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“it was possible that my sins could be forgiven,” soon the “Great Change”
would take place.

During this period, Spurgeon was employed as an “usher” for a
private school in Newmarket. As an ‘usher’ Spurgeon was both student
and tutor for this school, paying for his tuition by his work. When the
school closed temporarily in December due to an outbreak of fever,
Spurgeon returned home to Colchester.

On one Sunday morning Colchester was hit with a substantial
snowstorm. Spurgeon, while en route, stumbled into a private Methodist
church hidden in a back alley.*

The regular minister was unavailable that morning and an
unidentified lay preacher took the pulpit. By Spurgeon’s account, this
person spoke quite ineloquently for about ten minutes on the passage,
‘Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth’ (Isaiah 45:22)."

Thanks to the providence of a snowstorm, Spurgeon found himself
subject to the ‘preaching’ of a man who he claims was “really stupid” and
“did not even pronounce the words rightly.”

Nevertheless, the message from this crude preacher effectually
struck a chord in Spurgeon's anguished soul, for at the end of the service
the preacher looked squarely at Spurgecn and said, “Young man, you look
very miserable.” Spurgeon recounted his thoughts:

Well, I did but I had not been accustomed to have remarks made
from the pulpit about my personal appearance befare. However,
it was a good blow, struck right home.

He continued, ‘and you will always be miserable—miserable in
life and miserable in death—if you don’t obey my text; but if you
obey now, this moment, you will be saved.” Then lifting his
hands, he shouted, as only a Primitive Methodist could do,

® In recent years, three pews from this Primitive Methodist Chapel on Artillery
Street, Colchester, where Charles Spurgeon was converted, were kindly donated
by the current congregation of Artillery Street Evangelical Church to The
Spurgeon Library at Midwestern Seminary, Visitors to the Library can see an
artist’s depiction of the scene described here as well as see the actual pews on
which many people of this era sat to hear preaching like Spurgeon heard on that
day.

® Autobiography, 1:105.
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God's powerful Word that convicted him. Third, God’s use of Christ-
centered preaching.'’

Atherstone observes that all of these would remain the key
components of Spurgeon’s ministry throughout his life—God’s
sovereignty, God's Word, and Christ-centered preaching.

From his conversion in the chapel on Artillery Street, Spurgeon kept
his gaze set on his “sincere and pure devotion to Christ.” As such, much
like that preacher, Spurgeon pointed many others to “Look” as well.

17 Andrew Atherstone, “Andrew Atherstone on C H Spurgeon,” at the 2018
Evangelical Ministry Conference. Available from http://aclasn.au/andrew-
atherstone-on-c-h-spurgeon/





