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PREFACE.

WHEN the reader re-
ceives this number of
the magazine, the
Editor hopes to be
travelling along the
Corniche Road, which
in some places winds
its wondrous way far
above the sea. One
gazes down from
above, and draws his
breath. During the
past year we have
often had to look
down from the royal
road of the truth upon
those craggy paths
which others have
chosen, which we fear
will lead them to de-
struction. We have
had enough of 7%he
Down-@Grade for our-
selves when we have
looked down upon it.
What havoc false doe-
trine is making no
tongue can tell. As-
suredly the New The-
ology can do no good
towards God or man ;
1t has no adaptation
for it. If it were
preached for a thou-
sand years by all the
most earnest men of
the school, it would
never renew a soul,
nor overcome pride in
a single human heart.
We look down inlo
the abyss of error,
and it almost makes
our head swim to
think of the perilous
descent ; but the rond
of the gospel, to which
we hope to keep by
divine grace, is a safe
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and happy way. Ob, that all would travel it! Oh, that our earnest plead-
ings, which have brought upon our devoted head so much of obloquy, would
recall the churches to the good old way !

Many of the papers in this volume have been reprinted, because friends
have thonght them specially nseful, and many more have been translated to
other magazines, which annexation we accept as a compliment, even where
the name of The Sword and the Trowel has been inadvertently omitted. At
the same time, borrowed articles should be acknowledged as distinctly as
possible, and the paper in which they first appear should have the credit of
them. In America, in all sorts of newspapers and magazines, we find pieces of
our work, and we think, therefore, that our subscribers are not badly catered
for.

Our band of friends and helpers has suffered serious diminution by death
during the last few months. The gaps in our ranks are many and wide. We
earnestly pray that others may be moved to take the places of those who have
gone home. Of course, our unflinching faithfulness may have driven away a few
friends, though we are sure it has brought us more. Hitherto nothing has
flagged. The Orpbanage, and its half a thousand children, has had its table
always supplied ; the College has gone on educating men to preach the faith
once delivered to the saints; the Evangelists have travelled from place to
place, and God has made them as clouds that water the earth ; the Colporteurs
have kept steadily to their useful toil; and Mrs. Spurgeon’s Book Fund has
stocked poor ministers’ libraries in thousands of cases. To a large extent,
these works are kept going by the generosity of friends who read the weekly
sermons and The Sword and the Trowel. Thunks, hearty and many, to them
all for their loving aid. They would do us great service if they could increase
the nnmber of our subscribers, by inducing friends to take in the magazine.
Ask them to begin in January.

The sword and trowel have both been used this year with all our might.
We have bailt up the wall of the city, and we have tried to smite the King’s
enemies How could we help it ? No Joyal soldier could endure to see his
Lord’s cause so grievously wronged by traitors. Something will come of the
struggle over The Down-Grade. The Lord has designs in connection there-
with which his adversaries little dream of. Meanwhile, it behoves all who
love the Liord Jesus and his gospel to keep close together, and make common
canse against deadly error. There are thousands who are of one mind in the
Lord ; let them break through all the separating lines of sect, and show their
unity in Christ, both by prayer and action. Especially do we beg for the
fervent prayers of all the faithfal in Christ Jesus.

If our readers have hitherto counted us worthy, we again beg for their
loving, practical sympathy, as we have enjoyed it these many years. The
relationship between us and many of our readers is such as will outlast
life iteelf. Very tenderly have our friends loved us. In the cup of human
sympathy our God has brought us draughts of heavenly consolation. The
Lord recompense our faithfal helpers, and grant them mercy in that day !

So prays the reader’s willing servant,
C. H. SPURGEON.
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SWORD AND THE TROWEL.

JANUARY, 1887.

Al of Brace.

NOTES OF A SERMON DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON THE NIGHT
BEFORE HIS GOING ABROAD.

‘“For by grace are yo saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift
of God.”—Ephesians ii. 8.

2D |F the things which I have spoken unto you these many years
f this is the sum. Within the circle of these words my

theology is contained, so far as it refers to the salvation of
é | men. I rejoice also to remember that those of my family
== who were ministers of Christ before me preached this doc-
trine, and none other. My father, who is still able to bear his personal
testimony for his Lord, knows no other doctrine, neither did his father
before him. )

I am led to remember this by the fact that a somewhat singular cir-
cumstance, recorded in my memory, connects this text with myself and
my grandfather. It is now long years ago. I was announced to preach
in a certain counfry town in the Eastern Counties. It doesnot often
happen to me to be behind time, for I feel that punctuality is one of
those little virtues which may prevent great sins. But we have no
control over railway delays, and break-downs ; and so it happened that
I reached the appointed place considerably behind the time. Like
seosible people, they had begun their worship, and had proceeded as far
ag the sermon. As I neared the chapel, I perceived that some one was in
the pulpit preaching, and who should the preacher be but my dear and
venerable grandfather? He saw me as I came in at the front door and
made ny way up the aisle, and ab once he said, * Here comes my grand-
son! He may preach the gospel better than I can, but he cannot preach
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a better gospel ; can you, Charles?” As I made my way through the
throng, I answered, “ You can preach better than I can. Pray go on.”
But he would not agree to tka¢, I must take the sermon, and so I did,
going on with the subject there and then, just where he left off.
‘There,” said he, ‘“I was preaching on ¢ For by grace are ye saved.’
I have been setting forth the source and fountain-head of salvation ;
and I am now showing them the channel of it, through faith.” Now
you take it up, and go on.” I am so much at home with these glorious
truths that I could not feel any difficulty in taking from my grandfather
the thread of his discourse, and joining my thread to it, so as to
continue withoat a break. Our agreement in the things of God made
it easy for us to be joint-preachers of the same discourse. I went
on with “throngh faith,” and then I procceded to the next point,
““and that not of yourselves.” TUpon this I was explaining the
weakness and inability of human nature, and the certainty that sal-
vation could not be of ourselves, when I had my coat-tail pulled, and
my well-beloved grandsire took his turn again. When I spoke of our
depraved human nature, the good old man said, “ I know most about
that, dear friends”; and so he took up the parable, and for the next five
minutes set forth a solemn and humbling description of our lost estate,
the depravity of our nature, and the spiritual death under which we
were found. When he had said his say in a very gracious manner, his
grandson was allowed to go on again, to the dear old man’s great
delight ; for now and then he would say, in a gentle tome, * Good!
Good!” Once he said, ““ Tell them that again, Charles,” and of course
I did tell them ?Zkat again. It was a happy exercise to me to take my
share in bearing witness to truths of such vital importance, which are
so deeply impressed upon my heart. While announcing this text I,
seem to hear that dear voice, which has been so long lost to earth, saying
to me, “TELL THEM THAT AGAIN.” I am not contradicting the testi-
mony of forefathers who are now with God. If my grandfather could
return to earth, he wonld find me where he left me, steadfast in the faith,
and true to that form of doctrine which was once delivered to the saints.

I preach the doctrines of grace because I believe them to be true ;
hecause I see them in the Scriptures; because my experience endears
them to me ; and because I see the holy result of them in believers. I
confess they are none the less dear to me because the advanced school
despises them : I should never think it a recommendation of a doctrine
that it was new. Those trutha which have enlightened so many ages
appear to me to be ordained to remain throughout eternity. The
doctrine which I preach to you is that of the Puritans: it is the doctrine
of Calvin, the doctrine of Aungustine, the doctrine of Paul, the doctrine
of the Holy Ghost. The Author and Finisher of our faith himself
tanght most blessed truth which well agreed with our text. The doctrine
of grace is the substance of the testimony of Jesus.

I shall handle the text briefly, by way of making a few statements,
The first statement is clearly contained in the text :—

THERE IS PRESENT BALVATION.

The apostle says, * Ye are saved.” Not ‘“yeshall be,” or “ye may be ;
but “ ye aresaved.” Hesaysnot, “ye are partly saved,” or “in the way



ALl: OF GRACE. 5

to being saved,” or ‘ hopeful of salvation;” but, “By grace are ye
saved.” Let us be as clear on this point as he was, and let us never
rest till we know that we are saved. At this moment we are either
saved or unsaved. That is clear. To which class do we belong? I
hope that, by the witness of the Holy Ghost, we may be so assaored of
our safety as to sing, “The Lord is my strength and my song ; he
also is become my salvation.”
Upon this I will not linger, but pass on to note the next point.

A PRESENT SALVATION MUST BE THROUGH GRACE.

If we cansay of any man, or of any set of people, “Ye are saved,”
we shall have to preface it with the words, “ By gracc.” There is no
.other present salvation except that which begins and cnds with grace.
As far as I know, I do not think that any.one in the wide world pre-
tends to preach or to possess a present salvation, except those who
believe salvation to be all of grace. No one in the Church of Rome
.claims to be now saved—completely and eternally saved. Such a pro-
fession would be heretical. Some few Catholics may hope to enter
heaven when they die, but the most of them have the miserable prospect
.of purgatory before their eyes. We see constant requests for prayers
for departed souls, and this would not be if those souls were saved, and
glorified with their Saviour. Masses for the repose of the soul indicate
the incompleteness of the salvation which Rome has to offer. Well
may it be so, since Papal salvation is by works, aud even if salvation
by good works were possible, no man can ever be sure that he has
performed enough of them to secure his salvation.

Among those who dwell around us we find many who are altogether
strangers to the doctrine of grace, and these never dream of present
salvation. Possibly they trust that they may be saved when they die :
they half hope that, after years of watchful holiness, they may, perhaps,
be saved at last ; but, to be saved now, and to know that they are saved,
is quite beyond them, and they think it presumption.

"T'here can be no present salvation unless it be upon this footing—
“ By grace are ye saved.”” It is a very singular thing that no one has
risen up to preach a present salvation by works. I suppose it would be
too absurd. The works being unfinished, the salvation would be in-
complete ; or, the salvation being complete, the main motive of the
legalist would be gone.

Sulvation must be by grace. If man be lost by sin, how can he be
saved except through the grace of God ? If he has sinned, he is con-
demned ; and how can he, of himself, reverse that condemnation ?
Suppose that he should keep the law all the rest of his life, he will then
-only have done what he was always bound to have done, and he will
still be an unprofitable servant. What is to become of the past ? How
can old sins be blotted out? How can the old ruin be retrieved ?
According to Scripture, and according to common-sense, salvation cai
ouly be through the free favour of God.

Salvation wn the present lense must be by the free favowr of God.
Persons may contend for salvation by works, but you will not hear any-
one support his own argument by saying, “I am mysclf saved by
what 1 have done.”” That would be a superfluity of nanghtiness to
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which few men would go. Pride could hardly compass itself about with
such extravagant boasting. No, if we are now saved, it must be by the
free favour of God. No one professes to be an example of the opposite
view.

Salvation to be complele must be by free favour. The saints, when they
come to die, never conclude their lives by hoping in their good works.
Those who have lived the most holy and nseful lives invariably look to
free grace in their final moments. I never stood by the bedside of a
godly man who reposed any confidence whatever in his own prayers, or
repentance, or religiousness. Ihave hieard eminently holy men quoting in
death the words < Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” In
fact, the nearer men come to heaven, and the more prepared they are for
it, the more simple is their trust in the merit of the Lord Jesus, and the
more intensely do they abhor all trust in themselves. If this be the
case in our last moments, when the conflict is almost over, much more
ought we to feel it to be so while we are in the thick of the fight. If a
man be completely saved in this present time of warfare, how can it be
except by grace 7 While he has to mourn over sin that dwelleth in
him, while he has to confess innumerable shortcomings and transgres-
sions, while sin is mixed with all he does, how can he believe that he
is completely saved except it be by the free favour of God ?

Paul speaks of this salvation as belonging to the Ephesians—* By
grace are ye saved.” The Ephesians had been given to curious arts
and works of divination. They had thus made a covenant with the
powers of darkness. Now, if such as these were saved, it must be by
grace alone. So is it with us also : our original condition and character
render it certain that, if saved at all, we mnst owe it to the free favour
of God. T know it is so in my own case ; and I believe the same rule
holds good in the rest of believers.

This is clear enough, and so I advance to the next observation :

PRESENT SALVATION BY GRACE MUST BE THROUGH FAITH.

A present salvation must be through grace, and salvation by grace
must be through faith. You cannot get a hold of salvation by grace by
any other means than by faith. This live coal from off the altar needs
the golden tongs of faith with which to carry it. I suppose that it.
might have been possible, if God had so willed it, that salvation might
have been through works, and yet by grace ; for if Adam had perfectly
obeyed the law of God, still he would only have done what he was bound
to do; and so, if God should have rewarded him, the reward.itselt'
must have been according to grace, since the Creator owes nothing to
the creature. This would have been a very difficult system to work,
while the object of it was perfect ; but in our case it would not work
at all. Salvation in our case means deliverance from guilt and ruin,
and this could not have been laid hold of by a measure of good works,
since we are not in a condition to perform any. Suppose I had to
preach that you as sinners must do certain works, and then you would be
gaved ; and suppose that you could perform them ; such a salvation
would not then have been seen to be altogether of grace ; it would have
soon appeared to be of debt. Apprehended in such a fashion, it
would have come to you in some measurc as the reward of work
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done, and its whole aspcct would have been changed. Salvation by
grace can ooly be gripped by the hand of faith : the attempt to lay
hold upon it by the doing of certain acts of law would cause the grace to
evaporate. “Therefore it is of faith that it might be by grace.”
“It by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no
more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace : otherwise
work 18 no more work.”

Some try to lay hold upon salvation by grace through the use of
ceremonies ; but it will not do. You are christened, confirmed, and
caused to receive “the holy sacrament ” from priestly hands : does this
bring you salvation ? I ask you, “ Have you salvation ?”” You dare
not say “yes.” If you did claim salvation of a sort, yet I am sure it
would not be in your minds salvation by grace; for those who are most
addicted to the performance of outward rites are usually the last persons
to enjoy any assurance of being saved by grace : they do not even look
for such a thing. The more they multiply their rites and cercmonies,
the more they quit the notion of grace, and the more they lose the true
idea of salvation.

Again, you cannot lay hold upon salvation by grace through your
feelings. The hand of faith is constructed for the grasping of a present
salvation by grace, but feeling is not adapted for that end. If you go
about to say, “I must feel that I am saved. I must feel so much
sorrow and so much joy, or else I will not admit that I am saved,” you
will find that this method will not answer. As well might you hope to
see with your ear, or taste with your eye, or hear with your nose, as to
believe by feeling : it is the wrong organ. After you have believed,
you can enjoy salvation by feeling its heavenly influences; but to dream
of getting a grasp of it by your own feelings is as foolish as to attempt
to bear away the sun-light in the palm of your hand, or the breath of
heaven between the lashes of your eyes. There is an essential absurdity
in the whole affair,

Moreover, the evidence yielded by feeling is singularly fiekle. When
your feelings are peaceful and delightful, they are soon broken in upon,
and become restless and melancholy. The most fickle of elements, the
most, feeble of creatures, the most contemptible of circumstances, may
sink or raise our spirits: experienced men come to think less and less
of their present emotions as they reflect upon the little reliance which
can be safely placed upon them. Faith receives the statement of God
concerning his way of gracious pardon, and thus it brings salvation to
the man believing ; but feeling, warming under passionate appeals,
yielding itself deliriously to a hope which it dares not examine, whirling
round and round in a sort of dervish damce of excitement which has
become necessary for its own sustaining, is all on a stir, like the troubled
sea which cannot rest. From its boilings and ragings, feeling is apt to
drop to lukewarmness, despondency, despair, and all the kindred evils.
Feelings are a set of cloudy, windy phenomena which cannot be trnsted
in reference to the elernal verities of God.

We now go a step further.

SALVATION BY GRACE, THROUGH FAITH, IS NOT OF OURSELVES.

The salvation, aud the faith, and the whole gracious work together,
are not of ourselves.
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Tirst, they are not of our former deservings : they are not the reward
of former good endeavours. No unregenerate person has lived so well
that God is bound to give him further grace, and to bestow on him
cternal life ; clse it were no longer of grace, but of debt. Salvation is
given fo us, not carned by us. Our first life is always a wandering away
from God, and our new life of return to God is always a work of
undeserved mercy, wrought upon those who greatly need, but never
deserve it.

It is not of ourselves, in the further scuse, that it is nof out of our
original excellence. Salvation comes from above; it is never evolved
from within. Can eternal life be evolved from the bare ribs of death ?
Some dare to tell us that faith in Christ, and the new birth, are only
the developmeut of good things that lay hidden in us by nature ; but
in this, like their father, they speak of their own. Sirs, if an heir of
wrath is left to be developed, lie will become more and more fit for the
place prepared for the devil and his angels! You may take the unre-
gencrate man, and educate him to the highest; but he remains, and
must for ever remain, dead in sin, unless a higher power shall come in
to save him from himself Grace brings into the heart an entirely
foreign element. It dees not improve and perpetuate ; it kills and
makes alive. There is no continuity between the state of nature and the
state of grace : the one is darkness, and the other is light; the one is
death, and the other is life. Grace, when it comes unto us, is like a
firebrand dropped into the sea, where it would certainly be quenched
were it not of such a miraculous quality that it baffles the water-floods,
and sets ap its reign of fire and light even in the depths.

Salvation by grace, through faith, is not of ourselves in the sense of
being the result of our own power. We are bound to view salvation as
being as surely a divine act as creation, or providence, or resurrection.
At every point of the process of salvation, this word is appropriate—
“not of yourselves.” From the first desire after it to the full reception
of it by faith, it is evermore of the Lord alone, and not of ourselves.
The man believes, but that belief is only one result among many of the
implantation of divine life within the man’s soul by God himself.

Even the very will thus to be saved by grace is not of ourselves, but
is the gift of God. There lies the stress ot the question. A man ought
to believe in Jesus : it is his duty to receive him whom God hath set
forth to be a propitiation for sins. But man will not believe in Jesus,
he prefers anything to faith in his Redeemer. Unless the Spirit of God
convinces the judgment, and constrains the will, man has no heart to
believe in Jesus unto eternal life. I ask any saved man to look back
upon his own conversion, and explain how it came about. You turned
to Christ, and believed on his name : these were your own acts and
deeds. But what caused you thus to turn? What sacred force was
that which turned you from sin to righteousness? Do you attribute
this singular renewal to the existence of a something better in you than
has been yet discovered in your unconverted neighbour ? No, you co
fess that you might have been what he now is if it had not been that
there was a potent something which touched the spring of your will,
enlightened your understanding, and guided you to the fuot of the cross.
Gratefully we confess the fact; it must be go. Salvation by grace,
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through faith, is not of ourselves ; and none of us will dream of taking
any honour to oursclves from our conversion, or from any gracious
cffect which has flowed from the first divine cause.

Last of all,

“BY GRACE ARE YE SAVED THROUGH FAITH; AND THAT NOT OF
YOURSELVES : IT IS THE GIFT oF (ioD.”

Salvation may be called, Z%eodora, or God’s gift : and each saved soul
may be surnamed Dorothea, which is another form of the same expres-
sion. Multiply your phrases, and expand your cxpositions ; but salva-
tion truly traced to its well-head is all contained in the gift unspealkable,
the free, unmeasured benison of love.

Salvation is the gift of God, in opposition fo « wage. When a man
pays another his wage, he does what is right ; and no one dreams of
belauding him for it. But we praise God for salvation because it is
not the payment of debt, but the gift of grace. No man enters eternal
life on earth, or in heaven, as his due : it is the gift of God. We say,
“ Nothing is freer than a gift.” Salvation is so purely, so absolutely a
gift of God, that nothing can be more frec. God gives it because he
chooses to give it, according to that grand text which has made many
a man bite his lip in wrath, ‘I will have mercy on whom I will have
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.”
You are all guilty, and condemned; and the Great King pardons whom
he wills from among you. This is his royal prerogative. He saves in
infinite sovereignty of grace. At the same time the Lord himself
declares that ‘ Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved.” This wide statement in no degree conflicts with the state-
ment that none receive this salvation except as a gift. You must
stand obliged to God’s mercy for it, or else die without it. To pretend
a right to'it will be to insult God, whose heart is set upon the exercise
of his free bounty. He will not barter and bargain with you. So
much grace for so many tears, so much mercy for so much repentance,
so much love for so many works ! The idea is contcmptible. Salvation
is not in the market except on these express terms—** Without money
and without price.” Freely may you be saved if you will cast out of
your soul the last thought of making God your debtor.

Salvation is the gift of God : that is to say, completely so, in opposition
lo the notion of growth. Salvation is not a natural production from
within: it is brought from a foreign zone, and planted within the
heart by heavenly hands. Salvation is in its entircty a gift from
God. If thou wilt have it, there it is, complete. Wilt thou have
it as a perfect gift? “No, I will produce it in my own workshop.”
Thou canst not forge a work so rarc and costly, upon which cven
Jesus spent his life’s blood. Here is a garment without seam,
woven from the top throughout. It will cover thee and make thee
glorious. Wilt thou have it ? ““No, I will sit at the loom, and I will
weave a raiment of my own!” Proud fool that thou art! Thou
spinnest cobwebs. Thou weavest a dream. Oh, that thou wouldst
freely take what Christ upon the cross declared to be finished.

It is the gift of God : that is, #¢ is efernally secure, in opposilion o
the gifts of men, which soon pass away. “Not as the world giveth,
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give I unto you,” says our Lord Jesus. If my Lord Jesus gives you
salvation at this moment, you have ¢t, and you have it for ever, He will
never take it back again; and if he does not take it from you, who can ?
If he saves you now through faith, you are saved—so saved that
you shall never perish, ncither shall any pluck you out of his hand.

Hobe 15 QL

OULD I command the boundless lore
Of human and angelic speech ;
And, on the wings of language, soar
To heights nor men nor angels reach—
Entranced, my flight would only prove
That words are empty withont love.

If I could grasp the subtle thought
Each mind has cherished or revealed ;
And hold the key the sages sought
-Till prophecy its secrets yield :
And if my faith conld mounntains move,
My gain were nothing, failing love.

Shonld thounght enrobe itself in deeds ;
And I should consecrate my store
To satisfy each sufferer’s needs,
Or solace grief, or bless the poor—
No record would be made above
Of deeds which lack the soul of love.

Shounld I a fall snrrender make
Of self, and all I count most dear,
And burn, a martyr, at the stake,
‘Without the tremor of a fear—
From darkened skies no heaven-sent dove
Would cheer me, shonld I fail in love.

As God is love, love must be all—
Heav'n’s choicest gem, earth’s brightest crown ;
Then, till our breath he shall recall,
And bid us lay life’s labour down,
Wherever we may rest or rove,
Let words and thoughts and deeds be love.

When dawns the glad eternal day,
And God hath perfected his plan ;
Tove all our powers shall bathe and sway,
And glory crown what grace began—
Where saints and angels ever prove
The blissful ministry of love.
V. J. CHARLESWORTH,
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“From this Buy will § Bless Pon.”

BY 0. A. DAVIS.

GOD'S blessings are not so rare as to make the day on which they
come stand out from the rest like an oasis in the desert. Every
day the Lord appears to be anew beginning to bless us. The life
of man is a garden of the fruits and flowers of divine love ; and in this
garden each plant bears its fruit every month. Evermore “ He maketh
hig sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just
and on the unjust.” Every moment of time is made to serve as the
date of a thousand acts of grace. Some do not perceive that God is
always blessing them. The finger cannot find the iron filings in the
sand where the magnet will detect them; the unthankful heart sees no
mercy where a gratefal soul can discover nothing else but mercy. The
way in which blessing is received goes far to determine whether it shall
prove a blessing or not. The same wind speeds the ships in different
directions, according to the position of their sails: the same advantages
will accelerate the progress of men towards heaven or destraction, ac-
cording to the attitude they themselves assume. It is solemn as well
ag delightful to live under continual influences from God : responsibility
is involved equally with privilege.

When God, however, indicates an epoch, and says, *“ From this day
will I bless you,” something beyond the ordinary run of divine benefi-
cence must be inlended. If blessing is now to become so positive in
character that what has gone before is no blessing in comparison—if
the light is to be divided from the darkness, and yet the darkness
behind was radiant with constellations of heavenly grace—the coming
day must be a warm noontide of joy. This is what we want. Much
has been given, but we are ambitious of more. With our backs to the
starlight, and our faces to the sunrise, how gladly will we set out on the
year’s journey !

Bul what s to mark the specially happy day that initsates the delight-
Jul change 2 'We reply, the subordination of even lawful affairs to the
supreme matters which concern our labour for God. The day referred to
by Haggai was that which saw the foundation of the temple laid. Ea-
forced captivity was at an end, and for a considerable period the
returned Jews had occupied themselves in bnilding and fortifying their
own dwellings, while the temple lay waste, God’s house might wait
their convenience. They sought first “ these things,” and expected the
kingdom of God and his righteousness to be added unto them. Iamine
brought them to their senses: they cleared the rubbish from the sacred
site, and the laying of the foundation-stone of the temple was made the
starting-point of new prosperity. The temple grew, and the blessing
of God grew with it. The people were diligent in labour, God abounded
in grace. In the shrine they erected he descended to dwell; under the
shadow of his temple their homes enjoyed immunity from evil. So
it will be with us. If, in this time of gracious visitation, we take
up God’s work with sevenfold zeal and prayerfulness, * from this day
will God bless us”: if any among us consecrate themselves irrevocably
this day unto the Lord, body, soul, and spirit, from this day will they
be blessed.
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Is nol God's favour aftractive enough to cause us one and all lo set
apart a day for special prayer to obtawn ¢ ? Shall we not allow our
souls a season of such close neighbourhood with God as to hallow oux
whole after-life? I confess to an intense longing that this should be
the experience of us all, a sacred avarice possessing us till we have
become enriched with all the fulness of God. Dear friends, what is the
response of your hearts ? What say you to a personal day of prayer;
known only to yourself? Fix it, and heartily observe it.

“Bless ” is an affectionate word : it sounds like music on the lips of
God—** T will bless you.” We would live in the light of the smile with
which the Father makes the gladdening revelation. Is thine eye on us,
O God, as thou utterest this gospel ? Pass us not by in thy progress of
mercy. Is there any Esau amongst us, who exclaims, as he contem-
plates the portion of the children of God, ¢ Bless me, even me, also”?
Let him not be dismayed. God is wealthier than Isaac. He can bless
Jacob and Esau too; and can give the blessing of the firstborn to both.
The bestowment of one portion does not empty his treasury. The
beneficence of God embraces all the hungering and thirsting : nay, “ He
is found of them that songht him not, and made manifest to them that
asked not after him.” Dear friend, if thou obtainest pardon at his
hand, all thy succeeding days will be a commentary on this word—

“FroM THIS DAY wiLL I BLESS YoUu.”

No sweeter word can you have as your New Year's portion. Dear
reader, will you take it to yourself by the grasp of faith, and press it
to your bosom by the two hands of prayer ? Be this for all Sword and
Trowel subscribers the special sentence from the mouth of the Lord to
be pleaded at the mercy-seat, and relied upon in daily life !

The Gigsier' Friend of Fifty Pears Jgo.

BY PASTOR H. O. MACKEY, PECKHAM.

D UCH interest has been awakened in modern times in the wander-

ing tribes of gipsies who live in England. Schemes for their
physical comfort, their mental uplifting, and their spiritual enlightening,
have, thanks to Mr. George Smith, of Coalville, and others, been
devised of late years ; and these attempts at their improvement have
been followed with considerable success. But, whilst we gladly acknow-
ledge this, we must not forget the pioneers in this work, the men who,
in a time of indifference, If not opposition, to any such efforts, still
bravely persevered in their endeavours to elevate this degraded and
despised race. A handred years ago little was known by the Christian
church of these tribes of wanderers, and even less of concern was felt
in their temporal and spiritual welfare. It may not be without benefit,
therefore, if we tell briefly the story of the early attempts which one
devoted man made to elevate them, and bring them to a knowledge of
God’s salvation.

In 1774, at the town of Wilton, in Wiltshire, was born, on the 13th
of April, James Crabb, the third son of a clothier in extensive business
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there. Ile is said to have been of an ardent character, with much
reverence for divine things, and at a very early age was wont to meet
his playmates in a wood near his home, and there turn a hollow tree
into a pulpit, from whence he discoursed to them of their duties and
behaviour. His early tastes, however, soon vanished; and, when at
the age of fourteen, he was apprenticed to a Socinian shoemaker, at
Salisbury, he was no longer swayed by religious desires or aspirations.
But God is wondrous in counsel, and from out the darkness can make
light to spring. Surrounded by evil companions, young Crabb gave
way to youthful corruptions and sins. One night in November, 1790,
a violent thunderstorm passed over the city, startling many of the
inhabitants, who rushed from tkeir beds, thinking the last day had
come. Amongst these was James Crabb, who, filled with terror and
dismay, cried out to God for mercy, and rose from his knees to give up
his ungodly associates, make a profession of Christ, and bear his re-
proach, if need be. The new life made him no longer content with the
travesty of a gospel at the Unitarian chapel ; and he now craved for
something better. In answer to an earnest request to his father, he
was allowed to attend the Wesleyan chapel. In January, 1791, he was,
though but seventeen years old, admitted as a member, and soon asso-
ciated with other godly youths who attended the early prayer-meetings
held before the day’s business began. There is a quaint flavour of antique
earnestness in his description of calling his companions in the dim hours
of dawn to get away to the prayer-gathering. “I used,” he says, ‘““to tie
a string to my wrist, and then fasten it to a wire leading to the street,
so that the watchman might call me; but, finding this expensive, 1
adopted the plan of lying down on a stick, full of knots, knowing I
should not lie there too long; and sometimes tied a weight to one of
my feet, and let it swing at the end of the bed, sure that this would
wake me”’!! Whatever we may think of the methods, we must admire
the zeal which prompted them. Prayer was then regarded as a neces-
sity, not a luxury, of the soul. Young Crabb did well to be a learner
before he attempted to be a teacher. Two years of getting kindled
in him the desire to give, and gave him the capacity to do so:
an unquenchable desire to tell others of Christ and his salvation
now flamed in his soul; and so, when between eighteen and nice-
teen years of age, he was found preaching in a chalk-pit at Coombe,
and then at Hannington, where the parish minister and the leading
farmer threatened to put him in the stocks if he dared to come
again. To add to his difficulties, his father became incensed at his
zeal, ceased all intercourse with him, and withdrew his small allowance of
pocket-money. Nothing dismayed, feeling that he mnst obey =
higher law, he continued to preach, his fame spread, and at length, to
his great joy, the parental opposition was removed.

In 1795, though eighteen months of his apprenticeship were still un-
expired, he purchased his release with a bonus of twenty pounds, was
accepted as a preacher by the Wesleyan Conference, and appointed to
the Poole, Swanage, and Portland district. Some idea of his hardships
and his abundant labours may be gathered from extracts from his diary.
‘I preached every morning at five, and every evening, besides five times
on the Lord’s-day, exclusive of the seven o’clock prayer-meeting and
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the love-feast.” Another day he writes, * Irose early, went to the prayer-
meeting, at nine o’clock preached out of doors, at half-past ten in the
chapel, at one o’clock at Portsmouth-point to sailors and harlots, at
half-past two in the chapel, and at six in another chapel, and afterwards
met the society.” Another entry runs: “ What with the wind, rain,
dirt, and want of food, I was so worn with weakness that I was obliged
to rest by leaning against a gate. [ searched the almost barren hedges
Jor provisions, and when I could find any it was very acceptable.”” With
deep gratitude, he once writes: “ Just as I was setting off, the Lord,
by his providence, mercifully sent me a horse”; and then naively adds,
“I find it better to ride than walk through water and dirt.”” Worn out
with his tircless labours, he returned home to Wilton, in August,
1795, but was recalled to his circuit for another year, at the earnest
request of the people to whom he had ministered.

It was soon clear that the fatigues of his former circuit were no longer
endurable ; he was accordingly appointed to the Salisbury district.
His father now provided him with a horse for travelling, and, with a
stock of drugs for the use of the sick, he entered again upon his labours.
Such were his toils and vicissitudes, that again he was often near to
physical collapse, and at last he was obliged to resign his office, con-
fining himself to teaching, preaching, and visiting in his native town
of Wilton. He opened a room for worship, which was soon crowded ;
and here he bad the joy of seeing his own father, mother, brother, and
sister led to the Saviour under his ministry. Perhaps he was intended,
like another who had known Christ’s healing power—to ¢ go home and show
what great things God had done for him.” In April, 1798, he was
married at Gillingham, a neighbouring village, to Miss Martha Raddon,
an intensely godly woman, who sympathized with, and seconded his
efforts to bless the sonls of men. Though renouncing the office of
preacher, he had not forsaken the work, and by his efforts a new chapel
was built, where he preached with great acceptance, while he snpported
himself by joining his father and brother as a partner in their clothing
business. Here began a series of disasters: business fell off, debts were
made, bankruptcy followed, and James Crabb retired to Salisbury, there
to carry on a struggling existence, alternately as dyer and seller of
broadcloths.  Another removal to Romsey followed; then two years’
work as a traveller for a cloth firm, and at last came the opening of
a boys’ school at Romsey. During all this time, so far as opportunity
served, Mr. Crabb persistently preached. Amongst the places he visited
was the shipping town of Southampton, which was destined to become
the scene of his finest and most successfal labours. It was the most
populous place in the district, and, probably, the most wicked and de-
graded, a very den of iniquity. One of the local clergy, struck with
its terrible spiritual needs, had opened the large assembly-rooms for
Sabbath services; but these being now discontinued, Mr. Crabb wrote
to the Wesleyan superintendent, suggesting that the services should be
resumed, another room in a dense district opened for a weekly service,
also one for the sailors and custom-house officers who were obliged to
be on duty on Sunday. After prolonged discussion, his proposal was
icily shelved ; but, nothing daunted, and fired with the conviction that
he was called to evangelize the people of Southampton, Mr. Crabb
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renounced his connection with the Wesleyan body, handed over his achool
to his grown-up sons, took the Assembly-rooms on his own account,
and announced two services for the Sabbath-day. Large and increasing
congregations were gathered ; open-air services were held—a thing
hitherto almost unknown—and much blessing was seen. In a very few
weels an incident occurred which greatly helped to make known the
gervices, and to bring in multitudes hitherto listless to all religion. At
the close of one of the Sunday-evening services, Mr. Crabb was asked
to go and see a poor woman who was dying. She turned out to be awoman
of terribly immoral life, but who now, under deep anguish of spirit was
crying, “I want to go to Christ.” The preacher was enabled, by the
Holy Ghost, to convince of sin, to lead the penitent to the Pardoner,
and so to bring peace and joy to her gunilty soul. 1In her last hours she
was visited by her former companions, to whom she testified of Jesus,
earnestly imploring them to flee from the wrath to come. Clo_sely
following upon her death, Mr. Crabb preached upon her conversion,
more than a thousand persons were crowded into the rooms, and
honndreds went away. The service was repeated the following Sunday,
and created a great sensation among the lower classes. A tract was
published telling the story of ¢ Jane Thring,” which, though pub-
lished at sizpence a copy, quickly ran through seven editions.

This very success caused embarrassment, for in a few days no less
than eleven well-known women of sinful life came begging to be deli-
vered from their evil condition. A house was hired for them, and
endeavours were made to interest the religious bodies of the town in
their rescue. Mr. Crabb’sdiarytells of the heartburnings that were caused
by their selfish apathy or sectarian bigotry. He says: ¢ The clergy have
deserted me in the matter of the intended Asylum. They will not
follow a Methodist, although I propose to them to frame the whole plan
according to their views.” A little later he writes : ** All day in South-
ampton, canvassing among the rich for a petition to the Mayor for a
public meeting on behalf of the Penitentiary. No success: all asleep
or dead. A magistrale pleads the necessity of prostitutes, that our daugh-
ters and wives may no! be insulfed in the streetst” Undeterred by this
indifference, Mr. Crabb went on with the project, finally getting the
Penitentiary erected at a cost of £2,200, most of which he himself col-
lected. The tract led to other penitentiaries being founded at Salisbury
and Portsmouth, and many have there been saved from sin and hell.
Soon after this, Mr. Crabb had his heart stirred on behalf of the sailors
who frequented the docks of Southampton : special services in the open
air and on board ships were. held, whilst schools for the wastrels and
street children were built, in which they might hear Christian teaching.

But the main and unique work of his life was yet to be performed—
the work which has endeared his name to those Esans of modern society
(the gipsies) who remember, or have heard, of his Christ-like efforts to
bless and uplift them. The mightiest rivers have their rise in tiny
springs.

During the Winchester Assizes of 1827, Mr. Crabb having occasion to
sce the Rev. H. Thompson, the sheriff’s chaplain, happened to enter
the court whilst the judge was passing sentence of death upon two crimi-
nals, one being a gipsy who had been convicted of horse-stealing.
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With earnest entreaty the young man fell upon his knees and implored
the judge to spare his life, but the prisoner was dragged away to be
executed. Leaving the Court with sorrowing heart, Mr. Crabb saw
outside an old woman and a very young one, the latter the wife of the
condemned men. She had two children, one three years old and the
other fourteen days. Mr. Crabb spoke kindly to them, going
his way to brood over the whole sad incident, his soul being roused
with a desire to help thesc despised and degraded people. Going to
Winchester a few weeks later, he met the grandmother, and invited her
to come and bring her widowed daughter-in-law to his house at Spring-
hill, Southampton. They came, and after conversation agreed that Mr.
Crabb should have the cldest child, together with the child of another
daughter, whose husband had been transported, that he might instruct
and train them. Having won their confidence by his kindness, three other
gipsy children were soon entrusted to him, and then Mr. Crabb began
to yearn to bring these outcasts, adults and children too, nnder religious
influences. After talking over the matter with some Christian men in
Sonthampton, a committee was formed to consider the gipsy race, and
devise means for their moral and spirituael improvement. They drew
up a circular inviting information and suggestions as to how to pro-
mote their object. Among the replies, as showing the general feeling
of the religious world at that time, is the letter sent at the direction of
the Rev. Rowland Hill, in which he says: “ Mr, Hill knows nothing of
those roving tribes called gipsies, but generally supposed them to be an
idle, worthless set of wanderers, that are a reproach to the police of the
country, and ought first to be brought under the cognizance of the civil
magistrate before any effectual means can be provided for their religious
improvement or fulure spiritual good.” Mr. Crabb was too nsed to being
wet-blanketed to be disconraged by this mingled indifference and sel-
fishness ; 80, learning that there was a gipsy encampment on Shirley
Common, he indoced the committee to appoint an earnest, godly man
to visit them. Success so far followed that some twenty adults and
children were brought nnder moral and spiritual instruction, six women
were induced to reside permanently in the town, and secured employ-
ment, whilst fonr boys were appreuticed to different trades, There were
deep-rooted habits of restlessness, sloth, and dishonesty, which could
only very gradually be overcome; whilst the instilling of habits of industry
and frogality necessarily required great patience and perseverance. At
the end of five years they were able to report that forty-six gipsies had
given up their vagrant and predatory manner of life, having settled in
Southampton and the neighbourhood. Longing to extend his useful-
ness to other places, Mr. Crabb visited Epsom race-course in May, 1831,
being introduced to the gipsies there by his Scripture-reader employed
among the Southampton tribe as the “ Gipsies’ Friend.” There was a
great number present to mect him, and after fixing a wash-tub upside
down, and covering it with shawls as a seat of honour for him, they
listened as he spoke to them of his desire to help and raise them socially
and spiritually. The news of his visit and purposes quickly spread
amongst them, and when an occasion came for showing their gratitude
it was eagerly seized. An anonal meeting was summoned at Mr. Crabb’s
house and grounds at Springhill, near Southampton, in December, 1829,
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A brilliant gathering of gentry and Christian philanthropists was seen ;
but, most striking of all, was the crowd of gipsies that came from all
parts of the country with caravans and carts, drawn by horses, ponies,
and donkeys. In the field adjoining the house a camp of one hundred
and fifty persons was formed. The meeting opened with a hymn and
prayer. Mr. Crabb prayed and read the Scriptures. An address was given
to the gipsies, showing the advantages of a settled life over a vagabond
and wandering one; and then Jesus was earnestly set forth as the hope
of the sinful soul. A dinner followed, and after this a distribution of
blankets to the needy, and Bibles to those who had none.

One of the results following the meeting was the removal of prejudice
amongst the gipsies, whilst another was the stirring up of other
Christian men to “go and do likewise.”

The difficulty of mingling gipsy children with the ordinary scholars
in the parochial schools led to a school for their own special use being
built, and on 24th July, 1845, the foundation-stone of such a school
was laid at Farnham, near Blandford. The central ficure on this occa-
sion was not some great or rich one, but an aged and reformed gipsy,
who spoke with great emotion and power to the audience. Mr. Crabb
gave a short speech explaining the object of the schools, and the pro-
ceedings were closed by a touching address from an old female gipsy.
For eighteen years the annual meetings were held at Springfield, but on
the last occasion, in 1848, Mr. Crabb was unable to attend, sending a
message from his sick room. During all the years the meetings were
in existence the gipsies conducted themselves with the utmost decornm
when present; and one of the county magistrates asserted that, whereas
before Mr. Crabb’s labours never a quarter-sessions or assizes had been
held without a gipsy prisoner, since that time there had not been one
on trial. With the withdrawal of Mr. Crabb’s presence the work
flagged, no more annual meetirrgs were held, and the gipsy race would
again have been neglected but for the advent of Mr. George Smith in
these later days.

In his declining days Mr. Crabb was saved from need by the geume-
rosity of private friends, who secured him an income sufficient to meet
his humble wants. The helper and solace of his labour was removed
in March, 1849, when Mrs. Crabb was called to her reward, and two
years later the ‘‘Gipsies’ Friend ”—for such was his delight to be
called—left the ““earthly house of this tabernacle” for the heavenly
temple.

A large concourse of people followed him to his grave. The Cor-
poration of Southampton, with tardy repentance for their former apathy,
passed a resolution extolling his memory, and acknowledging his services
to the town; and, amidst the sincere sorrow of thousands who had
learned to love and revere him, they laid his body in the town cemetery,
there to await the day when * He shall come to be glorified in his saints
and admired in them that believe.”

Of all the historic names and heroic lives that Southampton can
boast, none stands higher in the Divine judgment for lofty devotion and
undaunted perseverance, as well as for saintly piety, than that of James
Crabb, the  Gipsies’ Friend.”
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Aecline of Rationnlism in Bermen Hnibersities.

ERMANY has the most learned wuniversities that the world now
contains. The German Empire has five young men in a course
of nuiversity education where England has one. In the theological
faculties of the German universities are found the acutest modern
experts in the study of the historical and philosophical proofs of the
divine origin of Christianity. As all scholars know, there has been in
these faculties in the last fifty years a great reaction against infidelity
and unbelief. Fifty or eighty years ago the evangelical lecture-rooms
in the theological departments of the German universities were empty,
and the rationalistic were crowded. Now, as I know from personal
observation, the evangelical are crowded, and the rationalistic empty.
Out of the thirty prominent universities of Germany, only three are
under predominantly rationalistic influence. Of these three, Heidelberg
is the most important; but Professor Christlieb, on the banks of the
Rhine at Bonn, told me not long ago, that this university lately had
seven theological teachers and only seven theological pupils. It has
not had over forty pupils at any one time in its theological department
for many years. On the other hand, the number of theological pupils
at evangelical Halle is from two hundred to three hundred; at evan-
gelical Berlin from three hundred to four hundred; at evangelical
Leipzig from four hundred to five hundred. I was lately at Leipzig,
and heard Luthardt, Kahnis, and Delitzsch lecturing to immense
classes of three hundred pupils. At Heidelberg I have heard the
leading theological professors often, and never saw more than five,
seven, or nice pupils before any one of them at once. Lord Bacon
used to say that the best material for political prophecy is to be found
in the aonforced opinions of young men. It is a most suggestive sign of
the times that in Germany young men give their patronage to evan-
gelical rather than to rationalistic professors in the proportion of ten to
one. There is, of course, rationalism enough left in Germany among
the peasants and merchants, and in certain medical, legal, and philo-
sopliical facnlties of the universilies where theological science has not
been studied as a specialty; but the experts always ultimately lead
thought in Germany, and the experts in the theological faculties have
fought a great battle with unbelief in the last eighty years, and have
defeated doubt on all central points. Two generations since, rational-
istic commentaries used to come to us from the Elbe and the Oder ; but
now, the best evangelical commentaries come from the most learned
universities of the world.—Joseph Cook.

[We have inserted this paragraph for the special delight of those
< advanced brethren” who have of late so sagely picked up what the
Germans bave thrown away. DBy the time they have got the old Teu-
tonic small-clothes comfortably fitted npon themselves, the Germans
will all have become orthodox ; and then our learned brothers will have
to strip again, and get into the new fashion just as it is waxing old.
Very funny these twistings of the infallibly wise ! Very wicked of these
Farder-landers to lead our witless sophists into ditches, and then leave
them there !—C. H. 8.]
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The Audi-Ohristian World.”

HE five hali-crown manuals which were some time ago issued by the
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge will enable careful
readers to obtain clear views of that great missioh field in which all
denominations of the church are now engaged. We are much impressed
with the utility of these handbooks ; for the more we know the Pagan and
Semi-Pagan obstacles which stand in the path of the gospel, the less shall
we be discouraged at their apparent strength and magnitnde. Saddening
a8 it may be to traverse in imagination vast regions which are still blighted
by superstition, we shall yet learn from the exercise more ardently to
long for the glorious appearing of the Sun of Righteousness, and the
more confidently shall we look for it. Every non-Christian system
contains within itself seeds of decay, since there is nothing in it to
satisfy the cravings of humanity. The huger the fabric of error the
greater will be its fall. The want of the world is the living bread
from heaven : how long will men vainly seek to satisfy the soul’s hunger
with the devil’s counterfeits? For certain they will not do so for ever.
According to some calculations made by Mr. Davids the 500,000,000
of Buddhists represent forty per cent. of the entire population, the
7,000,000 Jews represent a half per cent., and the 227,000,000 of nominal
Christians show a proportion of twenty-six per cent.

Thus we get some idea of the numbers who are nnder the shadow of
the most widely extended Pagan system. ‘¢ To trace all the develop-
ments of Buddhism,” remarks Mr. Davids, “from its rise in India in
the fifth century B.c. through its various fortunes there, and its pro
gress in the countries to which it spread, down to the present time,
would be to write the history of nearly half the hunman race during the
greater part of that period within which anything worthy of the name
of history is possible at all.”

Gautama, who lived about 2400 years ago, was the founder of
the system; but little is known concerning his life. It is quite un-
certain whether writing was understood at that remote period in the
valley of the Ganges; but his teachings are supposed to have been
orally handed down from one generation to another by disciples whose
memories were strengthened by practice. It is difficult to separate
the real from the fabulous in the history of a man who is now
worshipped by a host of admirers, What we know of a certainty
is that, having been born in the midst of debasing Brahmanism,
Gautama before he reached thirty years of age abandoned home and
friends, and adopting the life of a hermit, professed to have discovered
truth by the light of reason alone, apart from the Vedas. At first the
enthusiast taught all who came, then he became an itinerant preacher,
appointing his disciples to teach likewise. Buddhism was rather supple-
mentary to, than a revolt from, Hinduism; for the philosopher, if we
may call him such, lived and died a Hindn, though many of his
teachings were opposed to the ancient absurdities of the Brahmans.

* Non-Christian Religious Systems. I. Hinduism, by Professor Monicr Williams.
II. Buddhism, by T. W. R. Davids. III. Confucianism, by Professor R. K. Douglas.
IV. Lslam, by J."W. H. Stobart. V. The Coran,by Sir W. Muir, LL.D. (Tho Secicty
for Promoting Christian Knowledge.)
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We see in such a man the best that Hinduism could produce ; and his
gropings in the dark, in spite of a few passable moral aphorisms, serve
to show how impossible it is for man to discover God without a revela-
tion. He professed to have come forth from a sore spiritual conflict as
“the enlightened ;/~ and Mr. Urwick, in his ¢ Indian Pictures,” says that
““the secret of Gautama Buddha’s success was the truth which his
teaching affirmed, namely, the overthrow of caste, the equality of
Sudra, if just and holy, with the Brahman; the law of conscience or
responsibility, that what a man sows he must reap ; the law of justice
and of kindness; and Nirvana, the cessation of all causes of sorrow to
be attained by the practice of virtue.” In time even such teaching as
this degenerated into grossest superstition, and being grouanded in
nothing better than elaborate atheism, Buddhism was at length exiled,
so far as India is concerned, by its rival Brahmanism. Having taken
refuge in Ceylon, Burmah, China, and some other places, it is now a
complicated ritualism : in Thibet especially, we find a pope, cardinals,
priests, rosaries, holy water, monasteries, and nunneries, and munch
more of the same kind. The system bears a hideous resemblance to
popery, which, after all, is paganized Christianity.

The great mission field of India, which seems to have been given to
England in a remarkable manner, embraces a population of two hundred
and forty millions; and as Professor Williams remarks, “so immense an
assemblage of beings does not, of course, form one nation. India is
almost a continent, like Enrope.” He is able to specify as many peoples
as constitute what are virtnally fourteen nationalities., Hinduism,
as the prevailing creed, is described as being “ based on an original,
simple, pantheistic doctrine, but branching out into ar endless variety of
polytheistic superstitions . . . an exuberant outgrowth of monstrous
mythology.” The Brahmans are,according to their own showing, the oniy
real lords of creation, and being at the head of the castes they are chiefly
responsible for the awful bondage in which the nation is held. One
writer, describing the Brahmans generally, speaks of them as * corpu-
lent, self-indulgent, immoral, worldly-minded men.” With such for
leaders, what can be expected of the enslaved masses, who are sunk deep
down in degrading superstition, too complicated for comprehension, and
too abominable for minate description ? While the stock idols remain
stiil in ascendency, minor gods are multiplied so fast that, as Professor
Williams saye, ¢ there is no country in the world where so many shrines
dedicated to gods and goddesses under different forms, images, symbols,
and names meet the eye as in India. In large towns temples are
reckoned by hnndrede, and even by thousands.”” However it may have
been modified by Buddbism, the entire system of Hinduism has re-
ceded from bad to worse, until it is now as loathsome as it is insulting
to ordinary reason or common gense. Animals, clean and nnclean, and
even reptiles, with plants of the field and the forest, are objects of
reverence, while the obecenity of the temples and the mummery daily
enacted before the idols constitute a sickening counterpart to the
miseries of daily life. Should it not be something to inspire devoutest
gratitude that the gospel has entered India; and that the great fabric
of oppression is shaking to its very foundations? It is not so very
long ago since the vast country was all dark, with no city of refuge to
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receive those who wished to escape from the captivity of Paganism; but
now there is at least a land of Goshen accessible to all who prefer its
gospel light to the death-shade of the surronnding Egypt. Thus we see
in Buddhism and Hinduism two giant impostures which the gospel has
yet to overthrow and supersede.

Coming to China, with its millions, we are confronted by Confucianism,
which, properly speaking, is not a religion at all, but a code of morals.
Unlike Buddha, with whom he was probably contemporary, Confucius
preferred to be a transmitter of others’ aphorisms rather than an original
producer. Considering the age in which he flourished, we do not wonder
that his teaching was fanlty ; it was the product of a mester mind, but
it could not redeem the race from the power of evil. “Confucins was
an enthusiast,” says Professor Douglas, “and his want of success in
his attempt completely to reform the age in which he lived never
seemed to suggest a doubt to his mind of the complete wisdom of his
creed.” Of course, he made false calculations regarding hnman natare,
and after indulging in what we should now call Utopian aspirations, he
must have died disappointed. Little regarded in life, he has now for
more than two thousand years been regarded by his conntrymen as the
greatest teacher that China has ever produced. His teaching was purely
secular. ‘ The questions whence man came ? and whither is he going?
never troubled him ; he simply looked on man as a member of society,
and strove to work out for himself by the light of ancient records how
he might best contribute to his own happiness, and to that of the world
in general” What is purely human, however, is sure to degenerate,
and this is notoriously true of this philosopher’s system. Confucius is
no longer the mere moral teacher of the Chinese, he has been made
into a god : the country contains many hundreds of temples wherein his
image i8 enshrined and worshipped.

Laou-tsze, the contemporary of Confucins, was in his way an ethical
teacher, a searcher for what was hidden; but at the present time
Taowism might safely be named as the sum of all those abominations
which the natoral man is able to heap together. In one passage of Pro-
fessor Douglas’s book we notice with regret (p. 145) that the teaching
of Moses seems to be unreasonably matched against the ethics of the
Chinese sage ; but if there was aught in the doctrine of either Con-
fucius or Laou-tsze which was capable of permanently benefiting man,
it ought by this time to have displayed its power. After doing all we
may to get away from the Scripture doctrine of man'’s total depravity,
we need onlyto go to China to find that doctrine proved to a demonstration
before our eyes. It is even proved by what Professor Douglas himself
says of the native priests : ‘“ By the educated classes they are looked
down upon with supreme contempt, and only such of their beliefs as
have received the approval of the Government at different times for
various causes are in any way recognised by any but the most ignorant
of the people. By law candidates for the priesthood should go throngh
a course of study exteuding over five years, at the end of which time
they take the vows, and receive a license from the local mandarins;
but practically their novitiate is spent in serving the priests, who im-
part to them only such knowledge of chicanery and fraud as they them-
selves possess, and a smattering of ethical science to emable them to
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prompt the oracular responses of the gods to the enquiries of the sick
and dying. The social morality of the priests is of the most degraded
kind, and the nunneries, which in imitation of the Buddhists they
have established throughout the empire, are by common report described
as the haunts of every vice. Without a belief in any god apart from
deified men, without the purer motives which influence the Buddhists
in their endeavours to reach a higher life, having drifted century after
century farther and farther away from all that is noble, unselfish, and
true, the modern Taouists have sunk lower in the estimation of their
fellow-men than any but the most degraded of idolaters.” Surely no
platform rhetoric can equal in force a plea like this for giving the
gospel to China. Idolatry has confessedly lost its hold on those who
possess knowledge and common sense, and the country groans to be
delivered from the bondage of the evil one.

Mahometanism was also bad enough in its beginnings ; but, like the
utterly Pagan systems which it sought to supplant, even this system has
degenerated from its original standard, until Sir W, Muir, in contrasting
the false prophet with his modern followers, feels bound to write—* He
professed to make the sacred Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
the foundation of his claims and his pillar of support when attacked;
they spend their days in the impious attempt to subvert the anthority of
those very Scriptures.” The teaching of the Koran breathes neither
peace nor goodwill to men: its directions for carrying on ruthless war
against unbelievers—the men to be killed, the women and young persons
to be enslaved—have occasioned untold misery in the world. Mr.
Stobart well says that ¢“darkness and retrogression are engraved on
every page of the ‘preserved book.’ God’s gracious fatherhood is
ignored, and in place of the finished sacrifice the sinner is bid to plunge
into the dark future, trusting in his own righteousness; in the service
of the All-merciful the fetters of a minute ritual are substituted for that
worship which we are taught is to be in spirit and in truth.” Islam
represents one of those giant impostures which will inevitably -col-
lapse before the advance of the gospel. The Koran itself, in the best
translation, is hardly readable; but a short and easy road to a know-
ledge of its contents will be discovered in Sir W. Muir’s concise volume,
while the story of Mahomet’s life is quite as succinctly told by Mr.
Stobart.

False systems must fall, and, already undermined by the teachings
of such messengers of the cross as have given their energy to the work,
the citadels of heathenism are crumbling. A fuller knowledge of the
subject would enable Christian people more properly to estimate the
full weight of that horrible superstition from which Christian missions
seek to deliver the dark places of the earth. Since the Lord uses
human agents, the foul growths of thonsands of years will not be up-
rooted at once; yet the wonderful success which has already crowned
missionary endeavours shows that the divine blessing is with the enter-
prise. Let the facts be known in their unvarnished simplicity—what
has been done, and what in God's strength remains to be done—and
the era of missionary enthusiasm will fully return. At all events, let
prayer move the arm which moves the world.
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Jerry WcRAuley.”

ERRY McAULEY was one of the most remarkable men in New
York. He had been a river thief, one of a gang, that is to say,
who prowl about on the river at night, stealthily boarding vessels,
and stealing whatever they can lay their hands on ; and in the day-
time sell their ill-gotten goods in the city, dress gaily, and spend their
time, as long as the money lasts, in the vile dens of Water Street. This
man, a ringleader in such nefarions work, was, by the grace of God,
converted into one of the most useful men in the city. For sixteen years
he lived and laboured for Christ as few have done ; and, when he died,
in 1884, Broadway Tabernacle, and the streets and square in front of
it, were filled with a vast throng, that testified how wide a gap his
removal had made in the ranks of Christian service.

His story is one of romantic interest. He was born in Ireland. His
father was a counterfeiter, and was obliged to flee the country before
the child was old enough to know him. The boy was never sent to
gchool, but left to have his own way, roam about in idleness, get into
mischief, and suffer from the cruel treatment of those who had the care
of him. At the age of thirteen he was sent to America, to his married
gister, in New York ; and there, finding he could live by his own wits,
he left the home and took to river-thieving and prize-fighting, making
such rapid progress in vice, that he became a terror and nuisance even
in the lowest quarter of the city. At nineteen he was arrested for a
highway robbery of which he was inmocent ; but the very rumsellers
hated him for his evil ways, and swore the robbery ou him, and he was
sentenced to fifteen years’ imprisonment. “I burned with vengeance,”
he says ; ““but what could I do? I was hand-cuffed, and sent in the
cars to Sing-Sing. That ride was the saddest hour of my life. I looked
back on my whole past course, on all my hardships, my miseries and
sins, and gladly wonld I have thrown myself out before the advancing
train, and ended my life. TFifteen years of hard labour in a prison to
look forward to, and all for a crime of which I was innocent. I knew
I had done enough to condemn nle, if it were known; but others ag
bad as I were at liberty, and I was suffering the penalty for one who
was at that hour roaming at will, glorying in his lucky escape from
punishment, and caring nothing for the unhappy dog who was bearing
it in his stead.”

When he had been in prison four or five years, a former confederate
in sin, 8 man named Orville Gardner, familiarly known as “ Awful
Gardner,” gave an address one Sunday in the prison chapel. He had
been converted, and was filled with desire to tell his glad story to
prisoners. He stood on the floor amongst the men, and the tears rained
down from his eyes as he spoke ; and when he knelt, and prayed and
sobbed, there was not a dry eye in the prison chapel.

McAuley went back to his cell to take down his dust-covered Bible,
for a Bible is placed in every cell. He began to read at the beginning.
How interested he grew! It was better than any novel he had ever read.

* ((Jerry McAuley : his Life and Work.”” With an introduction by Rev. S. Irenmus
Prime, D.D., and Sersouul sketches by A. S. Hatch, Esq. Edited by Rev. R. M. Offord.
New York. Ward and Drummond.
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He could scarcely leave it to go to sleep, and he told his mates it was
‘a splendid thing, that Bible.” Months passed, and a great struggle
arose in his mind. At length one night he fell on his knees on the
stone floor of his cell, resolved to stay there, whatever might happen,
till he found forgiveness. He was desperate. If he must perish, he
would perish praying. What followed shall be told in his own worde.
“ All at once it seemed as if something supernatural was in my room.
I was afraid to open my eyes. I was in an agony, and the sweat rolled
off my face in great drops. Oh, how I longed for God’s mercy ! Just
then it seemed as if a hand was laid upon my head, and these words
came to me, ‘ My son, thy sins, which are many, are forgiven. I do
not know if I heard a voice, yet the words were distinctly spoken to
my soul. Oh, the precious Christ! How plainly I saw him lifted on
the cross for my sins! What a thrill went through me! I jumped
from my knees. I paced up and down my cell. I did not know if I
was living or not. I clapped my hands and shouted, ¢ Praise God !
Praise God!’ One of the guards was passing along the corridor, and
called out, « What’s the matter 7’ ¢I've found Christ,” I answered ;
‘my sins are all forgiven. Glory to God!’ He took out a paper and
wrote the number of my cell, and threatened to report me in the morn-
ing. But the next morning nothing happened to me, and I think the
Lord made him forget it.”

It would be absurd in the last degree to crit