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Asmodeus

The New Standard Dictionary states under Asmodeus that
in Le Sage’s opera (1) Le Diable DBoiteur Asmodeus is the
name of the demon who conducts Don Cleofas in his nightly
adventures. In the noted French writer's satirical novel (1707)
Asmodeus is identified with Cupid, and his lameness is said to
be due to the fact that he had an encounter in France with the
demon of selfishness, Pillardoc. The fight took place in the
aerial regions, and Asmodeus was hurled to earth. Also in the
twelfth canto (1. 6600) of Wieland’s Oberon (1780) Asmodi is
identified with Cupid. The opinion that Asmodeus is depicted
in the Talmud as lustful is unwarranted. In Jewish legends
Asmodeus is said to have been captured by Solomon’s captain
of the host, Benaialt ben-Jehoiadah. On the way to Jerusalem
the demon knocked against a house, and overtwrned it, and
when at the request of a poor woman he suddenly turned aside
from her hut, he broke his leg. In the Christian pseudepigraph
The Testument of Solomon (GJV* 3, 419) Asmodeus tells
Solomon: My business is to plot against the newly-wedded, so
that they may not know one another; I sever them utterly by
many calamities (JE 2, 217—220). In this respect Asmodeus
corresponds to Oberon in Wieland’s poem, but the calamities
whicli befall Huon and his spouse are merely disciplinary trials,
just as Job's suffering is but a test of his faith in God.

The first mention of Asmodeus is found in the religious novel,
known as the Book of T'obit, which seems to have been composed
at the beginning of the Maccabean period, about 170 =. c.
Sennacherib in the Book of Tobit represents Antiochus Epi-
phanes of Syria, who appears in the Book of Daniel, which
originated about the same time, as Nebuchadnezzar. Tobit
seems to have heen composed by a Persian Jew (AJSL 24, 98)
for the encouragement of his coreligionists in Palestine at the
beginning of the Maccabean rebellion, just as Gen. 14 was
written by a Babylonian Jew for the inspiration of the followers
of Zerubbabel who rebelled against the Persians at the beginning
of the year 519 B. c. (JBL 37, 210; JSOR 2, 77). The Syrian
persecution was regarded as a divine chastisement of the Chosen
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People (¢f. Tob. 13 5. 9 and 2 Mac. 1 27-29; 6 12—16; also
Tob. 13 12 in R. H. Charles’ Apocrypha and Pscudepigrapha
and 1 Mac, 1 315 finally Tob. 1 17—19; 2 7; 12 12, 13 and
2 Mac. 915; 1 Mac. 717).

1t has been observed that the Book of Tobit has an Iranian
background. Tobit’s daughter-in-law lived in Ecbatana, the
present Hamadin, near the foot of Mount Elvend, 183 miles
SW of the capital of modern Persia, Tcheran., Even at the
present day one tenth of the inhubitants of Hamadin are Jews.
The town contuins the reputed sarcophagi of IEsther and
Mordeecal, also the tomb of the great Arabian physician and
philosoplier Avicenna who died in 1037 a. p. Tobit had deposited
money in Rages, the Avestan [hwyid, which is mentioned ulso
in the Behistiin inscription of Darius Hystaspis: the Median
Phaortes, who had rebelled against Darius in 522, iled to Ragi,
but was captured and impaled in Ecbatana. The name survives
1 the huge ruins of Ry, situated some five miles SE of Teherin.
A historical sketch of Rhagu, the supposed howme of Zoroaster’s
mother, has becn given by Jackson in the Spicgel memorial
volume published at Bombay in 1908.

Asmodeus, the name of the demon who killed the seven
bridegrooms of Sura, 1s the Persian _leshue-davra. Aeshma is
the Avestan demon of rage, and daera means demon, devil. In
Hebrew, Adeshmadacva appears as Aslonedal = Alxmaduj:
the first syllable aZy (cf. JAOS 37, 322, n. 12) becawe ad, just
as Syr. ail: is pronounced a/i (Noldeke, Syr. (/r. § 23, (') and
dijua was shortened to da/. In the Tahmudic idiom final con-
sonunts are often dropped (Margolis § 4. o). According to
Justi, Aeshma is connected with ish, to drive, from which ishu,
arrow, is derived; he combiued it 25 vears ago with Skt. ishinin
(RE* 2, 142, 1. 42). This, however, does not mean dririuyg,
stormy, but armed with wreows (JAOS 31, 50). In the O
Jdeslma appeurs as Ashime whicl is given in 2 K 17 30 as the
name of an idol worshiped hy the people of Hamath, i e the
ancient capital of Galilee at the hot springs S of Tiberias on
the Sea of Galilee (not Epiphane:c on the Orontes, N ol Homs-
Emesia, SW of Aleppo). For the transposition of the 7 in clshima
instead of AAislme we may compare Lat. astus — Sumer. ande
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(ZDMG 69, 170, n. 3; OLZ 18, 203; AAJ 7; WZKM 23, 365).
Both asinus and ovos are Oriental loanwords, but they cannot
be derived from the Semitic afdn, she-ass. Nor is the combination
of dvos (beast of burden) with onus, burden, and avia (Alol. ovia)
burden, heaviness, grief, sorrow, satisfactory. We have a similar
transposition in Jemaice, the original name of which was
Jaymaca (or Haimaca) i. ¢. Land of Woods and Water (EB™ 15,
154%; BK™ 9, 8649).

Also the part played by Tobias’ dog is distinctly Aryan. In
the OT, the dog is regarded as an unclean animal. In the
Talmud we read that no one should keep a dog unless it is
chained, and Rabbi Eliezer said, A man who raises dogs is like
a man who raises hogs, ham-méyaddél Eélabim Lam-mégaddél
lizivim (BT 6, 299, 19). In the Book of Tobit Tobias’ dog
accompanies his young master on his journey and follows him
when he returns to his parents in Nineveh after having cured
his bride. In the Aramaic and Hebrew versions of the Book of
Tobit the dog is omitted. According to some Catholic exegetes,
Tobias’ dog represents the Keeper of Israel; Raphael, the
Messiah; and Sara, the Church of the N'T.

Tobias also cured his father Tobit who had lost his sight
when he was 58 years old. He rccovered it after he had been
blind for cight years. The cure of his blindness is said to have
heen effected by the gall of the fish which Tobias had caught in
the Tigris. The liver and the heart of the fish, placed on the
embers of incense, expelled Asmodeus who had tormented Sara
for years. The blindness of Tobit, it may be supposed, is a
subsequent exaggeration, as is also the number of the husbands
of Sara who were killed by Asmodeus before they could con-
summate the marriage. In the Talmud we are told that no
woman might marry again whom death had bereft of three
husbands (Yeb. 64°; Nidd. 64%). In some parallels to the story
of Tobias and Sara the number of former husbands killed in
the bridal night is not seven, as in the Book of Tobit, but five
or three (¢f. G.JV* 3, 241; also the Warsaw cdition of the
Midrash Tanhtima, vol. 2, p. 124 and Shad. 156* =BT 1,716, 1.24).

Sara’s demoniacal possession may have been a case of hystero-
epilepsy. In the NT, hysterics and epileptics are regarded as
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demoniacs (¢. . Mark 917-26). If Sara always liad in the bridal
night an epileptic seizure followed by a fit of lysterics, this
attack may not have killed her husbands, but it may have killed
their love for her, and they may have disappeared as speedily
as possible. An epileptic fit is characterized by a sudden loss
of consciousness attended with convulsions. The scizure is
usually preceded by u loud scream. The cyes roll wildly, the
teeth are gnashed together: foam, often tinged with blood, issues
fromm the mouth, while the coutents of the bladder and the
bowels may be ¢jected. The attack is followed by drowsiness
and stupor (Mark 9 =) which may eontinue for several hours,
or a hysterical attack may oceur as an immediate sequel to an
epileptic fit. The eves muy then be tightly ¢losed. with the body
and limbs rigid, and this stage may be followed by violent
strugghng movements.

The chief remedies for hysteries are wafetida and valerian
which O. W, Holmes called  almer of hysterie sgnirms. Asa-
fetida, the old pharmaceuticid nuwme of which is doril's dinny,
I~ found especially between the Aral Sea and the Perstan Gulf.
The Romans called this inspissated sap liser Syricoon or
Persicinn. The Greek name is omos Myowos. MThe specitic
remedy for epilepsy is bromide of potassium, and bromine is
derived from Bpawos, stench. Pliny (32, 226) says that an
epileptie seizare may be checked by the fumes of burming horns
of goats or deer morhiw Qusiem depreend it caprodg cornns rel
corrau wsti widor). Hysterical patients often enjoy the most
disagrecable odors: they nmay objeet to a fragrant tlower, but
like .y the odor of burnt feathers. The oil of videriun smells
like stale cheese. Tt 1s found not only m the root of valerian,
but also 1n the seeretion of swenting fect and n the hiver of the
dolphin.  Delplinie. which is identical with isavalerie (or iso-
propyliceticy acid, was diseovercd  hundred yeors ago by the
great Freneh ehemist M. [ Chesreull The fish eanght by
Tobr  mav have been vdolphin which wis formerly supposeid
te be o Osh.

If Tobiws put on the embers o the incense, containing asi-
fetida, the hiver and the heart of  dolphin, which he had kept
for several duys, the o by fume Milton, Laradise Lost 4, 168)
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may well have expelled the demon. At any rate, this remedy
may have had a most powerful effect on Sara. It may seem
strange that asafetida should have heen used for incense, but
this gum-resin is relished as a condiment, not ouly in Persia
and India, but also in France, and in Northern Abyssiniu it is
chewed like a quid of tobacco in this country or betel-nuts in
the East (BL 79). In England, valerian (scticall) was used for
sachets in the sixteenth century. The nard-plant, from the base
of which the famous perfumed ungucnt of the ancients, known
as spikenard, was derived, is closely allied to valerian. The odor
of Nardostachys Jatamansi is intermediate between valerian
and patchouli which gives their peculiar perfume to India ink
and Indian shawls. Hysteria (or neuromimesis) is essentially a
lack of inhibitory power, and something nasty or dreaded may
induce sufficient inhibitory power. A hysterical fit may be
prevented or checked if the patient is threatened with something
particularly disagreeable.

As to the cure of Tobit’s blindness, Tobias may have tattooed
Tobit’s leucomata (Tob. 2 10) i. e. white opacitics of the cornea
with the soot of the charred incense mixed with the (evaporated
and dried) gall of the dolphin. Black-lead or crayon drawings
are set with a coating of ox-gall. The treatment administered by
Tobias did not eure his father’s blindness, it consisted merely in
pigmentation of the leucomata (KB 1455). Cf. PAPS 40,71—95.

Johns Hopkins University Paurn Haver

The Last Supper

When we speak of the Liast Supper we generally associate
with it Leonardo da Vinei's famous painting at Milan, which
has become for all Christendom the typical representation of
the scene (EB' 16, 447%. But the Master and His disciples
were not seated ulong the far side and the two ends of a narrow
table, with the disciples ranged in equal numbers on His right
and left. In Leonardo’s picture Jesus sits in the center, and
John and Peter next to Him on the right hand side of the



