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Glorifying
the Creator
with our
Creativity

Gioia MICHELOTTI
and Noren Vann KIM

from his limitless imagination. Planet Earth was formed to spin

gracefully through outer space in the company of myriads of
mysterious heavenly bodies. This aerial ballet of stars, suns,
planets, and moons has been performing ever since, through eons of
time, and in galaxies vast and inaccessible. The most powerful
telescopes on Earth or from space have caught only glimpses of
their majestic processionals, which continue to proclaim the glory
of their Maker.

Also in the beginning, this First Great Artist spoke another
command, and a collage of life forms began to multiply upon Planet
Earth, populating her fields, skies, and seas. Fantastic creations
appeared, each patterned after a unique design—painted with
vibrant colors, sculpted with varied textures, choreographed with
thythmic movements, accompanied by musical sounds, imbued
with tantalizing aromas and tastes—all works of art without equal.

And God gloried in each of his creations, exclaiming that
everything was very good. But his greatest masterpiece was yet to
come—the creation of man and woman.

+ The first man was called Adam, not created by an
impersonal command like God’s previous creations. Instead, Adam

In the beginning, the one true God spoke a command that arose
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was intimately and painstakingly formed from the dust of his
earthly home. He was, amazingly, designed in the image of God
himself. And, finally, Adam was brought to life by the gentle
breath of his loving Creator.

The one true God invited Adam to be co-creator with him.
Not in the sense of being equal with God in his primary work of
creation, but rather by fulfilling God’s purposes for man’s

God through the secondary channel of human creativity.

At first, Adam was commissioned to cultivate and keep the
Garden of Eden, mankind’s first home, making it a place of beauty.
Then Adam was allowed to choose creative names for the special
animals and birds created by God. Through all of this, God was
causing Adam to realize his need for a companion like himself to
help accomplish all this artistic work. And then God created the
first woman, Eve, from the body of Adam, marrying them to each
other as partners in God’s appointed task.

This beautiful story is recorded in the first two chapters of
Genesis, the first book of the Bible. But in the third chapter, we
read about how evil entered the hearts of Adam and Eve. Satan,
God’s enemy, tempted them to disobey God’s one negative
command—not to eat the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of
Good and Evil.

Because of this first sin, God’s good creation began to be
corrupted. The rest of the Bible describes how sin has continued to
influence descendents of Adam and Eve throughout the ages,
causing them to worship their artistic creations as idols, or
compelling them to use their artistic gifts to glorify themselves or to
serve Satan and his evil spirits.

But the One True God did not leave his creation without
hope. Right in the middle of the sad story about the beginning of
sin, God promised that He would one day send a savior to destroy
Satan’s corrupting work.! That promised savior is none other than
Jesus Christ, God’s only son!

Jesus Christ came from heaven to live a perfect life for us,
to die on the cross to pay for our sins, and to rise from the dead to

‘Gen 3:15.
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reign forever at the right hand of God the Father in heaven. All
who confess their sins and believe in Jesus, as Savior and Lord will
be cleansed of their sin, filled with God’s Holy Spiﬁt, and saved
from eternal punishment, It is up to. us to receive or reject this
priceless gift of salvation.

Jesus Christ was with God the Father creating all things in
the beginning.” At his own appointed time in history, he came to
reclaim for himself all the creation that mankind’s sin had
corrupted.” And mankind’s artistic gifts are among the things that
are being cleansed and reclaimed for God through Jesus Christ.

The Apostle Paul writes, “For everything created by God is
good, and nothing is to be rejected, if it is received with gratitude;
for it is sanctified by means of the word of God and prayer.”
People are created by God, along with all of their creative gifts—
here proclaimed “good” according to God’s original design.

So, again, it is really up to us. We may choose to use art
for sinful purposes, as the worshipers of the golden calf did.’ They
blatantly disobeyed God’s command against worshipping idols.®
Or we may choose to use art to glorify God, as those same people
did when they skillfully fashioned the tabernacle in the wilderness,
this time carefully following God’s instructions.” There is also a
third choice. Because of sinful artistic expressions in the world
around them, some Christians reject most art forms as unsuitable
for use in serving God. But this choice overlooks the many divine
affirmations of sanctified art recorded in the Bible. And it also
shrinks back from obeying clear scriptural commands, such as
“Praise Him with timbrel and dancing.”®

The Hebrew words mahdél and m®€hé6ia are used to describe
both sinful and sanctified dance.” The scripture writers do not

In 1.

3Col 1.

*1 Tim 4:4-5NASB.

SEx 32.

°Ex 20.

"Ex 25-31.

¥Ps 150:4NASB.

°See Ex 32:19 for the former; Ex 15:20; Ps 149; 150 for the latter.
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assign any inherent morality to the act of dancing itself. Therefore,
the purpose for its use and the heart intention of the dancer renders
the dancing acceptable or not before God. The same reasoning
would apply to every art form.

The Bible is filled with references to art that has been
sanctified to bring glory to God. Music, singing, and dancing are
often included together.'® Visual art is highlighted in descriptions
of both the wilderness tabernacle and the temple in Jerusalem.''

Drama was often used by Hebrew prophets to convey
messages from God.'> The entire book of Job seems to be
constructed in the form of a play. And much of the Bible is written
in poetry, especially the Psalms and the Song of Solomon. The
stories of Esther and Ruth are masterpieces of Hebrew literature.
And the parables of Jesus illustrate yet another unique literary
genre.

So, let us embrace these examples from the Bible. Let us
also join with one another as co-creators with the Creator of the
universe, bringing beauty and meaning to life on Planet Earth, as
we reflect the image of God and glorify the creator through our
creativity. ‘

"%Ex 15; 2 Sam 6; Ps 149; 150.
""Ex 25-31 for the tabernacle; 1 Ki 67 for the temple
"’E.g., Ezek 4-5.
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