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From the Editor

usy Christians have so many things to think about—and all are
B important! Budgets, plans, meetings with government officials,

sermons, discipleship, church discipline. So we push lesser
matters aside.

But sometimes in the crush to get things done we forget what -
truly is important.

It happened in Jesus’ day. He met crowds who hung on his
words, spies trying to trap him in his speech, lame and blind who cried
for his healing touch. This is important stuff! So what should he do
when mothers bring their children for him to hold?

The disciples confused bigness with importance, and shooed
the doting parents and their squirmy kids away. But Jesus’ idea of
what is important often differed from his compatriots’ view. “Let the
little children come to me, and.do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
God belongs to such as these.”

For many people, adults are important, money is important,
power and prestige are important, sensual stimulation is important.
Children are either nuisances . . . or expendable tools to help us gain
some of these. Even church leaders and Christian parents can forget
the priceless value of our little ones.

But the scriptures bring us back to reality. “Sons are a heritage
from Yahweh, children a reward from him. Like arrows in the hands
of a warrior are sons born in one’s youth. Blessed is the man whose
quiver is full of them.” “I prayed for this child, and Yahweh has granted
me what I asked of him.” “[F]rom infancy you have known the holy
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation.” *“Unto us
a child is born.”

This issue of Honeycomb is dedicated to our children. May
its articles encourage us to see children the way God sees them, and to
love, nurture, and defend them.
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