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.DOCUMENTS
SOME EARLY CANONS

A MANUSCRIPT has been unearthed in the library of Trinity College,
Dublin, numbered B. 5. 28, acquired by Archbishop Usher, which con-
tains six leaves of vellum (bound in the order 1, 3, 2, 5, 4, 6), and
measuring only 15 x gcm. Itis a palimpsest, but not a word of the
under writing has been deciphered. The upper writing was transcribed
by Dr J. G. Smyly, Regius Professor of Greek and Librarian, and veri-
fied by myself. Not being a palaeographer I cannot date it, but it is
written cursively, with many abbreviations, and the script is similar in
appearance to that of MSS of the twelfth century. All iota subscripts
are omitted, and in the breathings and accents there is some careless-
ness, which is not here reproduced, but the spelling and clerical accuracy
are, on the whole, good.

The MS contains material which is introduced by the following titles :
(1) ‘Seventeen Canons of the holy Apostles Peter and Paul’. (2) ¢ The
thirty-seventh [? Epistle] of the great Basil mwept rérhov xal xpdvov dpap-
Fiporev’.  (3) ¢ Canon of the first and second Synod’.  (4) ¢ Timothy of
Alexandria’. The last two are perhaps by a different hand, but it is
very similar, and of the same date; (3) consists of the comment of
Zonaras on the sixth Canon of Constantinople (Migne Patr. Graec. -
vol. cxxxvii col. 1040). In (1) and (2) each of the Canons is begun
with an initial in red ink, the rest being black; and the coloured
letters are projected, when they form the beginning of a line.

The text of the MS, with the exception of the Zonaras piece, is as
follows, the red initials being represented by thick type :

Tév dylwv droorérav Mérpov
kal Havlov, kavdveo déxa.
éwrd, TMévre fuépac ol Ao
ixol épyaléoOuoar, cofBd
5 T 8 xal kupiaks, T4 éxkchnaio,
oxoraléruoay Sidackdpevor Ty
evoéBeaay. To pev yap Snpovpylac
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[The periods and grades of penance
within the six years are, as usual,
indicated.]
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C. A. 48 (inserted in the
midst of a series of canons on
heretical baptism). € 7is Aaixds
v éavrob yvvaika éxBaldw
érépay Adfo. %) mapd dAAov dmo-
Aedvpédmy dopiléofo.

Basil 75. 59. 6 wépvos & éxra
&recw  drowdvyros &otar  ThV
dywaopdrov. o krA.



'O dpaevoroirys: & dexa
My
wévte:

f. 5°0 krqroBdrys, érm dexa
150  wévre:

*H 43ehopitio,
R
‘0 idta 38X
cippiaivopevos xwpild
Syov &ri o mpdfewa,
éry ddbdexa :

155 ‘O kAémrryo, my Slo :

*0 émiopkos, & déxa

‘0 ripBupixoo, &y déxa:

Tipo? dhefavdi o

DOCUMENTS 231

. 62. & Ty doxypootyy &v
Tols dppecw émdewvipevos, Tov
Xpdvoy Tob év 1 poixeln Tapovo-
podvros olkovopnthicerar.

5. 63. 6 & dAdyois TY éavrod
doéBeav éfayopedwy, ToV adrov
Xpévov éfoporoyoipevos wapapu-
Adéerar. '

. 67. ddedpopéla TOV TOD
bovéws xpdvov Eopodoyrioerat.

. 5. 6 a8l i8lg ék waTpos
% éx pnrpds cupmavBels, eis
olkov mpogevyiis pv émrpeméotow
wopeivas, éws dv droory Tijs wapa-
vépov kal dfeuitov mwpdéews.

[Twelve years of penance are
then described at length.]

. 61. 6 xK\&Jas, € piv 4’
éavrob  perapelnfels karyyopi-
gelev  éavrod, éviauTov  kwlubi-
oetar pdvov Ths kowwvias THV
dywopdrov € 0¢ eeyxlely, év
Svoly  Erecu.  pepobioerar 8¢
aird 6 xpdvos kT

. 64. 6 émiopkos év Oéxa
érecw dxowdvyros orar.  Svolv
KTA.

tb. 66. & TvpBuwpixos & déxa
éreow dgowdvyros dorar. & duol
KTA.

To mpooepdpeva eic Aéyov Bualaa, perd o
dvadigxdpeva el TV TV puoTyplwy
Xpeiav, oi kAnpikol povor Siaveué
cbuoar kai pajre karorxovpevos ék Tov

Tov éobiérw, 3 Tivére, AAAL pd

vouL kAnpirol, kai of wioTol dBehdoi :

Part I. Although the contents are substantially those of part of the
Constitutiones per Hippolytum or * Epitome’, drawn from the eighth book
of the dpostolic Constitutions (see Dom Connolly, The So-called Egyptian
Church Order and Derived Documents, Texts and Studies viii 4), they
are not identical with them, nor, so far as I know, with any published
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collection of canons. They appear to be a slightly shorter form of the
-Diataxeis of Peter and Paul the holy Apostles in the Epitome xxiii-xxvii,
supplied with a title. The application of the first Canon is expanded
from slaves to the laity in general. The readings Aaods and Aaixois,
however, occur as variants in the Zpit., and the former in 4.C. The
Ocopaviov of the MS (I. 20) is also a variant for érpaviwy in both.
In the Zpit the apostles are your teachers; in the MS the days of
‘the Apostles and teachers’ are to be observed (l. 25). In the Canon
beginning at 1. 49 the address to the Bishop is omitted, and the in-
junction that the congregation shall meet in a house in order to avoid
the wicked is condensed. In the MS the ‘seventeen canons’ form
. a continuous whole, érirekeiofe (1. 68) standing in the middle of a line
without a break. In A. C. this is the beginning of ch. xlii, the inter-
vening chs. xxxv-xli containing an utterance of James, dealing with the
Evening Thanksgiving, together with the Laying on of Hands (xxxvi,
xxxvii), the Morning Thanksgiving, together with the Laying on of Hands
(xxxviii, xxxix), the Thanksgiving at the Offering of Firstfruits (x1), a Prayer
for the Departed, and in particular for some individual, followed by the
Bishop’s Blessing (xli). The canon dealing with the days on which
the departed are to be remembered could then be placed suitably at
this point ; but by its position it is attributed to James, not to Peter
and Paul as in the Zpifome and the MS. In L. g4 the meaning is
evidently intended to be that which appears in the Zpifome, that to
refuse wine is to insult the gift of God, though drunkenness is con-
demned ; but the scribe carelessly rewrote the first clause from Proverbs.
Part II. 7piakoory éB886un can hardly be anything else than the
thirty-seventh letter in some collection of Basil’s works known to the
scribe. Very possibly he gives only part of the letter, containing the
- penitentiary canons, in which case the title may be his own. Butitis
equally possible that the contents of the letter are complete, and that
the title was already attached to it. Nine of the canons are not known
to be attributed to Basil elsewhere, though five of them have been
adopted by the compiler of C. 4.
Part IV. The six lines are given as the seventh Canon of Theo-
philus of Alexandria in Migne Patr, Gr. 1xv c. 41.

A. H. McNEILE.



