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NOTES ON TWO SYRIAC MSS.

JAMES A. MONTGOMEDRY
PHILADELPHIA DIVINITY SCHOOL

HE Custodian of the Praver Book of the Episcopal ('hurch

hasin his archives (at the office in the (*hurch Missions House,
Fourth Ave. and 22d St., New York) two Syriac MSS. on vellum.
which were presented by the late .J. Pierpont Morgan. I3sq.. in
1898. The latter purchased them from the Rev. Varoo M. Neesan,
a Persian seminarian who subsequently returned as a missionary
m Anglican orders to his native country. The present Custo-
dian, Prof. Lucien M. Robinson, has kindly put these volumes
in my hands for examination. While they are not rarities, it is
well to make public note of all such treasures. Tndeed a desi-
deratum of our Awmerican Orientalistic science is a catalogue
of the Oriental MSS. scattered throughout the country in nu-
merous public and private libraries, which may otherwise only
accidentally be brought to the light of day. The MSS, are:

A, A PESHITTA NEW TESTAMENT

I find that this MS.is one apparently referred to by the late
Prof. Isaac H. Hall in a communication he made to the American
Oriental Society, published in its Praccedings, October 1888, .
lix seqq. His communication treats at eonsiderable length of
a very similar MS., so that the present note need only be an
addendum to hix discussion. His general description of his MX.
can be used also for mine as to size, binding, make up of quires
(or rather quinions- in the present MS. there are sometimes
less than the ten folios, due to the cutting out of leaves in the
composition of the text). Text and <eript are the same in hoth
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of ‘Aziz, son of Smo'il, the Lord forgive his sins. Amen.
Blessed is God forever and praised his name.”

At the beginning of the second part he speaks of the book
as “the Separate Readings of the Gospel™ (kerydné méfaryise
dewangelyon), whieh is probably the specific title. In the first
four pages he gives an “introduction”™ to the several Gospels.
taken from Mar Elia, who probably is the celebrated Elia bar
Siniyi (b, 975), metropolitan of Nisibis, who is distinguished for
his Arabic-Syriac philology (see Wright, .1 Short History of
Syrive Literature, pp. 235 ff.). From whom the Arabic trans-
lations and commentary proceed we are not told — it may be
from the same author.

On a spare page between the two purts (f. 187a) is a memo-
randum of a later possessor of the hook: *This Gospel Book
is the property of the weak one and stranger Sabr-13 and it
survived from our former fathers Mar Denha the Cfatholicus and
Mar Sabr-13¢ and Mar Yalb-Alibimy uncle, who departed from
this world aind died in @ zood old age with his fathers on the Feast
of the Contessors in the year (&2 of the cra of the Greeks.
The Tord Jesus hrist retresh his soul in the wedding feast of his
kingdom along with all honest and rightcous men who satisty his
will. Amen and Amen forever,” 1 do not understand the dating.

For the order and terminology of the Chureh yvear reference
may be mode to Neale. fislory of the Holy Fuasteen Clireh,
Part 1, pp. 729 ff. The Arubic translation may be Mar Eha's,

but its aftilintions way be worth studying.

(. A LONT THORNH AN,

In the note aceompanying the above MSSUin wlhich My, Morgan
makes the gift he records w third MS, in his donation, nmely
atolb or the Thorah in square Hebrew charaeters, 173 feet long,
trom the mountains of Kurdistan. Althourh this third MS, was
duly noted in the report of the then Custodian to the General Con-
vention of the Episcopal Church, as wppears tromits Soneaad, this
Hebrew MS. has sinee entively disappeared, its Joss beine ante-
cedent to the incumbeney of the prosent Costodian. Th's note is
mude in the hope that come tracee may be found Hf v hat mav

be an interesting Hebrew manuseript.
~-*



