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THINGS CONCERNING HIMSELF.

II. CHRrIST IN PROPHECY.

¢ The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy ” (Rev. xix, 10).
“To Him give all the prophets witness, that whosoever believeth in Him shall
receive remission of sins” (Acts x. 43).

> ROPHECY is rightly considered a very important
branch of the evidences of Christianity. It is not,
however, our purpose to enter upon an examination
of the general subject of prophecy in all its bearings,
but simply to look at prophecy in oune aspect ; that,
however, its most important aspect—viz., as pointing
to the Lord Jesus Christ. We dv not think it
necessary to discuss the difference between Scripture prophecy
and prophecy as known among the pagan nations, nor do we
stay to give proofs of the genuineness of the Old Tesiament
prophecies as they have come down to us. Accepting these
as authentic records, and fully believing in their Divine
inspiration, we proceed to take a rapid survey of the relation
» of prophecy to the Christ of God. The words of the angel to
John give the true theory of the purpose of prophecy. Its
main object was to set forth Christ, Other events are foretold,
but they all stand in some relation to Christ or His kingdom. ¢ The
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” Christ never hesitated to
appeal to the prophetic testimony in support of His claims, and after the
resurrection we find Him giving His disciples special ingtruction in the
understanding of these prophecies. Thus instructed by Clrist and
specially illumined by the Divine Spirit, these apostles saw that all
prophetic testimony was focussed upon Christ, and gloried ip declaring
that “To Him give all the prophets witness.” Upon this conviction
they acted in all their preaching to the Jews, who admitted the Divine
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authority of the prophets ; ever appealing to these prophets in support
of the Gospel message, and asserting that they spake “none other things
than Moses and the prophets did say should come.” To all, who iu their
studyv of prophecy were perplexed as to its meaning and aim, they could,
like Philip, begin at any of these Messianic Scriptures and preach Jesus.

Without possessing their insight into prophecy, we can yct thaukfully
and carefully follow their guidance in the interpretatiou of the various
predictions and their application to the Christ. One thing that must
strile a careful student of prophecy is the wondrous fact that so many
men, living at different periods, in different places, in different stations
of life, surronnded by different circumstances, should yet all write in
harmony concerning the same Persou ; some dwelling upon one point,
some on another, but no one contradicting the others. As if a number
of painters, living in different ages of the world, had each placed upon
his canvas some features or tints of a picture, which, when all brought
together, should combine to form a harmonious and correct likeness of
some individual, the like of whom no one of them had ever seen. We
should say such an oceurrence was altogether incredible, or expressly
miraculous. But that astonishing miracle is exactly what we have in
the prophecies—the separate predictions combine to give us a perfect
portrait of One whose like had never been seen on earth, the peerless Son of
God and Son of Man, the altogether lovely Christ of God. Surely that
one fact is enough to prove the Divinity of Scripture. You can only
account for this wondrous result by supposing that the various men were
animated by one Spirit, even by the Holy Spirit of God, who alone knew
Christ. The Holy Spirit was the Painter, and these prophets were but
as brushes which He used at different times in painting the express
image of the Saviour’s person. With the aid of that same Spirit we
would now seek to point out some of the most noteworthy features of
this noble picture, _

I. Consider the prophetic testimony regarding the Humanity of Christ.
In the first great prediction (Gen. iii. 15), we have the germ of succeeding
prophecies. That was uttered by Jehovah Himself, without the use of
any intermediate voice. He was on that occasion, so to speak, fis own
Prophet. ¢ The seed of the woman ” distinctly and unmistakably points
out the human nature of the coming Saviour, Through the woman
Satan had found a way of introducing sin into the world, and now God
declares that throngh the woman He will introduce a Saviour into the
world. That our first parents expected a human Saviour is evident from
Eve’s exclamation when, a happy motber, she gazed upon her firstborn
son, I have gotten a man Jehovah.” In the promise given to Abraham
there is an echo of the original prediction, “In thy seed shall all the
families of the earth be blessed.” That Christ is here referred to is put
beyond all doubt by the express declarations of the New Testament, Gal.
iji. 16 ; Acts ii. 25. A more definite view, however, of the Coming One
is here given. In the first He is a Son of Man, in this He is a Son of
Abraham, so that the circle narrows, and instead of looking to the world
at large the faithful are taught to look in the line of Abraham’s race, the
Jewish nation, for the Promised One. The humanity is still the most
prominent feature, and in the epistle to the Heb. (ii. 16), where the
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predintion is referred to, this blessed and necessary truth is bronght out
very fully. Passing by the prediction of Isaac, which shows that the
blessing is to come throngh the posterity of Jacob; and that of Jacob,
which confines it to the royal tribe of Judah; and leaving, on the wne
hand, the testimony of Moses to the future Prophet, and on the other,
that of Balaam to the coming King, we arrive at that turn of prophecy
which, with ever-narrowing circle, centres the hopes of the faithful in the
house of David—2 Sam. vii.,, taken in connection with Psalm Jxxxix. 4,
29, 36. * The seed of David” is an expression that perpetuates the older
predictions and keeps still in view the human nature of the expected
-Christ. The Pharisees had no hesitation in saying that the Messiah
must be the Son of David, and with bolduess, founded on these prophecies,
Paul declares, “ Of this man’s seed hath God according to His
promise raised unto Israel a Saviour Jesus.” Isaiah bears clear
testimony to the Humanity of Christ, giving particulars that were
before unknown, which possess all the distinctness of history:
“ Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel,” and we need not remind you how literally that was fulfilled
in the birth of Christ, nor how the angels. in their song at Bethlehem,
echoed the words of the same prophet—* Unto us a child is born, unto
us a son is given.” It would be easy to quote many more predictions
-concerning this aspect of our Lord’s person, indeed it is stated or implied
in almost all  We have referred to these leading passages as shewing
bhow largely the minds of the people must have been occupied with the
thought that from among the sons of men there would come forth a
Son of Man who would be the realization of all their awakened desires.
The very name ‘‘ Son of Man,” given by Daniel, became the title which
the Saviour seemed to find special pleasure in adopting. Most essential
was it that the Saviour should be & man: only as a mau could He fully
take our place and live our life ; only as a man could He suffer as became
the Saviour of men ; ouly as a man could He have that practical sym-
pathy with the sorrowing sous of men which it is His delight to otfer
and our comfort to receive. So while the spirit of prophecy declares
that God has laid our “ help upon One that is mighty,” it asserts with
the greatest possible clearness that He is ““ One chosen ont of the people,”
and in anticipation of the words of Pilate, the cry rings throughout the
Old Testament, * Belold the Max.” '

II. Briefly notice the predictions concerning the Divinity of Christ.
In nearly all the prophecies the Divinity of Christ is implied, and gives
the key to the full understanding of them, but we are uot left to mere
inference. Unmistakable statements are made. Enoch prophesied of
‘Christ, as Jude tells us, saying, *‘ Behold the Zord cometh with ten
thousands of His saints.” Noah speaks of Himn as the “ Lord God of
Shem.” Concerning the King of Zion, the Psalmist represents Jehovah
as saying, “Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.”
Acts xiii. 33, and Hebrews i 5, clearly show that Christ is meant.
Again, in answer to the question, “Who is the King of Glory?”
«(Psalm xxiv, 10), the answer is given, ** The Lord of Hosts, He is the
King of Glory.” And again, of that King it is said, ** Thy throne, O God,
is for ever and ever” (Psalms xlv. 6, and Hebrews i. 8). Yet again, in
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Psalm cx., He who is David’s son is David’s Lord, as Jesus Himself
convincingly shewed the Pharisees in expounding that pregnant state-

ment, ‘“ The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou at My right hand, until

1 make Thine enemies Thy footstool.” Coutinually in Isaiah and else-

where the Redeemer of Isracl is identified with the Lord. The virgin’s

child is to be nanied Immanuel, “God with us”; and He is described

as the ‘ Mighty God, the Everlasting Father.” Speaking of the fore-

runner of Christ, the same prophet declares that he is to prepare * the:
way of Jehovah, to make straight in the desert a highway for our God” ;

and when the One thus heralded appears, he says to the cities of Judah,.
 Behold your God.” The name of the King of whom Jeremiah speaks

is Jehovah Tsidkenw. The child whom Micah sees born. at Bethlehem

has had his going forth ¢ from of old, from everlasting.” Zechariah

speaks of Him as the Fellow of the Lord of Hosts, and again, ‘ the Lord

my God shall come ”; and the closing prophecy of Malachi declares,

“The Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His temple.” We
need not stop to show how Christ,and Christ alone, fulfils these predictions.

Truly did the angels declare, *“ Unto you is born a Saviour, which is

Christ the Lord,” and anyone with unprejudiced mind studying the life of”
Christ in the light of prophets and evangelists, must feel that Thomas
was right when he cried, *“ My Lorp, and my Gob.” A. M‘Caig,

(To be continued)
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THE MACHINE WITHOUT THREAD.

«o1 TLIKE to sew when there is no thread in the machine, it runs so easy,’
said g little girl just now. . . . .
A good many people, I think, are fond of running their machines without
any thread. . .
When I hear a boy talking very large of the grand things he would do, if
be only could, and if things and circumstances were only entirely different,
and then neglecting every little daily duty, and avoiding work and lessons, I
think he is running his machine without any thread. .
When I see a girl very sweet and pleasant abroad—ready to do anything
for a stranger—and cross and disagreeable at home, and disobliging to her
mother and sisters, she, too, is running her machine without any t_hread. .
Ah'! this sewing without & thread is very easy indeed, and the life machine-
will make a great buzzing, and the wheels revolve merrily, but labour, time,
and force will in the end be far worse than wasted.— Word and Work.

SUBTERRANEAN GoopNESs.—The man who has nothing to boast of but his
illustrious ancestors is like a potato—the only good belonging to him is-
vnderground.—Overbury.

TvorurioN.—There ought to be & clear distinetion made between science
in a state of hypothesis, and science in the state of fact, and inasmuch as it 18
sl in ite hypothetical stage, the ban of exclusion ought to fall on the theory
of evolution. Those who hold the theory are by no means ignorant of the-
uncertainty of its data, and they only yield to it a provisional assent.—-
I'rof. Tyndall.
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AMONG THE IRISH CHURCHES.
By Pastor Hueo D. Browny, M.A.

AST month the projected marriage of the Harconrt Street Baptist
Chapel Evangelists’ Association with the Irish Baptist Home
Mission became an accomplished fact, and on lines equitable and
honourable to both Committees the union has been consummated.
This step will unite and consolidute the work in Ireland, and

prove, it is hoped, a source of much blessing to our cause generally.

Three years ago, the Harcourt Association was started, and developed

with great activity ; the work of its evangelists has been much owned of

God, and donbtless will still he under the same God and slightly altered

regime. May the marriage be a happy one, and bride and bridegroom

live in loyalty to each other !

BeLrasT.—Pastor C. S. Donald is getting on prosperously at Regent
Street, and the friends there are full of enthusiasm and hope, Mr. Clark
is also making solid headway at MouNTPOTTINGER, while Dr. Usher has
had the joy of baptising and receiving several into fellowship : altogether
things look bright in our Northern Capital.

Maytowy WoopeN HaLt is up, and the church worships there with
many evidences of the Divine favour. Lurean is growing under the
earuest pastoral care of Mr. Boyd. ATHLONE and MOATE are prosperous,
and Mrs. Eland, having recently joined her zealous son, will doubtless
greatly aid the work in this district ; while WATERFORD has given a hearty
and nnanimous invitation to Mr. P. A. Hudgell (late of Wrexham) to
accept the vacant pastorate. We wish Mr. and Mrs. Hudgell much
success and gladuess in their ministry for the King in the ¢ Urbs Intucta.”

Owing to a strong protest on the part of the Irish Evangelical Suciety
agninst the purchase of the chapel at LiMerick, Mr. Hugh D. Brown has
relinquished his claim to that building, and taken temporary premises
near George’s Street, where the Baptist Church will worship until a more
suitable building can be erected. A first-c'ass site has been secured, and
operations will be pushed on as vigorously as possible. For the erection
of the new chapel, and also that at Cork, funds are urgently needed. Tt
is feared we will end our financial year with an adverse balance. Several
churches contributing last year have not yet sent in their contributious
for 1891, though our expenditure is of cowrse annually increasing with
an ever-largening work.  FVerbum sap !

A comparative statement of how the Irish Baptist Home Mission
stands now, as contrasted with 3 years ago, may be interesting, and
proves beyoud doubt the wisdom of transferring the management of
local affairs to Irish hands.

1888 1891
Churches......... 12 ... 17
Agents............ 17 ... 22
Baptisms ......... 47 110*
Members ......... 958  ...... 1175%

May the Lord still further aid and prosper us!

* About ; returns being not absolutely complete.



SAVING FAITH.

A Paper rcad at the Great Victoria Strect Baptist Church
Christian Endeavour Socicty.

¥ N introducing our subject, I cannot do better than quote the remarks of
1 Alexander Campbell, of Bethany, U.S., on the word ‘¢ Faith,” as found
in the appendix to his version of the New Testament,—* Psst7s, faith,
belief, trust, confidence. \When a person confides in testimony he
5 believes in 1t, or has faith in it. When a person has confidence in a
man, he trusts in him, or has faith in him. It always presupposes
testimony : for where there is nothing said, reported or testified, there can
be nothing believed or disbelieved. The verb occurs. 246 times, and the
noun 244 times. \We have the phrases, ‘believe on Him,” *believe in Him,’
‘believe Him.> The simple definition of this term is,—tke assurance or
conviction that lestimony is true.” Professor Eadie in his Biblical Dictionary
says, ‘ The faith which is necessary to salvation, and without which it is
impossible to please God, combines assent with reliance, belief with trust”

Let us now look at some Scriptures in which the word is used in this
sense. (1) Take the case of Abraham, “the father of all them that believe.”
We read in Gen. xv. 5, 6, that Jehovah brought him forth abroad, and said,
“ Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them :
and He said unto him, So shall thy seed be And he believed in Jehovah,
and He counted it to him for righteousness.” Regarding the fulfilment of
this promise, Abraham’s body was “now dead,” so that he believed in God
as One who “ quickeneth the dead ” : and not only so, but faking a further
step, he believed or appropriated to himself the promise. Now to see in what
respect our faith resembles his, look at the conclusion ot Rom. v, The
testimony there is, *° God has raised from the dead the One whn.was_ delivered
for our offences.” The promise is, * Believing on Him,. our faith is counted
to us for righteousness ”—if we believe that God has rglsed Jesus our Lord
from the dead, let us take the further step, anq appropriate to ourselves the
promise, that “ our faith is counted to us for righteousness”; thus, and thus
only, do we * walk in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham."'

(2) In the Parable of the Sower, our Lord shows the results which follow
the preaching of the word of the kingdomn ; He says, * when anyone heareth
the word of the kingdom and understandeth it not, then cometh the devil
and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be
savea.” Surely we can infer from this that saving faith is belief of the word.

(3) The angel who appeared to Cornelius is represented in Acts xi. 14,
as saying to him, ¢ Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon, whose surname is
Peter ; who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and thy house skall be saved.

(4) When the apostles and elders were come }ogethgr to consider whether
it was necessary, in order to their salvation, to circumcise those from among
the Gentiles who believed, and to command them to keep the law of Moses,
Peter declares the mind of God on the matter thus—“God made choice
among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should Zear the word'o/ the G_o.r;ﬁel
and believe ; and God who knoweth the hearts bare them witness, giving
them the Holy Ghost . . . purifying their hearts by faith.,” I think the
apostle’s words in 2 Thess. ii. 13, 14, may fitly close this part of my subject,
¢« God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation 24»ozg#% sanctification
of the Spirit and delief of the truth,” etc. _ o o

And now let us seek an answer to the enqulry——Hgvy is this bellew{mg state
of mind produced ? Let me remind you of the definitions already given, and
refer you to the conduct of the Bereans when Paul preached the Gospel ta
them, as recorded in Acts xvii,, as exemplifying this. They believed the Old
Testament Scriptures to be the Word of God, and examining the apostle’s
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statements in its sacred light, ** therefore many of them believed.” John xx.
30, 31, may also help us to understand this—* Many other signs truly did
_Iesus .. . which are not written in this book : but these are written
that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.” John assumes
a knowledge of the Old Testament writings on the part of his readers (the
reference to the Christ proves this), and in order that the claims of Jesus to
be “the Christ, the Son of God” might be proved to a demonstration, he
writes his gospel. To be persuaded of the truth that Jesus is the Christ, is
to believe, and believing this we * have life through His Name.”

But in both these instances the Old Testament is the basis of their con-
fidence, as it is also the means by which the future belief that “ Jesus is the
Christ” is produced—taken in conjunction with the testimony of the apostles,
I mean. Now we ask, how were they persuaded that it is indeed the Word
of God? It appears to me that the history of the Jewish people very con-
clusively establishes this, as also do the accompanying signs ; and our Lord
shows its authority to be supreme when Herepresents Abraham as silencing
the rich man’s appeal, to have one sent from the dead to warn his brethren,
with'these words—¢ If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will
they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.” Nor has the Gospel
been left without similar, though still more conclusive confirmation; for does
not the history of the Kingdom of God, since it was founded by the death
and resurrection of its King, and extended by the preaching of the Gospel,
prove that this Gospel, by means of which it is preserved and extended, is of
God ? How otherwise can the fact that the “ gates of hell” have not prevailed
against it be explained? And, according to Hebrews ii., signs in confirmation
thereof have also been granted. Nor are these signs to be lightly thought of,
for our Lord appeals to just such signs as the seal of His mission from the
Father, in these words, *‘ Believe Me for the very works’ sake.”

The apostle, in Romans x., enters very fully into the subject. In verse9,
he says, “ If thou shalt with thy mouth confess Jesus as Lord, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved.” Then in verse 17, he shows that this belief “‘cometh of hearing, and
hearing by the word of Christ.” The case of the Ethiopian Eunuch in
Acts vili., and of Cornelius in Acts x., are two fine examples of Rom. x. 17,

Let us now glance at some obstacles or hindrances in the way of faith—
(1) John v. 44, ** How can ye believe which receive honour one of another,
and seek not the honour that cometh from God?” (2) 2 Thess. ii. 10—12,

. . They received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.
And for this cause God shall send them strong delusnon that they should
believe a lie ; that they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but
had pleasure in unrighteousness.” Beware of fampering with the truth/
Unrighteousness is delighted in—the truth which reveals this source of
pleasure to be unrighteousness, warns of its consequences, and would wean
from its influence, is not loved, then not received, then hated; afterwards a
plausible lie presents itself, is embraced, and damnation is the end.

(3) It may be thought by some that the secret purposes of God are
hindrances in the way of faith, but a comparison of the following passages
will show that God's purposes, even while revealed, still leave man a free
agent. Jer.xxxvii 10, with c. xxxviii. 17. In the former, God most distinctly
caused it to be said that the Chaldeans would burn Jerusalem with fire; in
the latter, He promises the King of Judah under certain conditions that “this
city shall not be burned with fire.” Jerusalem, like the sinner, is ** condemned
already.” Yet, in the freest manner possible, on certain easnly -fulfilled con-
ditions, God offers deliverance. In Acts xxvii. 22, the apostle promises on
God’s behalf, “ There shall be no loss of life among you.” Compare this
with His words in v. 31, on seeing the sailors about to flee out of the ship,
“ Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.” Againin Acts xxiii. 11,
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the Lord promises Jaul that he must bear witness of Him at Rome; compaie
this with Paul's conduct when the plot of the Jews was made known 10 hiwm,
as recorded lower down in the same chapter. Surely we may infer (rom
these passages that, let God’s decrees be what they may, they never interfeie
with man’s freedom of choice and action. [ must now conc'ude, leaving with

you the words of our Lord in John viii. 46, “ If [ say the truth, why do ye
not believe me 2™

—tp

MOSES and CHRIST COMPARED and CONTRASTED.

A BisrLe Stupy, BY J. L. D., DuBLIN.

®® HE parents of Christ were poor; so were the parents of Moses.
Christ was born at the tinie when a cruel king reigned; so was
¥ Moses.
In infancy Christ was wonderfully preserved; so was Morer.
Christ’s mighty works proved Him to be the Sent of God ; so did
the works of Moses, both before Pharoah and the children of Israel.
Christ fasted forty days; so did Moser, in the wilderness of Sinai.
Christ learnt obedience through suffering; Moses was faithful as u fersant.
Christ was a Deliverer from Satan’s power ; Moses a deliverer from ihe
bondage of Egypt.

Christ commanded the elements, and they obeved Him ; the waters divided
at the command of Moses.

When Christ prayed on the Mount of Transfiguration, the fashion of His
countenance was altered ; so Moses’ face shone on the Mount with God.

Christ fed thousands miraculously in the wilderness; so Moresfed the people.

Christ gave living water to the thirsty—Himself, the Rock of Ages; so
Moses gave the children of Israel water ont of a rock.

Christ was the meek and lowly One; so of Moses it is written, he © was very
meek, above all the men which were upon the earth * (Nwmbers xi1, 3;.

Christ is Mediator of the new covenant; so do we read of Motes being a
medintor of a covenant.

Christ is the Advocate of His people; so was Moses an advocate to plead
the caure of Israel.

Of Christ it is written, ** Called of God an High Priest”; so of Moser,
« Awmong his priests” (Ps. xcix. 6).

Christ also was a Prophet, He did ‘ the works which none other mun
did” (John xv. 24); so of Moses it is written, * There arose not a prophet
gince 1n Ierae] like unto Moses” (Deut. xxxiv. 10).

Many instances are given of Christ being King, but none sweeter to His own
then the following :—** And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God,
end the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord
God Almighty ; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints ” (Rev. xv. 8).

Moses commandedusa law,even the inheritance of the congregation of Jacob.

And he was king in Jeshurun, when the heads of the people and the tribes
of Ierael were gathered together (Deut. xxxiii. 4, 5).

But let us not forget the superiority of Christ Lo Moses, that while Moses
was mere man and the servant of God, Christ is Divine and the Son of God.
For He, rays Paul, “hath been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, by
go much as he that built the house hath more honour than the house. For
every house is builded by some one; but He that built all things is God.
And Moses indeed was faithful in all his house as a servant, for a testimony
of those things which were afterwards to be spoken; but Christ as a Son over
His house ; whose house are we, if wo hold fast our boldness and the glorying
of our hope firm unto the end ” (Heb. iii. 8-7, R. V.)
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OPEN COUNCIL.

SIR,—Perhaps it would not be out of place at this season, when cottage meet-
ings are held and other evangelistic work is being carried on, to jot down a few
thoughts and observations, anent such. A Parliamentary representative likes
now and again to hear the views of his constituents in regard to the manner
in which he is discharging his duties ; to hear the several criticisms thereon,
in order that during the next session he may be the better abl: to have their
wants satisfied. DBut it is more difficult for an evangelist to find out the
opinion of his aud:ences People, in most cases, do not like 10 speak their
mind where pechaps their opinion would not be well received, or through
delicacy of feeling.

In mixing with audiences, and on the way hoine, cne has an opportunity
of finding out to a great extent the mind of the people regarding the meetings
or the preacher, which, if conveyed to him, taken in gord part, and acted
on, might be the means of raising his popularity. Now, one remark very
common is—'* That man holds his meetings too long.” Which in many
instances is quite justified. I was in a ineeting lately which continued from
six to eight o’clock. There was an after-meeting of course, but even so, the
general opinion was—*“The meeting was held too long.” There are some
young evangelists who have been brought up in the town or city, who have
verv little knowledge of country life. They think perhaps the people have
onlv to walk home and go to bed, whereas, in many cases, there are hours of
work to be done among cattle, etc, and more especially in the winter season,
when stall-feeding i1s carried on.

A week or two ago [ went with a young man to hold a series of cottage
meetings in the house of a widow lady. She let me know her mind pretty
plainly on the manner in which she wouldlike the meetings conducted. *In
the first place,” said she, ‘1 do not want the meetings continued too long.
An hour will be quite long enough. [ remember my grandfather,” she
continued, ‘“‘used to call on an old man to pray, by saying, ‘ Brother M‘Conkey,
will you please engage in prayer, and when you have done—quit!’ There
is a young man,” said she, ** who cuomes here sometimes, a Plymouth Brother,
and his great fault is—he doesn’t know to quit when he has done.”

Well, we took the broad hints in good part, and commencing at seven we
always had done at eight. The peonle enjoyed the meetings. The attendance
increased every night, and some good was done. We found the advicea
good one—" To quit when you have done.” It reminded me of what an old
man once said about a minister with whom [ was acquainted—* That he
‘battered the brains out of his subject” .

[ do not know whether Paul should be imitated in continuing a meeting
until midnight, unless on a special occasion such as it was. I have come to
believe in short services. (I intend these remarks to be applied only to work
in country places.) I believe it is qute possible for a speaker in the space
of half-an-hour, or even less, to prove to a demonstration, say, the proposition
—*How should man be just with«God ?” Let him take up his subject as if
he were proving a proposition in Euclid, and when he has arrived at Q. E. D,,
let him stop. It is at this point many young men make a mistake. They
go back again merely to occupy time, and what was listened to with
pleasure, and perhaps profit, now begins to grow wearisome and thus the
good effect is spoiled. )

1 would like, however, to hear the opinion of others on the subject.—
Yours, etc., W. A.

&
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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

PriEsTS OR PEoPLE ?

"N a recent issue of the Christian Irishman, Rev. T. Connellan has a
powerful article on ‘‘ The Present Crisis” in Ireland. He gives some
striking quotations, showing, on the one hand, the clerieal struggle for
complete domination, and on the other, the growing rcluctance of many
of the people to be under priestly rule in temporal matters. Thus speaks
an arrogant priest :—*Those men said that priests had no right to

interfere in temporal matters. Well, now, he would tell those few that
the priests would trample on their opposition, and on their teachings, and
make them feel that the priests of the Churelh would be and should
be their guides in temporal as well as in spiritual matters:;” Un-
doubtedly this i1s the claim and the aim of the Papacy. What response
will the people make? The ‘“popular organ,” United Ircland, profess-
ing 1o voice the sentiments of the ‘ true men of Iieland,” declares that
*“ the clerical power must be fought; it must Le fought and conquered. It
must be fought and conquered, should we not have a single seat within the
four seas. For the sake of our religion and our race this thing must be done;
and the trusty men of Ireland have steeled their hearts 1o the task, . . .
While the priest can mould the political conscience of the peasant, .
there can be no liberty in the land.”” Mr Connellan, who hus good means of
knowing, says, ** Thank God, the massex of our countrymen are beginning to
realize this. They are coming to understaud that, no watter how free in
body, a man is still a slave if his soulis in bondage. They are gradually
acquiring a knowledge of history, not as the Church of Rome teaclies it, but
as it really is. They are beginning to turn to their Bibles for their arguments
against clerical dictatorship, and they cannot go to a better source.”” We
should like to see Mr. Connellan’s article published in separate form, and
scattered broadcast through England and Scotland.

* ok ok
A PRELATE’S PERPLEXITIES.

The Protestant Arehbishop of Dublin is getting more and more into hot
water over the Spanish business. It was lad enough to huve a nuimber of
English clergrmen memorializing the Archbishop of Canterbury against his
action, but it is much worse when his brother of Derry, leading an Irish
opposition, has prevailed upon the Archbishop of Armagh to withdraw his
countenance and support from the Spanish movement. As far as an outsider
can judge, the Primate has very weak reasons to give for his change of trqnt,
having apparently taken fright at the noise made in England. We confesy
to considerable sympathy with Lord Plunket, who stands sturdily upon his
rights 8s a Bishop to pursue untrammelled his course as heretofure, and in
his lengthy vindieation of Limsell 1o his ecclesiastical supericr he certainly
seems to have the better of the arguwment, although our ignorance ot the
mysteries of Episcopacy prevents us from spesking positively. If episcopal
ordination is a necessity for these Spanish Protestants, as all the paruiesn
this dirpute believe, it reemns very cruel to withhold it from thewn. Asfaraswe
can sece, the reason against Archbishop Plunket’s action is founded on the
feeling that he is encroaching upon the jurisdiction of the Roman Cuth:lie
Epiccopate. A pretty reason for professing Protestants to allege!

* Kk ok
AN AWFUL ALTERNATIVE,

We were rather amused to find in Lord Plunkev’s statement of the cate a
gentence to this effect, that if these Spanish converts were denied Episcopal
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ordination, they inust either lapse into infidelity, return to Romanism, or
plunge into Presbyterianism. No doubt some of the English Ritualists who
are g0 irate over the business, would rather that these converts went back to
Romanism than forward to Presbyterianism; even Lord Plunket thinks, and
no doubt conscientiously, that it would be disastrous for them to fall into the
hands of the Presbyterians: and this, after all the soft talk about union with
Presbyterians ! It would not be at all surprising if these Spanish reformers,
cotning to understand something of this ¢ ordination controversy,” should, in
disgust, make u trial even of Presbyterianism, and, notwithstanding his Lord-
ship's alarm, they might do much worse ; in fact, we thiok that, in the cir-
cumstances, they could hardly do better, unless they were prepared to go still
farther, or rather go back to New Testament principles, and identify them-
selves with those humble followers of the Apostles called Baptists. At any
rate they would have mo trouble about ‘‘ ordination,” and instead of going
a-begging for a Bishop’s blessing, they would find that the Great Head of the
Church could provide them frown ainong thewnselves with Bishops enough.

* Xk K
A CusaN CONVERT.

In the weekly portrait gullery of our able contemnporary The Christian,
there has perhaps been no wmore interesting sketch than that of ** Senor
Alberto J. Diaz, Pastor of Baptist Church, Havana, Cuba.” Every Baptist
should read the account of the conversion and subsequent lifework of this
remarkable man. Trained for the medical profession, changed by a revolu-
tion into a soldier, doowmed to death as a rebel, providentially escaping from
the power of the Spaniards, the young Cuban eventually reached New York,
where, under earnest Christian influence, he became a decided follower of the
Lord Jesns. Returning to Caba to tell the story of the Cruss, he was so
persecuted by the priests that he was obliged to leave the island. On his
second visit to New York, he has the fortuns to witness a baptism in Dr.
M‘Arthur’s church, and, finding in the ordinance as there practised what he
had failed to find in baptism as he had elsewhere known it—agreement
with the New Testament description—he soon offers himsell as a candidute,
and is immersed in the Triune Nate. 'The story goes ou to tell how he was
sent out to Guba as a missionury by a society of Philadelphian ladies, and how
wondrously, in spite of hot persecution from the priests, the Lord blessed his
work, until st the end of three years he had gathered a church of several
hundred embers. The whole account reads like a chapter from the Acts ol
the Apostles.

* k%

A CoxSEcCrRATED CHCURCH.

Seunor Diaz has fortunately not been heinpered in his work by difficulties
about ordination, having been guided by ancient apostolic, ruther than modern
cpiscopul uuthority. He tells us that at the end of three years, feeling the
need of organization, but knowing nothing of denominations or churches, he
wrote for advice to the lady in New York who had been instrumental in his
conversion. Her advice was the very sensible one—* Read your Bible, and
consider with prayer the passuges you will find there on this matier.” The
result may be ziven in his own words:—

““ This I did, and we wade some articles of faith and went right nlong to form a
church.” Finding that the aposties and Philip baptized the couverts after they be-
lieved, ‘and that it seemed they put them under water, we did the same. As I read
in the Acts of the Apostles that they appointed seven deacons, I thought we must
do the same, but I did not know how vo select themn.  On Thursday night T said 1
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wished every member to be present the next Sunday, as we would then select deacons,
and that I was to preach a sermon on their duties. When Sunday came I had a
congregation of three or four hundred. I gave the strongest sermon I could, telling
them that it was the duty of a deacon, when he heard of a case of smallpox, to go
right into the midst of it, and do all that he could to comfort the sick ; and the
same way in cholera, or any epidemic, they must Le the first to offer aid and the last
to come away. That they must always have their Testaments with them, and speak
in the market-place and anywhere a conversion could be made. After presenting the
duties in as serious a light as I could, I said, * If unyone here feels courageous enough
to assume the responsibilities of the position, please to stand up.' The whole con-
gregation stood up, and I did not know what to do, so I said, *Go ahead, you are all
deacons.” Now they all carry their Testaments around with them, and tell of Jesus
in the stores avd all other places, They think they are all deacons, and that it is the
duty of deacons to do the Lord's work.”

This zealous church bas already ‘‘ tent one missionary to Spain, two to
the United States, and sowe Lo other places,” while the pastor, besides having
God's seal in the conversion of many souls, has received Satan’s testimony to
his fidelity—he has been ‘‘ three times in gaol for preaching the Gospel.”
God bless Brother Diaz and his flock.

*x kX
REssoN UNREASONABLY REPUDIATED,

The ‘“ Declaration on the Truth of Holy Scripture,” signed by 38 clergymen
of the Chureh of England, published in the 7'imes and copied .into our Irish
papers, is & document so rewarkable that it ought not to be passed by in
silence. We thank God for this avowal of faith in the Word of God, and we
are heartily at one with the signatories in claiming for that Word, in face of
all eriticism, infallibility, lut while we accept their conclusions, we cannot
admit their premises. In the 8rd paragraph, it is denied that *‘ the tribunal
of human reason . . . has juricdiction and competency to deliver judg-
mnent on the authority of the Holy Bible,” and there are other stateuients to
the same effect. Now this seems to be an entire surrender of the Protestant
position—** the right of privare jndgment.” It is not for reasvn to reject any
portion of the Divine revelation simply because of its supernatural or incow-
prehensible character, but surely it is quite within the province of reason to
examine and pass judgment on the evidence given for or against the truth of
that revelation.

* ok *

AvuTHORITY—HUMAN OR DIVINE ?

“We believe these Scriptures because they have the authority of Divine
revelation,” say there reverend signatories, and we ray amen; but when we
ark, “ Whence comes this authority ?” the answer is, ‘ We believe the Holy
Seriptures to have this Divine authority, on the testimony of the univerral
Church.” This is High Churech ground; it is Romish ground; it is not
Protestant ; it cannot afford solid footing. There is & misconception of the
fanction of the Church in this matter. The ancient Church testifies to the
fact that the Secriptures are thie genuine production of the inspired writers.
‘We receive that testimony as we would situilar testitnony to any other ancient
writing, but the authority of the Bible springs not from the fact that
Ecclesta locuta est (the Church has kpoken), but from what it is in itself.
The testimony of the Church is but part of the externsl evidence of the
genuineness and authenticity of the Bible, its authority arises from its Divine
inspiration, the proofs whereof are open to the inspection of our God-given

reason.
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FOR OUR YOUNG PEOPLE.
HE TOLD THE TRUTH.

ﬁmALTER, a boy twelve years old, was the important witness in a law-
suit, and one of the lawyers, after cross-questioning him severely, said,—

“Your father has been talking to you and telling you how to tesufy,
hasn't he ?2”

*“Yes,” faid the boy.

* Now,” said the lawyer, * just tell us what your farher told you.”

“ Well,” said the boy, modestly, “father told me that the lawyers would
try and tangle me in my testimony ; but if I would be careful and tell the
truth, I could tell the same thing exactly every time.”

The lawyer didn’t try to tangle that boy any wmore.

Truth always tells her tale in the same way, without variation; she has
always the-same look, and is not afraid to spenk out. ‘“He that speaketh

truth showeth forth righteousness. . . . The lip of truth shall be
-established for ever ”” (Proverbs xii. 17, 19). Let young readers mark this.
— % — — T'he Gospel Trumpet.

THE PRIZE WINNERS.

2 HE Irish Association at its last meeting again kindly voted the sum of 30/-,
'QL' to be given in prizes to the successful competitors among our young folks,
and we have great pleasure in “announcing the result of the competition. It
will be remembered that in the course of the year special prizes were offered
for the best essay or tale. The first prize of 5/- was awarded to William H.
Gaussen for his excellent essay on * Idealism,” which was published in the
Magazine for August; and the second prize of 3/6 to Kathleen Howieson, for
‘her interesting tale, ** Fifty Years Ago,” which appeared in the July issue.
In regard to the Bible Studies, it will have been noticed that for some time
only four have persevered in sending answers. These four are so nearly alike
that we have decided to give each a prize of 5/-.

In view of the fact that so few of our young friends seem to be taking an
interest in the puzzles, it has been thought well to discontinue them for a time;
hy-and-bye they may be resumed with greater zest. Meanwhile, though
giving up these particular “ Bible Studies,” we trust our dear young friends
will not neglect the study of the Bible, ever remembering that it has been
given to show us the way to God and glory. May each of you find, like
‘I'imothy, that the Scriptures are indeed ‘ uble to make thee wise unto salva-
1ion, through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”

The names of the prize-winners, to each of whom we have forwarded a
postal order for 5/-, are—Charles R. Curtis, Waterford; Carrie Parnell,
Daublin ; John B. Simpson and Bessie J. Simpson, Dungannon.

Ju— * —_—
ANSWERS FOR DECEMBER,

Bible Study.

SAvVIOUR.—Luke ii. 11, ete.
1. SHEDEUR Numbers i. §.
2, LAZARUS Luke xvi. 20.
3. ENVIOUS Proverbs xxiv I,
4. CORINTIH Acts xviii. 1, 11,
5. SAVIOUR Acts v. I3 elc.
6 MALCIIUS John xviii. 10, and Luke xxii. §1.
7. SHAPHER Numbers xxviii. 23.

Answers have been received from the following—-Carrie Parnell, John B, Simpson
and Bessie ]J. Simpson.
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REVIEWS.

THE BriTISH MESSENGER, 1/. and 1/6.
TuE GosPeL TRUMPET, 6d and 1/-.
Goop NEws, 4d. Stirling: Drum-
mond’s Tract Depot,

The yearly volumes of these well-known
periodicals form attractive, useful and
cheap gift books. Each of them contains
articles of considerable merit, well
worthy of being preserved in a per-
manent form. Most of the pieces are
specially adapted for the unsaved, but
many are.suitable for Christians; some
appeal to the old, others to the young,
but all are characterised by true evan.
gelical fervour and directness of aim,
It would be hard to find, for the same
price, volumes 8o beautifully illustrated
and so brimful of the Gospel.

The monthly parts for January also
lie before us, and it is enough to say
that they maintain the high quality of
former issues.

The same publishers send us a set of
New Year’'s Addresses for the Young,
which ought to have a wide circulution.
Tae Forr-PoiNtep Praver, by Eva
Travers Evered Poole, is an interesting
exposition of the prayer of Jubez. May
it lead many to seek and find the same
blessings—Grace, Growth, Guidance,
and Guardienship. His MigRTY MEN,
by the same writer, tells in a pleasant
way the story of David’s warriors, and
draws from it many valuable Gospel
lesons. My Sunpavs, by Rev. G,
Everard, is a powerful appeal for the
right ebservance of the Lord’s duy.
In Seew ME o PENNY, Sydney Watson,
taking a penuy as bis text, preaches the
Gospel in a wuy that ought to fascinate
vourhful readers. J. Forbes Moncrief,
in BE StRONG and DEAR CHILDLEN,
gives much useful and seasonable advice
in a charming manner. Mr. F. E. Mursh
in BruseLF, earpestly discourses on
the best of all subjects, and in thus
exulting Christ canpot fail to bless his
realers. In RED aND WuirE, B. M‘Call

Barbour sety a ¢ New Yeur’s Puzzle for
our Boys,” and we can only wish that
under his guidance many dear boys may
discover to their nwn joy lLow the
‘“‘Red " becomes ‘* White." -
All are prettily got up, and the price
of each is one penny, or ls. per dozen,
with the cxception of the last mentioned,
which is 4d, or 6d, per dozen. We cun
pronounce them all *‘very good.”

“Narrs.” By Pastor Horne. Ayr:
Office of the Ayrshire Post, 63,
Newmarket St. Price One Penny;
dozen copies, 6d., by post, 7d.

This lively pamphlet is a compilation
of “jottings from Pastor Horne’s
Sermong,”’ which ‘‘ appesared at interval«
in the columns of the .dyrshire Post,”
and they are not unworthy of being
thus collected and preserved. Pastor
Horne evidently has the knack of speak-
ing pithily and pointedly, and we tru~t
that the sharp points of these ‘‘ Nails
may serve to fix them in many hearts,

‘Worps or Farrn, Horg, aND LoVE.
A Series of Letters by John Dickie.
London: S. W. Pariridge & Co.
Price 3/6.

The letters contained in this volume
were written by an invalid Christian in
Irvine, Scotland, to a brother Scotechman
domiciled in Dublin, Me. Jobn Todd.
Mr, Todd, in an appropriate preface,
gives a sketch of his friend’s life,
lubours, and trials, showing how won-
drously therein the divine wyrace was
exemplified. The letters ure marked by
deep spirituality and intense love for the
Suviour, while not a few exhibit.a keen
insight into the Word of God. The
aroma of truesaintliness which pervaden
the book must muke the perusul of it, to
a spiritual mind, a real means of grace.

BAPTISMS.

[As we wish to have this chronicle of Baptisms as complete as possible, we trust our
Pastors will see that all Baptisms are duly reported » onth by month.—Ep. 1.R.M.]

Belfast: Regent Street—December 27th, two, by the pastor, C. 8. Donald.
Belfast: Gt. Victoria Street—December, three, by the pastor, W, Usher, M. D).
Coleraine, —December 20th, two, by the pastor, J. Dickson,

Lurgan.— December 17th, two, by the pastor, James 11. Boyd.
Tandragee.— ecember 19th, three,’by J. Taylor.
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DENOMINATIONAL INTELLIGENCE.

(llems of Intelligence must reack the Editor not Jater than the 3rd day or the month.)

E are glad to know that recent reports of Mr. Spurgeon’s state
7 are decidedly encouraging. The disease is gradually lessening,
N the illustrious patient is in good spirits, and seems to be steadily
{ progressing. May he yet prosper and be in health, even as his
=l soul prospereth!
. ‘ * kK

IrISH BaPTIST HOME MIsSION.—Friends will be glad to learn from
another page that the proposed amalgamation of Harcourt Street Evangelists’
Society ‘with the Home Mission is now an “accomplished fact.” With forces
thus united and all our energies concentrated, may we not hope to see greater
things done in the name of our Lord in this dark land than have yet been
seen ? May 1892 be brighter with blessing than any past year! Jreland
Jor Clrist be our cry ! Let all the Evangelists be fired with fresh zeal and
filled with heavenly wisdom. Let every Pastor in his measure “ do the wor <
of an evangelist”! Let all the churches unite in earnest and believing

- prayer for the revival and extension of the Lord’s work ; and let the name
of our Saviour (God be magnified !
* k%

THE BaPTIST HANDBOOK for 1892, just published, is a veritable store-
house of facts concerning our beloved denomination. The statistics have
_evidently been compiled with great care, and it is not the fault of the com-
pilers if absolute perfection has not been attained. We are devoutly thankful
for the increase of 4,000 in the membership of our churches in the British
Isles, though we cannot be satisfied with it. A larger proportionate increase
is reported for Ireland, which, however, is partly owing to the fact that fuller
returns have been given than in the previous year. Among other items of
interest, we notice that in Great Britain 33 new chapels, with an aggregate
of 15,668 sittinys, have been erected, at a cost of £53.916 ; while upon chapel
improvements, new ‘school-rooms, etc., the sum of £33,821 has been spent.
In the United States of America, the members enrolled in the regular
Baptist churches are 3,174,885, being an increase ol 177,091 since the previous
year. To these should be added 122,36% Free Baptists, and over 60,000
members of other Baptist bodies. Verily, Baptists are not such a “feeble
folk” among our “kin beyond the sea.” Much other useful information is
given in the Handbook, but it is surely by an oversight that no mention is
made of the Irish Baptist Home Mission. We trust this will be remedied
next year. In another respect the Irish statistics are incoumiplete. The
names of several of our mission pastors do not appear. Thete is a rule that
precludes the insertion of any name on the pastors’ list untl first recom-
mended in a prescribed (ashion and approved by the Council, and as these
brethren have not yet been thus recommended, we cannot complain that the
rule is observed, and they are, for the present, excluded. We were not,
however, before aware, nor even yet do we feel sure, that the said rule also
applied to the insertion of a pastor's name in the pastors’ column i the
table of churches. We thought that while the pastors’ list, governed by the
rule of Council, showed only those accredited by the Council, the church list
showed the names of the pastors actually in charge. The fact that some
Congregational pastors of Union' churches appear n the latter list, though
properly absent from the former, would seem to support such a view of the
case. Certainly, though the Baptist Union may not yet consider our
“ omitted ” brethren as pastors de jure, they are pastors de_facto,by the choice
of the church, and we trust also by the will of the Head of the Church. We
hope next month, for convenience of reference, to give a full list of all our
pastors and evangelists. o
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\We have just received aninteresting report of a presentation to our friend
Mr. A, Patterson of Dungannon, which, through lack of space, we are re-

luctantly obliged to “ hold over ”
*
Tudbbermore -Cars n Memorial

Chapel.

The following subscriptions have been
received since the last issue of the Maga-
z7n¢, and are hereby gratefully acknow-
lJedged :—Per Dr. Waters—

Aberdeen—
Lord Provost Stewart ..A1 O o
Mr J M‘Gregor 1 o o0
Mes<rs J & A Gibb I 0o
Mr ] Seivwright o110 6
AMr W Henu:raon 1 0 o
Mr James Crichton 010 O

Dundee—
Misses Mills olIo o
Z. 1 o o
Amicus.. I 0o O
Mr Damel Lawson 1 0o O
Mr A J Bujst ... I o%o
Mr T Bell 010 O
Mr William Scott o010 O
Mt T" Maitland o I0 O

Perth —
A Fiiend . 5 ¢ o
Kev I W Grant I 0o O
Mr Andrew Coats 010 O

till next month.

*
Paisley—
Rev lir Flett ... I 0o o
| C, junr . 5 o o
\lr_]ohn Polson I o o
Mr George Coats § o o
My Archibald Coats ... § O ©O
Glasgow—
Rev T H Martin 010 O
Mr D Lockhart o010 o
Mr Alexander Ruse 1 oo
Mrs MacDiarmid o10 O
Mrs Stewart o110 O
Iidinburgh—
Mr Hugh Kose 2 o o0
Mr Andrew A Kose ... 2 0 o
Mr Robert Crombie ... o io o
Under 10/- ... 116 6
United States-—.
Mis Thomas Matthews .. 1 00

N.B.—As the building must now soon
be commenced, immediate aid is earnestly
appealed for by the Executive Committee.
~ubscriptions thankfully received and
acknowledged by BRIGADE- SURGHON
\Warers, C.B., J.P.,, White Fort,
Tuhbermore, Co. Derry.
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HHon. Secretary —

Pastor Hi'gH D, BrowN,
11on.

, Oakland, Rathgar, Dul/lin,

l‘reasurer —

M. . A. GriBBUN, Holm Lea, Coleraine.

Deputation Secretary :—
Mr. T. R. WARNER, 83 Grosvenor Square, Rathmines, Dul lin.

Subscriptions received by Treasurer ffom 1st October to 3Ist December, 1891,

Aberdeen, Crown lerrace, £ s d
per Mr John Grant—Mrs
Macallan£1,Mrs M‘Donald
£1, Mr J Raffan 10/-, Mr
A G Emslie 2/6, Mr
John M‘Gregor £1, Miss
Macdonald £1, Mr James
Crichton10/-,Mr R Webster
2/- Mr ] Sewwnght 10/-,
Messts ] & A Gibb [,
Messrs R & J Shinnie 5/-,
Mr James Stephen §/-, Rev
W S Chedburn §/-, Messrs
Watt & Grant §/-, Ckurch

collection £ 3/10/-, .. 11 4 6
A lover of Erin, per Mr TR
Warner . 100 0 ©O

Athlone, contributions .. 426 o 3
Aberchirder, Scotland, per Mr
Joseph Murray 3 oo
A-hford, Kent, Maish Slrcel, R
Mr Tauton 10/ Mr W hita- ’
ker 2/6, Mr Bradley /- Mr
T Clarke 2/6, Mrs Pledge
3/-, Mrs J Clarke 3/-, Mrs
Maglam 2/6, smaller sums
. 112 6
Belfast, ent Street, per
MrHH éraham 5 00
Brannoxtown, Co. Klldare,
collection ... 11 o
liristol, Mrs Applelon .. 1 0 0

llrlstol Buckingham, per Mr
G H Leonard—bdir G C
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Ashmmead 10/-. Mr Robert
Keevill 10/-, Miss Bate 4/-,

Mr G H Leonard £tf1/-,

Miss E W Bushwell 10/-,
Miss Robinson 10/-, Mr G
M Carlisle 10/, Mrs B
Thownas §/-..

Beverley,Well Lane, per Mr T
H Sample—Mr Arnott 5/-,
Mr T H Sample 10/6, Miss
Duggleby 5/-, Miss Sample
5/-, Collection £1/9/6 ..

Ballymena and Clough, per
Mrs M‘Master £3/6/7, do
do £4/2/6, do, collected by
Mrs Berry—Mrs Beetham
41 .

Banbndge, collectlng cards per
Mr Kirker—Miss M¢ Cha:
ney /£1/14/-, Miss Banks
£1/8/6, Miss Pentelon 43
10{-, Miss S Clyde 14/6,
Miss Sarah Hopkins 9/,
Miss M Close 2/6, Miss
Sarah Byears £1/2/-, Master
J Clyde 4/6, Misses Horner
and Brown 14/2, Master
John Cochrane 3/4, Miss M
Gibson s5/-, Miss M Clyde
7/-» Miss L Crozier 3/6,
Miss L Friar 9/5, Miss S
M*llroy 10/6, Miss B G
Card 3/6, Miss A Cummings
2/6, Master D. Peden 1/s.
Church collections £2/15/6

Berwick-on-'I'weed, Castlcgate
per Mr T Palmer Black—
Mr T Purves £r1/1/-, Mr
T H Clark 10/-, Mrs
Chisholm 10/- Mr A Crai-e
5/-, Mr Wi Wilson 5/,
Mr George Black 10/-, Mr
Jas § Mack 10/-, Mr John
Briggs 5/-, Mr and Mrs
Solomon 5/-, Mr T Palmer
Black 10/6, sums under §/-
9/6

Bacup, Ebenezer Ch, per Mr
James Shepherd

Briercliffe, I1ill Lane Ch, per
Mr F Atkinson

Canterbury, St George’s Place
Ch, per Mr F R Bateman

Carrickfergus Ch, collection,
per Mr Pasley .

Coleraine, collected by Mrs
M ‘Farlane—Mrs M‘Farlane
41, Mrs Roulston 41, Mrs
Philson 10/-, Miss Watson
10/-, Mr T M ‘Farlane 10/-,
Mr James Bell 2/6, Mrs
Houston 2/6, Miss Young

L s d
4 0 0
215 0
8 9 1
1§ o II
5 1 O
3 00
I 710
410 I
3 00

2/-, A Friend 3/-, Collection
£3/4/9. Contribution £ 25,
Coolhill coilections 41, Mr
H A Gribbon £10, Mr John
Gribbon £2/10/-, Mr Wm
Hegarty 6/-, Mr Joseph
Connell 10/-, Collected by
Miss K Irwin—Mr Hegarty
2/-, Mrs MacGowan 10/,
Mr Irwin 10/-, Mr J Trwin
10{-, Mr Alexander 2/6, Mr
Cassidy 3/-, Mr Lymu s/-,
Mr Maxwell 6/-, Mr Caskey
5/-, Mr W Henry 2/6, Mr
Bell 3/-, A “Gleaner ’ ;|-
Colchester, Eld Lane Sunday-
school, per Mr H Letch ...
Cambridge, St Andrew Street,
per Mr S Mansfield—Mr
Apthorpe §/3, Mr Gifford
5/~ Mr G Sheppey 5/-, Rev
T G Tarn 10/6, Mr W E
Silley 10/6, Miss Bird 5/,
Mr J Smith £z, Mr J E
Foster 10/6, Mr Watts /3,
Sums under §/- 10/-
Dundee, Rattray Street, colls
£2, Capt Barrie {1, 1/ Rev
T W Lister 5/-, John Hen-
derson & Son 51/1/ ..
Dundee, Mr James Scott
Dundee, St Enochs, per Miss
Mills—Mr A G.urlay 41,
Misses Mills1o/-,MrAndicw
Scott £1,Miss Cuchrane 5;-,
Sums under §/- 29/-; Coll
£2/of3,Mr] Lawson £1,Mr
John Anderson £1, Mr D
Lawson 5/-, Mr A Lawson
5/ ... .
Dundee, Long Wynd, Mr
Lawson ...
Dundee, Lochce, per ‘Mr W
Mill
Devizes, Sheep Street Ch, per
Mr T B Anstie—Collected
by Miss Briggs—Mr E I
Anstie, J.P., f1/1/-, Mt T
B Anstie 5/-,MissMMullings
5/-, sums under 5/- 19/-
Dungannon, per Mr Patterson
Derryneil, per Mr Geo Rock
Edinburgh, Dublin street, Mr
Hugh Rose 410, A R
£25,J AR £35, A Friend
41, per T R Warner
E(llnlyurgh Bristo Place, per
Mr G W Elmslie—Collec-
tions, etc
Edinburgh, Dublin  street
Church, per Miss Lockhart
—Collections £1/12/5, Mrs
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Givav 11/-, Mr Scott 10/-,
Mr J M Black, jun, £2,
Mr IHugh Rose, jun. A1,
Mr E Sawers 5/-, Mr 11
M'‘Intosh 10/-, Mr T Allen
§/-, Mr Urquhart 4/-, Mr
A B Thompson 5/-, Mr J
M Black 10/-, Mr J Chat-
ham §/-, My R Crombie £1,
Mr Richardson g5/-, Mr D)
R Kemp 10/, Mr R K
Anderson  5/-, Mr W
Crombie 5/-, Mc R Lock-
hart £1, Mr Chisholm g/-,
Mc J Stirton 10/6, Mrs
Macdougall 10/-, Mr Hugh
Rose 45, Miss Rose /1,
Mr Gowan 35/-, Mtrs W O
Gibb 5/-, Mrs Johnston 5/,
Mr R Stewart 5/-, Mrs Gibb
5/-, Mrs White 5/-, Miss
Fowler 7/6, Mrs Sawer 4/-,
Mrs Butcher 5/-, Rev W
Landells, DD, 10/, Mrs
Deans 10/-, Mr C Anderson
5/-, A Friend 5/1, Mrs
Bonella 5/, Mr Gumley
5/-, Mr H K Sheills 5/,
Mrs Macdonald  4/6,
Smaller Sums £2/16/6
Edinburgh, Rose street Church
per Miss Lockhart—Mr
Urquhart 5/-, MrWalcot 5/-
Edinburgh, Marshall street,
per Miss Lockhart—Capt
Hall
Folborne, near Cambridge,
Mr William Johnson
Faringdon, Berks, per Mr
Emanuel Abel
Grange Corner, per Pastor
H Philips £8/16,do do £9
Glasgow, Mr Thos Watson
Geo Smith & Sons
Mr John Anderson
Arthur & Co

"
2y
2
Xl

Mr James Bell

' John street, per Mr
T Dunn £10, Mr F Smith
£2/2/-, Mr John Woyke §/-,
Mr Jervis Coates £1, Mr H
M*Ghie 41, Pastor George
M:Crie 42

Glasgow, Queen’s Park, Col-
lections £2/12/4, Mr A K
Brown £1, A Friend £1,
Mr ] M Carmichael 10/-

Glasgow, Hillhead, Mr C A
Rose

Glasgow, Hillhead, per Mr
W Shanks—Mr C A Rose

"

J & WCampbell & Co

£

26
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£5, Rev ] Robarts £5, Mc
A Rose £3. do donation
£45, Mr William Shanks
£2. do donation £1, Mr
John Tlamilton 42, Mrs
[lamilton £2, Mrs M‘Dar-
mid £2, Mrs C Arthur 41,
Mvs J Maclean Brodie 41,
Miss Dick £1, Mr Malcolm
Inglis £1, Mrs J E Wilson
£1, Mrs James Stewart, £1
Mr W Tulloch £1, Mr Jno
Lamont 1. Mr John G
Aitcheson 10f-, Mr WD
Dick 10/-, Mrs Johnston
10/-, Mr A Rae (1890) 5/-,
do 10[-, Mr John Alexander
10/-, Rev J M‘Lellan g5/-,
Rev L M‘Pherson 5/-, Mrs
Bunten 2/6, Miss Jessie
- Badger 2/-, Miss Rose Kil-
len 2/-,—£38/11/6
Less Circulars, 6/-

Glasgow, Adelaide Place, per
Mr C H Bowser—S & S
Britton §/-, Mrs D Murray
5/-, Mrs Gillespie 12/-, Mr.
George Cuthbertson 10/-,
MrJ R Lockhart 10/-, Mr
W M Findlay 5/-, Mr Adam
Nimmo £1, MrF W Arthur
5/-, Mr Howard Bowser £2,
Messtrs | & T Forgie 10/,
Mr D M Scott £2, Mc Joe
Coats, M D, £1, Mr D
Macpherson 10/-, Mr J A
Arthur 3/-, Mr C H Bowser
10/-, Rev T H Martin, 10/-,
Mr James Nimmo £2, Mr
‘Thomas Murray 10/-, Mr
1. Lockhart £3/3/-, Mrs.
Cuthbertson £1. Mr R
Cuthbertson ~ £1, Miss
Stewart 4/-, Mr W B
Paterson 10/, Mr W M
Palmer 10/-, Mr Spreull £,
Mr James M‘Kean §/-, Mr
William J Miller, CE 7/6,
Mr D Angus 5/-, Miss
M ‘Nicol 5/-,MrW B Hodge
£2, smaller sums g/-

Gt Yarmouth Ch, per Mr W
Edwards — The  Misses
Ames £5, half Collections
and Subscriptions £6 14/6

Ilaverfordwest, per Mr Morris

1luddersfield, New Road Ch,
per Mr W Taylor— Sub-
scriptions £1/17/6, do do
per Dr Booth—Collections
£3/1/6, Mr Joseph Drooks

2

&

4o d
38 5 6
24 5 6
1114 6
o9 e
6 19 o



2risk Baptist Home Mission.

19

Knockconney, per Mr M
Simpson- Mr | Trueman
41/1/-, Mrs Simpson A1,
Mrs A E Patterson 6/6,
Mrs Thomas Hackett 6/-,
Mr Thomas Menary £1,
Mr Thomas Lockhart &/-,
Mr William Trueman 6/-,
Mr John Young 5/6, sums
under 5/- 7/-

Lisnagleer, Subscriptions

London, Brondesbury, per Mr
F Wickes

London, Camberwell, Den-
mark Place, per Mr S
Thompson—Misses Pollard
£1, Mr | Wilson 5/-, Mr H
Wood £1/1/-

London, Camden Road, per
Mr W C Parkinson—Mr
James Benson 5/-, Mr Budd
5/3, Mr A H Curis 2/6,
Mr Deboos 1/-, Mrs Glover
5/-, Mr Harrland 2/6, Mr
Ladd 1/-, Mr Pewkess 5/,
Mr Slater 10/6, MrsWatson
2/6, Mr Young s5/3, Mr
Berrill 2/6, Mr Cook 2/6,

Mr Dowe 1/3, Mr Brough -

5/-y Mr Gorton 2/6, Rev G
Hawker 5/3,- Mrs F G
Parkinson 10/-, Mr W C
Parkinson 10/-, Mr Jonas
Smith 10/, Mr T H

4 s

d

Williams 5/3, MrWhitlock5/- 5 4 9

London, Vernoa Square, per
Mr John Brazil

London, Bloomsbury, per Mr
H S Harris—Moiety Coll
£2{18/9, Mr Saul 2/6, Miss
Warrington £1/1/-, Mr E
Rodes 5/3, Mr H S Harris
5/3, Mr John Benham 10/6,
Mr Denny 5/3, Mr H A
Taylor 5/3, Mr W J Ben-
ham,B A £2/2/-, Mr Carter
5/ Mr ] Malden 2/6, Mr
A W VWilson f£1, Miss
Sicklemore 10/6,—£9/13/9

Less Expenses, 4/6

London, Westbourne Grove,
per Miss Keen—Mr Beard
10/-, Sums under §/- 7/-

London, Walworth Road, per
Mr Gilbert

Lundon, Peckham Park, per
Mr H Potter

London, Rev C H Spurgeon

London, Leytonsione, per
Rev John Bradford

London, Woodgrange, Forest
Hill, per Mr Booth Harris

12 1
9 9
o1y
2 6
4 4

50 ©
55
2 5

1

Leicester, Belvoir Street, per
Miss Porter—The Misses
Bennett §/-, Mr FHobson
10/6, MrS S Wheeler 10/-,
Miss Deacon 5/-, MissEvans
5/-, Miss Julia Evans §/-,

London, Regent’s Park, per
Mr B W Chandler—Mr W
G Angus 10/, Mr and Mrs
Bult 10/6, Miss Casbon 5/-,
Mr John C Fraser 10/-, Mc
A Pearce Gould £1/1/-,Mr
A E Harvey 10/6, Mr I W
Kendall 2/6, Mr G W
leader 5/-, Miss Patterson
4/-, Mr W Sumner 5/, Mr
Claude WWright 1/-, Miss
Drriscoll 4/-, Colonel Brown
10/6, Mr and Mrs Burrough

5/-, Miss Camamile 1:6,
Miss Gore 10/-, Miss
Hooper 10/-, Mr T W

Hodge £1, Miss G Leader
1/, Mr W H Lush £1/1/-,
Mr T Randall 2/6, Mr W
D Bywaters 10/-,Mr Poulter
5/-» R £1—410 §s5. Less
proportion of R I’ C Year
Book 5/6
London, Upper Holloway,
per Mr S H Blackman—
Mrs Freeman 10/-, Miss
Hill 10/-
London, Metropolitan Taber-
nacle, Mr W Olney
London, Mr George Williams
London, East End Tab, per
Mr H E Ludbrook
London, Grove Road B C,
Victoria Park, per Mr A T
Barratt
London, Mare street, Hack-
ney—per Mr J F Sorrell
London, Ladbrook Grove, per
Mr George Hunt
Lurgan, per Mr D Patterson
Lurgan, per Mr Jas H Boyd
Letterkenny, Mr John Storey
Mullycar, per Mr Jas Duncan
—Miss Jane Ree 5/-, Mr
R H Overend 5/, Mr M
Simpson{1, Mr [no Duncan
41 105, Mr A Pinkerton
10/-,Mr J Pinkerton1o/-, Mr
James Duncan, jun £1, Mr
James Duncan, sen /3 6s,
do, per Mr Simpson—Coll
11/-, sums under §/- 6/6
Maytown, per Miss Atkinson
Maindee, Newport,Mon, Sum-

mer Hill,per RevGH Cook—

Half Col 17/2, Mr Edwards

9
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10/-, Rev G H Cook 2/6,
Mr T Jones 41, Mrs Jordan
5/3, Mr Bryant 1/3
M¢Donnell’s Trust, per Mr T
Radford Hope
Northampton, College Street
Charch, per Mr R Brice
Newport, Stow Hill Ch
Newca:tle, Emlyn Ch, per Mr
A P Davies
Plymouth, George street Ch,
perMiss Savage—Dr Prance
10/~, Mrs Popham 10/-, Miss
Garland 1/-, Contributions
42, Miss Irout £5, Mrs I’
Nicholson £1 1s, Mr G
Lewarne 5/-,Mr Hawkes 10/-
Paisley, Storie street, Mrs

Coats £20, Mr J Coats £20 40

Paisley, Victaria street, Coll

Perth, per Mr D Mackintosh
—Mr R Plullar £3, Mr P
Campbell £2, Mr Greig 10/,
Mr Mackay 5/-,Mr Drysdale
5/, Mr J Small 3/-, Mr
Patterson 2/6, Mr Gowans
2/6, Rev Robinson 2/-, Mr
D  Mackintosh 2/-, Mrs
Waddle 1/-, Mr J I Puilar
41, Rev P W Grant 42,
Mr Ellison 5/-, Mr Doggart
5/-, Mr Leslie 5/-, Mr
Meldrum 2/6, Mr Brown
2/6, A Friend (R) 2/6, Mrs
Bramwell 2/-,Mr Smith 1/6,
Miss Love 1/-

Portsmouth, Kent Street, per
Mr R R May—Lieut Col
Mamby 10/-, Mrs Boyd 5/3,
Rev J Kemp 2/-, Mr Cal-
craft 2/6, Mr R May £1,
Miss Hinton 10;/-

Rochdale, West St Church,
per Miss E Clepgg — Mrs
Watson #£2, Mr K Watson
£1, Mrs E Taylor 10/-, Mrs
Calvert §/-,Mr Potterton 5/-
Mr Willamson 3/-, Mr A
Taylor 2/6, Mrs Clegg 2/6

Rochdale, Drake 8t Church,
per Mr W H Pogson,

Romsey, Hants, per Miss
George—Mrs Purchase10/6,

[f%?
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Mr Hanrri< 10/6. Mrs Blink-
horn 5/ ,MissGeorge £1/1/-,
Mrs Walkey 5/-, Mr Kemp
5/-, Mr Andrews §/-, Coll
on Ajc 10/-, Halfpenny
subs, per Mrs T Andrews
£1/8/-, Mr Smith’s box,
Chilworth16,3. Miss Georg
for Magaziues 2/6 ...

Royston, HHerts, Mr Thomas
Goodman

Seaford, Sussex, M\r N Ham-
mond

Sabden, Lancashire, per Mr
C Laycock

Sutton, Surrey, per Mr F
Hepburn

Swansea, Memorial Church,
per Miss A Hopkins

Stroud, John Street Church,
per Mr C Lambert

St Albans, per Mr J Wiles—
Col £2/15/7, Dr Page 10/-
MrES Wiles. ].P, 10/-, Mr
J Wiles 5/3.Mr R Smith 2/6,
Mr Fisk 2/6, Mt E Fisk 2/6,
Mr Fletcher 2/6, Mr.French
2/6, Smaller Sums g9/-

Tandragee, per Mr E D
Atkinson£3, Miss Atkinson
428

Tiverton, per Miss A Wright

Tubbermore, per Mr Samuel ,

Nelson
Taunton, Silver Street, per
Mr W M Chapman--Church
Col £3/5/-, Messrs W & A
Chapman 10/6, Mr T’ Penny
A1/1/-,MrT 8 Penny£1/1/-
Waterford, per Mr B Bennett—
“F.M.B” £1/1/-, Mt B
Bennett £1/6/6
Wincanton, Somerset, per Mr
W. Hannam—Miss Han-
nam's Box 7/-, Mrs ] Han-
nam’s Box 5/-, Col £1/1/-
C. A. M., per T R Warner
Legacy, ¢ Mary Williams,
deceased ...
¢¢ Special,” per Dr Clifford ...
Mr Thos Peavy, Ballinamore
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Now our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God even our Father,
. which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation
’ and good hope through grace, comfortyour hearts and stablish
you in every good word and work.— 2 Thess. il 16-17.

2



URGEON.

1)

HE LATE C. H S

1



Irtsh Baptist Magazine

VoL. XVL] FEBRUARY, 1892. [No. 2

In Memoriam :

C. H SPURGEON.

‘¢ Know ye not that there isa prince and a great man fallen this day in Israel *”

Alas ! alas! our pen seems loth to write the words. On

Sunday, Jan. 31st, towards the midnight hour, there ceased

to beat the greatest heart this century has known. The
great, the good, the Christly man, the prince of preachers and
philanthropists, the noblest witness for Divine truth, the kindest,
truest friend has passed from the shadows of earth to the sunlight
of Heaven.

We are simply overwhelmed. Humanly speaking, the loss is
irreparable. We weep not for him, but we have reason to weep
for ourselves, of him bereft. We feel that we have sustained a
personal loss, and many of our readers will share the fecling. The
Baptists have lost their most notable leader. The Church
universal has lost her greatest champion. The world has lost one of
its truest benefactors. The loss is so immense that we can hardly
think of aught else; but yet, as we bethink ourselves, we begin
through our tears to see the silver lining to the cloud. We can
rest in the assurance that a wise and loving Will has arranged it
all, and with bowed hearts we say, *“ Thy will be done.” We can
and do thank God that the terrible suffering is for him ended ;
that the conflict with error is over; that he has been lifted up
above the “strife of tongues,” and in the Royal Pavilion of his
Kingly Saviour enjoys the serenity of perfect bliss. We can and do
thank God for his grand life-work ; over forty years since he began
to preach and work for Jesus! and such preaching ; such working !
Fain were we to hope that his work was not finished—that God
was about to restore him to health and active service; and our

@HARLES HADDON SPURGEON is no longer with us.
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hearts began to anticipate the glad moment when our eyes should
behold his sunny face, and our ears be charmed with the music
of his incomparable voice: but otherwise had Sovereign Love
ordained, and the indefatigable toiler has been called to his eternal
rest. Yet not in vain have been those weary months of lingering
pain, of flickering hope, of patient waiting. The grand witness of
his active life has thus received more enduring emphasis ; and we
believe that the testimony of these days of sickness, Lorne to a
world of sympathetically awakened hearts, will prove abundantly
fruitful. Nor yet is his life-work finished—* He being dead, yet
speaketh.” His printed words, as well as the words treasured in
the hearts of thousands, abide ; and of him we are sure his own
statement, in the sermon revised by his own hand and published
as his New Year’s testimony, will be realized—* Often the death
of a man is a kind of new birth to him ; when he himself is gope
physically he spiritually survives, and from his grave there shoots
a tree of life, whose leaves heal nations.” For this we praise our
God. Many of us can thank God for very precious personal
recollections of him, and while life shall last, we shall count it as
one of our choicest earthly privileges that we knew and had
fellowship with C. H. Spurgeon. Oh that from his death we may
catch fresh inspiration ! that the memory of what he has been and
done may stimulate us to do more for the Master than we have
ever dreamed of attempting! While we mourn for him, let us not
give way to unchristian weakness. Zke Lord reignetk /  His work
must be carried on—His truth cannot fail. Though a standard-
bearer has fallen, other hands will bear the banner on. God will
never be at a loss for instruments ; and in His own way He will
accomplish his own purposes. Still we feel that as there has been
but one Paul, one Luther, one Knox, one Whitfield, so there can
be but one Spurgeon ; for, take him for all in all, we shall ne’er see
his like again. True as steel ; humble as a child; braveas a lion;
tender as a woman ; all his unrivalled powers of head, and heart,
and tongue, he fully consecrated to the service of the Crucified.
His master-passion was the love of Christ—the love of souls ; and
we cannot pay a better tribute to his memory than by each one
of us, with all our heart, saying in the presence of God, as he said
so recently at the beginning of this year—* To the Lord God, the
God of Israel, I consecrate myself anew. For the covenant of
grace, for the revelation of infallible truth in the Bible, for the
atonement by blood, and the immutable love of the ever-blessed
Three-in-One, I am a witness ; and more and more would I abide
faithful to the Gospel of the grace of God.” We cannot, at present,
atternpt any critique of his life and work ; but as we close this short
and necessarily hasty notice, we quote a sentence from the chastely
beautiful and mellow address which, delivered in Mentone on
the morning of the New Year, is published in 7% Sword and
Trowel this month, under the expressive title, ‘ Breaking the Long
Silence ”——** We would have it so happen that, when our life and
history is written, whoever reads it will not think of usas ‘self-made
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men,’ but as the handiwork of God, in whom His grace is magnified.”
His wish must be realized if his history is read aright. How
appropriate, too, are the closing words of the same address—* From
psalm to psalm, from hallelujah to hallelujah, we will ascend the
hill of the Lord ; until we come into the Holiest of all, where, with
veiled faces, we will bow before the Divine Majesty in the bliss of
endless adoration.” In the Holiest he now bows, and sure are we,
that if the weight of glory be measured by the work of earth, few
in that inner shrine can be richer than he whom to-day we mourn;
while with chastened hearts we say—

“Only ‘good-night,’ beloved, not ‘farewell ”!
A little while, and all His saints shall dwell
In hallowed union, indivisible—

Good-night ! Good-night! Good-night!

“Until we meet again before the throne,
Clothed in the spotless robe He gives His own;
Until we know, even as we are known—
Good-night ! Good-night! Good-night!”
* * * * * *

It may interest our readers to know that as soon as the sad
news reached us on Monday morning, we, in the name of the
Baptists of Ireland, sent to Mrs. Spurgeon the following telegram :

* Heartfelt sympathy. Deepest sorrow for the loss of the best of
men. Psalm xxi. 4 —M‘CAIG, Secretary Irish Baptist Association.”

And the next day wrote as follows : —

“ DEAR MRS. SPURGEON,—The telegraphic message which I felt
impelled to send you yesterday as soon as the overwhelming tidings
reached me, very faintly expresses the intense sympathy which the
sorrowing hearts of Irish Baptists feel towards you, in this time of
darkest trial. It is indeed a heavy blow for us all ; what must it be
for you? The thought that the stroke comes from a wise and loving
Father's hand, alone makes it bearable. You have the sympathy of
the Church universal, and I am sure that the sympathy of none is truer,
the prayers of none are more fervent, than those of Irish Baptists. They
yielded to nonein love for your honoured husband in his life ; in sorrow
for his death they cannot be surpassed. The truth which he loved
has ever been dear to their heart ; his unparalleled power in proclaiming,
and his noble fidelity in defending, that truth, won their admiration and
bound them more closely to him. And it may be a little consolation
for you now to reflect, that they, with thousands of others, have been
wondrously cheered and helped by his life-ministry ; and that they will
feel all the more determined to uphold and publish the truth that was so
dear to him. May the Lord Himself comfort and sustain your heart !
May the everlasting arms be underneath you! And may the memory of
so many years of joyous fellowship with one of God’s noblest servants
be a solace to you, “Till God’s love set thee at his side again” !

On behalf of the Irish Baptist Association.—Yours very sincerely,

A. M'CAIG, Secretary.
@& We hope next month to give a skeich of Mr. Spurgeon’s life, with photo;
also personal reminiscences of the great preacher by several Irish brethren.
Friends who would like extra copies, kindly send orders in good time to Mr.
Graham, 21 College Street, Belfast.
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LABOUR.‘

By WiLLiaM H. GAUSSEN, TRINITY COLLEGE, DUBLIN.

¢ A1l things are full of labour; man cannot utter it; the eye is not satisfied with
seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing.”" —THE PREACHER.

HIS little paper is not to discuss #%¢ labour question, or any
labour question; it is a brief study of the words I have quoted
from Ecclesiastes, as they stand, and as they are developed in
the New Testament. It is rather on ‘Weariness,” the word

¢ which the Revised Version substitutes for “ Labour” in this
passage,—thoughts on “the weariness and the fever and the fret, here
where men sit and hear each other groan.” '

“ A dark, gloomy view of life,” it is objected. Is it nota true view
of life? Can we stand in a crowded street and look into the faces of
that mass of humanity surging past, and not feel its truth? Can we even
live in the happy country, and not feel its truth—feel that man is striving
after objects in an eternal series without finality, without rest? Work
man must and should, but from toil, from labour, from unrest and weari-
ness, we shall see, as we go on, there is glorious and blessed deliverance.

And, further, it is intense labour, unutterable, this labour of all things.
Is not all literature largely taken up with trying to depict it, especially
all poetry? Good poetry treats of the joy and splendour and beauty of
the world, but also of its gloom. Sorrow and nature are the poet’s
nurses.

“. . . « . . Most wretched men

Are cradled into poetry by wrong,

They learn in suffering what they teach in song."”
As Carlyle says, “ Thought, true labour of any kind, is it not the daughter
of pain? Born as out of the black whirlwind, . . . thatis thought.”

I said—rather, the Preacher said—that this labour is unutterable.
Let me, however, give the most successful attempt to express it I can
call to mind. It is by Mr. Matthew Arnold—

“For most men in a brazen prison live,

Where, in the sun’s hot eye,
With heads bent o'er their toil, they languidly
Their lives to some unmeaning taskwork give,
Dreaming of nought beyond their prison wall.
And as, year after year, ‘
Fresh products of their barren labour fall
From their tired hands, and rest
Never yet comes more near,
Gloom settles slowly over their breast ;
And while they try to stem
The waves of mournful thought by which they are prest,
Death in their prison reaches them,
Unfreed, having seen nothing, still unblest.”
Yes! he felt all this keenly, and did not propose a sufficient remedy.
His solace wasin the loveliness and beauty and peace and calm and
grandeur of Nature, and in the depths of his own soul—
“ Resolve to be thyself, and know that he
Who finds himself loses his misery.”
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I ask, from our experience of life, is this practicable? is it sufficient ?
\Vordsworth we know, professed to 'find a lessening “ of the heavy and
the weary welght of all this unintelligible world” in communion with
Nature, and to certain temperaments it may be so; but as to self-intro-
spection, I do not see what else it can produce but wretchedness. Far
better, from the most human standpoint, to go out among men and
throw oneself into some of the great movements going on among them.
This is Browning'’s recipe, and it was in this that Mill found some relief
from intolerable depression.

The winds blow, the rivers run on their courses, the sun fulfils his
daily task, the seasons follow one another according to the promise, and
man succeeds, eating of the fruit of his toil, and finds that all is vanity
and vexation of spirit. His senses fulfil their duties, yet the eye is not
satisfied with seeing nor the ear filled with hearing.

But there is something new under the sun—the manifestation of the
Son of God, followed by the dispensation of the Holy Spirit, and we
find something else unutterable, the Spirit maketh intercession for us
with groanings that cannot be uttered, and that same Holy Spirit reveals
to us things that eye saw not and ear heard not, which have not entered
1nto the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them
that love Him.

And the loving Jesus says, “ Come unto Me, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”

‘““Peace! perfect peace! in this dark world of sin?
The blood of Jesus whispers peace within.

“ Peace! perfect peace ! by thronging duties prest?
To do the will of Jesus—this is rest.

‘“Peace! perfect peace ! with sorrows surging round?
On Jesus’ bosom naught but calm is found.”

In a world of unutterable weariness, hurry, labour, unrest, there is
also unutterable peace, “the peace of God which passeth all under-
standing.” .

A few sentences on the rationale of all this. The believer in the
Lord Jesus Christ is freed from the intolerable load of sins, which, while
on himself, he felt would sink him lower than the grave ; he hasrevealed
to him, by the Spirit of God, spiritual realities proportionate to his
spiritual nature ; he is serving One to whom all power is given, and
therefore his labour can never be unproductive, nor can he whose
strength is the joy of the Lord experience weariness, for, waiting upon
the Lord, he shall renew his strength ; his life is brought into unity and
harmony, nor any longer lacks an object. True, “the whole creation
groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now, and not only so, but
we ourselves . . . groan within ourselves, waiting for the . . .
redemption of the body ”; true, our tent-dwelling is a body of humiliation,
and sometimes our eyes fail from looking upward, but we have the first-
fruits of the Spirit, and we anticipate with joy the deliverance of the
creation from the bondage of corruption, and i in proportion to our world-
overcoming faith, we escape the ‘ weariness” of Ecclesiastes i. 8, for
‘‘ whosoever dnnketh of the water that I shall give him, shall never thirst.”
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NAMES, TITLES, AND CHARACTERISTICS OF
JESUS CHRIST ALPHABETICALLY ARRANGED.

LBy THOMAS DOUGLAS, Missionary, Scotland.

HE contemplation of the character of our Blessed Lord and
> Saviour Jesus Christ must be interesting, instructive, and

\; profitable for all of us who have accepted Him as our substitute
with God the Father, and are earnestly striving, with the aid of
Divine grace, to cherish, cultivate, and develop the Christ-

like spirit in individual life and work.

Our study of Christ’s character will also prove a powerful factor in
dissipating from our minds all ideas of self-sufficiency, and by the
blessing of God it will be the means of reproducing in our lives much
of the noble, self-denying, self-sacrificing, and humble spirit of our
“ Friend that sticketh closer than a brother,” who loved us and gave
Himself for us. It may prove helpful to us in such a study, if we
arrange in alphabetical order the Names and Titles of our Lord, and the
Characteristics of His infinite love and friendship.

I. NaMEes, TiTLES, AND OFFICES OF CHRIST.

A. The last Adam, 1 Cor. xv. 45; an Advocate with the Father,
1 John ii. 1 ; Alpha, Rev. xxi. 6 ; Amen, Rev. iii. 14; Anointed,
Psalms ii. 2; The Altogether lovely, Song of Sol. v. 16; The
Author of our Faith, Heb. xii. 2 ; The Author of eternal Salvation,
Heb. v. 9.

B. Beginning of the creation of God, Rev. iii. 14; The Beginnipg,
Col, 1. 18; Tke Beloved, Eph. i. 6; The Bread of God, John vi. 33;
The Bread of Life, John vii. 35 ; The Branch, Zech. iii. 8, vi. 12;
The Brightness of His Father’s glory, Heb. i. 2.

C.%The Captain of their Salvation, Heb. ii. 10 ; The Chiefest among ten
thousand, Song of Sol. v. 10; The Christ, Matt. xvi. 16,
Mark vii. 29 ; Commander, Isa. lv. 4 ; Counsellor, Isa. ix. 6;
Creator, John i. 3, 10 ; Corner Stone, Eph. ii. 20.

D. David, Jer. xxx. 9, Ezek. xxxiv. 23, xxxvil. 24, Hos. 1. 5; The

' Dayspring from on High, Lukei. 78; Deliverer, Rom. xi. 26 ;
The Desire of all nations, Hag. ii. 7 ; The Door, John x. 7.

E. Emmanuel, Isa. vii. 14, Matt. i. 23 ; Everlasting Father, Isa. ix. 6 ;
Elect, 1 Peter ii. 6 ; An Example, 1 Peter ii. 21. ]

F. Faithful, Rev. xix. 11 ; First, Rev. i. 17 ; The Finisher of our Faith,
Heb. xii. 2; First-begotten of the dead, Rev. i. 5; First-born of
every creature, Col. i. 15 ; A Friend that sticketh closer than a
brother, Proverbs xviii. 24 ; A Friend of sinners, Matt. ix, 19;
The Foundation, Isaiah xxviii. 16.

Q. The Gift of God, John iv. 10 ; God, Isaiah xI. 8,1 John v. 20 ; God
blessed for ever, Rom. ix. 5; God manifest in the flesh,
1 Tim. iii. 16 ; The Governor, Matt. ii. 6 ; Great High Priest,
Heb. iv. 14.

H. High Priest, Heb. v. 10 ; The Hope of Glory, Col. 1. 7; The Heir
“of all things, Heb. i. 2; The Head of the body, the Church,
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Col. i. 18 ; The Head of all principality and power, Col. ii. 10;
The Most Holy, Dan ix. 24 ; Holy One, Acts iii. 14 ; Horn
of Salvation, Luke i. 69 ; A Helper, Heb. xiii. 6.

I. An Intercessor, Isaiah liii. 12; The Image of the Invisible God,
Col. i. 15 ; The express Image of His person, HeD. i, 2; I Am,
Exod. iii. 14, with John viii. 58 ; Immanuel, Isaiah vii. 14.

J. Jehovah, Isaiah xxvi. 4 ; Jesus, Matt. i. 21; Just One, Acts iii. 14;
A Judge, Acts x. 42 ; A Justifier, Isaiah lii. 11.

K."King of Israel, Johni. 49 ; King of the Jews, Matt. ii. 2 ; King of
kings, Rev. xvii. 14 ; King of Saints, Rev. xv. 3 ; King of Glory,
Psl. xxiv. 7.

L. Lamb of God, John i. 29, 36 ; Lawgiver, Isaiah xxxiii. 22 ; Leader,

’ Isaiah lv. 4 ; The Life, John xiv. 6 ; Light of the world, John
viil. 12, ix. 5; The True Light, John i 9, xii. 35; Lion of the
tribe of Judah, Rev. v. 5; Living Stone, 1 Peter ii. 4; Lord,
Matt. iii. 3; Lord of all, Acts x. 36; Lord of Glory, 1 Cor. ii. 8;’
Lord of lords, 1 Tim. vi. 15 ; Lord our Righteousness, Jer. xxiii. 6.

M. Mediator, 1 Timothy ii. 6; The Mediator of the New Covenant,

Heb. xii. 24; Messiah, Dan. ix. 25, John i. 41; Mighty God,
Isaiah ix. 6; Mighty One of Jacob, Isa. Ix. 16 ; Man of sorrows
and acquainted with grief, Isaiah liii. 3 ; The Master, Jno xi. 28;
Minister of the circumcision, Rom. xv. 8; Morning Star, Rev.
xxil, 16,

. The Nail in a sure place, Isaiah xxii. ; A Nazarene, Matt. ii. 23.

An Offering and a Sacrifice to God, Eph. v. 2; Offspring of David,
Rev. xxii. 16 ; Only-begotten Son of God, John iii. 16 ; Omega,
Rev. xxi. 6,

P. Our Passover, 1 Cor. v. 7; Our Peace, Eph. ii. 14 ; A Peace-giver,
Jno. xiv, 27 ; The Prince of Peace, Isa. ix. 6 ; Plant of Renown,
Ezekiel, xxxiv. 29 ; Prince of the kings of the earth, Rev. 1. 5;
Prince, Acts v. 31 ; Prince of Life, Acts iii. 15; Priest for ever,
Heb. v. 6; Prophet, Luke xiv. 19, Acts iii. 22 ; Propitiation,
1 John ii. 2.

Q. A Questioner, Mark xi. 29, 30, Luke ii. 46 ; A Quickening Spirit,
1 Cor. xv. 45.

R. Redeemer, Job xix. 25, Isa. lix. 20 ; The Righteous, 1 John ii. 1;
The Resurrection, John xi. 25 ; Our Redemption and Righteous-
ness, 1 Cor. i. 30; A Rock, 1 Cor. x. 4; Root of David, Rev.
v. 5; Ruler in Israel, Micah v. 2.

8. Same yesterday, to-day, and for ever, Heb. xiii. 8; Saviour, Luke
il. 11, Acts v. 31; Servant, Isaiah xlii. 1; Shepherd and Bishop
of Souls, 1 Peterii. 25 ; The Good Shepherd, Jno. x. 11; The
Great Shepherd, Heb. xiii. 20 ; The Chief Shepherd, 1 Peter v. 4 ;
Shiloh, Gen. xlix., 10; The Son, Psl. ii. 13; My beloved Son,
Matt. iii. 17 ; Son of God, Matt. viii. 20 ; Son of David, Matt.
ix. 27, xxi. 9 ; Son of Man, Matt. viii. 20; Son of the Highest,
Luke i. 32 ; Star and Sceptre, Num. xxiv. 17 ; Our Substitute,
Isaiah liii. 12; Our Sanctification, 1 Cor. i. 3; The Sun of
Righteousness, Malachi iv. 2; A Precious Stone, Isaiah xxviii. 16}
A Tried Stone, Isaiah xxviii. 16.

oz
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T. 'l'he Truth, John xiv. 6; A Teacher come from God, John iii. 2;
True, Rev. xix. 11.

U. The Unspeakable Gift, 2 Cor. ix. 15; The Upholder of all things,
Heb. i. 3.

V. The Vine, John xv. 5 ; True Vine, John xv. 1.

W. The Word, John i. 14; The Word of God, Rev. xix. 3; The Way,
Johnxiv. 6 ; Witness, Isa. lv. 4 ; The Faithful and True Witness,
Rev. iii. 14 ; Wonder(ul, Isaiah ix. 6 ; Wisdom, 1 Cor. i. 30,

X. (E)Xalted by God, Acts, ii. 33, v. 31,

Y. The Young Child, Mat. ii. 14; A Yokebreaker, Isaiahix. 4, Gal. v. 1.

Z., Zealous for the extension of His Kingdom, and for the welfare and
happiness of His people, Isaiah ix, 7.

II. IN CHARACTER AND FRIENDSHIP Jksus CHRIST Is—Almighty,
Bountiful, Condescending, Divine, Everlasting, Faithful, Gracious,
‘Humble, Incomparable, Just, Kingly, Loving, Merciful, Noble,
Omniscient, Patient, Quickening, Rich, Strong, True, Unchanging,
Valuable, Wise, (E)Xcellent, Youthful and Zealous.

III. SOME OoF THE BLESSINGS WHICH THE SINNER ENJOYS BY
PERSONAL FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST :—

J ustification, Rom. v. 1; Gal. ii. 16.

E verlasting life, John iii. 16, vi. 47.

S afety, Prov. xxix. 35; John x. 27, 28,

U nion with Christ, John xv. 5.

S anctification of body and spirit, 2 Thess. ii. 13; 1 Cor. i. 30,

C omfort and consolation, 2 Thess. ii. 16, 17.

Help from God, Heb. iv. 16 ; Isaiah xli. 10 ; Heb. xiii. 5, 6.

R iches of grace and glory, Eph. i. 7, ii. 7 ; Phil. iv. 19,

I mmortality, 2 Tim. i. 10 ; 1 Cor. xv. 53.

S trength, Isaiah xxvi. 4; 2 Cor. xii. 9 ; 1 Peter v, 10; Phil. iv. 13.

T riumph over sin, the world, the flesh and the devil, 2 Cor. ii. 14; Rom.
viit. 37 ; 1 John v. 4.

— et - OP—C——

PATIENCE.

Paper read at the Bible Class, Baptist Chapel, Harcourt Street, Dublin.

; AUL was a man who ever kept before him and his followers in the
)[@_ﬁ)/ Christian warfare the doctrines he held dear 10 his heart, the faith he
'~\“"§7 gloried in and contended earnestly for, delivered to all the saints of
‘l‘ God ; the object, aim. and determination of his life. .

To be a good soldier of Jesus Christ, and fight His battles with

success, required not only strength, courage, and a dauntless spirit,

but “ The Three Graces” of Long-suffering, Charity, and Patience. Paul,
says the sceptic and worldling, shows too much of the‘egotistical spirit of
the age, as he unhesitatingly declares not only his theology and faith but his
forbearance and love (2 Tim. iii. 10). Brethrenin Christ, we yearn for more
of this true egotism, born of the celestials, nurtured by the flows of Divine
grace, and watered by the refreshing dews of heaven, in the light of the sun

of righteousness.
Paul had to learn this grace of patience, which he was keen enough to
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observe was one of those virtues which led to the high road of victory.
Job, whose life was unblemished, surpassing many of God’s people in this
dispensation, has been handed down for milleniums for our example. He
had also to learn of God, his wisdom, justice, mercy, grace and truth, through
the same school of patience ; in all his prosperity, calamity, death, destric-
tion and disease crowded into his home and his life, yet, amidst all his
affliction, he gives God glory as these words well forth from his heart, *“ The
Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed be the name of the Lord.”
As we go through life, we are called upon continually to exercise this virtue
of patience.

The man of business behind the counter, the tradesman at his bench, the
artisan, mechanic and labourer, are all placed in positions which demand
and call forth an exercise of this grace ; to be successful in any calling, the
man, and especially the Christian, must exhibit on all occasions, and amidst
the most trying circumstances, the patient spirit. The worker for Christ in
the inquiry room, the minister of the Gospel dealing with his flock, the
Sunday-school teacher striving to impart heavenly instruction to the pupil,
must needs deal not alone gently and lovingly, but patiently.

Perhaps the Christian finds not a more difficult season for the exercise of
this grace than when dealing with the sceptic and unbeliever, yet, to gain
an entrance to their hearts, to make our words touch their conscience and
have the desired effect, we must show forth the kindly light of patience.

God has ordained success to the believer in Jesus Christ who rests on
His promises and bears the cross sent by a loving, gracious hand ; and as
the child of God is put into the crucible of affliction, to him or her is given
the grace to bear fruit unto holiness by lying in the hands of the Beloved
patiently, and letting God do as seemeth good in His sight.

Christ hath not left us without an example ; for such we find unfolded in
Isaiah liii. 7 ; see, child of God, the patient spirit displayed by our Jesus as
He is represented by the Prophet inspired of God centuries before the suffer-
ing was entered upon. Again, see in Matthew’s Gospel xxvii. 14, just as He,
-our Substitute, was about to be crucified, having flung in His dear face all
the taunts of earth and hell, charges which were false and lies forged in the
bottomless pit ; God manifest in the flesh, who with one word could call
forth legions of the armies of heaven to annihilate his enemies, and yet He
is found before I’ilate, like a lamb dumb before her shearers, and the only
result that earth and hell can produce is recorded in words of this fourteenth
verse, “ He answered him {Pilate) to never a word, insomuch as the governor
marvelled greatly.” Oh may we, as followers of the despised and rejected
Nazarene, catch somewhat of His spirit, learn with meekness His tender
words of counsel and advice, which will, by His grace, enable us to bring
forth the fruits of the Spirit, and so, when taken home to heaven, it can be
said of you and me, “ Here is the patience of the saints ; here are they that
have kept the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.”

JOHN D. PEARSON,

Why are the stellar observatories placed on elevations? Why is the
Lick telescope located on the desolate sumimit of Mount Hamilton ? Not to
bring the ubject-glass nearer the stars, but to overcome the world—the great,
round, hindering world ; the rough, broken, fretted world ; the world with its
huge opaqueness and its petty obtrusions. That is why, And that is why
<Christ rises so into the regions of the ideal ; to overcome the world, to lift
us above the world. Climb the mountain! You begin in the valley and end
in the cloud. Climb Christ’s life! You begin with the real and end with
the ideal. You begin with a carpenter’s bench or a fisher’s net, and end with
a martyr's cross and a victor’s crown. You begin with the huinan ; you end
with the divine —Rev. /. Brainerd Thrall.
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'NOTES AND COMMENTS.

DEATH IN THE PALACE.

MUEVER since the death of the Prince Consort has the heart of the
El nation been so deeply stirred as by the tragic death of the Duke of

Clarence and Avondale. The peculiar circumstances surrounding
the sad event—the youth and promise of the Prince, the bright
prospect of wedded love, the preparations for the approaching union,
etc.—served to intensify the sorrow caused by the unexpected
-calamity. The loyalty and love of the British nation, oft evinced, never
appeared more conspicuous than in this hour of trial ; and we trust that the
universal sympathy manifested may, in some measure, have comforted the
hearts of the Royal parents and the bereaved betrothed ; but we hope that,
above all, they will find the consolation that flows from the Divine sympathy
of the Man of Sorrows, the Master of life and death. The departed Prince
seemed to have within his grasp all that earth could give—rank, honour, love,
hope of wearing the brightest of earthly crowns—but alas,.in a moment that
brilliant panorama of worldly splendour fades away. Sic transit gloria
mundi. It is not given to subjects to know much of the inner life of princes,
but all that we have ever heard of I'rince Albert Victor tends to show that
he was of an amiable disposition and a noble character, and we cherish the
hope that the virtues of his life were associated with faith in the Redeemer,
and that when his eyes closed to earthly glory, they opened upon the heavenly
glory in the ‘“ Palace of the King.”
* k%
CARDINAL MANNING.

The papers have been so occupied with the overwhelming calamity of
the young Prince’s death that comparatively little notice has been taken
of the removal of a notable figure from the scene of English ecclesiastical
life—a so-called “ Prince of the Church,” Cardinal Manning. Still there
has been enough and to spare of eulogism of the late Romish leader.
As in the case of Newman, the adage about speaking well of the dead
has been carriad out to the dangerous extent of compromising God’s
trath. Whatever praise may be due to the deceased as a man and an
Englishman, we must not forget that he has been one of the most potent
advocates of the Romish superstition in this half-century, aqd .in that
capacity he has undoubtedly done “much evil”—evil which, it is to be
feared, “lives after him." The Christian Churck, in an able legder,
truly says, “ The question as to what, upon the whole, has been Manning’s
influence upon the home and church life of England, will be answered
difierently by different people. To us it appears wholly evil, for, viewing
Rome as we do, we dread any spread of its practices or doctrines. The
Tractarian movement has been more pernicious than was the coming of the
Armada ; from within, the enemy delivered his attack upon England with
terrible effect.”

* k%

SOUL REPOSE—WHERE FOUND?

It is sad indeed to read of one who was once a minister of the Protestant
Church of England that, in his last hours, he was * strengthened by the last
rites of the Church, and consoled by the blessing of the Holy Father, which
came to him in a most affectionate telegram.” After all, the rites ” and the
“ blessing ” together do not seem to have been very effectual, since .“jl‘he
masses of the clergy and the prayers of the congregations and of the religious
communities are earnestly requested for the repose of his soul.” Surely if
such a high dignitary of the Church has nat found repose of soul, it is a poor
prospect {or the ordinary members of that Church ; yet such men as Manning
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and Newman have said that it was only in the “ Catholic Church” that they
found true rest of soul! How grandly different is the Scripture teaching
concerning the future of those who die in the true Church of Christ. The
dying thief, resting on the word of the Saviour, enters immediately into
Paradise ; the dying apostle, resting on the same Saviour, departs to be
“ with Christ,” and finds that to be absent from the body isto be “at home
with the Lord” ; while the faithful Word proclaims, * Blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord from henceforth : Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may
rest from their labours ; and their works do follow them.” Repose of soul,
in life, in death, and in eternity, can only be found in Christ, the true

Rest-giver. * ok ok

CLERICAL CLAIMS.

We are constantly meeting with instances of Episcopalian intolerance
and uncharitableness. Here is part of a Christmas address by a reverend
"gentleman in Yorkshire, “ The Church as constituted at present is the gainest
(Yorkshire, ** nearest ”) road to heaven, . . . the difference between the
Churchman and the Dissenter is, that the Churchman believes that the
clergy can do something for him when sick, which he cannot do for himself,
and the Dissenter does not. . . . They could not get the sacrament
anywhere else than at church.” This is pretty strong, but we are glad to find
some indications of the want of sympathy, on the part of the “laity,” with
these lofty clerical claims. Thus a Society paper writes, “If Mr.
Micklethwaite means that Church people believe that their ministers can
give them absolution, when sick and dying, in the Romish sense of a full
pardon—a sort of ticket of admittance to Paradise—we bey leave to tell him
that not one-half or one-third of the members of the English Church hold any
such superstitious belief, even in these days of advanced and advancing
ritualism !” We only wish “the members of the English Church” would
more frequently and loudly protest against such teaching. In reference to
the last clause in the quotation, this same writer asks, ‘ Does he intend to
stigmatise all other Christian bodies who celebrate the Lord’s Supper after
their own rites, as the perpetrators of a useless and profane mockery? For
that would be the logical outcome of the dogma that the sacrament is only
obtainable within the pale of the Establishment ; and a truly charitable
doctrine it 1s for a cleric to propound dogmatically at a Christmas festivall”

—_— b

SPECIAL NOTE TO OUR READERS.

WE are very glad indeed to learn from our esteemed manager, Mr. H. H.
Graham, ‘‘that there is a substantial increase in the number of Magazines
ordered by our Irish churches.” Fourteen churches have increased their
orders ; to these friends we tender our heartiest thanks, and we hope that
other churches will emulate their good example. Our Baptist organ in
Ireland ought to be self-supporting ; this it has not been hitherto, though it
has been gradually approximating thereto ; but it is now hoped that by the
increased circulation it will be entirely so. It is our wish to make the
MAGAZINE in every way worthy of the denomination, and if our friends could
further increase the circulation we might be able to enlarge it and introduce
other features of interest. Meanwhile we are warranted by a friend who
ought to know, ‘‘to say that it is the best penny Magazine printed.” Now
il every reader would but entertain a similar opinion and express the same to
his friends, Mr. Graham might soon be deluged with orders. To him the
Irish Baptist Association is specially indebted for the zeal aud ability which
he has displayed in the management of the business departnient of the
MAGAZINE.
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FOR OUR YOUNG PEOPLE.
John Brown of Priesthill.

EAR YOUNG FRIENDS,—I am sure most of you have heard or read
something of the stirring times in Scotland, over 200 years ago, called

the days of the Covenanters. [ want to tell you a story of those dark days,
which perhaps you have not all heard. You know at that time the king and
his great men tried to make all the people Episcopalians. Bishops and
curates were appointed to the different parishes, and the services carried on
according to the Prayer Book of the Church of England. Now the Scotch
people were nearly all sturdy Presbyterians : they didn’t believe in bishops
and prayer books ; they thought that Episcopacy,or Prelacy as it was generally
called, was very near akin to Popery (and do you know, I think they were
not very far wrong), and ever since the time of brave old John Knox the
Scotch had a perfect hatred of Popery. But even if Episcopacy had been
the best possible religion, it was not right to force it upon people who didn’t
believe in it. So these Scotch folk thought, and as they believed they ought
to worship God according to their own understanding of the Word, they
would not be made Episcopalians for all the kings, and bishops, and curates
in the world. Of course there were some people who did not care much
about religion at all, who were quite willing to believe and worship as the
king told them ; and there were even some ministers who were ready to
change their faith at the word of the king, and who became Episcopalian
clergymen, and some of them even rose to be bishops. But the most of the
ministers refused to go against their conscience, and so they were turned out
of their churches and their homes; and very many of the people were of the
same mind, and refused to have anything to do with the new clergymen and
their services ; and all those who were of that way of thinking were called
Covenanters, because they had signed a document called the Solemn League
and Covenant, in which they bound themselves to follow the Word of God
and to have nothing to do with Popery in any form. The Covenanters from
time to time were terribly persecuted, thousands of them being butchered.
About the time that the persecution was raging very fiercely there lived in
the parish of Muirkirk, in Ayrshire, a certain man named John Brown—that
is a very common name—there have been a great many John Browns, but
none more worthy to be remembered than this John Brown of Priesthill, that
was the name of the farm where he lived ; and besides farming he was also
engaged in business as a carrier, and being a very godly man, he was known
as the “ Christian carrier.” Of course John Brown was a true blue Covenanter,
and was greatly loved by all the people of the neighbourhood. John’s wife
died and left him with a little daughter named Janet, and after a time he got
a new mother for his girl—he married an earnest Christain woman named
Isabel Weir. The marriage ceremony was performed by one of the
Covenanting ministers named Alexander Peden, who was a very wonderful
man : many strange stories are told about him ; he spent a great part of his
time in the mountains and muirs hiding from the wicked soldiers, and
preaching to the poor people whenever he had an opportunity ; many of his
sayings seemed like prophecies, and things happened as he foretold in a
wonderful way. Well, Alexander Peden married John Brown and lsabel
Weir, and alter the marriage, which for security took place in a glen, Peden
took Isabel aside and said to her, *“ Isabel, you have got a good man to be
your husband, but you will not enjoy him long ; prize his company, and keep
linen by you for his winding sheet, for you will need it when you are not
looking for it, and it will be a bloody one.” This was in 1682. Three years
afterwards James 11, who had just come tothe throne, resolved to take harsher
measures with the Covenanters, and he found one who was ready to do any
deed of blood, John Graham of Claverhouse, who is known to this cay as
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‘“ Bloody Claverhouse.” When Graham came into the district where Brown
lived he soon heard of the piety and nonconformity of the carrier ; so on the
1st May, 1685, he went with three troops of dragoons to the farm of Priesthill,
which he reached as early as 6 o'clock in the morning. John Brown had
risen with the dawn, and after family worship had gone out to his business
on the farm, when Claverhouse and his soldiers came upon him and surrounded
him, They led him down towards his house, and little Janet, then about
8 years old, seeing them, ran to tell her mother that a band of soldiers were
coming down the hill with her father. Mrs. Brown, crying out, “ The thing
that I feared is come upon me ; O give me grace for this hour,” wrapped her
baby boy in a plaid, and holding him in one arm and leading Janet by the
hand, went out to meet them. Then Claverhouse asked John Brown why
he did not attend the curate’s services ; he replied that he “ acknowledged
only Christ as the supreme Head of the Church, and could not attend the
curate’s because they were placed there contrary to Christ's law, and were
mere creatures of the bishops, as the bishops were creatures of the king.”

“Go to your prayers,” cried Claverhouse, *“for you shall immediately
die.” Right well did John Brown know how to pray, and falling on his knees,
he prayed for his wife and children so earnestly and tenderly that even the
stern soldiers were greatly softened. Then he asked his wife if she was
willing to part with him, since his life was to be given as a witness to Christ.
The brave woman said, * Heartily willing.” “ This is all 1 wait for,” said
John, “ O death, where is thy sting ; O grave, where is thy victory?” Then
he kissed his wife and boy, dnd afterwards kissed little Janet, saying to her,
¢ My sweet bairn, give your hand to God as your guide, and be your mother's
comfort,” Meanwhile Claverhouse ordered six of his dragoons to shoot the
good man, but they had been so impressed by his prayer that they refused to
obey their cruel commander, but so ferocious was he that, snatching a pistol
from his belt, he himself shot the faithful follower of Jesus through the head.
All the soldiers were horrified, but Claverhouse jeeringly asked Isabel, as
she bent over her murdered husband, what she thought of her husband now.
She gave the memorable answer, ‘I thocht aye muckle guid o’'m, but noo
mair than ever” (which is, being interpreted, * I always thought much good
of him, but now more than ever”). 1 well remember, when a little boy,
looking with interest and awe at the pictures in a book containing sketches
of the Covenanters, which my mother treasured as something beyond price ;
but of all the pictures none impressed me more than that of the dead body of
John Brown, and his kneeling wife gathering his scattered brains together and
covering the dear corpse with her plaid. I haven't space to tell how the people
gathered together and lamented for the martyr and comforted his widow and
little ones, how together they sang the 27th Psalm, and in the dead of night,
on the very spot where he fell, they made a grave wherein they laid the
mortal part of saintly John Brown of Priesthill. Some time afterwards the
following rough lines were graven on a stone which marked the spot : —

*‘In Death’s cold Bed the dusty Part here lies,
Of one who did the Earth as Dust despise.
Here in this place from Earth he took Departure :
Now he has got the Garland of the Martyr.
Butcher’d by Claver’s and his bloody Band,
Raging most Rav'nously o'er all the Land.
Only for owning Christ’s Supremacy,
Wickedly wrong'd by encroaching Tyranny :
Nothing how near soever he too Good
Esteem’d, nor Dear for any Truth his Blood.”

Do you know that some of the descendants of that worthy man are still
living, some of them are in Ireland, and one of them especially is known by
name to you all, the honoured pastor of Ilarcourt Street Baptist Chapel,
Hugh D. Brown, M.A., who at the close of 1884 began work as a Baptist
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minister in Dublin, nearly 200 years from the time when his ancestor was
martyred for the truth ; and I am sure that he would agree with me in giving
to you the advice which his renowned ancestor gave to his little lassie :
** Give your hand to God as your guide,” and, trusting in the Lord Jesus, hold
fast to His truth.—Your sincere friend, TuE EDITOR.

° e

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF BAPTIST PASTORS
IN IRELAND.

I”E now give, as promised, the names and addresses of all our
Baptist pastors in Ireland. The names in italics do not appear
in the Baptist Handbook list. Brother Simpson has long served
the Irish Baptist Home Mission as an Evangelist, but at the
same time takes pastoral oversight of the church at Knockconney.

: Brother Rock, {ormerly colporteur in Athlone district, was elected
pastor of Derryneil during the past year. Brother Jardine has for some time
done good work as an evangelist, under the auspices of the I. B. H. Mission,
and is now, in conjunction with Pastor Taylor, taking charge of the new
church at Maytown. JBrother Boyd, a former member of Great Victoria
Street Church, and an evangelist of the Irish Evangelization Society, has
just been recognized as pastor at Lurgan. Brethren Bury, Clark, Eland,
and Pcarce, formerly evangelists under Harcourt Street Evangelists’ Society,
have become pastors respectively of the churches at Phibsboro’ (Dublin),
Mountpottinger (Belfast), Athlone, and Cork. Brother M‘Cracken, whose
praise as an evangelist is in all our churches, still retains a special connection
with Harcourt Street, while his services, as occasion arises, are available
for the I.B.H. Mission. Friends may find it useful to preserve this list, and we
trust that one good purpose it will serve will be to be spread before the Lord
by the members of our churches as they remember each brother and his work
atthe throne of grace. We believe that they are all good men and true. May
theyall be filled with the HolyGhost,and speak the Word of God with boldness.

Banks, Samuel James ( Retired), Newry Road, Banbridge, Co. Down.

Boyd, Janes H., Marion Terrace, Hill Street, Lurgan, Co. Armagh.

Brown, Hugh Dunlop, M.A.. B.L., Oakland, Rathgar, Dublin.

Bury, Fenton E., 11, Cabra Terrace, West Circular Road, Dublin.

Carson, Robert Haldane, Tubbermore, Co. Derry.

Clark, Robert, T, Ravenscroft Avenue, Connswater, Belfast.

Dickson, John, Union Street, Coleraine, Co. Derry.

Donald, Charles Smith, 13, Allworthy Avenue, Beliast.

Eland, Francis Greville, Garden Vale, Athlone, Co. Westmeath.

Haste, Alfred Geo., Carrickfergus, Co. Antrim.

Hudgell, Philip A., 8, South Parade, Waterford.

Jardine, Alexander, Millvale, Bessbrook, Co. Armagh.

Lorimer, William ( Retired), Tubbermore, Co. Derry.

Marshall, George, 25, Dromore Street, Banbridge, Co. Down.

M‘Caig, Archibald, B.A., LL.B., Brannoxtown, Co. Kildare.

Pearce, James W., 3, York Street, Cork.

Phillips, Henry, Kilnock House, Randalstown, Co. Antrim.

Rock, George, Derryneil, Castlewellan, Co. Down.

Stmpson, Matthew, 5, Caulfield Terrace, Dungannon, Co. Tyrore.

Storey, John, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.

Taylor, John, The Manse, Tandragee, Co. Armagh.

Usher, William, M.D., 40, Botanic Avenue, Belfast.

Whiteside, Thomas, Mount Street, Ballymena, Co. Antrim.
HARCOURT STREET EVANGELIST :

M Cracken, Samuel A., Kensington, Terenure, Dublin.

-
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DENOMINATIONAL INTELLIGENCE.

(Ltems of Intelligence must veack the Editor not later than the 3rd day of the month.)

@’ 15th and 22nd.

*

his work in Dublin have appeared in the columns of 7As Baplist.
2 A good portrait of the genial pastor and a view of the interior of
Harcourt Street Chapel accompany the sketches ; and we advise
all our readers to procure copies of The Baptist for January

*

FRrROM a recent note we learn that at Harcourt Street there have been,
“on an average, 5 baptized each month; total since opening of chapel

(4 years) 262.”
*

The Lord’'s name be praised !

*

DURING the past year Dr. Usher has had the joy of baptizing fourteen
candidates ; and the work at Great Victoria Street is in a healthy condition.
The Lord bless Baptists yet more and more.

*

*

A CORRESPONDENT sends us a glowing account of the work of the Lord
in Lurgan, under the auspices of the new pastor, Mr. Boyd. A full report

of the recognition service will be found on another page.

The beginning of

our brother’s work is full of promise ; may the future be, in the words of Mr.

Banks, even “better than expected.”
*

*

*

WE are glad that the vacancy at Waterford has been so well supplied by

the election of Pastor Hudgell.

Our brother comes to us with a good record.

The Secretary of the Association with which he was connected in England

writes of him in very eulogistic terms.

We heartily welcome him to our

ranks, and pray that abundant blessing may be given him in that southern

stronghold.
*

*

*

THERE are various signs of our Lord's moving among our churches ; let
us unite in crying mightily to God for an abundant outpouring of His grace.

Belfast; Regent S:rect.

A social meeting of the wecmbers of
this church was held on Tuesday, 26th
January, to hear reports from the various
departments of church work. The pastor
presided. There was a good attendance,
and the meeting was hearty and enthusi-
astic. Short statements were given by
representatives from every section of work
carried on in connection with the church,
all of which showed that the work was
presently in a healthy and vigorous con-
dition. The pastor expressed his gratitude
for the kind and warm mganner in which
he had been welcomed by the members
in their homes and at the various services,
and expressed the hope that God might
continue to smile upon their union as
pastor and people by bestowing rich and
lasting blessing on their united labours
in the future.

*
Dungannon,

On Thursday evening, 31st Dec., 1891,
we held our usual watch-night service,
preceded by a social tea. The meeting
was commenced by singing ‘‘ My Jesus,
1 Love Thee,” and prayer. After this,
Brother Pinkerton announced that in the
absence of a senior member, HBrother
I1anson, through indisposition, a very
pleasant duty devolved on him, namely,
to read an address and makea presentation
which, he said, was fromn the members of
the church exclusively. lle then read
the following : —

ADDRESS TO MR, ALEX. PATTERSON.

Dear Brother Patterson,— Whilst we
are assembled here to-night at the close
of another year, to acknowledge thank-
fully the bountiful hand of our heavenly
Father, who has blessed us with so many
blessings, temporal and spiritual, during
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the past year, to confess our own unfaith-
fulness in the past, and to resolve that
by the help of the Lord we will be more
faithful for the future, we, as a church,
feel that we have a duty to discharge to
you, namely, to give an expression to our
esteem for you and appreciation of your
labours amongst us for so many years,
We can all bear testimony to your con-
stant, steady, and persevering efforts to
promote the best interests of our church,
and those of us who have been with you
from the very first of our church’s history
can testify what a keen outlook you al ways
had for anything that would contribute to
her comfort and prosperity ; and although
your secular engagements abounded, and
trying circumstances have arisen in your
experience, yet you remained stedfast,
immoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord.

You have given your time, talents, and
means to the service and best interests of
the Church, and when, in the providence
of God, some of our leading members
were removed from amongst us, though
your manifold duties were thus augmented,
yet you never wavered or flagged in your
devotion and duty of love; and though
always taking a leading part, you never
assumed any superiority, but were amongst
us as he that doth serve.

This comfortable little place where we
are now met can bear its testimony to
your energy and activity, and when we
meet here on the Lord’s Day or in the
Bible Class, we reap the benefit of your
taste and attention.

Therefore, seeing our duty towards you,
we have unanimously agreed to present
you with *The Treasury of David,” by
Mr. Spurgeon (as we know you so highly
appreciated that work), as a New Year’s
gift, which we do just now with much
pleasure, hoping that it will be a bless-
ing to you and your family.

At the same time, it affords us very
great pleasure to couple with your name
your beloved partner in life, Mrs, Patterson,
who has been holding up your hands in
your labours amongst us. Notwithstand-
ing her domestic cares and maternal
duties, she has always fulfilled the
apostolic injunction, ¢ Using hospitality
without grudging,” and we can all say of
her, ‘*She hath done what she could.”

We therefore feel great pleasure in
presenting her with this silver tea and
coffee service, with our best wishes.
Trusting that the God of all grace may
abundantly bless you both, and spare you
long to adorn the doctrine of our Lord

and Saviour Jesus Christ, is our fervent
prayer.

Mr, Pinkerton then made the presenta-
tion, and Mr. Patterson read his reply as
follows :—

My Dear Brethren and Sisters in the
risen Lord,—You have greatly surprised
me by your very flattering address and
beautiful and costly gifts. My heart is
lifted up in praise to God for such an
unexpected expression of your Christian
love. I feel that I am unworthy of it.
Any little service I could render has ever
been a great pleasure to me, and I did it
not to please man nor flesh, but simply
for my Jesus who has done so much for
me.

The perfect unanimitly characterising
all our efforts has been most marked.
The dear brethren who have gone from
amongst us were a great loss to our
fellowship, but I believe through their
prayers and ours we have been led to
more child-like confidence in our loving
Saviour’s ‘¢ Fear not, little lock.”

Our litile hall which our dear Lord saw
we had need of to worship Himself in is
very comfortable, and to Him we give
all the praise.

I have always had a great desire to
possess Spurgeon’s ** Treasury of David.”
It is to me a treasure ; and here and now,
at our watch-night service, we can again,
as we have done before, pray that its
great author may be completely restored
to health and made more useful than ever
in the King’s service.

What shall I say for my heloved wife ?
Your costly and beautiful present, with
the love of your hearts, makes her
ashamed that she has not been more
active in doing ler part in the Master’s
work. We thank you, brethren and
sisters, with all our hearts for the beautiful
proofs of your love. We heartily join in
your prayer that God may abundantly
bless us all and keep us till the day of
His appearing. —I am, dear brethren and
sisters, your grateful brother in Christ,—

ALEX. PATTERSON,

On the first page of Volume I is the
inscription, beautifully illuminated :

“DPresented to our dear Brother
Patterson by Lhe members of the Baptist
Church, Dungannon, as an expression of
our love for him and our appreciation of
his services in connection with the above
church. January 2nd, 1892.”

Short addresses were given by Brethren
Simpson, Bell, and Milligan. At about
a quarter to twelve, Mr. Patterson pressed
on all the shortness of time, specially in-



Denominational Intelligence. 37

viting the unsaved to accept Christ there
and then as their Saviour, that there might
be joy in heaven. The last few minutes
of the year were spent by us in silent
prayer, At the beginning of the New
Year, we sang the consecration hymo,
““Take my life and let it be,” and two
brethren closed the meeting by prayer.
Lurgan,

On Monday evening, January 18th, the
members of the Lurgan Baptist Church
held a meeting in the Town Hall, for the
purpose of publicly recognising Mr. Boyd
as their pastor. The proceedings com-
menced at half-past seven o’clock, when
a large company, filling the entire floor
of the hall, sat down to a sumptuous tea.
About half-past eight, the chair was taken
by Mr. Robert Glendinning, of Belfast,
who said he was delighted to be amongst
the Baptists of Lurgan, and to take the
chair at such a splendid meeting. He was
very happy to be present on the occasion
of Pastor Boyd being given the charge of
the Baptist Church in this town. Mr.
Boyd had been long and favourably
known to the members of their denomina-
tion in Belfast, and he (the speaker) was
confident that but a short time would
elapse before he would be very favourably
known in Lurgan also. The Baptist
Church throughout Ireland was very small
in numbers, but they had no cause to
be ashamed of being Baptists. They had
truth on their side, and he had faith that
the day would come when their numbers
here would be largely augmented. In
England they were much stronger, while
in the largest English-speaking country in
the world (the United States) their church
took the lead both in numbers and
influence. It was not the chairman’s
province to make a speech, but he could
not refrain from saying a few words about
Mr. Boyd, who, on account of his sterling
worth, Christian character and zealous
labours in connection with their church,
wus held in such high esteem by the
Baptists of Bellast.

Pastor Marshall, of Banbridge, who
was received with applause, said he was
very glad to be present, and 1o heartily
congratulate Mr. Boyd and wish him a
long and pleasant residence in Lurgan.
On behalf of his own people—the Baptists
of Bapbridge—he wished the new pastor
of this congregation a fervent God-speed,
and he prayed God to bless his labours
in this town to the spread of the Gospel
and the conversion of sinners. Concern-
ing the Baptist faith the speaker wished

to say a few words. First, he ought to
say that their church was very differently
constituted from most churches. Its
membership was somewhat different.

They did not receive into fellowship any
person, who—so far as they were able to:
judge—had not passed from death unto
life by repentance towards God and faith
in the atonement of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Before a man or woman could join the
Baptist Church heorshe must be converted.
And this is why the statistics of their
church made it appear so small, for they
did not include any family or individual
member of a family who had not been

converted to God, and who did not give
evidence of such conversion in their daily-
walk and life. The Church of Christ
was a spiritual body, and no person could.
be a member of that body who was not
spiritually alive, who had not faith in

Jesus Christ, and who was not satistied
that his sins were forgiven, Next, it was
required of all members that they should
make a confession of faith in baptism by
immersion. No mention was made in
Scripture of any instance where infant
sprinkling was regarded as baptism.

Baptism was a symbol of a new spiritual
life, of a passage from death unto life.

The next point in which they differed from
other churches was in the management of
their church affairs. Their churches were
not subject to dictation from any head.

Though they often found it wise to take
counsel one of another, they had no regular
council or synod, each congregation heing
free to regulate its own affairs and advance
the cause of Christ as it saw best. In
regard to the ministry of the church, they
believed that their ministers should be-
men who were persuaded that they had
been called by God to the position, who
were filled with spiritual life and worthy
the great work which was given them to
do. In conclusion, the speaker said he
prayed the new pastor of the Lurgan
church would be strengthened by the Holy
Ghost in the work which he had under-
taken, and that his labours might be
very fruitful.

The Chairman here read a letter of
apology for non-attendance from the Rev.
C. B. Kennedy, pastor of the 11ill Street
Presbyterian Church, who was unable to
be present owing to a severe cold. Letters
of apology were also received from Messrs,
H. H. Graham and John Thompson,
Belfast. He (the chairman) was sure they
would all be pleased to hear the next
speaker, who was an cld member of the
Lurgan church, and who could tell them
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something about the Baptist denomina-
tion in this town.

Mr. James M ‘Niece, to whom the chair-
man had referred, received an ovation on
making his appearance on the platform.
He gave an interesting account of the way
in which the church was led to the choice
of Mr, Boyd as pastor.

Pastor Boyd, who was very warmly
received, then addressed the meeting. He
said it was now about twelve months since
he was first asked to accept the pastorate
of the Lurgan Baptist Church, and at this
time he did not think he would ever do so,
and he had refused. But his decision had
been altered by the fact that the members
.of the congregation had continued to press
upon him the duty which lay before him
in Lurgan. As they were ail aware, it
was aboui two years since Pastor Ryan
left, and the church had in the meantime
been without a regular minister of its own.
Week after week young men were sent
from Great Victoria StreetChurch, Belfast,
to conduct the Sunday services here ; and
it happened that he had the privilege of
coming to Lurgan on more than one
occasion. When he was first asked to
take charge of the church he gave the
matterveryearnestconsideration; and some
time ago when he received the letter asking
him again to come, he had, like Hezekiah,
gone to his closet, and spreading the letter
out before him, asked God if it was Iis
will that he should take the charge of this
church. And it was not until he had in
every way endeavoured to find out the
will of God in the matter, and had taken
wise counsel amongst the members of their
faith in Belfast, that he finally decided to
come. Six weeks ago he made his first
appearance in Lurgan as pastor of the
church, and he was happy to say he had
since made very many friends, The
speaker here gave a very interesting
account of his own conversion, and wound
up his remarks by saying that he had
undertaken his present charge not in his
own strength, but trusting in the strength
and counsel of God. He was pleased to
see so many friends rally round them, and
he hoped that by-and-by the congregation
would grow so large that the present
church building would not be able to
accommodate them and that they would
be obliged to build one much larger. As
far as in him lay he would carry the
Gospel of Jesus Christ to the people.

Pastor Banks of Banbridge was the
next speaker. He took as the subject of
his remarks the words, * Better than ex-
pected,” and made an eloquent and telling

speech, being frequently applauded by
the audience.

Mr. John Livesey addressed the meet-
ing at considerable length. He had known
Mr. Boyd for many years, and he was
pleased to be present to congratulate the
Lurgan church on obtaining one so
thoroughly suitable for the work as their
pastor.  This speaker was followed by

Pastor Usher, M.D., of the Great
Victoria Street Church, Belfast, who, as
pastor of the church which Mr. Boyd had
attended, said he had both pleasure and
pride in being present on the occasion of
their new pastor taking over the charge of
the Lurgan church. He had been the in-
strument in God’shandsof burying Brother
Boyd in the waters of baptism, and it was
some years since to him, as his pastor, Mr.
Boyd had openly professed faith in Jesus
Christ. The gain of the Lurgan church
would be his loss, and he was sorry to let
their brother go away from Belfast. He
wanted the Lurgan church to Lelieve in
the most unreserved manner that they had-
every confidence in Mr. Boyd in every
possible way.

The meeting was next addressed by
Pastor Donald, of the Regent St. church,
Belfast, after which

The Rev. Mr. Rutherford (Methodist)
pronounced the benediclion, and the pro-
ceedings lerminated.— A4 dridged from The
Lurgan Mail.

Dr. Usher opened a series of evangel-
istic services on Tuesday, 19th January,
which were continued by the pastor till
the 2gthinst. During these services great
blessings were received, and souls were
won for our Master. Since the Baptists
first began to meet in this town the
attendance has not been so large as during
these meetings, and the very earnest and
enthusiastic manner in which they were
conducted by the pastor (Mr. Boyd) has
won the sympathy of many.

SAMUEL JAMES M‘CRORY.

Tubbermore —Carson. Memorial

Chapel.

The Committee thankfully acknowledge
the receipt of the following subscriptions
since the last issue of this Magazine : —Per
Dr. Waters—

Glasgow—
Lord Provost Muir ... .41 0 o
Rev J M‘Lellan .. 0 5 0O
Paisley—
Mr Thomas Glen Coats .. 10 0 0
Dr Fraser ... 1 0 o0
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Maghera—
Colonel Clark, J.P. ... .42 o o
The late Mr James Lytle ... 1 o o
Mr Hugh Barkley ... .. 010 O
Belfast—
Rev Professor Leitch ... . I 0 0
Mr David G Barkley, LL.D... 2 0 ©
Tubbermore—
Mr Sandy Moore o10 O
Mr Samuel Porter o0 ©
Mr Wm Stockman o §5 o
Mr Wm Stockman, jun o5 o

N. B.—As the preliminary arrange-
ments for building are now being made,
it is earnestly hoped that some kind friends
will forward us the balance required—
about £300. Subscriptions thankfully
received and acknowledged by BRIGADE-
SURGEON WAaTERS, C.B,, J.P., White
Fort, Tubbermore, Co. Derry.

Waterford.

Rev. P. A. Hudgell (late of Wrexham)
has accepted the unanimous invitation of
the church to become its pastor ; his

Hudgell has been supplying at Waterford
since December 13th. We wish our
brother much blessing in the work and an
abiding sense of the Divine presence.
The annual Sunday-school soiree was
held on Tuesday evening, January 26th.
About 115 children and adults sat down
to tea. Pastor P. A. Hudgell presided ;
the Secretary (Mrs, Bennett) reported an
average altendance of 54 ; number on roll
69 ; a staff of 9 regular teachers and one
occasional teacher. Mr.Godbey(treasurer)
gave a statement of accounts, showing that
over £9 had been collected during the
year to defray the expenses of prizes,
soiree, etc., leaving a small balance on
hands. After singing of hymns and
distribution of prizes, an Xmas-tree was
provided by two of the teachers, Mrs.
Curtis and Miss Moir, with some additions
kindly sent by Mrs. Douglas (of Notting-
ham). The many useful articles thus
distributed amongst the younger children
were very warmly and thankfully received
by them, their thanks being expressed by
acclamation. The work done in connec-
tion with the Sunday-school has been

pastorate to commence February 1st. Mr.  blessed during the year.
P —e————————
REVIEWS.
WesToN SERIEs. By the author of THE BaprisT MESSENGER. Annual
*“ Evanescent Philosophies.” 16 pp. Vol. 1891. Price 2/-. London:

Illustrated, large type. 6d per doz.
Packeta 1, 2, and 3, 6d each.

Prison Stories. By Charles Cook.
8 pp. Illustrated. ®/- per 100.
Pocket of 25*assorted, 6d. Drum-
mond’s Tract Depot.

These booklets ought to be warmly wel-
comed by all tract-distributora, Brightly
written, attractively got up, nicely illus-
trated, and above all full of clear Gospel
teaching, we can unreservedly commend
them.

The February issues of Drummond’s
periodicals, The British Messenger, Gospel
Trumpet and Good News, are as good as
usual: the serial story in the first from
the practised pen of Sydney Watson is
full of interest and full of Scriptural
truth.

Elliot Stock, Paternoster Row.

This old Baptist magazine, amid all the
changes of modern times, holds on its
course, according to New Testament
principles, right nobly. Its monthly
sermon by Mr. Spurgeon, gleaniugs from
Dr. Maclaren’s unpublished sermons, and
ohronicle of baptisms are noteworthy
features of great interest. Besides
many well-written expository and devo-
tional papers, we have in this volume an
admirable series of articles on the work
of the famous missionary, John G. Paton.
It is a splendid pennyworth, werthy of
a place in every Baptist household.

My Lerer Frienns. By Mrs. M. H.
Hayes. London: W. Thacker & Co.,
87 Newgate Street.

Mre, Hayes,during a sojourn in Calcutra,
interested herself benevolontly iu the sad
condition of the inmates of the Leper
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Hospital. By the aid of public rubsorip-
tions she was able to do much to brighten
their sorrowful life, and she now writes
this book in the hope of inducing othsrs
to belp her ‘‘Leper Friends.” The
narrative is simgly &old, and from first
to last is painfully interesting. The pro-
ceeds from the sale of the book are to be
devoted to the work among the lepers,
80 that anyone buying it will not only
get value for his money, but may feel
that he is doing a little to alleviate the
wretched lot of these poor creatures.

BorN AGAIN: or, Baptism for the
Remission of Sins. By W. H.
Loandon : Alexander & Shepleard,
21 Furnival Street. Price 1d.

This tractate is ably written and takes
high ground on the subject of Baptism,
higher, perhaps, than many Baptists

would be willing to take, yet it would be
hard to say that it is higher than Sorip-
ture warrants. Some of our weaker

brethren might find it a needful tonic.

ConseEcrarion. Edited by Rev. W.
Frith. London: S. W. Partridge
& Co., 9 Paternoster Row. Price 1d.

This Magazine is well-fitted to be what
it aims at—a help to the ¢‘ culture of the
spiritual life.”” It keeps close to the
Word of God, and gives no uncertain
sound on the great doctrines of grace.
The February issue contains a good por-
trait and appreciative sketch of a worthy
son of the Pastor’s College, Rev. W.
Williams of Upton Chapel, Lambeth,
and we mnote with special pleasure the
second chapter of the autobiography of
a dear old friend—James Rennie, col-
porteur of Hitchen, known far and wide
as the ¢ Converted Shepherd Boy.”

-

BAPTISMS.

(A4s we wish to have this chronicle of Baptisms as complete as possible, we trust onr
Pastors will see that all Baptisms are duly reported month by month.—Ep. 1. R.M.]

Belfast : Regent Street—January 3ist, five, by the pastor, C. S. Donald.
Dublin ; Harcourt Street—Jan. 27th, three, by the pastor, H. D. Brown, M.A.
Dublin : Phibsboro’—January 17th, one; January 31st, one, by the pastor, F.

E. Bury.

Lurgan.— January, one, by the pastor, James H. Boyd.
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‘THE LATE C. H. SPURGEON.

¥ HERE are many places whose chief title to distinction
lies in the fact that they have been linked with the
history of some great name. Stratford-on-Avon bids
fair to hold a high place in the regard of the English-
%% speaking race while Shakespeare occupies hiy literary

#% throne. Bunyan has shed undying lustre on the
quaint little Bedfordshire village of Elstow. Aund =0 coming
generations will associnte the name of Kelvedon with the
greatest preacher of the 19th century; for, as all the world
now knows, in that obscure Fssex village, on the 19th day
of June, 1834, CuarrLrs Havpvon Spurcrox first saw the
light. He came of a godly stock, his futher and grandfather
both being Congregational ministers; and descendants of
Dutch refugees who had held their faith more dear than
fwtherland.  No oue could be long in Mr. Spurgeou’s
company without hearing something of his grandfather : with him, in the
old mause at Stambourue, he spent many of his childhood’s days, and
thd influence of that worthy man had not a little to do in furming the
charncter of his illustrious grandson. By the time that schiool days had
commenced for young Charles, his parents had removed to Colchester,
his father being pastor of the Congregational church at Tollesbury, some
miles distant.  His first entrance on the road to learning was made in a
dame’s sehool, that institution of old Luglish life which has been woven
into the experience of many of our greatest men, but is now almost, if not
quite, obsolete.  Thence he passed to a school in Colehester, kept by n
Mr. Lewis, then to one at Maidstone, and in 1849 to Newmarket, where,
while receiving special lessons in Greek, he filled the position of junior
teacher. 1In all the schools he distinguished himsclf ay an extremely
clever boy, and easily kept at the head of bis class, except when for
purposes of his own he chose to be at the other end ; as, for instance,
having observed that the bottom of the class, being next the fire, was
the most comfortable spot in cold weather, he gradually, by apparently
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increasing stupidity, worked his wuy down to the coveted place, and
there remained until the master, discovering the reason, reversed the
position of the class, when, with great celerity, the bright Loy passed
upward to the tép. At one of these schools, which was under Church
management, the clergyman, when giving the religious instruction, put
to him the question of the catechism, ¢ Why, then, are infants baptised,
when, by reason of their tender age, they can neither repent nor believe ¢
To the astonishment of the questioner, the prompt and oviginal reply was
given—* Why indeed, ser?”

Many memorable incidents are related of his childhood, which are
now familiar to most readers, and we have had the privilege of hearing
most of them from his own lips, with a gusto which can never be conveyed
by the printed page. We can only refer to the most remarkable of these,
the visit of Richard Kuill to Stambourne, in 1844, when he uttered that
wonderful prediction about the lad who interested hin so much. The
story is told in full by Mr. Spurgeon in “The Spare Half Hour,” and
more recently he has retold it in his latest work,  Memories of
Stambourne.” Space will not allow us to give the whole account—suflice
it to say, that after much earncst, loving talk with the boy, the man of
God, in the presence of all the family, took young Spurgeou on his knee,
and, calling all to witness what he said, solemuly uttered the words:
“This child will one day preach the Gospel, and he will preach it to
great multitudes. Iam perauaded he will preach the Gospel in the chapel
of Rowland Hill.” Then, giving the boy a sixpence ou condition that he
wonld learn the hymn, “ God moves in a mysterious way,” he made him
promise that wheu he preached in Rowland Hiil's chapel, that hymu
wonld be sung. In about ten years afterwards the prediction was
fulfilled to the letter, and the prowmise faithfully kept. It is interesting
to know that Mr. Kuill lived to hear the great preacher, and to talk with
him over the fulfilled prediction.

The most eventful experience of Lis life—his conversion to God —
oceurred when he was fifteen years of age. Oue snowy morning, being
prevented by the storm from accomp.nyiug his father to Tollesbury, he
attended the service at the Primitive Mcthodist Chapel, Colchester. Often
has he told, and always delighted to tell, how the local preacher, who occu-
pied the pulpit on the occasion, preached from the text, “ Look unto Me, and
be ye saved ” ; how the simple sermon exactly met hisneed, and led him
to Christ ; as the preacher, lovking under the gallery, said, “ Young man,
you are very miserable. Ah, and you will always be miserable if you
don’t do as my text tells you, that is, look unto Christ,” and theu he
called out, * Young man, look, in God's name look, and look now.”  And
thus in after-years he testified, 1 did look, blessed be God, I know [
looked then and there ; and he who, but that minute ago, had been near
despair, had the fulness of joy and hope ; and that instant he who was
ready to destroy himself, conld have stood up then and there to *sing
of Him whose pardoning blood had washed his sins away.””  Not long
afterwards, by caveful study of the Greek Testament, e was led to see that
believer’s immersion was the only Scriptural baptism, and, although all
his associations lay the other way, with characteristic courage and
independence, he followed his convictions and was baptized in the River
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Park, at Isleham, on May 3rd, 1850 An interesting account of his
Laptism was given not long ago by himself, in /e Sword and Trowel, which
he introduced with the characteristic rerrark that, as in some quarters
it was doubted whether John Bunyan ever was baptized, he would, by
the record, make it impossible for such a doubt to arise in his case.
Concerning his baptism, we are told that his mother said to him, ““Ah,
Charley, T have often prayed that you might be saved, but never that you
should become a Baptist.” *° Ah, mother,” said the witty son, “ God has
answered your prayer with His usual bounty, and given you more than
you asked.”

Soon after his baptism he removed to Cambridge, where he was
usher in a school kept by Mr. Edward Leeding, who had been his teacher
in Colchester. This was the gentleman who stated he was convinced
that af seventeen Mr. Spurgeon could easily have graduated at the
University, a statement which it is well to bear in mind when Spurgeon’s
waut of learning is mentioned—although those who had any intimate
aquaintance with him need no such testimcny, since they well know that
his learning was both solid and extensive, and that, even in this respect,
many of his “learned” critics are not worthy to be named in the same
breath with him.

From the moment of his conversion, the youth had begun to work
for the Lord, by tract distribution, Sunday-school teaching, ete. ; but it
was not long before he was called to higher service, and in a very
unexpected fashion. He has told us the story of his first attempt at
preaching. Seut by the *“gentlemen of Cambridge” to accompany
another young man to a cottage-meeting in the village of ‘Beversham, lie
discovered on the way that, while he had been expecting his companion
to preach, the companion had considered him as the speaker—and there
was no help for it, but that tothe company of humble men and women
gathered in that little cottage he should at least try to say a word
about the Saviour ; and, from the text which was the keynote of his whole
after-ministry—‘“To you that believe He is precious "—he so spake as
to charm the hearts of his humble audience ; onc old lady giving vent to
her feelings by saying, *‘Bless your dear heart; how old are you?”
“You must wait till the service is finished before you ask any such
questions,” was the ready reply of the youthful preacher. When, after
service, the question was repeated, the answer was, “Under sixty.”
‘“ Aye, and under sixteen,” responded his questioner. * Never mind my
age ; think of the Lord Jesus and His preciousness.” So was it ever with
him, directing men from himself to his precious Lord.

The manifestation of the gift that was in him quickly led to his being
called to the pastorate of the Baptist Church at Waterbeach, From the
first he was a popular preacher, and soon his fame spread far beyond the
limits of Cambridgeshire. To the great mctropolis came the report of
the marvellous boy-preacher; and the deacons of Park Street Chapel,
who were mourning over the decay of the church, which had knowu great
prosperity under the pastorate of Dr. Gill and Dr. Rippon, were led to
ask the young Waterbeaclhi pastor to pay them a visit. We need not
detail the interesting circumstances which resulted in his translation from
his village pastorate to the great London church. Suffice it to record
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the fact that in 1854 he commenced his ministry in Pavk Street, and
soon the chapel, which had been well-nigh deserted, beecame packed with
eager listeners ; and soon the 1,200 sittings were all too few for the
thronging multitudes ; enlargement followed —and soon the enlarged
chapel was seen to be utterly inadequate to accommodate the gathering
throngs ; and soon the vast Tabernacle, capable of holding 7,000 persons,
was erected, and the prince of preachers found his rightful post, which
for thirty years he occupied with ever-increasing success and ever-enlarging
influence. When, in 1861, the Tabernacle was opened, many thought it
was utter folly to expect such a great building to be filled for any length
of time. The preacher’s power in gathering vast crowds had been proved
in Exeter Hall and in the Surrey Music Hall ; but was there any like-
lihood of that popularity being maintained ! Time has shown the wisdom
that led to the erection of the Tabernacle, and, not to the glory of the
servant, but to the glory of his Master, whom he delighted to honour,
be it told, that never throughout these thirty years was there the slightest
sign of any falling-off in the interest of the services, of any decrease in
the numbers attending, or of any decline of the great preacher’s powers
and popularity.

Since 1855 his sermons have been published weekly, and not only
published but read, and not only read but blessed to the conversion of
thousands of sinners and the edification of multitudes of saints. The
circulation averages 30,000 weekly, but some notable sermons have gone
far beyond that number; for instance, the famous one on Baptismal
Regeneration has had a sale of 200,000 copies. Nor does the number
sold at all adequately represent the number of readers; many of them
are widely circulated by Loan Tract Societies, and in many cases where
no preacher of the Word is found, congregations have been regularly
ministered to by some one reading Spurgeon’s sermons, They have made
his name a household word wherever the English language is spoken, and
they have been translated into *‘every language spoken by Christians.”
This is a fact altogether unique : it has no parallel in the history of the
Church.

Familiar to all our readers must be the story of his later years, and
we need not recount it. Suffice it to note a few facts in connection with
his work. Ip 1856 he commenced the Pastor’s College with one student,
and since then over 800 men have been sent out to preach the Gospel.
In 1867 he founded the Stockwell Orphanage for boys, and in 1880 a
similar institution for girls, where now 500 children of parents of all
sects find a true home. In 1866 he started a Colportage Association,
under whose auspices 90 men are labouring for the spread of the truth.
Almshouses, mission schools, mission halls, Ivangelistic Society, and
many other institutions sprang up from time to time, until the Metro-
politan Tabernacle became the recognized centre of the largest number
of useful agencies anywhere to be found, proving him not only to be a
great preacher but a most skilful organiser.

Perhaps we ought here to say that in January, 1856, he married the
gracious lady who now mourns his loss, who has ever becn, though long
in much affliction, his true helpmeet, and whose kindly care of poor
ministers, through her Book Fund, has endeared her name to many of God’s
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servauts, and gives emphasis to the prayer which to-day rises from many
hearts, “ God bless dear Mrs. Spurgeon.” Twin sous were born ou the
20th September, 1856, who before they were of age were converted and
baptized, and had begun to preach the Gospel. “Son Tom ” is now
labouring as an earnest and successful evangelist in New Zealand, and
Charles, settled at Greenwich, is doing good work as a paiustaking and
popular pastor. May the Lord comfort them both and muake them great
soul-winners.

The silver wedding of his pastorate was celebrated in 1879, and the
jubilee of his life in 1884. The grand services on these oceasions it was
our privilege to attend, and it has always been a pleasure to remember
them. While his people showed their affection by presenting him
with £6,000 and £5,000, he showed his unselfishuess, generosity,
and love for his Master's work by banding over the whole amount
to the institutions connected with the Tabernacle. But we uneed
not attempt to eay more. In eternity alone will the full record of his
work be published. His life has been comparatively short, but measured
by the work done, it has been long. Into these forty years, apart from
hie unapproachable labours in the pulpit. he has by sheer industry crowded
the work of ten ordinary men. For many years he has been a great
sufferer, and no doubt, according to his own testimony, the suffering
contributed largely to bis usefulness. That suffering culminated in the
long and painful illness of the past months, and though he for a time
believed he would be restored to his work, the conviction at last dawned
upon him that so it was not to be—* My work is done.” Yes, brave
soul, and nobly done. 1t has been the lot of some great workers
to see their life-work crumble Defore them, not so in his cuse.  He has
died in the zenith of his fame. Many great names have been more or
less eclipsed by some error in conduct, not so with him. By the grace
of God he has been enabled to maintain a stainless reputation. For all
the grace manifested in him, for all the work accomplished by him, for
all the souls saved through his instrumentality, and all the belicvers
refreshed by his ministry, we praise God; and well we know that
nothing could please him better than for the people of God so to speak
of him’,’ s to give him cause to suy with the apostle, **They glorified God
in me.

~a—

THE PRINCE OF PREACHERS.

THAT Mr. Spurgeon was the foremost preacher of his age, no nnprejudiced
person can deny. That few have been so largely owned of God to the
couversion of souls, or have by voice and pen made known the truth of
God to larger numbers, must be admitted by all who knew the extent of
lLis influence. Whence came his wondrous power? what were the
elements of his greatness 7 what was the secret of his success 7 May we
venture to point out some of these qualitics. Among the uatucal
endowments which he possessed we must place first—

His magnificent voice. Can it ever be forgotten by those who heard
it? Clear and strong as a bell, sweet as music, rousing as the tones of a
trumpet, now rolling in majesty like the thunder, anon gently whispering
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like the zephyr, but in all its tones so distinet as to be heard in every
part of the great building. Well do we remember the first time we
heard him preach. From the time of our couversion in 1868, it had
been oue of our greatest longings to sce and hear Spurgeon. In 1874, in
company with a young man who sought admission to the Pastor’s College,
and who is now oue of our most successful London pastors, we made our first
visit to the great city, and on the moruing of August 30th found ourselves
amid the surging crowd struggling for admission at the gates of the great
Tabernacle.  We were obliged to go to the top gallery, and to the part
thereof most distant from the platform; and as we stood there and
looked across the vast distauce which separated us from the preacher,
whom we could scarcely see, we felt there was no chance of hearing him.
But the moment he opened his lips our fears were dispelled : every
sentence rolled up to us, uot a word did we fail to hear, and our hearts
feasted on the glorious sermon which he preached from the text, “ My
Beloved is mine, and I am His. He feedeth among the lilies,” We have
had many opportunities since of hearing that voice, and of observing its
woudrous compass, and sad indeed our heart is at the thought that on
earth we shall hear it no more.

2. Hus independent judgment. Some of the incidents of his childhood
show this clearly, and it was manifest throughout his career as a preacher.
In later days, it has been so much the fashion to sneer at him for
sticking to the old-fashioned theology, that there has been a tendency to
obscure the fact that he never was a mere echo of other men. From the
first there was a striking originality about all his sayings and methods.
He Loldly struck out a line for himself. He determined to go on in his
own way, untrammelled by any human authority—rhetorical, sncial,
ecclesiastical or doctrinal. So it was that, especially in his earlier days,
he so startled and confounded the sober, respectable, easy-going people
whose creed seemed to be, ¢ As it was in the beginning, is 1now, and ever
shall be.” Spurgeon dared to use his own judgment, t- nct as he thought
best in the sight of God, and to a large extent this helped to make him
the mighty force he became.

3. Brilliunt imagination. Imagination is a very desirable requisite in
an orator, and he possessed it in a high degree. Let anyone read through
liis earlier volumes of sermons, and he will ind abundant proofs. How
often have we been borne aloft as on eagles’ wings, while he glowingly
pictured the love of Christ, the delights of Christian service, or the
raptures of celestial bliss.

4. Dramatic action. According to Demosthenes, uction is the onc
requisite for an orator; and though we may not be disposed to give it so
high « place, yet there can be no question that it contributes largely to
an orator’s powers. Mr. Spurgeon’s action was always easy, natural,
appropriate, and often highly dramatic. In his earlier years, of course,
he manifested wore of this gift, though even in Inter days it was Ly no
means absent. We have been rather surprised to find, in so many
papers, his eloquence described as being of a very homely kind. There
is truth in the description, inasmuch as he, specially of late, indulged so
much in the colloquial or conversational style, and all through he has
chosen to use Lhomely language and homely illustrations, and to talk to
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the people in a plain and practical fashion. Yet withal, there were
always many marvellous flights, when his imagination had full play, and
the constantly-recurring dramatic passages would alone have raised his
utterances far above the ordinary level. For proof of this, again we
refer to his printed serraons, while many will appeal to their own
recollections. Well we remember one sermon on Elijah on Mount Carmel.
The great preacher seemed to enter so f'ully.into the spirit of the great
prophet, that the whole scene was made to live before you. You could
see him bowed in prayer as he sent his servant to watch for signs of the
coming rain, and as ever and anon he gave the order, “ Go again,
Gehazi. Go again, Gehazi,” the realism was most striking ; but uo words
can rveproduce the effect. On another occasion, at the anmial meeting
of the Bible Society in Exeter Hall in 1875, we had the privilege of
hearing one of his finest speeches. The Earl of Shaftesbury was chairman,
the Archbishop of Canterbury gave a very good address, a Colonial Bishop
spoke with great effect, and Morley Punshon delivered a very elognent
address. As we listened to these great utterances, we thought, Surely
Spurgeon cannot surpass, if he can even equal these; but when his turn
came, and he had uttered a few sentences, all the others were forgotten,
‘I'he vast congregation was held spellibound, as, in the most eloquent manner,
he set forth the claims of the Bible. In the course of the speech there
occurred a highly dramatic passage; suddenly the speaker cried ont,
“[ see a lion over there!” [nstantaneously every head was turned in
the direction in which he pointed. ¢ It is the British lion,” he went on ;
““he is caged, and a number of people are discussing the best way of
defending the British lion.” Having mentioned some of the propositions
made for the defence, he said, * Will you allow me to make a suggestion?
Open the door AND LET THE LION OUT, AND HE WILL DEFEND IUMSELF!”
The cftect was tremendons, and the application that the best way to
defend the Bible was to publish it could never be forgotten. We could
sive many other striking instances, but forbear,

5. Marvellous fund of humour. Fverybody, of course, has noticed
that. He never hesitated to make people laugh, but he never sought to
raise o laugh for its own sake. His humour, like nll his powers, was
conseerated to the great aim of leading souls to Christ.  We remember,
on the occasion of the opening of the new Pastor’s Coliege, hearing him
thank God for the gift of humour, and he told the Lord that often,
humanly speaking, he would have sunk beneath the load of depression
had it uot Leen for the native humour with which God had endowed
him.  Unquestionably, to this quality must be traced much of the
raciness and brightness of his speech and writings.

6. His retentive memory. For a speaker a good memory ig certainly n
very helpful gift, and his was one of the best. It was shown in his
childhood, when his mother used to give him a penny for every hymn
of Dr. Watts that he learned, but so frequentiy was she called upon to
pay the peunies, thut she reduced the price to a halfpenny, and finatly
to a furthing. Mozt of the hynms thus learned remained with Lim to
his latest duys. He scemed to be able to remember and to utiiise anyihing
e bad ever beard or read. We have heard him say that he never forgot
a lace which he had once scen, and at one time he could have mentioned



48 The Irish Baptist Magasine.

every one of his 5000 members by name. To these gifts must be added
his acquirement of —

7. Perfect mastery of the English language. His most adverse critics
unite with his admirers in testifying to this, and his printed sermons
remain as evidence, not only of the preacher’s proficiency in the Anglo-
Saxon tongue, but also of the capacity of that language to express every
phase of thought and emotion. °

These are some of the natural elements of his power as a preacher
and would have served to make him an orator of the first rank an(i
undoubtedly a born orator he was. True, he despised and deliber,a.tely
put aside all artificial oratory, all superficial tricks of rhetoric, and, so
far from aiming at anything fine, his object was to be * understandéd ”
of the people. A “great sermon” was in his estimation a great sin. Yet
he was in the truest sense eloquent. He loved to think and speak of
elognence as being etymologically ‘‘speaking out of” the heart; and
out of and to the heart Spurgeon ever spoke. Still, he was a master of
elocution, even as to the form of it, and, had he chosen to display himself,
he could certainly have excelled in that. It was once our privilege a{
College to hear him read Mark Antony’s speech over the dead Ceesar, and
the memory of it abides with us to-day as one’of the greatest elocutionary
treats we ever enjoyed. We have never heard Henry Irving reading
Shakespeare, but we should be surprised if he could surpass Mr.
Spurgeon’s rendering of that wonderful passage.

But we have to remember that Spurgeon was more than an orator—
he was a Christian orator, and other qualities besides the ones mentioned
were needed. Some we might call semi-natural—that is, they had their
foundation in nature; they were natural gifts which were specially developed
under the influence of the Christian faith which possessed him. We can do
no more than enumerate a few of these, though we might fill a volume in
illustration of them. (1) His unusual tenderness of heart ; (2) His great
humility ; (3) His unflinching fidelity to duty; (4) His transparent
honesty; (5) His unshaken courage; (6) His splendid unselfishness ;
(7) His intense earnestness. The first set of qualities were mainly intel-
lectual, these mainly moral, and, as such, went to the making up of his
arand personality. These were not simply qualities displayed in preaching,
but characteristics of the man, and to say that his preaching was marked
iy these features is just in effect to sny that he threw himself into the
work—that his whole personality was absorbed in his message.

But there were yet other qualities of his preaching aud of his
character which were of still greater importance. Those we have
mentioned would have given him, as an orator, power with men—
they would account for much of his magnetic influence, for his ability
in ronsing the passions, engaging the thoughts, evoking the admiration,
stireing the hearts of men. But he was far more than an orator,
far more than a great preacher, he was a great soul-winner; and for
the secret of his power we must turn to the spiritual region and note
some of his essentially spiritually characteristics, and first must be
placed his child-like fauth in God. From the moment that in faith he
looked to the Saviour, he never wavered in his trust in God. A man full
of faith, emphatieally he was: faith in the living God, faith in the

”
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all-powerful Saviour, faith iu the quickening Spirit, faith in the power of
the Gospel. And his faith was contagious, doubt seemed to wither in his
presence. Honouring God by his faith, God honoured his faith by
blessing his words to the salvation of souls. (2) Deep sense of responsibility.
He was witty, often jocular, he never was trifling. He ever realized the
presence of God and the solemn fact that as God’s servant he was
entrusted with God’s message. This sense of responsibility was some-
times so great before preaching, as almost to overwhelm him, but this
very feeling gave him wondrous power in the pulpit, and men felt that
they were listeniug to one of God’s ambassadors who had come -straight
from the King's presence. (3) Reverence for the Word of God. In that
Word he heard God’s own voice, and his whole soul bLowed Lefore it.
“ Thus saith the Lord ” was for him the supreme authority. Believiny
‘that by that Word souls could be begotten again, with intense delight and
unwavering confidence he proclaimed it ; and his contidence was justified
by the results; for, while he preached the *“ Word of the Lord,” “the
hand of the Lord was with him,” and ‘“a great number believed and
turned to the Lord.” (4) Strong grip of the doctrines of grace. Many
who admired him as a man and a preacher, consider this as u grave defect,
as the limitation of his powers; but we do not hesitate tosay, that what
they considered his weakness was one of the chief elements of his strength.
Believing that these grand doctrines were the very back-bone of the
Gospel, he proclaimed the whole counsel of God, and God honoured his
full-orbed testimony. We remember years ago, before ever we saw him,
hearing a wise old Presbyterian elder say, ‘‘They say that Gol has
blessed Mr. Spurgeon in spite of his Calvinism, but the truth is, thar God
has blessed him because of his Calvinism.,” This we unfeignedly believe.
(3) Surprising power in prayer. A mau who aims at winning ndmiration,
or at feasting the intellect, or even at inculenting moral duties, may do
without prayer; but he who seeks to win souls to Christ must le a man
of prayer. This Spurgeon pre-emineuntly was, His public prayers were rich
spiritual feasts—to hear him pray in private was an unspeakable privilege.
(6) Intense love for the Saviour. The Lord Jesus wuas to Him no meve
name, but n living reality.  Oh, how lie loved Christ! How he adored
His name ! How he revelled in His love! How enraptured he was with
His Leauty! Toving Christ so, he could not but commend Him to
others ; s0 that preaching Christ wud Him crucified becume the supreme
delight of his soul, the very aroma of his existence.  (7) drdent passion
for souls. 'This was but the reflex of his love for Christ. A fuvourite
expression of his was to “love men to Christ,” and this intense desire for
the salvation of men. gave point and intensity to ull his preaching.
Never did he lose sight of this aim. Never Lave wo known him to allow
a meeting in the Tabernacle to pass without a word for the unsaved, and
never was he happier than when poiuting, or hearing others point, sinuers
to the Saviour. Aud we feel that, after all, the best eulogium that can be
passed upon hiw is what he, in almost prophetic words describing his own
funeral, desired men to say of him —Jfe (lid entreat us to look to Christ.”
* * * * * * * *

We had intended to give some estimate of C. 11, Spurgeon asa pastor,

philanthropist, president of college, author and friend, but we have wlready
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takeu up all our available space. Some of our brethren have given their
recollections of him as president of the college, and there are many things
we should specially like to say on that point, since it was our privilege in
college days, as students’ secretary, to be brought into closer association
with him than many. We shall only give one evidence of his intense
interest in the students and tie gracious terms upon which he met them.
He liad been suffering from his old trouble, had been very ill, and conse-
quently was unable to be present to give his usual welcome at the opening
of the session, but he sent us a letter to read to the brethren, which we
think of sufficient interest to give to our readers—it is very characteristi¢

of the man :— “ January 11, 1881,
“DEarR BRETHREN,—I salute you all very heartily, wishing both tutors and
students ten thousand blessings. May this be the best and happiest session
you have ever held. May God be glorified in those of us who work, and in
those who suffer. I seem to myself to be utterly spent. Pray for me—hard.
Your crippled president, “C. H. SPURGEON.”
Ah! beloved president, and we did pray hard for thee then and often
since, and never so hard as during the past year, but now thou art beyond
the need of our prayers, though we may still hope for blessing in answer
to the prayers of thy life. Brethren beloved in the Lord, we have lost
his magnetic personality, his inspiring presence, his versatile genius, his
helpful fellowship, his courageous leading, but let us seck by God’s grace
to preach more faithfully and earnestly that Gospel which he loved so
well. In the conflict with error let us be nerved by his example, and
though we shall long miss him sadly, and often feel that ¢ one blast upon
his bugle-horn were worth a thousand men,” yet let us encourage our-
selves with the assurance that the sovercign Lord who made Charles
Haddon Spurgeon so good and great is with s still, and His cause can
never fail, His warriors can never be defeated. EDITOR.

<+
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PERSONAL REMINISCENCES OF C. H. SPURGEON.
By Pastror W. UsHer, M.D.

& uEsE scarcely recur to order, and favourable circumstances alone will bring
QL them to memory. Still, I suppose that each man who kinew our beloved
President will have some of his memorable sayings, ete., indelibly impressed
on his mind. Some of these I now give. ) )

I will commence with a brief account of my first interview with him. In
June, 1870, I was the bearer of a letter of introduction and recommendation
from 1y pastor, formerly e student in his college. It was my first visit to
London, and, coming from the North of England, with its bracing mountain
air, into the sultry June weather in London, was a wondrous change, causing
me literally t6 gasp for breath, on my way to Stockwell Orphanage, where 1
heard Mr. Spurgeon lecture on “ Sermons in Stones.” ) )

I was struck with his calm expression of faith as he said, ¢ I’ve just re-
ceived £400. I kpew the Lord had some money for me to-day, but I did not
know which way it was to come.” I met him i the Orphanage ground; ho
took my letter and eeid, * Meet me here to-morrow (naming the hour), and
wait until I come.” At the time appointed, I stood upon the now (to me)
memorable spot, in front of what was then the head wnaster's residence.
Mr. Spurgeon came from one of the houses, and, leading the way into a room
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in the house, said, * Close the door, or we shall have everybody in. Now, sit
there,” and he looked me (so I felt) up and down, and through snd througl,
yet with n kindly countenance. Then he questioned me, ¢ Well, young man,
and why do you want to enter the Baptist ministry ? do you expect to make
a fortune by it?” ¢ No,” said I, ** money is not my object; I desire to win
souls for Christ.” *‘* Ah,” he replied, ** if you think to get rich by the Baptist
ministry, you'll make a great mistake. Tell me of your conversion.” This I
did, and his next question was, ** How did you come to believe the doctrines
of grace ? ” I said that I felt that God originated any good work which had
been wrought in me, and that all the rest seemed to hang on that. “ Yes,”
he said, *“ our experiences teach us, do they not? There are wheels within
wheels.” After questioning me as t5 & work in which I had been engaged
for the Lord, and as to what would become of it if I left it. he said, * Well,
you can come to college in August. Good-bye; now fill up the entrance form
at once, and take it to Mr. B——; say I sent you ; don’t neglect it, for during
the next twenty-four hours, I shall forget that there is such a man as Usher,
T am so busy.” I could scarcely believe myself an accepted candidate for
admission to Pastor’s College. That day changed the whole tenor of my life,
I loved Mr. Spurgeon from that moment, with a love that has increased dur-
ing the years that have followed.

About the 8th Aungust of the same year, with an acquaintance from the
same town, I made my way to Nightingale Lane, Clapham, where a re-union
was being held of former students settled in the neighbourhood, students then
in college, and 8 or 10 new comers. What & sight! Xvery needlul arrange-
ment had been made for entertaining the large company, including o field for
outdoor games, where the tutors and students were thoroughly at home
together, and the President and the Vice-President of the College the centres
of attraction.

On a similar occasion he said, during an address of welcome, * Now go
and play, bat just one word first; when the bell rings for dinner, come at once :
throw down the bat even if going to make a splendid hit, just remember that
some of us have a weakness [cr the grub at the proper time.” Shocking for
a minister, was it not > and yet not for him. It recalls many kindred ofl-hand
but pithy sayings, as when, muany years later, Manton Smith being present
with his cornet, dinner being ready, the President announced, “ We'll sing the
doxology. DBlow it up, Smith.” On another occasion at Conference, after a
lengthy and most eloquent paper from our late Brother Anderson of Reading,
we assembled for dinner in the rooms below the Tabernacle. Apologizing to
the deacons for our nnpunctuality, he said, “ We are very sorry to be late,
brethren, but for such a paper us that to which we have just listened we
would have stayed longer, even if ench leg of mutton had turned into n cust-
iron column.”

How generous hisdisposition and hearty his kindness, could be shown in
numerous- instances if time and space permitted. On another occasion, n
former student (then settled in Amecricn) was piloted by me to the re-union
at Nightingale Lane, and in explaining to Mr. Spurgeon why I came unbidden,
and expressing the hope that I was not intruding, after twilting me with my
modesty, which, said he, “I know is not native.” he added, ** Welcome nlwayr,
to all things, everywhere.” Mre. Spurgeon, who was present that dny, had
forbidden him to speak of her. but, not to be hindered, he told us frunkly that
he was forbidden, but, amidst ronrs of langhter, said, “ I may just tell you
briefly what I should have said if I had been permitted,” then followed one of
those grandly tender speeches on the excellencies of his beloved wife.

Stories from his talks and lectures would themselves—if collected from the
brethren of the college—make volumes. Sowe nre too precious to be lost.
His jokes, also serious utterunccs, were often at the expense (but not wantonly)
of other denominations. Allhough loving nand genial to individuals every-
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where who loved the Saviour, his convictions were not the less deep and
openly expressed om that account. Addressing the students as to the advisa-
bility of a 1nan settling at first in somc rural district, he explained that * There
he may learn, and not be seen; there, too, he can rub off the angles of hia
methods. Inmy student days,” said he, “I did and said wmany things I would
not now. For instance, I remember going to a little country place to preach ;
the forms had no backs, and on the front bench were seated dames with cloaks
and hoods, like ¢ Little Red Riding Hood,’ which made me feel that Solomon
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. After the sermon had
commenced, the front seat gave way with a crash, and down came all its
occupants. This was too much for my gravity ; it was all over with the sermon
from the selected text, <o I made the inquiry, ‘ Where did that form come
from, was it from the Established Church? if so, no wonder it was rotten.
Let us have a talk about “Forms and Ceremonies.”’ I should scarcely (o
that now.”
(70 be concluded.)

By Pastor Hucir . Brown, M.A.

So they have laid thee, noblest hero of the century, in thy last resting-plice,
just as we hoped they would, wrapped round with the blood-stuined banner*
thou didst love so well, and with the sword upon the coffin thou didst wield
so gloriously for God ! Sleep on, weary frame, to wake up on the resurrection
morning, no more “a mass of misery,” but strong with the elastic vigor of
eternal youth. God guards thy dust until the. Saviour claims His blood-bought
heritage ; meanwhile, brave spirit, thou thyself, beloved brother, art with the
Lord, crowned with immortal honor before the Throne. Does heaven’s melody
break forth when, alongsome dusty lane of earth, with limping gait, a tattered
prodigal seeks pardon and his father's home? Then verily a mighty strain
of gladness mist have rung out in the celestial city when Charles Haddon
Spurgeon, noblest witness for the trath of God since the days of the much-
maligned Baptist Bunyan, entered the pearly gates. He scee the Lord ! lo,
there is wondrous joy and pleasure streaming from the Saviour’s glorious
face ! ** Servant, well done,” rings through the courts of heaven. Do they
sing up there? Surely the ““spirits of just men made perfect” must utter
praise to God, for melody is not confined to lumps of eluy. Hark to the
strain :—* Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and His I'ather, to lim
be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen” Yes, heaven would be no
heaven to C. H. Spurgeon if he were not occupied with one incessant praising
of Jesus Christ, who loved him and gave Himself for him.

From the evening when I received the startling telegram—* Will you
preach for me, Sunday, Dec. 11th ? SrurGEON."—until the last-letter enclosing
£50 (a personal subscription) for the work in Ireland, Mr. Spurgeon's kindnexa
and sympathy kknew no change. Why he made me xo much his deblor in
this respect, has always been, and must remain, n mystery, oxcept indeed it
be because he had drunk in so much of the spirit of Him whose grace and
love to me eternity can alone declare. Many precious letters, written by bim
in days of heaviness and overwhelning work, lie in my desk—too kind and
precious to bear publicity—full of tenderness, sympathy. and counsel concerning
the cause in Ireland. Never came I across a man so unaffectedly grateful for
the smallest act or word of sympathy—-such was the gold of Ophir to his sonl.
Wae this beeange he loaned so close upon the Master's breart, and canght the
throbbings of that gracious heart? Then verily ave there springs of joy in

* They sang nround his grave, ‘‘ There is a fountaiu filled 7\\;irti|—blqcﬁ," and buried
hix old Bible with the hero himself.

I
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heaven we have scarcely even thought upon—one look of sywpathy for Christ
will evoke a lavish and prodigal reward. Give it, then, brother—the investment
18 & rare one.

The firet time I came into close contact with Mr. Spurgeon was, strangely
enough, during the heat and din of the Down-grade controversy. Stopping
the entire week at Westwood, it fell to my lot, as to few others, 1o understand
the inner workings of his heart throughout that painful time. It has been
sald that he ambitioned the role of a dictator, and sought to found a
denomination. Were it indeed so. this he could have easily accomplished,
but I dure assert most positively, fromn the closest scrutiny, that never rose
there up within his breast a yearning for self-glory—he Leheved most firmly
throughout that the war was of God—his Master's honor being at stake. For
Christ alone he fought ; to impute jezlonsy and meaner motives is as lndicrous
as it is false. Whom had he to be envious of? DBut he wuas jealous for the
rruth and glory of the Liord God of Hosts, and yet the snhapping of old
fellowships nearly broke his tender heart, and would bave done so, were it
not that God’s own love more than ever filled up the saddened void. I have
seen him walk to and fro in a perfect agony of sonl—praying. hoping for some
lnophole of escape, some way of linking peace with honor, but none appeared,
and God's will to him being paramount, right through antagonisms and
friendships alike be went for Clirist and His glory. Still the wan who spoke
snch forceful, pointed, licn-like words in public, wag silently weeping away his
life in private. He hit hard, yet suffered more himself in hitiing than even
those he combated, for in his heart he loved them much; but over and nbove
nll else, he loved the Master more.

Nor did Mr. Spurgeon. to my knowledge, ever strive to influence the action
of those whose policy he might have easily swiyed, -but lelt each brother with
perfect freedom to stand or fall to his own Master—only once, during that
trying week, did he, in a moment of fierce indignation for God, exclaim,
*IFriend, I ndjure you solemnly, be fuithful at all bazards to the truth ”; yet
the next morning, after probably a sleepless night, fearing list personal in-
fluence should take the pluce of higher cluims, he said, * Act freely by yonr
conscience as God bids you, irrespective of my advice of yesterday.” This I
did, and feund myself one of a winority of seven the Monday lollowing at the
City Temple. Mr. Spurgeon afterwnrds remarked, * Were I present. 1 would
liave vored with the reven.” I never knew a tman who had less of self about
him, although at times he necessarily appenred somewhnt egotisticnl in publie,
a8 all born lenders of men mnst, yet not the smallest shandow ol egotisi was
ever visible ncross the benuty of his inner private lifo at Weslwood.

Westwood, ah, how sweet and fragrant nre tho memories! Truly a howe,
the sacred joy of heart responding to heart—a God-twade marringe—the
simple, gentle spirit waiting anxiously to know how ler dear husband had
fought the battle for his Saviour's honor. Yes, God male n helpmeet for
C. H. Spurgeon. Does thine heart bleed to-day, honored sigier?  Nay, we
would dare hope that love, so pure and strong and true, hns visen Lo the
diuniry of seeing lonely, selfish sorrow swamped in the grent whirlpool of thy
loved one’s joy—till soon the fellowship of enrth be renewcd for uye in heaven.

As silple as a litdle child in home life—plnying with his dogs, finding a
source of vippling merriment all round. I know he Inughed to the glory of
God, .nnd so could pray immediately after, nnd no one even drentu the twansi-
tion irreverent or strange. He was at home with God, and had no secrets
f!'om his _Father. No believer he in the higher life—xo called ! Yet did he
live continually in the Master’s presence, and knew, I feel convinced, of
absolutely nothing unsurrendered in his will to God.  Many remember those
Friday evening watherings at Westwood, afler Conference, wus wondrous
seasons of heavenly joy. Surely the loving Saviour was nlways Lhere—
gratified to hear such laud and wention of His namc in prayer snd praise and
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conversation—the delight, as brother after brother told of God's power and
mercy in converting souls, on C. H. Spurgeon’s face, was in itself a benediction.
Yes, he loved his Lord intensely, and gloried in the triumphs of redeeming
grace. So great a man, and yet so simple, with a great child-heart—or rather
so siuple because so great—I never knew his rival. ‘“ Thy gentleness hath
made me great.”

And then his work—always at it—correcting sermons, writing articles,
dictating letters, caring for the widows, tending the orphans (who almost
worshipped him, and yet felt quite at home in the great man's presence),
guiding his students, praying over churches, etc., etc.—a genuine John Bull
of the very best type—a son of toil—handicapped by gout and weariness, yet
doing more in one day than most hard-working men could accomplish in a
week ;—what wonder he wore out at fifty-seven. The early morning saw him
hard at work, though all the day meant business. Methodical, punctual,
systematic, e wrought wonders, yet, Luther-like, believed it true economy of
time to pray harder when he laboured most; thusdid the well-oiled machinery
roll on 1n swift yet easy motion.

Great, gifted, golden-mouthed orator, I know he never dared to face an
audience on his own charges, relying upon human power—fain would he speak
for God,—as God (1 Peter iv. 11), then must it be by God. Often have we
prayed together in his study before buckling on the armour he entered the
field of conflict, and always was the burden of his ery, ¢ Ah, Lord, I cannot
speak ; I am a child. Thou must undertake for me.” He went forth from
God, and the result was glorious victory.

How he did suffer. I well remeinber, when he asked Mr. T. R. Warner
and myself one year, after Conference, to visithim at Eastbourne. Gladly we
availed ourselves of the privilege and pleasure, only, alas! to find him going
through a fiery furnace of pain ; still, amid his anguish, the great heart of the
man rejoiced over the Lord’s work. Expressing the hope that he would soon
be hetter ; how the response burnt into our very souls, “Tam a mass of misery.”
We prayed, he groaned ** Amen,” but scarcely could lead in audible petition
himself, so great his agony ; yet love for souls and Ireland constrained a few
broken utterances, and so we parted. Thank God, he is past all pain now, in
the unclouded sunshine of the King’s own face. But I believe Mr. Spurgeon
has been working on steadily, fighting death inch by inch for years with the
protracted heroism of a Smithfield martyr.

How calin and self-forgetful. When Dr. Parker’s “ open letter ” eppeared,
with its bitter, un-Christ-like criticism, many were only panting for the
opportunity of exposing Sanballat. I was down to speak, along with others,
that evening. Leaning over, he asked, as a special favour, that ull references
to Dr. Parker be avoided. At this, it was impossible to conceal iy chagrin
and disappointment, for all Irishmen dearly love a fight ; but at last he .extor.t,ed
a reluctant promise  Wisely enough, however—thinking that Hibernian
proclivities might ontrun even the restraints of veracity—he dropped me out
of the programme altogether, and told me, laughingly, the reason alterwards.
“ The King’s commandment was, Answer him not.” .

I remember seeing some of the correspondence alluded to by Mr. David
Davies, and hear my testimony that the witnessof the honoured Brighton pastor
is true—C. H. Spurgeon always made himself a willing footstool to raise Christ
higher in the estimation of his fellow-men, but Joseph Darker, alas! in
endeavouring Lo altain notoriety by wounding cruelly a fellow-soldier, forfeited
thereby any measure of local popularity he enjoyed as possessing single-
mindedness of purpose for the Master’s glory.

And now the clarion voice is hushed, the kindly heart has censed to beat,
the loyal standurd-bearer hus been called hometrom foreign service. e had
hoped to see and hear him in Dublin—indeed he promised mmc to como—that
joy ean never now be ours.  All who knew C. H. Spurgeon will miss him till
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they join him. Yet, Lord, it was wondrous love to lend such a gift to Thy
Church for twoscore years. There could be only one Elijah, and there can be
only one C. H. Spurgeon, yet the living Christ can raise Elisha if He will.
One thing we know—the Calvinism which made our buried hero strong,
forbids our trembling for the ark of God. We bow in silence before the
mysteries of our loving Lord’s wise will, and, though the shadows fall heavily
across our hearts and homes and churches, glory in the thought they are but
heralds of the coming dawn—not of the deepening night. Till then, loved
friend, farewell ! Good-night! Good-night! Redeemed through blood—the
blood of Christ’s priceless substitutionary sacrifice—we wait to meet thee
when the morning cometh.

By Pastor T. WHITESIDE, BALLYMENA.

IN common with other brethren trained in the saine institute, I have many
pleasing recollections of the Pastor’s College and its late President ; it might,
therefore, interest some of our readers if, firsi, I stated briefly how I came to
be there.

Constraint being laid upon me to preach the Gospel, and feeling the need
of being better qualified for this important work, an intense desire for
admission to the Pastor’s College took possession of my mind. After much
earnest prayer for Divine guidance, without consulting with flesh and blood,
I determined to write to Mr. Spurgeon and lay the matter before him, which
I did, telling him my desire, circumstences, etc. ; that to have pence of mind I
must put myself in his way; all would depend on his decision ; if accepted, I
wus prepared and willing to give myself up entirely to the work. To this
communication Mr. Spurgeon promptly sent the following reply :—

““Dear Si1,—The college is at present so full that I cannot receive any more
till next August. It will not, therefore, be in my power to give any unswer to your
application for some months. At the same time, if you consider it well to persevere,
and cap wait, you can obtain a form of application by writing to Mr. Page, Pastor’s
Cullege, Newington Butts, . E.—Yours truly, C. H. Srunarox.”

The requisite formn being obtained, duly filled up, and returned with
testituonials, on the 28th day of June, 1877, I received the following :—

“Dear S1r,— You can come to the college—it commences its next term Auy. Gth.
Muy the Lord be with you in this step.—Yours truly, C. H. Spunaron.’

On the 5th day of August, 1877, I was one of the great crowd that thronged
the Metropolitan Tabernaocle, and had the oft-longed-for gratification of seeing
nn_d hearing Mr. Spurgeon preach for the first time, his text on that occnsion
being Hebrews xiii. 20, 21.  On the following Mondny evening, nfter the
prayer-meeting, he invited all the new students who were prosent to meet him
in the vestry ; there we had our first introduction to the honoured President,
who gave to each a firm grip of the hand, with a suitable and kind word of
welcome, promising, at the same time, if any should kill himsolf with hard
study, he would bear the expense of burial. Neither time nor space will ullow
e to go 1uto minute details of college life—extending over n period of three
years and three months—or to tell of the great and many privilages enjoyed
w"mle si.l.ting ot the feet of our beloved President—henring his words, imbibing
his spirit, and enjoying his pithy and witty sayings. Ilis visits were nlways
looked forward to with the utmost pleasure and delight. On one occnsion he
entered the large class-room where we were all nssembled, and after addressing
& word of cheer and stimulus to us, he turned to the venerable senior tutur.
Mr. Rogers (who never saw eye to eye with us in believer’s baptism}, whow
he congratulated on his juvenile appearance and geod looks, the renson being,
a8 he supposed, that he had * trusted in God and kept his body dry.”
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On »oother oceasion he favoured us with what might be called a flying
visit. Previous to his coming he had been reading some rather severe
criticisms of John Calvin and his writings. In addressing us he made a
rfar astic allusion to these erities, and said, “ If they were all piled up, one on
the rop of another, they would not be the height of John Calvin’s big toe.”

\When my term at college had expired, I was called to work in Ireland,
under the auspices of the B. and I. B. H. M. The President being unwell at
the time, I had not the privilege of the private interview he granted to any of
the brethren who were going out ; I was therefore obliged to write, to tell him
of the call given me and seek counsel as to what I should do. The reply,
written by himself] was as follows :(—

““ DEar WHITESIDE,—Go—I think that it is the very thing for you. I never
pretend to understand Irishmen. but I think you would conciliate and retain and
build up even those ethereal spirits. You are, in my estimation, worthy of any
position, and therefore likely to. prosper in the one offered to you ; it has the grand
attraction of great need and little reward

" ““Go, and the Lord go with you ; and if at the end. of three manths you do not

see your way, come here to the College again.—Yours truly, ¢ 1. Spurgron.”

Thanks be unto God for bringing me under the influence of dear Mr.
Spurgeon ; ever shall I esteem it an honour to have been in any way associate:
with him who was one of the best and greatest of men. The sad intelligence
of his death almost overwhelmed me with grief; but in my deep sorrow God
graciously gave this timely word of comfort, which served as a text on the
following Lord’s day, *‘ Behold, I die; but God shsll be with- you and brinwu
you into the land of your fathers.” ‘The memory of the just i~ blcssed.”
* He being dead, yet speaketh.”

By Pastor ALFRED G. HaSTE, CARRICKFERGUS.

My heart is filled with mingled feelings : of joy unspeakable on the one hard
when thinking of the great honour and privilege enjoyed in being permitted
to enter the Pastor’s College, thus coming beneath the powerful influence « f
such a mighty preacher of the Gospel ; of heart-felt sorrow on the other hand
because of the reason for which these words of mine have been invited.
Strange to say, though born in London, I had not seen Mr. Spurgeon nor heard
much about him till after my conversion, in the year 1879 ; shortly after this.
the most important event in my life, I was taken to hear him preach at the
Tabernacie on a Thursday evening, and the first sermon I heard him preach
was from the words: “In the world ye shall have tribulation : but be of good
cheer ; I have overcome the world.” The sermon was such as you may
imagine would be most helpful and encouraging to a new convert ; and from
that evening Mr. Spurgeon had won another youthful admirer. No preacher
has ever exercised an equal influence over me with C. H. Spurgeon ; always
after hearing him preach I longed and yearnedto go forthtothe field and scatter
the good seed of the kingdom. To listen to him preach was a spiritual treat
and an inspiration for service ; again and again, weary with college work,
would I strive 1o spare an hour to attend the “ Tab.” on a Thursday evening,
in order to get a “lift up,” and never was I disappointed. When engaged
in Christian work connected with the Tabernacle, I had occasion to correspond
with him several times, and I was forcibly struck with his business-like
manner, exhibited in his replies, for, notwithstanding his many engagements
and extensive and varied correspondence, invariably I would get an answer
to my letter next day, in his own hand writing, not merely a bare acknowledg-
ment, but a word of cheer and encouragement. Lvery Friday, hqalth
permitting, he would visit the college to lecture to us on a variety of ‘sub|ects
which would be helpul to us in our life’s work : the-¢ were * Gooa ¥ ridays”
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indeed, and were looked forward to with delight. If, with Solomon, we found
“ much study a weariness of the flesh,” Mr. Spurgeon’s talks with us then
were a most reviving tonic, and enabled us to face the next week with its
“conjugations and declensions” in a cheerful spirit. Afier his lecture he
would adjourn to his private room, and be prepared to see any of the brethren
who might be desirous of having an interview with him. During these
interviews many of us know how readily he agreed to help us in building a
chapel, by recommending our scheme, becoming the Treasurer of the fund,
and offering to assist us out of his own pocket. Whilst in college, [ conducted
setvices in a small hall in the country ; I had one of these interviews with
him respecting the building of a chapel. In the course of conversation, [
mentioned the fact that the friends complained of worshipping in the hall
because they were annoyed by unpleasant visitors in the shape of fleas ; with
a merry twinkle in his eye, he remarked, * That was a blessing in one way,
for they would help to keep the people awake.” During these private
interviews ‘he would give his advice and counsel in times of difficulty, and
words of stimulus in seasons of trouble and depression. Truly, he was often
found to be the ‘‘mourner’s cheer” and the ‘‘clue of the maze.” Once or
twice during the year we had the pleasure of visiting Westwood ; these were
“big days.” He would do all in his power to make our visits both enjoyable
and profitable. There was an entire absence of **stiffness” ; in the presence
of some great men you are repulsed, but he, like a magnet, drew you to him ;
and at once we were made to feel that he was a brother among brethren.
We shall never forget how he used to conduct us through his fernery and hot-
houses, accompanied by his dog, * Punch,” which seemed to be as proud of his
master as any of us students. In these little tours round his grounds, he would
take delight in pointing out and describing the different objects of interest,
saying, “Brother, So-and-so sent this from such and such a place.” FHerenany
happy seasons were spent by Mr. Spurgeon : taking up his position under a
tree, and the students would sit round him on the grass, and then he would
give them an opportunity of asking him questions on any subject they might
choose ; he would not promise to answer all the questions, Lut he would do
his best ; and I can assure you he proved himself to be a veritable cyclopxedia,
much to the enjoyment and edification of his questioners.

In April, 1889, he wrote me to come and see him at “ Westwood” about
preaching in Carrickfergus. After asking one of his secretaries to read the
letter to me he had received—stating the necessary qualifications the brother
must have he was to send—he turned to me and said, “ Well, what do you
think of that 2” [ said, “ 1 will do the best I can ; but of course I am only
human.” He replied, by saying in his characteristic way—* If [ should stick
a pin Into you, | should soon find out that.” And with his “ God bless you,”
1left to make my way to the Iimerald Isle. After leaving college we were
impressed with his deep gratitude for any help, however small, sent for the
college or any »f the institutions, it was always thankfully and heartily
?llqknO\\'ledged ; the lollowing letter, received a year ago, will serve to confirny
this :

“ DEAR MR. HASTE,~—The Lord reward you for yeur kind thoughtfulness of your
old friend. = Thank the Bible-class for so kindly remembering the Cillege.  Youhelp
to make my return a bright one.— Yours very heartily, WCOTT SPURGEON.”

Our dear Dresident, (riend and brother, will never be forgotten by us.
“ He being dead, yet speaketh,” and messages delivered in the class-room
and from the Conference Hall platform will ever linger m our memories.
The men of the A/ma-Mater will earnestly pray that the scit bardless sword
so skillully wielded by him, may soon be handed by our beisved Captain to
the right brother, who shall ¢o forth “ contending earnestly tor the faith which
was once for all delivercd to the saints)” and attacking the enemies of the
Lord and His truth. :



[
oD

The Irish Daptist Magaszine.

By PasTor P. A. HUDGELL, \WATERFORD.

As I take pen in hand to place on record my heartfelt admiration of my
deeply lamented and devoutly beloved president, whom the gracious Heavenly
Father has seen fit to remove from our midst, I am sensible at once of my
utter inability to at all adequately express my sincere appreciation of his
gracious spirit, unique talents, saintly character, and laborious life, and the
deep regret [ feel at his decease. As the son of one (the Rev. Geo. Hudgell
of Bristol} who had been converted, baptized and received into church
membership by him, and, moreover, had been in the closest association with
him for many years, I had learnt to love and honour him from my childhood ;
‘but it was not until the month of October, 1885, that it was my happy privilege
to make his acquaintance, when I made a personal application for admission
into his college. How can I ever forget the loving, fatherly way he greeted
me as a lonely young man in London’s busy and sinful city. Previous to that
first interview, in common with thousands, I esteemed Mr. Spurgeon as the
marvel of the age : a foremost preacher of *the old, ald story of Jesus and
His love,” and a philanthropist of no mean order ; but since, I have had
abundant reason to hold him in the highest regard as a dearly-honoured
president, a tender-hearted pastor, and a cheering and inspiring friend. What
golden days they were which we spent as his guests at his princely dwelling
at Westwood! With what paternal regard and friendly consideration he treated
us on those privileged occasions. What marvellously profitable times those
Friday afternoons were, when he unbent himself before us his pupils, and
gave us the grand results of his wide reading and diligent study of authors of
all characters! The humble, childlike spirit he exhibited, the free and easy
manner he wore, and the natural way in which he treated us to humour,
logic and wisdom of the profoundest and most sanctified kind, could not fail
to win our attention, affection, and heart adhesion to his person and principles.
How gratefully I look back to the Pastor’s prayer-meeting, which he conducted
with such wisdom and care on Thursdays, and also the service succeeding it
in the Tabernacle ! They were times of refreshing, indeed, from the presence
of the Lord. Can any of us describe at all fully the real seasons of blessing
that the Annual Conferences were to us? From the president to the obscurest
man present, all were conscious of a thrill of Divine power, and could realize
the immediate nearness of the King of kings. The dear president’s addresses,
in which he spoke to us out of his own soul, and brought to us rich treasures
that he had obtained from the depths of his varied and choice spiritual
experience, abounded with grace and sweet persuasiveness, and, as a natural
result, came home to our hearts with force. Little did we think that last
Conference would be the last we should be favoured with his company on
earth, or else, if it had been possible, we should have appreciated it more
than we did. May the eternal God make up to us our great loss in succeed-
ing Conferences by revealing himself very fully at them and showing to us
by many signs that his work of soul-saving and life-sanctifying has not
suffered by the event which has so completely unmanned every man of us.

I have precious recollections of some exceedingly choice interviews it was
my good fortune to have with Mr. Spurgeon. In entering, while in, and on
leaving the college of colleges, he lovingly took me by the hand and led me
into the palace of his royal sympathies and godly counsels. If one ever felt
discouraged and lempted to give up, a sight of his face, which reflected the
very sunshine of heaven, a grasp of his hand that was so frequently clasped
in the Master’s hand, and the sound of his bell-like voice which was so power-
ful in pleading for man with God and for God with man, would effect more
than any amount of exercise, dieting, or doctor’s'medicine in restoring flagging
energies and reviving drooping spirits. )

That he was a martyr for the Truth’s sake was fully evidenced in the
Down-grade controversy—a controversy that administered some keenly-felt
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blows to the champions of false doctrine, and undoubtedly did much good in
purifying the Church, and in clearly revealing the faithful preachers of God’s
Word, and in causing them to become even more faithful. How can we, as
his mourning students, act belter, as a sign of our reverence and love for this
master in Israel, than espouse the cause and faith he so nobly lived and died
for, and clearly reveal to onlookers that though Spurgeon is dead the prin-
ciples and doctrines which he loved still live.

Next to the name of Christ, the name of Spurgeon is engraven upon our
hearts. Why is this? Because the one is so akin to the other that in seeking
to follow our human master, we are also getting nearer to our Divine one.
‘We. whose joyful lot it has been to associate with him in any way, will ever
regard it as a distinct honour, a fact that will make us true to the all-sovereign
Lord, fearless in holding and proclaiming “ the faith once for all delivered to
the saints,” and holy in our conduct. His death is a call to arms to us who
are left behind. It becomes us to close in our ranks and work shoulder to
shoulder, so that the common foe may not be enabled to obtain any undue
advantage from the falling of the chief standard-bearer. Be it ours to live
while we live, to live under the influence of the judgment day and eternal
realities, with the conviction ever dominating us that Christ is ours and we
are His. We thank God with great heartiness for Spurgeon’s life. May we
all have abundant reason to thank Him with equal cordiality and sincerity
for his death, because of the many rich blessings flowing to us—with the
whole Christian Church—through it. * The Lord be thanked for Spurgeon,”
will be uttered by many lips in all succeeding ages, and ever by his devoted
and sorrowing pupil, P. A. Hudgell.

—————————————

AROUND THE GRAVE.

ﬁEVER perhaps was the greatness of Mr. Spurgeon more fully realized
than during the memorable funeral services held in the Tabernacle and
Norwood Cemetery. What a testimony was borne to his vast influence when
on Tuesday, February 9th, over 60,000 people passed through the Tabernacle
to gaze upon his bier ; when on Wednesday the Tabernacle was filled four
times by different congregations anxious to pay their tribute to his memory ;
when again on Thursday the vast building was thronged, and from Newington
Butts to Norwood Cemetery, all the way was lined with sympathetic and
sorrowing spectators as the vast procession, two miles in length, followed the
precious remains to the last resting-place “The whole city was moved,”
and many a one looking upon that plain olive-wood casket, which held all
that was mortal of the great hero, could have said, “ My heart is in the
coffin there with Spurgeon” We deeply regret that sickness prevented us
from being present to represent our I. . A., but we are glad to know that
the Baptists of Ireland were officially represented by Bro. T. R. Warner,
Dep. Sec. of the I. B. H. M. Pastors Hudgell and Marshall were also among
the mourners present, while among the tributes of affection which graced the
platform none was more striking than the beautiful floral harp sent by the
Baptists of Belfast. We would fain give a full account of all the scrvices
did space permit; as it is, we must be content with giving the closing part of
the very sympathetic description which appeared in the columns of the
dDaily Telegraph. The scene at the grave is thus depicted :—

‘‘But all eyes were soou fixed upon the massive coffin, at tho sight of which overy
hoad was bured. No flowers bedecked it, nor wus there oven n greon wrouth to
break the monotony of its polished surface. A better decorution, in the osteem of
most present, perhaps, was the oprn Tabernacle Bible, which still held its place
above tho heart of him who knew so well how to expound its truths, ‘There could
have been no happier uccessory thun that open Bible. It had the cffect of tho flng
for which warriors die, and. under the foldsa of which thay ure carried to burinl,
Advancing to the front of tho vault, while the mourners filled tho enclosure, und
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the remains were lowered to their resting-place, the Rev. Archibald Brown requested
that no one present would remain uncovered —a seusible .!sire instantly gratified.
Mr. Brown himself kept a soft felt hat upon his head. und « ore an Inverness cloak
closely buttoned up. throughout the proceedings, in whil' Lie took a leading part.
Scarcely had the Jast struggler from the procession taken his place before the services
began, and in their course there was a sound of full-voiced :nusic—never so impressive
as at the grave-side. It came from no trained choir, but from the lips of men
who sang out of the ‘abundance of the heart.” The tamous preacher loved the
music of the great congregation,” and it now rose from around his tomb into the
sombre sky—a full resonance, chiefly of male voices, with part above part in
harmonious order. Everybody knew both Lymn and tuue, and everybody joined
with an effect at once stately and touching. But even inore impressive was the
delivery by M. - Brown of the following address, partly enlogium, partly invocation,
and, as subdu. marmurs of sympathy and asseut mnde clear, wholly appropriate.
In clear, full tu..ex, broken now and then by emotion, th. officiating minister said =

‘¢ ¢Since it hath pleased our Heavenly Father, the S.vereign Lord of life and
death, to call away from this world the soul of our departed hrother, we therefore com-
mit his body to the grave— ‘earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust,” surely
expecting the coming of the day in which all that are in the grave shall hear the
voice of the Son of God, and shall come forth, . . . Beloved president, faithful
pastor, prince of preachers, brather beloved, — dear Spurgenn, we bid thee, not fare-
well, bur, only for a littie while, good night! Thou shalt 1ise noon at the first dawn
of the Resurrection Day of the Redeemer. Yet is unosthe “Good night' ours to
bid, but thine. It is we who linger in the darkness ; thou artin God’s own light.
Our night, too, shall soon be past, and with it all our weeping. Then with thine
our song shall greet the morning of a day that knows no cloud nor close, for * there
is no night there.”” Hard worker in the field, thy toil is ended. Straight has
been the furrow thou hust ploughed. No looking back has marred thy course ;
harvests have fullowed from patient sowing, and heaven is already rich with thine
ingathered sheaves, and shall be still enriched through years yet lying in eternity.
Champion of God! thy battle, long and nobly fought, is over. The sword which
clave to thy hund has dropped at last; a palma brauch takes its place. No longer
does the helmet press thy brow, oft weary with ity surging thoughts of battle. A
victor's wreath from the Great Communder's hand has already proved thy full
reward. Here for a little while shell rest thy precious dust. Then sball thy Well-
beloved come, and at His voice thou shalt spring from thy couch of earth, furhioned
like unto his body in glory. Then spirit, soul, and body shall maguify thy Lord’s
redemption. Until then, beloved, sleap. We praise Gnd for thee, and, by the
Blood of the Everlasting Covenant, hope and expect 1o praise God with thee.’

““The words of the rpeaker were too much for muny present. Over ull came a
sound of weeping, strong men giving way to gricf live women, and sobbing se
though the henrt would break. One thought, at that moment, ot the words whish
bad just befure been read intbe Tabernacle: * And divout men carried Stephen
to his burial and made great lamentation over him.” llumun nature is very much
now what is was when the first deacon of the Christiau Church was done to death,
The prayer usual on these occusions was offered by the Rev. Dr. Piersun, to an
aceompruiment of murmured interjections, and then the Bishop of Rochester, advanc-
ing to the front of the platform, pronounced the np stolic benediction with uplifted
hand. So ended the rimle ceremony, aud, while sume of the crowd lingered to
catch a glimpse of 1he voffin as it lay in the vauit, others descended the hill and
went out into the noixy world, where policemen, in greater force than ever, sought
to make orderly u recthing crowd. Tt is suid thut the Spurgeon vaulb will be sur-
mounted by u bronze siatue of the eloquent ministor, with changoless face turned
towards the distant Tabernacle, looking over un army of the dead.”

On the day of the funeral, a memorial service was held in St. George's Hall,
Belfast, by the Baptists of that eity, when Dr. Usher deliverad an address which
has been published asw penny pamphlet. It is very good  The Doctor gives some

touching personal recollections, but in the main, by uppropriate quoutation, lets the
late President speak for hiwself.  The address as a who'v is a graceful tribute to the
loved one’s memory, and we bespeak for it a bearty wecome. The profits on the

side will be ziven to the >tockwell Orphanage. .
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FOR OUR YOUNG PEOPLE.

m}: cannot do better this month than give our young readers a copy of the
letters that recently passed between dear Mr. Spurgeon and the children
of Stockwell Orphanage, in the hope that the sweet words about the Lord Jesus
may be made a blessing to each one. The following letter from the children,
signed by the premier girl and boy for the year, was forwarded to the President :

‘ Stockwell Orphanage, Clapham Road,
“ London, 8. W., December 22nd, 1891.

“To our Beloved President. * Dear Mr. Spurgeon,—Christmas comes but
once a year, and then we say to one another what we think and feel all the
year round. . . .

“We did not write to you when you were so ill, but we prayed for you
every day, that God would make you well again, for what should we do
without you? .

““We have been made so happy ever since we knew you were getting
better ; and now we want you to get quite wsll, and be able to come and see
us at the Orphanage ; and we want to hear you at the Tabernacle again. for
you always have a nice message for us. .

“We think we ought to be very happy boys and girls, and so we are :
and it is our own fault if we are not as good as we ought to be. Everybody
is kind to us, and you are our dearest earthly friend.

“We thank dear Mrs. Spurgeon for her love to us, and we are so glad
that God has made her well enough to be with you in Mentone. We hope the
change will do her much good. and that she will be quite well and strong again.

*We hardly knew what to send you, but we have now agreed to send you
an English flower to wear on Christmas day. You have more lovely Howers
in France, but we hope you will like these qnite as well, as they come from
your loving boys and girls in the Orphanage.

*When your letter is read to us on Christmas day, we shall be snre to
wish you and dear Mrs. Spurgeon a * Merry Christmas,’ as we feel sure onrs
will be, and a very * Happy New Year/’—Signed for nll the boya and girls,

“IKate Bisuor.
“ EnNesT Jasmes Banson.”

To this letter 1l: ! -esident sent the following reply, which was read to
the children and t..  relatives at the meeting on Janunry 6. when they
bronght in their N. .+ Junr’s collecting-cards :—

‘“ Montone, New Yecar’s Duy.
“To Kat. ! <hop and lirnest James Barson, who represented
* Stockwell Orphanage.

** Dear Girls v i Boys,—Your flowers were very sweet, but tha post
people kept them :. " 1ys on tho road, and therefore when they eamo to ne,
they were—well, 1.. - » mind. [ knew what you meant. God bless you!

“ Flowers soon t...0, espocinlly when packed in a box, and sent by railway ;
but the love of Jenn~ to us is ever the same, and no distance or time ean make
it lose its bloon, Dvur children, do you ench one know thae sweotness of that
unfading Rose of Shuron and Lily of the Valleys ?

‘I send my love 1 you, with the best wishes of my heart for ench girl and
boy. I wish you n Happy New Year.

“T must not write much, for I ain still weak ; but I shonld like to siLy
that the good conduct of my dear children is a grent comfort to ne, and above
this, when T hear of hoys and girls converted, and believing in the Lord Jusus,
it makes my heart L) for joy. '

* May you all Iv- well, and do well, thronghout the yenr 18921

“Tam soglad 1 benr that youhad o merry Christmas. Itscems to mo that
our friends are kin.'«~ to us than ever, and wo must more and more GRIrNostly
pray ‘ God bless th.1: I’~Your loving friend, “C. II. Srurcrox.”
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Mr. Spurgeon also sent very beautiful New Year's cards to the orphans
who signed the children’s letter, and wrote on them as follows :-—
“Kate Bishop, from C. H. Spurgeon.

“ May He, who feeds the birds of the air, watch over you, and keep you

evermore ! Only be sure that you find a nest near the cross of Jesus, and no
harm can come to you.

“ Mentone, Jan. 1, 1892."
*“Ernest James Barson.

“May the Lord Jesus make you his good soldier, and keep you faithfal
and valiant! Enlist by faith, put on your armour by diligence, keep it bright
by holy service, and watch in all things unto prayer.

*“ So prays your loving friend,
“ Mentone, Jan, 1, 1892.” “C. H. SPURGEON.”
— From the Sword and Trowel, Feb , 1899,

B
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PARAGRAPHS FROM IRISH PAPERS.

Tre Ieisu TiMEs says:—

‘“The secret of his triumph arose from a combination of gifts as rare as they
were impressive. Heenjoyed a unique union of logic and fancy, so that while argu-
ment was scarcely ever absent, commonplace topics of ordinary life were irradiated
with a wealth of illustration positively amazing. A marvellous memory was always
at hand to supply him with stores of apposite ideas. Like Bishop Ryle, of Liverpool,
Mr. Spurgeon dealt extensively in language of the pure Saxon-English type, and
though voluble in speech always evinced the self-control which preserved him from
the empty vagaries of declamation. . . . . Oneday in a railway carriage when
the subject of conversation was Spurgeon’s preaching, one of the passengers ex-
claimed with considerable emotion, ‘ For seventeen years I had been an infidel, but
having heard that young man preach a few times my unbelief fled, and I have now no
greater delight than in attending on his ministry; he has been the means, in the
hand of God, of totally altering my religious views, my habits, and manner of life.’
The Lord Chief Justice of England meeting the Chief Commissioner of Police in
London at Mr Spurgeon’s Tabernacle, remarked, ‘ He has done much good, much
good.” This will be the general verdict.”

TaE NokrrErN WHIG says:—

¢ With him passes a disfinct and commanding personality, a force in the religious
world, the loss of which will be felt far beyond the limits of sect. Theclear, eloquent,
and striking sermons poured forth with phenomenal freshness week after week
through so many years were read in thousands of homes throughout the land, and
to their readers the news that the busy bLrain Las cesised to labour, that the hand
which wielded so powerful a pen is now still in death, will come as a grief almost
a8 personal as that experienced by his attached people of the Metropolitan Tabornacle.
Mr. Spurgeon was undoubtedly one of the most prominent men of his tiine, an
agent always prominent for good, and his decease is a fitting and natural cause for
such general sorrow.”

Tre Urster Ecio says:—

¢“ A princein the church has fallen. Tho Rev. C. H. Spurgeon was not porhaps
a great scholar or a great theologian, in the common acceptation of those terms,
but he was one of the greatest and most popular preachers of the age, and one of
the most voluminous writers. . . . . He was mneither flabby nor fanatical. He
was esseutially a manly man, who scorned asceticism, sacerdotalism, and humbug
of all sorts, The Christianity he inculcated was a Christianity of backbone and
muscle, a Christianity that could give a good uccount of itself, a Christiunity that
did not trouble itself with millinery or forms or schools, but appealed at once to the
head and heart by its clearness, simplicity, and mattor-of-fact sobriety and solidity.
It was the habit of some to sncer at his narrowness and his luck of classical scholar-
ship. If he was not & master of cla-sical litcrature or u deep student of {he Fathers,
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he knew his mother-tongue as few men knew it, and could wield it with powerful
effect. . . . . He wasa well-rounded, whole- hearted, clear-headed man, who
left an impress upon his age and time which will not soon be effaced. He leaves

no successor.”
Tee Brrrast NEWs-LETTER says:—

*Only those who have been impressed by attending a Sunday service in the
vast Metropolitan Tabernacle in South London can gauge the immense influence
Mr. Spurgeon has had over his numerous flock of attached followers. When I last
heard his grand voice within these walls, he preached with the vigour gained by a
holiday in the Riviera. His simple words and homely phrases, his implicit faith in
the Bible, his clear, penetrating delivery were as noticeable as of old. He was un-
questionably one of the most powerful pulpit orators in England ; and how much
this facility of speech alone means to a man was forcibly pointed out by the Marquis
of Salisbury in a great political speecb. But far and away the greatest claim of
Mr. Spurgeon to national admiration was that he practised as well as preached
Christianity. . . . How wonderfully, writes an impartial critic, he always
expressed and illustrated his creed—always fresh, vigorous, inspiring! Then his
voice, which filled every corner of the vast buildiog which served as a kind of
theatre for his wonderful displays of eloquence! Yet there was no ranting. His
tones, latterly at all events, were quiet, just as his style was simple, nervous, and
tersely Saxon.”
* THE BELFAST WITNESS says:—

*“ Tt is not too much to say that in his lamented death Christendom has lost its
kingliest and most representative man. 'We could have apared for him any number
of emaciated monks, any number of clever ecclesiastics, and nearly the whole
phalanx of the critice. Spurgeon wasaliving man, unique in his many-sided person-
alities, and inspired with the power of meeting the needs of a restless and inquisitive
generation, His sermons have been clear, simple, earnest living statements of the
Gospel of Christ. His life has been a consistent and unblemished testimony to the
%ower of tbat Gospel. Hissplendid genius has silenced the flippanoy of scepticism.

is boundless philanthropy has won the respect even of the most worldly and god-
less. His position in late years as a great publio taacher has been unprecedented. . . .
It is & treat of a very lofty kind to read one of his sermons attentively through.
There is hardly a siogle quality of intellectunl excallence that doss not entor into
his discourses. The thought is usually massive and profound. The arrangcmont
is always perfectly logical and artistio. The style is orystal-clear, the words alwaya
the very best and simplest, and the sentencos strong and ear.filling, with o melody
which lingers and bewitches. But the intellectual excellence of the sermons is loat,
a8 it ought to be, in the spiritual fervour and heavenly unction. Spurgeon earries
you away with him into tbe presence of Christ. He places the living Chriat so
clearly before you that your whele soul is filled with Him. You forget all about
the heautiful Saxon English, all about the flowing cloquence, und the harmonious
logic. Your whole being is stirred by tho sight of the living Christ. Spurgeon
never places himself between you and the Saviour.”

voooe

Last monlh we had time only to cast a hastily-plucked flower on the bior of onr
loved leader ; this month, with the help of other loving hands, we have sought to
weave a garland for his grave. In consequence of the space ungrudgingly given by
ue, and we trust also by our readers, we have had to postpone all ordinary wrticles,
Rerviews, Denominntional [utelligence, etc.

A Belfast well-wisher is thanked for his interesting communicntion.

Among the many sermons preached in memory of C. H. Spurgeon, that by
Pastor A. G. Brown of the East London Tabernucle takes first rank. Yew were so
intimate with the departed Lero as A. G. Brown, and out of his inmost heart Lie has
delivered this beautiful, pathetic, and truly eloquent address. It is rich in most
interesting persoual reminiscences, and the parallel between Spurgeon and Elijah is
skilfully and forcibly drawn, Mnny will be inclined to carry out the analogy, and
see i Brown the Llisha to our Elijah. The sermon, so worthy both of the preacher
and his subject, is sure to have a wide circulation. It is published by Banks & Sous,
London.  Price one penny.
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A FRIEND OF IRELAND.
By T. R. \WARNER.

N the death of Mr. Hugh Rose of Edinburgh, the Irish Baptist Home
Mission has lost one of its warmest supporters. We sincerely sympathize

with those that mourn the loss of such a father, and also with the church at
Dublin Street, now that from their fellowship has been taken such a gracious
counsellor and friend.

The writer had the pleasure of spending a few hours with him in October.
when he (Mr. Rose) entered with cousiderable warmth into our projects and
atms for the alvancement of Christ’s kingdom in Ireland. Although he had
outrun the aliotted span of human life, no one could judge at that time that
his feet were nearing the bounds of his earthly pilgrimage, he was so vigorous
in his deportment, so hale and hearty, that those who loved him might well
conclude that still a little louger period of service lay before him ; but alas!
such was not to be. No one that I ever met gave e such a seuse as he did
of a man in fe!lowship with God. You could not be in his presence for even
a few minutes without feeling you were conversing with *‘a friend of God,’
his genial face and kindly expression. so radiant with high hopes, prociaimed
him without words to be a disciple of Him ¢* who was holy, harmless, unde-
filed, separate from sinners.” Irish hearts would fain place a token of their
love upon the giave of agenerous friend. We bless God thou wert His friend,.
we praise Him thou hast heard the call, ** Friend, come up higher.”

-

¢ There’s not, a charm of soul or brow
Of all we knew and loved in thee,
But lives in holier beauty now
Baptized in immortality.”

BAPTISMS.

[As we wish to have this chronicle of Baptisms as complete as posstble, we trust our
Pastors will see that all Baptisms are duly reported n onth by month. —LEp. 1 R.M.]

Athlone. —Felauary 28th, one ; March Gth, two. by the pastor, I'' G Eland.

Belfast : Mounrpottinger—January 6th, two; February 25th, five, by the pastor,
R. Clark (in Ii-ent Street meeting-house, kindly lent for the occasion).

Belfast : Regen! Street —February 28th, seven; March 3rd, two, by the pastor,
C. 8. Douald

Derryneil. —Mrch 1st. two, by the pastor, George Rock.

Dublin : Harc urt Street—Mar. 2nd, eight, by the pastor, Hugh D. Brown, M. A

Lisnagleer.—1"-Lruary 7th, one, by Pastor .J. W. Pearce.

(B A SR W R ———— 5]

Tug Inscriprion ox TUHE COFFIN.

En coer-loving stemory of
CHARLES HADDON SPURGEON,
@ BORN AT KILVEDON, JUNE 19,1834 ;

FELL AsLEEP IN JESUS AT MENTONE, JaNUARY 31, 1892,

‘1 have fought a good fight, | have finished my course, | have
kept the falth.'' —i. 7'om. 1o, 7.
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“THINGS CONCERNING HIMSELF.”

II. CHRIST IN PROPHECY.

P N our last paper we glanced at the prophetic testimony
to the Humanity and Divinity of the Messiah ; let us
now briefly consider some of the prophecies relating
to the officsal character of Christ. Among Christians
it is accepted as part of the faith once delivered to the
saints, that Christ sustains to us the relations, and
performs for us the work, of Prophet, Priest and King.
We have seen how these aspects of His character are set before
us in the types of the Old Testament, and it is equally easy to
see them in the prophecies. Indeed, some would say that it is
because these functions were exercised among the Jews that
the prophets represented Christ as discharging them, and that
only in a figurative sense is our Lord invested with these oftices.
poe But this is not a matter of mere metaphor to us. Christ really
& i1s a Prophet, Priest, and King, and really performs on our
behalf the work appropriate to such offices; and we imagine that
one great purpose served by their estal.lishment among the Jews was to
typify the work of the coming Saviour and supply the prophets with
a real view of that work ; so that, using the figures they found around
them, they might the better set forth the grand reality.

(1) Christ as Prophet. When God spake to the people from Mount
Sinai, they trembled at the terrible sound, and entreated that they
should hear it no more, but that Moses should speak to them the word
of the Lord; and that incident was the occasion of that remarkable
prophecy of Moses, **The Lord thy God shall raise up unto thee a
Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me ; unto
Him shall ye hearken” (Deut. xviii. 15-19 ; Acts vii. 22, vi. 37). Itis
as the Prophet that Elihu gets a glimpse of the Messiah—the Messenger,
the Interpreter—who declares God’s righteousness, and prepares the way
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for man’s redemiption (Job xxxii, 23-28). It is as the Prophet that Isaiah
depicts Him when he represents Him as saying, *“ The Spirit of the Lord
is upon Me ; because the Lord hath anointed Me to preach good tiflings
unto the meek,” etc. (Isa. Ixi. 1) ; and that these words apply to Jesus of
Nazareth is put beyond all doubt by that striking scene in the synagogue
of Nazareth, when, having read this prediction, Jesus said, *“ This day is
this scripture fulfilled in your ears”; a statement which the hearers
could not gainsay, for “they all bare Him witness, and wondered at the
gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth.” And in response
to their unspoken desire for a display of His mighty deeds, He tells them
that “no prophet is accepted in his own country,” plainly implying that
He was a Prophet. The Jews seem to have expected a great prophet as
distinct from the Messiah : in the Book of Maccabees we have the hope
expressed of the arising of a faithful prophet, and in John i. 21, the Jews
ask John, after he had told them that he was not the Christ, if he is
‘““the prophet.” The Samaritans seem to have identified the Prophet
with the Christ, believing that when He came He would explain all
difficult matters (John iv. 26). The New Testament of course makes it
plain that the Prophet and the Christ are one. He spake as no man
ever spake. As Prophet He revealed the character and the will of God,
the need of men and the way of salvation, the doom of the wicked and
the destiny of His Church, and still by His Spirit does He teach His
people.

(2) Christ as Priest. In the work of Aaron and his successors the
people were taught the great value of the priestly office.  As the prophet
came to them from God and spake on His behalf, so the priest went from
them to God and acted on theirbehalf. In Aaron the spiritually-minded
might see the type of Christ, but it was when the glory of the human
priesthood was obscured in the dark days of Eli’s ungodly sons that we
have the first clear statement of the priestly work of the Messiah, In
the message of the unknown prophet to Eli we find these words (1 Sam.
iii. 35), “ And I will raise Me up a faithful priest, that shall do according
to that which is in Mine heart and in My mind : and I will build him a sure
house ; and he shall walk before Mine anointed for ever ”"— words that were
partially fulfilled in Zadok and his successors, but were never, and could
never be, fully realized by any earthly priest. ‘The Epistle to the Hebrews
shows how fully Christ answers to the description of the prophecy,
“ Merciful and faithful High Priest” (Heb. ii. 17); “The High Priest
of our profession, Christ Jesus, who was faithful to him that appointed”
(Heb. iii. 1, 2), etc. In Psalm cx. 4, Christ as a Priest is again set
before us, but a Priest after the order of Melchizedek, a greater than
Aaron. The prophecy begins by speaking of Christ as King and then
as Priest, and, as we before saw, the New Testament interpretation shows
that Christ was a Kingly Priest and a Priestly King—as Melchizedek
was king of righteousness, king of peace, and, atthe same time, priest of
the Most High God—a priest not subject to the changes of the Aaronic
priesthood, but abiding for ever. The prediction quoted from 1 Samuel
speaks of the priest walking “ before Mine anointed,” as if as yet to the
prophetic vision the two offices were distinct ; the passage in the Psalm
just noticed shows, by the help of the typical allusion, the blending of
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the two offices in the one personality ; and finally, Zechariah sees the one
Messiah wearing the insignia of priesthood and of royalty. The Man
whose name is the Branch, whose distinctive work is “ to build the temple
of the Lord,” and, by Divine decree and glad consent of all His people,
to ‘“ bear the glory,” is to ‘“sit and rule upon His throne,” and the most
cheering feature of His rule, that upon which the prophet dwells with
special empbhasis, is that ¢ He shall be a Priest upon His throne.”

(3) Christ as King. The first prediction which represents Christ as

. having dominion is that of Jacob concerning the tribe of Judah, « Until
Shiloh come, and unto Him shall the gathering (or the obedience) of the
people be.” Then Balaam, hired by a king to prophecy against Israel,
1s constrained by the Spirit of God to utter blessing instead of cursing,
and when, in his trance, he gets a glimpse of Israel’'s Messiah it is in the
aspect of a King (Num. xiv. 15-17), ““ A Star shall come forth out of
Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel.” Star and Sceptre—kingly
dignity and kingly dominion. As yet, however, Israel has no king but
God, but when afterwards a king is given to them, and they become
familiar with the idea, the prophecies all more or less have a regal tint,
and the Coming One is pre-eminently the Coming King. We can only
remind you of a few- of the many royal predictions, but these will readily
suggest others. In the 2nd Psalm the voice of Jehovah is heard above
all the tumult of earth, declaring, ‘* Yet have I set My King upon My holy
hill of Zion.” In the 24th we have the shout of the victors, * Lift up
your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors, and the
King of Glory shall come in.” The whole of the 45th Psalm is taken
up with the beauty of Christ the Kingly Bridegroom and the glory of
His kingdom. The 72nd Psalm, while it is a prayer for Solomon, is full
of a greater than Solomon. In the 89th Psalm it is the Lord Jesus who,
as the “seed of David,” *sits upon the throne for ever.” In the 110th,
only Christ can be meant in the language, *“ The Lord said unto my
Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy
footstool.” The babe that Isaiah sees born of a virgin isalsothe “Prince
of Peace,” of the increase of whose government there shall be no end ;
and as the prophet gazes on Him, he joyfully exclaims, “Behold a King
'shall reign in righteousness.” Jeremiah, the prophet of woe, catches
bright glimpses of his coming Lord, and, with rapture intensified by the
surrounding sorrow, cries, *‘ Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that
I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and
prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.” Ezekiel,
dwelling 'mid his wheels, sees in the course of Providence many
revolutions, but they are all to bring about the dominion of Christ,
 Overturn, overturn, overturn, . . until he come whoserightit is ; and
I will give it him.” Dawsd sees the rise and progress, the decline and -
fall of many mighty empires, but beyond all he sees the Son of Man
inheriting an everlasting kingdom. Hosea sees the repentant people of
Israel in the latter days seeking the Lord and David (the greater David)
their King. Micah sees the everlasting Ruler, coming out of Bethlehem
clad in the strength and majesty of Jehovah, who shall “ be great unto the
ends of the earth.” Zechariah, exulting in His near approach, cries,
‘*Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion, shout, O daughter of -Jerusalem,
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behold thy King cometh unto thee”; he follows his varied course
through gloom and through glory until the strong conviction is born in
his heart and expressed in the glowing words, ‘‘ The Lord shall be King
over all the earth.” The Jews, at the coming of Christ, felt so much
their need of a conquering king that they overlooked all the other aspects
of His work and eagerly listened for the sound of His chariot-wheels.
The enthusiastic multitude, thrilled by Christ’s wondrous words, and
astonished at His wondrous deeds, desire by force to make Him a king,
and precede Him on His entry into Jerusalem with the glad shout,
“ Hosanna to the Son of David.” We know how slow the disciples were
to learn that Christ did not come as a carnal ruler but as a spiritual
King, that the way to the crown lay by the Cross; but when taught by
the Spirit to know the true nature of the Messiah’s sway they bear
jubilant testimony to His true Kingship, It was their delight to show
that the predictions of Messiah’s royalty were all fulfilled in the Man of
Nazareth, that God had made the Crucified “both Lord and Christ,”
that there was *‘another King, even Jesus.” A. M'CalG.

(To be continued.)
——— ] O P G—————

AMONG THE IRISH CHURCHES.

HE annual report of our Irish Baptist Home Mission chroni-
cles a most signal and satisfactory advance during the year of
grace, 1891. Two new churches have been formed, and one
hundred and fourteen baptized in connection with our mission

? gtations (being an increase of nearly 50 per cent over 1890),

besides many other indications of revival and blessing. The income

exceeded £2,000, and our accounts close with a substantinl balance in

the Treasurer's hands. For all these many tokens of Divine approval,

we right heartily thank our covenant-keeping God and take courage.
Owing to a steady increase of pastoral responsibilities, Mr. Hugh D.

Brown felt reluctantly compelled to resign the position of Hon. Secretary

to t1e Mission (which he has occupied for nearly four years). At last

me: ting of the committee Mr. T. R. Warner was unanimously olected to
the secretariat, and Mr. Brown appointed Chairman of Committee—the

Hzrourt Street pastor still desires to help in every spiritual way possible

the interests of the Churchesand Mission, but feels the necessity of absolute

freedom from secular and pecuniary correspondence. This change will
in no way, however, affect the aims and prospects of our Society.

Lisnagleer Church has, after an interval of patient waiting upon
Ccd secured Mr. J. W. Pearce of Cork as pastor. Mr. Pearce will
coicmence his ministry in May, and we earnestly pray for a glorious
summer of revival blessing. Our energetic brother has worked nobly at
Cork, and will carry the same cnthusiasm northwards. Cork and
Liiserick churches seek permanent pastors. Pray that the Great
Shepherd niay speedily raise up under-shepherds fully qualified to tend
aud care the flock.
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The Ballykeel brethren have welcomed Mr. James Hodge of Dublin
as their pastor. He and Mrs. Hodge went down last month to this
country district, with bright and trustful hearts. May their highest and
holiest ambitions be most abundantly realized.

Mr. Jardine's mission at Banbridge has been much owned of God
—souls have been converted and several believers immersed and added
to the church fellowship. This greatly cheers our Brother Marshall;
thus, he that soweth and he that reapeth rejoice together. We joy most
cordially in their gladness. May the Lord visit all our churches with
similar tokens of His quickening grace.

The anoual meeting of the Phibsboro’ Church, Dublin, was a most
encouraging and stimulating one ; and Pastor Bury and his indefatigable
co-workers are to be most heartily cougratulated that the Lord has so
clearly led them to a district where simple evangelical testimony for tle
truth of God is so sorely needed.

The annual gatherings at Harcourt Street were also times of
refreshing from the presence of the Lord, development and progress
being reported in connection with every department of Christian service.
Some seventy believers were baptized during 1891, and many souls born
from above ; while the amount raised for all purposes reached the total
of £1,800. There were three special anniversary meetings, at one of
which Pastor A. M‘Caig cheered our hearts by an address full of spiritual
power and sweetness.

Friends will kindly remember that the annual meetings of the
Irish Baptist Association are to be held in Dublin this year, 24th,
25th, and 26th of May (p.v.)

It is with most profound regret we learn that our esteemed President-
elect, Mr. M‘'Caig, purposes leaving Ireland after Easter for the
responsible and honoured post of tutor in the Pastors’ College, Newington,
He will, however, be present at our gatherings, and deliver his nddress,
whioh will in itself, we doubt not, repay brethren for the journey to the
metropolia,. The Pastors’ College is indeed extremely fortunate in
securing the services of our gifted brother, but our logs is great. Brannox-
town and Ireland will miss Pastor M‘Caig for many years

Dr. M‘Bride is still working with all the energies of his great heart
and brain for Irish interests in the United States, We are glad to report
that the money is slowly but stendily coming in, and hope, ere the
Association meetings, to have a right cheery report; our good friend
craves au interest in the prayers of Irish Buptists, Brethren, importune
for this true hero before the throne of grace. Pastor E. W. Qakes,
an Irishman by birth, has just arrived from Boston to devote his time
and talents for some months in labouring for the Lord in his loved native
land. He ocomes accredited by Dr. A. J. Gordon and the Ciarendon
Church. We bid thee hearty welcome, brother, and send our grateful
thanks across the ocean to Drs. Gordon, Macarthur and M‘Bride, for ull
their generous aid and Christ-like symputhy.
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PERSONAL REMINISCENCES OF THE LATE
C. H. SPURGEON.

By PASTOR W. USHER, M.D.
(Concluded).

FITH intense earnestness, I heard him thus speak during one of
my frequent visits to the College, when pastor of a London church.
A brother from our ranks, a favourite of the President, had joined
the Established Church, and just at that time this excuse for
changing was sometimes made : * There is so much unrest in
Baptist Churches, the ministers have no peace in them.”
Commenting on the recent changes, he said, “ Brethren, our system of church
government was made for men, not for things ; unrest—forsooth ! it reminds
me of a man who, determined to ride, commenced his attempt by facing the
horse’s tail, and essays to ride him so. Not being accustomed to such handling,
the animal kicks, and off gues the rider, only to make a similar attempt
with other horses. At last, faring no better, he says, ¢ I am disgusted with
this, I'll get a rocking-horse’ ; of course it must go as he goes, up and down
—up and down at his will. That rocking-horse is the Established Church.
I would rather be the pastor of a hundred people who elected me because
they loved me, than of thousands who were but slaves.” At a meeting about
that time to arrange for the Conference, he thus prayed for such men:
“Lord, one has left us ; whip him bard, and bring him back, or so use him to the
downfall of that which contains so much that isrotten.” For others he prayed
thus : *“Some of our brethren, Lord, have had but little success this year.
do not let them get proud and puffed up; others have been wondrously
prosperous, Lord, do not let them be desponding or discouraged.”

I think it was on this occasion that, at Mr. Spurgeon’s suggestion, we had
the * Sermon Bee” ; speaking to me of the report of it, which afterwards
appeared in The Sword and Trowel, he remarked, “ Were not the notices
good, as an effort of memory on my part?” Anyone who has seen them
will not be inclined to deny him his meed of praise.

The speeches of Mr. Spurgeon in the Tabernacle, at the meetings of the
Liberation Society, have, no doubt, been reported. Here is the substance of
one I heard him deliver. He appeared on the platform (unexpectedly, |
believe), and coming forward, amidst loud applause, his soft felt hat grasped in
his hand, said, *“ The trammelling of ministers by the Law-established Church
reminds me of an amusing farm-yard scene. The geese and poultry feeding
near the barn—the dog in kennel just near—when Reynard approaches to
steal 2 meal. The dog makes frantic efforts to reach the thief, but is held
by chain and collar ; if only he were free, ah | then So many of the
ministers are excellent men, who could do good service against evil—if they
were not bound.” Then in his characteristic way, and amid great excitement,
he exclaimed, lifting high his hands, “ Loose them, loose them, and let them

0-"
g His bravery and presence of mind are apparent from the following incident,
which I heard him relate, although at this distance of time I cannot vouch
for every word. A man went to him in the Tabernacle, and inquired if he
were “the Mr. Spurgeon who made jokes?” Seeing the sort of man with
whom he had to do, Mr. Spurgeon said, * Well ! | never made good ones ;
you are thinking of my brother.” ** No,” said the man, *you are the person ;
1 have come to kill you, because you have destroyed all my nerves.” “Oh!
it must be my brother, he makes capital jokes ; he lives at Croydon—you
had better ask him.” As, however, nothing seemed to pacify the man, Mr.
Spurgeon, rising and assuming a bold front, said, * Did you not tell me that
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I had destroyed all your nerves? Well! put down that stick, or I may break
every bone in your body.” The man did as commanded, and was ordered
to leave the room ; when once he was on the outside of the door, you may be
sure it was well secured.

How little, comparatively, we hear of his boyhood or youthhood. I have
treasured one story, which I heard in Eynsford nearly twenty years since.
The gentleman in whose house I stayed told me, with evident pleasure, that
he had been a pupil of Mr. Spurgeon when usher at school. He well
remembered the first appearance of the youthful master amongst them, the
looks of surprise on’ the faces of the boys, and their sayings, such as, *‘ Are
we going to say our lessons to that cub? Not if we know it,” etc., etc.
But before many days they were thoroughly under his control ; and not long
after, some of them were writing papers on missions, etc. What a
hearer he was, too. When at service on Lord’s Day, the boys would
nudge each other to call attention to the eagerness with which *the
master’ drank in the words of the preacher. And sucha memory! On one
occasion, in school, he was observed reading a book which engrossed his
attention greatly, and he laughed and cried by turns ; afterwards he promised,
on certain conditions, to tell us about the book. It was ‘Uncle Tom’s
Cabin’; and after the second reading he could almost have recited it.” Those
of us who have only known Mr. Spurgeon in his maturity, could scarcely
imagine him running a race ; yet my host continued, * I ran a race with him
in playtime, and after a stiff run, beat him by half-a-yard.”

The reason of his success as a preacher has been canvassed by friend and
foe. Itis easily accounted for, and is no secret ; he himself has told us, though
few only bave heard it as I did, in these words, which occurred in his speech
given at the stone-laying of his brother's chapel at Croydon :—‘ Penple
wonder why for so many years I have attracted and kept together so large a
congregation. IfI had preached politics or science, I should have worn my
subjects and myself threadbare; but I did not. I will tell you something ;
since I have been a householder and employed a cook, many dishes have
been set on my table, and of many I have tired ; but on my father’s table
there were always two articles, of which we never tired—they have always
been on my table, and I have never wearied of them—BREAD AND SaALT|
So in my preaching | have ever given the people the bread of the Gospel, the
salt of the doctrines of Grace, and they have never tired of them.” Christ
crucified was his constant theme.

One Friday afternoon, just before preaching at the Baptist Union Meet-
ings in Liverpool, he gave the College a forecast of his sermon from the text,
“But we preach Christ crucified.” In his raciest style he preached quite
full time, and then, observing, “ Brethren, you would get drowned if you
turned out in such rain as this {it was pouring) ; let us, as the old divines
would say (reversing the hour-glass), have another glass.” Then for another
half-hour, to our intense delight, he sweetly discoursed of the Saviour. When
speaking especially of his theme as contrasted with the “other gospels”
preached, he exclaimed, “‘But we preach Christ crucified.’ Oh, blessed
byt/ God grant it may always be one of the Newington Buts (Butts).”
Then he pictured imaginary deacons holding imaginary dialogues with Paul,
blaming him for a fool for offending, by the subject of his preaching, rich
Jews and learned Greeks, and for always preaching the same thing ; but
Paul was irrepressible, and we should be—yes, fools for Christ's sake. Fools
have only one idea; they speak that which is uppermost in the mind.
Christ is our one idea, He is uppermost with us, and, * seeing we are fools,”
said Mr. Spurgeon, * why do they not let us alone ? fqr a fool will have
his way.” These and many other precious things he. said. The sermon, I
believe, was afterwards printed ; perhaps, however, minus some of its grand
colloquialisms, which it was often the sole privilege of his students to hear,
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How constantly his mind was at work gathering material for sermons,
speeches, etc., is we:ll known. Having upon one occasion met him by
appointment at a railway station in Surrey, as we sat and chatted, he was
attracted by a notice on the bridge, ‘ Passengers are forbidden to cross the
line under any pretence whatever.” “ Why,” said Mr. Spurgeon, “that is
foolish ; if-I wanted, I would cross without any pretence whatever. Abh, see,
on the wall opposite is the subject for a speech for you ; go and read it.” I
found on approaching that it was a large advertisement of a celebrated tea
firm, calling attention to tea “As it is,and as it ought to be.” It @4 furnish
a subject for which others, as well as myself, were thankful. My appointment
was to arrange with him for a visit to Redhill ; he came, and the sermon
will never be forgotten. My throat had suffered from (as I believed) out-
door preaching in the month of February. Ascertaining from me the cause,
he said, “ Go and do it again, and you will get well.” However, after speak-
ing a few sentences of his sermon, he discovered an awful echo, and that the
platform did not project sufficiently into the building. He immediately asked
that a chair might be placed on the floor in front of it ; mounting this, he
said, “ Friends, | am not a young lady, neither am I squeamish, but if [
preached from that platform for six months, my apparatus would be ruined.
Now, your pastor is going to be married to-morrow, and when he comes
back from his holiday, he must not preach from that platform, or else, as an
Irishman would say, he will not, for it will kill him.” Addressing the church,
he added, ““ The first money you get your hands on, devote it to the erection
of a new rostrum. Now to our subject—* If thou seek Him, He will be found
of thee, ”—and most graphically he described, in illustration of importunate
prayer, the man asking loaves from his friend at night, the raps at the door
(imitated by Mr. Spurgeon stamping on the wooden chair with his foot), the
snores of the sleeping householder, his grumbling at being awakened at such
an unearthly hour to be asked for bread, his throwing open the door with an
ungracious Invitation to the importunate visitor, to * Come in and help your-
self, only don’t bother ¢,” made the whole scene wonderfully real, and we
felt that we had received a practical lesson on prayer.

Before concluding with another illustration on the same subject, while
thinking of his thorough naturalness in preaching, I am reminded of his
keen, but kindly, criticisms of student sermons. He sometimes entered the
College on Friday afternoons, before the sermon was ended, and would
signify his desire for the brother to proceed. After listening to one sermon,
in which verses of hymns had been somewhat lavishly interspersed, he said,
“Very good ; some poetry in that sermon ; I like a verse of poetry in a
discourse, I can do with a verse or two, I can stand a verse or three, but [
rather think there were a verse or fwelve in that sermon. Ah well, never
mind. I remember when I was a boy, my mother gave me a shilling a
dozen for learning Dr. Watts’ hymns, and 1 did well until she served me as
Laban did Jacob, and halved my wages ; still I kept up my number until
the halving process was repeated ; l. gave up then, and bougl}t mouse-traps,
and caught mice for the farmers, which was more remunerative. I tell you
this, brethren, for this reason : I have not now the vestige of a mouse-trap,
but I have all Dr. Watts' moral songs in my memory, and they serve me in
good stead. Stick to your poetry, brother.” )

After a visit to Rome, and when speaking to us on the subject of prayer,
and urging that we must be importunate, he remarked, “ During my recent
visit, when in the hotel, I desired the attendance pf the waiter ; observing
the button to be pressed, I applied my thumb.as msu_'ucted, but no waiter
appeared ; I repeated the experiment several times, with no better success.
Presently another visitor entered, and hearing my desnre,_asked if 1 had rung
the bell.” I told him I had, without success. ‘Ah,’' said he, ‘you do not
understand, | have been here before,” and placing his thumb upon the button,
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he kept it there until the waiter @gpeared. Brethren, that is how we must
Pray : keep up continuous application until the answer arrives.”

It is hard, terribly hard, to realize that we shall hear his blessed voice no
more on earth, that his forceful teaching has ceased —so far as actual speech
is concermed. The influence of his past utterances will live in the hearts,
and be manifest in the lives, of thousands who have heard or read them.
His works and institutions remain; shall we not plead constantly at the
Throne of Grace, that God, even our own God, will prosper these abundantly ?

e
g g

SPIRITUAL FELLOWSHIP.

N considering this subject, I have selected three words, as expressive of
the meaning of the word * Fellowship "—Partnership, Companionship,
Intercourse. God has brought us into Partnership with Himself in
giving us eternal life (1 Jobn i, 2; v. 11, 12). 'We are born of God. By
the new birth, He has made us partakers of His divine nature, He has
given us new feelings, new desires, new aims, new joy. So that we are

enabled to love and obey God, to love His people, to love holiness and hate
sin. We view our life here in some measure as God views it; and our desires
and aims are to live to please and glorify Him.

God has made ue partners with Hirself in the great work of our salvation,
and in ihe work of extending His kingdom, and in gathering in the lost and
perishing. It is quite true that Christ alone has put away sin, and that for
ever, yet we are called upon to work out our own salvation, for it is God that
worketh in us. Then in 2 Cor vi. 1, we read these words, ** We then, as
workers together with Him.” Also in 1 Cor. iii. 9, we read, ** We are fellow-
labourers with God.” God has honoured us by making us co-workers with
Himself. God has a work for each one of us to do. Let us go forth to that
work remembering that God worketh in us, and with us. And this knowledge
shall give us strength and courage and gladness in our work. Thus we have
fellowship with God in His work of grace.

We have fellowship with God in the sense of Companionship. He hath
given us His Holy Spirit to abide with us forever : to dwell within us: to be
our oonstant companion (John xiv. 16, 17, 23; 1 John iv. 13).

‘We have fellowship with God in the sense of Intercourse or Commnunion.
God has taught us to pruy, to tell Him all our wants, our troubles, our
difticulties, and our failures. He hae promised to be with us, to give us
oounsel, and to guide us. He has said that He will make His abode with ua,
and will manifest Himself, and reveal the things of Jesus unto us. This is
the greatest blessing or privilege we enjoy this side eternity—Iellowship or
Communion with God in prayer and meditation. If we would bo strong and
useful Christians, let us see that we enjoy this fellowship with the I'ather.
Then shall our joy be full.

Our fellowship is not only with the Father, but with His Son, Jesus Christ.
In 1 Cor. i. 9, we read, “God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the
fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord.” All that I have nlrendy said
of our fellowship with the Father, is equally true concerning our fellowship
with His Son. But I would further point out that we are called to have
fellowship with the Son in cross-bearing. Jesus says, ‘‘ Ho that taketh not
his eross, and followeth after Me, is not worthy of Me”; and aguin, * Ye
shall be hated of all men for My name sake.” If we confess Christ, the world
will hate us and persecute us, as it hated and persecuted Him. Men will
taunt and revile us. But Jesus tells us that we are to ** rejoice nnd leap for
Joy in that day.” There is great reason why we should rejoice, bocuuse we
are enjoying fellowship with Jesus in cross-bearing. It is very hard for us to
rejoice when we are persecuted and hated. Yes, but I bolieve if we were
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living in direct fellowship with Jesus Himself, it would be easy for us to do
so. We are called to have fellowship with Jesus in Love. Yes, love to God.
“We love Him because He first loved us.” 'We are to manifest that love by

our love for the brethren. ¢ This is My commandment, that ye love one
another as I have loved you.” The measure of Christ’s love for us is to be
the measure of our love for the brethren. ‘¢ Hereby perceive we the love of

God, because He laid down His life for us. We ought to lay down our lives
for the brethren.”

We are called to have fellowship with Jesus in loving our enemies. Jesus
loved His enemies, and proved it by laying down His life for them. We are
to love our enemies, and to prove that love by praying for them. This, I

think, is impossible for us to do, unless we are really living in fellowship
with Him.

‘We are called to have fellowship with Jesus in His sufferings. In Phil.
iii. 10, the Apostle Paul says that his aim is to *“ know Hiin, and the fellowship
of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death.” He sets this
before him as the goal to which he is striving to attain. Also 1 Peter iv. 13,
“ Rejoice, inasmuch as ye are made partakers of Christ’s sufferings.” And
we have the promise, ¢ If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him.” Thus we
shall have fellowship with Him in His triumphs, as well as fellowship in
His sufferings.

We are called to have fellowship with Jesus in love for the unsaved, and
in seeking their salvation by prayer and the preaching of the Gospel. Have
we anything of that yearning for the souls of men which led the Saviour to
suffer that cruel death on the cross of Calvary ? Does our love for them lead
us to seek to bring them under the power of the Gospel ? doee it lead us to
speak to men concerning their eternal welfare? Then we have fellowship
with Jesus in love for the unsaved.

We have fellowship with Jesus in Joy. Joy that springs from being
reconciled to God, from obeying and serving Him, and in seeing others
brought to the knowledge of the truth. Then there is the joy that is set
before us of being with God forever in blessed fellowship.

We are also called to the fellowship of the saints. We are partakers of
the same life, and of ¢the same spirit. There is much that we have in cornmon:
children of the same Father, having the same trials, temptations, and diffi-
culties, we can enjoy intercourse with one another.

Do we all enjoy this fellowship ? If we are believers in the Lord Jesus,
we possess it. But do we cultivate it? If we do not, our love will be cold,
and our life will be barren and unfruitful. If we would be fresh, strong, and
courageoun Christians, let us cultivate this fellowship ; because only by fellow-
ship with God can we know Him, know His love and power. You cannot
force love, but as we have intercourse with God, He will reveal Himsolf, His
love, His power. Then shall we be enabled to love God, to love His saints,
and even our enemies. Then shall our joy be full, because joy comes from
fellowship with God, and with His Son, and with one another. Then ehall
the joy of the Lord be our strength for service, and we shall be enabled to
bear fruit to His praise. P. M'LUSKEY.

IRISH BAPTIST HOME MISSION.—

Established 1814.—All-the-year-round Mission Services. Nineteen chief
stations, sixty sub-stations. £2,000 per annum needed. Hon. Treasurer,
H. A. Gribbon, Holme Lea, Coleraine; Chairman of Committee, Pastor
Hugh D. Brown, M.A., Oakland, Rathgar, Dublin; Dep. Sec.,, Mr. T. R.
Warner, 83, Grosvenor Square, Rathmines, Dublin.
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FOR OUR YOUNG PEOPLE.

‘“ Papa, I want to be a Christian.”

By Rev. E. P. HAMMOND,

EAR YOUNG READERS,—Have you ever said to your father or mother,
I want to be a Christian”?

I believe that many children, at times, wish to become Christians. I
hope you are one of that number. If you are old enough to love your father
and mother, then you are old enough to love the dear Jesus, who, when we
deserved to be punished for all our sins, gave Himself up to bleed and die
in our place. “He was wounded for our transgressions; He was bruised
for our iniquities.” Yes, “ He loved us and gave Himselfforus.” If you ask
God to help you to understand this, He will do so. Many children—some
of them quite young—have tried this, and found how ready their Heavenly
Father was, for His Son’s sake, to receive them and forgive them. He will
do that for you if you ask Him, and give you a new heart, and make you
His own happy child. .

Rev. H. L. Reade tells us of little Gertrude, who, when only five years old,
climbed up on her father’s knee, and putting her arms around his neck, said :
“Papa, I want to be a Christian.”

“ What do you think it is to be a Christian ?* her father asked.

“It is, papa, to love Jesus, and try to do what He wishes.”

It was not long before she understood how it was Christ gave Himself
for us, and that God could now receive us and make us His own happy
children. She asked Him to do this for her, and her prayer was answered.
She at once began to show by her life that she had a new heart. She felt
a love for God’s people she had never felt before.

At fourteen she was a Sunday-school teacher, and took part in the prayer-
meetings of the church. She conducted meetings for girls of her own age,
and led a good number to Christ. Her question was, “What wilt Thou
have me to do?” And the Lord was ready to show her what He would have
her to do for Him, and to help her to do it. She became a member of Mr.
Moody’s school at Northfield. While there she lived near to Christ, and
did much to bring others to Him. Hard at work there, she was taken ill,
and ere long she knew her Heavenly Father was calling her to a brighter and
a better world. She had no fear of death. She lingered a while in the genial
climate of Florida, and there was carried—

* Where sickness, sorrow and pain
. Are felt and feared no more.”

When too weak to pray, just before her departure, she wanted her
father to kneel by her bedside and put his hand on her forehead, and thank
Jesus for His love in dying 6n the cross for her. She asked the family to
come to her room for prayer and song, and while they were thus engaged,
she took her flight for the beautiful home in heaven, where are great numbers
who learned to trust in Jesus when they were children.

Will you, my dear young friends, be among that happy throng by-and-bye ?
You cannot begin the Christian life too early. Gertrude passed away at the
age of eighteen,, but she spent thirteen years as an earnest Christian, never
forgetting that Christ had said to her, * Go work in My vineyard."— 7%
British Messenger. ——

Happiness that Lasts.

OUNG people, if any of you are expecting to find real happiness in the
things of a present world, you will be disappointed. You will never find
happiness that lasts till you know the Lamb of God. 1f you are trying to be
happy any other way, you may try on, but you will not succeed. There is a
story about an Indian nurse who came home with a lady to this country. One
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morning she looked out of the window, and the snow had been falling till it
covered all the branches of a tree opposite the window. She was delighted.
Touching it gently, she said, ** Oh, how beautiful it is ! ” and then, *“ Oh, how
how soft it is! I will take some home to India and show it to my friends.”
So she gathered some and put it into her trunk. You smile at this, knowing
how soon it would be gone. Well, the pleasures of the world are just as
fleeting.—Rev. A. A. Bonar, D.D., in The Gospel Trumpet.

>—n—

NOTES AND COMMENTS.

Nor SELF BUT CHRIST. i

MONG the many interesting reminiscences of the late C. H. Spurgeon

5 with which the public have been favoured, we have not seen any note

{ of the fact that, though people may speak of Spurgeonism and

Spurgeonites, Mr. Spurgeon’ himself never sought to have his name

< o perpetuated. We once heard him say that he had taken care not

%" to have his name attached to any of the institutions founded by him.

Constantly was his name so used by others, but he gave no countenance tc the

practice. He said, * It was not Spurgeon’s Tabernacle, but the Metropolitan

Tabernacle ; not Spurgeon’s Orphanage, but Stockwell Orphanage; not

Spurgeon’s College, but the Pastors’ College.” He never sought notoriety for

himeself. It was thrust upon him. In the light of this fact we can rightly

estimate the foolish statement which has been made that he left the Baptist

Union because he wished to found a denomination of his own! It would

have been an easy task for him to do so. Many would have been ready to

rally to his call ; but it would have been contrary to the whole tenor of his

thought and work. His one aim was to exalt the name of Christ; for his

own glory he had no thought, and he has his reward in the fact, that to-day,

his name, linked with the Name he so loved to honour, is lustrous with the
glory reflected from his Lord.  , ,

A CARICATURE oF A CREED.

Mr. Stead, in the February issue of his Review, informed the world that
Mr. Spurgeon *‘ had long passed his zenith,” that his was no longer a “ name
to conjure with” ; that, “for the last ten years, certainly for the last five, he
has been but the shadow of his earlier self.” When we spoke of this poor
paragraph to a friend, the remark was made, *‘That must have been written
before the funeral; he could not possibly have written it afterwards.” Now,
the not-infallible editor practically, thoughnot formally, retracts his statement,
and gives in the March number even more space to C. H. Spurgeon than he
had given before to Cardinal Manning! The account is, of .course,.well-
written ; meny interesting episodes are given,some of thom a little twisted ;
much is said by way of appreciation of the departed veteran, but there is also
much that is otherwise. Mr. Stead has a perfect right to express his opinion
about Mr. Spurgeon’s views, but, unfortunately, he sometimes distorts the
facts. For instance, he says, “He almost excommunicated those of his
brethren who could not share his conviction, that no one could really believe
in God the Father and Christ the Son who was not certain that the majority
of the human race were created to pass a whole eternity in endless torment.”
We challenge Mr. Stead to produce from tho great preacher’s published
discourses or spoken words any passage which could be considered proof that
such a statement represents Mr. Spurgeon’s belief. We would commend to
his consideration another passage in his fteview, where he says, ““ It is easy to
caricature the Calvinistic doctrine of the eleet. . . . . Dut caricature is
geldom the surestroad to the central truth.” Perhaps the ensiness of the task
has tempted Mr. Stoad to indulge in the caricature given above, but certainly
it is very far indeed from settting forth the truth of Mr. Spurgeon's creed.
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ARRESTED DEVELOPMENT ?

Mr. Stead attempts to draw a parallel between Spurgeon and Beecher, but
soon finds that the parallel passes into a contrast, in which he endeavours to
exalt Beecher. It is not easy, when writing in such a style, to avoid
inaccuracies, there is always the danger of sacrificing the actual truth for the
sake of symmetry. This danger Mr. Stead has notescaped. Thereis certainly
a point of contrast to be found in the fact that Beecher founded no orphanages,
etc., but to contrast Beecher scattering ‘“ his living words far and wide over
the continent” with Spurgeon applying himself to the multiplication of
preachers through the Pastors’ College, is surely a wilful forgetting of the faot
that, besides such multiplication, Spurgeon’s words, to say the least, have
travelled quite as far as Beecher’s, and have produced as far-reaching results.
Mr. Stead is perhaps above reading the Times; but a perusal of Mr. Davies’
letters might have prevented him from repeating Dr. Parker’s talk about the
City Temple incident, albeit, it serves to give point to his * contrast.” The
editor of the Review of Reviews, whoknows most things, or thinks he does, is
able from his lofty chair to pronounce this impressive judgment: * Mr.
Spurgeon represented a perfect type of what may be called, in semi-scientifio
language, arrested development along the line of intellectual speculation, while
H. W. Beecher represented growth all along theline. . . . . Spurgeon
narrowed, Beecher broadened.” When we consider what the disciples of the
Zeitgeist mean by * development,” ‘‘breadth,” ** narrowness,” etc., we may,
after all, take this as a compliment to Spurgeon. It was his glory that he
refused to budge an inch beyond what he knew to be tho revealed truth of
God. So we suppose our wnodern critios would consider that there was
development in the case of Saul of Tarsus up to the point when he surrendered
to the Crucified, but alas, when Paul determined to know nothing save Chriat
and Him Cracified, he saffered fromi arrested development—he never got
beyond that point—all he could say at the last was, “I have kept the faith” ;
he hadn’t improved it, hadn’t advanced upon it, there had been no Jevelopment.
So. too, Martin Luther developed up to a certain point, but after he laid hold
of the doctrine of justification by faith he stuck to it, and development was
arrested. Well, beit so. * The day” will declare that the so-called nurrowness
of these grand mmen has done more for God and humanity than all the boasted
breadth of the most-fully developed inoderns.

* k%
Irism NoNcoNForMIsTs AND HoMmE RuULE.

‘Wo trust that the appeal which is being made to English Nonconformnists by
their Irish brethren will be calmly and prayerfully considered. We have no
wish to discuss politics in this MacazINE, but it is undeniable that tho Baptists
of Ireland are, almost to a man, opposed to Home tule, and fecl it to be
not simply a political but an intensely religione question. There ean bo no
donbt that the latest phaso of party struggle in Ireland has accentunted the
position of the priesthood in reference to the Irish question. Among the
Parnellites there have been indications of a wish to lift it above priestly control,
but the anti-Parnellites are bound hand and foot to the priesthood. If there
conld be any doubt of this before, it ought to be dispelled in the light of what
took place in Dublin the other day, when, at the meeting of tho shareholders
of the Freeman's Journal, to consider the proposed amalgamntion of thut paper
with the National Press (the organ of the M‘Carthyites), the chairman
distinctly stated, in the presence of Archbishop Walsh, that the .£36,000 to be
paid would secure the good-will of the National Press, which, he said, meant
the good-1ill of the Irish priesthood. Will our Nonconformist frionds in
England and Scotland ponder the menning of priestly domination in any land ?
Would they like the prospect of such supremacy in England ?  We aro glad
to think that, while the bulk of the Noncons. have [ollowed Gladstone in his
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Irish policy, some of the very best of them have refused to bow the knee to
the idol of Home Rule; and we have reason to believe, from private corres-
pondence, that the proportion of Unionists among the deacons and members
is larger than among the ministers, although their voice may not be so
distinetly heard. We recall, with gratitude, the fact that our late esteemed
friend, C. H. Spurgeon, took the right side in this matter. We remember
with what joy the hearts of Irish Protestants were thrilled when he declared
his opposition to Mr. Gladstone’s bill. Shortly after that stirring time we
were sending a subscription to the funds of the Orphanage, and we took
occasion to say how much his letter had cheered us all. In acknowledging
the receips of the money he added these lines: * It is a greatjoy to hear from
you. I am being worried over this Irish business. All our friends go the
other way ; but I cannot see with them.”

*  * ok
Moopy's MESSAGE.

‘We regret that the demand upon our space last month prevented us from
giving Mr. Moody’s letter. We now gladly give it place, and recommend it
to the attention of all whom it may concern. We have read with great
interest the accounts of the evangelistic campaign in Scotland, and we trust
that very much fruit may yet be gathered. e are glad that Mr. Moody and
his worthy colleague are likely to pay Ireland a visit; and we can assure
them of a hearty welcome.

¢ AX APPEAL To THE CHRISTIAN YoUNG MEN OF GREAT BRITAIN.

““Never was there such a demand for young men it Christian work as in America
to-day. There come to me constantly appeals from fields in America where workers
are immediately needed. Some of these calls are for evangelists, some for home
missionaries, others for Sunday-school missionaries, city missionaries, pastors’
assistants, and Y.M.C.A. secretaries. We supply all the calls that we can meet,
but time and again we have to send word to fields where the demand for workers
seems very urgent that we have no one to send.

¢ At our school in Chicago, we are giving young men just the training they need
for this work. In Great Britain there are hundreds of young men with such talents
that with the training we give at our school they would be prepared for efficient
service for Christ, and I appeal to them to consider the matter whether they are not
called to go to America and train for and enter this work.

“ Of course, we only wish young men who are bright, active, pushing, and who have
an intense love for the salvation of the lost. If it should be found on reaching Chicago
that they are not fitted for the work they could enter secular work. The coat of
board and room at the Institute is about 16s, per week. Tuition is fres. Many of the
men we have sent out have been greatly blessed in their work. For information
address—R. A. Tonnrry, Bible Institute, 80, West Pearson Street, Chicago, 111. U.S. A,

“D. L. MOODY.”

* k%
AN AMERICAN ARTICLE ON THE ANCIENT CHURCH oF IRELAND.

In the Cincinnati Journal and Messenger (Baptist), just to hand, we find
an interesting and able article by Mr. Robert Nelson on ** St. Patrick and the
Ancient Irish Church.” The writer shows couclusively that St. Patrick was
certainly not & Roman Catholic ; and he gives good reasons for thinking that
he was in theory and practice a Baptist—a view that was ably set forth in the
pages of this MaGazINE by our-late Editor, Mr. Douglas. We trust the article
may lead our American friends to take a deeper interest in the work of the
Baptists of Ireland. The writer concludes his paper with the assurance that
“ g brighter day is dawning for Erin ”; will not our friends in America and
Great Dritain help the Irish Baptist Ilome Mission to * aid the dawning ” ?
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DENOMINATIONAL INTELLIGENCE.

({tems of Inteiligence must reach the Editor not later than the 3rd da Ly of the month.)

T the Baptist Union Session, which begins on April 25th, we are likely

) to have some interesting talk. Dr. Culross will open an important
discussion on “Our Colleges ”; but the chief interest will cenire in

the resolution to be proposed by Mr. Meyer, deprecating any

= fraternizing on the part of the members of the Union with those who

“~"  deny the Deity of Christ. Although notice of amendment has been
given in the name of * liberty,” we hope the Union will be found practically
unanimous in opposing such un-Christian fellowship, even though 1t may not
condemn the crude and blasphemous utterances of a certain Baptist minister,

The Missionary gatherings in this centenary year are sure to be seasons of
power and blessing.

‘ * k%

The Pastors’ College Conference meets the week following the Baptist
Union. Nowhere will dear Mr. Spurgeon be more greatly missed than at these
gatherings. May the tenderly-expressed desire of the new President be more
than realized: *I anticipate much tenderness of heart and fervency of spirit
in our midst, and if the result of our crushing sorrow shall be, to malke each
brother earnestly resolved to fill more fully the sphere God has assigned to him,
and to consecrate himself more entirely to the Lord’s work, we shall gnin some
good even by our great loss, and sweetly profit by our bitter trial.”

* k%

The recognition service of Pastor Hudgell, at Waterford, was an enthusiastic
meeting. e regret our inability to be present; but we think of Waterford
with peouliar interest, and with all our readers wish success to Pastor Hndgel‘k

* k%

In our February issue we spoke of Pastor Boyd of Lurgan as a former
agent of the Irish Evangelization Soeiety ; thiswas a mistake, the truth being,
that he was a member of the Great Victoria Street Evangelists’ Society.

* k%

The worthy pastor of Banbridge has taken to himself a wife. In another
oolumn will be found an account of the welecome given to the bride by the frionds
at Banbridge. We echo the welcome, and pray that the Divine blessing may
richly rest upon Mr. and Mrs, Marshall. From the Hunts. Counly Guardian
we learn that Mrs. Marshall, as Miss Pentelow (n name that is fragrant in
Huntingdonshire as a good old Baptist namne), has already done good sorvice
for the Master, and we trust that she will be greatly used of God in Bunbridge.

Rk

It was a great joy to us to attend the anniversary meeting of Harcourt
Street Baptist Church, on February 24th. The splendid progress muude in
each department of the work was very cheering, and the enthusiasm displnycd
in the gathering augured well for further triumphs for the King. Wo wero
speoially interested in the reading of a lotter from Mrs. Brown, in ncknowledg-
ment of the church’s gift to her of a magnificent life-size oil puinting of her
son, the honoured pastor. The letter revealed such genuine and imnture
Christian feeling that we could not help thinking no wonder ngh D. Brown
is what he is, when he has been blessed with such a mother. We thank God
upon every remembrance of the work at Harcourt Street.

We hope next month to give a sketch of Mr. Brown’s life, with photo ; and
we should be glad if extra orders from all our friends would warrant the isswo
of a large edition. * Kk

A good sketch of one of the best of our Irislh hrethren, Pastor Taylor of
‘Tandragee, appears in the Baptist of March 25th. It is written by our friend,
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The article is illustrated

T. R. W., who is developing into a ‘‘ ready writer.”
We hope that,

with a good photo of Bro. Taylor and a view of the chapel.
ere long, the sketch will be reproduced in our MAGAZINE.
* ok x

We are sorry to learn that Pastor Phillips and his wife have both been
laid aside at the same time by influenza. All our readers will sympathize with
them and pray for their perfect restoration.

* x *

Friends will have learned by this time that, as we have been called to the
responsible post of tutor in the Pastors’ College, our connection with this
M46AZINE must soon cease. We enter upon our new duties on April 26th ;
but we hope to have the pleasure of meeting our Irish brethren at the annual
gatherings of the I. B. A., which are to be held in Dublin on the 24th, 25th
and 26th of May. Until then we shall continue to edit the MacaZINE, but as
we shall be leaving Ireland about the 16th inst., we shall be glad if friends will
take a note of the fact that items of Denominational Intelligence, etc., should be
sent to us at the Pastors’ College, Temple Street, Newington, London, S.E.

* x *

Banbridge.

It is our desire that all the readers of
the MAGAZINE may praise God with us
for the great blessing bestowed upon the
church at Banbridge, tbrough a three
weeks’ mission conducted by our brother,
Mr. Jardine, in the stirring up of
believers and in the conversion of many
souls. Earnest and importunate prayer
having been made to God for days

evious to the commencement of the
glorious campaign which has just
ended, great things were expected, and
our expectation bas not, we are happy
to say, been unrealized. Night after
night people flowed into the chapel, and
there was great power in the proclama-
tion of *‘ the Gospel of the grace of God.”
The truth was preached with plainness
and transparent simplicity, and child-
like dependence upon tbe Holy Ghost
for spiritual results. We are all full of
devout thanksgiving to God for the
raany voung people who have professed
conversion to God through the services,
At the closing meeting the Divine Spirit
was manifestly present, when many who
had received blersing arose and publicly
testified for Christ. One sang a hymn,
another quotcd a passage of Scripture,
and others gave utterance to the joy and
peace which they realized in believing.
We pray that God’s Spirit and tlessing
may rest upon our brother wherever he
goes, and continue unto us much spiritual
blessing in gathering many souls out of
the putha of sin, mirages of ritualism,
superstition and formalism, and bring
them into the liberty, light and love of
the life of a crucified, risen, and ascended
Baviour. ¢ Brethren, pray for us !

Gxo. MARsHALL,

ANNIVERSARY SERVICE.

On Thursday evening, the annual
social meeting of the Baptist congrega-
tion was specially interesting, as being
the anniversary of the induction of
Pastor George Marshall. There was a
large attendance, all parts of the church
being filled, the company including
representatives of all the local Protestant
congregations, After tea, the following
gentlemen aecended the platform—R.
G. Glendinning, Esq., Belfast; Pastor
Usher, M.D., Belfast; Pastor Boyd,
Lurgan ; Mr. Alex. Jardine, evangelist,
Maytown; Rev. T. E. Gibson, Methodist
minister, Banbridge; and Pastor Geo,
Marshall.

Mr. Glendinning took the chair, and
gave out the opening hymn, ‘ To the
work,” which was sung by the assembly.

The Chairman said it gave him very
great pleasure, on the invitation of Mr.
Marshall, to be present snd to preside
over the meeting. He wes a Baptist
through and through, becauss he could
sce the priuciples plainly taught and en-
forced in tho New Testament. TFormerly
he was a Presbyterian, and many Pres-
byterians with whom he oonversed
admitted that the Baptists were right.
He was not only glad to be with them
at their annuul meeting and Pastor's
anniversary, but because they were at
the same titne welcoming into their
midat Mrs. Marshall. He was sure they
would give her a right good hearty Irish
welcome, and he hoped Mr. Muarshall
and his good wife might be long spared
amongst them, and be the means of
winning many souls to Christ.

A hymn, ‘ What a meeting,” was
then sung by the choir
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Mr. H. Kirker then said, addressing
Mr. Marshall—I have been requested by
the church and congregation meeting in
this place, to present you and Mrs.
Marshall with this clock and these lamps,
on the occasion of your marriage, with
our best wishes for your future happiness.
The clock, by its constant ticking, will
remind you of the rapid flight of time,
and as it is & regulator, we trust it will
teach us all that our lives require to be
regulated by the great Father of our
spirits, As I looked on these lamps,
they brought to my memory the state-
ment made by the Psalmist of old—
¢ Thy word shall be a lamp to my feet,
and a light to my path.” The little
study lamp, with its shade, would direct
us to the antediluvian and patriarchal
ages, when the promise of salvation
shone but dimly. The middle one, with
its ornamental base, carries us back in
imagination to the]Mosaic dispensation
with its gorgeous ritual ; while this, the
tallest of the three, with its plaiu stem,
brings before our minds thoughts of the
Gospel dispensation, with ita simple
preaching of the Cross and the ordinances
instituted by our Saviour. It is but a
year to-night since you were recognised
as onr pastor, yet you have endeared
yourself to us, not only by your publie
ministrations of the Word on the Lord’s
Day, though tkese have enriched our
souls with spiritual treasures, and the
zeal and energy which have character-
ized all your labours in connection with
the church, but also by the manifestation
of the epirit of your blessed Lord and
Master in all your intercourse with us.
‘Wae truat, now that you have cbeyed the
apostolic injunction, which states that a
bishop should be blameless, and the
husband of one wife, etc., that your
work will be still more nbundantly
bleased, and that in Mrs. Marshall you
will find a valuablo helper. We would
here extend to Mra. Marshall a real
Irish welcome. I fancy she may have
shared in the prejudice with which the
English view the inhabitants of the
Emerald Isle, and have looked upon us
as little removed from aavages, or, at
best, only half civilived, but now she
will have discovered that there is not
much difference between us and those
who dwell on the other side of tha
ohannel. [A voice—Only we ars better].
Philip Henry, the father of the great
commentator, was in the hahit of wish-
Ing any of his daughters who were about
geotting inarried, much holiness, while

others were wishing them much happi-
ness, adding that as they increased in
holiness so would their happiness in-
crease. We would follow the example
of this man of God, and wish youn and
Mrs. Marshall much holiness, and pray
that your lives may be made both bright
and useful. Though even thus early
you have been made to experience some
of the losses and crosses of life, we hope
the remainder of your days may be
filled with the brightest sunshine. 1
conclude by begging your acceptance of
these articles, as a slight token of the
respect and esteem in which you are
held by all associated with ua in church
fellowship.

Pastor Marshall, in reply, said—I am
sure it affords me intense pleasure in
tendering to you my hearty and sincere
thanks for this very valuable present
which you have given to Mrs. Marshall
and myself. I may say that I never
expected anything of the kind, and feel
quite overwhelmed at your generosity.
When I first saw the elegant presents,
I remarked to my wife that there must
be money in our congregation some-
where. I hope you will bear with me
in making a very brief address to-night.
The trouble which Mrs. Marshall and
myself have experienced so enrly in our
married life bas made n deep impreassion
on our minds, and necensurily engrossea
our thoughts to a large oxtent. I feel
truly thaokful that I cnme into your
midst, for since my first jutroduction to
you, I have received nothing but true
sympathy and brotherly love ; and while
I am amongst you I intend to preach the
gospel of tho grace of God, which is
dearer to me than life. I would rather
part with my life than givo up that
gospel. I am a slave to Jesus Chriat,
but not to men. I am Christ’sslave and
the servant of you all. I desire to thank
Mr Senior for his able conductorship,
and to all who form the choir, and
especially the outside workers; and am
exceedingly glad to see you hore from
time to time on Sunday evenings. The
Lord give you His riclest Dllossing.
Again thanking all who havo in any way
contributed to our magnificont presents
from the bottom of my henrt, and believe
that I feel fur moro gratitude than I
can express, .

After another munsical selection,
“Worship the Lord,” by tho choir, Dr.
Usher gave au interesting address on
« Nothing to say.” Rev. J. Gibson
spoke on ‘¢ Christian work ;”’ Dastor
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Boyd on ** Preparation for work ;” and
Mr, Jardine, on being called upon by
the chairman, gave a brief address,

During the evening, an excellent
musical programme was gone through
by the choir, under the leadership of Mr,
Senior, Loughbricklaud, Mrs. Marshall
presiding at the harmonium.

Myr. Marshall proposed a vote of thanks
to the Chairman, the gentlemen who
spoke, Mr. Senior for his kindness in-
conducting the choir. the young friends
who assisted with the music, and the
tea makers for their kindly services.

Mr. Graham, Tullyglush, seconded the
motion, which was passed by acclamation,
and conveyed by Rev. Mr. Gibson.

The Chairman briefly responded.

Dr. Usher proposed s vote of thanks
to one who, he said, well deserved it, and
who was not going to reply; that was
Mrs. Marshall, for her kindness in

residing during the evening at the
armonium,

Mr. Jardine seconded the motion.

The Chairman asked the congregation
to give Mrs., Marshall a hearty Irish
welcome, which request was responded
to by the audience with great enthusiasm.

The proceedings were brought to a
close by the audience joining in singing
the Doxology, and Dr. Usher pronoun-
cing the benediction.—From The Ban-
bridge Chronicle.

Belfast : Mountpottinger.

There are now evident signa that
blessing is following the labours of
Pastor Clark: mnot only have our
numbers incressed (now 70 members),
but spiritual life has deepened, and
conversions have followed each Sabbath’s
services since the opening of the New
Year. Baptisms huave followed. The
church in her work is much inconven-
ienced, having to meet in different
localities for Sunday and week-night
services. They, however, are pressing
forward the arrangements for the new
tabernacle. The committee earnestly
appeul for contributione, which, if sent
to Pastor Clark, Belfast, or to Treasurer
of building fund, 12 Worcester Terrace,
Chamberlain Street, Belfast, will bo
duly acknowledged. B. W., Sec.

Belfast: Regent Street.

On Tuerday cvening, 2nd February,
the annual Sabbath-school soiree was
held. About 240 children with their
friends filled the body of the church.
After teu, the pustor, Rev. Mr. Douald,

took the chair. The business part of
the programme was opened by singing
¢ Jesur loves me, yes I kmow,” then
followed addresses by the chairman, Mr
Hutchinson and Rev. H. Montgomery.
Sacred solos were renderkd by the
Misses Jackson, choruses by the
children’s choir, The secretary reported
average attendance in morning school
during 1891, 34: evening achool, 105
teachers and office-bearers, 17. Six
scholars joined the church during the
year. The Band of Hope has 104
members. The treasurer reported income
for 1891 £22 3s 5d.; expenditure
£14 4s. 2d. : balancein hand £7 19s. 3d.
49 prizes for attendance, and 8 for
superior answering in the catechism
were distributed. Mr. H. Graham,
secretary of the church, having made
touching reference to the lamented
death of the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon, the
meeting was brought to a close by
singing the doxology.
Jaxes Morrow, Secy.

Oreving oF NEw Misston Hawr,

Special services were conducted on
Sabbath, March 6th, by Pastor E. T.
Mateer, London (former pastor in Regent
Street), in connection with the opening
of a new mission hail in Benwell Btreet.
Mr. Mateer preached morning and even-
ing in Regent Street, and also conducted
a service in the new hall in the afterncon.
All the services were well attended, the
afternoon and evening meetings being
crowded.

A special soiree was held in the chapel
on Tueaday, 8th March, when the build-
ing was again filled. The pastor pre-
sided. Addresses wers given by the
Chairman, Pastor Mateer, and Maessrs,
M‘Cullough, Stewart, Douey, and
Montgomery. During these services, &
special effort was made to wipe off the
remaining debt of the mission hall,
which was £100; the result of this
effort being that, from all sources, about
£60 were raised.

The visit of Pastor Mateer was very
highly appreciated. Many old friends
came to the various services, being glad
to renew the acquaintance of former
days. We were glad to learn from Mr.
Mateer that he continues to enjoy much

rosperity and blessing in bis work in
ondon. —
Carrickfergus,

A social mceting of the members of
the church and congregation was held
on Tuesday evening, lst Murch, After
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tea, Pastor Haste occupied the chair.
The paraphrase, ‘G God of Betbel,”
having been sung, the 133rd Psalm was
read, and the ¢hairman delivered a brief
address on the tendency and object of
such gatherings, and closed by urging
his hearers to be united if they would be
useful and a power for good. Mr. Pasley
(treasurer) presented the financial
statement for the past year, and delivered
a pointed address on ‘¢ Punctuality.”
Mr. John Weatherup (secretary) laid
before the meeting the scheme of the
weekly offering system, based upon
1 Cor. xvi. 2, which, after fully explain-
ing, he said he trusted they would take
up very heartily. Deacon Reside then
gave & very earnest, Scriptural and
practical address on theword *Consider.”
Mr. W. T. Carrey gave a reading,
entitled, ¢ The burial of Moses,” and
made & touching allusion to the death
of Pastor Spurgeon, who, though absent
from the world, his influence (the speaker
8aid) was present and would continue to
exert itself in all parts. Brethren Todd
and Campbell also took part in the
meeting, and Miss Milliken presided at
the harmonium. The meeting was most
enjoyable and enthusiastic.

Lisnagleer.

The annual ten meeting was beld on
Wednesday, 16th March, and was a
decided success, the meeting-house being
so full that foyms had to be placed down
the aisle. Before and after the tea there
was singing, in which all joined heartily.
The meeting commenced at 7.30 by
prayer and reading of the Scripturo,
followed by a few words from the
chairman (Mr. J. W. Pearce of Cork,
who has been very heartily invited by
the members to become their pastor.
Mr. Pearve hopes to begin his lnbour of
love among us on the first Sunday in
May). After 8 hymn, Mr. Simpson of
Dungannon addressed some earnest and
appropriate remarks to the children from
Mark vi. 35-44—* Chriat feeding the
five thousand.” Mr. Poarce sang as a solo,
* Tell me the story of Jesus.” Pastor
Robert Clark of Belfast addressed the
meeting. His interesting remarks to
the children, and words of exhortation
on “Victory” to the church and

oongregation, were listened to with
almost breathless attention. Mr. Clark
sang a solo—'* I was once far away from

the Saviour.” A large number of prizes
Wwere distributed to the Sunday-school,
by Mr. Pearce and Mr, Irwin. A hymn

and prayer brought this interesting and
profitable meeting to a close. A number
of friends from Dungannon cheered us
by their presence.

Tubbermore.

On Thursday evening, 10th March, a
lecture, entitled ‘* My Trip to America,”
was delivered in the Baptist Church,
Tubbermore, by the Rev. Dr. Usher of
Belfast. Admission was by ticket, and
the proceeds were in aid of the building
fund of the Carson Memorial Chapel.
The chair was taken at 7.30 p.m. by the
Rev. R. H. Carson, the pastor. Although
the weather was very unfavourable, and
tke ground covered with snow, the
attendance was remarkably good, the
ohurch being filled by a large and
appreciative audience. After expressing
the pleasure it gave him to be in the
place where the late Rev. Dr. Carson
had so long preached, and to see the
old ohapel associated with his revered
memory, Dr., Usher commenced by an
samusing desoription of his voyage to
New Yorkin the good Cunarder :lrrania.
He then, in detail, gave a most interest-
ing acoount of some of the principal
Eastern cities, their hotels, streots,
people, and oustomy, including a visit to
Mr. Moody at Northfield, and to one of
the large American Sunday-schools,
During the leoture, Dr. Ushor gave a
graphio description of somo phases of
American life, and of the mode of von-
duoting religious services by tho coloured
people, and conoluded bis leclure by a
desoription of the mighty Fulls of
Niagara, and the maguificent scenery of
the Hudson as seen on his return journey
to New York. The leoturs was listenod
to throughout with marked attontion,
and at its close tho heartiest thanks of
the assembly were convoyod to the
learned lecturer by the ohairman, After
the singing of the doxology, the mesting
was brought to a closs by Rov. R. H.
Carson pronouncing the benodiction.

Cangon Mesorrar Cuarer.

The following subscriptions huve been
received since lust issue of this Mayazine,
for which the Committee aro deeply
gratoful : —

Mr James Nimmo, Glusgow £$6 0 0

A Friend, Co Tyrone .. .. 1 0 0

Brigade-Surgeon G- C Gribbon,
Loudon 2

2 0
Me G L C Smyth, Portrush... 1 0 0
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Mr David Conn (Additional

Donation) ... . .. £110 0
Mr Walker, Magherafelt 1 00
Mr Wilson, J. P . 010 0
Proceeds of Lecture by Pastor

Usher, M.D... ee L1176

N.B.—The building operations are
just about to commence, and already the
old house is being pulled down. Some
£300 are yet needed, and it is earnestly
desired by the Committee that they may
be able to open Dr. Carson’s Memorial
as he himself would have desired, and as
his son, the present pastor, is most
anxious for—i.c., free of debt. To this
end, gifts are earnestly sought, and wilt
be thankfully received and acknowledged
by Bricape-Surceon Waters, C.B.,J.P,,
‘White Fort, Tubbermore, Co. Derry,

Waterford.

REcoeNITION OF PasTor P. A. HunceLL.

A meeting was held at the Baptist
Chapel in Catherine Street, on Tuesday
evening, March 8th, for the purpose of
¢t recognising ”’ the pastorate of the Rev.
P. A. Hudgell. There was a fair
attendance, over which Mr. B. Bennett
presided. On the platform were also
the Revs. S. A. Robertson, D. Wark,
G. Hudgell (father of the new pastor),
and P. A. Hudgell.

The meeting having been opened with
prayer, the Chairman said the object of
the meeting was to show that they had
called Mr. Hudgell to be the pastor of
that church, and &also that their friends
in other churches might have an
opportunity of expressing their friendly
feeling and their kindly sympatby
towards Mr. Hudgell and his work.
They were aware that the church gave
Mr. Hudgell u unanimous call after
having heard him. They did not do it
in a burry, without considering what
they were doing, and he was thankful
to say Mr Hudgell did not accept the
call without considering what he was
doing. It was a long time since he had
the privilege of being at a meeting of
this rort before. It was 17} vears ago
gince they had the last recognition service
in that church, and he would oxpress
the hope that it would be 17 years more
before they changed again. It was his
privilege to hear their brother who had
left. them for a long number of years,
and be never heard an unfaithful sound
from him. He hoped that this ministry
might be as faithfully carried out, and
that the work would go on well, and
though the results are not as they would

be in a large congregation—they could
not expect that—he sincerely trusted
that the pastorate which was begun that
pight might prosper. Let them bear
and forbear with their pastor. If they
were more sympathetic and prayerful
they would get on better.

The Rev. S. A. Robertson expressed
his pleasure at being present, and a
desire that Mr. Hudgell’s would be a
very long and successful pastorate in
connection with the church. He feared
the duties would appear somewhat
different to those on the other side of the
Channel ; they had different people to
work upon, and the work was even rather
difficult in this part compared with that
in the north of Ireland. He had had to
go through the country, and he head
found that they could get a fine congre-
gation in the north of Ireland—a fine
Protestant community to work upon—
while in the south it was somewhat
circumscribed. They were not discourag-
ed in their work here, not without hope
that they had with them the God who
had said, ‘“I will be with you,”” and
they had the promise that all power was
in the hands of Christ. Many a time
when his heart had been dispored to be
depressed he had felt great comfort from
the thought that all power was in the
hands of Christ. . With all his
heart he wished God-speed to their
pastor, and wished that he might have
many years of prosperity, and manydays
of joy and gladness in kis life, and be
cheered by seeing the work of God
prospering in his hands, by seeing it
built up in his hands, and be thought
the more unity they had in that work the
better.

The Rev. G. Hudgell felt very
grateful to the dear friends prerent who
invited him to come from England
to be present at that meeting. He was
glad to make the aquaintance of the
friends, some of whose names he had
been familiar with for the last two or
three months, from the letters of his son.
Therev. gentleman procecded to desoribe
theearly life of the new pastor, and said
he believed from his heart that bis heart
was in his work, that he was not & mere
professional preacher of the Gospel, that
there wae no sbam and unreality about
him, but that he enjoyed tbe ministry
to which he bad been called, and that he
was, as he said, no mere professional,
but that his whole soul was engaged in
the work to which he had devoted his
life. His only desire aud aim was to
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bring souls to Christ, to bring sinners to
the foot of the Cross, that in his crowm
by-and-bye there might be many stars
which he might put at the Saviour’s feet.
He believed that in him they would have
an earnest evangelist. They would have
a diligent pastor ; they might call upon
him at any time, and he would be glad
to go and see them and glad to do
anything that lay in his power. He
believed from his previous history and
ministry that he was ready to go to the
full extent of his strength, and even
beyond his strength, in order that he
might do good, and help and succour and
comfort those by whom he was surround-
ed. And he would tell them another
thing- about him ; he.knew what he
believed. He clung to the old-fashioned
Gospel and believed in the essential
verities of the Christian faith., He held
what were called the three R's—Ruin by
sin, Redemption by Christ, Regeneration
by the Holy Spirit. He asked the
oongregation to exercise a kindly for-
bearance towards their pastor, to
encourage him by their co-operation.
They should not leave everything to him.
They were fellow-workers yoked together
for service. If they only recogmised
that, the work of God here would go on
happily and triumphantly.

The Rev. D. Wark then addressed
the meeting, after which

The new pastor said he need not say
how very glad he was to be there that
night. His gladness aross from the
knowledge of the faot that he was just
where God had placed him. He was
very glad to see round him his own
gople; he might call them so just now,

e asked for their prayers, for their
practionl co-operation and sympathy,
for their regular attendance, he asked
that they would do whatever they
could to aid and abet him in the noble
work to which he had committed his life
and ability. He was very glad to have
also in the sudience somo triends from

sister churches. They were one in Christ,
they did not go to a different cross or a
different Christ to get their sins removed
and to get selvation. Mr. Hudgell
described what he had done since he
entered the ministry, and since he
undertook his first pastorateat Wrexham,
in '89. Having enumerated his beliefs,
he said he would commend himself with
them to God, and would ask Him to

ur upon them the richest benisons of

is love and power, that they might be
endowed with supernatural courage and
perseverance. They not only wanted
courage to begin, but courage to
persevere with their work.

The meeting closed with the singing
of the doxology.—dbridyed from she
Waterford Standard.

Banp oF Hork.

A public meeting in connection with
the Band of Hope and Temperance
Soociety was held on March 11th. A
large number attended, and an interest-
ing and most enjoyable evening was
spent. Rev. P. A. Hudgoll (who
presided) gave an address to the young
ones, on ‘‘ Little foxes,” and another
one was delivered on the ¢ Evils of
intemperance ” by the pustor's father,
Rev. George Hudgell, of Bristol;
with these exceptions, the programme
was filled up by the members of the
Band of Hops, who, hy their songs and
recitations, showed how greatly their
heart wuas in their work, and how
oarefully and succeasfully they had been
trained for the oocusion. One novel
feature of the programimne wus the item,
entitled ‘¢ Medical advico,” under which
different juveniles recited the opinions
of various oelebrated doctors upon the
ourses of the iniquitous drink traffo,
This noble work, in the interosts of
Gonpel temperauce, hus beon uttended
with much success in tho past; and it
is hoped that,under theMaster's blossing,
it may be productive of even more good
1 the futnre,

— e tmmro———

REVIEWS.

SHOULD WOMEN PREACH? By
Philip Cadby. London: Elliot
Stock, Paternoster Row. Price 2/-,

A weighty word upon an increasingly im-
portant theme. Mr, Cadby examines the
subject in a calm, judicious and reverent
spirit, and arrives at the conclusion that
the New Testament warrants a negative
answer to the question, ‘‘ Should women

preach?” Still we are inclined to think
that the terms of his question are not
quite covered by the evidence adduced.
That evidence would certainly seem to be
against women occupying an official posi-
tion, and engaging in public ministration
in the Church of God, but we are not
quite sure that it would preclude them
from preaching, inthe sense of telling the
glad tidings of a Saviour’s love to con-
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gregations of their own sex, or even to
mixed companies. Mr. Cadby’s book is,
however, worthy of a careful perusal, and
we commend it to the notice of all who
are interested in the question.

THE WONDERFUL STORY OF WIs-
DOM, LOVE, AND GRACE DIVINE.
Same Publisher.

This little book comes from across the
Atlantic, and purports to be the ¢/ Old,
old story to the end.” It is in fact the
well-known poetical version of the old,
old story, with certain American modifi-
cations and additions, some of which are
improvements, but some, we think, are
not. It ought, however, to be an inter-
esting book for our young friends. Itis
beautifully got up, and the pictures in pen
and ink are neatly done.

THE BOOK DEFENDED. By Herbert
Dickins. SamePublisher. Price2/6.

A little book with an excellent aim which
is fairly well carried out. We do not
find much literary grace, but we do find
a goud deal of interesting matter, while
the occasional autobiographical references
lend a piquancy which makes the btook,
as a whole, very readable. We do not
suppose that educated infidels will be
much impressed by it, but it may be the
means of convincing some of that class
of infidels with whom the writer seems to
have frequently met. The book suffers
somewhat from a lack of orderly arrange-
ment, while some of the matter is rather
irrelevant. Weare not greatly impressed,
for instance, by the discovery of the
writer that all the chapters in the Book
of Revelation, except three, begin
with the word ‘“and ”; and that twenty

-

7

out of the twenty-seven chapters of
Leviticus begin with the words *‘ And the
Lord spake.”

THE GOSPEL OF THE GRACE AND
THE Two SALVATIONS. By G.
O. Barnes. Same Publisher. )

This is rather a striking little book. It

contains much fresh and vigorous thought;

and there is much of it that is really good.

We cannot, however, agree with the

author’s denunciation of Calvinism ; nor

do we think he has been as successful as
he imagines, in finding the key to the
mysteries of the Gospel. We are more
than astonished to find that he seriously
advocates the exploded and unscriptural
idea, that the Afonement was made not to

Divine justice but to Satanic malice—

that the Ransom was paid by Christ not

to God but to the enemy of our race !

LETTER BOOKLETS. By Rev. W.
Firth. London : Partridge & Co.

The editor of *‘ Consecration” sends us
a number of halfpenny and penny
booklets, written by him from time to
time, which are worthy of a wide circul-
ation. Some of them, as ‘‘The First
Primrose,” ¢‘The First Violet,” ¢ The
Wild Rose,” ““The Gnarled Old Qak of
the New Forest,”” etc., are meditations
on natural objects, in which precious
spritual lessons are graciously set forth
and simply illustrated. Others are more
in the nature of expositions on certain
texts, as ‘‘Be not afraid,” ‘‘Let your
light so shine,” ¢The True Church";
all are good. The same writer sends us
some tracts on Romanism and Ritualism,
which are calculated to serve the Protest-
ant cause.

-

——————

IRISH BAPTIST HOME MISSION,
Subscriptions received by the Treasurer from 1st January to 31st March, 1892.

Chairman—PasToR HUGH D. BROWN, M.A., OAKLAND, RATHGAR, DUBLIN.
Hon. Treasurer— MR, H. A, GRIBBQN, HoLME LrA, COLERAINE,
Secretary—MR, T. R, WARNER, 83, GROSVENOR SQUARE, RATHMINES, DUBLIN,

Bacup, Irwell Ter Church,

per Mr D Woodhead ('91) £1 10 0
Bristol, Buckingham Ch,

Clifton,per MrG HLeonard 4 17 4
Ballymena,por MrsM‘Master2 1 0
Bradford-on-Avon, per Rev,

J Aldis—Rev J Aldis 10/,

Mrs Aldis 10/, Miss

Aldis 5/ . 1 5 0

Bratton, Wilts, per Mrs Geo

Brent—Coll £3 3s 38d,

Mrs Cowdery 20/, Mr G

Brent 5/,MrJ Reeves 2/6,

Mr J S Whitaker 5/,

Miss Whitaker 2/, Master

Whitaker (box) 15/6 ...£5 13 8
Belfast, Mountpottinger,per

Mr R M‘Intosh... ..1210 0



Irisk Baptist Home Mission.

87

Birkenhead, Grange Rd S S £0 10
Crieff, Miss M M Ferguson 0 5
Cardiff, Bethany Ch, per

Miss Dyer—MrJ Howell

21/, Mr R Evans 10/, Mr

Proger 5/,Mr E Barry 5/,

Mr W J Kyte 2/6, M\r W

Griffiths 2/6, Miss Dyer

2/6, M\rWm Jones 10/,Mr

D R Ambrose 10/, Mr J

W Jotham 5/, Mr J T

Barryjr5/,Mr AEdwards

2/6, Mrs Edwards 2/6 ...
Cardiff, Tabernacle Ch, per

Mr T Phillips, coll
Coleraine, Church Contrib.
Cardigan, Welsh Church...
Caversham, Mr E West ...
Clough,per Mr Jno Houston
Carmarthen, Priory Ch, per

Mr R Phillips—Col 25/,

Rev G H Roberts 2/, Mr

WKing2/6,MrP Lewis2/6 1 12
Colchester Eld Lane SS, per

Mr H Letch
Cirencester, Mr J Hiscock
Carrickfergus, per Mr D

Pasley — Coll by Miss

Weatherup 49/, Coll by

Miss M‘Carthy 11/- ... 8 O
Dublin, Harcourt Evangel

Asso, per Mr Drummond 26 12
Dublin, Harcourt $St, per

Mr. Drummond — Coll

£16 88 53, MrG W Stanley

£5,MrS E Fitzgerald 20/,

MrW Carey50/,MrGeorge

H Hipwell 40/, Mrs W H

Drummond 40/, Mr Jas

Adam £5, Mr Garrett

Gill 40/, Mr Rupert

Doyle 10/, Mr Kirke

M¢‘Mullan 20/, Mrs Laur-

ent 31/4, Mr H D Brown

£50, Mr W H Drum-

mond £10 10s 34, .. 99 10
Dublin, Phibsboro’ per

Pastor F E Bury ... 8 0
Dunfermline, per Mr Wm

Mathewson — Collect by

Miss Oswald £7 158, Mr

W Mathewson £3, Mr J

Hutchinson 5/, Mr D

Ireland 21/, ... 12
Evesham, per Mr J s

Slater ... .. 113
Eastbourne, per Mr JJ

Saunders e ... 018
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Glasgow, Adelaide Place,
Mr Childe
Hereford, Mr J Jacob -
Hitchin, Tilehouse St, per
Mrs Gatward—Coll 22/,
Mr H H Foster 10/, Mr
C W Gatward 5/, Mr G
W Russell 3/, Rev T
Williams 2/6, Mr A
Doggett 3. Mr John
Gatward 10, Mr W
Jerves 21, Mrs Throssell
1/, Miss L Newton 2/, ...
Hendon, per Pastor G D
Hooper ...
Ipswich, Mr Hany "Ennals
Kirkealdy, Whyte’s Cause-
way, per Miss Maggie
Renton ...
Legacy of the late Re\ T
King .
Lelcestel. l\Ir TAch\\onh
London, Brockliey Rd S S,
per Mr A \V Graves
London, Catford Hill," per
MrIT Taylor (91)
London, Metropolitan Tab
(Tent) ...
London, Miss Poole N
London, Denmark Place,
Camberwell .
London, Lee S I, per Rev
T Foston—Mr Micklem
London, Up. Holloway, per
Mr E Balding ...
London,Vernon Square, per
Pastor Mateer— A Iriend
London, Upton Ch Mr A C
Pensam e
London, Hnmpateud pel
Rev W Brock
London, Rev J Hnnt(‘ooke
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BAPTISMS.

[As we wish to have this chronicle of Baptisms as complete as possible, we trust our

Athlone.—March 13th, five, by the pastor, F. G. Eland.
Banbridge. —April 4th, seven, by the pastor, George Marshall.

Belfast : Regent
pastor, C. 8. Donald.

Lisnagleep.—March 7th, one, by Pastor J. W, Pearce.

Tandragee.—April, two by Pastor J.

N ==L =S

.

Taylor.

Pastors will see that all Baptisms are duly reported month by month.—ED. LLB.M.]

Street—March 27th, four (three from Sabbath School), by the

Precious Promiges.

B

Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved.—Aomans v, 13
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HUGH D. BROWN, M.A.

By T. R. W,

@5 UGH D. BROWN, M.A,, tho esteered and popular
pastor of Harcourt-streot Chapel, Dublin, was born
on February 12, 1858, and is consequently thirty-
four years of age, a remarkably carly period of life
for him tp have gained the position he now oconpies.
His father was a sucecessful Christinn merchant,
having through great ability built up one of the
largest business houses in tho city. He came of a godly
stock, his grandfather being a sturdy Puritan and an
exhorter in the Scotch Baptist Chnreh which, more than o
hundred years ago, met for worship in the old town of Salt-
couts. Further back through the centuries their family
counection may be traced to one of the Covenanters, who by
his death wituessed for the principles ho loved dearer than
life itself. It might have been some sitisfuction to this hero
—who was none other than John Brown of Pricsthill—if, before he wus
shot through the head by the cruel and persecuting hand of Grahnm of
Claverhouse, he could have secen, far down the coming time, one of his
desceudauts, in the person of Pastor Brown, preaching the Gospel of the
blessed God which he was dying to defend. At any rate, it is pleasing
to find, after the lapse of so many yecars, a scion of the house of this
brave old Covenanter, with the same grit and faith, preaching with such
manifest power the truth his forefather loved, and for which he won a
martyr's crown.  Fortunately for the pastor of Ilarcourt Chapel, he had
the advantage, not only of a godly father, but also a mother of deep
spiritual insight into the things pertaining to the Kingdom of God.
Being a devoted student of the sacred record, it was her aim to instil
into her son's youthful mind precious Bible traths, her ambition heing
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that her boy might early learn, above all else, * God’s simple unencumn-
bered plan, believe and live.” These early efforts of his mother are still
remembered by him. Speaking to a friend, Mr. Brown remarked, “I
can well remember the great fact of substitution being taught me by
my mother in numerous Bible stories and other illustrations, many of
which are fresh in my mind to-day; one in particular struck me, and
has remained with me ever since—the Russian nobleman, and his devoted
servant who gave himself to the wolves to save his master’s life.”

When an infant, Mr. Brown’s life was despaired of, he being an
exceedingly delicate child ; by the greatest care, however, as the years
passéd, he gathered strength, and now he enjoys fairly good health. He
grew up with a voracious appetite for reading. At the age of eight he
would sit for hours by his mother’s side reading Motley’s * Rise and
Fall of the Dutch Republic.” History and books of travels were his
chief delight. Of course he revelled, in' common with other boys, in
“ Robinson Crusoe” and like harmless and stimulating works; but
beyond all these he had a passion for history, in proof of which it may
be remarked that at the tender age of ten he commenced writing a
history of Scotland, doubtless being drawn to “the land of brown
heath and shaggy wood ” by the fact that it was his father’s early home.
However, this history, fortunately or unfortunately, has never been
completed from that day to this, and it is hardly probable that the
public at such a remote period will ever gaze upon a page of the said
work, as the pastor’s hands are now fully occupied with other more
urgent pursuits. It was during the time of his history-making that he
was compelled to make his first public address. His elder brothers on
one occasion, being anxious to test his powers of speech, placed him on a
chair and demanded of him that he should deliver a speech.  What
shall I speak on?” he asked. *Choose your own subject,” was the
reply. ‘ Then,” said the youthful lecturer, stretching out his hand,
“my subject shall be Scotland.” After a judicious pause and a nervous
glance around the room, he commenced :—** Scotland—glorious—Seot-
land ” then came a twitching of the face and hands, but no words.
The silence was only broken by the youthful orator bursting into tears,
Whether the subject was too overpowering or the words stuck in his
throat, he could never determine. But since then he seems amply to
have atoned for the breakdown in his first speech, for in after life, and
when pouring out a flood of words before a big audience, others have
again and again been seen to be in tears! . ]

One of the most pleasing and instructive lessons in Scripture 18
where one brother, Andrew, led another, Peter, to the Saviour. .It, wos
so in Mr. Brown’s case. His brother Vere having found Christ, or
rather having been found of Him, led Hugh to the Master's feet. It was
at this perlod that the full sunshine of the Saviour’s finished .work' burst
with all its radiancy into his soul. At this happy crisis in his !lfe,
Dublin was visited by Mr. Moody, the celebrated American cvangelist ;
and from Lim he learnt the doctrine of full assurance Ly faith; and from
that hour he testifies that, although conscious of sin and waywardness,
he has never for o moment doubted that “ Ho who has begun the good
work in him will perfoct it until the day of Jesus Christ.”
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The desire that others should taste the sweetness of forgiving love
now became increasingly fervent in him. A little incident which came
under the notice of the present writer might fairly illustrate how soon he
became a winner of souls. Hard by his home there lived a sturdy
Presbyterian gardener, a man who feared God, but knew not God’s
righteousness, and was going through life trying as best he could to
establish his own. “I well remember the day,” said he, “and the very
spot where Mr. Hugh spoke to me of my soul’s eternal welfare. I was
fairly dumbfounded. It is nearly twenty years ago, but it seems only
like yesterday, and he was a mere stripling. I did not know what to
do; whether to cuff his ear, or to bid him mind his own business ; but
he spoke to me so pleasantiy and so earnestly that his question set me
thinking, aud from thinking to earnest prayer, and from prayer to
Calvary, where, as a poor siuner, I passed through the strait gate, and
am now, thank God, in the narrow way that leadeth unto life eternal
and to the city of our God. Man! just to think of it all! it was only
a word dropped into my ear on a summer day by Pastor Brown when he
was only a laddie ; but, through God’s blessing, it was a grain of seed
sown in a poor unworthy heart, prepared already by the Great Husband-
man, and it has since borne a harvest of peace.” Mr. Brown’s school-
days were passed, like those of most other boys, without anything of
importance to note. On leaving school, he was plaeed under a private
tutor, who prepared him for his entrance to college. He matriculated
at old Trinity at the age of eighteen ; and that he was a diligent student.
may be gathered from the fact that he graduated with honours, being
first honour man and medallist in metaphysics, logic, and ethics, On
leaving his Alma Muter, he was called to the Bar, and practised in his
profession for somewhat over two years, A brilliant prospect, from u
worldly point of view, lay before him. That Mr. Brown might havo
risen to a high position ay a barristor may be reasonably councludod from
the remarkable ability he has displayed in anothor walk of lifo, nud from
his specinl jorte for controversy and debate. Mr. Brown's attention wus
called to the subjoct of baptism while o member of the Kpiscopal
Chuarch, It happened that he took part in a debate on the vexed ques-
tion (even among Churchmen) of Baptismal Regoneration. In looking
up the subjeot he naturally turned to the Bible, and while thus studying
he onme to the conclusion that believers’ baptism, and that alone, wns
iustituted and taught by the Apostles. From the moment ho recognised
the Lord’s will, he allowed no time to be lost before confessing Christ in
the ordinance of His own appointment. He saw clearly that no longer
could he consistently remain a member of the Irish Church, and, having
reccived a considerable amount of blessing among ‘‘ Brethren,” he was
baptised by them, and was led to make a close study of their tencts of
faith ; but finding, as a whole, that thoir body was deficient in Scriptural
order, and the pastor’s and deacon’s oftice not fully recognised, he could
uot join them, believing confusion to be the inevitable outcome of their
views concerning the " impulsive” Holy Ghost ministry in the assembly,
and as such distiuctly opposed to the simple directions given of Gud for
the orderly ministry in His Church.

Circumstances, however, arose at this period of his lifo which changed
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the whole current of his pursuits. It happened that the old Baptist
Chapel in Abbey-street, Dublin, had been some time without a pastor.
The congregation bad dwindled down to the lowest possible point. But
there were still left a few warm-hearted brethren who were lifting their
souls up to God in prayer for blessing, and that it might please Him to
send prosperity. This prayer was answered. Mr Brown, who was now
well known in the city as au earnest exponent of Evangelical religion,
was asked to occupy the pulpit for a short period. Thereupon the con-
gregation gradually increased, souls were saved, believers immersed, and
the fellowship greatly stimulated in their love and work for God.
Althongh it was not anticipated, when Mr. Brown first commenced these
services, that he would ultimately become the pastor of the Abbey-street
church, yet such evidently was what God led him there for; and thus
the task he put his hand to temporarily became the business of his life.
Perhaps the following letters will best explain the attitude of the church
and of Mr. Brown in entering upon his subsequent life work :—

““ Abbey-street Baptist Chapel, Dublin, November 5, 1884.

“ DeEar MR. BrRowN,—At the church meeting held on Tuesday evg., the
4th inst., the friends assemnbled unanimously came to the conclusion that you
should be requested to take up the vacant pastorate. In accordance with
their united request, I now lay the matter before you. Each member present
spoke in the highest terms of your fitness for the office, your earnest labours
in the past, and self-denial in laying down so much for the cause you have at
heart. They were of one mind as to the good gift (‘ not of men, neither by
man ’), and with full purpose of heart werc determined, like Aaron and Hur,
to hold up the hand of their Moses if he were led to come amongst them.
Praying that a great door and effectual may be opened unto you, and that
your heart’s noblest aspirations and highest ambitions may be more than
satisfied,— Yours faithfully, “ W. C, WARNER, Secretary.”

“ Qakland, Rathgar, November 8, 1884,

“ DEaR MB. WaRrNER,—I have been praying for years that the Lord wounld
lead me (if His will} into the more public ministry of His Gospel, and dare
pot refuse the unanimous invitation to accept the pastorate of Abbey-strect.
True, the church is smali, and perhaps despised ; but God is omnipotent, and,
in spite of weakness or fancied strength on our part, can make our testimony
powerful, consistent, and extensive for the glory of His name.

“ The sympathy expressed by the friends 1n Abbey-street has greatly cheered
and strengthened me to undertale the responsibility of pastor. Doubtless [
shall make many failures and indiscretions, which I trust you will pardon
and forgot, and eprnestly do I entreat a continual remembrance of mo at the
throne of grace in your praycrs, both privato and public. Believing the
clerical attire and title unscriptural, I shall adopt neither. If I cannot be
recognised as possessing other tolkens of Divine grace, tho quicker you nre rid
of mo the better. Iiach gift in our ¢church should be utilised, developed, and
consecrated to the Redeemer’s glory; and if such be the case, and we, with
faithful and loving hearts, unitedly wait on God, progress, marked and real,
must be the result, God grant us to be ambitious men. There is no limit to
the possibilities of faith, and with the oinnipotenco and truth of Heaven at
our bacl, we should not shrink fromn expecting that Dublin will be shaken
through our feeble efforts. Man is, indoed, contemptible, but not the God of
Pentecont.—Allectionately yours in Ilimn, “ Husn D, Brown.”

On the completion of Mr. Brown’s first two years as pustor, it was
cvident that, at the rate the church was extending her borders, the old
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chapel would not be sufficient to accommodate the worshippers. There-
fore, after much prayer and earnest seeking for a suitable position on
which to erect a new Baptist edifice, a most convenient and commanding
site was obtained. The foundation-stone of the new premises was laid
by the pastor’s mother, and in the following year, in the month of
November, the church moved into its new quarters, being ouly its third
time of flitting during the long space of over two-and-a-half centuries ;
and never have they had such comfortable quarters as they now enjoy in
Harcourt Chapel. The building itself was admirably carried from start
to finish, no expense being spared to put in all modern improvements.
The ladies’ parlour, office-bearers’ vestry, and pastor’s vestry, together
with the lecture halls at the rear of the chapel, have been amply pro-
vided with every item of convenience. An exteusive lending library is
placed on the landing by which the galleries are entered, situated over
the hall where the Sunday-school is held, which hall can be throwu into
the main building when so desired, by simply raising the revolving
shutters. This is a great convenience, as every seat is required at the
Sunday gatherings. A pumber of new seats have been lately added,
and the total represents sitting accommodation for nearly a thousand
people. To mot a few of those capable of judging of the cost of so
complete a pile of buildings it was a surprise to learn that the whole
work was finished by an outlay of some six thousand pounds, but it was
a much greater astonishment to learn that Pastor Brown had defrayed
the whole cost himself, not a shilling being collected from any of the
adhercots or outsiders. One loynl man thought it not too great an
investment to make of his capital, in this money-loving and hoarding
age, thus to advance the cause of his great Captuin, Christ.

It is very interesting to know that among the hundreds of porsons
Mr. Brown has baptised in Harcourt Chapel the Kingdom of God is
being established in the hearts of anll sorts and conditions of 1cu.
Among the number who have been transluted Ly the Gospel of Christ
from the Kingdom of Darkness into that of God’s dear Son, nrc Jews,
Roman Catholics, and followers of the new school of which Mrs. Besant
is the recent high-priestess. Fascinating as the details of these conver-
sions would be, we must hurry on to give an account of the general work
done under Mr. Brown’s fostering care in the busy hive of Christian
workers connected with Harcourt Chapel. Cottage meetings have beon
started, and these profitable gatherings are conducted by the young men,
who thus find openings to give expression of their love to tho Master.
An evangelistic associntion, started three years since with one evangelist,
grew so rapidly that at the end of the lust year there were six good men
and true preaching the Gospel from one end of Ircland to the other, 1t is
not in the provinco of any man to tabulate and set forth in statistics all
spiritual birth and progress. Nevertheless, in the districts passed
through, these men have left behind them renewed lives; men and
women who, up to the time of their visit, were living * without God and
without hope in the world,” are now rejoicing in the great salvation.
Time and space fail to tell of many other meetings, such as the men
and women's Bible classes, prayer meetings, Sunday-school work, or of
the deeply interesting evangelism carried on amongst the military.
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Suffice it to say, as regards the latter, that a converted soldier usually
means a missionary to other lands. And from all parts of the world—
India, Africa, Egypt, etc.—letters have been received, written by men in
various regiments, testifying of the grace that sought them and the
blessing they received at the meeting for the military held in Harcourt-
street Chapel. A letter came to hand a few days since (from the
disturbed district of Upper Burmah), saying, ** We may fall, but we are
ready, and in the meantire are holding up the light. My comrades and
I had a little prayer meeting on the hillside, when we thanked God for
the happy days spent at Harcourt-street.” Many such communicatious
have been received.

No brief sketch of Pastor Brown’s life would be complete without
mentioning the work carried on among the poor in three different dis-
tricts in the city of Dublin. This work is largely in the hands of the
ladies of the congregation, assisted by a city missionary. As an illustra-
tion, it may be mentioned that over a hundred women were provided a
few days since with a Christmas feast. On the same evening they were
given one pound of beef for each member of their family, also tea, cake,
etc., in like ratio, Warm garments, blankets, etc., are also given to
each member of the Dorcas Society. Thus their own poor homes wero
Lrightened by having a rich supply of good things on the day when all
people were thinking more or less about Him of whom it was said, * He
went about doing good.” Much of the interesting knowledge of men
and things possessed by Mr. Brown has been gained by him in travel.
It has fallen to the lot of few to have studied human naturc in so many
different parts of the habitable globe ; indeed, the story of his journeying
would make a respectable-sized volume of a thoroughly readable kind.
Of course, like other people who have travelled, he has a goodly store of
anecdotes and curious experiences with which to entertain his friends.
We may simply mention that he has visited most of the Kuropean
countries and cities, from the ‘‘Land of the Midnight Sun” to the
“ Bride of the Adriatic.” Australia and South America were comprised
in one of his many tours, and last year he visited Canada and the
United States. Three lectures were delivered on his return home,
which embodied many of the incidents and illustrations that fell across
bis path. These lectures were reported verbatim, and will, it may be
hoped, one day be printed. “What is the secret of the blessing that
has attended Mr. Brown’s labours?” queried n friend. The response
was one word —Christ.  Yes, truly this is the glorious and all-powerful
aris on which his preaching revolves. One extract from his uddress
from the presidential chair of the Irish Baptist Association will bricfly
explain, in his own words, the lnconic reply given to the nbove question :
—“To Calvary we turn, gazing in awe-struck reverence, to learn the
holiness of God. From Calvary we sec blazing in all its full-tide splen-
dour the glory of Eternal Love. At Calvary we unravel the secret of
consecration, and grasp the clue to holy living. It is the blood that
saves, it is the blood that justifies, it is the blood that separates, it is
the blood that cleanses, it is the blood that sanctifies, it is the Llood that
ultimately gives the glory and victory.”

The Church of Christ is, Pastor Brown is convinced, a very definite
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and clearly defined institution, the members of which are called out to
a life not of amalgamation with, but of separation from, the world.
Upon this point here are his own words :—

** The modern coneeption of a Church of Christ as a heterogeneous mixture
of saved and unsaved, where religious exercises are certainly engaged in, but
no separation from the world insisted upon, and the painfulness of cross-
bearing carefully concealed ; where the attractions of the opera house are
wmported under the guise of Christian worship, and a man with brains
hired to deliver an intellectual lecture twice a week, is a gross travesty of the
object for which the Lord founded His Church in the beginning. Prayer-
meetings dull and formal, poorly attended, few caring to meef with Jesus
Christ ; the church next evening crowded with a gay and fashionable
assembly to hear the foolish songs of earth, written by unconverted men and
sung by unconverted lips. . . . Yes, brethren, we would plead for the
revival of a healthy Puritanism, not draped in the mourning garb of melan-
choly, but radiant ever in the bridal gladness of those who know their sins
forgiven, and heaven's brightness, joy, and glory soon to be their own ; not
austere and hard, but loving and tender-hearted, yet withal doggedly
determinate to combat for the old theology and the separated life, walking
with a royal dignity here below, and in a manner worthy of God our eternal
Father and all-gracious King.”

This persistent loyalty on Mr. Brown’s part to the simple preaching
of Jesus Christ and Him crucified, linked with the earnest prayerfulness
of the Harcourt Church, has built up a strong and aggressive fellowship,
without the aid of worldly amusements, or other post-apostolic methods.
Concerning the ordinances, Mr. Brown has spoken out with no uncertain
sound. He believes that

‘ Beliovers’ baptism is the Thermopyle of Evangelionl Protestantism, If we
in carelessness surrender this position, all may be lost. TFull well is Rone
acquainted with this fact, and in more than ono Catechism she rensons thus :
‘When a Protestant, prasing the Bible, nttacks at the same time the truths
of our faith, under the pretext that they do not find them in the Bible, ask
him to ehow yon where to find in his Bible that it is right to baptise little
infants, which they do just the same ns ourselves,’ and at once the Irotestant
is baflled, his only gun silenoed, spiked through an act of folly in trusting aa
his friend an emissary of evil, named Tradition. Speaking to Dnptists, wo
need not hero say more concerning infant-sprinkling ; only, brothers, continue
preaching the truth concerning this ordinance publicly and foarlessly, as me
rosponsible unto our God.”

Wholesome words like these were sure to raiso oppounents, and
opposition from many quarters rose hard and fast. Many miscellnneous
pamphlets were written against the new faith started in Harcourt-strect,
but, nothing daunted, Mr. Brown replied seriatim to cach pnmphlet as it
appeared. The writer has now lying on his desk a fow of those produc-
tions ; and as it would be impossible to give particulurs, he may just
mention the titles of a few of them, written by Cunons of the Church
and others: * The Great Ritualism Question,” * Baptist Ditlicultics,”
*“ Baptist Absurdity,” * Believers’ Baptism Aunililated,” ¢ The Baptism
of Christian Iufants Demonstrated upon the Grounds of Scripture and
Renson,” being an Unanswerable Reply to a sermon by Rev. Hugh D,
Brown, M A., Baptist minister, Harcourtstreet, Dublin, entitled,
‘ Believers' Immersion, the only Scriptural Daptism.””  The pamphlet
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which was thus favoured with “an uranswerable reply ” is an exhaustive
and able one on the subject of baptism, the demand for which increases
monthly. Already four editions have been printed, and 15,000 copies
circulated. If one might judge of Mr. Brown’s opponents by their
language, there seems to be a bitterness of feeling which is more caustic
than is usually met with in religious debate. This possibly may be
accounted for by the soreness of some of our Episcopalian friends, who
evidently feel aggrieved that Mr. Brown should have left the church he
was brought up in, and joined himself tc a body of Christians who have
from their earliest inception beeu the determined foes of priesteraft and
clericalism.
Once more let Mr. Brown speak for himself on this point :—

“ Our ordination comes not from man, but God. Our letters of commis-
sion run right from the Eternal. We erave .not the call of earth, nor do we
seck the benediction of Episcopacy—yea, in the assertion that all belicvers
are priests to God, we repudiate the conception of an exclusive ministry.
Clerical and lay distinctions we reject as subversive of the rights and liberties
of all saved people; indeed, the root-meaning of these words betrays the
absurdity of such phrases, *clergy’ signifying those selected, the saved;
‘laity,’ the mass, the people, the non-selected, if you will—and, by parity of
reasoning, the unconverted.

“We beliove that God Himself selects, calls, qualifies and ordains certain
men to the work of the Gospel ministry, and that such should be gladly
recognised, honoured, and supported we distinctly assert, but farther than
this we dare not, will not go,”

Mr. Brown is proverbial for his kindness to the poor, and no real case
of distress, so far as he is able, ever pleads in vain. It is no uncommon
thing to see the kindly sympathy in his face as he listens to the tale of
sorrow and of want. But there is a certain species of landshark which
inhabits our places of worship (as most ministers are aware) ; with them
he deals in a becoming manner, seeming instinctively to know his man.
The writer well remembers coming out of a place of worship in London
with him, when he was accosted by one of the species. He having
moved noiselessly alongside of us, with a pious smile playing over his
features, looked at Mr. Brown steadfastly for a moment or two in silenco,
as if there were thoughts too deep for words to utter. At last he
exclaimed, “I enjoyed what you said, sir, to-night, immenscly.” I
hope, sir,” replied Pastor Brown, “you don’t expect mo to puay you for
listening to me preach, for, by yowr own testimony, you got value.”
Yet, if the truth be told, it was hard cash the meek and oily shark did
expect ; but, being placed on the horns of such a dilemma, his cflrontery
failed him, and he disappeared into the darkness of o November fog. A
more pleasing incident was that of an Irishman who heard Mr. Brown
preach in the Metropolitan Tabernacle. Ho waited for him, then walked
with him fromm Newington to Trafalgar-square, telling him en route the
story of his brother’s sad condition. ‘It seems almost a hopeless case,”
said Mr. Brown, “but let us pray,” and, leading the narrator of his
lrother’s sin to a quiet corner under the shade of one of the biy lions in
Trafalgar-square, he poured ont an earnest prayer that God would take
the wanderer’s feet from the mire and ¢lay, and set them on the Rock of
Ages. Twelve months rolled Dy ; ngain the same preacher was telling
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out in the same place the same old story of redeeming love. At the
close of the service, the same Irishman brought his brother, and intro-
duced him by saying, ‘‘ You remember the prayer-meeting we had one
night by the side of one of the big lions in Trafalgar-square ? Well, sir,
God answered that prayer in saving my poor brother, and I thought
you would like to shake him by the hand.” Both of these men had
been Roman Catholics.

Preaching on another occasion at the request of Mr. Spurgeon and
the office-bearers, on behalf of the Irish Baptist Home Mission, a letter
from the pastor of the Tabernacle was read by Mr. B. W. Carr, one of
the deacons, the following extract from which will convey to the reader
Mr. Spurgeon’s appreciation and affection for Pastor Brown :—

“ My dear brother, Hugh Brown, is an apostle for Ireland. He will ask
your help ; give it him freely, for no man better deserves the sympathy of the
Lord’s people. He is after my own heart, and the more youn aid him, the
more shall I be pleased. Ireland will be the better for Mr. Brown and his
mission. I believe that under the new arrangement we may, with the
Divine blessing, look for great things in the Emerald Isle. Dear friends,
accept my hearty love. Keep the prayer-meetings in full force.—Yours, in
life and death, “C. H. SPURGEON.”

During the stormy meetings over the ‘ Down-grade” controversy,
held in the City Temple, London, in the Spring of '83, Mr. Brown made
his maiden speech before the Baptist Union, which was listened to with
marked attention. It would have been easy on such an ocension, had he
desired simply the praise of men, to sail on the strony tide of those
opinions which were held by the majority of the Union, and, indeed, to
gain their applause might apparently have been worldly wisdom ; but,
feeling that the projected compromise did not commend itself either to
his conscience or common sense, he threw his whole strength and power
against it, and when the vote was taken, was found standing almost
alone—six others only voting with him. Conversing subsequently with
Mr. Charles Haddon Spurgeon, Mr Brown expressed regret that he could
not for peace sake conscientiously support the compromise, and received
in response the great preacher’s warm approvul, in the words, “ Had I
beeun there, I too would have voted with the seven.”

In bringing to a conclusion this Lrief sketeli of Mr. Brown’s past
career and present work, we are conscious that to those who have never
heard him speak, it will but faintly convey the stamp of man he is. He
is ever ready to bemoan the imperfection still clibging to him. But he
is still a young man, and seems to be, comparatively, only at the opening
of his life-work. So that those of his critics who consider his almost
tierce emphusis in debate, and his well-nigh merciless way of coming
down upon his antagonists, as conspicuous weaknesses of character, may
yet exercise the grace of charity and give him time. Future years will
doubtless still further mould and fashion him, He may, perhips,
become a gentler debater, but we sincerely trust he will never lose nny
of that holy fire and burning eloquence which are now in his possession,
He is & man God-sent, terribly in carnest. Heaven and hell seem over
befare him, The coming of the Lord is a subject of intense delight and
oomfort. Two streams of people at all times appareutly pass before his
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gaze—those saved, and those nearing a dread cternity without the
Christian’s hope. Never is he more at home than when beseeching
sinners to be reconciled to God. No man could be more hopeful in
preaching, but he feels that hopeless would be the task of turning men
to Christ and heaven but for sovereign and electing grace. “What
gives me hope,” he recently remarked, *is that God is the Architect.
He will carry out his plan ; neither man nor devil can prevent the erec-
tion of His Temple, and every stone quarried by the hand of God shall
assuredly be placed in its blood-bought position and eternal place of
security by the Christ of God.” If this is Calvinism, and we think it is,
then Pastor Brown is a Calvinist to the backbone. Perhaps it will not
be unfitting to conclude this outline sketch by a verse from his favourite
hymn—
*“ The work which His goodness began,

The arm of His strength will complete;

His promise is yea and awmen,

And never was forfeited yet.

Things future nor things that are now,

Not all things below nor above,

Can make Him His purpose forego,

Or sever my soul from His love.”

B e e |

THE GUILTY GUILTLESS: HOW CAN IT BE?

By Pastor R. H. Carson.

< He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob ; neither hath He seen perverseness in
lsrael.” —NuUMBERS XxiiI 21,

HE statement contained in these words is one of the most remarkable
¢ found perhaps within the covers of the Bible. Among the peoplee
of earth there was none more given to sin, or more perverse in con-
duect, than was Israel of old. And what may be said of the ancient
people of God may—nay, alas | must—be said of God’s true people of
every age and in every land. What were we, my Christian reader,
before conversion? Were we not, and in the truest and fullest sense, ** dead
in trespasses and in sins,” and by immediate consequence ‘‘ children of wrath
even as others” ? (Eph. ii. 1.8). Andwhat areweevenyet? Notwithstanding
all that God has done for us, and judged by the standard ofs perfect law, must
we not still ray—** We are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses
are as filthy rags”? (Isa. lxiv. 6). How, then, are we, how can we, be spoken
of, and especially be spoken of by God Himself, as faultless before Hin? Yet
if the words at the head of this paper have any meaning, thus are we spoken
of. * He hath not beheld injquity in Jacob; neither hath He seen perverse-
ness in Israel.” In the eye of God His people are without spot and blameless.
How is this? How can the guilty be looked upon by an all-seeing God as
guiltless ? . o
Are we to suppose, in meeting this question, that God, the Omniseient God,
gees not things as they really are? This, indeed, is the dootrine of many.
God, we are told, by a sort of legal fiction accounts us righteous while in reality
we are not righteous. Such teaching, however, if not itself blasphemy, yet
approaches the blasphemous. The all-perfect Jehovah cannot account any-
tlEing to be what it is not. His judgment, in every case, must be according

to truth.



The Guilty Guiltless : How can 1! be? 99

Nor will it do to say that God, because of His special regard for ne, is blind
to our faults. That would be to attribute to our Futher in heaven a weakness
anything but creditable to an enrthly parent. God, indeed, has a special regard
for us; but that special regard, so far from blinding Hirm to our fanlts, moves
Him rather to seek their correction. He sees them every one, and sees them
in minnte detail ; and better than we knowing their evil, He would remove
them from us.

No, these suppositions will not meet the question. How, then, it must
still be asked, is the question to be met? How comes it that we who are sin-
ners and sinful, are yet described as without sin and without sinfulness in the
eyes of the Lord ? Observe, perfection, absolute perfection is here supposed.
God is * of purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look on iniquity * (Hab.
1. 13). “Yea, the heavens are not clean in His sight " (Job xv. 15). To be
pronounced blameless, then, by God, blameless in the truest and fullest sense
we must be. But this condition—how can it be ours? Ah ! thisis she glorious
Gospel mystery, now, for ever blessed be the Lord, a mystery no longer. Ix
JESUS WE ARE SPOTLESS AS THE THRONE OF Gop. Is not this the teaching
of the great Apostle? and his teaching we accept as the very word of God.
Speaking of our Liord Christ in His relation to us, Paul in one place (Col. ii. 10)
says—'‘‘Ye are complete in Him,” and to this in another (1 Cor. i. 30) he
adds—** Who of God is made nnto us wisdom and righteousness, sanctification
and redemption.” Imperfect in ourselves, in Jesus we are *‘ complete.” Are
we foolish ? Jesusisour * wisdom.” Do we fail in meeting the requirements
of Law ? Jesusis our *righteousness.” Are we pollated ? Jesus is our *‘ sanctifi-
cation.” Are we sold under sin? Jesus is our * redemption” from sin.

But how is Jesus all this to us? What has He done to secure for us this
Divine, this gloriously righteous standing? For us and in our name He has
met and for ever satuwsfied the requirements of Law. Against us the Law
had a two-fold claim—a olaim of obedience, original and always present, and a
claim of suffering, superadded on acocount of sin. Now these two claiws, or
rather this two-fold olaim, which we never could have met, Jesus in our room
has met, and 8o has become *‘ the end (fulfilment) of the law for righteousness
to every one that believeth ¥ (Rom. x. 4).

1st. To the Law, inils precepts, He has rendered forus a perfect obedience.
Without obedience to the precepts of the Law, obedience complete and entire,
the righteousnees of the Law oould not be ours; and withount the righteousness
of the Law, God could not look upon us as righteons. We are told, indeed,
that anything of this kind was wholly unneoessary, that the sufferings of
Calvary were all that was required on our account, But isiteo? Isthe primary,
natural, and necessary right of the Law lost in its secondary and superadded
right? Hasthe Law no further claim upon us than bearing its penalty? That
penalty once borne, may we for ever after trample on its precepts? Such
a thing, everyone wnust see, conld not be. LEven in human jurisprudence the
supposition is inadmissable. Has the inan suffering in a British priaon for the
violation of British law no further obligation to the law of DBritain? Is
he not still, and as much as ever, or as any other man, bound to obedience ?
And is it less so here? Shall the law of man under all circumstances require
obedience, and shall the Law of God when violated by ue cease to require it ?
No! no! as remninded by an Aposile of Christ, the Gosfel does not ‘ make
void,” it rather ** establishes the Law ” (Rom. iii. 81). It meets it tn all its
claims—as well in ita original as in its superadded claim, as well in obedience
as in suffering. Thns what we could not do for ourselves, Jesus has done for
ns. He has rendered to the law s perfect obedience, and by that obedience
we ‘‘are wade righteous” (Rom. v. 19).
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2nd. The penalty of the Law the great Surety for us has borne. Here,
again, we were powerless to help ourselves. By our transgressions guilt lay
upon us, and that guilt we could not roll away. DBut rolled away it has been,
never, never to appear against us. Jesus, our blessed Jesus, took it to Himself
—took it as His own, and by His eross and passion for ever removed it. Yes!
He was “made sin for us who knew no sin, that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. v. 21). Yes ! He has * finished trans-
gression, made an end of sin, and brought in everlasting righteousness ” (Dan.
ix. 24). The whole weight of wrath Divine that should have fallen upon us,
He bore for us. ““He was wounded for our transgressione, He was bruised for
our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes
we are healed ” (Isa. liii. 5). 'With Hislast, His dying breath He cried aloud
—“Irt 1s FinisEED.” The work begun in obedience He now completed in
suffering ; and thus, in the matter of our salvation, He lelt nothing, nothing
whatever, for us to do.

Here now, my reader, let us see the ground of our acceptance with God.
On the doing and the dying of God’s own Son we build for eternity. In these
we have Christ's completed work on behalf of the guilty, His “ obedience unto
death ” (Phil. ii. 8), standing in which even the eye of God can see no fault in
us. Isnotthisthe ¢ fine linen, clean and white,” whichis ‘* the righteousness
of saints ”? (Rev. xix. 8). 8 it not the undivided robe, the spotless wedding
garment, without which no one may share in the marriage supper of the Lamb ?
(Matt. xxii. 2-13). Yes ! in the work of Jesus we have that glorious righteous-
ness which exceeds, not only that of the best of human kind, but that of angel
or archangel—we have the righteousness of God Himself. Jesus is “JEROVAH
OUR RIGHTEOUSNEsSS” (Jer. xxiii. 6). In Him we have met and now and for
ever satisfied the claims of law. Does the law demand obedience ! In Him
we have rendered it (Matt. iii. 15). Does the law require death ? In Him
we “ were dead,” or rather “have died” (2 Cor. v. 14). Thus, and with &
special emphasis, * the righteousness of the Law is fulfilled in us” (Rom.viii.4).

And this is how the guilty are guiltless—how that otherwise impossible
thing takes place, God * justifying the ungodly,” God ‘' seeing no iniquity in
Jacob, neither perverseness in Israel.” God's Israel stand in God's Christ;
and whatever they are in themselves, in Him they are without spot and blame-
less. Isit any wonder Paul desired to be found in Christ, ‘‘not having his
own righteousness which was of the Law, but that which was through the
faith of Christ, the righteousness of God by faith * (Phil.iii.9). In that robe,
matchless * for glory and for beauty,” he could ohallenge heaven, earth, and
hell to lay anything to his charge, (Row. viii. 38). In himself, he well knew
it, he was the “chief of sinners,” in Christ he was spotless as the throne of
God. Guilty, yet guiltless! Altogether guiltless! Wonderful! Yet if the
Bible be God's revelation, this is God's truth. My reader, can you teke this
position and realize this glorious standing? If you and Jesus have come
together in the unity of the Gospel, if by a living faith in His blessed name
you are one with Him—“no more twain but one flesh,” this position, this
standing is yours. His righteousness is not only * unto all,” but *upon all
them that believe ” (Rom. iii. 22).
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CHRISTIAN CHARACTERISTICS, ARRANGED
ALPHABETICALLY.

By TroMAs DoueLas, Missionary, Scotland.

HE study of Christian character from an alphabetical point of view
is an interesting, instructive, and profitable exercise, and will tend to
stimulate and strengthen the followers of Jesus Christ in their praise-
worthy, ennobling, and God-glorifying efforts to cherish, cultivate,

3 and develop the Christ-like spirit in individual life and work.
Abnegation (Gal. ii. 20).—Self-renunciation is an indispensable
duty on the part of all who are called by the name of Christ, and are seeking
success and blessing in Christian enterprise. ** I am crucified with Christ . . . .
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of
God,” indicates a spirit of abnegation which ought to permeate and charac-
terise the daily life and work of every child of God.

Burden-bearing (Gal. vi. 2).—True religion does not encourage a spirit of
selfish isolation. He who has been ‘‘ accepted in the Beloved” renlises that a
responsibility rests upon him to show his faith by his works. He endeavours
to brighten the lives of those around him, to comfort the sorrowful, and help
the discouraged, remewmbering the injunetion, * Bear ye one another's burdens,
and so fulfil the law of Christ.”

Courage (Is. xxvii. 14).—The believer should be of a bold and manly
spirit. ‘I fenr my God, and have no other fear,” is the language of his heart.
With a Divine Protector be can walk calmly through this world, unmoved by
its applause or threatening. Through Christ strengthening hiw, he can do all
things, and no apparent difficulty oan turn him from duty.

Diligence (Proverbs xxii. 20 ; 2 Tim. i. 10).—The Christian is not ** sloth-
ful in buosiness.” He faithfully attends to his temporal interosts, though
eternal concerns have u foremost place in his heart. There is no warrant in
Scripture for the idea that a man wmust retire from the world in order to live
a bholy life. Christ teaches us not to hide our light under a bushiel, but to let
it shine before men.

Earnestness (Jude 3).—Earnestness commands the respect f mwankind,
whereas a wavering, vacillating, dead-and-alive sort of Christint worker is a
clog on the wheel of the Gospel ohariot, retarding the progres. of the con-
solidative influence of Divine grace in the ranks of those who are enrrying on
a warfare agninst the powers of darkness. God individuali-«s Christian
service, and marks His appreciation of efforts nade in an earnc-t spirit, and
with a single eye to His glory.

Fervency of Spirit (Romans xii. 11).—Fervour in God’s ser: co implies a
desire 1o lovo Him and work for Hitn with all the powere of our 'ving. It is
not confined to times of speocial religious activity, but it is & ray . ' light from
Above, which shines more and 1pore a8 the believer grows in 1l knowledge
of God. It is the outcome of healthy epiritual life, and give intensity of
purpose to all his work for God.

Gladness (Psaln Ixviii. 8).—Attacks from the enemies of « r fuith will

prove subservient to it propagation and sucoess, but the gloomy nsrepresen-
tations of its propagators will to sowne extent retard the rapidity - ts progress.
Christians ought ever to feel, and to make others feel too, that t.. .nestimable
g_ivilege of co-operating with a beneficent Providence in exter g Christ's

ingdom, is the Alpha and Omega of life ; the true source of ul. nl joy and
gladness here below, and an earnest and joyful anticipation ¢! udless and

unallo