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Abstract

Title: ""Chang Preaching™: seeking a Korean folk sermon

Rev. Dr. Seung-Nam Kim
Upland, California

"Chang preaching" is a way of preaching the Gospel by using forms of Korean Pansori,
such as "Chang," "sound,” and "singing." The Chang preaching is composed of five elements
which are equally important. The first is the place of preaching. The place of preaching, called
"Madang" or "Pan" (Ground) in Korean, is where the preacher and the congregation make a
sermon together by interacting each other during the sermon. The second is the movement of the
story. It is composed of story telling, "Aniri" in Korean, and shouting, "Chang" in Korean. When
the preacher wants to emphasize certain points in the sermon, the preacher stops telling the story
in an ordinary way of talking, but begins to shout and sing with the involvement of his or her
emotion. The third is the involvement of the Spirit. When the Spirit touches the heart of the
preacher, the preacher expresses it by quickly changing the tune or adding the vibration in the
middle of singing or shouting (Chang). This is the vibration of the tune, called "Nonghyun" in
Korean. However, the purpose of the "Nonghyun" is not to make the sermon sound better but to
make the congregation feel what the preacher feels. In other words, "Nonghyun" is the tool that
encourages the congregation to have empathy to understand the sermon. The fourth is the
participation in the sermon by the congregation. In the Chang preaching, the congregation is not
just a passive receiver of the sermon. Rather, they are active participants of the sermon. They
respond and encourage the preacher by saying certain words, such as "Ul-soo!" meaning "Good."
The involvement of the congregation is called "Chuimse” in Korean. The fifth is the gesture of
the preacher. As the preacher delivers the message, the preacher can move and use physical
gesture according to the rhythm of the message. This is called "Balim" in Korean, and it shows
the congregation how we, as Christians, should act in the real life, not only in the church. By

inculturating these elements into the sermon, the preacher can change the forms of preaching, but
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the preacher can effectively deliver the message of the Gospel which is unchangeable to the

Korean congregation.

*

Key words:

Chang preaching, Pansori, Nonghyun, the preacher, the Gospel
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