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On the Alternative Ending of St. Mark’s
Gospel.

PROF. J. RENDEL HARRIS.

CLARE COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND.

HE interest which has been recently revived in the question

of the genuineness of the closing verses of St. Mark by Mr.
Conybeare’s discovery of an Armenian text which ascribes them
to Ariston the presbyter, leads me to think that a fresh scrap of
evidence with regard to the alternative ending of the Gospel may
not be unacceptable to the readers of the JourwaL oF BibsricaL
LrreraTure.  Slight as the evidence is, and inadequate of itself to
decide the question of the origins, geographical and historical, of
this strange and awkward supplement, it is yet possible that it may
be capable of combination with other results of investigation from
which unitedly the problem may one day be solved.

When 1 first visited the Convent of St. Catherine on Mount Sinai
in the year 1889, I had the pleasure of finding amongst a mass
of loose leaves and fragments of early MSS. part of an ancient text
of the latter part of St. Mark’s Gospel. The hand was a looped
uncial, with strong Coptic characteristics, not unlike that of the
famous Codex Marchalianus of the Prophets. On account of its
resemblance to this MS,, as well as for other signs of antiquity, I
assigned the copy to the seventh century.

The text, so far as I was able to transcribe it (for the fragments
were in part folded and compacted together, as if they had been
used in the binding of some other book), was published by me
in Biblical Fragments from Mount Sinai, as No. 12 of that col-
lection. The portions printed comprised, roughly speaking, Mark
xiv. 29-45, on the recto and verso of one leaf; Mark xv. 29-43,
on the recto and verso of a second leaf; and Mark xv. 45—xvi. 5,
on the recto of a third leaf. It will be noticed that the portions
copied are only three verses removed from the place of the disputed
ending of the Gospel. I was not, however, able to find any further
traces of the text at that time.
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What was recovered, however, was valuable, for it was clear that
the text was closely allied to that of certain of the great uncials.
I showed my transcript to Dr. Hort, with the remark that the text
was comparable with that of the Codex Sinaiticus. His examination
of the fragments, however, led him to remark that he thought it
would be more accurate to compare them with Codex L (the Paris
uncial which contains the double ending of St. Mark). We shall
see presently how accurately he had divined the true character of
the MS.

The matter rested at this point, for lack of further access to the
MS,, until the spring of the present year, 1893, when I made my
second visit to Mount Sinai, in order to assist Mrs. Lewis in the
decipherment of her discovered old Syriac Gospels. This furnished
me with the opportunity of examining the compacted leaves more
closely. The vellum was of remarkable delicacy and tenuity, but
so fragile that an attempt to disintegrate the leaves threatened to
do harm to the fragments. Accordingly I abandoned the idea of
separating the parts which had been glued together; but found that
the effort at separation was unnecessary, inasmuch as the thinness
of the vellum was such that the greater part of the concealed writing
could be read by holding the leaves up to the sunlight. When
this was done the closing verses of St. Mark came to light, not in
the common form, nor in the curtate form of Codd. R B, but in the
form of the short fext with double appendix, such as is found in
Codex L.

Under these circumstances it may be as well to reprint the text
of the fragment, as edited in the Sinai Fragments, together with
the additional decipherment. For the convenience of students,
therefore, I transcribe the whole afresh.
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FoL. 1, RECTO.

CoL. 1.
CKANAAAICOHCO
TAl - ANAOYKET W
KAIAETEIAYTWOIC
AMHNAETWCOI

s OTICYCHMEPONTAY
THNYKTITTPINH
AICAAEKTOPAGW
NHCAI TPEICME
ATTAPNHCH

10 OAEEKTTEPICCWC
EAAAEIEANAEHME
CYNCOIATTOOANET
OYMHCEATTAPNH
CUMAI  WCAYTWC

15 AEKAITTANTEC
eAeyov
xar epxovrar elCXW

pl.OV ov TO OVOMG.
yICHMANIKAIAE
20 ya TOICMA@HTAIC

AYTOY KAQICATE
WAEEWCTTPOCEY
EWMAI

xar TTAPAAAMBANEI
25 TONTTETPON
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A
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A
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B

CoL. 2.
KAITAKWBON
KAITWANNHN
MEOGEAYTOYKAI
HPZATOEKOAMBEI
COAIKAIAAHMONGT
KAIAETEIAYTOIC
TTEPIAYTTOCECTIN
HYYXHMOYEWCOANA
TOYMINATEWAE
KAIFCPHIOPEITEME
TEMOY
KAITTPOEAGWNMIKPO
ETMIMITTTENE T Irys yys
KAITTPOCHYXETo
INAEIAY Narov earwv
TIAPEAGy ar avrov
HWPA xar deyer
ABBAOTTHP mavra
AYNATACO! mape
NETKETOTTOTyptov
TOYTOATTE€ wov aAA ov
TIETWOEAUWAANa
TICY
KAIEPXETA! xar evpe
CKEIAYTOYo

Mark xiv. 29-37.
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FoL. 1, VERso.

CoL. 1.
KAIAETEITWITETPW
CIMWNKAGEYAEIC
OYKICXYCACMIAN
WPANFPHIOPHCAI

s TPHIOPEITEKAI

TTPOCEYXECOEINA PTTA

MHEICEAGHTEEIC
POH TTEIPACMONTOME

5 TNA TTPOOGYMON
10 H AE CAP%Z’ ACOENHC

POO KAITTAAINATTEAOW

TTPOCHYZATOTON
avrONAOIrONE T
xat TTAAINEAOWN

w

wiimmmnin, P

WU
YHNETEIAYTOICY
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o

CoL. 2.
ATTE XEIHAOENHWPA
IAOYTTAPAAIAOTALI
OYIOCTOYANOYEIC
TACXEIPACTWNAMAP
TWAWNETEIPECOE
ATWMENIAOYOTTA
PAAIAOYCMEHITIKE
KAIEYOYCETIAYTOY
AAAQYNTOCTTAPA
TINETAIIOYAACEIC
TWNAWAE KAKAI
METAYTOYOXAOC
METAMAXAIPWN
KAIZY AWNTTAPA
TWNAPXIEPEWN
KAIFPAMMArewy
KAl mpecBuvrepwy
ACAUket 8¢ o Tapa
AIAQYCAYTON ove
oquov AY TOICAET wy
ov av IAHCWAY
TOCECTINKPATH
CATEAYTONKAIA
TTACere ACOAAWC
KAIEABuwy evbus

Mark xiv. 37-45.
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FoL. 2, Recro.

CoL. 1.
ENAEKAEZIWN
KAIENAEZEYWNY
MWNAYTOY
KAIETTAHPWOH

s HTPA®HAETOYCA

> KAIMETAANOMW
> EAOrICOH

Ciz
S

CIH

KAIOITTAPATTOPEYO
MENOIE BAACHH

o MOYNAYTONKINOY
TECTACKESAAACAY
TWNKAIAEFONTEC
OYAOKATAAYW
TONNAONKAIOIKO

15 AOMWNENTPICIN
HME PAICCWCON
CEAYTONKATABAC
ATTOTOYCTAYPOY
OMOIWCKAIOIAPXI

20 EPEICEMTIEZONTEC
TTPOCAAAHAOYC
METATWNI PAM
MATEWNEAEION
AAAQYCECWCEN

a5 EAYTONOYAYNATAI

CoL. 2.
CWCAIOXCOBACI
AEYCIHA - KATABA
TWNYNATTOTOYCTav
POYiINAEIAWMEN
KAITTICTEYCWME
KAIOICYNECTAYPW
MENOICYNAYTW
WNEIAIZONAYTO
KAIFENOMENHCWPAS
EKTHCCKOTOCETE
NETOEPOAHNTHN
FTHNEWCWPAC
ENATHC

CKA KAITHENAT HWpa

EBOHCENOICOWy
METAANHEAWIEAw
AEMAZABAZOan
OECTINMEOGEPMH
NEYOMENONOBC
OBCMOYEICTIENKa
TEAEITTECMe
KAITINECTwr ma
PECTHKOTwr axov
CANTECEAeyov tdov
HAIAN®wre

Mark xv. 27-33.
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FoL. 2, VERrso.

CoL. 1.
APAMUWNAETICKAI
FEMICACCTIOITON
020YCTTEPIOEICKAAA
MWETTOTIZENAYTO

s AETWNASETETAW
MENEIEPXETAIHAI
ACKAGEAEINAYTON
OAETCAGEICOWNH
MEFAAHNEZETINEYCE

10 KAITOKATATIETA
oMATOYNAOYECXICOH
«|CAYOATTANWOE
WCKATW
WBWNAEOKENTYPIW

15 o[lTAPECTHKWCEZ2E
vayrias AYTOYOTI
ovres efervevoey
EITTENAAHOWC
ovros YCOYH

20 yoav 8¢ xat yYNAI
xes amo pwaxPOOEN
Bewpovoas ENAIC
xas papa HMA
yéaapm KAIMA

25 pia v wxWBOYTOY

CKZ

CoL. 2.
MIKPOYKAIIWCH
TOCMHPKAICAAWMH
AIOTEHNENTHIAAI
AAIAHKOAOYOOYN
AYTWKAIAIHKO
NOYNAYTWKAI
AAAAITTOAAAIAL
CYNANABACAIAYTW
€ICIEPOCOAYMA
KAIHAHOYIACTENO
MENHCETTIHN
TTAPACKEYHOECT!
TTPOCABBATONEAOW
WCHSATTOAP!
MAGAIACEYCXHMW -
BOYAEYTHCOCKAI
AYTOCHNTTPOCAE
XOMENOCTHNBACI
AEIANTOYBYTOA
MHCACEICHAbe
TTPOCTTIAAToy xas
HTHCATO +o cwpa
TOYIYV
OAETTIAATOC efav

MACENEZ

Mark xv. 36-44.
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FoL. 3, REcro.

CoL. 1.

KENTYPIWNOCEAW

PHCATOTOCWMATWIW

CKH CH$KAIATOPACAC
CINAONA  KAGEAW
AYTONENEIAHCEN
THCINAONIKAIEGH
KENAYTONENMNH
MIWOHNAEAATO
10 MHMENONEKTIE
TPACKAITTPOCEKY
AICENAIOONETITH
OYPANTOYMNHMIOY
CKO HAEMAPIAHMA
15 TAAAHNHKAIMA
PIAHIWCHTOCEOGE
WPOYNTTOYTEQH
CA  TAIKAIAIAyero
MENOv rOYCABBa

w

CoL. 2.
MIArwr oafBatev
EPXONTac ert 1o py
MNEION avareav
TOCTOYHAwv xat
€AETON mpos eavras
TICATT OxvAeoer ppuew
TONAIOOv ex s
OYPA¢ TOv pmpeov
KAIANABAeyaoar Oe
WPOYCly ort ava
KEKYAlorat o Aibos
HNTAP peyas ogo
APAKar agerfou
CAIEIC 1o pwvppeov
€1AON veavioxov

 KAOHMevov e rois

AEZ\0\Ciinnt

W%%ﬂ'fokqv Aev
KHN

Mark xv. 45-xvi. 5.
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For. 3, VERso.

CoL. 1.

¢ o romos oITOY
eOpxav avTON
aMa vraye TEEITTA
re ros wafHTAICAY
s tov xar TWITETPW
ort mpoayEYMAC
as v yaAIAAIAN
e avroNOYECOE
xafws «TTENYMT
10 xat £eAGoYCAIEDPY
yov amo TOYMNH
paov axeNFAPAY
ras tpopoCKAIEK
oraots xat OYAEN
15 ¢ oudev «TTONESO

Bowvro YAPYS 1%
evayyeAION
20 xara paPKON

CoL. 2.

TAYTAKAIAYTOC
TCATTOANATOAHC
AXPIAYCEWCEZA
TTECTEIAENAIAY
TWNTOIEPONKAI
APOAPTONKHPY
IFMATHCAIWNIOY
CWTHPIACAMHN
ECTINAEKAITAYTA?
$EPOMENAMETA
TOESOBOYNTOIAP
ANACTACAETTPWI
TTPWTHCABBATOY
E€PANHTTPWTON
MAPIATHMAT AA
AHNHTTAPHC
E€KBEBAHKEIETTTA
AAIMONIAEKEINH
TTOPEYOYW Y YATTHI
FrEINENY Y ME

Mark xvi. 6-fin,
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It will be seen that the agreement of the appended matter with

the text of Codex L, both as regards the contents and the order
of arrangement of the supplements, is very decided.
unworthy of notice that Codex L has been suspected to have an
Egyptian origin, as we have inferred for our fragment from the
style of the handwriting and the place of its discovery.

Nor is it

No direct light is, however, thrown upon the origin of the two

supplements by the Sinai fragments.

J. RenDEL Harris.

! The next three lines are in a smaller character.



