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ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Jehin Armstrong

Beisner, E. Calvin. God in Three Persons. Wheaton, Illinois:
Tyndale, 1984. A simple overview that traces the formu-
lation of the doctrine and the controversies that arose
among early Christians who sought to find the right
language to adequately explain this truth.

Bowman, Robert M. Why You Should Believe in the Trinity: An
Answer to the Jehovah's Witnesses. Grand Rapids: Baker,
1989. A brief refutation of the claims of the Jehovah's
Witnesses that the Trinity is an apostate doctrine.

Boyd, Gregory A. Oneness Pentecostals & the Trinity. Grand
Rapids: Baker, 1992. Boyd, now the leading proponent
of “openness” theology, was once a Oneness Pente-
costal. Here he explains why he left this moment and
embraced historic doctrinal understanding. Oneness
Pentecostalism is the largest anti-Trinitarian movement
in the world.

Bray, Gerald H. The Personal God: Is the Classical Understand-
ing Tenable? Carlisle, Cumbria: Paternoster Press, 1998.
A response to the “openness” proposal mentioned in
the above comment.

*Bray, Gerald H. The Doctrine of God. Downers Grove, Illi- .
nois: InterVarsity Press, 1993. This is one of several vol-
umes in the extremely helpful series, Contours of Christian
Theology. Answers questions related to how we should
understand the personal, Trinitarian existence of God.
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Butin, Philip W. The Trinity. Louisville: The Geneva Press,
2001. This new title is part of a new series of books on
theological issues for laypersons. Written in plain, under-
standable and readable language. A very useful book.

Campbell, Ken. Our Awesome God: What Is our God Really
Like? Inverness, Scotland: Christian Focus Publications,
n.d. A basic book that could be used with profit by
youth groups.

Coffey, David. Deus Trinitas: The Doctrine of the Triune God.
New York: Oxford University Press, 1999. Coffey, an
Australian priest of the Roman Catholic Church consid-
ers the full range of issues related to the Trinity. This is
an important academic work that interacts with serious
contemporary philosophical arguments.

*Erickson, Millard J. Making Sense of the Trinity. Grand
Rapids: Baker, 2000. A popularly-written introduction
to three crucial questions: Is the doctrine of the Trinity
biblical? Does the doctrine make sense? What differ-
ence does the doctrine make? Erickson is clear, concise
and helpful. Churches could profitably use this book
for study groups.

Erickson, Millard J. God the Father Almighty: A Contemporary
Exploration of the Divine Attributes. Grand Rapids: Baker,
1998. Not limited to the doctrine of the Trinity alone,
this is an important consideration of modern issues
related to God, his existence, person, and nature.

Fatula, Mary Ann. The Triune God of Christian Faith. Col-
legeville, Minnesota: The Liturgical Press, 1990. Part of
a series designed for college students by a Roman
Catholic publisher. Interacts with Rahner, Kasper, and
William Hill.

Feenstra, Ronald J. and Cornelius Plantinga, Jr., editors.
Trinity, Incarnation and Atonement: Philosophical & Theo-
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logical Essays. South Bend, Indiana: University of Notre
Dame Press, 1989. Includes some excellent essays by
the editors as well as Thomas Morris and Eleonore
Stump. This is necessarily a highly technical work.

Geisler, Norman L. Creating God in the Image of Man? Min-
neapolis: Bethany House Publishers, 1997. Geisler, a
well-known apologist, provides serious warnings about
the recent “openness” view of God.

*Hanson, R. P. C. The Search for the Christian Doctrine of
God. Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1988. The classic survey of
the Arian controversy between A.0.318 and 381. This
large work (931 pages) replaces the last full-scale work
by Gwatkin published in 1882.

Heinze, E. Charles. Trinity & Triunity: Salvation and the
Nature of the Godhead. Dale City, Virginia: Epaphras
Press, 1995. A soteriology that shows how Trinitarian-
ism best explains salvation through a Reformed under-
standing of operations of grace.

Heron, Alasdair 1. C., editor. The Forgotten Trinity: The Report
of the BCC Study Commission on Trinitarian Doctrine
Today. London: The British Council of Churches, 1989.
A report from the ecumenical study commission on the
doctrine of the Trinity. '

Heron, Alasdair 1. C., editor. The Forgotten Trinity: A Selection
of Papers Presented to the BCC Study Commission on Trini-
tarian Doctrine Today, 1991. A companion to the previ-
ous volume, this one includes some good papers given
by James Torrance, John Zizioulas, Alasdair Heron, Paul
Fiddes and Colin Gunton.

Hodgson, Leonard. The Doctrine of the Trinity. New York:
Scribners, 1944. The Croall Lectures of 1942-43 given
by the former Regius professor of divinity of Oxford,
the canon of Christ Church. A good introduction to the
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subject from a serious scholar.

Leupp, Rodney T. Knowing the Name of God: A Trinitarian
Tapestry of Grace, Faith and Community. Downers Grove,
[llinois: InterVarsity Press, 1996. A useful argument for
the American scene which has lost interest in this “core”
doctrine.

Lowry, C. W. The Trinity and Christian Devotion. New York:
Harper, 1946. A helpful out-of-print work by an Angli-
can who shows the reader how the doctrine should
affect devotion and worship in the believer's life.

Macleod, Donald. Behold Your God. Inverness, Scotland:
Christian Focus Publications, 1990. A very well-written
popular overview of the doctrine of God by a solid Scot-
tish evangelical theologian.

Macleod, Donald. Shared Life: The Trinity and the Fellowship
of God's People. Inverness, Scotland: Christian Focus
Publications, 1994. The doctrine of the Trinity should
directly affect how we live. Macleod shows you how.
Superb!

Marsh, Thomas. The Triune God: A Biblical, Historical, and
Theological Study. New York: Twenty-Third Publications,
1994. This work does what the title claims by providing
a sound overview.

*Marshall, Bruce D. Trinity and Truth. New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2000. The decade of the 1990s gave us
some of the most important academic works on the

“Trinity in one hundred years. This book heralds the
good news that our new decade may yet yield more of
the same. A very important work which is part of the
Cambridge Studies in Christian Doctrine series.

Meerson, Michael Aksinonov. The Trinity of Love. Quincy,
Illinois: Franciscan Press, 1998. A look at the emphasis
on the Trinity in modern Russian theology with its
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unique emphasis upon the love paradigm, so important
to retrieving a renewal of Trinitarian theology.

Mills, Robert P. Whom Alone We Worship and Serve. Lenoir,
North Carolina: Presbyterian Lay Committee Publica-
tions, 1998. A brief and helpful overview of the doc-
trine of God designed with twelve chapters for study
purposes.

Nacef, Antoine E. The Mystery of the Trinity in the Theological
Thought of Pope John Paul II. New York: Peter Lang, 1999.
An important academic work that looks at the develop-
ment of Trinitarian thought in the writings of the pre-
sent pope.

O’Collins, Gerald. The Tripersonal God: Understanding and
Interpreting the Trinity. Mahwah, New Jersey: Paulist
Press, 1999. The author draws on three areas: testimony
to the tripersonal in Scripture, the development of
Trinitarian doctrine from the second century and major
Trinitarian issues facing the church today. Henry Chad-
wick calls this “a very mature book.”

Peters, Ted. God as Trinity: Rationality and Temporality in
Divine Life. Louisville: Westminster/John Knox Press,
1993. Peters surveys the important thought of contem-
poraries such as Welch, Barth, Jiingel, Moltmann, Rahn-
er and Pannenberg. Handles difficult material with
great clarity.

Richardson, Cyril C. The Doctrine of the Trinity. Nashville:
Abingdon Press, 1958. A basic and simple clarification of
what the doctrine of the Trinity attempts to express. Writ-
ten when few such works were being done in America.

Ross, Bob L. The Trinity and the Eternal Sonship of Christ.
Pasadena, Texas: Pilgrim Publications, 1993. A popular-
ly-written and well-argued rebuttal of Oneness Pente-
costalism.
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Rusch, William G., editor. The Trinitarian Controversy.
Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1980. A collection of
important early church documents related to conflicts
over the Trinity. Includes letters from Arius and Athana-
sius as well as fresh translations of work from Gregory
of Nyssa, Gregory of Nazianzus and Augustine.

Smail, Thomas A. The Forgotten Father. Grand Rapids: Eerd-
mans, 1980. Smail, a British theologian who taught fora
short time at Fuller Theological Seminary, suggests that
in the modern era of the Holy Spirit the church has “for-
gotten” the Father. A wonderful book that shows how
serious theology impacts the everyday life of the church.

Thompson, John. Modern Trinitarian Perspectives. New York:
Oxford University Press, 1994. The author, professor of
systematic theology at Union Theological College,
Belfast, was a student of the late Karl Barth. This work
roots the Trinity in practical faith and life.

*Toon, Peter. Our Triune God: A Biblical Portrayal of the Trini-
ty. Wheaton, Illinois: Victor/Bridgepoint, 1996. An
important book for lay and pastoral reader alike. Toon
understands evangelicalism and writes to our most
obvious needs theologically.

Toon, Peter and James D. Spiceland, editors. One God in
Trinity. Westchester, Illinois: Crossway, 1980. A collec-
tion of very helpful essays which analyze the principal
dogma of historic Christianity by looking at subjects
such as the Patristic dogma of the Trinity, the filioque
clause, the thought of Karl Barth and the rise of modern
Process Theology.

*Torrance, Alan J. Persons in Communion: Trinitarian Descrip-
tion and Human Participation. Edinburgh: T & T Clark,
1996. An examination which seeks to balance Karl
Barth's “revelation model” of the Trinity by seeing wor-
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ship as the true context for Trinitarian theology. Highly
recommended academic work from an important Scot-
tish theologian.

*Torrance, Thomas F. The Trinitarian Faith: The Evangelical
Theology of the Ancient Catholic Church. Edinburgh: T& T
Clark, 1993. Torrance is perhaps the foremost modern
theologian on this subject. All that he writes, including
this work, tends to be dense for some readers but will
always be well worth the effort.

Torrance, Thomas F. Trinitarian Perspectives: Toward Doctrinal
Agreement. Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1994. An attempt to
show how and why we can reach consensus by begin-
ning doctrinal renewal with the Trinity. The goal is to
show how fruitful discussion upon this doctrine can
directly impact ecumenical dialogue.

*Torrance, Thomas F. The Christian Doctrine of God: One
Being, Three Persons. Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1996. The
newest of Torrance’s three volumes on the Trinity, this
will surely be a classic academic work for some time.
Highly recommended.

Schwobel, Christoph, editor. Trinitarian Theology Today:
Essays on Divine Being and Art. Edinburgh: T & T Clark,
1995. A small work that is provocative and insightful.

*Vanhoozer, Kevin J., editor. The Trinity in a Pluralistic Age.
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997. Includes essays by
some of the most important evangelical theological
voices in our time: Kevin Vanhoozer, Gerald Bray,
Lesslie Newbigin, Colin Gunton, Henri Blocher, Trevor
Hart, Gary Badcock, and Richard Bauckham. This is an
immensely important book.

Wainwright, Arthur A. The Trinity in the New Testament. Lon-
don: S.P.C.K., 1962. The Trinity clearly arises out of the
New Testament and its implications were worked out in
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~the early church. Wainwright shows how this was done.

White, James R. The Forgotten Trinity: Recovering'the Heart of
Christian Belief. Minneapolis, Minnesota: Bethany
House Publishers, 1998. The author has an ability to
say important and complex things in readable ways. A
good overview for laypersons.

*Highly recommended



