
 

                                                           



 

                                                           



                                                           



 

                                                           



                                                           



 

                                                           



                                                           



 

                                                           



                                                           



 

                                                           



                                                           



 

                                                           



Patriarch and matriarch (Abraham and Sarah) 

Patriarch and legitimate son (Abraham and Isaac; David and 

Solomon) 

Patriarch and illegitimate son (Abraham and Ishmael) 
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God and patriarch's son (I shall be to him a father and he shall be 
to me a son) 

Several other familial relationships exist in-between these descriptors -
implied inferences (e.g. the brotherhood of Ishmael and Isaac), 
intertextual references, typological relationships, or theological 
relationships, but since they were not explicitly mentioned in the texts, 
they were not included here. 

This means it is magnificently easy to misinterpret the familial bonds 
of the covenants, but direly important to get them right. Some of the 
most critical divides in church history and systematic theology derive 
from differing interpretations of the families of the covenants. In fact, 
covenantal-family issues trace all the way back to Paul (Rom. 2:12-29; 
Gal. 3), and even to Jesus. In one sense, it is a disagreement about the 
family of the covenant that got Jesus killed (Jn. 8:31-59; Mt. 22:41-46). 

It has been the contention of this paper that a major theme in the 
biblical covenants is family. This wedding of family and covenant has 
been demonstrated within Genesis 17 and 2 Samuel 7. From these two 
landmark passages, one can see that the major movements of the Bible 
take place in and through a family. This is crucially important for 
understanding the narrative flow of the Bible and God's overall purposes 
for humanity. Indeed, to rightly understand God's heart for the world, 
one must reckon with familial themes and motifs in the Scriptures. This 
emphasis builds throughout the Old Testament, and comes to fruition in 
the New Testament with the birth of God's true son, Jesus Christ. 


