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THE PREACHER AND BIOLOGY.1 

IlY PROFESSOR J. L. KESSLER, Pll.D., BAYJ.nli UNIVERSITY, TEXAS. 

II. THE DOER. 

However great truth-seeking may be, however glorious 
truth-finding, this glory cannot surpass when the final assizes 
::ire closed, the quite simple matter of truth-doing. 

"The sole aim of Cbristi•anity is to make good men .... 1.'he 
aim of Christianity is ethical, and it bas no other aim whatso­
ever. Good men constituting a good society, living in league 
with all goodness human and divine-this is the Kingdom of 
Hea,~en, mentioned oftener in the four gospels than any other 
subject, and forming the central idea in the teaching of Jesus."2 

These words of President Faunce are startlingly clear. 1 
have said the same thing, perhaps, but when I read it from 
another, it flings itself upon me like a challenge. I can walk 
out on the brink of the precipice and look calmly down the 
awful perpendicular, but for another my head grows dizzy. 
For myS01f I feel no sense of danger, I know my poise. And 
this is the way with most of us. We are not afraid ior our­
selves. But why should this seem like a challenge or a daring 
npproach to a nameless fear? Oan it be that we have invested 
{)Ur religion in abstruse metaphysic, mystic ritual, the phylac­
teries of the temple service, till the great central life and veracity 
of it surprise us when we meet it face to face? Can it be that 
the aim bas been obscured, or lost, in the multitude of means 
to aittain it? Can it be that sometimes the main matters sit iu 
the rear of our churches, and the Kingdom of Heaven on earth 
becomes a remote consideration? Have we lost our social sense 
and mission in the personal pursuit flnd acquisition of 11 selfish 
Heaven? Have we forgot, or have we lost the power to pray, 
"Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be dono on earth as it is done 
in Heaven?" How is it that too often selfishness rules in our 
stan<lrard<:1 of piety and in our appeals, and wo pass by on the 

l The Gay Lectures for 19 09-10. 
2President Faunce, "Educational Ideals ln tJhe Ministry". 
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other side, leaving to alien hands the ideals of J~us and the 
ministry of healing? Thea:e questions convict us and turn- our 
thoughts somewhat into social channels. 

In this lecture, we have the Doer, the second of Emerson':, 
children, othenvise described as the love of good. Does biology 
destroy, or tend to destroy, the love of good, the making of 
good men, the practical ministries of Jife-feeding the hungry, 
vi;;;iting the sick, clothing the naked, setting the prisoner.; free, 
preaching the gospel to the poor, living in league n;th all good­
ne5s, bringing in the Kingdom of a new social order, making 
"right reason and the will of God prevail"-in a word, fulfill­
ing the particular mission and doing the particulnr work Chri,.-­
tianit,, has set us to do? 

This D(){'r, this love of good, has Intent in it, arcording to 
Emcr:-on, the love of truth and the love of beauty. '.11he 
1-uprcme religious sense is the sense of behnvior, is ethical; nn<l 
ethic,; is indissolubly joined to truth and to worship. I do not 
mean to say that doing good is all of religion. I am just saying 
that it i:1 not; that religion eannot be supremely ethical with­
out the intellel'tual and emotional, without truth ,und poetry 
and '"i;;;ion. Thought, we cannot escape it, marks itself upon 
the life. If to one the world WW! created and set adrift, some­
what alien nnd, despised, the antipodal of its Creator, rival nnd 
ho,-tile, n sort of perversity and mistake; to another the cho.nn 
u11d manifestation of the indwelling, divine Personality, benefi­
l't.'nt nnd beautiful-if to one Christianity, nn nbstruct thing, 
wn~ finished long ago and is now delivered roady ma<le by the 
pric,-t to the c!C<'t, external and compulsory; to nnother u co11-

lt•,;.(_·c11t pf()(•cs~, the po~<;eSSOr participating in the pain nnd the 
purpo,-e, in the joy and insight and uplook and nll, inwrought 
and \"itul-if to one duty be o. tyrant's tnsk imposed upon the 
helpleAA Crom without; to ancrther a joyous spont.o.neity gln<l­
dcning our duily labors by the paths of peace, then these two 
men of widely different intellectual attitudes toward the finnlity 
of things cannot be ethically the iaamc. Many thin_gi;, indeed, 
many important thin~, are either 81.1hconF<.'ious or uncon­
S<fous, but ewry noble dee<l, and tnie. i;i conceived in con~iou-, 
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volitional intelligence and quickened in the womb of feeling. 
Life is one. It is involved in the veracity of hum11.n reo.sonr 
t.he reliability of the senses, tho tru...'-'lworthiness of the emo­
tioool tides whose moral force breaks high upon the shored o( 
human conduct and, with mighty sweeps of storm, commands­
the sea of human activities and human destiny. 

The cries in our streets are tragic; there is to-day a great 
unrest; the deep disillusionments threaten our political and: 
indrutrial order; the ferment is brewing in our social vats; the 
Yiolent, as of old, threaten to take the Kingdom by force; the 
tides run wild; the storms break f earfuHy on the high seas; the 
great doop is broken up; the clouds are blnck, and turbulence 
and deep dn.rkness cover the sky. Men are heing lost in the 
wild waste of w,aters. And yet I do not speak with the voice 
of a pessimist. This is a period of more or less rapid transition. 
Thero is lack of ,adjustment, but there is lack of adjustment 
in all periods of progress. The public grafter is takin~ the 
place of the private thief because wealth is being mas.ed and 
becoming couporate. The city government occasionally he­
come.-, immensely oonupt and crime, beastly crime, sits in the 
seats of power and laughs at our calamity. nut for all this 1:he 
ifl.5Ue is drruwn, the issue of social and civic righteousness, tho 
centrnl word of Hebrew prophet; and my faith is, that after 
toiling all night long against contrar;v winds, about daybreak 
we shall see J esu.'3 walking in the shadows on the sea; and a~ 
the light falls across the moor we shall find Him close t-0 us. 
Jesus walks in the midst of the centuries bearing the Shekinah 
of progress in heroic hands; nnd hope renew~ the face of tho 
morning. 

I am not afraid of progress. That which eliminates noth­
ing but tJ10 false and seeks nothing but the true, though it Ree­

but dimly through half-awakening eyes in the twilight of it,-, 
unco1'Ulinties, shall bring us into lurger ports with fuller sails 
horne by happier breezes--shaU bring us to larger tasks and 
more fruitful field<i. Christianity will not get ahead of Jesus, 
liut it will get ahead, a long way ahead, of its mn1 past i1s it 
RJ>pronches Jesus. 
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The time has come when we, at the command of the Mas­
ter shall launch out into the deep and let our nets down. With 
a ~der knowledge we may loose anchor from our marginal 
moorings and set sail for the open sen. Our faith, our life, our 
religion are not static, but dynamic; our God a living God; our 
work progressive. Upon tl1e silver ere.% of the rising tide, for 
the tide is rising, must stand the preachc1· in the forefront. He 
has the mightiest work to do, the most inspiring, the de~t. 
the most heroic in the wildest tides, the deepest sacrifices and 
the highest achievements, I know. The strength nnd the mnn­
hood and the heroism that asks no reward but a chance to lay 
down one's life are his. It is the strongc:;t nppcal ever made 
to noble natures, the chance to lay down one's life. It is the 
hi.e;hcst pay and tJie sweet&---t so.crifice with cndle."S lovo in n 
priceless causo--the cause of humnnity. Doing things for 
men. Sacrifices so noble as to dra,w all men to them. I some­
times crave your chance. I sometimes long to join the ranks 
o( men with prophm-henrts, the ranks of the ministry-true, 
~inccre, heroic, in the breach of tho world. ,vlrnt n rhnnce to 
be like the )foster, to lh·e Hi:. life all over nguin, nnd what 
a time for ~uch o. task! The n,ppcnl of o.n easy life und soft 
raiment a nohlo nature spurns. It is the hnrd w~k und the 
battl~ry thnt summon men-men reully, not shndows of men 
-to the minist.ry. Only tl1e ignoble un<l the cnmp-followcr 
and tho snlary-huntor asks for an easy place. To enclnro hard­
n\'$ nnd to servo men, this is the law of the Kingdom and this 
i~ the luw of life. Thero nre nono but strn.it gutes to life-crowns. 

But not so fur a.m I removed from you. Dr: Dnwson· snys 
thnt "biology nnd the Chri:.tinn religion ure ono in their in­
nermO'ilt aims". "Both naturnlly find their more obvious relu­
tionships in moral und social concerns of civilization-such ns 
tho ~trugglc against disease, poverty, and vice .... crime, in­
~anity, and other forms of mental and morol degeneracy, and 
nil other problems involving the perpetuity and amelioration 
of human lifc."3 

n~-~ some ono Rays thu.t so far from having n common rum, 

~Homiletic Review, :Sovember, 1909. 
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Liolog"}' discredits the nry uuthorily of religion itself, and so 
disrupts its power at its central wnrce. If authoiity mean 
power vested in some superior perwn or counsei or church to 
enforce its commands by excommunication, by torture, or the 
st.nke, or other forms of violence, then that kind of authority 
i:-; just what we escnped when we won the right of private judg­
ment in matters of religion and the freedom of conscience. No 
man nor sot of men, can annul the primacy of private judg­
ment and personal responsibility directly to his Maker. No 
man stands between. There is no place for pope or Inquisi­
tion or test or credal orthodbxy tipped with fire and writ in 
blood. If a religion without authority mean a religion without 
veracity, then it is no religion at all worthy of a moment's 
notice. E,·en President Eliot di<l not mean that. If authority 
mean moral obligation arising out of relations of truth and 
rightness, then such authority is forever binding and yet en­
tirely consistent with freedom. Everywhere this authority of 
truth takes hold upon us. The latent soliciting spirit of thing:, 
makes its appeal to those who wi.lI turn aside to ~ee; and, even 
out of the wonder and reverence of the desert, like l\foscs, ·we 
may receive a divine enlargement and enthusiasm and a divine 
message and mission, or rather commi!>-sion-a work to do. Not 
to believe in nature, not to have faith in truth and its strange 
healing and vigils with the angels, not to be subject 1o it.~ 
appeal, and its final imperative, whatsoever its source, is the 
last depravity and profanation. The waride her.omcs a divine 
mercy seat; out of the desert shall ~-pring forth rivers of water; 
the highways and hedges shall furnish the guests for the King's 
feast; and biology a11d tl1eolof.,,y shall mingle together at the 
gates of the temple. Every humlile spot or truth is regal in 
a good man's life. 'fo know from ,the humblest, quarter thnt 
Ii. thing is true and right is as commanding as if it had 
dropped down out of the sky or was known to be the Yerbal 
edict of God and had su•bs«ribcd His personal signature n.nd 
autograph and seal upon ii. For if it be true the neYer-t.o-be­
doubted God's signature and handwriting arc already upon it 
an<l youched for by that fact.. W c do things not becau5'e we 
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are commanded to do thmn or beceuse there is authority out­
side of us for it, but because, commanded or not commanded, 
they evidently ought to be done and we feel that we ought to 
do them. The i~e is lodged within us. The oommandmcnt 
may bring us the clear information of what we ought to do; 
but, knowing that, we need no further compulsion, save the 
inner impulse to do "-hat is right, and this impul:3e is consti­
tutional to the Christian. Jesus abdicated the throne of ex: 
ttrnal authority in order to be incorpornted in ·the will to know 
and to do what is right. The Cthil's of Jesus disappoor as 
:-tatutory compulsion from without to reappear as moral im'­
perative from within. Religion, and this is n. point to ho 
guarded among us, tends from n.ge to age to bel'ome mechanical, 
and in so far as it does become merhanicul, it becomes irreli­
gious. It tends to follow rule rather than impulse, nnd in so 
far ns it does follow rule and impulse is wnnting, it becomes n 
~olemn mockery. It tenda to conform to authority, nnd in so 
far M that conformity is not a personal conformity to felt 
truth nnd duty in the warmth of its spirit, it IX'<.'omes n. whitod 
sepulchre full of dead men's bones. That one to whom truth 
does not make an authoritative oppeal nnd awukcn joyous re­
sponses from within, even if it were forced upon him from 
without., would ho still e. pagan and a slave. Whoever doM not 
follow truth from an inner impulse as n joyous response of a 
right heart, will never and can never follow it at oil. There 
is no other way. Obrist taught as one who hod power, and ns 
if truth were its own voucher. He didn't appeal to Rubbi this 
end Rabbi that or any other. It was not His method. No 
truth did He ever impose on anyone. He ex~~ it, nlllido it 
,·isiblc, got men to seo it, to accept it, to fix their nllep;innc-0 to 
it, to be partisans of it, and then they were froo. 'l'hey did 
right; they ,vanted to do right not because they wcro forced 
to do it or were afraid not to do it, but beco.uso they willed it 
lln<l truth flamed through their doods from inner fir('-! of so.cred 
divine heart-alt~not mechanical but biologicill, not legal 
hut vital. 

Religious authority, then in the sense of compulsion, is 
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located in the heart, and, in this sense, it is and can be located 
Jlowhere else whatsoeYer; in the sense of reliable veracity and 
source, it resides alike in the truth of the Bible and of nature. 
They are both indispensable; but for the individual or the 
<>ommunity this truth oocomes authority recognized, or au­
thority effective, exactly as fast and no faster than it is rightly 
learned and understood and sealed with experience. As to the 
right to command or to be heeded, truth is always and every­
where supreme; but its influence upon the centres of person­
~lity the one thing altogether indispensaLle, the throne of 
-cx~tirn and a.dministrative power in the Christian scheme, 
~nd the only one consistent with 'biology and character, is n 
pcrvasirn indwelling. 

This is a missionary doctrine and <'Ompels mis:;,ionary ent-cr­
{Jrise wherever men are brothers. It puts upon us a mighty 
responsibility. 

It has been charged that biology has destroyed the distinc­
i ion between sacred and secular; and that is just what it ha.'! 
done; but while it has changed the relation, it has exalted it, 
too. 

"I but open my ey~and perfection no more and no }C!'s, 
] n the kind I imagined, full fronts me,and God is seen God 
In the star, in the stone, in tho flesh, in the soul and 'the clo<l. 
And thus looking within and -around me, I ever renew, 
With that stoop of the soul which in bending upraises it too, 
The submission of man's nothing perfect to God's all complel<', 
Ag hy each new obeisance in Spirit I rise to His fcet." 4 

Biology is one with theology in it.s acknowledgement of 
.m1thority in true religion and in the in~stenee upon it~ aLli­
~ation and finality. 'l'he only point of difference that could 
.. ,rise in this restricted territory would be the F-Cnt of its a<lm in­
istration. The biologi!-t natnmlly tukes the Yitnl point of viC'I,·, 
makes the iudiddun..l r,uprerne in religions matter:-, nn<l ullow:-1 
1w eompul,.;ion from without as being bot.h futile nnd perilou11. 

This does not pre,·e11t organizations from holding definite 
viows, opinions, dogmas, nnd r~trieting the rnembcr:a-hip to 

4Brownlng, "Saul". 
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~uch, and SU<!h oniy, as hold the same views, opm10ns, and 
dogmas. This it presupposes. The world is big outsido and 
free. Everyone nmy go to his own where he can find fellow­
ship. 

But some one says thero nre n number of things in the 
Christian religion which we must obey without reason-not he­
cause they are true, but because they arl' commandro. To 
them it is an imperbinencc and disloyalty to ask the rooson 
why. To my mind the source is sufficient to com·i nee us that 
the commands nre reasonable nnd true. But, beyond this, I 
confess, I 'ITTlllt to see the reason and kn-0w the vital significance. 
For I believe there is always a vital significance in c,·cry divine 
mutter and that commands arc never oh<-ycd well when obeyed 
blindly# On the contrary, they nre properly obeyed only when 
they nro obeyed intelligently-feeling the significnnco, enter­
ing into and co-working consciously with the spirit nnd intent 
i,n<l purpo5C of them. This is why your seminary work i:-: so 
important, that. you mny sec and lend othefll to sec theso shin­
ing vi,-fos nlong the pnths of duty. Bnpti~m, for (•xnmple, is 
110 formnl rito to ono who observes it inteHigcntly, but n benu­
tiful and ,,igniflcnnt and magnificent. profc§ion thnt should !'.let. 
all the world ngJ.ow with new fires. To-morrow enn never look 
the srn1c with that profession on it; nnd upon to-llay IIonvou 
~ipt'll"' to justify the mighty tnsk!e! assumed. It i~ needful enough 
that tlw proper form shall bo observed, for without it the 
,.:i,l!;nili(•1111eo is }05t; it is ncodful enough thnt it shnll be properly 
wlmi11i,.:ll'1"l"tl by a right administrator thut it mny suffer no 
1k1m'l.·int.io11; but it is infinitely more importunt, follow in~ the 
form tmly thnt we shnll enter into its spirit intelligently, thnt 
th(•rt:- :-hnll Le no pretcnco or shum or hlin,lness or illu:,;ion in 
the one who n.,;,mrncs so much and promi!!es so much, culling on 
< ;od and men -to wit.ness. It is a day when the old nnd the 
new life meet and prophc.'ly and part. A b'Tnvc, n r~urroction, 
:ind new paths of light; such i:i the profes!lion. 'l'he Incle of 
<·<H,pemtirn intelligenec, the habit of i'hutting the cye3 nnd 
~ak!ng the church pill blindly, ncoounts for mnny fo1trful lLtpS<'M 
111 mlentional obedicnco which are yet without the somblanee 
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of significance or the most remote fulfillment of an altogether 
rational and intelligent purpo~. 

The final reliance for the love of good, for ethical conduct, 
for Christian character, for good men, is the capacity in man 
t-0 respond to truth, to all noblenC5S, to high sacrifice, and to 
dauntless, heroic fellowships. This Jesus relied on. His 
mighty truths were delivered to the naked hearts of fishermen. 
He kept no r0e-0rd; He wrote no line. Speaking as never man 
spoke His words trembled a moment on the breeze and feU 
away like the noises of the street. One might have thought 
Him careles:;i or heedles.s of their value. This poetry and song 
and wealth of the world pitched about the waste places of 
Galilee, but not to be lost. A deep philosophy with a subtle 
sense· of permanence invested its treasures in human heartc;. 
Never a teacher trusted so much with so little safe-guarding. 
He never doubted its safe deliverance to the future. To men's 
receptivity He appealed, t-0 men's ministry He committed Hi.'l 
teachings. Such a:bandon of faith the world had never seen 
before. He believed in truth and He trust~d it to men. He 
flung it abroad without a guardian. It was magnificent. 

Lincoln once said, "You can repeal the Missouri Compro­
mise and the Constitution of the United States, but you cannot 
repeal the moral constitution of man." And I say, you may 
<leny the authority of the Bible, you may count it nothing that 
it was written by inspired men, you may quibble about whut 
truth is, but you cannot abolish tho "moral constitut.ion of 
man"; and so Jong as the moral constitution of man r~pon<l.➔ 
to truth, the great details of the Bible, ageles.s and timeless and 
immortal, by their own authority, the authority of truth, the 
self-evidencing power of truth, shall lctul the conquest of the 
world and set free and make strong and give lifo and light and 
pe8K.',e till the worlJ.d's end. 

I may be wrong; but I think truths -aro moro effective taken 
one by one and fixing them so in our life, going by the w1ty 

of experience-until, at last, we can say they are nil true, for 
we have tried them nnd proved thom 11nd the volume which 
contains them is tho treasure-house of God. The other way 
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of professing the Bible whole, with such absolute confidence 
a~ to make interest negative and knowledge unnecessary, and 
denying every separate commandment in conduct, docs not 
much commend itself to me. Step by step, going by way of ex­
perience this is better, and this is the biological way, and this is 
the way of life. 

I do not mean to say that these are the only altcrnatiYes, 
but I do mean to say tho.t knowing the truth to do it lovingly 
and enthusiastically in all brotherly consideration is tho chief 
thing in the whole round world. 

The· first need of the Doer is to have tho truth nnd the 
first duty of his neighbor is to preach it to him-preach it 
directly, dis,ociatoo, so far as possible, from o.11 other compli­
cating perplexities; preach it simply, 1eo.ving ult.imntes, for 
the time being, and theories and finalities out of account, 1env­
in~ truth, naked truth, with its native affinities for heart-flesh 
and brnin-ti&5ue. It will get itself into deeds; for truth hn.s u 
genius for beho.vior. 

Natural law reinforces ethical domands. Albhough Huxley 
found no moral quality in organic processes, so g;rent n. thinker 
as John Fiske says, "Subtooct from tho universe its ethical 
meaning, and nothing remains but o.n unreal phnntom, thu 
figment of false metaphysics."8 

"The nido surgery of nat1ure" amputates the dishnrmonie:1 
of life. Those things out of harmony, individunl or socinl, 
in purpose or act, are out of harmony with God who nwde life 
nnd fixed its eonditions. That which is out of harmony tend.-i 
to bo elimino.ted, that which is in harmony tonds (,o survive. 
Thi:J is truo not only in the strengthening of the stm·k hy the 
sun·ivnl of the strongest, but o.lso in the ~trongthcning of tlw 
mind by tho sun·ival of the keenest witted and the mo~t rc­
"'ourccful inte11QC!8, and in the strengthening of the morn) nn­
turc by the sun·ival of the strongest social ulliunccs, the po~i­
Lility of which alliances is inherently involved in ethicul con­
sidomtions. No society can be founded on u purely sellh-h nnd 

6John Flake, "Through Nature to God". 
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non-ethical basis. Social relations arc of neces.-,,ity moral rela­
tion~, and the worse tend to be eliminated through and by 
means of disqU1alifying anti-social factors. Now, the highest 
and supremest functions of the Christian religion and of life 
arc social, and the Kingdom of Heaven, the Kingdom which 
Christ came to set up, and the Kingdom which he did set up 
and which shall some day sweep the world, i'i a Kingdom of 
.<-ocial ideals to be lived out and to be realized among men. 
2'\Iorality is planted in the heart of the universe. "The stars 
in their courses fight against Sisera."6 

Le-;t some philosopher put himself to much trouble to dis­
tinguish religion from ethics, I say with John Fiske that "the 
Il()tion of ethics is inseparably as.50Ciated with the notion of 
1cligion",7 and with Rauschenbusch that "God demands right­
rnu,;;ne::;;; and He demands nothing but righteousness". "The 
prophets were the heralds of the fundamental truth that reli­
gion and ethics are inseparable and that ethical conduct is the 
,-upre111c and sufficient religious act ;"8 and with Harnack, in 
the :accnse of its central love, "Religion may be called the soul 
of morality, and morality the body of rcligion'',9 and with 
Rabaticr that "it is.precisely this deep unification of religion und 
ethie.-; •which constitutes the most striking feature of the gospel 
.... There are no longer two laws: a dh•ine law over again~t 
the human conscience; nor two truths; a supernatural truth 
oHr against natural science; ~or two powers; nor two socie­
ties", 1° nor two ways of liYing;, one ethical nnd the other re­
ligion,-. There is 011'0 world and one lifo and ouo wuy of 
rightly living it. Within tl1is world, the biologist stands with 
1hc preacher in his search for truth, in his ministry to men, 
in his life of tl10 spirit. This over-emphasis of the ethical, if it 
Le such, ncYcr tends to practical exaggeration. So I run not 
careful to hedge against misunderstanding. 

For the sake of clenrncss, however, l~t we forget, remember 

6Judges !i: 20. 
7"-i,hrough Nature to -God." 
S"Chrlstlanlty and the .Social Crisis". 
fl"What is Christianity?" 
IO"The Atonement." 
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that Je:,,--us disengaged His righteousness from the "good works" 
of the temple ritual and made it coincident with deep morality, 
.and morality t-0 be ethical springs from the heart, is light(.'(l by 
love, and issues in i_:ervice. 

Turning now to the practical side wbatewr has been the 
history of the ChuITh, and it is not ideal, it is certain that the 
l:istory of Jesus proves the indusion of the healing of the body 
in pure Christianity. And yet there are thORe who deny that 
the mi!'Sion of Jesus was in any i_:ense socinl. ".Jesus," they 
say .... "took a personnl interest in the poor, the sick, the 
rni~erable; but His purely religious tenehing and His snving 
acti,;ty were in no wny directed to any imprm·emcnt in their 
rnrthly position; to say that His objects and intentions were of 
a ~ocial character is to secnlurize them."11 

Onr against this view, in the Gospel of the Hebrew", ~tlm<l~ 
the story of the rich yonng man, which is somowhnt diff crcnt 
from that gi\"cn by Matthew, l\fark nnd Lnko and closes ·with 
tbi~ reply from Jesus: "How cnnst thon sny: I have kept the 
law and the prophets, us it is written in the ln.w, love thy ncigh­
hor as thy~Ir? Behold many of thy brethren, Hons of A'braluun, 
lie in dirty rags nnd die of hunger nnd thy house is full of 
many goocl-,, and nothing comes out of it to them." 1~ 

"You obser,;e," says the great Hn.rnaek, "how Jesus foll the 
mnterinl wnnts of the poor, nnd how Ho deduced n. romecly for 
:auch distress fl'Om tho commandment, 'Love thy neighbor n:-1 
thyself.' Proplc ought not to spook of loving their neighbors 
if tlwy l"IIH allow men beside them to !'ltun·e nnd dio in rniHCry. 

lt i~ not only that the gospel preaches soli<lurity nnd tlw help­
ing ol' others: it is in this mosso.go thnt its real import <·on!'ii-!ts 
• · • . It.-; tcndcncv t-0 union nncl hrothcrlineiaH is not so 11111<'11 n.n 
accidental phcn~menon in its history ns the essential fcnlure of 
it:-1 chnructcr. This g0!1)el aims nt founding a ('Olllmunity 
r.mong men ns wide us human life itself and us docp ns human 
ncc-d~.'' 13 And I sny the conflic-ting, compctith;e ia:ocinl inter-

HHarn.ack "Wha.t is Christianity?" 
12Harnack "What le Cbrlet111.nltv?" 
I3Harn.ack "What le Christianity?" 
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C$ts must yield to the co-operative community of social good 
and the love of one another if we are to saw the remnant of 
Christianity yet among us. Christianity has a ia:ocial mission; 
deprive it. of that, and it is bereft of its power. And with 
Ilauschenbusch, "Whoever unoouples the religious and social 
life has not understood Jesus. Whoever sets any bounds for 
the reconstructive power of the religious life over the social 
relations and institutions of men, to that extent denies the faith 
of the Ma.•4.er."14 

It isn't the counting of our beads in prayer, it isn't the tith­
ing of all we possess, it irn't t·he pundiliousnc:>d with which we 
:ire always in our church pew or do our so-called church dutic-; 
-these ought not to be neglected-but it is the "wcight.iet· 
matters": how many heart-hungers and flesh-hungers-, ~orrow­
fu l spectacles, have we passed by in our Rt.reels and pnid no 
heed to? 

It is as curious as it is instructive, that Levitc and priest, 
the profe~onal and ceremonial officers, brought us no great 
reform, no great literature, no great life. It was the prophet,; 
who came out of the ranks of the people and fought the battloil 
of the people against oppression, against prie3tly irreligion, 
against idolatry. They were the agitators, the social reformer,-, 
the statesmen emphasizing the essentia:ls of mercy and truth 
and justice and freedom and manhood and heroism and pat­
riotism, and treating with noble SGorn pe:tlty rletnils and empt~ 
ceremonies and ra.imless formalities. These with the JudJ!C:'I 
and Moses, the great wilderness-taught Moses, on the side of 
action, brought us our Bible. The poetic side will be considered 
in another lecture. 

Wherever ceremonial and profO&lional religion takes the 
place of humanitarian, worship and men degenerate; the tempi,, 
rises, the priest fattens, the wors.hip fnili-. Golden altars tak<> 
the place of oonsecratcd hearts. Beauty I love; art I love; mel­
low lights of magnificent wind(,ws divine with the glories of 
great painters upon them seem to carry mo it little nearer to 
Heaven as I worship, but t·his gorgeous detail is not the e.,;scntiul 

14Rauschenll>usch: "Christianity end t·he Social Crisis." 
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product of the society of .Jesus. It may be a meam to worshi1-> 
nnd it may be madness. The essential product is men ond help 
of men-not grand altars, not great domes which ove~hadow 
the simple pastoral life of the Galilean .Jesus. We are in rlan­
•Tcr of isolating ourselves from the very people whom Jesus 
~ame to save, if, my brothers, we have not done it already-the 
lo.boring men-we in our fine houses and our fine cll'thes and 
our high ways and our fixed fashions and our unju;at wages, 
while the people rot in our tenement:-: and die in om ;.:trect>'. 
'The truth, the deep personality of Jesus, wns so !-<implc, so 
direct, so unpretentious, so f:O<'ial-nt a wed<lin!!. eating nt a 
publican's house, violat.ing nil the .Jewi~h notion-- of propriet~·, 
mingling with sinners nn<l di!-<rcgordin~ nil their <'PI'C'moninl 
cleansing, taking no heed of fii'l'>t families or th<' four h11mlrf'1l 
:md paying no attention to church of Philisti1w I'C'S]K'ctnhilit:-,·. 
lioating with fishermen, healing the sick, blc:-:;.,ing- children. 
talking to a Samaritan wom1111, in the wildemes:-1 orb_,. the :oc.a­
:-idc preaching, teaching in the erowdcd i-trect1-1 n:-1 llll'll elbowed 
pa,-t to their busin~, 011 the fnrm-wnys or in !he· tP1nple nl 
.Jrm:'!alem, up in the mom1tni11 ()l' down by the '-'en-none wer1; 
too high and none were t.oo low for Hi~ di\"inc- i-<oc-il'I,·. 1/1· 11•1111 

<1ll men's br~ther. • 
Would one seeing us, our kindly wnv~ nnd ~imple, !he ~hnr­

ing of our life with others, our brotherly inte1'C'~t, om t·nrtli11lity 
to truth and our hospitulity to ~trnngc-rs-wo11ld our :,:ec-ing 11,­
rec·kon that we had been with .Jesrn,-'? 

In our indufltrial wars thr hittertH'~ breuk~ 1111 l,111111ll:- nrul 
rmtrici<lnl <·nrnlty flow .... thit·k 111111 hltwk with gn'nt dots 0£ 
l,looll. "'hnt would J,.:uiah :-11y '( llow long, 111y hrol hc-1":-1, bt'­
t'ore we shnll help ernry lllilll hi:- 11Pighhor; nn1l Pvrryono say 
to hi;i Lrothcr, nc or goo1l (•011rngt'; nn<l tllC' ('IU1)enh'I' cnc-our­
age tho _gold,mith un<l he thnt :-moothrth with tlw hn1111ner him 
that ,;mitclh upon the undl. 15 

Living 011 the drenclfu I uhy:-:,; 11ml pnuptir l,or1h•r. 110 higher 
!'tandard or lifo to hope for, 110 Nlll<'alionnl efficiency, with ho.g­
gal'fl durknc:-s shrondi11g the fntnrr-with Cnrlylc, there rises 

15 lsa. 41:6, 7. 
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a ~1>0ntaneous, passionate cry: "Alm,, was this, too, a breath of 
God; be.stowed in Heaven, but on earth never to be unfolded!­
That there should one man die ignorant who had capacity for 
knowledge, this I call a tragedy ."16 Not only the low wage but 
the inc.ome is diminished by enforced periods of unemployment. 
In moo, six an<l a half millions of laborers were out of ern­
ployment part of the time, two millions half of the lime, a half­
million all the time. 17 Shorter hour:-:, higher wages, steadier 
employment, sanitation and protection will help but will not 
heal this indu:"trial distemper. Until men become brothers and 
the sharing of their work and their life leads them to want t-0 
help 011c anotJ1cr, howenr good our laws, the ideal will stand 
remote and apart from the actual world. 

It has been c~timated that about 10 per 1,000 die each year 
among 1he well-to-do, 15 per 1,000 among the higher c!ass of 
laborers, 35 per 1,000 among the lowest class, or the ,·cry poor. 
In Glasgow among certain tenement houses 55 per 1,00(1 died 
an n:ually; but after renovation the death-rate dropped to 14, 
while in the neighboring tenements it was still 53. 'fhis and 
other like experiments, proves the responsibility of the ten<'­
mel)t owners. 

In Paris the death-ra:te from consumption among the poor 
is three times as groat ns that of t.he well-to-do. In T-Inmimrg it 
is the same, while in New York it reaches the frightful figure 
of fourteen to one. And in the worst "douhlc-<le<'ker" tene­
ments the death-rate among children reaC'hes 204 per 1,000, or 
] to 5; four times as great ns that of the uver:tge child. 1 s Dis­
ease multiplies frightfully from eontagion, anrl hn<l habits, and 
impossible food, and crowding, and filth~ ·while' thil immomli­
ties nre monstrous in certain loculitics. From this qunrlcr t..hc­
infection spreads and lnys its death grip 011 foir forms, be the~· 
never so clean. 'l'hc only hope of u 1mnilmy world i~ n socinl 
hope. No life is safe with a ncgleded class as n menace to 
l1ealth and morals. In sheer self-defence n brotherly interest 
will sweep us into social service; 

16Siartor Resartus. 
l 7Robcrt Hunter, "Poverty." 
lSRobert Hunter: "Poverty." 
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Four millions of people in the United States are supported 
at public expen...o:e. Four millions more, it is estimated, hear 
their misery in silence. The income of ten million more is 
altogether inadequate to maintain their physical etficicnc-y for 
work, and the race degenerates. One million and seven hun­
dred thousand children who ought to be in school arc forc-e<l 
Ly poverty to earn a livelihood, and fiye million women ar0 
wnge earners. 

WHAT IS THE SOLl'TIOX? 

To some it was thought to be simply relief; but cxpcric·1we 
proves that public or prirnte charity is only un cxpc<licut. It 
lias helped some, but it has hurt more than it has helped. It 
i-; better to l'tuffer and be a man than be on the charity fo,t and 
be a pauper with the lo~ of self-re~ect. To Carlyle it was 
,rnrk, sacred, divine lifo-labors. "A man perfeds himself Ly 
l\orking. Foul jungles arc cleared away, fair scedfioJd,, riso 
in~-wad, and !'tat~ly cit.ies."19 To live the simple lit'e, to 11\ian­
,lon ltLmry, to scn·e the public need, to sympathize \\ith the 
poor, nnd these all emblazoned with a bewildering fire-this 
,ms the program of Ruskin. He plac·ed the wealth of nations 
in men. "There is no wealth but life; life, inchulin~ nll its 
powers of love, of joy, of admiration. That country is richest 
whrd1 nouri:-:hes the greatest number of noble an<l hnppy hnmun 
beings." And as to luxury, he Anid: "Corn,idcr whether, even 
;.1.1pposing it guiltle..~, luxury would be der-ircd by nny of 11s if 
wo snw dcnrly ot our -,ides the misery that accompanies it in 
the worl<l. L\Lxury is indeed pocasible in the fnture--innoC"ent. 
and exquisite; llLxury for nll and by help of nll; but lm:my nt 
present can only be enjoyed by the ignorant; the cnrnlcst. mnn 
living could not sit at his foost unless ho snt blinclfol<locl."2(), 

Th<>SC both demnnclod work-work for tho rir.11 nncl work for 
tlw pof)r-an honest day's lubor for un honm1t clay's Wllj!O; for­
to them there was no alternative, it WflB either work or stenl. 

Biology hns made possible the allovintion of the wnemont 
evil:,, the ~lmn with il<! vile thought!! nncl foul ~a~l.", the vngrant 

19"Pa.at and Preeent." 
~OUnto This Last. 
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problem, the unsanita1;y shops which preserve and spread our 
contagions; and when we remember that unless we redeem these 
dens of vice and these open dist-empers our own homes shall 
whiten with the leprosy that smites them to death, a new apos­
tolate whose zeal is religion shall arise to the needs of the hour. 

Biology has made possible the operation on practically all 
the Yital organs, including the heart; and the modern surgery 
of the brain, the banishment of malaria, and the abolition of 
yellow fever are already under way. In compound fractures 
it has reduced the mortality frorn 63 to 1 per ce:1t.: and in 
oYariotomy from 66 to 2 per cent.; diphtheria to one-third of 
its former harnc and hydrophobia to less than a half of 1 per 
cent.; while the plague of "black death" is swept bodily away 
from all sanitary shores. It has reduced the mo11ality in 
Epinal meningitis from 80 to le&<i than 30 per cent. and that 
of the great "white plague" (tnberculosi;ai), the greatest single 
scourge of the -world, lrns fallen 50 per cent. It has increased 
the average life from 25 to 43 years, and the death-rate in the 
great cities of the world has fallen from 60 per 1,000 to 18. 

"And what shall I more say?" using Paul's gre.at peroration 
with all truthfulneEs. "For time would fail me to tell 
of Koch, Pasteur, Reed, Lazear, ManE'on, Ross and the 
prophets; who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought right­
eournes.~, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
quenched the violence of fire, escaped lhe edge of the sword, out 
of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned 
tu flight armies of the aliens. Women received their dead 
raised to life again."21 But it hn!< been prodded "that they 
~-ithout us i-honld not be made perfoct". And so to-dny we 
faC'o the pr0Llc1m they left: to abolish the pei'lilcnces that bc­
leafpier the human body, poverty and squalor that destroy 
human hope, crime which undermines human health and 
brutalizes human life, injustice and oppression which bow down 
and degrade the human spirit; to relieve the poor without in­
creasing poverty, to help the weak without making them hclp­
Jes~, and t-0 open tho way of opportunity to ewry born child. 

21Heb. 11:32-35, 40. 
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Sa.nit.aria rise in all lands for the healing of the nations; 
.campaigns against disease, crusades against C'onsumption, the 
battle of the slums, preventive sanitation, hospitals, state, private 
and denominational, asylums for the insane, school~ for the 
def e.ctive, public edueation, Christian colleges, and state insti­
tutions show how the biological achievements and the Chris­
tian principle are mingled with the activities of the people; 
but we are not yet grappling sufficiently the problem at its 
.cprings. 0, my brothers, there is work to do. 

PO\·erty and misery and orphans and insanity, life's legion 
(,f c,·ib, hand-made and society-made and inevitable. To these 
l,iology brings its leaves of healing, but futility shall wrap 
them in her selfish garments unless the divine life, tonic and 
tender, lay thorn upon the sores of society. Making men able 
without making men good will never heal our social infirmi­
tie:-. ~o remedy without Jesus shall ever solve the industrial 
prol1kms of our nation, or any nation; no remedy but the deep 
1,cr~onality of Jesus planted in the breasts of men. 

The saloon, the unbrotherly inhumanity thn.t takes a. mnn's 
money and damns him with bad liquor; the unbrotherly em­
ployer who takes, for he can tnko it under our competitive 
tyranny, n man's labor n.nd holds back part of the wages; tho 
•·whito slave" traffic for whose accompliC'os the world hns yet to 
invent a moan enough name; the wretchedne..'18 and misery horn 
of pa,;.,ion and culpable with crime which vaunts it..,elf in the 
p11.laeo und crouches in the hovel, for which there il'I no hel·p 
and 110 healing and no hope of healing hut Jcsm1. Tho biolo-­
g-ist and the preacher, the ministers of Jesus, and the helpers 
of nwn, must seek n.nd find and recover the world. 

C,1rly,lo did not find the solution; Ruskin did not find the 
~lntion; )fotthew Arnold did not find the solutiQn; democracy 
i., not the solution, labor unions are not the solution, biology 
is not the solution; the religion of Jesus, ethical n.nd persuasive, 
inrln,ling and interpenetrating all the rest, is the entirely only 
solution of the ills of life ancl the onlv hope of its entire up-
Luilding. • 

Tn~ead of biology's destroying or tending to destroy the 
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love of good, it becomes one ,vith it, and instead of its being 
biology or religion, it becomes biology and religion, "one and 
inseparable, now and forever", in the mightiest task ever left 
to men. 

It doesn't make so much difference about the weapon-that 
i:, important-but it does make a world of difference about the 
ma.nner and the spirit of our going into battle. 

"This I beheld, or dreamed it in a dream:­
There spread a cloud of dust along a plain ; 
And underneath the cloud, or in H, raged 
A furious battle, and men yeliled, and sword 
Shocked upon sword and shields. A prince's banner 
Wavered, then staggered backward, hemmed by f oe'i. 
A craven hung along the baittle's edge, 
And thought, 'Had I a sword of keener steel-
That blue blade that the king's son bears-but this 
Blunt thing I' he snapped and flung it from his hand 
And, lowering, crept away and left the field. 
Then crune the king's son, wounded, sore best.ead, 
And weaponless, and saw the broken sword, 
Hilt-buried in the dry and trodden sand, 
And ran and snatched it, and with battle-shout 
Lift.ed afresh he hewed his enemy down, 
And savod a great cause that heroic <lny."22 

22Edmund Rowland Slll. 




