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Penitent Younger Son. In Mt. the parable of the Younger Son
is followed immediately by the reference to the Penitent Masses
(Mt. 21:28-32), while the logion is connected with the Defense
of the Ministry of Grace.

The theme of the I parable of the Rich man in Hades (Lk.
16:19-31) is still guite obviously that introduced in 13:22-30—
the Last become first; but the interjection in 17 f. of two logia
on the permanent validity of the law, and the sanctity of mar-
riage, constitutes another interruption. Fortunately we have seen
enough of the evangelist’s method in earlier sections to appreciate
the reason. The insertion may be attributed with great probabil-
ity to the parantinomian caution of # already exhibited in
14:25-35. Ver. 17 is manifestly attached to the radical saying
‘““The law and the prophets were until John’’ (ver. 16), for the
same reason that Mt. attaches the same logion in 5:17-20. Ver.
18 goes a step further in employing the logion on Divorce (Mk.
10:1-12 = Mt. 19:3-9=5:311f.) to contrast the strictness of
Christian teaching with the laxity of the Pharisees. R Ix con-
siders the indissolubility -of the conjugal relation set forth in
Mk. 10:1-12 and I Cor. 7:10 to be Christian, divorce Pharisaie.
The Mosaie basis of seribal enactment (Mk. 10:3-5) is simply
(and very characteristically) cancelled. The Last-first theme
continues at least to 16: 25, if not to"the end of the chapter.

It is with 17:1-19 that we encounter the chief diffienlties in
endeavoring to follow up the Last-first theme to its ending. Is
it to be assumed to come to a close with the Eschatology of
17: (201£.) 22-37; or arc some of the fragmentary and discon-
neeted elements of 17:1-19 to be attributed to the source as part
of this pragmatic sequence? :

The closcness of the relation of the group of sayings on the
Day of the Son of Man (Lk. 17:22-37) to the parable of the
Rich Man in Hades (16:19-31) and its real function as a wind-up
of the Last-first series, is obsenred by several minor redactional
changes as well as by additions both before and after. Of these
we must speak only to such extent as may serve clearly to dis-
engage the underlying sonree-connection, leaving for later treat-
ment. the question of the derivation and interrelation of the
interjected or appended material.

At first sight the problem of accounting for the tangle of
savings and incidents in Lk. 17:1-19 scems hopeless.  Moflatt
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