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BRIEF COMMUNICATIONS 233

JAOS 35, 378. The initial vowel in Heb. aspét and Arab.
utfiiah is prosthetic. In Neh. 3:13 we find $¢f6t without the
prefixed . The name $a‘r hd-§fét or Sa‘r ha-aSpét does not
mean Dung Gate (DB 2, 593b; EB 2423; GB!® 855, No. 15)
but Tophet Gate; it led to the Tophet in the Valley of Ilinnom
south of Jerusalem. It was known also as the Harsith Gate
(1. e. Ay Kepapcsy). The Harsith of Jerusalem corresponds to
the Mons Testaceus (EB!! 23, 606, n. 9) in the southwestern
corner of ancient Rome, but it was situated, not within the city,
but south of the Harsith Gate at the southeastern corner of
Jerusalem. The location of the Harsith Gate eorresponds to
the location of the Roman Porte Appia, and the Valley Gate
(Neh. 3:13) to the Porta Ardeatina (EB* 23, 586; cf. 15, 332).
Heb. harsit is a feminine collective like Ithiop. zalldfit, travelers;
cabbd’it, soldiers, army (Barth, § 251). Fiirst rendered cor-
rectly: Tonscherbenplatz. The Outer Ceramicus of Athens
(EB 2, 8373) was something different. T gqilgiltd, Jer. 19:2
(= Syr. qiqdltd) does not mean dung, but refuse, rubbish (lit.
worthlessness; cf. Heb. qélogél, worthless, Num. 21:5).
Another name for Harsith was potier’s field (Matt. 27: 7). The
designation field of blood (Acts 1:19) suggests that it was used
also as a place for the execution of malefactors. ASpot or ${fét
= Aram. *t&fdt does not mean dung, but fire-place, cremator,
incinerator. It is a synonym of §érefd; for §éremét, Jer. 31: 40
we must read §érefét — mpal, mvpkaial, Liat. wustrinae, busta.
Nor does Aram. néydlic (Ezr. 6:11; Dan. 2:5; 3:29) mean
dunghill: it is the Assyr. namdlu, ruin, rubbish; cf. Arab.
mandl, bent, inclined, and Heb. gir nafii, Ps. 62:4, from nafd
= Ethiop. mattiéna; cf. Heb. na§é = Assyr. masi, to forget.
For the u in Aram. néydliét = Assyr. m see ZA 2, 265.
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