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BROWN: THE MEASUREMENTS OF HEBREW POETRY. 7

THE MEASUREMENTS! OF HEBREW POETRY
AS AN AID TO LITERARY ANALYSIS®

BY PROF. FRANCIS BROWN.

FOR the purposes of this paper it is assumed that there is in

certain parts of the Old Testament a versification which can be
measured, and which shows, in different compositions, lines of differ-
ent lengths, as well as strophical divisions, with or without refrains.
Perhaps, however, some light may be shed on this theory by the in-
quiries now proposed.

The metrical and strophical arrangemeut is most easily recognized
in the books commonly called poetical, but it exists also in the proph-
ets,and examples of it are scattered through the historical books, Lit-
erary analysis, i.e. the separation of a composite literary production
into the materials of which it is composed, has its principal field in the
history and in the prophetic writings. It may distinguish between the
works of different authors, or separate works of the same author, and
may or may uot involve questions of date. The arguments upon
which it usually depends, from language, style, historical situation, the-
ological stand-point, etc., are familiar. I wish to propose the inquiry,
and to suggest at least a tentative answer to it, whether, in the poet-
ical parts of the historical and prophetic books, the poetic structure
forms an additional argument which may be of service in determining
the composite character of a writing, and in recovering its component
parts. Reference is not here made to those cases which have been
long recognized, in which a song or poem is sharply set off from the
prose narrative preceding or following it. We are concerned, for the
most part, with divisions within the poetic compositions themselves.

This subject is not altogether new. As jllustrating in a marked
way the kind of phenomena which it contemplates, I beg to refer to
the articles by Dr. C. A. Briggs on ¢ The Hebrew Poem of the Crea-
tion,” Old Testament Student, April 1884; ¢ The Poem of the Fall
of Man,” Reformed Quarterly Review, July 1885; “The Strophical

* Read in June 1889.
1 The terms “ measurement” and “metre” are used for convenience’ sake,
without any claim of exactness for them,
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In Micah i. there is an important question of text. I refer of course
to verse ", '

TerT xbm =pss sep Y
smbwn bR TP Nz e

The point of the question is usually made this, — whether for n*za
should not be substituted mom or r=2 rixpr.  But we must exam-
ine more thoroughly.

Passing over the use of *n for me, which is surprising, but may
be explained as a personification, and looking at the lines as a whole,
it appears that, while at first they seem like a vigorous figure, in fact
it i3 hard to understand their exact meaning, and their appropriateness
in the context.

1. The balance of members here seems to imply a similar balance
in the early part of the verse, i.e. seems to mean that two differeut
places or peoples were there referred to. We have liere Jacob and
Judah treated as groups locally distinct, with Samaria as the embodi-
ment of evil in the oune, and Jerusalem in the other. But “.Jacob”
and * llouse of Israel™ (verse 5%) are naturally synonymous; while
“ House of Israel ”” is represented in verse 3° by ¢ Judah,” which is
surprising.

2. Of course we caunot leave out of the account the appearance
of “bamoth of Judal’ where the former member has « sins of the
house of Israel.” The harshness of the substitution has long been
felt. But besides this harshness, not ouly is no other reference made,
either in this chapter or in any part of the hook, to the bamoth as
places of illicit worship, but the word is used twice, i. 3 and iii. 12,in
its primary sense of “ heights ¥ = ¢ hills.” The versions (LxXx, Pesh,
Targ.) give =axem, and =2 may be a corruption and abbreviation of
2 pkon. But this seems to me of comparatively little importance,
in view of
3. There is in this chapter, no other reference to the guilt or pun-

ishment of Judah or Jerusalem. The weight of Yahwel’s wrath
falls on Samaria, and her offences are abominable (verses 6, 7).
Jerusalem is threatened, indeed (verses 9, 12), as the cities on the
border line of Philistia are, but this is hardly more than an incident
of the destruction of Samaria, except so far as these cities are expressly
said to have incurred like guilt,— as in the case of Lachish (verse 13).
Moreover, the sins charged upon Jerusalem in chapter ii. have to do

with personal character, and not with false worship.
10
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four-toned lines, and verse 13 a pentad of three-toned lines (two of
them, however, imperfect). This gives us a hint that not only is verse
12 not the original coutinuation of verses 1-11, but also that verses
12 and 13 are two separate pieces. The former proposition needs no
further discussion* : the latter may be supported by a reference to the
peaceful, pastoral character of verse 12 and the warlike march iu
verse 13; 10 the representation of the people as reduced and scattered,
verse12, and as a compact, triumphant host, verse 13 ; to the repose
in their own safe pasture, at the end of verse 12, and the martial exit
from their place of captivity, in verse 13.

In chapter iti. we find again three-toued lines arranged in three
strophes of 16 lines each. This suggests separation from chap. ii.
1-11, by the difference of measure, the same with reference to ii. 12,
and separation from ii. 13 (also trimeter) by virtue of the complete-
ness of strophical structure in chap. iii. From ii. 12, 13 the differ-
encg in subject-matter is also absolute. From ii. 1-11 it is not so
greal. But =ex, iii. 1, seems to be an introductory word, indicating
a new section — a new discourse. Moreover, the persons arraigned
are much more explicitly marked out in chap. iii. than iu chap.
ii.; and the doom of the wicked is more imminent and much more
definite,

I take it, therefore, that we have in Micah i -~iii. five distinct
prophecies, chap. i., chap. ii. 1-11, chap. iii., and the two little
fragments whose date and authorship it is difficult to fix, chap. ii. 12
and 13; and that the poetic structure is an important factor in de-
termining these divisious.

Let me refer to one result of the analysis, affecting the date of
Hezekiab's accession. Chap. 1. antedates the fall of Samaria. Jer.
xxvi, 18 fixes chap. iii. under Ilezekinh. Nowack, who formerly

advocated the date 715-714 for Hezekinh's accession, (Hosea, Pref.
p. xit.; Stud. «. Krit. 1881, 11.) afterward abandoned this (Z.4. W.
1884, 1.) on the ground of Jer. xxvi. 18, supposing Micah i.-iii.
to be continuous. Plainly, whatever be the date of Hezekiah's ac-
cession, this passage does not determine it.
The translation and arrangement of Micah i.-iii. are as follows:
L
i.2 Heidr, ve pedples, dll of you;
Give edr, edrth, and thy fiilness ;.
+Cf. e.g. Stade, Z.A.W. 1831, pp. 161 sqq.

.
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Yea, there anxiously Idngeth for godd the maiden dweller in Margth:
Yea, évil hath come déwn irom Ydhweh’s presence,
To the ghte of Jenisalem.
Harness the chiriot to the steéd, maiden dweller in Lachfsh,
— The beginning of sin was she to the daughter of Zfon, —
For in theé were found the transgressions of ‘lsrael.
Y.
Thérefore shalt thou give parting-gifts
Té Morésheth of Gith.
The houses of Achzib are a disappofntment
To the kings of /Israel.
Moréover, the posséssor will I bring
To theé, maiden-dwdller in Mareahd ;
Even unto Adiillam shall céme the glory of ‘Isracl.
Make thee bdld and shdve thee for the sons of thy delizhy ;
Make ldrge thy béldness like the vilture,
Fdr they have gone ciptive frém thee!

L

Woé, planners of crime, and contrivers of évil, on their béds !

At mé6rning light they dd it, when it fs in their péwer.

Yea, they desire fiélds, and sefze (them), also hovises, and cdirry
them off,

Anud they crish the vigorous and his hodse, 2 min and his Lhidritage.

Thérefore thuis safth Yahwéh:

Behdld ! I am planning against this fimily évil,

From which ye cénnot withdrdw your nécks,

And ye shall not wdlk hadghtily, for ft is an évil time.

4% In that ddy shall they lift up éver you a (mocking) sing,

5

6

7

And shall lamént a lamentdtion, siying, We are ritterly spofled ;
‘The pdrtion of my pedple is medsured with a line,
And there is né one to restére; to our cdptors our ficlds fall as
pOrtions.
Thérefore ndne shall there bé to theé
That cdsteth a line in an allotted pdrtion, in the congregition of
Yahwéh. .
1L
“Thlk not ” — so they tdlk—¢ they should ndt tilk of thése things,”
Reprodches do ndt cedse! ™
S4y ye so, house of Jdcob ?
Is the spirit of Yahwéh impdtient?  Are thése his déings ?
— Do nét my wdérds godd to the dpright in his wilk ?

® Stade’s emendation, Z.4. ., 1886. pp. 122-123. See above.
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4 Thén shall they ery unto Yahwéh,
Baut he shall nét dnswer thém,
That so he may hide his fice from thém
In thdt thne,
Even ds they have évilly done their dedds.

1L

Thiis saith Yahwéh :

Against the préphets who are misledding my pedple,

Who are bfting with their teéth while crying, Pesice !

And whoéver does not piit (something) over their moiith,

They proclafm a holy wir against him.

6 Therefore night (shall be) yotirs, without vision,

Even dirkness (shall be) yoiirs, without divindtion ;
And the siin shall sét upon the prophets,
And blick over thém shall grow the diiy.

7 And the seérs shall be shimed, and the diviners confoiinded;
And they shall eéver over (their) beird, dll of them,
Becaiise there is no dnswer of Gl.

8 Buit as for mé, Tam full of stréngth

By the spirit of Yahwcéh — even of jiidgment and énergy,

To declire to Jiicob his transgréssion,

And to ‘Israel his sin.

[

1ilL.

9 Hear this, priy, chiéf of Jicob[’s house],

And rilers of the hotise of 'Israel,
Ye who make judgment abiminable,
And 4ll that is tipright pervért.

10 — Building Zion in blodd,
And Jerdsalem in unrigliteousness —

11 Her chiéf men, for a gift they jiidge.
And her priésts, for a price they tedch,
And her priphets, for silver they divine ;
And upon Yahw¢h they ledn, sdying,
Is ndt Yahwéh in the midst of us,
There shall not cdme updn us calémity.

12 Thérefore, on your accoiint
Zion, as a fiéld shall she be ploiighed,
And Jeriisalem, ruin-hedps shall she becime,
And the mountain of the hoiise shall be heights in a firest.

I pass by chapters iv. and v.,»® where the problems of literary criti-

13 On iv. 14, v. 14, sec Briggs, Messianic Prophecy, pp. 181, 217,
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vii. 18-20. With reference to three of these, the poetical measure-

ments are important factors in the analysis.
Asa specimen I give Micah vii. 11-20:
a. (Trimeter).
11 A ddy for building thy wiills !
(In) that ddy the boiunds shall be wide ;
12 (In) that ddy even to theé shall (men) cime,
From Asshiir and the cities of Magdr,

And from Magdr as far as the river,
And to séa from séa, and mountain’s mountain(?).

13 But the l4nd shall becdme a desoldtion,
For its inhdbitants’ sake, for the fruft of their ddings.
b. (Pentameter).
14 Shépherd thy pedple with thy réd — the fléck of thy héritage,
Dwélling apért — a woid in the midst of Cdrmel ;
Let them feéd in Bdshan and Gflead, — as (in) ddys of dld,
15 Asin the ddys of thy forth-going from the land of "Egypt, — will
Ishéw him mérvels.
16 Nitions shall seé and be shdémed — at sll their might ;
They shall piit hdnd upon motith — their esrs, they shall be dedf’;
17 They shall lfck diist like the sérpent,— like creépers of the edrth;
They shall come quivering oit of their stréngholds. —
Unto Yahwéh, our Gdd, shall they trembling tirn,— and shall fedr
because of theé.
¢. (Tetrameter).
18 Who is a Gdd like to theé — one that pirdons infquity,
And passes Sver transgréssion for the rémnant of his héritage ;
N6t hath he conffrmed, foréver, his dnger,

Becaiise delight in mércy doth hé.
19 He will turn, he will take pity on us, he will subdiie our infquities,

Yea thou wilt cdst into dépths of (the) se4 all their sins;
20 Thou wilt grant trith to Jécob, mércy to "Abraham,
Which thou swérest to our fathers from didys gone befdre.

a. Micah vii. 11-18 (Trimeter).
T b er 11

(PREPRTY RN B
xohn gy xmmy 12

MER=mIY vor Wb

=hy=aps =gz weby

$NNARY B B
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ment being here immorality and injustice. It may be questioned,
however, whether verses 28, 28, which seem explicitly to refer to
return from exile, originally were a coutinuation of verses 24-26,
where there is no indication that exile was expected, and whether
they are not rather a late —exilic or post-exilic — gloss. Verses
20-31 announce the punishment of idolatry, which has not been pre-
viously alluded to in the chaptes.

These divisions suggested by the contents are, at least in part, sug-
gested by the poetical measurements also. Verses 2-4 form a stanza
composed of seven lines in a six-toned movement. Verses 5-9 make
two strophes of five lines each, with a five-toned movement. Verses
10-20 yield five such strophes, the last four words of verse 20 being
regarded as a closing addition. These might be, as far as form is
concerned, a continuation of the preceding two. It is only the con-
tents that seem to preclude this. The question at once arises whether
similarity in poetical movement may not have been one of the motives
which led to the combination of verses 5-9 with verses 10-20 on the part
of the edivor (cf. chapter xi. in combination with xii., although there the
strophical divisions are unlike). Verses 21-26 yield two strophes, of
six lines each, in a six-toned movement. Verses 27,28 give two six-
toned lines (perhaps another instance of editorial regard for agree-
ment in measurement of lines). Verses 29-31 contain a stanza of six
five-toned lines.

It would appear, then, that the analysis of Isa. i. is, on the whole,
decidedly confirmed by the poetic structure of the several parts.

a. Isaiah i. 24.

B3 FAY 0 PRROUMINGY SR S 2
173 WP BEY et rhts B3
=bya vraR WoR P @ M 3
spaarm &b ey s xb baeee
319 935 BY XA WA R 4
CMITn M3 BN WY
UAmx ] bret wptER NS R PR O

- b. Isaiah i. 5-9.
MO BN T tsn neebs 5
1w azbebsy sbmb ewe B

¥ Om. LXX.



cho %= Bra=sy Bm oo
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TR PP DS Rerw DOXTR

mbR eebex EvY EtwbEshLON

1oy rophoD rocoy]

MEpea nnbes ChDITRIED PINXTPS Mers
18 m=exy =)
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c. Isaiah i. 10-20.
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18 Probable gloss, cf. Studer Jakrb Prot. Theol., 1877, p.714.

16 Probable gloss, cf. Studer, Le.
17 Lxx, Syr., Vulg. omit.
18 Lxx divides here.
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d. Isaiah i. 21-26.
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e. Isaiah i. 29-31.
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Isa. ii. 2-4 (= Micah iv. 1-3) contains eighteen three-toned lines.®
Verse 5 has two such lines; but verse 5 is probably a gloss (ef.
Studer, Jakrd. Prot. Theol. 1877. pp. 7158 sqq.).

With verse 6 begins a sublime poem, also in trimeter movement,
but sharply distinct from the foregoing both in contents and in stroph-
ical divisions. It is somewhat mutilated and disarranged; but I think

¥ For translation and poctic arrangement, of, Briges, Messianic Prophecy, p.
181 sq.
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we can, with the exception of otie broken place, restore it. In verses
6-21 the structure is in three strophes of eleven lines each, with double
refrains of nine lines each.

Isaiah ii. 6-21.
I (6-11)

[ Verse 9 omitted as interpolation ; cf. Studer, J. Prot. Theol. 1877,
pp- 718 sqq. The first half of the refrain, verse 10, lacks one line —
“ When he ariseth to shake the earth,” which is found in 1.xXx, and
in M. T. verses 19, 21. (cf. Lagarde, Semitica, i. p.G.).]

6 (For) Thou hast ciist off thy pedple, the house of Jicob,
Because fiill are they (of sircery) from the Eist (of dld, XX,
Vulg.),
And of diviners like the Philistines,
And with the children of stringers they make cémpacts.
7 And his Lind hath been filled with silver and gdld,
And not siny ¢énd to his tredsures ;
And his Lind hath been filled with hirses,
And not finy énd to his chériots;
8 And his lind hath been filled with idols,
To the wirk of his hinds he doth hdmage,
To thdt which his fingers have méde.
[9 omitted.]
Refrain: 10  G6 into the rick,
Yea, hide in the hist,
From befdre the térror of Yahwdl,
And from the spléndor of his mijesty,
(When he ariseth to shitke the eirth).
11 The haiighty eyes of humankind, they shall
be bronght kiw,
And abised the l6/iness of mén,
And Yahwéh shall be exilted aline
In thdt diy.

IL (12-19)

[Verse 13° coxwimy ev2on suspicious.  Xe3 never used elsewhere of
alofty tree; moreover, the catalogue of lofty objects is interrupted by
these words, which look like a repetition of verse 12*, or an antici-
pation of verse 14" ad fin. Verse 18, “ And the idols, they shall
wholly pass away,” interrupts the thought. Probably verses 17 and
19 should be transposed.]
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12 For a diiy hath Yahwéh Sebadth
Upon 41 that is exdlted and high,
And upon dll that is lifted up, — yea, it shall be laid ldw —

13 And upon all the cédars of Lébanon,
[18* omitted.]

And updn all the oiks of Bishan,

14 And updn all the motintains, the high,
And upein all the hills, the uplifted,

15 And updn every téwer that is léfty,
And upin every fortified will,

16  And updn all Térshish sbips,

And updn all the dbjects of delight.

Refrain: 19 And they shall g6 into cdverns of ricke,
Yea, into hdles of edrth,
From befdre the térror of Yahwéh
And from the spléndor of his msjesty,
When he ariseth to shdke the edrth.
17  And the hatightiness of humankind shall be
abised,
And brought léw the l6ftiness of mén,
And Yahw¢h shall be exilted aline
In thit diy.
UL (20, 21.)

[ Verse 20 ends most abruptly ; the thought is iucomplete. Besides
this, half the refrain is gone. Probably six lines are missing between
verses 20 and 21, and four after verse 21.]

20 1In that ddy shall mankind cist

Ilis idols of silver

‘ And his 1dols of gdld

Which he hath mdde him to wirship,

To the mdles and to the biits.

[6 lines missing.]

Refrain: 21 [To] gd into cléfis of the ricks,

And into rénts of the cliffs,
From before the térror of Yalhwdh,
And from the spléndor of his m#jesty,
When he arizeth to shiike the edrth.

(And the hatightiness of bumankind shall be
abidsed,

And brought liw the liftiness of mén,

And Yahwdl shall be exiilted alone

In thit didy.) (cf. verses 11, 17.)
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10 Bléssed ® (the) righteous, for (it is) wéll,
For the fruit of their deéds shall they eiit.
11 Woé to the wicked, —(ll!
For the achiévement of his hidnds, it shall be ddne to him.

box is nowhere else used (as v. 10°) in this figurative way, with a
good sense, (cf. Hos. x. 13; Prov.i. 31; xviii. 21). The nearest
approach is of post-exilic, Ps. exxviii. 1, 2, which verse 10 resembles
in some other respects :

PRt RETbs R 1
1WAt peon
baxm 3 TR e 2

15 Y RN

Cf. also Isa. Iviii. 14; Ps. xxii. 27; Prov, xiii. 2. Moreover, verse
11 is bhardly more than a weakened repetition of verse 9%

From all these consideratious, it is not unlikely that verses 10, 11
are a gloss (cf. Studer, Jahrb. Prot. Theol. 1881, p. 166, Aom.). They
may have been designed to soften and modify the sweeping condemna-
tion of the prophet, or may have been added to round off the thought
of verses 8, 9. A distinct evidence of their not being originally in
their present context, is found in the movement, which is that of the
three-toned (six-toned?) line. The stanza, verses 8, 9, which well
carries on that of 1-3, is then incomplete, three lines being lost.

ili. 12-15 contain a new stanza, a brief, independent prophecy,
springing out of a situation not unlike that of verses 1-3, 8, 9; but at
an earlier stage, when Yahweh remoustrates, and does not yet over-
whelm in judgment. The lines are twelve in number, with three
beats in each. This, with other things, is opposed to the view of Stu-
der (J. Pr. Th. 1881, p. 165 sqq.), that iii. 8~15, or at least verses
13-15 formed the original continuation of v. 1-7. (See on chap. v.)

12 My pedple, its verseers, wilful children,
And wdmen, they have miled dver it.
My pedple, those gufding thee are misledding,
And the wdy of thy piths they have swillowed up.
13 Yahwéh is stditioned to conténd,
And sténdeth to jiidge (the) pedples;
14 Yahwéh, into judgment will he énter,
With the élders of my pedple and its princes.

20 So Duhm, Cheyne.

12







BROWN : THE MEASUREMENTS OF HEBREW POETRY. 91

Isainh iv. 1 is a prose verse, by its style strongly suggestive of iii.
6, 7. It stands in no original connection with the rest of chapter iv.,
nor yet with iii. 26, although its relation of thought to iii. 26 is close
enough to explain its receiving this place at the hands of an editor.
Possibly iii. 6, 7, and iv. 1 formed part of a prophecy which was
divided and euntered on the margin, at points appearing suitable to
a commentator-copyist :

1 And seven women shall seize upon one man, in that day, saying:
Our bread will we eat, and our garments will we wear, only let us be called
by thy name, remove our reproach !

On iv. 2-6 cf. Briggs, Messianic Prophecy, pp. 193 sq.

Isa. v. is evidently composite. We have first, verses 1-4, 5-7, the
story of the vineyard, in two strophes, each coutaining nine five-toned
lines. Then, verses 8-24, we have, in six-toned lines, the gloomy
series of ““woes,” apparently in five strophes of six lines each. Bat
there are some difficult questions here. Verse 17, making the sixth
line of strophe three, is senseless in its context, and must have been
displaced. If we remove it, we shall have one line too few. On
the other hand, verse 22 disturbs its context, seems to be a repetition
of verse 11, aund is not needed to make out its strophe. I am in-
clined to regard this as interpolated.

But I wish to suggest the possibility of fiuding a sixth strophe in
x. 1-4* which begins with a ¢ Woe,” and has the same movement and
number of lines. There has certainly been transposition in these
chapters ; for v. 25-30 do not form the conclusion of the foregoing,
but of an entirely different prophecy, viz. ix. 7-20. 'We have here
six-toned lines in four strophes. Strophes one to three have six lines
each, and strophe four twelve lines ; each strophe has a refrain.

There are three remarks to be made about the text:

(a) Isa. ix. 14, “ The elder and the uplifted of countenance, he is
the head, and the prophet, teaching lies, he is the tail,” has long been
regarded as interpolation, on internal grounds. The poetic structure
coufirms this. It is a disturbance to the strophical structure.

{(b) Isa.ix. 20", ** Mauasseh, Ephraim; and Ephraim, Mapnasseh, —
they together against Judah,” is probably an interpolation :— (1) No
sufficient evidence that the civil wars of Northern Israel to which ref-
erence is had were along tribal lines; (2) No propriety in the mention
of Judah; (3) Impossible to interpret this line grammatically, in con-
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And buflt a téwer in its midst, and also a wine-press cut oiit in it ;

And he expécted its bedring clisters, and it hére wdrthless things.

And néw, dwéller in Jerisalem, and mdn of Jridah,

Juidge ye, priy, betweén me dnd my vineyard :

What to d6 mdre (was there) for my vineyard, that I dfd not
in it? )

Why did I expéet its bedring chisters, and it bére worthless things ?

IL

And néw let me, pray, make knéwn to you what 'l am going to
dd to my viueyard :

Remdve the hédge of it, and it shall bé a consiiming ;

Break ddwn its will, and it shall bé a down-tredding;

Yea, I will mdke it a wiste ; it shall nefther be prined nor hoéd,

And brfers and thérns shall céme wp. _

And on the cloids will I lay commiind not to rain rain updn it ;

For the vineyard of Yahwéh Sebadth is the hoise of 'Israel,

Even the min of Jidab his plinting of delight ;

And he expected justice, and behdld blodd-pouring, — righteous-
ness, and lo a cry!

v. 8-24; x. 1-4.

I
Woé! they that make botise toiich hoise, field to fiéld they jofn,
Until there is no mdre rodém, and ye dwéll by yoursélves in the
midst of the lind;
In my edrs (saith) Yahwdéh Sebaith, Sirely hodses (are ?) mdny,
Destroyed shall they bé; gredt and fine ones, that there be nd
dwéller.
For tén dcres of vineyard, they shall yiéld dne bith,
And seéd of a chémer, it shall yiéld an éphah.

1L

Wod! early risers in the mdrning, to hiirry after strong drink,

Lingerers in the évening, that wine may inflime them ;

And there is lite and hiirp, timbrel and pipe [and wine] (at) their
fedsts ;

And the ddings of Yahweéh they regird not, and the wirk of his
hdnds bave not seén.

Thérefore ciptive is my pedple withuit (their) knéwledge,

And its hénorable émpty # from hiinger, and its miltitude pirched
with thirst.

21 Read ™%, with Hitz., Ew., Botteh., Stud., Ch., Del,, Bred.; cf. Deut.
xxxii. 24.
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Thristing aside from judgment wedk ones, and sndtching jistice
from the distressed of my pedple,

Widdws becdming their spoil, and the drphans they keep plindering.

— And what will ye dd at the ddy of visitdtion, and at the deso-
lition — from afiir it cémeth ?

Unto whém will ve fle¢ for hélp, and whére will ye ledve your
gléry ?

— Excépt he have crotiched beneath ciptives, and benedth the
slafn they fall !

[In all this his anger hath not turned back, and still is his hand
stretched forth.]

ix. 7-20; v. 25-30. (Ilexameter).
L

A word hath Adondy sént into Jicob, yea, it hath fillen into ‘Israel ;

And the pedple shall kniw it, éll of them, 'Ephraiin and the dwéller
in Samdria, :

....... «» In pride and in drroganrce of heirt, sav¥ing :

Bricks, they have fillen, but héwn (stones) will we build ; syca-
mores, they have been cut déwn, but cédars will we substitute ;
And Yahwéh exslted the princes (H. adversaries) of Resfn against

hfm, and his énemies he spiirreth on,
‘Aram before and Philistia behind, and they devoiired Israel with
open motth.
Refrain :  For all this his dnger hath not turned bick, and
still is his hdnd strétched forth.

IL
And the pedple, it retiirned not to himn that smdéte it, even Yahwéh
Sebadth they did not seék.
And so Yahwéh hath it off from ‘Israel head and tail, palm
branch and riish, in one day.
omitted. ]
And the guides of this peiple have becdme misledding, and jts
guided ones 168t ones;
Theréfore over its yoiing men doth Yahwéh not rejoice,®
And its 6rphans and its widows he doth ndt compdssionate ;,
For every mémber of it is profine, and an évil-doer, and every
moiith spedketh profinity.
Refrain: For all this his dnger hath not turned bick, and
stfll is his hind strétched forth.

# MY, Parallelism bad. Lagarde proposes MEBY, ( =MD ?) = nass over,
spare (H'QB,), which in Ex. xii, 13, 23, 27, is joined with b». So Cheyne.
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analysis. Chapter vii. is more difficult. Passing over verses 1-12, we
find in verses 18-17, including the Immanuel prediction, a stanza of
16 four-toned lines — regarding the words ** The king of Assyria,” at
the end of verse 17 as a gloss. Verses 18, 19, give a stanza of seven
three-toned lines, — a variation which corresponds with the contents,
and separates verses 18, 19 from the preceding context; but the four-
toned movement is resumed in verse 20. vii. 1-12 shows a combina-
tion of prose and poetry :

vii. 1 And it came to pass in the days of .\haz, son of Jotham, son of
Uzziah, king of Judah, that Resin king of Aram, with Pekach, son of
Remalyahu, king of Israel, went up to Jerusalem for war against it, but
he was not able to fight against it. 2 And it was reported to the house of
David, saying, .\ram hath rested upon Ephraim; and his heart quivered,
and the heart of his people, like a quivering of forest-trees before a wind.
.3 And Yahweh said unto Isaiah: Go out, now, to meet Ahaz, thou and
She’ar Yashub thy son, unto the end of the conduit of the upper pool, unto
the hizhway of the fuller's field, 4 And say unto him:

Take heid that thou keep cilm, do not fedr, and thy hedrt, let it
not be weik :
Because of thése twd stiimps of sméking firebrands,
By redson of the burning of the fnger of Resin and Ardm, and
the son of Remalyshu.
5 Whereids Arim hath devised against thee évil,
(And so) ‘Ephraim and the son of Remalyihu, saying:
6 We will go 1ip against Jiidah, and we will break fnto her, and we
will snitch her for oursélves,
And we will mdke king in the midst of her the sin of Tabedl :
7 Thus safth Adonay Yahwdh, It shall not stdnd, and it shall not
come to pdss.
8 For the hedd of Arim is Damsdscus. and the head of Daméscus
Resin,
[— And in yet sixty and five years Ephraim shall be shattered,
that it be no people —%]
9 .And the hedd of ‘Ephraim is Samiiria, and the head of Samdria
the son of Remalyshu.
If ye will nét have cdnfidence, siirely ye shall niét have continu-
ance.”
10  And Yahweh spake again unto Ahagz, saying:

2 Verse 2 might be a stanza of four four-toned lines.

* An unsuitable gloss.

712~ 1 =11 lines ; five-toned movement. Perhaps incomplets; cf. Ewald.
13
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Thé hedd and the hair of the fedt, —
Yes, dlso the bedrd shall it sweép away. ™

vii. 21-25 do not lend themselves to fully satisfactory arrangement.
They have especial difficulties of text and structure, and it seems
better nat to attempt to give them here.

In chapter viii, after the verses concerning Maher-shalal-hash-baz
(1—4), which perhaps combine prose and poetry, like vi. and vii. 1-12,
8 new prophecy is introduced by verse 5:

viii. 5 And Yahwéh spoke unto me yet again, saying :
6 PBecauise that this pedple hath rejécted
The witers of Shildah that fisw sdftly,
And rejofceth with Resin and the son of Remalydhu,
7 Now therefore, behdld, Adonay bringing 1ip upon thém
The witers of the river, mighty and greit
[The king of Assyria and all his glory].%8
And it shall rfse ovér 4ll its chdnnels,
And shall flow ovér dll its bdnks,
8 And shall sweép into Jridah, overfiéw, and pass dn;
As fdr as the néck shall it redch,
And the stretching-oiit of its wings is the filling of the breddth of
thy lind.%

This arrangement leaves the last two words of verse 8, bx wuy,
for a new stanza. This stanza, verses 8°-10, is, if the text be right,
of a peculiarly artistic formation. The prevailing movement in the
seven lines is trimeter, but the first and last lines are short, and the
middle line is long ;

by muor 8
R By w9
yox=prm b e
t[hemn mxnn] mme Rnn
=pnY MLy XY 10
op=xbs =39 o
1R vy

This seems, then, like an independent song of exultation, and it
does not accord with the terrible prediction of verses 6-8. It is
probably placed where it stands by a collector or compiler.

8 Four four-toned lines.
8 Gloss.
% Teu lines, in two groups of five each; the movement has four beats,
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shall pass through it, hard pressed and hungry, etc.”” does not begin
a poem. The opening lines of the prophecy are lost. It is quite
likely that the last four words of verse 20, =rw “>=y"x =zx, belonged
to one of these opening lines. Of the preceding piece in trimeter
movement, at least three lines are gone. then, from the third five-line
strophe or stanza. Now ix. 1-6 contains two hexameter strophes, of
seven lines each, and the preceding three verses (viii. 21-23) contain
six hexameter lines; the last words of viii. 20 would belong to another
line, making seven. If this begau the poem, then it consisted origi-
nally of three seven-line strophes. But the situation of viii. 21 is
such as to need a somewhat longer introduction. It is not at all
impossible, therefore, that a whole additional strophe is missing at
the heginning of this great prophecy.
1.
vitl. 20° .. .... ... . to whom no dawn.
21 And he shall pdss through it, hard préssed and hingry, and it
shall bé, when he is hiingry, that he shall be enriged,
And shall ciirse by his king and by his gid(s), and =hall look 1ip-
ward, 22 and to edrth shall he giize,
And 16, distréss and ddrkness, gloom of distréss, — and into thick
déirkness is he thrist.
23  Biit n6 glodm to hér who hid distréss.
At the férmer time he brought contémpt on the Lind of Zcbulon,
and the ldénd of Nsphtali,
And in the litter hath he hdnored the way of the seii. the region
beyond Jdrdan, the circuit of the niitions.
IL
ix. 1 The pedple that were wiilking in diirkness they have seén a greit
light, etc.
(For ix. 1-6, see Briggs, Messianic Prophecy, p. 198 sqq.)
Isaiah ix. 7-20 and x. 1-4 have been already considered.

x. 5-34 contains a magunificent prediction, evidently from a later
period of Isaiah’s activity. It is the oue giving the intensely vivid
description of the approach of the Assyrians, and their overthrow,
verses 28-34. There are five hexameter strophes of nine lines each.

But there is one interruption. Verses 21-23, falling just between
strophes iii. and iv. contain four and one half hexameter lines, —
agreeing thus in metrical movement with the context, but breaking
the strophical arrangement. One might suppose that these lines are
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Yea, I bring ddwn, like a biill, enthréned ones; 14 Yea, my
hand hath redched, as & nést, the wealth of the pedples,

Andlike a gédthering of forsdken éggs, all the efrth have I gdthered ;

And there is none that fhittereth a wing, or dpeneth a beik, or
chirpeth ! ‘

— Shall the dxe bodst against him that 1ifteth it, or the sdw sét
itself above him that wiéldeth it ?

As if a r6d should wiéld him that lifteth it ; as if a stdff should lift
what is no-wodd !

L.

Therefore shall the Lird Yahwéh Sebadth sénd into his fét parts
lednness, .

And rinder his gléry shall birn a birning like a birning of fire;

Aud the Light of ‘Israel shall bé for a fire, and his Hély One for
a flime,

And it shall kindle and devouir his briérs and his thirns in dne day ;

And the glory of his firest and his vineyard, both soul and flésh
shall it constime ; it shall be like a mourner’s ¥ pining,

Aud the remnant of the treés of the forést, féw shall they bé, and
a boy he may write them.

And it shall bé in thdt day, no linger shall the rémnant of ‘Israel,

And the escdped of the house of J4cob, rely upén his smiter,

But shall rely upén Yahwéh, the Hély One of Tsrael, in faithfulness.

A rémnant, it shall retiirn, a rémnant of ‘Israel to ‘El Gibbér;

For if thy pedple, O ‘Israel, hé as the sdnd of the ses,

(Only) a rémpant among them shall retiirn; a consiming, deci-
sive, overfléwing with righteousness !

For a consmiming, and (that) decisive, doth Adonay mike, Yahwéh
Sebacth,

Within £l the lénd.®

1v.
Thérefore thiis saith Adonay, Yahwéh Sebadth:
Fedr ndt, my pedple, dwélling in Zidn, before Asshuir,
With the réd though he smifte thee, and his stdff rafse over thec,
in the mdnner of ‘Egypt.
For yét a little while, and finished is wrdth, and mine dnger ... (?)
shall cedse (?) 4

4 0n BO), cf. Fried. Delitzsch, Prolegomenu, p. 64; Whitehouse, in Schrader’s
C.0.T.1L 311.

4 On verses 21-23, see above.

eurs bupeby? Cf. Cheyne.
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2 Behdld the Gid of my salvition!
I will trist and ndt be afraid,
For my stréngth and my séng is Yih,5
Yahwdéh,® and he hath become to mé salvition.
3 And ye shall drdw witer with joy
From the weélla of salvition.

1L
14 And ye shall say, in thit day,
Give thinks to Yahwdh, call upon his nime.
Make knéwn among the pedples his ddings,
Recdrd how his ndme is muignified.
5 Play miisic to Yahwdéh,
Fir majdéstically hath he wroiight,
Made kndwn be this in all the edrth. .
6 Cry aloiid, and shout (maiden) dweller in Zion,
For gredt, in thy midst, (is) the Ioly One of ‘Isracl.8?

I desire to say, in conclusion, (1) that my study of the prophets
continually strengthens the impression that they were at first trans-
mitted in a much more fragmentary state, were exposed to much
greater mutilation, and in their present form owe much more to com-
pilers and editors than has often been supposed. It seems to me that
the poetic structures which can be observed in them afford important
evidence of this; (2) that all lines of proof tend to show that the
collecting and editorial work was of very different degrees of care and
intelligence ; (3) that no one bhasis of arrangement, from date, form,
or contents adequately explains, the collectious, as we now possess
them ; (4) that while the theory of * catch-words,” upon which Cor-
nill has laid much stress in the arrangement of Isaiali’s prophecies
(Z.A. W. 1884 pp. 83 sqq.), has received some confirmation from our
present study (e.g. x. 21-23), we must also consider, among the ex-
ternal grounds of coliocation, metrical agreement. For while metri-
cal disagreement repeatedly helps us iu the analysis, metrical agree-
ment, in cases where differences in the strophical divisions or the
contents lead us to make separations, may give the reason, or one
reason, for the collocation that we find (e.g. v. 25-50, x. 1-4, and

5 Read N" "DOMZY, of. Lxx. )
® Lxx omits; possibly I dittography from (1°)7 (Diestel) ; but see Geiger,
Urschr. 274 8qq , and Cheyne.
“ On the date of this propheey, cf. Note on The [nte of Isaiak xii., infra.
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