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INTRODUCTION­

UNDER RECONSTRUCTION 

John H. Armstrong 

tr' hicago, it has been said by more than one wag, has only 
~ two seasons-winter and road reconstruction! We who 
live here soon learn to avoid the roads that are being resur­
faced and rebuilt for eight months of every year. Our sense of 
humor is often challenged, but in the end we survive and 
soon enjoy roads without potholes and journeys that tran­
spire more smoothly. This analogy comes to mind as we 
undergo some major changes in the direction of this periodi­
cal in the corning months. Let me explain. 

In the late 1980s the seed that became the Reformation & 
Revival Journal was planted in my heart. Some friends suggest­
ed that church leaders would profit by a journal that 
addressed issues of theology and pastoral practice with strong 
emphasis on reforming and renewing the church by Word 
and Spirit. This idea led to the birth of Reformation & Revival 
Ministries in 1991, when four men met with me in my horne 
in Carol Stream, Illinois, to pray and plan for a new ministry 
to the church. Then, in 1992, this Journal was the first result 
of our planning. Thirteen-plus years later, the issue that you 
now read becomes the fifty-fourth quarterly issue that we 
have published. 

This journal has undergone various subtle and minor 
changes over the course of thirteen years. This is to be expected 
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with any such journal. Publications must change, to some 
extent, or they die. An editor is faced with two goals in terms 
of readership. First he must seek to connect with those who 
already appreciate the publication so that they will choose to 
remain subscribers /readers. We have, generally speaking, 
done well at this goal. Most of our readers are deeply commit­
ted folks who love this journal. The second goal has not been 
reached quite so successfully. This goal is to write and publish 
so we can gain as many new readers as possible. This goal 
envisions that this publication will have an ever deepening 
impact upon a wider and wider segment of the church at 
large. Because we have not succeeded so well in reaching this 
goal, we began with the last issue (14.1) to make changes that 
will continue to unfold in coming issues as we undertake a 
serious reconstruction project. This Editor's Introduction will 
be used to explain where we are going and why. 

First, there are some things that we will not change in the 
new Reformation & Revival Journal. We will retain our strongly 
Protestant and evangelical stance. Though we value a number 
of periodicals, and insights, that feed the mind and soul of 
Christian leaders from Roman Catholic and Orthodox sources, 
our roots remain firmly planted in the Protestant Reformation and 
the great evangelical awakenings. We still believe, now more than 
we did in 1991, that a serious periodical, from this tradition, 
needs to address the minds and hearts of thinking Christians 
who identify with evangelical churches and ministries. We 
believe this is our mission, and this has not changed. 

We will not change our basic goals for publication as stat­
ed on the information page of this quarterly. We remain com­
mitted to biblical reformation and to true revival. We want to 
strengthen praying Christians in order to foster a movement 
of intercession. And we believe true revival should never be 
divorced from a serious encounter with the history and theol­
ogy of the church. Simply put, academic theology and church 
ministry must not be divorced. These goals have been, and 
will remain, our commitments. 

What will change, however, is quite substantial. Our for­
mat and style of writing is in need of a serious makeover if we 
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are to reach a wider and more diverse readership. To do this 
we will incorporate the following changes in the next several 
issues: 

1. We will include a number of shorter, simpler, more 
reader-friendly articles in each issue. These will gener­
ally not be scholarly in style, thus there will be no end­
notes or technical argumentation in most of these arti­
cles and short opinion pieces. 

2. We will place two or three longer and more academic 
articles in an ~ppropriate place within the journal so 
that the reager knows in advance that these may be a 
"reach" for some. The reader can choose to skip these 
articles and still profit immensely from about 70% of 
the Journal since the content will not be limited, as in 
the past, to this style alone. 

3. We will add features that foster better dialogue and 
interaction. We invite your letters, personal submis­
sions and suggestions, and the type of input that will 
make the Journal distinctly interactive. 

4. We will seek to be current with trends, issues, interest 
in reformation and awakening, and vital missional 
news that impacts the church from a perspective that is 
plainly focused upon renewal in Protestant settings. 

5. We will retain major book review articles, which are a 
hugely popular part of the journal. In fact, we will add 
even more to this part of the journal. Books are an 
important part of our contribution to the thinking 
Christian reader. We want this to be one of the first 
places a discerning reader goes to find out about new 
and important books. In this issue a review/critique of 
the popular book, The Purpose Driven Life, provides an 
example. 

6. We will conduct open and engaging forums on various 
current topics. These will become more and more 
prominent in each issue of the journal. For example, in 
the next issue (14:3), we will have a major discussion 
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of Brian D. McLaren's important book A Generous 
Orthodoxy. Three reviews of this book will appear fol­
lowed by a very well-done response from Brian. This 
material is some of the finest content we have ever 
published. We believe the reader will benefit immense­
ly through this type of exchange. 

7. As you may have already noticed, we will not have 
themes on the cover of each issue. This doesn't mean 
that a theme will not sometimes emerge. It simply 
means that we will not be limited to that theme in a 
particular issue. Articles may cluster around one sub­
ject, now and then, but this will not be required. This 
frees us editorially to pursue a number of things in 
timely ways. 

8. Important updates and news from Reformation & 
Revival Ministries, our parent organization, will appear 
in the journal. This will allow readers to connect our 
larger ministry with that of the quarterly journal. We 
will also include appropriate advertising for publishers 
and other ministries. This will help us expand our 
vision and promote our goals while it will also provide 
much needed funding for the publication. 

9. The journal will become available online in 2005. Our 
plan is to provide an online subscription service that 
includes access to all back issues. Some readers will 
prefer this option to a print copy while others will 
desire both options. Watch our Web site for more 
information, www.reformationrevivaLcom. 

So, our sincere hope is. that this reconstruction period will 
go as smoothly as possible. There will undoubtedly be some 
bumps in the road as we work out these changes. We believe 
that in the end you, the reader, will have a much better quar­
terly journat one that can be used widely to promote the 
great truths we still believe very deeply in-reformation and 
revival. Your comments, prayers, and help are appreciated by 
all of us who produce this quarterly for church renewal. 


