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1 t is by its worship that the Church lives; it is there that. its 
heart beats. And in fact the life of the Church pulsates hke 
the heart by systole and diastole. As the heart is for the ani­
mal body, so the cult is for church life a pump whi~h sen~s 
into circulation and draws in again, it claims and It sanctI­
fies. It is from the life of worship- from the Mass- that 
the Church spreads itself abroad into the world to mingle 
with it like leaven in the dough, to give it savour like salt, to 
irradiate like light, and it is towards the cult- towards the 
Eucharist- that the Church returns from the world like a 
fisherman gathering up his nets or a farmer harvesting his 
grain. The only parochial activities which ha:e any r.eal ju~­
tification are those which spring from worshIp and III theIr 
turn nourish it. 

J. J. VON ALLMEN, WORSHIP: ITS THEOLOGY AND PRACTICE 

(NEW YORK: OXFORD UNIVERSIlYPRESS, 1965),55-56. 

he job of the local church is to communicate the good 
news of Jesus Christ, to draw people into a living relation­
ship with God, and to remold disciples of Jesus into a Ser­
mon-on-the-Mount shape. Any worship music that aids a 
church in these tasks is almost certainly a conduit of the 
Holy Spirit. In light of this, maybe it is time to substitute 
charity for condescension. 

MICHAEL S. HAMILTON 
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gy and worship. 

Swindoll, Charles R. Intimacy with the Almighty: Encounter­
ing Christ in the Secret Places of Your Life. Nashville, Ten­
nessee: Word, 1996. A strong personal testimony about 
the need for space and silence before the Lord in pri­
vate worship. 

Thiessen, Donald. Psalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs: What 
the Bible Says about Music. Chicago: Cornerstone Press, 
1994. A compendium of all the references to music in 
the Bible. 

Toon, Peter. Genuine Godliness & True Piety: Worshipping God 
in Faith, Hope and Love. Carrollton, Texas: Ekklesia Soci­
ety Publications, 2000. A simple, brief, conservative 
treatment aimed at those who use the Prayer Book in 
the Anglican tradition. 

*Torrance, James B. Worship, Community and the Triune God 
of Grace. Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity, 1996. A 
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remarkable exposition of worship as "our participation 
through the Spirit in the Son's communion with the 
Father." 

*Torrance, Thomas E, James B. Torrance, and David W. Tor­
rance. A Passion for Christ: The Vision that Ignites 
Ministry. Edited by Gerrit Dawson and Jock Stein. Edin­
burgh: The Handsel Press, and Lenoir, North Carolina: 
Presbyterian Lay Committee (PLC) Publications, 1999. 
Essays by three Scottish brothers on the significance of 
the living Christ for worship and ministry. 

Towns, Elmer. Putting an End to Worship Wars. Nashville, 
Tennessee: Broadman &1 Holman, 1997. An examina­
tion and evaluation of different styles of worship. 
"Now, return to your worship style and do it better. 
Don't change for the sake of someone else's model." 

Towns, Elmer L., Ten of Today's Most Innovative Churches. 
Ventura California: Regal, 1990. This book describes 
the activities and workings of various high profile 
churches across the nation. 

Tozer, A. W. The Christian Book of Mystical Verse. Camp Hill: 
Pennsylvania: Christian Publications, 1963, 1991. 
Christian poetry compiled by Tozer as an aid to wor­
ship and intimate fellowship with God. 

Tozer, A. W. The Pursuit of God. Camp Hill, Pennsylvania: 
Christian Publications, 1982. A devotional classic, Toz­
er provides fuel for worship by exploring the nature of 
God and the blessedness of drawing near to him. 

Tozer, A. W. Tozer on Worship and Entertainment: Selected 
Excerpts. Compiled by James L. Snyder. Camp Hill, 
Pennsylvania: Christian Publications, 1997. Excerpts 
from Tozer's sermons, editorials, columns, and books. 

*Tozer, A. W. Whatever Happened to Worship ? Compiled and 
edited by Gerald B. Smith. Camp Hill, Pennsylvania: 
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Christian Publications, 1985. This book was compiled 
from taped sermons after Tozer's death. A stirring 
reminder of the importance and centrality of worship. 

*Tozer, A. W. Worship: The Missing lewel of the Evangelical 
Church. Camp Hill, Pennsylvania: Christian Publica­
tions, n.d. A prophetic call to the Church to restore 
worship to its rightful prominence in the life of the 
Church. God maywell have used Tozer to touch off the 
renewed attention to worship in today's Church. 

Underhill, Evelyn. Worship. Harper & Brothers, 1937. A pio­
neering work on the history and theology of worship. 

Wainwright, Geoffrey. Doxology: The Praise of God in Wor­
ship, Doctrine, and Life: A Systematic Theology. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1980. A complex, massively 
endnoted work which the author describes as both "a 
systematic theology written from a liturgical perspec­
tive" and as "a theology of worship. " 

Wardle, Terry, Exalt Him! Camp Hill, Pennsylvania: Chris­
tian Publications, 1992. The author calls for worship 
services that have a balanced appeal to the mind, the 
heart and the spirit; with a balance between order and 
freedom, structure and flexibility. 

Watts, Isaac. The Psalms and Hymns of Isaac Watts. Morgan, 
Pennsylvania: Soli Deo Gloria Publications, 1997. The 
complete texts of Watts' poetic paraphrases of all of the 
Psalms and of his hymns. Metrical indications allow 
his texts to be combined with familiar hymn tunes for 
use in worship. 

*Webber, Robert, E., ed. The Complete Library of Christian 
Worship. Seven volumes. Nashville, Tennessee: Star 
Song Publishing Group, 1993. A massive collection of 
resource materials from a host of different writers and 
perspectives. Written by representatives of various 
denominations, the entries are uneven in depth and 
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quality, some written as thorough descriptions and 
others as an apologetic for the group. An incomparable 
resource. 

*Webber, Robert E. Worship Is a Verb: Eight Principles for 
Transforming Worship. Revised edition. Peabody, Massa­
chusetts: Hendrickson Publishers, 1996. Webber, a the­
ology professor at Wheaton College for thirty years but 
now at Northern Baptist Theological Seminary, calls 
the church to God-centered, Christ-exalting, participa­
tory worship. 

*Webber, Robert E. Worship Old and New. Grand Rapids, 
_Michigan: Zondervan, 1982. A look at the history of 
worship and a call to the evangelical church to recover 
some of its lost heritage. 

*Webber, Robert E. The Worship Phenomenon. Nashville, 
Tennessee: Abbott Martyn, 1992. Webber calls for con­
vergence worship, which he says is a blending of the 
traditional and the contemporary into a vital experi­
ence of worship and praise. Also advocates using a 
broad range of the arts to enhance worship. 

Westermeyer, Paul. Te Deum: The Church and Music. Min­
neapolis, Minnesota: Fortress, 1998. A reverent survey 
of the history of church music and its use in worship 
by a renowned Lutheran scholar and pastoral musi­
cian; a more liturgical/classical counterpart to Hus­
tad'slubilate II. 

Whaley, Vernon M. Understanding Music and Worship in the 
Church. Wheaton, Illinois: Evangelical Training Associ­
ation, 1995. A helpful curriculum for use with laypeo­
pIe in the church. 

*White, James F. Documents of Christian Worship: Descriptive 
and Interpretive Sources. Louisville, Kentucky: Westmin­
ster/John Knox, 1992. A valuable collection of primary 
sources on the history of worship in the Western church. 
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*White, James F. Introduction to Christian Worship. Revised 
edition. Nashville, Tennessee: Abingdon, 1980. A sur­
vey of the history and current practices of Christian 
worship. 

White, James F. Protestant Worship and Church Architecture: 
Theological and Historical Considerations. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1964. Shows how worship has 
affected church architecture and vice versa. 

*White, James F. Protestant Worship: Traditions in Transition. 
Louisville, Kentucky: WestminsterIJohn Knox, 1989. 
An overview of the development of what White sees as 
the nine main "schools" of Protestant worship. 

White, Susan J. Christian Worship and Technological Change. 
Nashville, Tennessee: Abingdon Press, 1994. Written in 
dense prose, this book is a complex discussion of our 
technological culture and how it shapes the modern 
worshiper. 

*Wiersbe, Warren W. Real Worship: It Will Transform Your 
Life. Nashville, Tennessee: Oliver-Nelson, 1986. A 
warm pastoral treatment of the subject. 

*Willimon, William H., Worship as Pastoral Care, Nashville, 
Tennessee: Abingdon, 1992. An impassioned and well­
written book in which the writer states that the first and 
foremost purpose of our worship is to respond to God. 
Any attempt to use worship to educate, manipulate, or 
titillate can be a serious perversion of worship. 

Willimon, William H. Remember Who You Are: Baptism, a 
Model for Christian Life. Nashville: The Upper Room, 
1980. Focuses upon the historical-biblical meaning of 
baptism in each chapter, allowing the reader to think 
and go further. 

Willimon, William H. Word, Water, Wine and Bread: How 
Worship Has Changed over the Years. Valley Forge, Penn-
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sylvania: Judson Press, 1980. The concern to reform 
worship, says Willimon, grows out of a deeper concern 
to renew the church. 

Willimon, William H. With Glad and Generous Hearts: A 
Personal Look at Sunday Worship. Nashville: The Upper 
Room, 1986. Surveys nine elements of worship with 
the goal of understanding recent developments in 
everyday speech. Willimon is always clear and generally 
provocative in a most helpful way. 

Willimon, William H. Sunday Dinner: The Lord's Supper and 
the Christian Life. Nashville: The Upper Room, 1981. 
Part of a trilogy with Remember Who You Are and With 
Glad and Generous Hearts. 

*Wright, N. T. For All God's Worth: True Worship and the Call­
ing of the Church. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 
1997. Warm, insightful meditations on "The God Who 
Is Worthy of Praise" (the title of the first half of the 
book) by a well-known Anglican scholar and cleric. 

Tape Series 

Causey, C. Harry. Open the Doors to Creativity in Worship. (6 
tapes) Order from: Music Revelation, 7 Elmwood 
Court, Rockville, Maryland 20850; (301) 424-2956. 

Dallas Theological Seminary. Worship Conference (10 tapes). 
Order from: Dallas Theological Seminary, 3909 Swiss 
Avenue, Dallas, Texas 75204. 

Jeremiah, David. Worship (12 tapes). Order from: Turning 
Point, P.O. Box 3838, San Diego, California 92163. 

MacArthur, John, Jr. True Worship (8 tapes). Order from: 
Grace to You, P.O. Box 4000, Panorama City, CA 91412; 
(800) 55-GRACE. 

Philadelphia Conference on Reformed Theology, 1994. 
Desiring God: A Reformed Perspective on Worship (6 tapes). 
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Order from: The Bible study Hour, 1716 Spruce Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103. 

Piper, John. Preaching as Worship: Meditations on Expository 
Exultation (3 tapes). Order from Desiring God Min­
istries, 720 13th Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minneso­
ta 55415; (612) 338-7653. 

Sproul, R. C. Into the Sanctuary: Worshiping God in Spirit and 
Truth ( 6 tapes). Order from: Ligonier Ministries, P.O. 
Box 547500, Orlando, Florida 32854. 

Webber, Robert E. Blended Worship: An Audio Guide to Con­
verging the Old and New (3 tapes and workbook). Order 
from IWS Resources, Box 894, Wheaton, Illinois 60189; 
(630) 510-8905. 

Websites 

Calvin Institute of Christian Worship (Calvin College) 
www.calvin.edu/worship 

Church Music at a Crossroads 
www.musiccrossroads.org 

Institute for Worship Studies (Robert Webber) 
www.iwsill.org 

• Highly recommended 


