. Messrs Edwards and Fisher 
reported that the Church late undier the care of the( 
Revd Mr Sam1 Wilson hath called Mr Mos,es Davis 
ilnto the Ministry: and' accordmgly. propos'd' him to 
be a member of this B.oard, which was unanimously 
agreed to. 

Augt 27th 1754. Mr Chesterton p1'1esented the case 
of the church meeting at Colnbrook for building ~ 
house for public w.orship there. Agreed' that the said 
case be receiv'd, and'1'1ecommendeid next to that .of 
White-haven in Cumberlan'd. . . 

. .oct. 22. 1754. Dr Stennett presented the case 
of the church meeting: at Trowbridge under the care 
IOf Mr Wiggin'dion for building a place for public 
Wlorship. Algree'd that the said case be recd, and 
redommen'de!d' next t.o that of Colnbrook. 7S 
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Mr Brine p:ropos'd' the case of the church meeting 
at Rye in Sussex under the 'care of! M r Rodge;rs 
for building a housle for public: worship. Agreed that 
this case also be recd and that it be recommendedl 
next to that of' Trowbridge \ 

Augt. 22th.' 1755. M'essrs Manypenny" Morse, 
Lawrence and 'Fisher 'dielivler'ld1 a Message to. the B.oard 
from thle ChUrch late. undier the care of Mr Saml 

Wilson desiring the Ministers to assist at the ordinatioiIl 
of Mr Saml Burford at the meeting at G.oodmant's 
fi'elds Sept. 4th. next. 

,March 30. 1756. Mr Nottage presented the case 
of the church now meeting at Harl.ow Common under 
his care for building: a house fOor public worship in 
Potter's Str·eet. Agreed that the said case be receiv'd, 
and recommended next to that of Rye. 
Agreed that a weekly; meeting of pr:ayer, on occasion! 
of the present situation of public affairs, be observ"d' 
on every Frid~y: ev,ening, beginning at six .o'clock &' 
ending at seven ' 

Jan. 18. 1757. Dr Gill presented the case of the 
c;:hurch at Yarmouth Norfolk for building a meeting" 
housle. Agreed that it be r'ecd and' recommended 
next to that of! Harlow Common.74, 

Augt• <fh. 1757. Present Dr Stennett Mr Brine 
Mr Dewe Mr TOW!ns.endM'r Wallin Mr Anderson: 
Mr Thompson Mr Stennett 
Messrs Wood', M ann, Lawson, & Gregory, Messengers 
from the church at Limehouse vepOorted that there had 
been a difference for some time subsisting between; 
'them and Mr Blunt their late Pastor occasion'd by! 
sundry reports spread to the p1"ejudic~ .of his moral 
character, and that it was their unanimous request to 
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th1e ministers to adVise them what steps they: shQu,'dj 
tak:e in this affair. Mr Blunt also appear'id and (fec1ar',d; 
his concurflence with: them, in this vequest. . 

Upon hearing; the matters in dispute, it was 
agreed to give them the following a<l'vice vizt. That 
a regular Church~meetin'g be held~ at which Mr Blunt 
be present; that time shou'd be spent in prayer, and 
that he, being under censure, shou'jd be call'd upon 
to give satisfaction for his conduct; and' that, minutes 
being. taken :at the close of' that meeting, a report be 
ma'd:e of the same to this Board, to lel1ia hIe them to, 
compl'ete their advice 

[IntJerpolate'd'l 
F!eb. 11'58. About this time Mr Jas. Larwill wras 

wasaHrnitte'df la member; but his adInission was not 
then enter''d, the Sec~etaI"YJ being absent.75 

Ma.;Yi 2. 1758. M! F1etcher pres:ente'd the case 
of the church at N otting;ham for purchasing a meeting:­
house. Agree(J.1 to recommend the said case in its 
course to :y;e charitable reglar'd of frien'd's. 

MaYi23. 1758. Miessrs Palmer an1d' PewtresSl 
dieliver'd a messagle to the Board from the church 
late un'der the care of Dr Stennett, Idesiring the min;­
isters to assist at Yle ordiIliation of Mr Saml StennettJ, 
at Little Wild st.reet June 1st next. 

,May: 30th. 1758. Mjr Wallin reported that 'the church 
under his care had called Mr J ames Newton into the 
ministry, and accordingly: propos'd him." to he a: 
member of this Board, weh was unanimously; agreed to 

jan 30th. 1759. Mr Thompsa:D. Junr propos'd Mr 
Calieb Evans to be a'chnitted a member of this board, 
which :was unanimously; agreed to.76 , 
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Mr Andersoln likewise propo.s 'Cl Mr J ames Lar~ 
well to be admitted! a member, which was accordingly: 
una:nimQuslyj agr:eed to.. 

, At th!esame time it was unanimously; agreed, that 
Mr Charl,es Miles, inconsid1eration of 'his immoral 
behavior, shou'd! no longer be continueCl' a memb!er 
of this Boar'd', anld his name was accordingly; stru,ckJ 
off. 

Fieb.6th• 1760. It was unanimously agreed that 
no Inorie cases 'relatingl to. the buil'ding or repairing!· 
of meeting houses be reoeiv'd and recQmmended by! 
this Board'.77 

March 3. 1761. Certain things having been 
reported by, Mr Butler, to the prejudice of Mr Stev:en,s's 
moral character, it was agreed that Mr Wal1in and Mlr 
A:nderson be desir'd to converse with the said Mlr 
Butler Qn those things, an'd report theirconversaL 

tion at our niext meeting. 
Pr,esent Dr Gill Mr Flowers M'r EdwardsM'r 

Brinle Thompson Walker Wallin Larwell Stennett 
Dewe Rist A'n'derson ' 

:March 10. 1761. Mr Wallin and My Andersorr 
r,eported the iConV!ersation thley, h;ald hiaJCI.: with :Mr Butler.­
Upon. which it wasagfieed, that Mr W:allin ,and'Mr 
Stennett be desir'd to. acquaint Mr Stevens, that it 
is thie desifie of this Board: ,'that he latterrd' here TuesdJaiYt 
niext, at four in the, afternoon, toans:wer to the 
charg.es lai'cl agt him ( 

Prles!ent Dr Gill Mr Wallin Mr Larwell Mr Brine 
ThQmpison Stennett ,DeWle Burfor'd ' 

iMardr 24. 1761. Pr1esent Dr Gill in the chair 
MrWallin M:r BurfQr'dM'r Brine Mr Anderson Mr 
Larwell 'Mr OeW1e Mr ThompsonMrStennett 
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Having1 comllers"d' with Mr Stevens, and several 
other Gentlemen, concerning oertain criminal charges 
exhibite'd agt him; itappe:ar''d on the whole tj:lat he 
was a'ddicted to imp;ure idisoourse an(l! filthy actions 
with 'divers persons. It was therefore unanimouslY; 
agme'd, that he be nQ longer consider'd' a member 
of this society,.78 

March 31. 1761. Mr St'ennett repQrted' that the 
church un'dier his care ha'd call'd Mr William Clarke 
into the ministry, and' accor:dingly propos'd him to be 
admitted a member of this Board, which was tmani~ 
mously agreed to. 

June 23. 1761. A letter wasrea'd from a neW! 
gather'd people at Woolwic'h in Kent, giving an acct 

of their church state, an'd their having chose Mr Robt 
McGregorYj to be their Pastor, with an ,earnest intreatjy 
to be consi'der'd' with their Pastor in union with the 
ministers and" churches :0£1 the particular Baptist per­
swasiQn. A'gr,eed that Brother Wiallin & Bro!' Larwill 
inquir,e-into Y,e character of the said Mr McGr'egory in 
oider to consider of' the matter. 79 ' 

Augt. 25th. 1761. ~groee'd that: Mr M:cGregorYl 
be .admitte'd a member of! this society. 

Mar .23. 1762. Agreed' that Mr Crayner be 
adm,itted a member of this society.BO 

, Aug,t. 17. 1762. ~gr:eed that nOo person shall be 
introduc'd into the meetirigs of this society;, who is 
known to be disagreeab1e toO any -one member of it. 

,F,eb. 12th 1765 Present Mr Wallin Mr Larwell 
Mr Macgroegory; A'nderson Burford' S. Stennett Thom~ 
son Clar~e 
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Agl'lee'd that each memher of this societY! 
contribute two shillings and sixpence, every quarter, 
toW'a;rfd's the expenoes of it: arid that one guinea bie! 
palcl' the landlorcl'everYiquarter for the use of the' 
room, commencing from Christmas last.81 

Feb. 19th 1765. Pr'esent Mr Wallin Mr Larwell 
S. Stennett Thompson Crayner r 

.Ng:r!eetl that Mr Miesser be admitt.ed,' la member IOf 
this society) 

[March 12, 19; Apri( 16,; accounts omitte!dJ 

April 16. 1765. S. St'ennett report,ed that the 
chu.rch under his care had called Mr Josiah LelWis' 
into the ministry~ and accordingly; mov'dthat he migiht 
be admitted' a member of this board, which WIaS unani­
mously agr,eed to. 

July I. 1766. S. Stennett acquainted the Board 
that the church under his care h:ad called Mr Josep,li 
J!enkins into the ministry, and: propos'd that he might 
he admitte'd a member, which w:as unanimously 
agreed to. 

Oct. 14. 1766.' Mr Larwell reported'that Mr John: 
Reynolds was settle'd with the church at . Cripplegate 
late under the caI1e of Mr Brine, '& mov'cl' that he 
might he a:dmitte'd a member of this bbard, which was 
unanimouslYj agreed to. 

Oct. 21. 1766.Mr Annerson mov'd that he might 
be heard' at some cO!Il'VIenient time on a complaint he 
had to bring ag\t a member of this society:. .Agreed' 

, that he be at libertYj to maJre his' ;complaint this d:a,y 
three weeKS. . 
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N~v. 25.I766.Mr A'nderson having brought a 
complaint ag.t Mr M·esser viz. That Mr Messer had 
at a churGh' meetingl at GI1afton Street said that he 
Mr A'nderson owed him M:r Mlesset twenty, pounds;~ 
Mr M:esser replied, .mld the Board oame to the follow­
ing resolution. 

It u:nanimously; appears to the Gentlemen that 
the evidiellce gi\nen upon this question 'dOes not amount 
to a proof that there was an actual persoool agreemt 

between Mr Anderson '& M:r Messer that Mr Anderson 
wou"d p~y; Mr 'Messer 'One half of his stipend fm 
Odt. 1763 -to Oct. 1764; hut tha.t it was his Mr Ander­
son's [intention? or duty ?J to do s.o provided Mr MlesSler 
was appointed' his assistant bYl the church; and that 
therefore they; ha.'VIe ,neither of· them·' tolid a wilful 
untruth in referenoe to this matter. 

Jany. 2.7th. 1767. . Messengers having atten'ded: 
this aaY,sev'nnigiht fm the people at Grafton Street tQ 
request the assistance of the Ministers :at the ordina:. 
tion 'Of Mr Messer, their messagle w:a.s this day; rep,orte'dl, 
ana it was unanimously! agree'd'-That the considera­
,tion of the affairs 'Of the peopLe at Gl'afton Street !be 
defer'd to this ~y; five Wleeks. 

It was likewise unanim'Ously, agreed that a 
committee be appointed to makJe inquiry; into their! 
difference, & that they; be 'desir'd tQ make their report 
this day; month. 

It was likewise ag.reed that .Mr W:a11in, :Mr 
ReynQI<ls & Dr Stennett no ma~e this committee. 

FebY. 3. 1767. Messengers from the people at 
GraftQn Street aUenicLe1d, and were acquainted that the 
B'Oard [re placing Gentlemen] w:d be ready; to give them 
an answer March 3d . next. 

,Jamaica Coffee House Mar. 3. 1767. The 
Brethren having taken into consi(i:eration the report of 

6 
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the c'Ommittee for ,enquiring int'O the affair relating 
t'O Mr Ariderson and the people at Grafton Street~ & 
the mess'engers waiting f()r an answer to their request 
'Of assisting them in the ordination 'Of Mr Messer 

It was unanim'Ously, ag:r:ee<I! to give them the 
following answer, namely, 

That the Brethren cannot in their present view 
'Of the affair complYi with their request, ,and it :was 
further ag:r:eed to a'dvise them to pr'Ocure a reconcilia­
tion at least so far as that b'Oth parties reunite 'Or agree 
t'O seperate. 

Resolv'd tha~ the following cases be recom­
mended in their order82 

Mr Bla,ckshaw's meeting at Bewdley, Worcestershire 
Mr Bligh's meeting at Sev,enoak's,l(,ent 

" Kingstanley; Glocestershire" " 
Mr B'rig:g's meeting at Sutton Ashfiel'd Nottingham 
Mr Hoppin's meeting! at Nottingham 

Oakham, RutLandshire 
Mr Sparkhall, Ingham, Norfolk 
Mr Lee, Irthing:borougb', N orthampt'Onshire 

[added subsequently] 
Mr Hann, UpotterYi Dev'Onshire 
Mr Clayt'On Cloughfold L~ncashire 
Church "at Spalding! Lincolnshire 
Ryland Colledge Lane N'Orthampton [1774J 
Jenkins a W rexham 
Frands Horsely: 
Gilla,rd, :Veoville [transposed from below nextJ 
G'Ould Harlow [Jan. 1775; the other three later] 

March 26. 177 I' At the B'Oard Present B. Wallin 
in the chair J. Re:Ynio~s: J Craner W.Clark:e 

" It was move Id! ,a:n!d agreed: thJa,t :Mr John MacGowan 
Mr Abram Booth & M,r Robt "Baskerville be received 
members 'Of this Bo~ and: they, were admittea 
accordingly

j
8S 
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Jany 5. 1773' Present B. Wallin in the Chair 
J. Re-wo1<l's W. Clarke A!. Booth R. Baskerville Dr 
Stennett It was moved and agreed that Mr Jonathan 
Chan<Uer be admitteid.! a member of this Board and he 
was a!d.mitted accordingly84. . 

Feb. 8th 1774 It was moved and agreed' that Mr 
. Saml Gill be admitted a member of this Board, and 
he was a<:hnitted accordingly. Present Mr Wallin in 
the chair Baskerville Booth Reynolds CJ;arke Stennett 

.March 16th 1774 It was moved·and agreed that 
Mr John Rippon be admitted a member of this Board, 
a;n!d. he was admitted accordingly. Present Mr Wallin 
in the cha.ir Rey,nolids Booth Chandler Stennett 

At a meeting at the Jamaica Coffee House 
Sept 20th 1774. Present Mr Benj: Wallin in the chair 
Wm Cla,rke Abrm Booth. Saml Gill John Reynolds It 
was moved and lagreed thJat Mr William Button be 
reeei\ne'd a, member of this Board, !ana he was admitteid: 
acoordinglY. It was likewise moved and agreed that 
Mr John Martin be reed a .member of this Board, arid 
he was admitted accordingly;. . . 

At a meeting at the, Jam. Coffee house Nov. 8. 
1774. Pl"esent Mr Henj: WaJIin Abrm Booth John: 
R'eynolds J'Ohn McGow~n Saml Gill ·Mr Booth 
presented the ca,se of a meeting house built by some 
Christia,n Brethren of the church under the· care of 
Mjr B:ri7td}ey 'Of Chath:am. The conside:mtion 'Of it 
p'Ostpon'd till further intelligence is obtained85 : 

Agreed that the ca_se of the church in 'College 
La{11:e N'Orthampton under the .c:are ofMr Rylan'd senr 
be . reoommended in oourse .. 

Dec~ 27th. In 4. Agreed, upon the report of. ;Mr 
Booth, that the case of the pe'Ople at She'emess be 
rejected. 
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Certa,in persons who pro£ess themselves Baptists 
& who ha,ve lately; 'detach'd themselves from the 
ClOTIgr.egation in Jewin, Str,eet, having :appJie'd to the 
Board for their a'dvice :anldiassistance; their case was 
taken into c;onsideration, :and'it w:as agreed to preach 
to them for two months at their meeting at Mr 
Reynolds's on the Sunday evening. Present Mr Wallin 
in the chair [Mr. Thompson erased] Mr Clarke Mlr 
Reynolns 'Mr MacGowan Mr Martin Mr Booth 
Stennett. 86 -. 

Jany 31. 1775. PJ.1esent Mr Wall in in the chair 
Clarke Booth Reynolids :M;acGowan Rippon Martinl 
St,ennett. :M,r Goula's case of H,arlow, for the disi" 
charglin'g a ldiebt on their meeting was recd., and agreed! 
to be r,eoommenide<l in its turn. 

:Agreed that :M;r Jenkins's and Mr Francis's, cases 
on account of their meeting housies, take place ofMr 
Goul<l's, if they, apply in 'due form. , 

The case of Yeoville recd., and to take place of 
·Mr Goul<l's. 

:Agreed that no further case be recd. on the list 
for this y;ear. 

Jany. 30th 1776 It was agreed to recommend the 
following cases in their turn. :Mr Greenwood's of 
Rochdale Mr Jas Hartley; of Haworth Folkstone Mr 
Blain'e's of Tring [This entry; was :also made on,an 
earlier page before the minutes of 1771, where it was 
followed by;:-] Resolv'd that if-any persons apply for 
contributions in Lo!n'dlon out of the order in whiclt 
their cases have been agreed to be considier'd' by this 
Board, their cases be not l'1ecommended by, this Board'. 

FebY I I. 1777. 'Mr Saml Rowles was admitted a 
member of this SocietYi.87 Agreed that Mr Tompson; 
and Mr Rowles be of the committee to the Genl BodY) 
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for the year 1777. Agreed to' recommend the following: 
cases in their turn. Mr HagiUe's of Sc:arborough'. Mr 
Gillard's 'Of Cullumpton. 

Augt • 5th. 1777· :Agreed thatMr Booker-'s case 
'OfWivelsfield Sussex be recommended in its turn. 
Agl'eed that the case 'Of the church at Tenterden be 
further enquir'd intQ, and if it be .found to be a goOdl 
one, that it take its turn after that of iMr Booker88 

Jamaica Coffee House Apr: 2. 1782. M~essrs 
Blooth, Rippon and R:Owles were chosen to be on the 
Committee of the General Body. 

, 'Mar. 25. 1783., Messrs Reynolds, Martin, land! 
Button, were chose~l to be on the Committee of the; 
General Body for the curr,ent year. 

Apr. 6. 1784. Dr St:ennett, Messrs Clarke, and! 
Thomas, were chosen tQ be on the CQmmittee of the! 
General Body. -

!May,. 1 I. 1784. Present, Messrs R,eynolds, Martin~: 
and Booth. Agreed that Miessrs Thos Po-we 1, anal 
Mr James Dore be received into this Society, and that 
it be reported t'O the Committee of the General Body;.90 

FebY. 22. 1785. Mr J'Oseph Stennett was receiveid 
asa member of this society,91 

Apr. 5. 1785. M'essrs Booth, Rippion, and Mabbatt" 
were ch'Osen to be on the Committee of the General 
Body. -

Mar. 28. 1786. Messrs Reynold's, Button, and! 
Dore, were chosen to be on the Commiuee of the 
General Body. 
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'Apr. 4. 1786. 'Messrs Hopkins, and Arnord were 
received as Miembers of this sodety.92 

Coles Coffee housle. Apr. I I. 1786. Mess Booth, 
,Ripipon, and Mabb 0 tt, reported to. the Committee of 
the General Body~ that M;r Wm Clarkie,'late of Unicorn 
Yatd was removed into the country; 'M1essrs HopKins, 
and Arno.ld were received into our denomination; and! 
that Messrs ReYPo.ld's, Button and Dore, were chosen 
to he on the Committee for the ensuing year.93 

Jamaiaa Co.ffee house. Apr. 1787. Messrs Booth, 
IMlartih, and) SteI1'Ilett~ welie chosen to be on the 
Committee of the General BodY) for the present year 

July,. 3. 1787. Mr Reynolds reported~ tha.t he had 
received' a letter fromMr Wm Augustus Clarke, in! 
which he requested to! be struck off our 'denomination 
as belonging to the General Body. Upon which it 
was unanimously; agreed, thiat he should be no longer 
considered as a member of this society, and th:a~ 
N~ R\e.y:nolds be Idesil'led tojnform him of it. 

~Mar. 18. 1788. Mr D.an~el Williams was receiv.ed 
as .a member of' this society;.94. , :Miessrs Button' Dore 
arid Arnold Wler'e chosen to be on the committee lOt 
the General ;BodYi for thie current year. 

Jamaiaa Coffee h()11se. Apr. I. 1788. lMjI" Job!n! 
PennYi was receiv.ed' as a member of this Society 

Apr. 8. !1788. At ClJ meeting of the Committee of 
the General Body, reported, that Mr Hopkins is dead, 
-that oM,r W. Augustus Clark:e is no longer on our 
Denomination-that Messrs Daniel Williams' and John 
Penny are reaehned' on our Denomination-and that 
rMessrs Button, Dore~ and AI-noI'd, B'uIKeley:anid Taylor 
are 'chosen to be on thie Committee of' the Gener~ 
BOrlYi for the current year.95 
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IMar. 31. 1789. Messrs· Martin,Mlabbott, arid 
Powell, were 'chosen to be on -the committee of the! 
General Body; for the current :year. 

Ded. 22 1 789. !M~ William Smith of Eagle Street 
was reoeived in .our Denomination.96 , 

FebY 23. 1790. Mr Thos Thomas of Mill Yard, was 
reoeived 'On our Denomination97 

,Mar. 29. 1791. M1essrs Reyn.olds, Timothy; 
T~'Om!ls, and SmHh! were chosen to J)le on the 
Cio,mmittee 'Of the General Body, f'Or the p~esent year. 
No alt~ration to be repiorted at the next meeting-

Jamaica C'Offee house Mar. 13. 1792. , Miessrs Thos 
Thomas, Butt'On, and! Jos. St:ennett, were chosen to be· 
'On the committee ofl tbe General BodYI for the ensui,njg 
)'lear. 

Jany. 22. 1793.' ·Mr Joseph Swaine, pastor of the 
newly f'Ormed church at Walworth, Wias reoeived on 
our den'Omination; . 

Mar. 26. 1793.· Messrs Booth~ Williams, and: 
P'enny were chosen to be OiU the committee of' the 
General Body, for the current year. 9B . 

Apr. 9. 1793. :Agreed to receive Mr Thomas 
S0werby on our denomination. Present Messrs Booth 
Martin, Button, Williams, Smith, Timothy; Thomas, 
Thol' Thomas, Stennett, Powell & P,ennY,99 

A!greed that no minister, Iiesident in Lonidon, be 
permitte'd . to associate with us, ;for more than three 
months, if 'not et member of this society. 

May,. 14. 1793 Agreed unanimously, that Mr' 
Thos Oliver's companYj at the C'Offee house is' not 
'desirable, :& that Mr B'Ooth be requested to infoil"IIl 
him 'Of it. 
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. Jamaica Coffee HDuse Dec. 17 1793 Mr BDOth 
rea:~ the fIoUowing leuer sent tD himbYiMr Martin. , 

Dear Sir, I think' it right to inform you that I 
went last wee~ tOI HammeI1smith merely to enquire into 
the present state oill the friends of Durden.ominatiQn 
in that villag;e. I 'dined !at MrMttnlday's, after dinner, 
he and other friends informed me, that since Mr OliveI' 
had preache~d at Hammersmith, th~ hearers had very, 
irrcrease'd; that Behevers had been revived, and others 
alarmed, land convinoed: that s'Ome haid been baptized, 
and that thirteen persons 'Of good character, had 
soLemnly! giv,en thems,elves up tD the Lord', and to 
each other, t'O w.alk:! together ias a church 'Of Christ. I 
was further informed, that they; wished tD have Mr 
Oliver settled amongst them. But twD difficulties 
must first be surmount,ea: .. One in reference t'Othe 
!Mleeting-hOouse; 'Of which I can say; nDthing n'Ofw~ 
thle other .relates to' the mOoral character 'Of M:r o liver. 
Thley, ha'd heard he Wias fOorbid tD meet with you at the 
GDfflee hDuse, and' wish tD Know; whether it was on: 
'such a gro·und' as ought to. pr!event their being C'Oflr 
nlect,ed with him as their Pastor. I supp.ose, with yDur 
J>lermissiDn, theYj will endea:vour to obt~in satisfaction:. 
If you wish ItOo Slee me befDre they wait .on you, and the 
BIiethren at the Coflee hDUS-ej, I s'hall think' it my; duty 
to give Y:DU a:n'd' them the best infDrmatiDn on this 
subjleot I ~am able to' impl'lrt. I lam, '&c, JDhnM~ut1n 

Dec. 10. 1793 
i· Agrieed, that MiI' BODth be r,equested to answer 

IM!r Martin's letter, and to sen'd him a C:DPY, .of the 
not,e senttD Mlr· Oliv,er on thJe t'esDlution: of the Brethre:n 
'On May. 14. 

The following! answer was ;a;ccordinglYI f'Orwarded 
to ·M,r Martin. 

Dear Sir, On ThursdaYi last 'M! Oliver put ~ur, 
leuer into mYi hand!. Having perus1ed it, I told him: \ 
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that I could' not Iieturn am lanswer, till after thJeI 
Br<ethren at the J amaiC'a Coffee house had been 
consult,e'd on the subject. On th1e ev,ening, of y:esterday, 
y,our l,etter was laid before them, iau1d aft,er deliberating 
upon its contents, theY] a:gnied in requesting me, to 
Siend Y:OU a: cOPIYi of the note which by their direction 
I wrote to ;Mr o liver, relative to his associating with 
them at the J amaic:a Coffee house. That note, thety 
we're of opinion, if laid befor.e the Christian friends at 
Hammersmith, would' 'entirely, supersede the necessit,yj 
of those friends apply~ngt to them at the Coffee, house" 
vespectiIlg1 Mr Oliver: because they concluded, That 
as a Society they have nothing more to say on that 
subject. I Iiemain, &C'. AI Booth. Dec. 18. 1793 

(Copry) 
Slir, I· here return thie Testimonials given you 

by: the Church un<I:er the car:e ofMr Garn~ss. Am 
gl~d to 'finid y;ou acknowliedge your !disoiderly conduct 
toward that church in Leaving it as you did; and that 
the members of 'it bear :such a testimony in your 
favour. I laid your papiers, on Tuesday last before 

"the Brethren at the Coffee 'house; and after some 
conviersation respecting! those papers, the ministers 
pil1esent unanimouslY] a:g'reed in requesting me to 
inform y,ou, Thai your company at the Coffee house 
is not desirable to them. I most sinoerely pray for 
ypur happiness, & remaim~ Sir, ,Your cordial wellwishe!r 

'A. Booth: 
To Mr. OliVier Ma,Yi. 18. 1793 

Jamaica Coffiee Hous'e Jany 17. 1794 Present,. 
Mlessrs Booth, Timothy: Thomas, Dore, Thos Thosma§, 
Smith, J oSieph Stennett, POWlell" Sowerby, Swaine, and 
Button. A:glieed' thatMir Button be the Secretary: o£ 
this Society;. The followingr members of this societY! 
paid Ss ieach for the use of the Room for the year 1793 
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Dr Stennett Mr TimY Thomas Mr Smith Mr Booth: 
Mr Dor,e Mr SowerbYJ Mr M.artin Mr Thos Thomas· 
Mr Swa,ine Dr Rippon Mr Burnside Mr Macg:regor 

. Mr Button M'r P,ennYJ IMr Arnolcl' M:r Stennett Mr 
Powell 

Jamaica Coff'ee house.M'ar. II. 1794. Dr. 
Ripport, Mr Dore and' Mr Burnside were chosen to 
be on the committee ;of the general BodYI for the 
ensuing year, and' [sic]· . 

ApriL I. The committee of the General Body, was 
desired to r1eport thatMr Daniel Williams· was 
remoVJ:~d into the countryl00 . 

Augt• 19. 1794. :A.gfleed to receive Mx Ovington 
on our denomination. Present :Miessrs Booth, ,TimY 
Thomas, Thos Thomas, Dore, land Smith . 

Jany. 27.· 1795. Pfiesent 'M!essrsBooth, Thos 
Thomas, Smith, Sowerby;, Penny;, Pond Button. 'M:r 
Booth paid the annUial Rent for the room which is 
four guineas. 

,Mar. 31. 1795 Messrs TimothYJ Thomas, Smith 
& Powell were chos1en to be on the committee of the 
General Body; for the ,ensuing YJeaF. The following! 
Bflethren paid 5s each towaids d:efray,ingJ the Rent, 

. of the Room which is 4.4.0 Dr Stennett Mr Booth 
Dr Rippon M'r Thompson Mt Button Mr Macgregor 
Mr PiQWiell M'r PennY] Mr S~'aine .Mr Timy Thomas 
Mr Thos Thoma;s Mr SOWierbyMr Smith Mr Dore 
:Mr Burnside Mr Stennett Mr Martin. 

Step. 29. 1795 The Death iQf Dr Stennett was 
reported to hav'e ta~en place on the 24th Augt • Mr 
Thos H utchings was p:ropos,ed & unanim(:>usly, received 
Dn our denomination'. . 
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Dec. 8. 1795. Present. Mr Booth, M'r TimothY, 
Thomas, Mr Dor,e, Mr Thos T,homas, Mr Smith, Mr 
Stennett, ;Mr Hutchings:, Mr Button. :M:r William 
Niewmanof BoW' was proposed, :and unanimouslY) 
~eceived on our <1enomination. ' 0 

J anY. 19. 1796. Pflesent Mr Booth, Mr TimothYi 
Th'Omas, Mr Thos Thomas, Mr Dore,M'r Smith, Mr 
SOWierby. ,This evenin~ four gUIneas was paid for 
(>Die ,years Rent for the R'oom. Agreed that the sum 
'Of 5/3 bie paid' by, the following Brethr,en to make up 
the sum paid f'Or the rent.Mr Booth, Mr Martin~ 
Mr MacGrjegor, Mr TimothYi Thomas, Mr Dore, Mr 
Thos Thomas, Mr Smith, Mr Stennett, M:r Powell, Mr 

. Swaine, M'r Sowrerby, M;r Burnside, Mr Penney, Mr­
Ovington, DrRipP'0n, Mr Button. 

iTuesday. Apr. '0 5. 1796 Present Miessrs Booth:, 
Timothy; Thomas, Dor~, Smith, St,ennett, Hutchings, 
& Button. Agrjeed' that Messrs iT:hos Thomas, Stennett, 
;& BUUon Wjef\e chosen t'0 be '0n the Committee off 
the General Bod~ for the ensping iYear. Resolve'dj 
thatMr Josiah Thompson. hie c.onsidef\ed no longer a 
member of this BodY,.on account 01 his having refused 
to pay his quota towards the expense of the rent of 
the room in whioh :we meet. Resolvea that it be) 
lieported to thie General BodYj that :Mr Thompson is 
no longler a member of this Society. 

J anY 17. 1797. The R'ent of the Room was api<l! 
this afternoon, which is 4 ,guineas, '& the fol1owin~ 
Bliethren it was ag'I1eed W1ere to pay; 513 each. Messrsl 

Booth, Martin, MaoGregor, TimY Thomas, Dore, Thos 
Thomas,' Smith~ S~ennett, Powel, Sowerb'y, Burnside, 
Penny, Ovingt:on, Rippon, Hutchings, Button . 

. ,Mar. 27. 1797. Priesent. M!essrs Booth, Rippon, 
,Mta'rtin, ThosThomas,Pienny~ 'Button. Mr JosP~ 
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Hughs late of Bristol, now: of Battersea, was proposed 
& unanimouslYi lieceiv:ed on 'Our Idrenomination. AgreeO' 
that the! Committee be desired to report that My 
Hug-hies is received!, on our 'denomination, that M:r 
SlWa'irue is remov:ed by! death. Aigreed that MessYs 

Rippon, Penny, and' 'H utching-s be on the Committee 
.of the General BoId1'l for the ensuing year. 

Jamaica C'Offiee house. JanY 16 1798 Present 
M:essrs B'Ooth, Smith, Penny, Sowerby, Button. The 
lient 'Of the room was paid' by: BrorBooth. The sum 
was 4 guineas. Algree'd the following. pers'Ons should 
sh'OuId, paYj 5/3 ieach: to defr.aYi it. M;essrs Boo~ 
Martin, TimY Thomas, Thos T;homas, ' Smith:, 
MCGliegor, Powell, SOWlel'by, Bumside, Penny, Rippon,­
Ovington, Hutchings, DOlie,. Newmall, Button. 

- J amaic:a C'Offiee house. JanY 3 I. 1798. Present, 
Mlessrs B'Ooth, Dore, Rippon, Thos Thomas, Burnside, 
Hutchings, iMcGr.egor, Penny, Hutchings" Newman, 
Button. It havingi been reporte'd, that Mr Martin a 
member of this SocietYj had expressed in a Lecture he 
p'l'ieached at BrOiald Street on the 14th Inst. that he 
hylieve:d' that if the Fren'ch wiere t'O invade this countryp 
many of the Dissenters, both Baptists & Predobaptists 
would join them, it was considered' whether such a 
'declarati'On should not come undier our notioe. Agreed 
that as it was un<l\erstood the Manajg!ers of the L'ecture; 
had appoin~ed :a committee to wait on him upon tpat 
business, to a:ef:er anYi further iconsideration of it till 
we had heard the r,esult of their visit. 101 

J amaioa Cofflee house. F'eby 6. Present,Messrs 
B'Ooth, Rippon, DOl1e, Smith, M,cGr,eg:or, Thos Thomas, 
Newman, Penny, Hutchings, Bumsi'dle & Button:~ 
RJes'Olve'd, thatM:essrs Booth, Burnside & Button be 
appoin~ed a committee to Wlait on Mr Mlartin to con~ 
v[erse with him respecting! the unwarrantable expl"esi-
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si.ons he -made us.e .of at the Broad Street Le'Ctu,l1e. 
nelative to tp'e Prot'estant Dissenters being'disposedt.o 
join the French on their i:nvadin;g this Country. . 

Jamaica Coffee house, FebY 13. Present, M·essrs 
Booth, Rippon, DOl1e, Smith~ McGregor, Thos Thomas, 
Nle'wmah, P,enny~ Hutchings, SoW'erby & B.utton. 
Miessrs Booth & Button ~eporte'd that they: had waited' 
toD 'Mr Martin agreeably: to the lappointment of the 
Brethren (Mr Burnsi<le 'did! not attend) but hard 
obtained no satisfaction, as Mr Martin could not be 
prevailed on to make !any concession nor was in the 
least disposed· to ackhowloog;e' he ha'd done wrong. 
Agt1eed, that as'M,a- M:. ha!d intimated that the Sermon 
WIOuIld hie printe'd in a· short time, that it would be 
best to postpone anY] further discussion of the business 
till W]e had seen it. ' 

Jamaica Coffee hOllS'e. Mar. 13. 1798. Present, 
Messrs Booth, Rippon, Dore, Smith, Thos Thomas; 
Timy Thomas, Newman, P'enny, Hutchings, S:owerby ., 
& Button. A printed copy: of a sermon p!ieached by 
Mr Ma.rtin at the Lor'd's day evening Lecture in New. 
Broad Street, Jany 14. 1798. 'being laid before us, and 
the contents of the A'dvertis.ement prefixed being taken: 
ilnto donsid,era.tion; it appeared that a Committee 
appointed bYJ the .MaIljage·rs of that Lecture to wait:! 
on Mr Marnn, relative to oertainexpressions in his 
Sermon, repor~eid, that he used the following: 

" P,erhaps some of y:ou may: :Slay], I :fear the French 
"will oome .. Well, what if they, db? What then? If 
" Christ is y;our lif!e, what have .y,ou to fear? You will 
... say, Some of ypur Denomination will join them. I 
"believe theYj will. Baptized infidels, worse tor, 
"mending, &c. P!erhaps YjOu will say, Some of the, 
"Predobaptists will join them. I believe they; will." 

And it appearing: from Mr Martin's own Declara;-
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tion in the printed address to the mamigers, that they! 
had not overcharged his meaning; the following· 
Rlesolutions were mov'ed arid seconded: 

That, to the hest of our knowledgle & belief, the 
Representation Mr Martin has given of the Dissenters, 
dOles not applY] to anYl Individual in any of' our Protes,.. 
'tantDisS'entingl Churches. Resolv:ed' unanimously. 

That, Mr. Martin's Representation, not appearing 
to be founded in fact, is consider,eo bYi us as highly 
daluPlrnious. Riesolved nem.con. One only of the 
Brethren being neuter. 

,That, Mr Martin be theref1oJ:1e no long,er a member 
of this Soci!ety,. Resolved Nem.con. One only of the 
Brethren being. neliter. 

. Jamaioa Coffee house. Mar. 20. 1798. Present) 
Messrs' Booth, Rippon, _ Dore, Smith, ,Thos Thomas, 
Timy Thomas, Newman Penny, Hutchings, Sowerby, 
Ovington, and Button. The· Minutes of' the last 
Meeting were confirmed, nemo con. One only of the 
Bre~hren heing neuter~ . 

Jamaioa Coffee house. April. 3. 1798. Present 
Messrs Booth, Smith, Riprpon,Newman, Penny, Tho~ 
Thomas & Button.. Agreed, that the Committeeil' 
appointed report to the General Boday, That, MesS'rs 
A moId & Stennett are removed into the Country. 
That MrMa:rtin is no 10Dgep:- a 'M'ember of this Society. 

Jamaica CoHee house Jany 15. 1799. The Rent 'Of 
the Room was paid bYj Mr Booth which is 4.4.0-
agreed to paYi 16/ more in consideration of the rise of 
Tobacco. The following Brethren composing this 
Society were therdore appointed to pay, 6/6 each . 

. Mr Booth, Dr Rippon, tMr Dore, Mr Tim Thomas!, 
Mr Thos Thomas, Mr Hutchings, M:r Sowerby, Mr 
Hughs, Mlr Powell, Mr Burnside, Mr Newman, Mr 



The Baptist Board Minutes 95 

Macgtegor,Mr Ovington, Mr Penny, Mr Smith, Mr 
Button. 

Jamaica Coffee house. Mar .. 26: 1799 Present 
Messrs Tim. Thomas, Dore, Sowerby, Hutchings, 
Newman & Button. . The Brethr·en from their great 
respect to . their worthy President Mr Booth andl 
sy,mpathizing with him urider his pres-ent indisposition, 
R:esolved unanimously) to aifoid him,"'"in rotation, anY] 
Assistance in their power, which he may find con­
vem.ient. Riesolved, that our Secretary transmits a 
copy of this resolutionl to rMr ;Tay;lor one of thJe Deacons 
of Mir Booth's church. lOll . 

[,The next two niin'utes were (entered on later :pagtes, 
with the apology; " This & the minute of Apr. 8. 1799 
should have been inserted pa 153" instead' of pagesl . 
1:54, 155, :which are in disorder. Erasur,es and blots 
abound at this period.] 

Jamaica Coffee house Apr. 6. 1 799 M~r J os. 
GuUeridge reported that Mr J osiah Thompson is .. 
concerned that his conduct should have given offence 
to his Brethren in the ministry,; it was unintentional 
on his part, and he assures them that it would' afford' 
him pleasure & satisfaction to [feel that the] harmony; 
tha.t subsisted between them [were] restored and 

. perp'etuated. 

Jamaica Coffee house. Apr. 8. 1799 
I. It was agreed' th:at the report communicated' by Mr 
GuUeridge be received as Mr Thompsons ack'nowledg~ 
inent . . 
2. That all circumstances considered this acknowledg­
ment be 'deemed satisfactory, & that he he restored as 
an approved minister of this aenomination,. & be 
reported as such to the General Body 
3. That the thanks of this society, be given toMr 
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James Smith'& Mr Jos. Gutteridge for the active part 
they have takien in this laff~air. _ 

FebY. I I. 1800 Paid' 5 poun:ds for the r,ent of the 
Rioom-the £ollowg Brethr,en Wel'e appointed to. payi 
'6/3 each Mr Booth,' Dr Rippon,Mr Ovington, ,Mr 
Newman,Mr iSowerhy~ Mr Hutchings, Mr Timy . 
Thomas, :Mr Thos Tlhomas, Mr Tnompson, Mr Smith, . 
'Mr Macgr'egor, Mr Powell, Mr Bumside, Mr Penny" 
Mr -Dore. [" Mr Hughes" added later.] 

Jamaioa CoHee hous,e. Mar. {8. 1800 It was 
agreed that the following Bre1!hren be on the com­
mittee of the General Body for the year ensuiing'. 
[N o thing more.] . . 

Jamaiaa ,Coffee house Apr. 1. 1800 Present, 
Messrs Booth, Dore, Thos Thomas, Hutchings, & 
Button. Agreed that Mlessrs Dore, Thos Thomas, & 
Button be on th~ GommiUe[e] of the general body, for 
the year ensuing. 

Jamaioa Coffee house 'Mar. I. 1801. Agreed to 
report to the gieneral bod:Yj that Mr John R.anee oft 
Hackney and.' :Mr W. Coxhea'd were consid:eredby], us 
as appro'V,eldministers. Also that Dr Rippon, Mr Dore 
& Mlr Button were choslen on the committee of theJ 
General BodY.10S 

FebY 26. 1802. Paid. the R'ent of the Room 5£ 
Agree<i to conect of( the Brethr:eIIi for the aibo'V1.e, 
purpose 5/11 each. M:r Booth Newman Powell Rippon 
Hutchings Burnsrde Dore Ovington Penny Ty Thomas 
Thompson Rance H,ughes Smith Goxhead SowerbYI 
McGregor Button " 

Jamaioa Coffee house. 23 Mat. 1802. Agreed that 
Messrs Booth, Thos Thomas, & Coxhea'd' be on thie 
Committee of the General Body! for the Y earensui~ 
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Jamaioa Coffee house. FebY 8. 1803 Messrs 
J ames Smith, Mm Lepard~ Gutteddge, Ashlin, Pritt, & 
N:Orion attended' !& stgnified that they; had! a wish 
that a reconciliation might tak!e. place between ,M;r 
iMartin & the SocietYi of Ministers who meet here, & 
that they ha'd waited O'n Mr Martin & conversed with 
him on the subject, who indicated, he had no desire to 
unite in our monthly meetings, in assistin:g the par­
ticular baptist fund or with this Society, but shouldl 
have no objection to a friendly; intercourse with us 
as .In'dividuals.10<l I 

Aglreed' as Mt Booth is not present with us, If it 
appear Mr Martin is willing to make such concessiQon 
as we think: should! be satisfactory, to' Mr Booth.t 
whom we consider he has grO'ssly, insulted' both iJi 
oonV'lersation & in print, we as Individuals have nOt 
objection to.' a friendlYi christian Intercourse with M,r 
Martin. 

Pvesent 1M:essrs Rippon, Ty Thomas, Dore, 
Hutchin:gs, Thos ,Thomas, Powell, Sowerby, PennyI' , 
B'utton . , 

IMar. 8. 1803. J,amaioa Coffee house Present 
Brethren, iTy Thomas, Thos Thomas, Newman, 
Sowerby, Coxhead', Button. A!grecil to report to' the 
!General Body that Mr Gray was considered by us as' 
an approved minist'er, & had been :r:eoeived on Qour 
denomination. Agree'dJ tOo appoint Messrs [Booth, Thos 

Thomas & Coxhead erased] W. Pepny [minute Ull­

finishre'd'. Pt}. <late completely! eras1edj la blot, anldI a SPace 
left.] 

Mar. IS. 1803. The following letter fromMr 
Booth to the SecretaTyj w:as 1aid before the Brethren:. 

Dea,r S~rp I, ought, el1e now:; to naVe informed' you, 
as being Qur Secretal)'j jat the Jamaica Coffee house!, 
that M:essrs J ames Smith & Pritt waited Qn me with 

7 
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Mr Martin's conclusion, relative to further stepis toward 
a, l'Ieconciliation; which, with regard to. my,s·elf, as 
an ~ndividual, w.ap far' from being agreeable; of 
which I lexpresslYj informed' them. 

I said, as an individual: for though, as such, my 
own mind is made up on the aisagl1ee.able subject,,' 
yet, each of mYi minis1Jering: Brethren b'elonging to the. 
Society whichlmeet at the J amaita Coffee house:, 
having an equal right to judge for himself, I, must 
entreat them to 'exercise that right, independently, of 
my, opinion on the' case. If they thereflore, or a 
majority: of them, ob'tain satisfaction [rom M;r Miartin 
so as to think it right that he should be r,est@red to 
membership in the Society! at the Coffee house, and, 
in the General Bo'dy! of prOotestant Dissenting ministers~ 
let him by; all means he restored': for I am utterly 
averse from the thought 'Of his being kept out of that 
connection, mer;e!Yi because I think he is undeserving , 
of being restore~d. My; reason is, it c'annot be more I 

dear to me that M,rMliutin has forfeite'd' all claim to 
,M1ember.ship in the General Body; than it is that my 
ministering Brithren ha'Vie a right to judge for them­
seh71es, :& to act accordingly,. Nay, so. far as I can 
conoeive, the consideration of his exclusion from that 
Bo'dy, being continued', merely" or principally, because 
I 'disapprmTea: of his restoration, lW'oul'd!. be more painful 
to m:e than his fleinstatelment in it. If not under a 
'gr,eat mistakie, I l1eceiv.e the rights of society, & detest 
a spirit of 'domination in any; of its members. I thiere­
f10re aepricate its being ,hereafter said~ Mr Martin 
would have been long ago restored to his connection 
with the General Body had it not been lor the predu­
dice, the pride; and the obstinacy of A. Booth. 

Ypu, my; wortPiYi Friend~ will be so kind' as to lay; 
this before my; Brethren at the Coffee house the first 
'Opp'Ortun.ity~ & in soo 'Going you will much: oblige, Dear ' 
Sir, Your Fri~n<I' & Brother A:. B'Ooth .. 
9 Mar. 1803 
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Jamaica Coffee:house April. 26. 1803. '1\ depu­
tation from the Boar'd of. Directors and Mledical 
Council of the Roy:a,l }ennerian SocietY! having w:aited! 

# upon us to give information respecting the success of 
vaccine Inoculation & to solicit our recommen'd:atioill 
of the object of the Society; in. their respectiv'e congre!­
gations 

It was resohne'd unanimously that in our opinion 
the vaccine inoculation may; be of great public utilitYi;· 
and that in our individual iCapacity~ as opport;unities 
may occur,. we will 'endeavour to communicate the 
important information which has been so dearly, so 
fully, and so candidly imparted to us by the committ~e 

Jamaica Coffeehousie.Mar. 27. 1804. Agreed to 
appoint Brethren Ripipon, Gray, and DOI'le to be on the 
Committee of the General Bo'dy for the year ensuing. 

Feb. 26. 1805. Dr Jenkins and Mr Arnold were 
propose'd to be received into our Society. which was 
unanimously! agreed to. I t was moved, seconded' & 
agree'd to, that our brethren ,TimY Thomas, Rance 
and Button, be on the Committee of the General 
Bo'dy for the ensuingi y:ear. Agreed that Mr Jonathcl!n 
Chandler having! resigned the ministryj for several 
y,ears, cannot w,ith propriety be considenid any, longer· 
a member of this association. 

Ap:r. 3. 1805. :Agree'd to receive Mr Josephl 
Ivimeyas a membier of this Society.l05 . 

May: 5. 1805. Agreed to receive Mr James Upton 
and. Mlr {WilliamJ Shenstone as members of thiS! 
Society a:n'd to report the same to the GeneraJl. 
Bo'dy.l06 

Jamaica Coffee house Apr. 8. 1807. :Agree'd'that 
M'essrs Dore, Newman, an'd U pton, be appointed on 
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the Committe of' the General Body; for theensu~ng 
Yjear. 

Jamaica Coffee house. Apr. 7. 1807. Agreed to 
recleiVle ~Mr Stevens o£ PJ.'Iescot Str:eet a,s a membe!r 
of this Society; anJd' to J.1eport the same to the Generail 
Bo'dy. :Ngr:eed! to appoint Briethren Rippon, N ewman, 
a:rrdHutching~ to be on the Committee of the General 
body! for the y;ear ,ensuing. And that theYi I1eport the 
/death of our Bror Rance of Hackney. 

Jamaica Coffee house Mar. 29. 1808. Agreed 
that Messrs Stevens Waters and [William] Shenstone 
be on the Committee of the General BodYi for th~ 
ensuing y~ear.107 

NpJril. 4. 1809 :Agreed that Messrs Dore, Upton~ 
a!nfd H utchings be on the committe Qf the general 
for the y~a,r ensu 

.oct. 10 180.9 Agre~'d to' receiv;e Mr Thos Waters 
as a member of our Society, ana to report the same! 
to the General BddYj.l08 

Ja~aica; Coffee house Jan. 2. 1810. Agreed to 
recreivle Mf [:Jiohn] ShenstQne as a member of this 
Society, an1d to report the same to the Genera! body;109 

J anY 16. 1810 Agree!d to r'eceive Mr A-braham 
Wustin as a member of this Sodety, and to report him 
to the general body! as an approved' minister of our 
/denomination. Agme'd! also tOI receive ·Mr John 
Douglas arrdMr B~aJdley into our Society: and to repO'rt 
the same to the general boHy.110 

Ma,r. ·27. 1810 Agree~d that ,Miessrs Stevens, 
,Waters, amf J o.hn ShenstoiDJe to be on the Committe!e! 
of the general bo:dYr for the :y;ear ensuing. 
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Jamaica Coffee house . Mar 26.· 1 B I I. Agreed to. 
appoint Messrs Austin, Waters, and Newman to be on 
the ~ommittee of the General Bo:d'Yi for the yeam 
ensUIng. 111 

.oct. 16. I B 11 . Agree;d to. fleceive M:r F. 'A. CO!X. 
as a member of this Soc~ety) an;d to report the same! 
to. the· Genera,! Body;. . . 

I amaica Coffee~ houlSe Oct 16. I B I I . Th~ 
following letter idiliecte'd to the a,ssociated Baptist 
ministers a,t the Jamaica Coff,ee house was read'. 

The Church of Christ meeting in Artillery, Street, 
to the associated Baptist Ministers 'at the J amaicla1 
Coffee hOouse Cornhill. 112 

Dea,r BrethJien, Having. been constrained from 
conscientiOous motives to. separate from a Church in 
y,our connexion we are still desirous that friendship, 
and coildiality, sho.uld exist between us, and all the 
churches, with the hope, tha,t the glory of God' may, 
be promQted'. W,e a,re at present Oiestitute of a pastor, 
buit trust ,the grea,t heaid of the church will in his 
own time direct Oone to. .us whom he has qualified for 
the office, and' who. shall prove a blessing to. us. ~ 
we believe our views of divine truth, and the object 
we 'hav~ in pu.rsuit, are similar to yours, we hope y~u 
will be dispose'd to. give ps that countenance and! 
support which with the blessing of God ma,y, prDve 
a. mutual comfort. Praying for the continuance and 
increase of ypur usefulness, with the peace and pros:­
perity of the churches un{ler ypur care and' desiring an: 
interest in ypur pr~rs we remain, Dear Brethreri~. 
Your's in the bon<ls of the gospel . 

Signed by (iesifle a,nd Thos Renshaw 
in behalf of the church Saml Sanigear 
Octr. 16. IBn. Dea:cons 
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Jamaica Coffee house Novr 5. 1811. The letter 
frDm the separatists frDm pr.escot Street, GDDdman's 
fields (lateMr BDDth's) which was sent us O~t 16. was 
taken unider cDnsideration. and it w:as agreed to send 
a letter, to the church in: PrescDt street, of which the 
fDllowing is a copy. 

Dear Brethl1en, We have received :a letter frDm 
the pe.opJe who. meet tDr divine wDrship in ArtiHer:Yi 
street, stating! that thDUgh separat~d frDm y;DU, and 
fDrmedinto. a distinct church :yet they are desiro.us o.f 
maintaining a friendly, intercoursie with /<111 the churches 
o.f the same faith anGi order in LiDn'dDn, an!d they; wish 
fDr our counteria,nce, ana support. 'Bef.Dre we return 
any; answer to' their roequest we wish to. KnDw, if YDU, 
from whDm they; are separated, :are 'disposed to. recog;­
nize them as a chun;:h IOf Christ, las frDm our cDnnexion 

. with you, and' our oDidial friendship for )'IDU, we shDuld. 
be very: s.or1)l to take any steps whereby you shDuld 
ha,ve :any; gOdd cause pf offence. We at the same 
time a,v,ail Durselves of this occasiDn to. assure YDU., 
that we deeply; regret the late circumstances which 
ha,ve arisen, to. interrupt that harmony bY, which as a 
chun~h you ha,ve been so. long distinguished, and we 
mDst sinoerel}'i pl"a,y; that the great head' of the church 

. mai}'; s.oon favour ypu with anDther pastDr, who. shall 
be instrumental to' prDmote ypur spiritual edificatio.n, 
peace & Wielfare. We remain Y Dur affectte Brethren. 
Signed Dn behalf .of the associated ministers meeting 
at the Jamaica C.off'ee hDuse, by the Secretary . 

. N.B. ,There, Wiere present at this meeting the; 
fDllowing Brethren. Dr Rippon, Timy ThDmas, J.os. 
Ivimey~ W. Newman, James UptDn, John Shenstone, 
ThDs Powell, ThDs SDw~rby, Abraham Austin. W. 
Button 

. Jamaioa Coffee house. NOVr I2 .. 18n. Agreed 
to' send a letter to the Separatists frDm the Church in 
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Presc/Ot iStreet, now. meeting in ArtillerY[ Street, of 
which the following! is a copy 

To the Brethlien and Sisters meeting in Artillery; 
Str:eet. Dear Fri:ends We receive'd y;our letter, dated. 
Oct. 16. and'having 'dulY[ lanid'-affectionately considered 
its contents, we alie unanimously; of opinion that befo.re 
we can give ypu our final :answer, it will be pl"oper for 
y,0u to apply to the Church in pl"escot Street requesting' 
them to. recognize y:ou as a sister Church of Jesu;s 
Christ. Wishing! y;ou every; suitabLe benediction, we 
are ypur affecte Bliethrell! & Servlants Signed' on our 
behalf b;Yi ,our Secretary. W. Button. 

Present at this meeting Dr Rippon, Thos Thomas, 
W. Newman, Jos. lvimey~ John Shenstone, ,Wo 
Shenstone, ,T:. Wabers, W. Button 

. Jamaiaa Coffeehouse Nov. 25. I81I A' letter was 
read· from the Church at Prescot Street, of which the 

. following is a copy. . 
To the Associated minist,ers of the Baptist 

denomination, meeting at the Jamaioa Coffee house. 
Christian BrethI1en arid' Fri.en!ds. Having mken into. 
aonsideration ypur Secretar;y,'s letter ia'didressed to us 
as Po Church; requesting! to kno.w, if w:e are disposed 
to recognize our separated' Friend's as a Church of 

-Christ? We think! it our duty; under present circum­
stances to p~use on this matter, Because we think it 
admits ,of consi'derable doubt, whether persons with!-

.. drawing themselves frDm a regular; Church, arid 
say,ing, th~Yi have forme'd themselv'es into a distinct 
church, is sufficient to' constitute them such, in con:­
formity with the P!e'Vailing ;;I.nd iappr-o.V'e!d practice of 
Christian Society,. AI. church hewing been regularly 
organized, an(l settled under the care of! a pastor, may; 
still be cDnsidered' as! a church, if it he deprived of its 
pastor, but whether that distination is justly[ appHcable 
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to a bodY; of! :persons, w:here the organization has nevetr 
been comp~ete, we are not fullYi satisfi,ed of. But more; 
especially; we pause, beoause our late brethren and; 
sisters ,have rent themselves from us, disregardin~ 
that order of our churches which we have ever been.' 
led tocoOnsi'der 'Of much importance in ·reference to 
Christian fellowship. If a hody of members' are' 
justifie'd upoOn the princip~,es of pmpriety; and. decorum, 
t'O withdrawi. themselves froOm a c'hurch with which 
they: stand: coOnnected' without any 'Other communica~ 
tiDn then sending them word the yhave withdrawn. 
Can any individual be censured for pursuing the same 
line of coOnduct? The r.egard' therefore which we bear 
toO the credit as well as toO the hiarmony of 'Our churches, 
requires us to hie cautious how We sanction a principle 
that must tend to great irregularitYi add disordelT 
amongst them. We 'Idieny; not the right of persons to 
act for themselves, but ;we maintain that the N eiw! 
Testament r.ecoOmmen'd's to Christians, the exercise of 
courtesy towards one another I Pet. 3. 8. 

W,e 'deeplYj lament with' you, that the harmony of 
our church has been interrupted, :& although we wish 
not to recur to the occasions of it; )'let justice to our~ 
selves requires us to say; that we think the grounds on 
which our late Brethren and' Sisters have separated!, 
are neither coOnsistent, noOr justifiable on New Testa­
ment principles. Nevertheless we wish to act under' 
the influenoe oOf that christian doctrine which requires 
the forgiveness of injury, arid we hope that whateVler 
may; be their conduct t,owards, us wle shall bear n'O 
resentment toward's them, nor be found in the exercise 
of any; unfriendly! temper, or ldisP'Ositions. 

,We return ypu our thanks, for ypur expressi'Ons 
of regard towaros us :as la church, which we confess 
are the more satisfactory" as we had reason to fear, 
from late occurrences, that thlat regard was on the 
decline. HOW1ever this may; be, tw'e can assure you, 

, " 
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. that in every; part of) our .conduct throughout thie 
perilous situation in which wre havle been placed'? we 
have aimed to promote the peraceand! welfare of Zion, 
and the ,honour of the Redeemer's caus,e, and' we hope 
that we shall neVier be left to lact in a 'WaYi undes.ervinjg 
of the esteem of those ministers, to whom we are no 
less attached by; :affection, than by unif10nnity of senti­
ment. With cordial regards, we remain sincerely) 
yours in the bonds of the giOsp~1 

Sigh,ed on Jos Gutteridge} 
behalf of Thos Key, 
the church Jno WilliS.·· Deacons 
Nov. 3. 1811 Wm Freme . 

Jno Hepburn . , 

Jamaiaa Coffee house }lany 23. 1812 A letter 
was read from the Seplaratists from Prescot street: 
Ohurch, of which the following is a copy. ' 

,The Baptist Church of Christ meeting in Artilleryj 
Street, Bishopsgate Str,eet, to the :Associat,ed Baptist 
ministers meetingi at the Jamaica Coffee house, 
Cornhill. 

Dear Brethlien, ,We lately! made :application to 
YJOu for assistance in pr:ooching, ICLrrd administeri~ 
the ordinance: among: us and .ypur cordially complying 
would be pleasing! but lest a further consi'deration of 
our case should! in the smalLest d'egr'ee interrupt that 
peace and: hiannonYj so aesirable should' continue, 
amongst Y:Ou, we wish to withdraw our request, truSItingi 
that He who is the Head over :all things for his body's 
sake the church :will supp~l)'i our need, believing we have 
taken the path of duty;. iW,e remain, 'dear Brethren, 
Yours respectfy 

Signed' on behalfl 
of the Church 
JanY 27. 1812 

Thos Renshaw: 
Saml Sanegear 

(Deacons) 
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J amaicia Coffee house Mar 26. 18 I 2 Agreed tD 
appoint ,Messrs Austin, Waters and Newman to be 
IOn the committee 'Of the General BDdy. 

Mar. 1813. Agreed that Dr RipPQn, Mr'thos 
Thomas, andJMr Austin be appointed on the oqmmittee, 
'Of the General BodYJ for the year ensuing. Agreeid.l. 
that the Committee apPQinted last year report to the 
Geneial Body that Mr T. Griffin of Prescot Street, and 
Mr T. Smith, No 29 Winchester Row, E'dgeware Roa9 
are received· as members 'Of this Society~ being con­
sidered as approved ministers of our denomination.113 

April. i814. Agreed that Messrs Newman;Griffin 
and Button be 'On the committee of the General BodYi 
fQr the year ,ensuing. :Ng'reed to reoeive Mr CoM of 
Poplar a'member of this Society. Also Mr Kingsford, 
Battersea fields. l14 

Jamaiaa Coffee h'Ousle Augt 1815 :Agreed to 
receiVieM:r Jas Hoby~ and ·Mr Young as members of 
this Society, an~ that Mr lvime.Yi hie appointed join~ 
Secretary with Mr Button on acct ofMr B.s ey:esight( 
failing. 115 

At Jamaca Coffee h'Ous!e :Apr. 3. 1816 Agreed to 
receiV1e M:r Bligh NO' 75 White Chap[e, and' M-r JOhIll 
Chin of WalwartlI as members of this S'Ociety. Agree 
that Dr Rippon, Mr Thos Thomas :and MrW. Shen­
stone be on the Committee 'Of thie General Body for the 
:y;earensuing.116 

, Np~. I. 18 I 7 :Agr'eed to' r;eport tD the General 
Body M~ John Edward, lower ,Th!ornaugh St TO'tten­
ham Court road' is receiv.ed as an apprDved minister. 
RJelvld iMlr Austin of! Fetter lane, removed' bY, 'death. 
Re.vP M,r .Waters r,emov.ed into the cDuntry:. Mess,rs 
I'V'imey, Boby:, and! Cole be 'On the CQmmittee of the 
General bodYi f'Or the ensuing year.,117 
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. Sep. 16. 1817 Agreed to recei\lIe Mr Prichard as 
a member of this Society;.118 

[At this point the book was 'd'isusied, thQugh Qnl)'! 
half full. The 'Il'ext three pa:ges were used' in 1835 by 
J. B. Sihenstone to record lists of 1727 taken from the 
minutes of~he General Body;. Seve1"(al pa:ges at the, 

. en'd havie :been use<l' as lan in(iex, both to this and to 
the :riex.t iVolume.. Notes are a'd:uea' there fr:eely: in 
various han'ds, 'Some being, very, inaccurate. A' second.' 
book was op~ne!d' with la nine-pa~e summary. of the 
previQus minutes, 'containing mista~es, and a ldefective; 
alphabetic:allist of the members 1723-1817. This was 
followe'd by! a 'roll of the Secr·etaries, which w:as kept 
up until 1882. On p:age 13 the minutes are resume'd, 
!Without any; ;expla~ation I whYl the old' book was 
d'iscarde:d. The reason maYi possibly be that . Joseph 
lvimey was 'chosen joint-secretary, with Button, and! 
prefe'rIie'd !after a short expedence to. mal~e a neiw 
beginning for ,c:url1en.t minutes, using, the older book 
as a source of hist0I;Yt. ,But it will soon 'alpipear thav 
W. Shenston sucoeeded him speedily; for four ye,ars', 
and unidertool( ,another rrevisiolt; then in' 1829 J. B. 
S.henston sucoeeded!, & proceedleld to annotate with 
Clisastrous results to accurlacy.] 

Jamaica Coffee house Tuesday Fieby; 17. 1818 
Present. Tho5 Thomas, Dr Newman, ,Wo Shenstone~ 
Griffin, J. Shenstone, Eh7len~ Cole, iBlig:l1, Penny, H:oby~ 
F. Pl.. Cox, Hutchings, I'Vimey, and Button. 

R;esolve'd that it appears desirable that a union 
of the threie 'denominations for the purport of raising 
a fund for the l'leliJefi of age!cf anid' infirm ministett'S:. 
That we are of opinion thiata riequi:sition s.~oul'di ,bel 
sent to the Secretal)'J at the LibraI'iy t9 bring this 
subjeCt forward! 'at the Annual M;eeting.'119 
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Jamaiaa: Coffee ';house Tues'da)'l 24 Mar. 1818 
Agree'd t,o receive M~ OWlen Clark as a Miember of this 
Society . 

. :April 7. 1818 
Report made t,o the Genera~ Body of Pr,otestant 
Dissenting Ministers. Revd M,r Mileham, J ane Street, 

. C,ommercial Roa'd!; Revd Mr Pritchard of Kep~l 
Street; Revd Owen Clarl~ of Chelsea ;are received! as 
appr,ove'd ministers. Revd Mr Penney is removedb~, 
Death. Rervd 'Dr Newman, I'eV,d J. Hutchings, and 
revd J. Upton are the appointed! committee for the 
y:ear ensuing. 

'Oct. 6 
Agreed t,o receive Mr Bucl{, who is settled in Titchfieldl 
Street asa member of this Socie~y:. I 

Dec. I. 
Agreed to rec:eive M,r Uppadine of Hammersmith and 
IMjr Belsher, n,ow pl"leac'hirrg; at Burton Street. as 
members of this SodetYJ.120 

April. 6. 1819 , 
The following Report ma'de to the General Bod~ of 
Diss,entirrg Mlinisters. Rievd Mr Buck~ URpadine1 
Hammersmith, Belsher Burton Street reC'ei~ed! as 
appr,oved ministers of the particular Baptist d~mom­
inati,on. Revd Dr Joseph Jenkins of Walw,orth, 
deceased'. Revd · [Thomas] SOWlerby, deceased. Revd 

Dr Rippon, Josephi I vimey, and F. A. C,oX are! 
appointed as our Committee for the y~ear ensuing. 

Jany 1820 [another scribe] 
Tlhat the Laws andl regulations of the Board be reviseid 
and reconsider'ed and preseIIl:lled at the Annual Meeti!ngl 
in March fO'r the rapproV'al of the Boar'd and that a 
Committee be now: appointed for that purpose consist-
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in~ of th~ following Bretwen Dr Rippon JDS 1vimeiY 
Pntchatd Clark W. Shenston J. ShenstDtn: Newman & 
Griffin:121 

Jamaica COoffee Hous!e. March 14 18210 . 
Present Dr Rippon, Dr Newman, M!r UptOD', ShenstO/Il, 
Button, Cox, Hutching~:, Hoby" Young) ]. Shenstott, 
Griffin, E'dwarlds, Pritchard, Ivimey, Cramp, Douglas, 
Elvey, Clarkie, Kingsford, Williams, Belsher, Bligh, 
Davis, Denham. . '. 

It having1 been thought necessary; tD revise and 
enlarge the I"egulatiDns ot this Sodietya:slpedal meeting, 
for this purpose was COiIl'VIeIl!e'd' rat the ius:u:al place March: 
the 14. 1820. when the fbllowing ,resolutions were 
aHOopted.~' . 

I. IThat the object prropose'd b:y; this Society is 
to afford an opportunity! fOor mutual cOonsultation anidJ 
advice IOn subjects of a lieligious nature particularly; as 
connected with the inteJ:1ests of our own: dienominatiDn, 
and that the Society,'db meet eVlery Tuesday afternoo:nl 
at 4 o'clOCK 

2. ,That this Society! 'do cDnsis~ Df ap:proV1ed/ 
M ~nisters oil the particular biaptist 'denominatio~ 
residing in and about the Cities of LOon{ion ;and West­
m~nster, that no minister l1esidenl\: in Vorid'on be 
permitte'd to attend the meetings of this Society] more 
than thl'ee months [altered in 1824 to six] without' 
becoming: a member, an'd that each membier contribute 
his proportionJ ~i:owards the ~eIl!er:al eXPiense:s D:f1 the 
Society,. 

3. ,That :~Yi Minister desiriIl!g a'dmission: into 
this Societyj state his request in a l,etter. a:ci'dressed to 
lOne of 'the Siecl1etaries [relaxed in 1824 to orally;] which 
shall be pl1esente'd at the next weekly meeting and the 
proposal ta~en into cDnsiderlatiDn that daYi fortnight 
at a meeting sP!edallYi cDnVleneid' for the purpose the 



110 The Baptist Board Minutes 

Secl'letary stating! in the summons the name arid' resi, 
dende of the person or persons who maYi have 'b'e\enl 

propose'd, anH that no member be excludleid but bYi 
a majority; of! the members present a:t a meeting 
specially! conVleue& 

4 ,That a subject be 'discusse'd the Tuesday after 
the first Lord's daYi in: leveryj month [altered to second 
,TuesaaYj, then in 183-1 to first TuesdayJ unless urgent 
business require its postponement, the subjects to be 
s·elected anO! circulated amon'g the members at the 
Commencement of the y~r . 

. 5 . ,Tha.t at the weekly; meetings of this Society 
a Chairman be chosen as soon as five members Iarei 
assembled :which nu;mber shall hie competent to 
transact its ordinal"Yi business. [In 1828 the member 
of longest standing was to be chairman.J 

6. That this Society; shall have two Secretaries 
[altered, and after perhaps a second erasure reading 
thus, again?J who shall enter such minutes of proceed­
ings as may, bed'eemed' nedessary. 

7. ,That an iannual meetin!g of this Society: be 
held on the TuesdaYi after the second Lorrl's·aay in; 
the month of March, ,when the rules of the Society, 
shall be read, the prooeedings of the year reported~ 
the annual expenses defr:ay!ed, Sect'letaries chosen, 
[expunged in '183IJ, the report to. the g:eneral body 
meeting at Red Cross Street pl"lepare'd~ and any, other 
business transactea! thJat maYi arise for considel1atioinJ. 

Brethren Button and Ivimey having resignea their 
offioe as dre Secretaries of] this Sooile/ty, aI vote of thanks. 

. to them flor their past !slervicies !Was ';ciarded unanimously:. 
Brethr:en Shenston arid Pritchar'd Wer·e requested 

to .undertake the office of Secretaries for the present 
~ear. 

'Mr D~er was ,admitteid !a memher ofl this Socieo/, 
having 'been proposedi at iaJ former meetin'g. 
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Brother Erlwards piropos:e:cI Mr Lewis of. High­
gate for a'd'mission int'O this Society. . 

'Ajgreed that brethren Dr NeW'man Griffin antI 
Hoby be requested to atteni(f tIle general committee 
meeting at the LibraI"YJ Red!' Cross' Street the ,ensuingj 
)jear. ' 

Jamaica: Coffee, House March 21 1820 Present 
Dr Newman, Dr Rippon,M,r ShenstoD', J; Shenston, 
Blig-h, Kinigsfoid, Williams~ Pritchaid~ Griffin, Dyer. 
My Lewis of Highgate was admitte<l' a member of this 
Society 

Report 'Of this Societ:YJ fQr the /Yiear 18 19 tQ the 
general body! meeting :at the Libnary Refd Cross Street. 
M,T Thomas Thamas remav:e'd' by ae:ath, Mr Mileham 
remaved 'into this oountry, Mr' Buck na longer a: 
promise of marriage]. Mr, Davis, Elvey, Cramp~ 
member of this Saciety, [note excluded far breach 'Of 
Williams, Den ham, Dyer, and Lewis admitted 
members of this Saciety. Dr N ewman Mr Griffin Mt 
Hab)'] t'O be on the gleneral cQmmi;tee far thefollawing 
y,ear. 

J amaiqa CQffee House April 18 1820. 

Present Dr Rippon, Dr Newfuan, iMr Griffin, M:r Bligh~ 
Mt Clarke, Mr Douglas, Mr Sh'enstan, My Denham. 

Resolved that an Tues:cIay: next it be cansidered 
whether country; cases recammenidleid b!y: ;the Cammiuee 
f'orexamining cases shJall be broug',ht to this room for 
sigJnatures. ' 

Jamaica CQffee HQusie Ap,ril 25 182'0. 

Present Ur Ripppn, D~ Newman, ,Mlr Griffin, :M!r Davis, 
Mt Bligh, Mr E'dwards, Mr Pritchard, Mr Thomas, 
Mr DYJ6r, Mir Shenstan, Mr Cramp~ MT Williams, Mr 
Clarke, M:r Denham. R,esolv:ed that our Secretary, be ' 
requeste'd to infarm the Siecretary; of the committee 
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for examining] countI)'j cases th:at it is not considereu 
anYi pint of the business of this body to sign COuntryl 
cases but that Ministers will alw:~yiS be at perfect 
liberty to sign such: cases in this room on their indi­
viaual account. [Here A oe;ases and B begip.s.] 

At this Meeting: the following subjects Were 
propose for discussion during the p1:"esent ~ar. MT· 
Dyer May; 9th What steps can be taken to pmmote 
the interests of fieligion in our 'deniOmination at large? 
Mr Clarke June 6 How far i£ it practicabLe to fonn 
an Association of the baptist Ministers & Churches in 
LionidJon and! its err'virotns. M:r Davis July: 4 Is the 
practice of fasting of perpetual obligation. ,Mr Griffin 
Augt 8 How can we aoC'ount for the 'differences in: 
the theological opinions of: wise and virtuous men? 
Mr Denham Sep~ 5 Was S:ampson's !death an lact 
of suicide? M'r Douglas Octr 3 Is there reason to 
apprehe:n:d the prreaching [ ?] of Popiery in this country? 
Mr Bligh Novr 7 What is hyper Calvinism? Mir 
Eidwards Dec.5 What is the province of reason in 
maUers of religion? 

June 6, 1820 

Ata numerous meeting! of! this Body: it was resolved 
to hold a monthly; prayer meeting, hoping thereby to 
promote affection an(ll union among ourselves and 
. to implore the, tlivine Blessing on all our individu'al 
arid ;united efforts for the extention of the Reideemers 
kingdom. I t was also ,agreeid that these Meetings 
should for one y:ear be heI'd at the following: places 
Viz Devonshire Sqre, Pflescot St, Carter Lane, Church .. 
St, Eia,gle St, & F;etter Lane.'- A short :a'd'd:Vess to :bet 
'delivefle<l! PYi the Ministers in rota~ion, the time ;0£ 
meeting to be the Tues'da,y; after the 2nd Lords day;. at 
half past six. The Quesri-Jor 'discussion this aftern 

wa~a:djoumd till next w'~ek. 

I 
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13th [June, 1820] 
At this meetiDg1 it was <:tetennined that the formation! 
of an Association of the baptist Ministers & Churches, 
in London & its environs is not only pr:ac'ticable but 
also desirable. It was then Resolved that on this day, 
forthnight steps be t~ken toaarry, the foregoing deter­
mination into effect 

A . List of the present ,Memb:ers of this Body, 
June 27th 1820.' [The list is in five columns; Date, 
Name, Station, Resinence, From Whence. Semi­
colons are used.' here to' show: these columns!. Two. 
colunms' were also ruled' to show subscriptions, but 
only! casual pencil entries are in thiem, or the !WOrd 
•• Dea'd" without a date. For ,eight or ten Yiears 
corrections 'Wem made, and! fresh entries addled, which 
are in<ficated here when the}'! can be read'. In 1830 a 
new list was Clrawn uPi at the lend of the ,book, andl 
correcte<l in like fashion for six years.] 

63. Leicester had had a G.B. church from 1656; its Elder, Thomas 
. Davye, a. scrivener, was just ending his pastorate of 3 I years, and the 
cause was in very low water. But the P.B. people did not organize 
even ,yet for ten years. 

64. Samuel Wilson died on 6 October 1750, Stennett spoke at the 
interment in Bunhill Fields on the 12th, Gill preached a. memorial 
sermon at Prescott Street. Ivimey extracts that he had been to school 
with Dr. Hay, a London clergyman, and with John Ward, later the 
professor at . Gresham; then had gone to the Academy of Ridgley and 
Eames'. The preceding pages are evidenoe that he could neither spell 
nor compose in good English nor keep regular minutes. AS a pastOi' he 
was successful, and he was often called upon for inter-denominational 
work; while his Scripture Manual is even yet reprinted. From his 
own church he prepared nine men for the ministry; and the cessation 
of his labours compelled Londoners at last to face the problem of 
united effort in ~hisdirection_ . 

65. This minute is in a hand which had appeared intermittently. 
Saniuel Stennett was . at this·. time 24 years old; he had been trained 
at the Mile End' Pedobaptist academy of the King's Head Society, and 

8 
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was now assistant to his father J05eph at Little Wild Street. The 
minutes till his death in 1795 are in his hand, very neat and legible; 
a margin which has tempted variOous annotators appears with April 14, 
1752 ; it is represented here by new paragraphs. 

66. lidward' Trivett was the successor of Richard Culley at 
iW'0rstead, and in a pastorate of nearly sixty years trained eleven 
ministers. 

(J7. Hill Cliff now had as its pastor a baker, John MacGowan, 
whose shop was in Warrington .. He succeeded in organizing a branch 
church there, and showed such energy that he was called to! 
Bridgnorth; and ·eventually to Devonshire Square. 

Training of Ministers. 
This matter ~as one aimed at in the Assembly of 1689, but when 

tJhe Londoners dropped their, annual meetings in 1693, only Terrill of 
Bristol shawed any interest in the questian. The P.B. Fund was 
established in 1717 with the following objects :-correspandence among 
Baptists, maintenance of w()rship, supply of ministers, augmentation of 
maintenance. In 17200 £30000 South Sea stack was ear.marked far" the 
encouragement af perSOons in literature for the ministry." Mrs. Heming. 
ton augmented this, Thomas Hollis in 1731 left £50000 more, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Booth in 1742 left £500. 

In August 1752 there was fonned the Baptist Society for Assisting 
Young Men in Grammar and Academic Learning: £356 was subscribed 
as capital, and £60 annual subscriptions were pmmised. Thomas 
Llewelyn was engaged as tutor, and students were baarded at £20 each. 
In 1760 Llewelyn acted as treasurer and trustee, the education being 
undertaken by Samuel Stennett. Interest dropped off rapidly, and 
subscriptions ceased with 1774. Later students were baarded with 
country ministers. Work stopped altogether with 1799, and six years 
later the capital and accumulated interest were paid over to. the P.B. 
Fund. Henceforth the educational work was carried on through Stepney 
and Regent's P.!lrk. It is nOotewarthy that the plan was soo distrusted 
by Professor Ward, that his trust of 1754 ignor·ed it as well as the 
Fund, and prOovided for education at a Scottish University. 

68. Spurgeon gives other instances of Gill's jealousy af young 
ministers at his own, church. 

6g .. No explanation is 'given of this decision. The church at 
Prescott Street was very hard to suit with-- a pastor, being .five years 
without. The adherents of James Fall claimed, and w~re not contra. 
dicted, that they formed a maja,rity. When the minority declined to 
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acquiesce in the call, Best and his friends did not quarrel, but withdrew 
and formed a new church which by June was housed in Little Alie 
Street. The list of ministers returning this blunt refusal shows only 
five churches concerned, Goat Street, Wild Street, Eastcheap, Devon­
shire Siquar.e 'and Unicorn Yard., The next minute shows that 
Cartwright was a country minister; so also was ToUey, from North­
ampton. Ministers ;p.ot refusing were Anderson of Swallow Street, 
Brine of ,Curriers' Hall, Townsend of Curriers' Hall Seventh· day. 
Wallin .of Maze Pond; besides Gifford of Eagle Street, Blunt 'of 
Limehouse, Davis of Petticoat Lane, Russell of White Street, all 
outside the Board. It would appear that the Boarq. at this time was 
as narrow in its vision as in its theology and in its success. Gil1i 
had to go to a smaller building in 1757,· Stennett had only 60 members, 
Dew's \church collapsed in 1760, Thompson resigned in 1761 leaving the 
church almost dead; only Devonshire Square had much life in it. 

70. The General Baptists had been at Netherton from 1654, and 
had recently won notoriety by. the extrao·rdinary views of Edward 
Elwall; they had rebuilt their meeting house in 1739. This application 
came from P.B., and does not seem to have be·en successful, for the 
,church did not organize till 1772 ; in r800 it got possession of the· 
G.;B. meeting-house, but yielded It in twenty years to the New 
Connexion. To-day it is styLed Dudley. 

71- The Hull church had used Henry the Eighth's Tower in 
Manor Alley; the present effort resulted in a !home on Salthouse Lane. 
But Brown fell out with his fathe'r-in-Iaw, a' rich member, and left; 
Thomas Webb from Bristol was pastor at the opening. 

72. These two churches were descended from the Commonwealth 
causes of Hexham andStokesley. From David Douglas we learn that 
Isaac Garner from Great Broughton in Cumberland had succeeded 
William Carr in 1748 over the" church in Derwentwater," meeting at 
Hamsterley, Rowley and Hindley. From 1741 he had lived at Ham­
sterley, where he trained Christopher Hall of Black Heddon, who helped 
him in his wide circuit, preaching at the Juniper Dye House· near 
Hexham, belonging to William Angus, at a new meeting-house in 
Stamfordham, at Styford, &c. Thence he crossed the range to take 
up work at Oulton in Cumberland, and then at Whitehaven. Garner 
replaced him by David Fernie from Scotland, who ho,wever split the 
cl1urch by promulgating the hyper-Calvinistic views of Gill and Brine_ 
Hence arC?5e the present application. It may be added that Fernie had 
won some staunch preachers, such as Robert, brother of Christophe!! 
Hall j the two brothers did good work at Leicester and Arnsby; also 
Rutherford, who' went to' Dublin; and Ped~n, who started at Sunder-
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land. It should also be noted that Marton was existing in 1754, and 
does not date from 1780 as the Yorkshire Centenary Memorial states. 

73. The old church at Trowbridge had felt the strain of Arianism 
which first showed itself at Exeter about 1718. In 1736 the meeting­
house was abandoned to that party, and separate worship was started at 
Studley, then in rented premises in Trowbridge. George Wickendon 
began preaching in 1747, and was ordained by Samuel Stennett in 1752. 
The present application resulted in a meeting on Back Street next year. 

. 74. Yarmouth W.as a V'ery old town for Baptists. Thomas Grantham 
had reorganized a General .Baptist church, which rebuilt its house in 
1734 on Row 85. At this time they had no Elder, Edward Trivett 

oOf Worstead preached once or twice ~nd found them William Cok A 
new church was organized, but speedily split on the question of 
Calvinism; the heirs of the old tradition appealed to, the Assembly, 
and obtained William Young. The adherents of Trivett left, hired a 
house, and then built on Row 15. . This is the account given by 
Browne, who however was very badly informed as to the G.B. church 
at any other period. 

75. This is inconsistent with the contemporary minute of Jan. 30th; 
1759, which seems to show when Larwell succeeded Blunt at Limehouse. 
Perhaps ,the dropping of Old Style had been fo~gotten, and .. Feb. 
1758" was meant to signify Feb: 1759. '" 

. 76. Calel;l Evans, lately .a member at Wild Street, was IlQW 
·assisting Josi;h Thompson at· : Unicorn Yard; but this same year was 
invited to assist his father, and went .to. Broadmead. 

77- Fortunately this lazy resolution was soon forgotten, as a series 
of cases began again in 176].. Otherwise it is not easy to see why 
it was worth while keeping rninut'es at all, as the scandalous doings 
of ministers are the only other matters· recorded at this period. Yet 
within five years such events as these occurred: Fall arid Russell died, 
and other ministers followed at Mie Street and White Street; Joseph 
Jefferies joined the' General Body; Gill had to find a !lmaller 
building for his shrinking church; Dew's church disbanded: all these 
affected ministers, and might well have had some notice, even though 
Gi:tTor'd'15 appointment to the' British Museum and the death of 
Professor Ward lay outside their ·purview. 

78" \The church also expelled him. He took a leaSe of it new 
meeting-hoUse in Red CrOss. Street, where he preached till he died 
in i77s. I"~ !' 
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79. iWoolwich had been an artillery centre for a century, and a 
dockyard for more than two. y.et no nonconformist place of worship 
arose till about now. The facts are rather hard tOo discover j this: 
minute speaks of the church as newly gathered. When in 1838 records 
w,er,e taken tOo Somerset House, the ~rliest entry proved to be 1786, 
but the minister stated the church was founded in 1774. Eight years 
later, the next minister gave to the Baptist Union the date 1754, which 
tallied fairly well with the date 1757 given to the Baptist Magazine in 
1835,. and the date 1756 assigned to the first building on Hog Lane. 
MacGregor was still pastor in 1798. 

80 .. Thomas Craner had lately brought a new Baptist church to 
an old meeting house at the bead of an alley. opposite Stevens' meeting 
in Red Cross Street 

81. The necessity arose by leaving Blackwell's Coffee House 
and going to the Jamaica. I vimey tells us that there was another! 
change when Thomas Watson of Curriers' Hall died; he had been. 
accustomed to entertain all the ministers of the Three Denominations I 

every Tuesday before they went to their Coffee-Hol\lses. He tnade his 
last codicil in April 1767, and the Baptist Fund gained £1,500 at his. 
death; but there was no provision for ministers' dinners. 

The accounts were begun among the minutes, then transferred to 
the 'end or the book. They are not printed here, but they show the, 
following changes in the financial standing. Gill never paid. List of 
Lady Day 1765; Anderson, Burford, Clarke, Crayner, Flower, Larwell, 
Messer, Stennett, Thompson, ·Wallin. Flower never paid again, but 
he 'Was not dropped till Christmas 1767. Anderson, Larwell and Messer 
stopped after Midsummer 1766, Thompson after Michaeltnas, Burford 
after Lady Day 1677. Jenkins began Michaelmas 1766, ReynoldSl 
at Christmas, Booth and MacGowan Midsummer 1769, Jenkins stopping 
with Lady Day. At Midsummer 1771 Baskerville joined but Crayner 
J;I1ade his last payment; and as there were but seven members, Stennett 
was out of pocket. Chandler joined in 1773, Rippon, Martin and 
Button in 1774, when even Gill paid eight shillings; but next year 
only Wallin, Clarke, Reynolds, Thompson, Stennett arid Button paid. 
The accounts· close in a lamentable state of debt. T~y show quite 
clearly that at this period the so-called Board consisted really of eight 
men, who diminished in 1772 to only five. 

82. This list is nearly the Oonly sign, outside the accounts, that the 
board met for sever:iI years. A blank page follows, and then are some 
notes of 1771-1774 copied from some mutilated pages· at the end of 
the book. It is hard to guess when really contemporary imnutes were 
kept again. The' book is good evidence of the extreme deadness of 
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.London Baptist life at this time; After three entries o.f 1776 and 1777 
is another ominous silence for five years. 

·The list throws a little welcome light on the energy in the country. 
Bewdley had come into touch by John Allen coming to .. Angel Alley" 
at Pettico·at Lane in 1765, and being expelled in 1767. 

Sevenoaks was a district rich with Baptists; the old G.B. church 
of Bessels Green has entries dating from 1650;. in 1747/8 several 
members were' dismissed to form' a new church, but the G.B. Assembly 
Icensured Amos Harrison of Croydon for helping it; this is the church 
now applying to the P.B. ministers for help to build. A third church 
arose when John Stanger in 1769 left the first, and joined the New 
Connexion at its foundation next year. 

Sutton··in.Ashfield was a church of i760; it was in this to,wn that 
. Abntham Booth changed his Views and became P.B. Nottingham had 
the old G.B. church, whence George Eaton had dismissed Gifford to 
London; but Hopper's in Friar Lane dated only from 1740. At both 
these places the Leicestershire preachers were soon to show the 
vigour of the New Conneixon. 

Oakham presents a curious case. The old G.B. church o.f 1651, 
then called Burlity, had built in the county town, but by 1747 those 
premises were disused, and the church amalgamated with the G.B. 
church at Morcot, where the Stanger family maintained the· cause, and 
presently started again services at Oakham on alternate Sundays. FOor 
the intervening days William Smith and John Sharp asked Robert Hall 
to come over from Arnsby and use the vacant meeting.house. This 
naturally led to the idea of a new P~B. church, which did organize 
in 1770, and did erect a house of its' own in face of inuch opposition. 
Sharp WlllS its second minister, leaving. for Manchester in 1786. From 
his biography this account is derived. 

Ingham had another singular career. In the commonwealth times 
it was Fifth.Monarchy, and quieted dOown into a Seventh.day Baptist 
church. From 1734 to 1736 it had John Rudd as pastor, but he 

. conformed, like Sayer Rudd, and took a Dors~t living. He was 
succeeded by Benjamin Stennett, in whose time Luke AlIen presented 
a manse and land, on which a meeting.house was built. But under 
Jonathan Brown the cause ran down and the books were lost. Alexander 
Sparkhall had come in 1764, and evidently transformed it to an ordinary 
P.B. church. 

Isaac Hann is rather mysterious. The Loughwood records show 
he had been there lately as pastor, and imply also that he was 
living at Up Ottery, where a 'church had existed since 1655. The exact 
relation o.f the two places, and of him to· each, is not clear. 

Northampton is interesting. The Baptist church had broken up 
some time after 1748, and its house on the Green had been sold to the 
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Wesleyans. College Lane then. called a Baptist to the pastorate, 
Tolley; but it wa$ the appearance of John CoUett Ryland, the school. 
master from Warwick, which first put some real energy into it, and 
prinited a Baptist stamp upon it. 

83. MacGowan had been eight years at Devonshire Square, Booth 
five at, Prescot Street, Baskerville four at Limehouse. 

84. About 1772 JosiahThompson, late of Unicorn Yard, took a 
census of dissenting churches and ministers throughout England. He 
reckoned. nineteen churches within the walls, and 68 within the bills of 
mortality; but he made mistakes, putting Devonshire Square within the 
walls, and quite omitting two churches which had no pastors. He also 
copied the list of the AppwvedMinisters of the Three Denominations 
at Dr. Williams's Library, Red Cross Street, 'December 1772; and he 
supplemented it With some names of "eccentrick irregular Preachers" 
actually in charge. This valuable contemporary information is here 
digested and rearranged chronoJogical1y to match the list in note 50. 
General Baptist churches are marked *, ministers on the approved list t; 
additional information is bracketed. 

I. *Barbican, Aldersgate Street; [Charles] BUlkley.t 
2. *Pinners' Hall; [JoSeph] Brown.t 
3. Rosemary Branch Alley, Goodman's Fields; [Abraham] Booth.t 
5. Devonshire Square; Uohn] MacGowan.t 
8. Cripplegate; [John] Reynolds.t 

11. Ratcliff Street; Ende; [Church Lane, Whitechapel; John] 
Brittain·t 

12. Queen Street, Southwark; [W. Summers]. 
13. Mill Yard, Goodman's Fields Seventh Day; [Daniel] Noble.t 

"Ditto, Scot not in the list." [Of this church nothing else is 
known, except as in note 97.] 

[19. *Barbican, Aldersgate Street; Daniel Noble.t This church was 
not recognized by Thompson as a distinct organization; it 
shared' a building with 'I, and a minister with 13; b'ut it was 
the Glass.house church, which .hadmoved here in 1768, 
~bsorbing the former Barbican church, and with a remnant .of 
lease, running out' at Michaelmas 1777.] 

22. Unicorn Yard, Tooley Street; [William Nash] Cl3.rk.t 
23. Pinners' Hall. Dr. [Caleb] Fleming,t Presbyterian .. Uames Foster 

the Baptist had died 1753.] 
27. Cripplegate Seventh.day. [Samuel Stennett taking the morning 

service, but refusing to be pasto'r.] 
32. Rose Lane, Ratc1iff, or Limehouse; BaskervilIe. t 
34. Maze Pond, Southwark; [Benjamin] WalIin.t . 
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36. Petticoat Lane; [Christopher] Hall. 
38. [Sheer's, Alley had closed, but Thompson still catalogues, as having 

no settled c!>ngregation:] Russell.t 
40. Little Wild Street ; Dr. [Samuel] Stennett.t 
41. Pinner's Hall; Dr. [Joseph] Jeffries.t 
43. i[Grafton Street; Messer died June 1772.] 
44. {Carter Lane, Southwark; Gill died October 1771.] 
So. IEagle Street, Holborn; [Andrew] Gifford. 
,5 I. iSnow's Fields, Southwark Independent; not in the list. 
52. iLittle Aliff Street, Goodman's Fields; [WilIiam Dowars.] 
54. Gainsford Street, Black Fields; (John] Langford. 
~5., Red Cross Street; (John] Stevens excluded the list. 
56. Rotherhith Road [Greenwich; Richard] H utchin. ' 
57. Woolwich; [John] MacGregor.t 
59. Jewin Street; (John] Hughs. 

Battersey, Surrey, Independent; the mInIster Baptist [Brown?] 
Red Cross Street Independent [Meeting House Alley]; Thomas 

Craner, t Baptist: 
Bull and Mouth near Aldersgate Street, Sandemanian; [William 

Tolley, from Meeting House Alley, whither he came' from -
College Lane, Northampton] not in the list. 

[Joseph] J enkins. t 
(Josiah] Thompson.t 

Thus Thompson catalo'gued thirteen regular Baptist congregations 
in the cities of London and Westminster and the borough of Southwark; 
and eight eccentric irregular ones; besides a few others with[n the bills 

,of mortality. ' There were seventeen ministers who mutually approved 
on~ another, and eleven ,oothe'rs; three of the mutuals and one other 
were over General Baptist churches; that left fourteen P.B. ministers on 
the list and ten otherisi. Of these only Booth, Clatke, Reynolds, 
Stennett, Wallin, paid their subscriptions to. the Board for 1772, and 
bIlly MacGowan was hoped for in the draft list prepared toacknow­
ledge the subscriptions. Jenkins, Russel and Thompson were without 
pastoral charge'. ' 

85. This Particular Baptist church emerges first when Charles 
Rodgers went from Northampton in 1749~ It is not known what relation 
it bore to the G.B. church which flourished thel'e a century earlier, and, 
which was under Samuel Nea1 1751-1793. There was a young baker 
in Chatham, John KnOiJ:t, son of the General Baptist Elfiler at Eythorn; 
rand the people under the care of BrindIey were already attracting him, 
rather than Neale,'s church; in 1776 he did follow Brindley:' clearly 
there was need for the Board ,to enquire, for Knott seni<n', though 
evangelical, was in the New Connexion_ 
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, 86., ~Walfer Wilson does not record this episode. On the death of 
John Hughes in 1773, the, congregation would have neither Stevens 
nor Clarke nor three pedobaptist candidates, but \ chose a pedobapti'st) 
from Chatham. The result evidently was this secession. 

'87. "fenterden invited enquiry; -this church on High Street was 
P.R, but another organized in 1777, Honey Lane, proved to be 
Unitarian. The old G.B. regime in Kent and Sussex was breaking 
down, the Southern Association of the New Connexion was a fiascO', and 
so in '1779 a P.B. association was organized, which lasted till 1843. 

88. Rowles was perhaps pastor of Rotherhithe at this time, having 
succeeded Hutchins, compare note 84, chul'ch 56. But the dates of 
the changes are uncertain. 

89. No pages are missing, and there is nothing to suggest why nO' 
minute was made for five years. They were eventful enough:-1778 
Booth published his Apology, Stevens of Red Cross Street died, John 
Langford froom Blacks Fields succeeded Baskerville at Limehouse: 1779 
Pinners' Hall lease expired, and so did the church which held it, the 
church of the Hollis family and James }i"oster: 1780 MacGo·wan and 
Thompson died, Curriers' Hall Sabbatarian called to the mi.nistry Robert 
Burnside, a bachelor schoolmaster living in Snow's Fields, who took 
over the afternoon' service, Stennett continuing the morning: 1781 
Timothy Thomas settled at Devonshire Square, and Thomas Mabbot 
at Red Cross S~reet with the reconstructed church of Stevens: 1782 
Wallin died, LIewellyn next year. 

90. Dore was at Maze Pond: Powel was at a ~ew church in 
Great Mitchell Street, St., Luke's. 

91.' Tlie fourth Jose'ph Stennett, assistant to his father Samuel at 
Wild Street. This church had baptized Joseph Hughes in 1784, destined 
to bring Battersea thorooughly into the Baptist orbit, and to found two 
great societies. And in 1785 the church admitted John Thomas, who 
went to India as surgeon to the Governor.general, and urged the 
formation of a Missionary Society to the heathen. 

92. Thomas Hopkins from Frome had come to Eagle Street, where 
Gifford had died in 1785. There Wasl a Thomas Arnold who· between 
1794 and 1798 succeeded Michael Bligh at Sevenoaks. 

93. WillUim Nash Clarke, 1732.1795,' A.M. Proovidence 1769, acted 
as tutor for die P .B. Fund, both in London and in Exeter: a 
biography appeared Rippon ii. 272-280, with portrait. He is to be 
distinguished from :William Augustus Clarke of Red Cross Street. 

94.' Williams succeeded W. Nash Clarke at Unicorn Yard. 
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95. BulkIey was pastor of the .. White's Alley" G.B. church, now 
meeting in Worship Street: Dan Taylor had come in 1785 to Church 
Lane, Whitechapel, as CO-pastor with Brittain; that church rejoined the 
New Connexion next year. 

96. Hopkins died November 1787, Smith resigned Shrewsbury and 
was invited here 1788. 

97. The Mill Yard premises had been provided by the Trustees 
of Joseph Davis's Charity for the Arminian Seventh.day Baptists. 
These rented it out for Sunday use, at first to a Presbyterian congrega. 
tion; then to the old G.B. church from Virginia Street, which went' 
to Church Lane under Brittain. The church now in question seems to 
have been gathered by John Matlock, from Daventry; Pike has an 
account of the church wrong in two or three respects. Thomas Thomas 
was son of Timothy Thomas of Aberduar, according to his uncle 
Joshua; History of Welsh Association, 63, 69. He studied at Bristol, 
and settled at Pershore 1780. In 1787 he came tOo Mill Yard~ He stayed 
till his death in 1808, says Pike, who adds that after the fire which 
destroyed the meeting.house in 1790, this church went elsewhere; but 
Rippon called it still .. Mill Yard" in 1794 and 1798. 

In 1790 John Rippon began a Baptist periodical, and gave a census 
of !the churches and ministers; this was criticised, and revised. The 
corrected list shows the fOolIOowing Particular Baptist churches in and 
near London, those constituting the Fund printed in capitals:-

54. Black's Fields, Southwark; Michael Brown. 
73. Bow; John Knott senior. 
44. CARTER LANE, Southwark; John Rippon junior. 
77. Chapel Street [Southwark?] 
8. CRIPPLEGATE; John Reynolds. 

:Z7. CRIPiPLEGATE SEVENTH.DAY; Robert Burnside. 
61.. DEAN STREET, Southwark; William Button. 

s. DEVOI'fSHIRE SQUARE; Timothy Thomas. 
50. Eagle Street; WilIiam Smith. 
63. Ewer Street, Southwark; 

3. GOOD MAN'S FIELDS; Abraham Booth. 
43. GRAFTON STREET; John Martin. ' 
65. Great Ayliffe Street. 
72. Green Walk, [Blackfriars]; James Upton. 
56. Greenwich,. Kent; .. Richard H utchings. 
66. Hammersmith, Middlesex [Daniel GiIlard: diSSOlved, refounded 

1793.] 
78. Kingston, Surrey. 
67. Lincoln's Inn Fields. 



34. 

The Baptist Board Minutes 

MAZ~ POND, Southwark; James Dore. 
Mitchell Street; Thomas Powell. 
Piccadilly; JosephGwennap [1784-1798.] 
Red Cross Street; 
Snow's Fields, Southwark. 

52. Spitalfields [Little Alie Street.] 

22. 

40 . 

36. 
57. 
75· 

Staines, Middlesex; [Burnham left 1780.] 
UNICORN YARD, Southwark; Daniel Williams. 
WILD STREET; Dr. Stennet and Joseph Stennet. 
Windmill Hill, Moorfields; 
Woolwich First; Robert MacGregor. 
Woolwich Second; Adam Freeman. 

To these might be added:-

123 

Battersea 
1797; 

open-communion, under Brown; to be refounded in 
see Rippon iii. 34. 

7I. 
74· 
68. 
58. 

Clapham. 
Edward Street, Soho; Richard Burnham. 

"Fetter Lane; Abraham Austin. 
Glovers' Hall Scotch. 
Mill Yard; Thomas Thomas. 
Rotherhithe,' Jamaica Row; George Philips. 

Ana four General Baptist buildings may be counted:-
11. Church Lane, Whitechapel; Brittain and Taylor. 
12. Duke Street, Southwark; Edward Rowcliffe. 
13. Mill Yard Seventh-day; William Slater. 

I . Worship Street: Charles BulkIey. 
" ,,' Joseph Brown. 2. 

19· " " 
vacant 

98. John Penny was assistant to MacGregor of Woolwich. 

99. Thomas Sowerby had been called' to the ministry at Unicorn 
Yard in 1788. There was a ~endency now to have only pastors on 
the Board, but he did not settle with the infant society at Battle' 
Bridge, or King's Cross, till the begim;ling of 1794. 

, , 

100.. From Unieoorn Yard to Fairford; Hutchins followed next year. 

:101. This evening lecture was delivered in the Independent 
Meeting House near New Broad Street, where Dr. Stafford' was pastor. 
The subscribers and managers were different fro;m those who maintained 
the Tuesday Merchants' Lecture, which since the Pinners' Hall lease 
had expired, was also delivered here. For this latter, see Rippon iii. 231. 

'102., The London ministers had long combined to maintain a 
.. Monthly Meeting." Although it was suspended about 1739, according 
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to Cr05by, it flourished in, 1748; the list for that year is printed in 
Ivimey, iii. 276. At this period, the",arrangements seem to be just the 
same; to judge from the lists printed annually by Rippon. It is signifi. 
cant that when in December 1797 the messengers met to draw up the 
list for 1798, they were unable to find three ministers who would conduct 
service at Martin's meeting: next year his p~ce was dropped, and 
Newman's church at Bow replaced it. A specimen service was that 
held on Thursday March 21, 1-799, at the meeting.house in East Street, 
Walworth, at eleven o'clock. Thomas Thomas prayed, Robert Burn. 
Mlde preached, Dr. Rippon prayed, and Dr. Jenkins, pastor of the local 
church, concluded the service. The present temporary arrangement 
would be based on the same rota of ministers. 

103. Rance was ordained on 3 October 1798 over a church 
dismissed from Prescot Street, worship having been maintained in 
Hackney from November 1796. Coxhead was ordained in 30 October 
1800 over Wild Street. Rippon iii, 23, 244. 

104. Ashlin had built a new meeting.house "in Store Street, off 
Tottenham Court Road, and presented it to Martin's church, of which 
he was a member; Smith and his son.in-law Gutteridge belonged to. 
BOOIth's church; so that the peace-makers seemed well qualified. They 
failed utterly, and those who read Martin's statement as quoted in 
lvimey, iv, 345-349, wiII see how difficult most people found him to work' 
with. 

105. Rippon ceased publishing his Register with number 41, 
January I, 1803. He had great visions of other works,but t,he only 
book which really appeared was his Selection o.f Hymns. Thus for a 
few years there was no Particular Baptist periO<dical, but with 1809 
Thomas Smith of Tiverton enlisted thirty contributors and began the 
",Baptist Magazine"; after three years he shifted to London, where' 
Joseph Ivimey of Eagle Street had published a History of the Baptists 
to 1700, and was preparing a second volume with notices of the churches 
an'd lead-ers in the same 'period. But for the period 1803.1809 there is 
no contemporary periodical, whence to draw notes. 

106.. This minute has been altered two or three times, and the 
final annotator appended a note:-" N.B. J. B. Shenston was not 
reported, having (as a General Baptist) been a member of the' General 
Body in ,1800." This annotator has altered the original records also 
in' 1808, 1810, 1817, 1820, and 1830, making the'whole to be consis­
tently wrong. That the original entry here was of William Shenstone 
appears from the fact that John Brittain Shenstone was a General 
'Baptist till Ladyday 1809, as is shown by his being then dismissed from. 
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the pastorate of Gravel Lane New Connexion church (formerly the 
Duke Street, Park; now the Borough Road) on the ground of his 
tturning Calvinist. That accords with the fact that in January 18 IO a 
s'eoond Mr. Shenstone was admitted here. ButWilliam Shenstone was 
always Calvinist; originally a member of Eagle Street, in 1798 re· 
opening Little Alie Street, as Rippon recorded at the time. There is 
I1JO difficulty in believing that he was admitted here in 1805, along with 
James Upton ,who had been at Blackfriars even longer. The reason 
for the action of this Society in 18IO was that the name would nOl 
longer be vouched for by the General Baptists, and would need fresh 
sponsors. 

107. The name John is written over an erasure. it probably read 
originally William. 

108. Waters had been ordained in July over Wild Street. The 
secretary bad not seen any incongruity in sending him to the committee 
ia ,1808 before he was. a member here. 

(og. The annotator who has been so busy erasing, scratched out 
the original Christian name, substituting Wm, and adding the note:­
.. John had been as a G. Baptist Minister a Member from 1800 was 
reed. here March 5. 1805. This is WilIiam Shenston. See p. 160," 
namely the entry of May 5, 1805 as falsified by himself. 

110. Austin had been pastor of Fetter Lane about twenty years. 
WilIiam Bradley was at Hackney 1808.1810. 

I [I. There is no more' mention of the Academy at Stepney, to 
IWiticjh 'N,(ewman had just been appointed, than of the precedin~ 
Education Society: much less did s,uch provincial enterprises as the 
B;M.S. or the Baptist Magazine call for notice here. ' 

112. WilIiam Stephens had left Prescot Street, and was ordained 
ia February over the new church at Manchester, New York Street. The 
seceders to Artillery St., after their rebuff here, found a pastor in a 
'Mr. Young from Edinburgh. The ordination was on 16 April 1813, by 
Thomas Smith, Shenstone, Ivimey, Austin. Smith is aggressive in 
recording the fact, just after the paragraph as to the ordination of 
Griffin at Prescot St., on the same day. But he never again refers to 
either the church or the man; nor does Ivirney allude to either in his 
history. . 

113.' Thomas Smith had removed from Tiverton to London, where 
he not only edited but printed and published the" Baptist Magazine." 
In September [8[2 news had arrived of the fire at SIeJrampore~' a meeting I 

of the H.M.S. in June had already awakened London to take some 
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interest in Foreign Missions, and ferm auxiliaries at Maze Pend. The 
country ministers had alsOo been urging fm: a year that there shOould 
be a more general UniOon of the Particular Baptist churches, and there. 
fore this SOociety .. ef the pastors of 17 churches, and ether ministering 
brethren" a.ppointed a committee tOo arrange. On 25 June, 1812, the 
day after the B.M.S. sermons, a :meeting was held at Carter Lane with 
Rippon in the chair, when the Baptist Union was erganized, with this 
Seciety as a committee till 25 June 1813 when the first meeting was 
to be held. It is extraordinary that this minute book is perfectly silent 
as to this; fortunately Smith' now registered such affairs fully and 
promptly in his magazine. 

114. John Cole was ordaixied first minister on S November 1813. 
The annetator says of Kingsford .. He ~ a Member of the General 
Body as a. General Bap. 1802." The list of 1817 omits him altogether. 
Th~ list of 1820 calls him J oseph Kingsford, stationed at Battersea 
Fields, living in Savage Gardens. The annotator who has done so 
much mischief by altering and erasing, substituted" John" for Joseph. 
The early minutes ef the Battersefl church are lost, but it is knOlWn that 
some Oof the earliest memhers came from Ports ea, and that John 
Kingsford from Kent drew eff the evangelicals from the old G.B. 
church there, organizing a New Connexion church in 1801; this obscure 
Battersea man may be a member of his family, assisting Hughes. 
The list of 1830 calIs him JOohn., 

115. According tOo the Baptist Magazine for 1812, page 358, Ivimey 
was joinf.secretary 'even then, and the new book with its list of 
Secretaries drawn up by Ivimey himself appears tOo have given 1812; 
but Shenston altered the 'date to corr,espond with this minute, and 
interpolated that Thomas Thomas had acted previous,ly. Button had 
resigned the pastorate of Dean Street in 1813, his book business needing 
more attention: Hoby succeeded Dore at Maze Pond at the end of 
1814. "Ihis Young is not the pastor of Artillery St., but the tutor at 
Stejmey Academy, Solomon Young, who had been pastor at Olney 
and Truro. An annoitator of the index in this book has however 
confounded hini. with a third man, William Young, pastor of Alfred 
Place 1821.1874, who joined only in 1828. I 

116. Samuel Bligh had been pastor at Waltham Abbey and at 
Potter's Bar. 

117. John Edwards came from Accrington to, Wild Street. Waters 
had gone to Pershore. 

118. George Pritchard had been at Shouldham Street since 1813, 
and succeeded Martin at Keppel Street in 1817. 
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119. Thus 'the impulse was given which led to the founding in the 
same year of the Society for the Relief of Aged and Infirm Protestant 
Dissenting Ministers, with Gurney,. Gutteridge, Hughes, and Newman 
on the committee. 

120. On 25 December, W. BelsJ:1er late of Worcester, was ordained 
over this church of Burton Street, .which had been formed on 17 

September 1817 by the dismission of 31 members from Keppel Street. 
Shenston blundered in making up the list of 1820; some corrector has \ 
put it right, and inserted here the Christian name. 

121. A blank page follows, then the new rules in the handwriting 
of new secretary A, annotated and altered by C. New secr,etary B wrote 
half the minutes on April 25 and kept on till September, after which 
neither entez:ed anything for 26 months,when A began again. A study 

. of many phenomena suggests that A is Pritchard, B is W. Shenston, 
C is J.' B. Shenston. 
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REPORT for 1917. 

T HE tenth year of the Society's existence has seen its 
work carried steadily forward. . The Transactions were 
published in a single issue, thus effecting a slight 

econo~y in distribution expenses: appreciative reviews have 
appeared in the Tim·es, the English Historical Review, the 
American Historical Review, the American Journal of Theology. 
Enquiri~s continue to come from·. all quarters, including 
Sweden and America, and in every case the enquirers have 
been aided with information which otherwise would have . 
been unattainable . 

. The printing of. the Bibliography is proceeding more 
. slowly than last year, but your Committee hopes that the 
second volume will be available about the end of 1918. The 
Transactions appearing this spring will again be a double. 
number of 128 pages, containing a large variety of original 
records and of articles by many contributors. Other students 
are at work on other topics, so that members may be assured 
of good issues next year. . 

Your Committee deplores the loss' from its ranks of the·· 
Rev. John Haslam! D.V., F.R.Hist.S~,· whose knowledge of 
Yorkshire was miriute; also from the Society of the Rev. 1. 
W olfenden, D.D., with experience in America and Australia.. 
It welcomes the accession of members from the Strict Baptists, 
whose history till a century ago was so closely interwoven; 
and it looks forward to enrolling others of yet other com­
munions, and other countries. 

. GEO. P. GOULD. 
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