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Cohfronting
Pornography:
Choosing Life

Glenn MILES

to get upset about. It’s a bit like drinking alcohol. Although itis

acceptable for an anti-smoker to politely ask someone else to
refrain from smoking, a person who admits to being a teetotaler is
considered rather uptight. Similarly, if someone says something against
pornography he or she might be considered prudish. In postmodern
America and Europe, women’s magazines increasingly urge women
to get used to the fact that their boyfriends use pornography, and not
get too upset by it. Viewing “girlie” magazines is considered a normal
part of growing up. “Boys will be boys.” So fathers are reluctant to
educate their children on the dangers of pornography, even if they are
aware of the pull and pain it causes even themselves.

Sex sells, and it’s here to stay. MTV, spread by satellite and
cable to the most remote corners of the earth, not only globalizes a
culture of music and fashion, but normalizes a culture in which sex is
a commodity that can be demanded.

In many cultures traditional values have kept sex secret, and
in many Muslim countries modesty is considered so sacred that the
whole female body, apart from slits for the eyes, is covered in a
bourdkar. The Western media is horrified, but advocates of the system
say that it honors women and provides them a form of protection.

P ornography is one of those things hard for Christians in the West
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: In a country like Cambodia it is difficult to accurately estimate
the effect of pornography on the culture, but it could be one of the
reasons why sexual abuse and exploitation are so rampant. When I
first visited the country in 1990 there were no billboards anywhere
that did not promote a political agenda. But now advertising is
ubiquitous, and billboards promote cigarettes and alcohol, promising
success, health, and sex thereby. Unfortunately for the poor the opposite
more likely results, as they use up precious resources. Furthermore
the image of a perfect body that even those of us with normal healthy
bodies envy is promoted. What must it do to the self-image of a person
with a disability? Pornography not only exploits the person being
photographed, but the viewer as well.

In the markets of Phnom Penh pirated sex videos are available
for two dollars. These include not only soft porn, but portray every
conceivable sexual act that most Christians have only known through

.descriptions in the Bible. Vendors make them less or more available
depending on whether the authorities are clamping down, but everyone
knows that anything can be resolved with some money under the table.
Tourists are some of the customers, but more and more young people
can be seen rummaging through cardboard boxes of explicit videos
and VCDs.

It is difficult to prove that pornography leads to an increase in
rape and sexual exploitation, but scripture indicates that it leads the
voyeur down a slippery slope. Proverbs describes a set of doors. One
is the doorway of a prostitute, where she calls out to those who pass by
with promises of secret delights, but the guests who have entered the
doorway are described as “dead” and “in the depths of Sheol.”

A different doorway can be chosen for those who listen to the
Lord.> Those who watch daily at these doors can find wisdom, and
“whoever finds me finds life.” One door leads to life, the other to
death. The passage goes on to d=scribe some of the other consequences
of choosing the wrong door—*"those who miss me injure themselves,
all who hate me love death.” Pornography leads to death.

'Prov 9:13-18.
?Prov 8:32-36.
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Christians may convince themselves that pornography is better
than adultery because it affects only them, but those who have slowly,
unwittingly become addicted to pornography will tell you how it
destroyed their marriages and other relationships. I would suggest
that missionaries and Christian workers are particularly vulnerable to
this misconception and, using the excuse of needing to obtain
information from the internet, are vulnerable to entering the private
fantasy world of internet pornography.

So what does pornography do to a society? Although it is
difficult to prove, I would suggest the following results stem from
people wanting to experiment with sexual behavior they have seen:

* An increase in rape and sexual abuse in and outside the home
e An increase in the use of prostitutes
e An increase in the incidence of HIV/AIDS.

At the 2001 Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia Youth
Conference, one hundred forty-five attendees completed a survey on
pornography, though each respondent did not necessarily answer all
the questions. One hundred one males and-forty-four females
participated in the survey; forty-four were age 18 or under, fifty-three
were age 19-21, and thirty-six were over age 22. Twelve respondents
did not state their age.

The survey was completely confidential; completed forms were
dropped anonymously in a box. The group was informed that the
overall results would be made available to pastors and others involved
in sex education after they had been analyzed.

One of the most interesting results of this survey concerned
pornography. The number of males who have looked at pornographic
literature increased according to age—from 27% below 18 years, to’
38% at 19-21 years, to 47.2% at 22 years or over. However, among
the females we find a different but disturbing trend—29.5% of girls
under 18 years say they have read pornographic literature, compared
t0 6% for ages 19-21, and 3% for ages 22 and over. This may indicate
that the aggressive advertising campaigns and lowering costs of
literature aimed at girls may be proving successful.
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Here are some further results of the survey:
_Mahs Females
Have viewed pornographic video ‘ 33% 3.5%
Have viewed pornography on the web 2% 0%
S}(Ieav.e 1;rev1ously attended a sex education 28% 14.5%
Source of sex education *
parents - 34% 12%
another relative 19% 5.5%
teachers 50% 17.2%
friends 28% 2%
pastor 43% 19%
magazines 17% 3.5%
videos 14.5% 2%
| Know other.s their age who have had sex 359 13%
before marriage
Have had sex outside of marriage before o o
becoming a Christian 16% 2%
Have had sex outside marriage since o N
becoming a Christian ' 4% 1.5%

Comparing statistics in the last two rows would seem to indicate that
young people are influenced by their belief in Christianity. However
it should be noted that the number of young people who refused to
answer the last question was 22%, compared to 7.3% for the previous
question.

It may be instructive to repeat this survey in future conferences,
compare results, and note trends. This information could be used in
the development of curriculum by the EFC Youth Commission and
Servants, both of which are partners of Tearfund.

The results should stimulate pastors both to provide education
themselves and to encourage Christian parents to do so. But they should
also urge us to do something about the pornography industry.
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. In Cambodia, the Prime Minister has expressed coricern about
the growth of pornography, and the Evangelical Fellowship of
Cambodia is planning a march against pornography later this year.
They are also conducting Ruth and Boaz seminars for church youth on
sexual awareness and appropriateness in relationships.

One problem with sexual exploitation here is that Cambodians
~ sometimes blame either the UN soldiers in 1993 or today’s tourists for
the current level of sexual abuse and exploitation. But the fact is that
itis happening in average “normal” Cambodian villages. It is probably
also happening in Christian churches. It is easy to point the finger at
others, but arguably more profitable to first remove the planks from
our own eyes.

On an individual level we all need to take responsibility to
protect ourselves and others. Internet screening is possible with
software and programs that can be downloaded from the internet, e.g.
surfonthesafeside.com. We can choose where we go and what we
read. We can educate our children about sex before someone else
does it for us. We can be role models in our relationships with our
spouses and the way that we develop and maintain relationships with
the opposite sex. We can lobby against child pornography through
organizations such as Childnet (nigel@childnet-int.org). In short, we
can choose life.
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