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HONEYCOMB 1/2 (October 2000): 47-55
God and Money

Robert CHOY

‘ ’ rhat are your first thoughts when you read this topic?
Many people never consider that the subject of God and
money go together, at least not in the way that God and |
love or God and faith do. For others, the well-known Bible phrase
“the love of money is the root of all evil” comes to mind, and they
somehow feel that even thinking about “money” in the context of
their Christian faith is wrong.

In considering this subject, we need to start by being
honest with ourselves. For most of us this means acknowledging
that deep down in our hearts we find security in what money can
buy and do for us. We recognize we have a practical need for it in
our daily lives—for food, housing, transport, our family, and other
legitimate needs. Then there are the things that we see others have,
and that we want in our own lives—better clothes, a new bike or car,
etc. '

Many reading this article know what it is to have little or
no money. As a developing country, Cambodia has serious
problems with money corruption at all levels of society.

We have a choice. We can let the world around us
influence our attitudes and practices, or we can find what God’s
word says about money and seek to apply His wisdom in our lives.
This article aims to do the latter, so that we may “live a life worthy
of the Lord and may please Him in every way” (Col 1:10). Since
God is primarily interested in our motives and where our “heart”
truly is, we will examine the “attitudes” people commonly have
towards money—greed, contentment, and giving. A follow-up
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article in the next edition of Hemeycomb will then .look at what
God’s word says about the “practical” aspects of handling
money—earning, spending, saving, and debt.

Why Should We Study about “God and Money”?

Here are six reasons:

because the Bible TEACHES about it. There are over 700
direct references to money or wealth in the Bible. Jesus’
parables and teachings often used money as a way of
understanding truth about God and His kingdom—the rich
young ruler, the parable of the talents, the poor widow who
gave everything she had, the rich man who built up barns, etc.

 God’s word is not silent on the subject of money, so it must be

important!

because money can TRAP and deceive us. We need to be
warned of the deception and danger of loving money. When
we want to become rich we can fall into temptation and into
many foolish and harmful desires that can bring ruin and
destruction (1 Tim 6:9).

because money TESTS whether our heart is truly devoted to
God or not. OQur deceitful human heart fools us into thinking
that somehow loving money while we are serving God is
possible. However, while we can deceive ourselves, we can’t
fool God. Matthew 6 says that if our treasure is money, our
heart will also be devoted to it. It is clear that “you cannot
serve both God and money.”

so that we might TRUST in God and not forget Him when we
have money and wealth. It is easy to become proud and forget
God when we prosper. We need to remember that it is God
who gives us the ability to earn the money we have (Deut
8:13-14, 17-18).

so that one day God can entrust us to look after “TRUE” riches
of eternal value. If we are faithful in wisely handling money or
“worldly riches,” God can then entrust us to look after His true
riches of far greater eternal value (Luke 16:11).
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® sothat God can TRANSFORM our understanding of money, rather
than us conforming to the world’s attitude and practices.

Greed
The Dangers of Greed. Greed is the desire for money and
possessions, a craving for more than what we have, and not

being satisfied or content. Both the Old and New Testaments warn

us about the danger of greed and its consequences.

¢ Exodus 20:17 (the tenth commandment) says that it is wrong
to covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. Covet means
“to want to have the possessions of others.” It is much more
than admiring what others have, but includes feeling envy, and
resenting the fact that others have what you don’t have. While
the word “neighbor” means anyone outside ourselves, isn’t it
often those closest to us-—our friends, work colleagues, and
those who live next door (our literal neighbors)—of whom we
are jealous? Those closest to us have the greatest potential to
create feelings of covetousness in us, as we so easily see what
they have and what we do not.

® Ecclesiastes 5:10 says that if we love money we’ll never have
enough or be completely satisfied.

® Luke 12:15-21. Jesus tells us to “be on our guard against all
kinds of greed,” and that how much we own is not the “true”
purpose or meaning of our life. He reminds us that:

0 we need to be on our guard. Why? Because greed often-
lurks at the door of our lives. We need to be aware of this
and take action to protect ourselves.

O there are all kinds of greed. Greed is like temptation that
comes in many different ways which are not always
obvious. Greed can be present in different areas of our
lives.

0 we need to remember the true purpose or meaning of our
life is not how much we own. Remembering this will stop
greed taking a hold of our lives.
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¢ 1 Timothy 6:9-10 tells us how greed and the love of money
will lead us into foolish and harmful desires that end in ruin
and destruction. In addition, the love of money is a root of all
kinds of evil: it can lead us to wander from our faith and
experience much grief or sorrow. Once we let greed enter our
lives, the end result will surely be bad for us.

Are We Trying to Serve Two Masters? The tax collectors in
Jesus’ time were greedy for money, and took from the poor more
than they should have for their own gain. While I hope that we
don’t exercise this extreme form of greed, we probably do struggle
with mixed motives, if we are truly honest.
While trying our best to follow and serve God, we may sense
the subtle temptation to try to serve money at the same time.
Although our hearts deceive us into thinking we can somehow serve
both these “masters,” Matthew 6:24 tells us clearly what Jesus thinks:
“you cannot serve both God and money.”
1 Tim 6:5 warns us about wrongly supposing that “godliness
is a means to financial gain.” The Bible gives us many examples
of those who tried to “serve two masters,” and the consequences
for their lives. It is good to learn from their mistakes:
® In Luke 18:18-24, the rich young ruler kept all the
commandments of God since he was a child, so was a morally
upright man. He had only one weakness—he loved money
also. His mixture of motives was a desire to please God but
also a love of riches. The result of his meeting with Jesus was
that he “walked away sorrowfully.” Jesus used this example to
teach how difficult it is for those who love riches to enter the
kingdom of heaven.

® In Matthew 26:14-15 we read of Judas, who is probably the
clearest example of greed in the Bible. He was a disciple of Jesus,
but his love for money was used by Satan to get him to betray

the Lord. He received thirty pieces of silver, but committed
suicide soon after.
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In Acts 5:1-4, Ananias and Sapphira generously sold their land
and gave the proceeds to the church, but secretly kept back part
of the money they had received. They were trying to serve
God by being generous to the church, but wanted some of the
money and the praise of people for themselves. When they
lied to Peter about keeping some of the money secretly for
themselves, they came under the judgment of God and died.

Numbers 22-24 tells the story of Balaam, a prophet of God in
the early days of Israel. He tried to use the special power that
God had given him for personal gain. Because of his desire for
money, he was hired to curse God’s people. Balaam had a
mixture of motives—he was committed to obey God, yet he
also desired personal gain. 2 Peter 2:15 says that he loved

the “wages of wickedness.” Later, he lost his money and his
life.

Contentment

Contentment is “realizing that God has given to us everything we
need for our present happiness.” What we need is very different
from what we want! The Bible encourages us to be at peace and
satisfied with:

what we have. The world around us tells us that more and
more possessions will bring us happiness. But Heb 13:5 says
to “keep your lives free from the love of money and be content
with what you have.”

whatever our circumstances are, be they good or bad. We
need to follow Paul’s example when he says, “I have learned to
be content whatever the circumstances, whether well fed or
hungry, whether living in plenty or in want” (Phil 4:11-12).

what we earn (Luke 3:14). It is’easy to compare our pay with
that of others, and to feel not happy that they receive more than
we. Our attitude instead should be that “we work with all our

heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since we know that we
will receive . . . from the Lord . . . a reward” (Col 3:23-24).
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® others being blessed or having an advantage over us. In
Gen 13:8-11, Abraham allowed Lot to take first choice of
the land which lay before them. He was content for Lot to be
blessed with more fertile land, rather than taking it for himself.
If we learn contentment, we can be happy with others being
blessed or having more than we. :

Three Secrets of Contentment. The first secret of being content
lies in our attitude. We need to be grareful and to enjoy what we
have (money, possessions, health, family), rather than complain
about what we don’t have. We should not compare what we are or
have with those around us, as this results only in pride (if we have
more) or envy (if we have less).

The second secret is based on our relationship with God.
The best example is found in Paul, whose “secret” of contentment
was being able to draw on the inner strength of God in his life for
everything he needed (Phil 4:13).

Third, we can be content by always remembering the
following truths:

® God will never leave us or forsake us (Heb 13:5). The
assurance of God’s faithfulness and presence in our lives will
bring us contentment, whatever our financial situation.

® We brought nothing into this world when we were born, and
we can take nothing out when we die (1 Tim 6:7). Our money
and possessions are only temporary, and have no value in
eternity once we have finished here (Matt 6:19). Godliness
with contentment is great gain (1 Tim 6:6). A contented and
godly life is of greater benefit than trying to accumulate
possessions.

® Having sufficient for our needs should be our goal. The writer
of Prov 30:8-9 says, “Give me neither poverty (too little)
nor riches (too much), but give me only my daily bread (just
enough to satisfy), otherwise I may have too much and forget

you, or I may become poor and steal and dishonor the name of
my God.”
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Having the above attitudes, relying on God’s strength
rather than our own, and remembering the truths of God’s word,
will help us to be content whatever circumstances we face.

Giving
We support God’s work and purposes in the world by

giving to His people and those in need. In giving to others, our
inner motivation is of primary importance.

Three Reasons for Giving. “Freely you have received, freely
give,” says Matt 10:8. “God loved the world so much, that He
gave His one and only Son,” reads the familiar John 3:16. First,
- then, we give to others as a natural response to having received so
much from God. When we truly appreciate all that we have
received from God, we should freely want to give to others, out of
gratitude for what God has generously given us.

Second, giving breaks the power of greed and materialism
(placmg too much importance on material things) in our lives. 1
Tim 6:17-18 encourages us not to put our hope in wealth, but to
put our hope in God and to be generous and willing to share.
Similarly, in Luke 18:22 Jesus encourages the rich young ruler to
“sell all you have, and give to the poor. . . .” The practice of
deliberately giving to others destroys the power of greed and of
“wanting of more and more” which can so easily take hold of our
lives.

In Acts 20:35 Jesus said that “it is more blessed to give
than to receive.” The generous man will himself be blessed, says
Prov 22:9. Thus the third reason for giving is that when we
generously do so, we in turn receive God’s blessings. 2 Cor 9:6
describes the law of sowing and reaping as “whoever sows
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously
will also reap generously.” When we give generously, we will
receive blessings from God in ways we may not ever have
imagined. Luke 6:38 encourages our giving by promising that “in
the same measure that we give, so we will receive.” How much we
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give out to others will determine how much we receive info our
lives. '

To Whom Should We Give? The Bible tells us that we should
giveto:
e Those who work and minister in the church. 1 Tim 5:17; 1
Cor 16:1 '
e God’s people who are in need. Rom 12:13; 2 Cor 8:14; James
2:14-17
e Those from whom we receive spiritual encouragement or
- teaching. Rom 15:27; Gal 6:6
e The poor and needy. Matt 6:2
Prov 19:17 says that he who is kind to the poor lends
to the Lord, and he will reward him for what he has done. If we
“lend” to the Lord, He will surely reward us later.

How Much Should We Give? Ten percent of income (the tithe) is
clearly mentioned in the Old Testament (Mal 3:8-10). While the
New Testament does not provide a specific figure, the principles of
tithing in Deut 14:22-28, as well as the principle generosity
noted above in 2 Cor 9:6 and Luke 6:38, indicate we should give at
least ten percent, and more, as God prospers us financially.
The following examples of giving in the Bible, help guide
us further:
® Malachi 3:8 indicates we can be robbing God if we don’t give
what is rightfully His—if we do tithe (v 10), we will receive
tremendous blessing.
® Abraham offered 10% of everything he had to the priest in
Gen 14:20.

® God’s people should give in proportion to the way God has
blessed them (Deut 16:17).

The Corinthians gave even beyond their ability in 2 Cor 8:3.
Comnelius gave generously to those in need in Acts 10:2
A poor widow put in all she had to live on in Mark 12:44
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® David desired to give only what has cost him something
personally in 2 Sam 24:24

® In the early church all possessions were shared among the
believers (Acts 4:32).

How Should We Give? : :

We should give . . . to God the first and the best from the wealth
we gain. Prov 3:9

We should give . . . cheerfully, not reluctantly or under compulsion.
2 Cor 9:7 '

We should give . . . generously on every occasion. 2 Cor 9:11

We should give . . . with our very best effort. 2 Cor 8:7

We should give.. . . in secret so that no one but God himself can see us.
Matt 6:3-4

We should realize that . . . it is a privilege to give to God’s people.
2 Cor 8:4

We should have . . . a discipline of setting aside money each week in
accordance with our income. 1 Cor 16:2

May our generous gifts, as Paul says, prove to be a
“fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God.” As a
result of our giving, there is the wonderful promise that “God will
(in turn) meet all our needs according to his glorious riches in
Christ Jesus” (Phil 4:18-19).
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