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There are those who do not venture so far as to say that this 
tomh is the true "Holy Sepulchre," hut who say that it is worth 
while maintaining it "because it shows what the tomb in the garden 
was like." This is in the spirit of those who treat the "Holy Fire" 
spectacle as a "beautiful allegory." As a matter of fact, the con
ception it conveys is erroneous. J oseph's garden was probably a 
vegetable yard or fruit-orchard, not a modern European parterre. 
And the tomb is too mean to have belonged to a person specially 
characterized as a "rich man." 

The statement that this is the "only tomb that answers all the 
conditions" is not worth discussing. I have endeavoured to show 
that it answers none of them. And if there were any use in doing 
so, I think I could point out at least five and twenty tomhs rotmrl 
Jerusalem in every respect more suitable. 

The true site of the Holy Sepulchre is lost and forgotten, and 
there i~ no reason to hope that it will ever be recovered. 

SO.l\lE NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROU JERUSALEM AND 

ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

By R A. STEWART MACALISTER, l'ILA., F.S.A. 

I FORWARD squeezes of a number of inscriptions that have recently 
come to light in Jerusalem and its neighhourhood. 1 

I. The first is a stone whose inscription has been long known, 
but it had passed out of sight owing to the demolition of the wall 
in which it had formerly been built. It has recently been re
<liscovered in an outbuilding in a garden belonging to the Khaldi 
family, close to the London Jews Society Hospital. The inscrip
tion is fragmentary, the beginnings and ends of the lines being lost. 
It is correctly given in the J ernsalem volume of the llfemoirB, hut 

1 These a.r~ presel'Ved at the :Fund's Office, wl,ere they may be 
inspected.-En. 
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the stone is there wrongly said to be part of a sarcophagus. It is 
really a fragment of a lintel, about 3 ft. in length, 19½ in. in height, 
8 in. in thickness, and composed of a reddish limestone. It bears 
a cross in a circle and the inscription:-

NHTHC 

181WANN8 

Ocl>IACTON 

. Wb..NN8 

8E 

/Ji.. 

I 

b.. 

It can hardly be hoped that anything can be made of this 
fragment, beyond the name "John." It probably belongs to a 
lintel of some ecclesiastical building. 

II. A marble slab, 17 in. hy 9½ in. by 1 in. Diagonally 
broken at the end, but otherwise perfect. Found in the course of 
some building excavations undertaken by the Greeks outside the 
St. Stephen's Gate. (Sec 4/.8., April, pp. 137-139.) The inscrip
tion is:-

--+ AYTH H nY I\HTOYKY[XY] 

EICEAEYCWNTAIE[N 

+ ArlECTEcl>ANEEYi 

"This is the gate of the Lord Christ . . . . . about to enter 
in . . . . . Holy Stephen pr[ ay . . . . ." The stone is now pre
served in the convent of Abraham. The tip only of the X remains 
at the end of line I. 

III. A tombstone 35½ in. by 23 in. by 5 in., apparently in
tended to stand upright over a grave. Inscribed :-

+MNHMA 

MAPIAC 

PWMEAC 

+ 
"The Memorial of Maria, a Roman," 
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IV. On December 27th, with Mr. Hanauer and Yusif, I visited 
'Ain Samieh, a remote spot at the head of the "\Vady Samieh, N. W. of 
the village of Kefr Malek, sheet XV of the inch map. Yusif had 
heard rumours of illicit digging there, and going to reconnoitre had 
discovered a Greek inscription, which I was anxious to examine. 
On our way we passed through the village of Yebn2d, between 'Ain 
Sinia and Selwad. This seems to have been an important place in 
Byzantine times: the local wely, dedicated to Neby Yusif, is 
evidently built of the materials of a small Byzantine church, scanty 
traces of whose foundations appear above ground in an adjoining 
field.I Over the door of the wely is a lintel stone with an orna
mental panel; it has borne a cross, which of course has been 
hammered away. l\fany drafted stones are to be seen in ,and 
around the building. Behind it is lying a fragment of a milestone, 
47 in. long and 16 in. in diameter: unhappily the inscription is 
almost gone, all_ that is left being:-

the rest is chipped away. 

N II VI 

NEPOTIS 

AnOKL. 

In the village is a sort of platform used for entertaining guests 
and as a place for prayer. It is surrounded by a number of large 
stones, evidently taken from some Byzantine building. There is a 
Corinthian anta capital, as well as a lintel stone, 69 in. by 17 in. 

[ e l C ) 
~ 

Frn-. I. 

by 7¾ m. thick, bearing this device on one of its broader faces 
(fig. I). 

1 (Mr. Macalister writes that tbe people informed him that no one can 
make nny use of its sacred tree but the ver.v poor; a man of some property 
who once at.tempted to gather firewood off it was seized by the local saint, lifted 
off the earth and replaced upside down.-En.) 
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But the most interesting object is a stone here shown : it is a 
hexagonal slab, which has evidently stood on a pedestal (fig. 2). It 
has four depressions, about 4 in. deep, three of them hexagonal and 
one circular. I take it to be a chrismatory. 

o ..... ,o :lQ .so 

Fm. 2. 

V. The 'Ain Samieh inscription is cut on the drum of a column 
41 in. long, 13 in. in diameter (fig. 3). It is broken at each end. 
Though for the greater part clear, the inscription is difficult to 
decipher, especially towards the ends of the lines, which are worn: 
perhaps three or four letters are lost from the end of each line. 
I read:-

EnlTAECll"i . 
0 

E[K ?]TXl8Tb.O .. 

n ~TEYCEBEC . . 

AE°Cl8CTI N lb. I ••• 

ET~AINA,En[b. ?] 

CEPl8nEPI0A0Y 

KAPn<1>0 

CEPrl8Z ins 
ETI ... 



Except for the 11a111c of ,") ustinian an<l the date, it iR not easy to 
see what this iuscripLion meau s. I had a goO(l deal of lrouhlc with 
the Kcfr Malek people, who c11clcaYottred to Le;1r my s,1nee;1,c from 
the stone liefore it was dry. They arc fi11ding cliggi11g here Ycry 
profiLahlc and feared Lhat I mighL hring the (:ovcrnment down 1111011 

Lhcm. The site is for t.hc grnaLer part Byzantine or early Arah, 
hnL Lhcre i,; cvi<lc11cc of ;i very ancic11L settlcme11L whose slrnfL-tomhs 
the thieves had most nnfortu11aLclr <liscovcred. 

Thanks to Lhc energy of Smraya Effendi, the Gun1111issio11er of 
AnLi<jnitics, this stone has licc11 rescued and wiLh great bhom 
bronghL to Jcrnsalem, where it is now Lo he sce 11 in Lhe UovcrnmenL 

Fro. 8. 

musenm. The illicit 1liggi11g LhaL LhrnaLe11e1l to rnin a11 imporLa11L 
ancient silo has been stopped. 

VI. Fragmc11L of a Homan inscri plion fo1111d rn the :'II mi~la1 1, 
now preserved in Abraham'~ c:onvcut (fig. -!). 

VII. A~ I finish this paper, Snrrnya Effendi hri11gs me a small 
fragment of a rnarhlc slah, 9,1 in. l1y 8 in. 1,y 1 in., be;1ri11g a 
few letters of a Urcck i11,;criptio11. I fonrnr<l a facsimile. The 
letters show traces of havi11g hccn picked ont ll'iLh rc<l paint. 
It is cvide11tly part of a tomlisLonc, datc,l (as the st11-YiYing 
fragment shows) l,y the era of Elcnthcropolis (fig. 5). 



FIG. 5. 




