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마태복음 Matthew 12:3-9 씨를 뿌리는 자가 뿌리러 

나가서 뿌릴새 더러는 길 가에 떨어지매 새들이 와서 

먹어버렸고 더러는 흙이 얇은 돌밭에떨어지매 흙이 깊지 

아니하므로 곧 싹이 나오나 해가 돋은 후에 타져서 

뿌리가 없으므로 말랐고 더러는 가시떨기 위에 떨어지매 

가시가 자라서 기은을 막았고 더러는 좋은 땅에 떨어지매 

혹 백배, 혹 육십배, 혹 삽십배의 결실을 하였느니라 

귀있는 자는 들으라 하시니라  

A Farmer went out to sow his seed. As we was scattering 
the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and 
ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have 
much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was 
shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were 
scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 
Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked 
the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it 
produced a crop – a hundred, sixty or thirty times what 
was sown. He who has ears, let him hear. 
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communion can be a mere ritual rather than an opportunity to experience and understand 

who Jesus is. 

 

Park, Sophia. “The Galilean Jesus: Creating a Borderland at the Foot of the Cross 

(Jn. 19:23-30).” Theological Studies 70 (2009): 419-436. 

 

Sophia Park starts her article by introducing a word dislocation that signifies the hybrid 

identity of marginalized people living in the cultural and political borderland. This 

borderland is full of discrimination, feeling of inferiority, and violence, but it is also a 

place of transformation. People living there are, as Homi Bhabha puts it, “neither the 

One…nor the Other…but something else besides.” This dislocated people living in the 

borderland are also found in John’s Gospel. They are Johannine community members 

excluded by “the Other” which equates frequently “the world” and “the Jews” but 

included by the “Father” who stands beside them. In this process of exclusion and 

inclusion, the center becomes the margins, and the margins become the center by the 

absolute power and authority of the Father. This community of believers is constituted by 

two elements, friendship with Jesus and kinship with other believers. According to 

Sophia Park, this borderline community is constructed at the crucifixion of Jesus in 

John’s gospel. At his death, Jesus constitutes a community by saying these words, 

“Woman, here is your son” and “Here is your mother.” Though there is no blood related 

relationship, the beloved disciple and Mary are now a family because of their friendship 

with Jesus. Because of this event, the new community is born, as Sophia Park translates 

ap’ ekeinēs tēs ōras not as “from that hour” but as “because of that hour” – “the disciple 

took her into his own home.” In other words, the space at the foot of the cross of Jesus is 

the borderland where marginalized people, such as disciples of Jesus and women, are 

brought into the family having kinship relationship with the Father. This configuration of 

different characters invites readers who also experience dislocation into the borderland 

space at the foot of cross where discrimination and violence take place, but at the same 

time, transformation and empowerment take place. 

 

Reflection: “Who am I?” This is neither a rhetorical question nor a philosophical 

question but a real-life question that immigrants often ask. This question becomes greater 
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especially for illegal immigrants trying to find their place in the foreign countries. Even 

people with status ask this question experiencing the reality of American society, 

especially reflecting to ethnic, gender, and class barrier. And they often conclude that 

“We are outsiders.” But, in her inspiring article, Sophia Park awakens readers to see 

another reality, the reality opened to those who believe in Jesus Christ at the foot of the 

cross. Believers of Jesus Christ are not in the margins but in the center in God’s reality in 

newly instituted family of believers. 

There are two points of importance in Sophia Park’s article. First, the reality 

which immigrants are living is not in the margins but at the center of society, because the 

Father is standing with them. A goal of immigrants is often working at the center of 

American society or helping their children to be influential members of society. Though 

their goal is inspirational, it also has a great danger. This goal or this kind of thinking 

makes immigrants outsiders hoping to get inside where power and privilege prevails. But, 

what happens, when they fail to get in? Are they outsiders of this American society? Are 

their lives failures? No, they are not, because they are given a new identity in Jesus. They 

are members of Jesus’ family which God stands beside. They are at the center of God’s 

kingdom and, as a result, in the society. This paradigm shift enables us, immigrants, not 

to despair due to one’s performance in American society but to constantly rejoice and be 

encouraged by the presence of God in our lives. 

Second, the community of believers comes into existence only when they accept 

each other. Becoming a family of God begins by believing and accepting Jesus (John 

1:12), and it is completed by accepting other believers, as the beloved disciple takes Mary 

to his home in the word of Jesus. This teaching has a message for immigrants. 

Discrimination and difficulty that they experience in a foreign land takes place because of 

differences that they have, ethnicity, language, culture, etc. In return, many Koreans also 

discriminate people in other ethnic groups and even with their own groups due to 

differences especially for intermarriage couples and for location of one’s hometown in 

Korea. When they accept each other, they are a family of God and at the center of this 

society, because the Father is with them. 
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