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most harried andstressed-out professionals in our modern 
world, can begin to take joy in their ministries. But, where 
joy is absent, these and other good things like them, will, 
likewise, be absent. Holiness will turn into the sludge of 
legal obedience. Trouble and discord will wreck assem­
blies. And pastors will be marked by pain, bitterness and 
cynicism. 

This is the Pauline pattern for reforming our ministries. 
It is the pattern modeled by our Lord Jesus Christ and seen 
throughout the New Testament. It is distinctively Christian 
in root and branch. It is the true antidote to ministries which 
claim to be Christian, but which are, in reality, just another 
expression of the worldliness that motivates the "ruler of 
the Gentiles," cf. Matthew 20:25. If those of us who have 
come to understand and love God's sovereignty in grace 
could come to understand and love this view of ministry, a 
new day of grace and peace could well invade our churches 
and a new work of reformation would result. May the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the true Helper of our joy, hasten such a day! 
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