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the semi-circular structure, referred to above, may have served
as niches for placing idols. Near the temple bones of animals
were found, which were evidently relics of sacrificial victims.

Gezer.® 1. The shrine of the first Semitic settlers of Gezer,
with its sacred cave and its two pillars, underwent during the
Canaanite period such a process of enlargement that it becomes
for us the greatest religious monument of that age.® The whole
area now embraced in the sanctuary extended, as exists to-day,
approximately one hundred and fifty feet north and south, and
one hundred and twenty feet east and west. In the middle of this
area, and running from north to south, was—when the dis-
covery was made and before the high place was covered over
again—an alignment of monoliths standing on a stone plat-
form which was about eight feet wide, and which was co-exten-
sive with the line of pillars. Two pillars stood in the old shrine,
hut in this period only one of these remained standing, namely
No. 2; while the other had fallen, or had been buried, possibly
intentionally, as Macalister suggests, in order to save it from
detection and from capturec by some enemy in a sudden raid
upon the town. In the place of this buried pillar a huge mono-
lith over ten feet high was set up. Other pillars were added
from time to time, thus extending the line northward till the
number of seven was completed about 1400 B. c. The height of
these pillars ranged from five and one-half to nearly eleven
feet, and they were set at intervals of three or four feet, except
No. 2 which was seven feet from No. 1 and cleven and one-
half fcet from No. 3. This number seven appears to have been
intentional, for this alignment of seven was kept intact for some
time hefore three more stones were added. These three addi-
tional oncs, though set in the regular line, were grouped at some
distance from the original seven so as to preserve both the
numerical sanetity of seven and the esoteric value of Zen.®

Iach pillar was a rough untooled monolith, in keeping doubt-
less with the Semitic notion that chiscling a fetish would injure
its mumen, and cach presented its flat sarface, if it had any, to
the west.

* In ¥phraim, Josh, 10:33, &c¢. = mod. T'cll Jezer, Baedcker, p. 13.
* Maealister, EG., ii. pp. 381-106.
Y Ihid., p. 394,
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pillars, possibly pointing to their having been used for religious
purposes, is the existence of cup-marks on several of them. Out
of a total of forty pillars found seven bore cup-marks: three
having one each at Gezer, two having one each at Taanach, and
two having one and two each respectively at Megiddo. All the
cups are on lateral surfaces, except two at Megiddo. It is
not known, of course, whether these markings were incised prior
to the installation of these pillars in the sanctuaries or after-
wards, but probably the former was the case.?®

As has been observed in a former chapter, there was, accord-
ing to Old Testament evidence, only one massebah in the typical
Canaanite sanctuary.?® How then can this representation be
harmonized with the number found at Gezer and elsewhere?
There were discovered at Gezer in one place ten, and in another,
five; at Gath, three; at Taanach, in one place, ten, and in
another, two; and at Megiddo, in three different places, two,
two, and six respectively. The most obvious explanation is
offered by the great high place at Gezer, where the smallest
and oldest pillar bears on its top evident signs of having been
greatly venerated by kissing. This one may have been the
sacred pillar, while the other stones may have been set up merely
for honorific or symbolic purposes. Such a pillar as this greatly-
venerated one at Gezer is conspicuously absent from the other
sanctuaries that have been exeavated, if such they be. How-
ever, another explanation is offered by number seven in the align-
ment at Gezer, which shows cvidence of having been dragged
thither, possibly as a trophy from some shrine of a hostile
tribe, and made to do homage, like the others in the alignment,
to the ba‘al of the ancient pillar. The pillars composing the two
high places at Gezer and the onc at Gath formed an align-
ment, while those at Taanach formed, in one place, two rows of
five cach. No prevailing orientation in the alignments has been
observed.

According to Iosea, Mical, and the repcated observations of
the Deuteronomic and priestly writers, the pillar forms, along
with the altar, ’asherah, and sometimes a tree and a graven

*Bee p. 173,

= Cp. ‘“Thon shalt not set up a massebah,’”’ Lev. 26:1; Deut. 16:22.
Massebith in 2 K. 10:26 should read ’asherah, since the former could not
be burnt, being made of stone.
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WOOD: THE RELIGION OF CANAAN 263
was altered for obvious reasons by orthodox scribes. Thus in
the text the name was either supplanted by bosheth, ‘‘shame-
ful thing,"** or was voealized in the last two syllables with the
vowels of ‘‘bosheth’’ making it ‘Ashtoreth'**; or was replaced
by ’asherah, the sacred post that was dedicated to the goddess
in the sanctuaries. This was probably carved into revolting
shapes,’?® and for that reason became later an object of ridicnle.
The rite of prostitution, so clearly manifest in the carly Hebrew
times, must have come down from still earlier times. It was par-
tieipated in both by male and by female prostitutes, whose offices
were then not regarded with contempt but with favor as essen-
tial funetions of religion, as they were elsewhere in the Semitic
world.»®

‘Anath. Considering the warlike nature of this goddess, one
would .almost expeet to find evidence that she was the feminine
counterpart of Addu, or Reshepl, but such is not forthcoming.
The etymology of the name, though doubtful, is best sought in
‘ana in the transitive sense of ‘‘to affliet’’*'"; since such a mmean-
ing is in perfeet harmony with her nature as depieted on the
Egyptian monuments where she wields a spear in her right hand
and brandishes a club in her left. Onee, along with ‘Ashtart,
she is ealled ‘‘the shield’”’ of Ramses IIL.**®* A royal war-horse
bore the name ‘‘ Anath-is-satisfied’’*** and a royal dog, ‘‘Anath-
is-protection.”’**®  As carly as the time of Thutmose III this
goddess was honored at Thebes by a priesthood,*** but her most
marked influence over Egyptian life was exerted from the time
of the nineteenth dynasty onward. Iler name won favor in the
royal family, for Ramses II’s daughter bore the name ¢ Bint-

" Jer. 11:13; Hos. 9:10.

M1 K. 11:5.

1 See p. 185. There can be no separate goddess ’Asherah, as ’Asherah
and ‘Ashiaroth are used interchangeably with ba‘al. Cp. Judg. 2:13;
10:6; 1 Sam. 7:4 with Judg. 3:7 (’dsheroth); [1 K. 18:19 (’Asherah)];
2 K. 23:4.

1 See pp. 216 ff.

"Cp. 1 K. 11: 39; ep. Assy. endl, ‘“to do violence to’’; Palmyrene
‘anni, ‘‘oppress.’’

8 Breasted, ARE., iv. § 105.

1 Ibid., iii. § 84.

% Ibid., § 467.

#t Miiller, p. 313.
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