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Prayer Mountainsin Korea gt=t 7jM 1 7| =9 25

Hee Chang Kang
Atstract

Today’s Korean Prayer House Movement began since the liberation in 1945. The first
prayer house was “Daehan Kidokko Soodowon” founded by Rev. Jaehyun Yoo and
“Y oungmoonsan Kidowon” founded by Na, Yoonmong. From that time, many prayer houses
were built al over the nation. Especially since the Korean Civil War, their spirituality became
more active and charismatic.

The prayer house movement is partly influenced by Korean shamanism. In the prayer
houses, some practices are like what shamans do in their ceremony. However, the similarity

between the prayer house and shamanism does not mean that prayer house is based on shamanism.

Blessing is not the ultimate purpose of prayer, but the result of it. To try to manipulate God for
blessing is shamanism. To try to have areationship with God and to live as alittle Jesus is more
important. Therefore, people who are engaged in the prayer house movement should
acknowledge where they are going between Christianity and shamanism.

One of the positive influences of the prayer house movement is that it provided spiritual
experiences and comfort in the turbulent situations of the nation. This also contributed to the
growth of Korean churches. However, mystic tendencies of prayer house, emphasizing spiritual
experiences, have dangerous aspects like spiritual arrogance and subjectivism. Moreover, the
mass media have reported on social problems of prayer houses.

The very word to describe the Korean church is prayer. Prayer is a mystic spiritua
behavior. Mystic character is essentid in Christianity. Nevertheless, a well-guided and
theol ogically-supported prayer movement is needed in the Korean church.
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