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THE ACTS OF TITUS AND THE ACTS OF PAUL. 

IN my fint series of Apoeryplla AnmJota (1893, p. 5S) I drew 
attention to a possible source of information with regard to the Ada Pallli, 
namely the Acts of Titus ascribed to Zenas • the lawyer '. What I wrote 
then may as well be quoted by way of preface to the present article. 

I The fullest form of this book known to me is an epitome contained 
in Cod. Pa,.. Gr'. 548, f. 192-196, which I read, but did not copy, in 
J 890- The Menaea give a much shorter analysis, and this latter was 
the only material accessible to Lipsius (iii 401)' Among the facts not 
given in the Menaea are these: that Paul when preaching at Damascus 
cast a devil out of Aphphia, the wife of the governor I (another noble 
matron, be it noted); that Titu* accompanied Paul on the first 
missionary journey, and that at Ephesu8 Paul fought (lBr,ptDpA}('PO) 
.. ith a lion. In this last clause undoubted use of the Acts of Paul is 
made; and it is surely a most probable conjecture----iC not something 
tnore-tbat the tllre of Aphpbia (who has no connexion with Titus) 
was described in the lost book as well. After this incident at Ephesus, 
the story takes us to Crete, and from that point is either pure fiction or 
(founded on) local legend.' 

Within the last few weeks I have bad an opportunity (kindly pro­
c:uted for me by M. Omont) of examining the Paris MS above mentioned, 
and of copying out the portion of the text which precedes the Cretan 
matter. This text I now present for the edification of students of the 
Add PmI/I. There can be no doubt that it is in part drawn from that 
work and that it throws some fragmentary light upon the earlier episodes. 
It has also, as I think, the most destructive efFect upon the conjectures 
which I advanced in a late number of the JOURNAL I. 

The manuscript, I will just note, is of the eleventh century and is 
written in a fine sloping minuscule with semi-uncial headings. 

Mtp'l"';; 11~ Kt 'I'Oil dytau &rocmSAov T(TOfI IncrrccSrov "(OOp.lwu ~ 
~ ropnM,t ,.tJrrraU 1'0& I.-ylau 4~ IIUAov. 

I Aa win be aeeD, thOle words • the gcwemor' are Dot warranted by the 
Greek text. 

I J. T.S. January 1905, po 2 .... 
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¥c A I/O~ oW&IIOC ~ c\ clycoc cl~ llC1~ moc um-
1ptJA/1C11 ~ .. {Jlov C1WoV n,.. lnrOSww IXO"'OC ~ TlT'OC A ~ l" 
MwUioc1 m {:Jtur,uwc KP'1n1c _~ ~ 10« w-ofIU,I' & ft m 'O",yJpov m1 
nil' I Acxn .. ""/193/~ W'O&""""c .,.. m1 8~· c~ 
~ clKoWt ~ ~ cMwc' Tln, bnVINv (ITC Bci) ldr,p;jaa.c 
"Ill n,.. ~ C70V rima&, ~ y;,p ~Vva' ITC 1j ~ C1tm,. "En.,.. 
fJov)/J~ ~ C1~ cLroWcu ~, P y;,p ftC n;., l~ ~ &a 
~ &8op.bt&c ... M..ac, 1r1lT}(~" In' lwturij XJIOww. Bt' ~ 7:pou.­
"cx"" n,.. nil' "E{Jpalow {Jl{JAIw tl~"",· &c m1 Ao.fJ~ n,.. 'HcnJou 
{Jl{JAtw dpG' cMwc ~ 'Ey_llccr6c 7:t»c p.c ,.;pw 1rOAML 
'ICTpavA CT~mu ~ /CVplov CTWf"t/p/o... ~IOJ', m1 ft I~. 

'0 ow a..ov-T'OC KP'1n1c c\ m1 6i"U1fZ ",V i:ylov TlTOV ~c "'" nn; 
BcCT'll'6rov XptoTOv ~puw ~ .. ft "Ill {Jo:lrTtCTW m1 ftC fJa.v~ 
Ac l.. 'IcpomM.vp.otc m1 loripo&c nSro&c bD..ct, CTVp.fJoVAIIW W'O&Vaac ".m ,.., 
'Ir~I' KP'1n1c. 4rlCTftM Tl",., p.JIlftpr.w nIItiw l.. 'IcpomM.Vp.otC ~ Wryrw 
lXO"" clKoiiCTJ .,.. "Ill MA;;cnu. "Ill 8t8dta& ft clnp ,uMa 6~ 
·OCM'tC 7rapa1Cll&~ m16caao.~ m1 'lrp0c7~C ~ ~ XpwTOr 
ftvrC1 ft (JC1Vp4ma. C1WoV 16c&.crC1",' ctal.. ft "Ill ft ~pt4 ",V 8anrOrw 
~, n,.. ~ m1,..q.,~ ,,1Iln,..6ct-~w"IIlnp.",v ~ 
...wv""T'OC dc nM 6clove 4~ mar,p/.a¥' m1 IrlanvCTCII m1 CFWII­
ptO",,,,,, TOic I_~ cUrocn m1 "'W TfMHX,}.,UxC'rOti 'IrtCM'CU/I93/J/tTaATlP " 
/CVp«, &a ~ ",ii ICOf1IXI>tJau lliTpou &&.um.Alcic, ~ KIll ..,r,ptrrrrrJJ. an 
• Kpiint KIll" ApafJec I. ...p&fJv~ ft mjpxCII "Ill ('w ". ......up.o:n. &cl. ".m 
& lnJ Tpla. 'Ir~ -ri.".{q.,..t h8pct ~t>..ux. Ke&l".m If, 
8Vo m xwM1i' 6cpmrcv6bro<; ~ llhpou KIll 'I..&.wov ~ 01 f*6. 
0T0A0t "Ill 'lrGp4yyi).M1'TO.I. ~ PI MM&.. 1r1 T. Iw&""Tt ",V /CVpI.av 'I",w 
m1 {JovAo,u-I' nil' f.cpi_ 41rO«ft&..a& C1~ rapaAl7]A c\ I/Opo8cBQgllllAos 
3tc"~VCTCII C1~ n,.. {JovA".,. ~ & ~ pov ~ 
lAt(J~· &6.." ft _n\ ~ .. cl-yuw llC1VAtw nAoiimu clc 114p4CT"o", now .. 
~c m1 '9 4 .. o.pMt/lte· lCut 1C'I,.m., 1rphw ftp l6yor nU XpwnIi " 
~.;, lCC1l'A++w yuruilCA Xpuft'll"lrOU 8ca~ 6 ncaiiMs lUAto° aM 
Ix- "IC1'ft(cw hTc\ .""..-, ft cDWto,,..a ·Ann ...... ICA",al., T. cr,. ik 
'Icprxr&Av"" 'lrfl.paylftTfU. m1 C1J6te dc KCIIO'dpcuar KIll XCYJOT"O"mu Tlnc a 
dyU1fZ trapc\ nil' 4rocrr&N.w "Ill 4~ ".m,. llC1V.\ov &8O.cr_ IIIJ1 
XCYJOT"O"W ~ la.. llC1VAoc &w".&ov0 ICA~ 8i • AnuSxctcw dpor 
Bap'"., T1\, uta, nAYX,.", a, ~'P" 6 ncaiilos. '0 & ~ a n­
TpOp')(TIC clvcWv 'IrucOJ{JO .. ~ .. ~ .. 'IIII4wov ""Xa1Pf. ".m,.",v", lp)(!W'f'U 
dc lcMV"ctC1 .. KIll K~pcw m1 ~ m1 llo.4Kw· "clKci(Jo, dc DIpyIJr 
~ llC1p.t/mMaC, m1 hAw clc 'A .. /I94/n6x.ctcw ~ llunBlac I. ml ds 
'hlCI,tO, el, • OtICO' 'O"la+Spou fnn 'l'poet .. , 6 T(TOI ft. ICAft. T1\, ncaUbr, 

, OfIKAfItI·1o 
• m ...... 
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m~ ... ~., 6 WpcmllMu&p.oos ncadMu Iltl" ~.,. ICfuc.i8o ~Mo .1, 
AVaTf1DI ICCI2 AlpfJ'If/I. 0W0t n c\ 6coftfTl.Ol TlTOl 0 ilC.wrg wOAU I crW 
,.. dyu, DcW~ ~ m AIryov nrii 6coii, wcp.oO n &c.ryp.ow ICcU 
/MW'Ti-ytJ.t" ru' l4*rclw I 8.P4* ,.a, «ap8la, ,.;;,., d.'II'Urn"p 'll'ocoWm 
fTlJI"'ia. ICCI2 npD.'ra. IC~ I~ cl1l'Cll"ra. 0 tail 'll'p4brn ,.;;,., d.~p. 
'El' • .u......v.., &..rot 'rOV d:ylau DcavAou KCll t/Jpovpov,u-, trCUTp.oV yoop.bov 
IF TOi, IyyJ.oTfIO'Il nrii 8wJlbW"lplau ~ d.'II'C)':66''1' 

·Or, 'F'wU ,w Y~'" TlT'OV 'IoUaTou 8.Uo& a~ TlT'OV 'II'&O"I"OV. 

"P01IC7Tlll0v 'I"Ol1lW m br' d.8cNP6 yo.p/JpoiI wdpXOPTOl T{'rOv Bnmpw 
~ -xpImw rl, np, "it KP'1nIt brapx'-~ 0 tlWD DavAt!t 
ICtU TiTOl, ~ 6cvrivuw Tl'F'W l&,p. c\ 8.pxow ft'F'C1'II'CU1fItp.Mw 8C1IC,m­
~y-to plw", crW _.. 6 ~ &rwt TlTOl O~IC ..... t.rir, abnfi. CM/JIC­

{JoUMva a~ aW¥ "PoVcrrillot 1'1 MMW lCaN. ndP 6cwp ndP "Ellw-' 
¥r"" 6 clywt TlTOl ItlSC'I"O ~ dayyD.uw m XpcoToV, .lfin, &r, El nurfDt 
I'D" ~a#ro br1 'rit ICCI2 0 Tj ..oAt, "PtfJp.'fJ. MeT' /Mlyw a~ m vlov 
tlWoV nBn,1COrot ~ ~ "~ wpM m DcavAcw ICcU ~bLl'ffIOI 
n-1fJC1' tllmW. Tpy..""auw oW -xpImw kc, &/I946/a'F'pI¥a.vm (m), ...o.ua 
'F''f£~ a~ 6 "PoVcrr&llot d.'II'Cl1TCWJ," ICCI2 ~;"P np, 'PbJl''If/I 
~ d.~' &Ba 0111C nprrGl'7;t Myol'l1xIiu.t ICCI2 pApw IxPWvro 7 I'.q 
~ lnpW n 8pamu wpM ~ KCI~' m AIryov m 6.o1i &4 
~ 0'V)"YC1'ii .tl'lJ& Tl'F'W 'rOV 'POWTlllov. 

'EtcA6Owct ~ IIC "it KP'InIt ~A6cw .1, np, 'Au'- IlcU • ., 'E+icnt a,acl­
-CWTOt TOii 4yCou naAou .... lcrnvcru x~ul8q W8elltl' • ., i W .'''''OJ&clX''lG'I'' 
6 41nScrroMs llcwn 1J),,.e.£S. 

T-q" oW 8wrlpcr.P brc.anM., K.opw6t.w TlTor ICCI2 T~ KCll "EpaaTOI 
4 .... lCdp.&tTC1P. 

TtTOS' ICCI2 T~OI Ilal AoutcIs av"....,.,.."PTQ nGAt or; cl1rOCMd)., 
1'lxP& ~ 6ri NIpwot ftM ..... Uroii oW..t WrCcrrpa/tu 0 'EU,&&' ICcU 
~ la, ~p Aov.· Tl'rOl ~ ICCI2 T~ d.njA6cw 0 Ko.\aooui" 
ICcU cd6" T~OI d.,...,;u .k "Et/JefTW ICCI2 Tl'rOl np, ~ KClfl>.a{10. 

We need not dwell much upon the course of events recorded in these 
Acts before the moment of Paul's conversion. Titus, like Eutropius of 
Sintes, Martial of Limoges, U rsinus of Bourges, and others, is represented 
as having witnessed the events of our Lord's ministry and passion: 
probably he was thought of as one of the Greeks who desired to see 
Jesus a ohn xii). The events of the early chapters of the canonical Acts 
are briefly narrated, with a chronology whose source I do not know. 
Between Pentecost and the conversion of the 5,000, three years are said 
to have elapsed, and then (as it seems) two more before the healing 
of the lame man and the persecution of the Apostles, which is entirely 
out of harmony with the canonical narrative. After seven years (more?) 

I '-rrtiftU... I ifWr.C .. , • ..,/I_II/OIft. • .,.... • pt1IIo 

• _lcrrlA.". ' 'x',wro • Ti,.., (jHI86iM). 
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comes the stoning of Stephen, and then the conversion of PauL We 
now approach the more interesting part of our text: a new source 
begins to be used. Paul 'preached the word of Christ first in 
Damascus and healed Aphphia the wife of Chrysippus, who was possessed 
of a devil: and, fasting for seven days, he cast down the idol of Apollo '. 
Then he went to Jerusalem, and thence to Caesarea (Acts ix 26, 30). 
Titus was ordained by the Apostles and commissioned to teach and ordain 
with Paul. • They went to Antioch and there found Bamabas the son 
of Panchares, whom Paul raised' Herod killed James the brother of 
John with the sword. Then follows the first Missionary J oomey. 
They went to Seleucia, Cyprus, Perga, Antioch of Pisidia, 'and to 
lconium to the house of Onesiphorus whom Titus informed beforehand 
concerning Paul, since he (Titus) was Paul's precursor in every city '. 
Thence to Lystra and Derbe. Here a sentence of general import to 
the effect that Titus was Paul's partner in preaching and sufFering, and 
that both enlightened the unbelievers by signs and wonders as is 
recorded in the Acts of the Apostles. At this point we see erident 
signs that our text is an epitome of a larger one. Two detached sentences 
occur, one-somewhat corrupt-mentions Paul's deliverance at Pbilippl 
by the earthquakes. The other refers to the reading Tniov or Tl7'Ol/ 
'IoVcrrov in Acts xviii 7. ' Some write TlTOll 'IcWa-rov, others TlTOll 'IrUITfIiJ.' 
This latter reading (1f&CM'Oii) does not seem to be found in any other 
authority. 

The collocation of the two sentences seems to shew that the original 
text contained some SU"ey of the events of Acts xvi-xviii. 

We now revert to the Cretan legend. Paul and Titus come to Crete 
and are well received by the governor Rustillus (Rutilius 1) 'who is the 
uncle of Titus '. Paul raises his son. After three months he sends them 
away and himself goes to Rome, where, in accordance with a prediction 
of Titus, he attains honour, and is made consul. The Jews, it is 
obscurely said, are unable to do more than dispute verbally with the 
Apostles. They are afraid of attempting violent measures because fi 
Titus's connexion with Rustillus. On their departure from Crete the 
two Apostles went to Asia, and to Ephesus. The visit to Crete must 
therefore be placed either at Acta xviii 22, 23, or at xix I. At Ephesus 
twelve thousand people were converted by Paul's teaching j and he W2S 

exposed to a lion in the amphitheatre. 
After this the epitomizers hand reappears. In two short paragraphs 

we are told that the second Epistle to the Corinthians (of the CorinthiaDs, 
says the text, but the meaning seems to me evident) was brought by 
Titus, Timothy. and Erastul j then that Titus, Timothy, and Lute 
remained with Paul until his martyrdom under Nero: that they then 
returned to Greece where Luke was established, and that Timothy 
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deputed to Ephesus, and Titus to Crete. The portion of the Acts 
which I have not transcribed tells or the welcome accorded to bil1l 
there, of the destruction of idols and erection of Christian churches, 
aud of the long episcopate and peaceful death of the hero at an adftDced 
age. Some details in it may very probably be of interest to investigators 
of the Christian antiquities of Crete, but I satisfied myself that for 
the elucidation of the Acts of Paul nothing further could be gained 
from it. 

It is undeniable, however, that the text here printed has several 
points of contact with these Acts. Let U9 take in their order the state­
ments concerning Paul which may, broadly speaking, be termed 
apocryphal. 

1. • Paul preached the word of Christ first in Damascua, and healed 
Aphpbia, the wife of Cbrysippua, who was vexed with a demon, and, 
keeping a fast for seven daya, be cast down the idol of Apollo! 

In the Acts of Paul (Scbmidt, p. 62) there is a fragmentary episode, 
headed 'When he was gone out of Sidon and would go to Tyros': 
which relates a cure of a demoniac:. The names of the people conc:erned 
are Cbrysippus and Apt/HIw. This is evidently the original of our 
sentence. The Coptic translator has corrupted the name of' A~ 

Similarly in the pages immediately preceding (Scbmidt, 58-(2) there 
is the story of an occurrence at Sidon where Paul and others are shut 
up in the temple of Apollo. Paul fasts for lime days and eventually 
the image of the god and part of the temple fall. 

2. 'Then he goes to Jerusalem and then to Caesarea and the holy 
Titus is ordained by the Apostles and sent forth with Paul to teach and 
ordain whomsoever Paul should approve, and arriving at Antiocb they 
found Bamabas the son or Panchares whom Paul raised.' 

The fint extant episode in the Acts of Paul (p. 24 &c.) tells of the 
raising of the (nameless) son of Anchares and Phila at Antiocb. The 
Coptic translator has, I suppose, mistaken the initial n of n~ for 
the Coptic article. In the name Bamabas, given to the son, I scent 
a confusion. In Acts xi 25 Barnabas the Levite went out to Tarsus to 
seek Saul «al d,.. ~ .Ir 'Am4SXIl4P. Does it not seem probable 
that the epitomizer of the Acta of Titus bad bef'ore him a mention of 
the arrival of Bamabas to join the party and that the son of Pancbares 
was nameless, as he is in the Acts of Paull 

3. • (They came) to lconium to the house of Onesiphorus whom Titus 
informed beforehand of what concemed Paul since he (Titus) was 
the one who preceded Paul in every city.' 

This is clearly dependent on the Acts of Paul and Thec1a (Scbmidt, 
p. 28: Lipsius § 2, p. 237) ~TO .,. CI~ TlTOl ~ IanP 'rj 
.., 'IIai/Ms. The other clause saying that Titus was Paul's baf. 
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binger is either from another part 0( the Acts 0( Paul or is the autbon 
own invention. 

4- • And having gone forth from Crete they came into Asia, &Dd iD 
Ephesus at the teaching oC the holy Paul twelve thousand believed: 
here also the Apostle Cought with beasts, being cast to a lion.' 

There is a reference to the episode preserved by Nicepborus CaIlUIi 
and alluded to by Hippolytus (see Schmidt, p. I I I). The statement tbIt 
twelve thousand believed is new. It may have been suggested by the 
words of Acts xix 7 ~ & cK 1I'4rm cLr8pq wu U3aa.. 

S. • Titus and Timothy and Luke remained with Paul the Aposde 
until his coDSummation under Nero.' 

In the Narlyri._ Pauli (the last section 0( the Acts) Titus and Lake 
are mentioned as awaiting Paul in Rome, and as praying at his tomb 
after his martyrdom (Lipsius, pp. 10"" 117: Schmidt, p. 88). 

These are the passages in which it is possible to trace a direct ~ 
nexion between the Acts oC Titus and those of Paul. They at least 
centre on the proper form of two names • AtH/& and U~ Do 
they give us any further help '1 

In the first place it is very plain that the order oC events in the t1IO 

texts is discrepant. The succession oC episodes in the Coptic Acts d 
Paul is as follows: 

I Antioch. Son oC Anchares. 
2 lconium. Thecla. 
3 Myra. Hermocrates. 
4 Sidon. Temple oC Apollo. 
5 Tyre. Chrysippus. 

In the Acts oC Titus : 

I Damascus ('1). Chrysippus and Aphphia. 
2 ('1). Idol of Apollo. 
3 Antioch. Son oC Panchares. 
4 lconium (Crete). 
5 Ephesus. Fight with lion. 

The main diJl'erence is that the events which the old Acts place at 
Sidon and Tyre after the visits to lconium and Myra are placed by 
the Acts oC Titus before the present opening of the old Acts, and are 
located apparently at Damascus. 

With regard to the diversity oC pla«, we must remember that we are 
dealing wjth the work oC an epitomizer and that he may very easily baft 
omitted the names Sidon and Tyre: with regard to the diJl'erenc:e cA 
order in time, there seems to be no ground whatever for preferrin& the 
order oC the later document, and we must allow. I think, that ~ 
Zeoas has in these respects disfigured and corrupted his original somce. 
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I am inclined, however, to believe that he must have found pretty 
frequent mention of Titus in the Acts of Paul: otherwise I see no good 
RaSOn why he should have consulted that work at all in writing the life 
oC Titus. It may very well even have been the case that there was 
some mention in the Acts of Paul, of the visit to Crete, and of the 
governor Rustillus, and of the raising of his son. I would note that there 
is something of a coincidence between the two writers in this portion. 
Rustillus counae1led Titus not to speak against the gods of the Greeks. 
At Ephesus, the governor Hieronymus said that Paul's words were 
good but that the present was not the right time for them (Schmidt, 
p. Ill). 

Whatever else the Acts of Titus may be made to contribute to the 
elucidation of the Acts of Paul, one thing is quite c1ear-that they exclude 
the possibility of such a theory as that which I put forward (with all 
reservation) in a recent number of the JOURNAL. The Acts of Paul 
were ut a sequel to the canonical Acts, but a supplementary nanative 
running parallel thereto. From this conclusion I do not see any way 
of escape. It is not to me conceivable that the author of the Acts of 
Titus, using, as we see he does, the Acts of Paul, should have taken 
passages from them and intercalated them into the nanative of the 
canonical Acts. That he or his epitomizer might disturb their order 
1 can understand: that he should transplant all his known episodes to 
such an extent as my former hypothesis required is more than I can 
believe. 

Nevertheless I am not sorry that I went so far as I did in formulating 
the theory. Possibilities of this kind are worth considering, if only 
because they lead to closer study of the documents concerned, and to 
the searching out of fresh evidence. 

It is at least interesting to find a fairly late Catholic writer (for I sup­
pose we must think of Pseudo-Zenas as belonging to the age of Pseudo­
Paulines and the author of the Acts of Barnabas) using the text of the 
Acts oC Paul. The discovery tends to confirm me in my belief that 
the Acts of Xanthippe and Polyxena contain some touches drawn from 
those Acts-and not only from the Thecla·episode. 

Cannot some one find for us a complete text of the Acts of Titus'i 
At present the Paris copy is the only one that I have encountered. In 
most of the collections of Lives of Saints for August the encomium of 
Andrew of Crete (who uses Pseudo-Zenas to a slight extent) has re­
placed the older text. This encomium immediately follows the Acts in 
the Paris MS. 

In his interesting supplement to the first edition of the Acts (pp. 
xxi-uv) Dr Schmidt reprints an English version by E. J. Goodspeed 
of the Etbiopic Epistk of Pelagia l propos of the I fabula baptizati 
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leonis '. It might, I think. be worth the wlule of readers who are Iootiag 
into this problem to consult the Life of Paul in ne ~. t!f '* 
.Apostles translated from the Ethiopic by Dr E. A. WaIIis Budge. TbeJ 
will find matter of the same kind in great plenty j and the document­
which I reviewed in this JOURKAL on its publication l--deserves atteDt:iaa 
from its possible connexion in parts with the older Acts. The two 
volumes-text and translation-were published in 1899 and 1901 
respectively by Henry Frowde. I repeat these particulars here, becaase 
80 far I have not noticed that foreign scholars have made .. ca the 
book. 

M. R. J &lIES. 

I J. T. S. vol. iii p. 286. 
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