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(? cf. Potiphar above) not only adopted his teachings, like
Abubekr, but also gave him his daughter, and finally accom-
panied him in the Mosaic hegira. Moses found converts among
his kinsmen in bondage, who had been imported into Egypt in
large numbers, if we may judge from historical analogies; the
king ‘‘who knew not Joseph’’ is a late fiction. Many converts
came from slaves of all nationalities, with whom Igypt was then
full (the ‘‘mixed multitude’’ of tradition), among them
Nubians and negroes. In fact, Jethro may have been himself of
Nubian stock, to judge from the gentilic K4sit applied to his
daughter. As is well known, the name Phinehas (ps3-nhsi, a
common type of name among slaves) means ‘‘the negro.’’*°

Once at Medina, the Yahwists gained adherents so successfully
that they were enabled to form the religious confederation of '
Midian, which may be called, with Professor Haupt, the Sinaitic
amphictyony. Their God, hitherto called El, after revealing his
majesty in voleanic eruption received the name 1Y%, ‘‘He who
causes to be’’ (the usual Hebrew formation for divine names;
see above). Prof. Haupt has emended the cryptic W'\ TN
O (Ex. 3:14) to 71T WR N, ‘I cause to be that
which comes into existence,’’ a sentence which can be duplicated
only in the splere of Egyptian thought, where we have an exact
parallel in the litanic formula $hprf pw wnntifi, ‘‘he causes to
be that which comes into existence.’’** Morphologically, the
Tetragrammaton is Icbrew, semantically it is Egyptian; the
numerous cfforts to trace it to Babylonia are total failures, nor is
there a single valid case of its occurrence in cuneiform inserip-
tions before the eighth century.

After the death of Moses the IIebrews seem to have separated
at Kadesh (circe 1200) into two bodics, one of which, under
Caleb, attacked Palestine from the south; the other, led by
Joshua, crossed the Jordan into central Palestine. Strictly
speaking, the two invasions can hardly have been synchronous,
as their character secems to have been quite different. The
nucleus of the confederation went with Joshua, while the allied
tribes of Kenite and Iidomite stock followed Caleh. Presumably

“ Other Fgyptian names among the Aaronids are ITophni (Bfn, ‘‘tad-

pote’?) and perhaps Merari (mrrw, ‘¢ beloved’’).
" Cf., e. ., Krman, Chrestomathie, p. 38, 1. 6.



—— Goog[e



