
 

This document was supplied for free educational purposes. 
Unless it is in the public domain, it may not be sold for profit 
or hosted on a webserver without the permission of the 
copyright holder. 

If you find it of help to you and would like to support the 
ministry of Theology on the Web, please consider using the 
links below: 
 

 
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology 

 

https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb 

PayPal https://paypal.me/robbradshaw 
 

A table of contents for Journal of Biblical Literature can be found 
here: 

htps://biblicalstudies.org.uk/ar�cles_jbl-01.php 

https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology
https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb
https://paypal.me/robbradshaw
https://paypal.me/robbradshaw
https://biblicalstudies.org.uk/articles_jbl-01.php
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology
https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb


BRIEF COMMUNICATIONS 

Note on Matthew 13 20 and llatt. 6 30 - Luke 12 sL 

Seeing recently a large stack of reeds tied in bundles about 
six inches in diameter for use as fuel, as is the common 

practice in North China, such a bundle having a regular market 
price, I was reminded of the words in the parable of the tares, 
(Matt. 13 so): "l will say to the reapers, Gather up first the 
tar.,s, and bind them in bundles to burn them." That the idea 
was to use them for fuel, and not simply to burn them up in the 
wasteful American way is confirmed by the p888age (Matt. 6 so 
- Luke 12 28) referring to "the grass of the field, which to-day 
is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven." As the Paleati.oiao 
oven wu heated by a fire inside it (Encyclopedia Biblica, 
column 605), this "gr888" (including in Chinese aa in Greek all 
kinds of herbage, even wild flowers) wu apparently as in North 
China commonly uaed by the poor for fuel in the preparation 
of food. 

H, as seems probable, conditions in Palestine were somewhat 
similar to those in China now, these latter paaaages may be 
joined with the parable of the woman seeking the lost coin 
(Lk. lo Bf.), the passages giving the price of sparrows (Matt. 102s, 
Lk. 12 e), aud others, as indicating Jesus' familiarity with the 
daily life of the poor. 
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