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"Book Reviews," Indian Journal of Theology 12.2 (April-June 1963): 73-82.

Book Reviews

One-Volume Bible Commentary : by William Neil. Hodder and
Stoughton. Pp. 544. Price 15s.

The New Bible Dictionary : Inter-Varsity Fellowship. Pp. 1375,
plus 16 plates and 17 maps. Price 45s.

These two volumes, each in its pwn way, are landmarks in

- the study of the Bible, and even students with few resources

should do their utmost to possess them, since they are valuable
tools which will serve for many years when other more immedi-
ately popular works are forgotten. When they are taken together
they cannot but cause rejoicing for the indicafions they give of the
narrowing of the gap between the so-called * criticaIy’ and ‘con-
servative’ groups of theologians. During the last few years the
Serampore Senate and the Board of Theological Education have

_made %;reat efforts for a rapprochement in India, and to some

extent have succeeded. If these two books become widely used,
the efforts to this end will be greatly strengthened, to the great
advantage of the Church in India and of Theological Education
in particular.

William Neil's Commentary is small enough to fit in a pocket
if one ignores wifely complaints about spoiling the set of the suit,
its cost is amazmglg,r small, and it is a mine of gold. The author
uses this metaphor in his introduction, where he describes his task
as examining the gold which has been exposed by the tools of
archaeological, historical, textual and literary investigation. It is
intended as a‘running commentary on the Bible and is designed
to compel the reader to read the text itself, but it is also an ad-
mirable volume for reading through as it stands. In particular,
for students of the Diploma in Religious Knowledge and the

.B.R.E. paper on General Knowledge of the Bible, it provides a

conspectus of the message of the Bible which co-ordinates and
expounds it in a way which is not found elsewhere. Neil describes
the story of the Bible as a drama in three acts, with a prologue
and epilogue. ‘ Briefly, the prologue paints the picture of the
world as God meant it to be, and then shows us the appalling
mess we have made of it. The three acts tell the story o]f) what
God has done, and is still doing, to enable us to get out of the
mess. The epilogue paints the picture of the end product, when
men arnd things become what God intended them to be.” The
prologue is Gen. 1-11, Act I the rest of the Old Testament and
Apocrypha (this is also a very valuable inclusion in the book),
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Act II the Gospels, and Act III the rest of the New Testament,
with the Book of Revelation as the epilogue. In one sense the
volume may be described as a ‘ theological” commentary, but the
author never allows us to forget that Biblical Theology is firmly
and inexorably rooted in History. The tools may have been put
out of sight, but the gold still bears the marks of the workman-
ship which has extracted it from the ore and produced it shin-
ing and polished. The author is ‘primarily a New Testament
scholar, and it is a little surprising to find that as one passes from
the Old Testament to the New Testament there is some sense of
disappointment, until one comes to the Letter to the Hebrews.
This again shines out in brilliance, and the commentary on it
shows that it is the book which the author feels most strongly
about. The Pauline Letters are dealt with faithfully (the reviewer
was glad to see that Galatians is given the early date, and the
Prison Epistles are, on balance, assigied to Rome), and the
Synoptic Gospels are well done, but the Fourth Gospel is the
least satisfying. This is all the more surprising since an analysis
could have been given on the lines of C. H. Dodd which would
have brought out very clearly indeed the whole theme which
the author is carrying through the book. It is in this section also
that the author seems not only to have put his tools aside but
to have lost one completely for a time, since even the IVF Diction-
ary is quite certain that the Pericope Adulterae does not belong
to John, This, however, is but a very minor blemish on a volume
which can be wholeheartedly recommended to anyone who wants
to study the Bible. There is certainly nothing better, éven at a
much higher price, and it would be excellent if Regional Litera-
ture Committees took note of it as a high priority for translation.

The New Bible Dictionary has anticipated the publication of
the revised Hastings, and its %rice will probably give it a strong
advantage. It was reviewed Dr. Rowley in the Expository
Times for September 1962, and various points of detailed eritic-
ism were given, The book is definitely written from a generally
“ conservative” standpoint, and the preface still unfortunately
uses the description ‘evangelical” as a diseriminatory term, but
its publication must be welcomed for the faimess which it dis-
plays in its reference to other points of view. There are indica-
tions in a number of the articles of a.breadth of outlook which
will go far to bring together those who have been kept apart for
too long. It is obvious that in a book with 139 authors, plus a
panel of editors, there are bound to be differences of approach
and differences of quality, but the general impression is of a very
high quality indeezcil. The bibliographical references at the end of
the articles usually give a variety of opinion, even though the
author of the particular article may not agree with it. A few
isolated comments may be made on particular arficles, chosen in
a fairly random way. The article on Gospels by F. F. Bruce ac-
cepts the general lines of Streeter, and has an important warning
at the end that ‘it is good to consider what sources the Evangelists
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may have used ; it is better to consider what use they made of
their sources. Each of the Synoptic Gospels is an independent
whole, no mere scissors-and-paste compilation’. The article on
“John, Gospel of’ is excellent and takes into account a mass of
recent stud?es right up to Bultmann ; almost 16 Pﬁfes are given
to articles on ‘Text and Versions” which cover that a B.D.
student needs to know, though it is a little surprising that the
Bibliography omits mention of Streeter ; the article on 2 Peter ends
on a non-committal note about the authorship, but the writer
obviously feels it very difficult to accept it as Petrine ; the Pas-
toral Epistles are accepted as Pauline, though the arguments
against are clearly given ; the Captivity Epistles are assigned to
Rome, after a fullydicussion in the article on ‘ Philippians’, with
the conclusion to which the present reviewer would heartily
agree ; Galatians is dated before the Council of Jerusalem, and
therefore to S. Galatia.

It is clearly impossible to do more than mention a few articles
and all the above deal with matters which are controversial. This
should not be allowed to overshadow the major part of the book
which provides material, illustrated by many drawings, excellent-
ly done, to give information about almost anything one can ask
in the Bible. Some of the articles on theological terms may be a
little tendentious, but it is not fair for a reviewer to draw particu-
lar attention to what is a very small part indeed of the book.
There is a' very attractive selection ofp plates (XVec will surely
make Indian readers feel that the Bible is not an alien book!), a
good set of maps and an index with cross-references to the dic-
tionary. At the very modest price this too is a gold-mine which
will provide riches as it is used. :

: D. F. Hupson

Grass Roots : by Patricia Chater. Hodder and Stoughton, 1962,

This book makes most painful reading.

St. Faiths is an Anglican mission station near Rusape in
Southern Rhodesia. It includes a large tract of veldt land which,
like most of the land in those parts not owned by European
settlers, had steadily deteriorated over the last half-century for
reasons beyond the control of the African inhabitants: rising
population, lack of capital for development, and above all the
steady drift of the able-bodied men to more licrative jobs in the.
great industrial centres of Southern Africa. By 1950, therefore,
erosion was making its appearance, and the crops raised by the
women and the.old people were pitifully thin and meagre.

In that year, however, Guy and Molly Clutton-Brock, an
English socia{ worker and his wife, took over the St. Faiths Mis-
sion Farm, and within a few years it was transformed into a thriv-
ing and well-managed estate. This was achieved with the help of
gifts, loans and a_ few well-selected assistants from U.K., but
above all because he succeeded in attracting the young men back
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from the cities. And on their return they were encouraged to take
responsibility for the place—one became the efficient and well-
beloved Farm Manager—and the farm became a co-operative
enterprise, run by a Committee elected by the Village Meeting.
The educational and medical work of the Mission also took on a
fresh lease of life.

Thus stated, the achievement doesnt seem much to write a
book about ; what made it a truly creative and indeed revolution-
ary effort was its Southern Rhodesian setting. The official policy
of the Southern Rhodesian Goverriment is not ‘ apartheid’ be-
tween the European settlers and the indigenous African popula-
tion ; theoretically, indeed, it is ‘ racial partnership’; but in this
book it becomes clear enough that this ‘ partnership’ is still basic-
ally that of a horse and its rider, as was actually stated by a
former Prime Minister of the territory in an unguarded moment.
Miss Chater writes very temperately, and her book is not specific-
ally intended to be a devastating exposure of the hypocrisy (con-
scious or otherwise) behind all fie talk about ‘ partnership’; but
from it one gathers, for example, that in Southern Rhodesia it is
unusual for Europeans and Africans to work together on equal
terms, let alone for Africans to hold positions of responsibility over
Europeans ; and from the glimpses that we get even of many well-
meaning European liberals, it seems that Africans are only socially
accepted if they Europeanize themselves completely—in culture,
habits and attitudes of mind—in other words if they cease bein
themselves. A number of Africans do accept this challenge, an
adjust themselves to Western civilization, which must seem no-

. ‘A”E-?re Ry bleakly materialist and individualist as in Central
- Africa. -

In sharp contrast to all this, at St. Faiths Farm during the
1950s were to be found Africans in responsible positions, co-
operation, and real inter-racial fellowship,]l)sased not on any ideas
of cultural superiority and inferiority, but simply on the mutual
acceptance of people as they are, as friends and fellow-workers.
True partnership in practice ; and it is a terrible indictment of the
Government and settlers of Southern Rhodesia that when thus
confronted with the real thing at St. Faiths they regarded it as
a highly suspicious and dangerous experiment. So from about
1957, when Africans all over the Rhodesian Federation were be-
coming increasingly restive, the Anglican Diocesan authorities
came under pressure to bring it to an end.

To their everlasting dishonour, the latter were not entirely
loth to do so, for a number of reasons. The organization of Ang-
lican missions in Rhodesia vests a great deal of authority in the
hands of the (European) Priest-in-Charge of the Mission Station

*# As this review is being written, the results of the Southern Rhodesian
General Election (mid-December 1962) indicate that the country’s Euro-
f;_)ear':}i voters have decided that even theorefical ‘ partnership ” is too much
or them.
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~ultimate aunthority, under the Bishop, not only over ‘spiritual’
matters but over farming and everything else as well. (One is
reminded of the position of medieval Western bishops). In 1958
St. Faiths got a new Priest-in-Charge, who was inclined to exert
this authority to the full ; thus he collided with the Village Meet-
ing, which he virtually banned, and with it the self-governing
co-operative basis of the Farm. This in itself destroyed the faith
in the honest intentions of the Church, and in Europeans general-
ly, which had slowly built itself up in the mindls) of the local
people during the previous years ; men began to drift into the
cities again, and the Diocesan authorities finally found an ex-
cuse to terminate the experiment. St. Faiths once again became
a ‘proper’ Mission.

Denominationalism also played its part in this sorry story ;
some of the St. Faiths people were not the right kind of Ang-
licans, while a few were not Anglicans at all. 'l%js was regarded
as peculiarly shocking by some of the Diocesan authorities..

So this book not only exposes, incidentally, the hollowness of
Southern Rhodesia’s claims to  partnership >; it also shows the
local Anglican Church in an unusually shameful light, most grave.
ly corrupted by the political and social evils of the territory, and
far from exercising any prophetic réle. Here we meet the Euro-
pean Missionary, the omnipotent administrator with no under-
standing of the local people ; the rigid separation between the
parishes (with European settlers) and the Mission Stations
(Africans) ; and most tragic of all, a growing feeling among most
thinking Africans that the gap between the preaching and the
practice of Christianity is so great that the religion cannot be
taken seriously at all—or, worse still, is simply a great deception
practised upon them by the Europeans to keep them docile. . Guy
Clutton-Brock was a convinced Christian who had inspired the
St. Faiths Co-operative as a practical way of manifesting his
religion, and St. Faiths indeecf became a place where a truly
healthy life—spiritually, mentally and physically—could be lived.
His reward was imprisonment (for some weeks in 1959) by the
secular upholders of “ Christian Civilization’, and something like
betrayal by the Bishop of his diocese. The Africans drew the
natural conclusions.

And yet the book does not end on an entirely sombre note ;
the last chapter is entitled ‘ The Seeds are Scattered’, and Miss
Chater tells how, after the collapse of St. Faiths in 1959-60,
Clutton-Brock moved to the freer atmosphere of Bechuanaland
and is trying something on similar lines there, while other ex-St.
Faiths people have taken farms elsewhere in Southern Africa.
This last chapter has indeed more than a hint of the triumphant
tones of the Resurrection narrative, and of the Book of The Acts.

For us in India this story is largely academic, because the

“basic racial situation is so different. Nevertheless it is most profit-
able reading ; as a demonstration of ‘ holy worldliness” in effec-
tive action ; and also as an object-lesson of how a Mission can
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embarrassing situation and could really help them by heeding to
some of the author’s suggestions. This is a book which should be
read by those interested in bringing about better relations among
nations, by those desirous of serving the handicapped, and by the
handicapped themselves for inspiration.. Well, it is a- book o be
read by one and all. ' .

Nazareth ALBERT MANUEL
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