
1 

Journal of the Melanesian Association of Theological Schools 

Vol 37 (2021) 

MELANESIAN JOURNAL 
OF THEOLOGY 

Editorial 
Geoffrey D. Dunn 

 
Report on MATS 2021:  

Theology and Social Issues in Melanesia 
Barrie Abel Jr 

 
Peer Reviewed Articles 

 
Natural Theology and the Different Bodies of the Christian Gospel: 

part 2:  
History, the Resurrected Jesus Christ, the Living Spirit 

John G. Flett 
 

Catholic and Seventh-day Adventist Dialogue in Melanesia:  
An Exercise in Pastoral and Contextual Praxis Theology 

Douglas Young, SVD 
 

The Seventh-day Adventist Position on Interfaith and Ecumenical 
Dialogue:  

A Reflection on the Good Samaritan of Luke 10:25–37 
 

Thomas Davai Jr 
 

The Soul within Oceania 
Philip Gibbs, SVD 

 
 



1 

All issues of Melanesian Journal of Theology are available online and 
free of charge in PDF format on the Christian Leaders’ Training 

College website (http://www.cltc.ac.pg and click on the “Melanesian 
Journal of Theology” panel. 

Individual articles can also be downloaded free of charge from 
http://www.theologyontheweb.org.uk. 

Some early back issues are available in print. Please contact CLTC at PO 
Box 45, Banz Jiwaka, PNG. 

Copyright © Melanesian Association of Theological Schools 

 

ISSN 0256-856X    Volume 37 (2021) 

 

This journal is indexed in the ATLA Religion Database®, a product of the 
American Theological Library Association, 300 S. Wacker Dr., Suite 2100, 

Chicago IL 60606 USA. 

See https://www.atla.com  Email: atla@atla.com 

This journal is abstracted in Religious and Theological Abstracts, 121 
South College Street (P.O. Box 215), Myerstown PA 17067, USA. 

See http://www.rtabstracts.org  Email: admin@rtabstracts.org 

Melanesian Journal of Theology grants permission for any article to be 
reproduced for educational use, as long as the material is distributed free 

and credit is given to Melanesian Journal of Theology. 

ADDRESS: 
Melanesian Journal of Theology 
PO Box 45, Banz Jiwaka, PNG 

  



iii 

MELANESIAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 
Journal of the Melanesian Association of Theological Schools 

Published by the Melanesian Association of Theological Schools (MATS), 
the Melanesian Journal of Theology was established to stimulate theological 
writing in Melanesia and to provide a scholarly forum for faculty and 
graduate students of the MATS member schools. Article submissions in the 
areas of applied theology, biblical studies, missiology, and theology are also 
invited from anyone with an interest in Melanesia and the wider South 
Pacific. 
 
Melanesian Journal of Theology is committed to the discussion of Christian 
faith and practice within the context of Melanesian cultures. Article 
submissions of up to 8,000 words (including footnotes) should be sent to the 
editor. All submissions are subjected to a double-blind peer-review process 
involving the editorial board and other international experts, designed to 
ensure that published articles meet appropriate scholarly standards. 
 
The opinions expressed in the articles published in this journal are those of 
the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the editor or the 
member colleges of MATS. All articles have been edited to meet the 
requirements of the journal. 
 
The journal is published annually. Papers may be submitted to the editor at 
any time for consideration. 
 
Editor: 
Geoffrey D. Dunn, FAHA 
University of Pretoria, South Africa, and John Paul II Catholic University of 
Lublin, Poland 
Email: gdd62au@hotmail.com 
 
Associate Editors: 
Charles Dufour, Good Shepherd Seminary, Banz, PNG 
Unia Api, Pacific Adventist University, Port Moresby, PNG 
 
 



 

iv 

Editorial Board: 
Scott Charlesworth, Nungalinya College, Darwin, Australia  
Thomas Davai Jr., Catholic Theological Institute, Bomana, PNG 
Allan Davidson, University of Auckland, NZ 
John Hitchen, emeritus, Laidlaw College, Christchurch, NZ 
Joses Imona, Pacific Adventist University, Boroko, PNG 
William Longgar, Christian Leaders Training College, Banz, PNG 
Maxon Mani, Christian Leaders Training College, Banz, PNG 
George Mombi, Christian Leaders Training College, Banz, PNG 
Ma’afu Palu, United Bible Societies, Sydney, Australia 
Clement Papa, Archdiocese of Mt Hagen, PNG 
Stephen Pattemore, Bible Society, NZ 
Cathy Ross, Mission Society, Oxford, UK 
Sussie Stanley, Sonoma Adventist College, Kokopo, PNG 
Nasili Vaka’uta, Trinity Methodist Theological College, Auckland, NZ 
Joseph Vnuk, Catholic Theological Institute, Bomana, PNG 
Douglas Young, SVD, Archdiocese of Mt Hagen, PNG 
Brandon Zimmerman, Catholic Theological Institute, Bomana, PNG 
  



v 

CONTENTS 
Contents ............................................................................................... v 
 
Abbreviations ..................................................................................... vi 
 
Editorial  ................................................ Geoffrey D. Dunn, FAHA viii 
 
Conference Report 
 
Report on MATS 2021: Theology and Social Issues in Melanesia 
 Barrie Abel Jr. ............................................................................ 1 
 
Peer Reviewed Articles 
 
Natural Theology and the Different Bodies of the Christian Gospel: Part 
2: History, the Resurrected Jesus Christ, and the Living Spirit 
 John G. Flett ............................................................................... 5 
 
Catholic and Seventh-day Adventist Dialogue in Melanesia: An Exercise 
in Pastoral and Contextual Praxis Theology 
 Douglas Young, SVD ............................................................... 23 
 
The Seventh-day Adventist Position on Interfaith and Ecumenical 
Dialogue: A Reflection on the Good Samaritan of Luke 10:25–37 
 Thomas Davai Jr ....................................................................... 35 
 
The Soul within Oceania  
 Philip Gibbs, SVD .................................................................... 45 
  



 

vi 

ABBREVIATIONS 
(This list should be used for submission to the journal and will be expanded each 
year as required) 

ACR  Australasian Catholic Record 
ACW  Ancient Christian Writers 
AFER  African Ecclesial Review 
AJMS  Australian Journal of Mission Studies 
 
BBR  Bulletin for Biblical Research 
BJRL Bulletin of the John Rylands University Library, Manchester 
 
CCL  Corpus Christianorum, series Latina 
CBQ  Catholic Biblical Quarterly 
CSEL  Corpus Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum Latinorum 
CTR  Criswell Theological Review 
 
EAJT  East Asia Journal of Theology 
ERT  Evangelical Review of Theology 
 
HJ  Heythrop Journal 
 
IBMR  International Bulletin of Missionary Research  
ICC  International Critical Commentary 
Int  Interpretation 
IRM  International Review of Missin 
IVPNTC The IVP New Testament Commentary series 
 
JAAR  Journal of the American Academy of Religion 
JACT  Journal of African Christian Thought 
JBL  Journal of Biblical Literature 
JES  Journal of Ecumenical Studies 
JR  Journal of Religion 
JSNT  Journal for the Study of the New Testament 
JSOT  Journal for the Study of the Old Testament 
JSOTSup Journal for the Study of the Old Testament Supplement series 
 
LCNT  Lenski’s Commentary on the New Testament 
 
MJT  Melanesian Journal of Theology 



vii 

MS  Mission Studies 
MTh  Modern Theology 
 
NAC  New American Commentary series 
NAMZ  Neue Allgemeine Missions Zeitschrift 
NIB  New Interpreter’s Bible  
NovT  Novum Testamentum 
NSBT  New Studies in Biblical Theology 
 
PJT  The Pacific Journal of Theology 
PL  Patrologia Latina 
PNTC  The Pillar New Testament Commentary series 
 
SBLDS  Society of Biblical Literature Dissertation Series 
SBLSP  Society of Biblical Literature Seminar Papers 
SC  Sources Chrétiennes 
SNTSMS Society for New Testament Studies Monograph Series 
SOTSMS Society for Old Testament Studies Monograph Series 
 
TJ  Trinity Journal 
TNTC  Tyndale New Testament Commentaries  
TS  Theological Studies 
 
VT  Vetus Testamentum 
VTSup  Vetus Testamentum Supplement series 
 
WBC  Word Biblical Commentary 
WS  Wiener Studien 
WTJ   Wesleyan Theological Journal 

  



 

viii 

EDITORIAL 
This is the last of the volumes on which the previous editor had begun 

work before they were handed over to me. I take the opportunity once again 
to thank Tim Meadowcroft for his contribution to the journal and in particular 
to express my gratitude at his unfailing willingness to help me with my many 
enquiries and pleas for help during this transition period. I look forward to 
the opportunity to meeting members of the editorial board and contributors 
and promoting the journal when I can attend my first MATS conference. 


