This document was supplied for free educational purposes.
Unless it is in the public domain, it may not be sold for profit
or hosted on a webserver without the permission of the
copyright holder.

If you find it of help to you and would like to support the
ministry of Theology on the Web, please consider using the
links below:

https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology

I. PATREON https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb

PayPal https://paypal.me/robbradshaw

A table of contents for Journal of Biblical Literature can be found
here:

https://biblicalstudies.org.uk/articles jbl-01.php



https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology
https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb
https://paypal.me/robbradshaw
https://paypal.me/robbradshaw
https://biblicalstudies.org.uk/articles_jbl-01.php
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology
https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb

JOURNAL
BIBLICAL LITERATURE

Volume XXXII Part 11 1913

Note on Hosea 1—38

C. H. TOY

HARVARD UNIVERBITY.

T is generally agreed that Hos. 4—14 (omitting the Judah

passages, 14 10, parts or the whole of 14 2-9, and a few
other insertions) is a unity; material and tone are substantially
the same throughout. But there is room for doubt whether
chaps. 1—3 belong with the rest of the book, for, while, like
all pre-exilic prophetic writings, the two parts have in common
dissatisfaction with the existing condition of religion, the dif-
ferences between them are great. The contrast between the
connected discourse and smooth flowing style of chap. 2 and
the isolated paragraphs and exclamatory sentences of 4—14 is
obvious. The two differ also in the material that interests them:
in 4—14 there is a survey of the whole state of affairs in the
northern kingdom—-the bull-worship, the ignorance of the priests,
the corruption of the royal court, the foreign relations are
denounced; in 1-—3 it is the worship of the local baals that
excites the writer's indignation. These differences cannot be
accounted for by the supposition that the two parts were com-
posed at different periods in one man’s life. In the books of
Isaial, Jeremiah and Ezckiel we have series of discourses ex-
tending over many years, but the treatment, tone and style
remain the samo throughout in each hook.! The sharp variations
in Hosea point naturally to difference of authorship.

! Only genuine material, of course, is here considered.
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But the first part, chaps. 1—3, seems not to be a unity. The
central discourse, chap. 2, has references to a future reconstruction
that suggest the hand of an exilic or post-exilic editor, and the
same thing is true of 3 5.2 The promise in 2 1 stands isolated;
it connects neither with the preceding nor with the succeeding
context, and is a late addition.? Another fragment is 2 3, which
presupposes a discourse that has not been preserved.

" The two paragraphs describing symbolical actions, 1 2-6. 8f., 3,
appear to be independent productions, connected organically
peither with chap. 2 nor with each other. In the first of these
the prophet is commanded by Yahweh to marry a lewd woman,
and three children are born of the marriage; the first child is
said (v.3) to be Hosea's, not illegitimate, and the connection
conveys the impresgion that the other two also were considered
to be born in lawful wedlock. After v.2 there is no reference
to the character of the woman—the interest is all in the children.
The name of the first child, Jezreel, is given not a religious
but a political significance;4 the fall of the Jehu dynasty is
regarded as imminent (the date is thus indicated). The other
names express the rejection of Israel by Yahwel; the isolated
statement of 23 (‘say to your brethren® Ammi and to your
sister 5 Ruhamah') is identical in sense with 2 25, and is somehow
connected with the preceding.

In 12-9 the wife seems to be introduced simply for the pur-
pose of accounting for the children; symbolical names of children
were desired and the natural preliminary was a marriage. As
the wife represents the unfaithful nation, it was natural that
she should be described as lewd; yet the calm tone of the story
is noticeable. The names convey in themselves no slur on wife
or children; the procedure is similar to that of Isaiah (Isa. 8 1-4).
There is no trace of emotion, no love, indignation or sorrow.

2 The clause ‘and David their king’ is omitted by some critics.

3 The next verse (describing the future of the two kingdoms) is prob-
ably from a still different Judean hand.

4 The name has a different signification in 23¢ and 23

3 The Septuagint has ‘brother' and ‘sister,’ which readings should per-
haps be adopted.
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without the alternations of tenderness and severity that appear
in 4—-14. The hope of future national revival is connected
with the anticipation of the political union of the two parts of
the nation (Ezekiel's expectation). If the procedures of chaps. 1
and 3 are real, they indicate a curious liberty of symbolic action
that certain prophets allowed themselves; but possibly they arc
pure inventions,



