Editorial

This issue of RCL is special for two reasons. In the first place it
reproduces four papers given at the 5th World Congress on Soviet and
East European studies, held at Harrogate in late July 1990. This five
yearly event was for the first time attended by a large contingent of
scholars from behind what used to be called the iron curtain, and
qmany participated with interest in the sessions on religion.

Equally, it is a special issue because it marks the beginning of a
transitional period in the life of the journal. Next year we shall publish
only two issues under the same title, though each will be considerably
larger than a current single issue. By the time the first of these appears
we shall be in a position to announce our plans for the future.

The focus of the relaunched journal will almost certainly be religion
in a reunited Europe. Thus it is perhaps not inappropriate to begin in
1992. The task of the new journal will be to explore the past, present.
and future of religion in that Europe. And the current editor, unlike
the present British government, looks forward with hope and
anticipation to greater invlovement in Europe, and believes that the
language of faith has much to say to those who try positively to shape
its future. . '
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