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TO TIIE FRIENDS OF THE ·G. B. R. 

AT thr cnmmrnrcmr'lt of the G. n. n. tlie obj('Ct~ nf 1T1e 
publication wrrc ~tar.-d I'> be-to facilitate a fri,,ndly co111mu-
11icution a11111ng 1h,, cl1urch<'s, nnd thus c11nble thC'm to ~n 
with Jllurc union anJ vi:-\our, and more 1·tfcctually to lend rach 
other rnutt1al as~i~tm1cc-to be a p<'rmauent repository, ill 
which tl,t~ proc1·1'Jing', prqgr<'ss, :rnJ puLlic concerns of tL~ 
New Co111,cct1on mi_~i1t be faithfully preservcd-:rnJ to aff"rd 
tl1C,sc of its reader,; \\ h<> enjoy ft:w othn ~ourcc>s of informa­
tion, a c/1c11p aud correct ac<Juai11ta11ce u:itli tlie principal 
ew:nts of tl,e religious u:orld. 

\\'itl1 these views the work was at firot unclcrtakcn, anrJ 
\\ith thPse views it ha~, for upw«rds of twelve years, bcPn 
conducted. Aud, ahh,rngh the Editor frerly ackn.iwlc<l~es 
that, in many imtances, want of leisure, ability, or informa­
tion, ha, been too conspil·uous, yet he has inrnriahly kept 
J1is eye upon the primary design-of the 1rnblication; and tuc 
approbation and countenance of the connection encourage! 
him to hop'-', that, h-owc\cr imperfect hi;, eudca.vour;, tl1t·y 
have not been wholly unsuccessful. 

The Editor este1•ms it his duty to lake thi~ opportunity of 
retur.iing his sincere thanks to those kind and worthy friends 
,who have enricher! the prrscnt volume with thrir valuable 
communications; This. he does with peculiar gratitude; s•ncc 
at no former period of the work, has he had superior obliga­
tions to his C(lrrc~pondcnts. There appears an incr<'a.sing 

-disposition in many iutelligl'nt mrmbers of the Connection tu 
as~ist the work. This has given the present volume more rn­
ricty and interest, and, it is prl•sunwd,_ rendered it more ac­
C<'jJtable and usefnl. It is earne~tly hopt•<l, that thf'Se friendly 
correspondents will not relax in tbcir exertions: and that their 
exa_mplc will incrte others to similar attempts. Cunstant ex­
pt·ricnce proves, that nothin~ has a hnppil'r tcn<lency to form 
a ~01>d SI) It•, to improve the jud-2,ment nnd to enrich the 
rn111rl, than frc(1urnt attl'mpts lo write on given suhjccts. Nor 
shou\'.I any he discouraged if their first essay b0 l:iicl asiJe: 
for 1t 1s unly uy n·pealt'd attempts that cxcelkncr is obtaim,J. 
Aud while a writer lies hid behind a fictitious signature, hL" 



' IV 

m:i,· f'njoy all the a,iva11!3g,·s or u1m1rcrs~ful ntl<'lnpl~ with• 
, 11t tlll' 111\lrliticatinn of bL•i'r1g knnwn to have- ma<lc thrm.­
'll> promotl' a li1..-rary ta~k, • and to rultiYatc taknts for li1c­
rary l,~<'iuln('s~, is :rn i111porl,llll, !hough scconuary, object in 
_p11!il,~11ing the<.,. B. H. 

It i, wiih rd11ctanl'<' th::t the Et11tor wnturcs lo hint, that 
thC' sale has not incrcasl'd in proportion lo the uclrnowledgc<l 
,Lccq•tanc<· of the work. This he attribul<;_s to the vcrl <liscuu­
rn;ing q;itc of the times, un<l the l'normous high price of the 
11cn·~~.1rics of lifr. But as a brighter pro~pt'ct in public af­
fai1, :iprr:lrs tn br oprning before us, an<l 11s it has pk11srd a 
k111d Prn,·iclrncl' to crown the year with !,is gooclncss, it is 
1.o;wd, that thl'~c cau~,·s will, in future, oprratr, l<?ss power­
foll_,·.- A·nrl, fitc fril'nd~ of the unrlertaking will, it is trusted, 
.. ,·a,I I hc-msdn·s, with alAcri1y, of tht favourable opportunity 
"bich 1hc commencement of a new volunie offers, to solicit 
.i.n incn'a~e of subscribers.-[11 the very narrow limits to 
,.-bich 1he nature of the \rnrk confines its circulation, it is 
or. ly Ly the pC'rscwring and active exertions .of all its welt. 
";,!,Hs, tliat it rnn be respectably rnpportccl. 

With the confidrncc that springs f1om cxpcrirncc, tlie Edi• 
tor co1:1mits the G. n. n. tu the patronage of those.by whom 
it has thus far been so libl'rull_y countenanced: and indulges 
:i cheerful bop<', that their assistance, under the blessing of 
Him "ho alon<' gi\'clh succl'ss, will oialilc him to rcndc1· the 
bllCCrt•i!inrr yoh1mc more conducin- to the instruction and r:cli­
tication of those for whose adYantagc it is more ·cs11ccially 
designed. 

Su A KESPF.A n's " 1 
A LK, 

Jan. 27, 18a, 
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GENERAL BAPTIST REPOSITORY. 

jflo. XX V .-•oI. V. 

T.nE PRESEN'r STATE oF TUE lloLY LAND, 

EVERY intelligent christian will be pleased t() receive 
authentic information resp?cting the prcsc?t slate of the 

countries an<l places nknllonc<l m the holy scriptures. Such 
information may not only teach us 1he mutability and uncer• 
rnintv of all human things; Lut, in many instances, may fur­
nish strong evidence of the truth of Revelation. It may, 
therefore, be esteemed one of the good effect~, p1cduced by 
the disturbances which ha\"e fur upwards of tw,:nty year:; cnn­
vulsed the kingdoms of the earth, that those part; of Asia, of 
which the Bible principally treats, have become more acccs• 
~ible to enlightened curiosity. 

Men of- various characters h,n-e penetrated into the Holy 
Land, and have examined it with very different ,;iews. The 
Jlhilo~ophic deist has scrutinized its scenery with the expecta­
tion, if not the wish, of <li~Co\-ering arguments against the 
accuracy of the inspired writers. The bigot of superstition 
has visited it, with the- hope of receiving some supernatural 
benefit from the places in which the mysteries of rederuption 
were accomplished. Others, however, have explored thL-se 
co.1mtries, who, reverin~ the truths of Revelation, have had 
discernment ,mough to distinguish between the records of an­
tiquity ancl the legends of romance. Volney, the great apostle 
of infidelitJ; 111. Cliatcaubria11d, a devout Roman Catholic . 
and E. D. Clarkt·, L. L. D. a scientific Englishman, ma; 
s,·rvc as instancPs of each of thei;e descriptions of travellers. 
The first spent the years 1783, 178-!-, and 1785 in thl'se coun­
tries, with the express design of gaining an accurnt,, know­
)pdge of their natural and politic~] state. The second ,i,-it,·d 
Gre,Tr, Egypt, Palestine and Barbary, in 180<.i and lSUT; 
and tbe la,t, at a period still more recent. • 

YoL. V. ll 



TIIE rRESENT fd.lTE 

• !-'rom thrse :nnhors, we shall rnd,'aYolll' to rxlrnd n fl'w 
particulars rrspccting th<• prrscnt '!;(ate of thl' p1incipal plan•3 

11wn1ion<·d in tl,c scripltlr<'s; d<'p<'nding chil'!ly nn Mr. Cl:trkc, 
as he apprars tu be thr most unt•xct11tionalile a111huri1y.--· 

"The pure' Goqwl of Christ,"·~H)S he, "is almost as lillle 
l,;no"·n in thr Holy Land as in Nt'W llollnnd. .A series of 
lrgrnd:ny tradjt1ons, mingled with rem,1ins of J uclaism and the 
wrctchrd phantasics of ill1terate nsc,·tics, may now an<l then• 
exhibit a glimmering of hraveu)y light; but if we seek fo1· 
the blc,s~ed efforts of Chri,:ianity in the Land of Canaan, we 
must look for that period, whrn " tlw dPsc1t shnU blossom as 
the rose, and the wilclerness become a fruitful field." For 
this reason, we had earl_y rcsol_vcd to make the sacred scrip­
tures our only guide throughout this interesting territory; and 
1.he light alfordl'd l>y the intrrmd evidences of truth, iu cvrry 
inst.:nce whne their fitlelity of cl,scriplion was provei;I by a 
comparison ,1 ith exi,ting documents, surpassed even all. we 
had antici;.ated," ' 

SoILAND PuoDUCE.] "The soil of the Holy Land is moun­
tainous, rocky, and, in most places, barren. It exhibits, in 
its present state, little appearance ot that fruitfulnPss an<l 
plenty for which it ,ms formerly denominated, •• a land flow­
ing \\

0

i l h Ill iJ k and honey." A 11 intelligent tra 1·rll<'rs, however, 
join in acknowledging that its pr .. sent sterility is the df<•ct of 
t!.c sla1·c1v and indolence of its wretched i11habita11ts; arul 
1hat thcrc'exists sufficiPnt indications of its ancirnt fertility. 
Dr. Cla1kc compares part of Galilee to the /inl',t pan~ of i(('ut 
anrl Surrey. "The soil," he obsen·e~, ·, ultl1,;11gh strn1y,. is 
t;xcrccling nch, but 11uw rntircly 11egh-ct!'cl .. The dt~ligbtful 
plaiTl of Zabulon appeared every wlwre cowr<'d with ,punta­
nMUS ,·1•ct tation, fluunshi11g in tht> wjldcst ex11bn,111ce.'' And, 
speakinc'\,r a part of tlw counfr\ _in 1hc ,·icinity of Jerusalem, 
lie acl<l;, " Undn a wise and lwncficent gon..-nm<·11t, the pro­
duce of the Holy Lancl would excred all cal_cu!ation. Its pe­
rennial banests, the ~alubrity of its air, its limpid springs; 
its rin·rs, lakes, and matchless piains ;_ its I.ills and ,ales; 
these, added to tlic serenity of its climate, prove this land to 
Le, in<kcd a ficlrl wbich the Loni bath blessed: " God ha1h 
given it of the dell' of hc-aYen, and tl 1c fatness of the earth, 
;rn<l plenty of cr,rn a:,d "ill<'."-" Widwut appenling 10 the 
pr.,~itivc te~trrnuny of history," sa:;~ Vulnl'y, "there al'f: innu-
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tn~ral,lr. monnnH'nts which Jrp,,gc in favonr of the vast popn­
lation of 1l1<•s(\ countm:s in a.icient 1imrs. The prod1giot13 
quantitic~ of ruin1, dispersed ovl•f rlw plains, an<l r·vrn o·:pr 
the n10u11htins, at thi3 day ill'~i-rtrrl, prove thc:y \\'err, a.ncwn;!y 
L1ett1'1' tultiv,tte,11 u11tl ro11ac11ucutly mutb lnL1rc popnloil~ th,111 
in 11u1· ll11yij," • 

11 \Vhl'll you trnvel in ,Ju1kn.," S:tJS l\f. Chatt'aubrinnrl, 
u e:-.:trnwtlinuy uppc11ranccs l',cry where proclaim n IRnd e;f 
mirncle~. ..'!'hl~ burning \\lll 1 till~ towering l'a~lr, the barren 
li . .:-tt'l'I', 11\1 the pul'try, ull the pictu rcs of scripture-, ure hr.re. 
Evr.ry 11111110 cutn(1lt>.mo1 ates tl mystery; every grot prodai ms 
thu future; every hill 1·e-1:chol'S the ncccnts of o. prophet. 
Gud binnclf has spoken in the~c regions: dried up rivers: 
riven rocks, hllU:..opeued sepulchres, attest the prodigy: all 
tho d!'st•rt still appenr.; llllltll with tNror; and you would 
imagine thl\t it hud uev\!r presume<l to interrupt the silence, 
since it heard the awful voicc"of the Eternal." 

u Thuse wel'e indl'cd scenes to nbstract and elevate the mind; 
and, under emotions so called fortb, by every circumstancc 
01 rowerful coi11cidencl\, a SJ.ngle moment ;;ee1ncd to concen­
trate whole ageii of existence.'' 

._SAl'ltAlUA-] "Sychcm, the ancient capital of Samaria, now 
called Napolose, is still a pretty large and hu,y city. [t is 
surrounded with a fortile and highly cultirn?ed territory. 
'' The traveller, directing his foot~tcps towards Its ancient se-· 
pnlchres, as everlasting as the rocks in which they are hewn, 
is pl'rmiltcd, upon tht! authority of sacred and indelible record, 
to contemplate the spot where t_he remains of Josrph, of Elea. 
zar, anrl of Joshua, y;ere -<lC'posited. The sacrl'd s:ory of 
events, transacted in theficlcls of Sychem, is remembered, from 
our l'arhest years, with ddight; but, with the territory before 
our eyes, where those cvC'nts took place>, and in tue view ot 
ol)jetts.cxisting as tl1ey were described tlm:e thous.:i.nd years 
ago. the grateful impr--:,s1on ki11dles mto ecstacy. Along the 
v,~lley, ,;ve b~held •• a company of lshmaclites coming iro111 
Gilead, as 111 thr. Jays of Reuben ancl Judah, with their 
camels licarin~ spicery and balm and myrrh, who would gladly 
have purchased aunthcr Jusl·ph of his I.Jrethrc11, and cu!neyed 
lum a.s a slave to some Potipbar in Egypt. Upon the hills 
aruuncl, lhcks were fcediug as of old; nor in the simpli: garb 

• The fol!oll',nt; ext,ncls are from Dr. Clarke, 
1~ ~ 
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of the shrpl1erds of Samarin was lhcro any thing rrpngnnnt lo­
the 11ot1ons we may entertain of the nppearnncc presented by 
the ~ons of Jacob." 

J AC01i's WELL.] "Thr principal objrrt of vrncrarion among 
thr Samaritans is .T:tcnLJ's Wt•ll, onr which a church w1ts for­
merly rn·Cl('d, This is sitUtlted Ill a. small distance from the­
t0\111 in the roar! to .Jcru~akm, and hns been visited by pil­
gr,ms t,f all nges; but pntticularly since the christian mra, 09 

the place "here our Sa~iour revealed himself to the woman of 
Samaria. The spot is so disti11c1ly marked by the Evangelists, 
2nJ so little liabl,· to uncertainty, from the circumst~nce of the 
Well itscll~ and the features of the country, that, if 110 tra­
<'ition existed for its identity, the site of it could hardly l>e 
mistaken." 

N AZAilETH.] "This town was in the most, wretched state 
of iudigvnce and misery; the soil around might bid defiance• 
to agriculture, and, to the prospect of starvation, ,,ere added: 
the horrors of the plague. The ~econd night after uur arrival, 
as soon as it grew dark, we all stretched ourselVt'S upon the 
floor of our apartment, not without serious alarm of- catching 
tbe pbgue; but tempted by the hope of obtaining a little re­
pose. This we had found impracticable the night- before, on 
account of the vermin. The hope was, however, vain; not 
one of our party could close his eyes. Every instant it was ne­
cessarv to rise and endeavour·to shake off the noxious animal!t 
'"ith ;.hich enr bodies we1e covered. In addition to this pe­
nnnce,. we were serenaded till four o'clock in the morning by 
t!ir. con~tant ringing of 1t chapel bell, as a charm against the 
plague; Ly the barking of dogs; braying of asses; howling 
uf jD.ckalls; and the squalling of chilrlrC'n. Thus the town 
S<'L'med d1:stinC'd to maintain its ancient reputation; for the 
~~ntlia11iel of this clay might enc1uire with strict propriety, 
" Can any good thing come out of NazarC'th 1'' In the valley, 
appt·ared o nc of tho,e fountain~ which from time immemorial 
! an" bern the hal1i11g place of caravans. The women of Na­
zareth were pa~sing to and from the town with pitchers ou 
their lwarls, We stopped to vlcw the grouµe of camels with 
till'ir drivers who were there n•posing; and, ca!liug to mincl 
the wannrrs of the most remote ages, we renewed the s0]1ci-
1ations of A liraham's srrvant to HC'becca, liy the Wdl of 
l.'ialwi·, Tllis well is calk<l by 1:arly trn.,dler~ the fvuntain uJ 
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tl,c Virgin Mar!}; and certainly, if there be a spot thronghou t 
the Holy Lan,l that was honoun·d by her presence, we 1~ay 
consi1lc1· this to have betu the place; because- the situation 
of a copious spring is not liable to change; and bccau~e the 
custom of repairing thither to draw water has been contrnunl 
among. t!ie females of NaEareth from the earliest period of its 
history," 

Two WOlllEN GRINDING AT TIIE MILL,] "Scarcely t.ad we 
n•achccl our ap::uiment, in Nazareth, when, lookin~ from the 
'"indow into the court yard, we beheld two women grinding 
al tl,e mill, in a manner forcibly illu~tra6ng the saying of our 
Saviuur, Math. xx\·i. 41; which contains a plain allusion to 
a custom actually existing in the place of his earliest rcs!· 
dl·nCl', They were preparing flour to make our bread, as 1s 
always customary in this country when strangers arrive. The 
two women, seated upon the ground opposite to each other, 
held Lirtwecn them two round flat stones, such as in ScotlanJ 
;,re called quer11s. In the centre of the upper stone was a 
cavity for. pouring in the corn ; 3cnd, by the side of this, an 
upright handle for mo"ing the stone. As the operation began, 
one of the women, with her right band pushed the handle to 
the woman opposi_te, who again sent it to her companion, thus 
communicating a rotatory and very rapid motion tLI the upper 
stone; their left hands being all the while employed in sup• 
plying fresh corn, as fast as the bran and flour escaped from 
the sides of the machine." 

PRECIPICE.] • " They shew a precipice without the town, 
where they say the l\ft-ssiah leaped dow11, to escape the rage 
of the Jews, after the offenct his speech in the synago~ue had 
occa~i'lucd. They even pretend to shew the impression made 
by his hand as he sprang from the rock. Be that as it may, 
the words of the Evangelist are remarkably explicit, and 
prove thnt the situation of the ancient city was precisely that 
which is occupied by the present town.- Induced, by the 
il'Ords of tho gospel, to examine the place 1nore altent1,·ely 
than we should otherwise have done, we wrnt, as it is writlell 
" 011l of the city unto the brow of the hill whereon the city 
is built," and came to a precipice corrrspon.ding with the 
words of the Evangelist. It is above the J\lazonite church, 
and probably tht; very spot alluded to by the 11:xt uf St, Luke.'' 

B 3 
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TuE sE.'11JT.F.~!> COAT.] "At N111rnrC'th, a ~!oak i~ worn of 
wry et'arsc and heavy rantC'\'s hair cloth, almost univ1·rsally 
dN:orall'<l with hroad black and white stripes passing vnti­
fally down tbc back; this is of one sq1iarc pi<•n•, with hoh's 
for th,: arms ,rnd a s,•am down the back. l\ladl' without thi:; 
:warn, it is consi,lcred of g1·ca1<•r value. l-Il'l"e, then, \l'C pcrbap 
lll'licld the form :111d matPrials of our Saviour's garment, ,for 

.. \\hich the soldiers Cllst lot~, " it being without se11in, wov1•11 
from the top throug,hout." It was the most ancient dress of 
the inhubitants of this country." 

'fuE W.-\TER roTs.] "It is worthy of note', that walking 
r,mong the ruins, at Cana in Galilee, we saw large massy stone 
"atcr pots, answ('ring the clc~cription gin·n of the ancient 
,e~s('ls of the country; not prcsl'rved nore~hil.Jitcd as reliques, 
but lying about, disregarded by the pn·sent inhabitants, as 
antiquitic, \\'ilh whose origi1rnl use they were unacquaintl'd, 
From tbcir appearance, and the number of them, it was quite 
c, idrnt that a practice of keeping water in large pots, each 
holding from eighteen to twenty-seven gallons, was once 
commun in this country." 

TnE W.cLL OF BETHLl'.HEM.] "The Well of Bethlchrm 
still retains its pristine renown; apd many an expatriated 
Bcthlehemite has made it the th<:-me of his longing and regrt>t. 

:.As ·there is no other well corresponding in its situation ,~ith 
the de;cription giv<'n us by the sacr{'d histo1ian, and the te:i,:t 
of ,cripturc so decidedly marks its locality, at the farthC'st 
cxtrl'mity of Ilctblehem, with, reference to Jerusalem, this 
most probably \\'as David's Well."· 

CAVE OF TUE NATlVITY.] "The lraclition respecting the 
('a\C! of the Nativity, or the precis" s1,ot in which the Virg:n 
brnught forth our Sa,·inur, seems· so \\'Cl! autlwnticated as 
J,ar<liy lo admit of dispute. Having been held in V<'ntr"ti,m 
from a very early period, the oralory, cstaLlished there l.J_y 
tLc first christians, attracted 1hc notice :ind indignation pf the 
hat hens so c:arly as the time of Adrian, A. D. 120; \Yho 
ordered it to be denwlislwd, 'and the place to be-set apart for 
the rites of Adonis." 

VALLEY OF ELAH.] "After three miles trnvrlling over 
hills and rocks from l3ethlchC'm, we entered die famous Tere­
bintl1ine Vale, rcnownccl during n,inctcen ceuturie~, .is the 
£cld of Lhc victory gained by the youngest of the rnns of Jesse 
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ovC'r the uncircumcisccl champion of the l'liilisti:1cs," \\·1.o l1:vl 

11e{ic<l the armic~ of the living God!" The idea of the pL!r'c 
cnnnot be mora forcihly cxcitrrl than by the words of scrip­
tmc: " Ancl Snul and the lllCll of hracl were gathered t"­
gethrr, ancl pitched by th,· valley of EL1h, and s .. t tl1c liatt:<' 
in army against lht· Pl,il1stines. And the Philistinr~ stor,d on 
a 1111nrntain on tin! one si<lt•, and Israel stood on a mountain 
on the other sidr; and lhcrc was a rnlky lwtwe~n them." 
Nothing has cwr occurred to }dll'r lhe appearance of th·.! 
country : as it was tlll'n, so it is now. The vny lirJok "r;ence 
Dav1<l " chose him five smooth stonrs," has bl'C'n notiucl by 
many a thirsty pilgrim, jonnH'ying from Joppa to Jerus.-,lc1;1; 
all of whom must ptbs it in 1hcir way." 

Tim SEA OF TrnEitli\S.] " As we rode townrrl!'I the Sra of 
Til.Jeria5, or, a~ it is somrtirncs krmc·<l by tl.0, Evangel:st~, the 
Lake uf Genne~areth, the guides poinled to a sloping spgt on 
our right a~ the place where the miracle was accomplished by 
which our ~aviour feel the multitude; it is theretim, called the 
J',Jultipfication of Bread; as is a hill in the neigbbouchoocl, 
where the st•rmon was preached to the discipl('s, is c .. llcd the 
Mount ef Beatitudes. The lake continuPd in view 011 our left. 
The wind rendercJ its surface rough, and called to mind tlfc 
siluation of our Saviour's disciples, whenf in one of thf) small 
,·rssels which tra\"erse these waters, they were tost in a storm, 
and saw Jesus, in the fourth wat,:h of the r.ight, walkin_r; to 
them on th~ waves. Often as this subject has b('cn paimPd, 
no artist has been a,rnre of the uncommon grandeur of tl1e 
scenery, memorable ,;n account of this transaction. The 
Lake of Gennesarcth is surrounded· by objects \\Cll adapted to 
hcightl'n the solemn impression m:,cle by such a picture; and, 

, indcprn<lC'nt of lhe local feelings likdy to be excited in Its 
conkmplation, alTords one of the most striking prospects in 
lhe. Holy Land; It is longt'r and finer than any ol our Cum­
berland or Westmoreland lakes; it cloc-s n,it, indcl'J, possc,s 
th<' va~tncss of llte Lake of Ge11C,·a, althouoh it 1:rnc!1 re. 
semblcs it in particular points of view." 

0 

TnE l\L, N Ai\lONc: ·r11E 1'0~1 as] "Along the b0rtlt>rs of the 
Lake of Gcnncsarcth,· may still bt, seen the remains of those 
~ncient Tombs, hewn by the earlit•st inhabitants of Galilcc-, 
111 the rocks which face the water. They were dls,·rtrd in the 
time of our SIJ.viour, ,1ml hncl become the r('sort 0f w n-1cl1~d 
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mc·n, nffiictcd by ,lis!'asr, and made outcasts of socil'ty, Jn 
thP account of the cure perfonnPd by our Su,·iour upon a 
ckmoninc, in thr country of the Gaclcn•,ws, on the !\nuth-!'nst 
shores of th:s lak<', thC'sc tombs arc particularly nllndPd tn: 
and 1h,-irC'xi,tC'ncc 10 this<lay, (although thev have been llC'i!hcr 
not ic<'<l by priests nor pilgrims, and hu,·e 1•scnp1·c\ the rnrngc•~ 
of th<' cmpr<'s, lfrlcna, who \\'011ld 1111douhtedly have shaped 
1hem into churche~,) offns stron<r intPrnal evidl'nce of the• uc­
curacy of the E1•angclist who l~ts n·conled the transaction; 
" Th<'re met him out of the tombs, a man with an unclran 
spirit, who ha,I his dwdlin~ among the tombs." 

TnE .lono.,N.] "W~ brnke up our camp on the bordC'rs 
of the Dead Sea," sitys \\1. Chateaubriand, " and advanced 
for an hour and a half, wi1h <'xce~sive difficulty, over a fine 
wide sand. We wrrc approaching a gron:i of palm trees and 
tamarinds, which, t() my great astonishm<'nt, I perreiv<'d in 
the midst nf this steril trnct. The ;l,rabs all at once str>pped, 
and pointed to something that I had not yet remarked at the 
bottom of a ravine. Unable to make out what it was, I prr:. 
ceivcd A\hi1l appeared to he sand in motion. On drawing 
nearer to this singular ob_jc-ct, I bclwl<l a yellow curreut, w hirh 
I could scarcely distinguish from the sand on its shorrs. It 
was de<'ply sunk below its banks, and its sluggish strram rolled 
slowly on. This was the Jorchrn !"-" I cannot exfress wha't 
I felt at the sight of the J6rdan. Not only did this river re• 
mind me of n•nown<'d antiquity, but its shores likewise pre­
srnted to my view the thratrc of tlw miracles of my r~ligion. 
Judea is the only cou111ry in the wor!J, that revives in the 
travcllrr the memory of human affairs, and of celestial things, 
and which, by this combination, producrs in the soul a feeling 
and i<ll'as which no oth<'r country is capable of exciting." 

In a future, number, we propnse to inst•rt some interrsting 
particulars n·specting the present state of Jerusalem and its 
,·icinity. 

ANSWER TO THE QUESTION," WHY ARE YOU 
A DISSENTER?" 

NOT because I w.as brought up a dissenter, or had early im­
bibed prejudices against the estaulished church. My parents 
were members of that church; and my early prrju<liccs wcr, 
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~[rongly in ils favour; sn that I thought ver_v meanly of thos~ 
who differec.l from it. My jirst reason for leaving it, to att~r,rl 
011 the ministry of c.lisscnters wa,, because the (iospel wa, !lilt 

preached where I had been accustomed to attend, anJ it "as 
preached hy the dissentl'l"s. My mind having been awakened 
to ~cl'ious thought, anJ a deep concern for my cverlastrn~ 
wclfot·e, I needed the encouraging invitations, promises, and 
consolations of the pure Gospel, to dirt-et my way, set my 
miuJ at liberty, and animate my heart witn hope and joy. 
These I sought in vain from my parish minister; nor could I 
learn that the Gosprl was preached by any clergyman oi the 
1•stal>lishment in tke neighbourhood. I was therefore induced 
to seek relief from the dissenters; and that, blessed be God, 
I soon found. These advautage.~ which I received from at­
tending 011 clisscnting ministers, raised them in my es~imation, 
·extinguished my prejudice, and cemented my atfe-ctions to 
them-. l therefor~ continued to worship God among themr 
"' Will a man leave the snow of Lebanon which cometh from 
tLe rock of the field? or shall the cold ff.owing waters that 
come from another place be forsaken?' Jer. xviii. 14. The 
above reason is that which first induces many to become dis­
senters; an<l to me it appears a v.ery•importa.tit one, even such. 
a reason as justifies any person in leaving a place of worship. 
It is a paramount. duty to hear the Gospel, in. preference to 
something substituted in its place. A man's salvation depends 
on it; for it is the Gospel that is " the power of God to sal­
vation," to him that bdievetl.t it. 

l\ly mind, however, was soon led to invrstigate the rC'asons 
by whic:1 dissenters vindicate their secession from the establ:shed 
church. I acknowledge, that no one ought to dissent on light 
ground, These reasons appear to me weighty and important, 
ancl such as folly justify their conduct. l shall proi:ced to 
detail those which, in addition to that above mentioned, opt!­
rated on my mtn<l ,a as tu fix me among dissenters, 

1. I ubjl'Ct to the! Church of England as national rmd esta­
bli~l1ed. The idea which the New Testament crives of a churcl1 
of Christ is very different. II plainly appear~ that the various 
church_es _mcntwncd_ in th~t volume-, Wl·re r-ul1111tary ~ocil'til'S 
of prokssmg chnst1a:1~, rndcpcndPut of each otl1cr, \l'hich 
,1su:i,lly met tr>gcthcr tu attl"nJ Lo n·ligiuus wor,hip, aud diYinc 
onlinnnces, rn the ~ame place. ThLJ L·;-.erci,L'U tl:c right uf 



trn.11~:1ttinp: thC'ir mrn nO'.tir,, :1ccor<li11g to tlie j11<lg111cht ntH! 
conscH·nc,· ot tlw nSJ'l'Ctin• nwnthcrs, ll'ilhuut !wing account• 
nhk to an,· but .l,·sus Christ; or dirC'ctc<l or 1'cstraincd uy uny 
la\\'~ b'Jt hi,. 'l'hm a ..:hunh i~ spukt·n of n~ c,11ni11g tup;l'lher 
iii 011t plnn', Act,, ii, I, 4-Ci.-v, I~, 14,-1 C..:ur, :Ziv, ~3.­
Also A n11111bl•1· tif d1d~ti1\ns ns,rmbh-tl for div11u• 11or~hip in I\ 

d wt•lling-housC', is ea.lied n ch1tr<'li: " On•1•t the chmd1 thut is 
in thl'ir house," Hc,111. X\'i 5, ~c•r ulso, l Cur, xvi, 19,­
Phil. 'l, Wl1t·n 1>tfoirs l(•lt1l111p; to th1• church Wlll'C tu be tic• 
tcrmined, 1111 the m1·mhrs w1'1c cnlkd t-iJgl·tlwr to givt1 tla•i1• 
opinion. Acts, vi. 2, .!i.-xv. 4, -:'•2.--Sui:h uppC'UI' to hf.11•e 
bl•Cn the churclws of Jerusalem, Antioch, Col'i11tli, BpltcltJS, 
Ro111r, &c.: ull of which uppoar to have been indepcnrhmt of 
C'RC'h other, When there were more cln1rchC'~ thnn one in a 
province or district, the trrm is used in the plural number; 
)1ence we read nf the durchcs of Judcn, and the churches of 
Gttlulin., Sometim1-s1 indeed, the word church denotes the 
whole body of christia.ns throughout the world, commonly 
called the universal or cathulic church. See Acb,- xx, !lS,-
1::ph. v. ~s,· &c. 

The church of Engl11nd dors not nnswC'I• this description; 
it is not a vul1111ta.1-y ~ociety, as the whole nation arc considered 
members of it, whether p1-ofosseclly so or not. Those cann-ot 
assemble i11 01111 plate; that they may consider nnd discusl,-nncl 
give their vote in church affaii•s: but the several congregations 
Df which it consi,ts are deprived of this liberty, being all ob• 
ligPd to conform to an absolute uniformity in faitl1, w.o-rship, 
and ,li;;cipline. How, then, can the hody of the. people, 
tLrough thr- nation, who adopt the es•ablished mode of wor­
!>hip, be called a church, in the sense in which it is used in 
the New Testament, where it always means either a particular 
congrcgatiun, or_ the wlwlc body .of christians? 

A church of Christ, according to the scripture account of 
it, is u society or persons 1rnited· purely on religious views-; 
John, xvii. 16.-x~'iii. 36.---;-_whosc laws arc no other than the 
word uf" uud; Psal. xix. 7.-Eph. ii. 20.;-which they ha,,e 
a I jn ht tu i ntcrprl:t for themselves; John, i. 46.-Luke, xii . .57. 
--Acts, iv. JO. xvii. I 1.-1 Thess. v, 21. &c.: the sunctio11s 
or wiiich arc purely tpiritual; '2 Cor. x. 4.; anJ whose su­
prt>mc and nnly Head is Jesus C/iri11t. Eph, i. 22. Whereas, 
tlJe d1'Jrc!1 of Enil,r::J is a civil establis/1me11t, being foumkd 



"WIIY All£ YOU A nr:;~r,;~n:it?" l l 

,on acfs of parlfr1111e11f, and rnforr-~d 1,y civil .rnnctions; the 
cl,i,.f ma~'.i,,trnl<', 11, such, lwi11;_; it: ·,ui,1·c·111P hC"ad. Thus the 
powC"r ll'hich the king (or q11C",·11) of Ln~IHncl bas. as stqJr0me 
l,l'ad of tlil' church, is, "to <'Xt·rtr3C' all rnann,,r of r·cc:c~ia:;~ 
tic:d jurisdictic,n; and archb,~hops, bishops, art !:d ·arr,11,, and 
0rll('r rcclcsiastical pl'r,ons, have no mannn ,.: j :..ri,dir, inn 
eccksiasl'ical, but by and unclrr the kiP.;!_'s ~,rn 1c•qy; , •. ho h:itl1 
full po11er and authority to hear ancl detcrn:i1!<: all n:a:,nrr of 
causl's ('Cc\esiastical, and to rr•form and C<ine~t all vice, sin, 
c·rrors, and heresies whatsocn·r." 8ce the Act, '26 Hen. Sth. 
cap. 1.-Tliis power Hc111;if VIII. transfrrrl'd from thP pope to 
himself; ::mcl the kings·n11uqucens of England have posse,sed 
it ever since. I-knee the appoi11ti11g of b1shl'/ps is the k111g or 
queen's prerogative; ancl tl,c puwer of ordination is fro1n hrm, 
or hc·r, and held during pleasure. This authority, in mattns 
of faith, has been excrcisccl hoth by kings and qucrns. in such 
a degree, as to reverse tl1e vvtPs of parliament, anJ stop the 
proe<.:cdings of a whole conwcation of the clergy. Thus diJ 
qucC'n A1111e in .the case. of Mr. Whiston, who was conclemned 
fur l,erl'sy. , 

Such a power and authority, held by a fallible m:m, :md 
cvm by a uoma11, over such a body of pcoplr, and in mdtrers 
of such transcrnclant importance, where l'\'cry on,c is r,er,011-
ally responsible, is highly (.krogatury to the honour of Christ, 
wl,0111 Goel hath constitutccl hcacl overall things to the church; 
:is well as a CTJ"Oss infrinaemcnt on the \ibPrty of christ:ans, 
ll'ho, ia mattr~·s of faith ;nd conscirnce, arc f;rhid bring the 
~errants of men; I Cor. viii. 23.-l3rsidL'3, the religion ,if 
,le,.us needs not the ~upport or aid of human power; its in­
lcrferc•.n::c having been more injurious than beneficial to it."' 

* The late learned ancl laborions Gilbrrt Waketield thus 
cxprrsSl'S bi, opinion on national establishmrnts-' National 
C,\11rtl1es arc that ha!J and stubble (1 Cor. iii. 1'2.) which might 

_be rrmowd without difficulty or confusion, from the fabric of 
rl'lip;ion, by the gcntll' hand of rcfurmatian; but \\ hich the 
•infatuation of ecclesiastics will h·a\'e to br destroy'cd by fi,e. 
,.NatioN,il clmn:he, are d,al i11crustat1on, -which has l'U\'clu1,:d, 
·by grad~al concretion, the.diamond of cliristia11ity; nor can, I 
kar, the genuine lustre be restored, but by such\ iolcnt l'fforts 
lls th" scp.:rntiun 0f substancrs so lun~ and cl0sely conlll'Cl<!d 
must inc\i'tably rcquirc.'-Answcr to ;\gc of ltcasun. l'. 1. 
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2. A srcond r!'ason for my being a disscnt,•r is, tl,e de{cr/ir(! 
a11d ronupl state <?I tl1c ,iiscipli11e of the church of Enl);h,nd. 
No pers,·,ns whatev<'r arc refused admittance to the Lur,l's 
tabk. who have, been c-onfirmcd, nnd arc not excommunicatC'J, 
thw~h they be guilty of gr<'at immoralitiC's. Many nre nl­
hmcd, yva obli~cd to r!'ceivc it as o. qualification for a civil 
offic<', when there is the utmost ceason to believe they have no 
funh<'r Yicw. This is a most awful perversion of a sacred or­
dinance. Should the minister refuse the sac.ramcnt to the most 
infamous sinner in his pari,h, he would be liable to suspension, 
and if ob!>ti1,ate, to excommunication. Is this an exact model 
of a church of Christ, according lo the New Testament 1 It 
r<'quircs that cases of a puhlic nature be brought before the 
church, for thl' cou;ideration and determination of the whole 
bod_,·. See l\Iatt. :,viii. 17. But in the church of England, 
n<"ither 1be minister of the pari,-h, nor ~my of _the congre~a­
tion, crin exercise any sort of discipl-ine.-Offences must be 
brought before the spiritual court, instead of the church, to. 
be dct,•rmine<l by chancdlo1s, who arc often lay,nen, whcsc 
1lC'lcrmina1i11ns will stand in law, though they be contrary to 
t'.,c l,ishops. The puni~hment which the Ne" Testame1Jt nwn­
tior.s to bC' inflicted on obstinate offender!', is exclusion from 
eh ristian fellowship, and the p1·ivileges attendi11g it; but. tho;e 
inflicted for crimes brought before the spiritual court, are of 
a carnal nature, whiLh the scripture 110 where warrants; surh 
:;is fines, imprisonments, <lf'prirntion, ancl 1.'!Xcommunica iun, 
the effects of which are dreadful. This discipline is 1ilso 
shamefully defective ,dth respect to its ministers; ns some ·are 
admitted into that ~acrcd office, and others are suffered to re­
main in it, whose morals arc extremely loose, an<l whose. talents 
and application are greatly inadequate. None ought to be 
admitted into this officl', b 11t such as have given proof of a 
real conn!rsion, and gl'nuine piety; who undcrstand and arc 
determineJ to preach the great truths of the Gospd; and to 
enforce the same by a life of purity, love, an<l ZC'al. 

3. linothcr important objc-ction which I have to the church 
vf England is, that the congregation~ are ·kp1 i\'<'d of the right 
of cftuusi11g tl1eir 111i11fatcrs; though it is as rrasonaLl<', an,! far 
more imporrnnt that thf'y should possess this right, as that of 
cl,oosing their own attorney 01 physician. Every patron of a 
Ii•, in 2: way prcsf'nt whatever minister he c::hoos<'s, and the 
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pcoplr han, no liLerty to ohjrct, If he be ever so disagr<'cabl<! 
LO the people, or ill qualified for his office, tht'y must submit, 
It is well for the people, in such ca~es, that there ar~ oth<>r 
places of wor~hip for thrm to attend; and this doubtlc'.,s is one 
cause of the incrt'as,~ of di~sentcrs. It seems an extremely 
hard case, for a people to have a minister imposed upon them, 
whalevt'r his character or tali·nts may be. How much more 
likely is a 1J1inister lo be b'lth more respected anJ useful, when 
he is the man of the people's choice.-The scriptures authorize 
the exercise of this right; see Acts, i. 6.-John, iv. I.­
Matt. xxiv. 24.-Lukc-, viii, 18, l\Iinisten are mentioned as 
the sen,ants of the church. 2 Cor. iv. 5. 

4. I object also to tl1e terms on which ministrrs arc aJmittecl 
into the chutch' of England. They are required to su~cribe 
and declare their hearty assent and consent to certain articles 
of religion, commonly calleJ the Thirty-11i11e Articles, of 
human composition, as beiHg in nothing contrary to the word 
of God. They are obliged to Jcclare their belief, that there is 
nothing in the common-prayer book, and lhe Look of ordina­
tion, contrary to the won) of God. They are also obliged to 
swear obedience to the bishop, the ordinary, and their suc­
C<'ssors, in every thing required in the canons. Such r<'qui­
sitions as these arc rxtremcly hard on the clergy, and lay 
them unde1· great tC'mptations to prevaricate. It is also Ct'r~ 

tain, that Christ never committed such authority t,, :i.ny man, 
or !iody of men; ancl who, but such as a-!-~ "infallibh•, can be 
consiJcred qualified for the e~c>-!-cisc of it? It is, bc5ide .:i 

tacit reflection upon the hoty Scriptures, as not bcina suffi­
c(ently <'Xplicit; an infringe_ment on chr:stian liberty,"' and a 
discouragement to free enquiry after truth. The New Testa­
ment no where enjoins snch submission in Christ's ministers to 
?~le another, or __ to any huma1~ ~upc:ior, ~s is _wre required, 
I he grand pretext for subscnpt1on 1s, u111/orm1ty of se11timent 

a,r,011g her mi11i.sters, But it may be. a~k<'J, Js uniformity of 
sent11ncut absolutely llC'CC'ssary to chns11an edification ?-Is it 
to be expected in the present imperfect stale ?-Is the demand­
ing subscription to articlrs the way to sC'cure it ?-and, Is thi, 
object Sl'C~r~d intl~e church ~f E11gla11J?-Frum lht• pr<'ach-
111g and wntm~s ol_ the ~stabl1shed ckrgy, the1c appears a< 
grc•at a d1,·crs1ty ol scntnm•n1s among them, as amon" an} 
otbcr bo~ly uf minist_cr,. T_he situation of tl,e clergy is in thf. 
1 e~pect la!" from bcmg rnviablr.. Ilow uulikrly it is, th:it ,,, 

C 
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numrrous a bo<ly of mrn ~houl,I nil lll'lir,·c, that two rnlumrs 
sn large as the book of comnirrn-prayi•r, and the book uf or­
,lination. contain nothing hut what is agrel'abk. to the word of 
G0<l ? Why should_ such a bcliPf ~c thought necpssary to 11mkc 
them acc,'plahle m1111stl'r~ of Chnst, or concluci"c tu the <1ood 
of the church? They arc obliged to prc:tch the snmc doct1~ncs, 
whetlwr they think them true or false, or else violate the most 
solemn obligations. In~,•ccl subscription and the temporal 
cmolumc11ts connected with 1t, arc a strong temptation to prc­
,·aricate; and ten,! to keep out of the church some of the most 
conscientious men, who arc l)l',t qualified for such a trust, and 
to encourage such as arc u_nfit tu ha Ye the charge of souls, 

N. B. In the yrar 166'2, upwards of fu:o ilwusand 0f the 
mo~t pi0t1s and karned of the ministers of the church of Enrr­
bnd, ga,·e ,1p their livings, and committerl themselves a17d 
families to providence; rather than violate their consciences 
in this matter of subscription. They were a noble company 
of nwn ; a11J tht>ir conscientious conduct cntitlrs them tu the 
wnerntion and rc~pect of posterity. Dues this afford 110 pre­
eumpti,e proof that subscription to all tiiat the ministers 
.,f the cstaulishment arc requirr<l to suuscribc is wrong? A 
mini,ter of that church should not Lie Yery confident and pcr­
nnptory in speaking of its cxcclkncics and pcrf Pction, whcn­
~uch a 1,umbl'r or their studious, lcarncJ, and holy predeces­
sor~ tlioug_ht otherwise. 

5. I object o.l~o to tbc numbrr of officers wliich arc ap­
pnintl'd in the c:hurcti of England, for which I can find ,no 
~cripture authority; and the "Prointment of which appears 
to me an infringement on the power and oflicc of Christ ai. 

wlc H,,ad of the Church ; as Wl'II as a reflection, on the Sa­
cred ScriJJtures as bhing an insufficil'nt, cir incoinplctc direc­
tory to Christians. He,idcs the three or<lcrs of Bisli"ps, Priests 
::;nd Deacoift, tlicrc arc Arcl1bisl1ops, Arcluleaco11s, lJea11s, 
Prcbendaries, Ca11c,ns, Clw11ccllors, 8ul'r.ogates, Proctors, and 
others, But when <lid Christ appoint these? or where is. their 
•warrant from the New Testammt? Arc not thrsc of Popish 
origin, and the effect of an unnatttral alliance of tlw churcb 
,rith the state? 

1n the New Testament I read 0f but two kinds of officers, 
yjz. Elders or Presbyters, wliich is synonymous with Bislwps; 
the orioinal won! plainly signifying no more than overseers. 
They ,;ere the Jl'l.Stors of partic.:ula1· co11grc·gatio11s, their busi-
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nl'ss wns to mi,,istcr in hul!J things; lo preach the worrl, arl­
,1,i11islcr I lie ordi11a11!'es, and m1tc/1 our and feed tl1ejlock. The 
~c•cund ordt·r w,1s that of Deacons, wlio,c Lusiness it was f() 

take care c!f tl1e por,r, and rhc temporal concems ef tl1e Churclt. 
As to tl1e lfohops of the church of England, who can look 

into the New Tl'sta1m:nt, and not be forcibly struck with the 
~triking c·ontrast betwixt them and the Apo,tlcs of our Lord, 
whose suCCl'dsors they profess to br? The furmci- arc styled 
Lurd-Bisl,ups; and rig/it rerere11djc1thers in God; bl'ing peers 
of the realm. There is a grl'at dt'al of pump and para.ere u,cd 
iu their instalment nnd some cnerr.onies truly luclicr,,.i,; all 
of which is foreign to the simplicity of the New Testament. 
They ha\'C the sole_ power of ordaining the clergy ; and tlicy 
exercise great authority over them, not 011ly to t>nquire into 
their conduct, but to exnct an oath of obedience from them, 
a, also the powl"r of suspension. Such power and clominion 
v,·er their brethren seems contrary tu Matt. xx. 25, 27, xxiii. 8. 
They also perform the l'itc of co,:firmatir.n, and tht• consecra­
tion of churchc•s- and church-vards; which have an obvious 
tendency to foster supt>rstition in the minds of the penple, ancl 
for which them is not one word in the christian scriptures. 
They live in splendour, an<l rid<! in stale; while tlic Apostks 
we-re poor, " working with their han<ls," and tr.n·cllrd 011 
foot. 'J'hey prtach seldom; the Apostles were " inHant in 
season, aiut ont of season," going e,·cry where -prr:rcnin"' tnl! 
word; disclaiming· all domi1,ion over the people's faith: l>uc 
labouring assiduously -to be "exampks to the flock," and 
" helper~ of their joy." ls it not too much for one m'an to 
he pastorpvcr, and to have tht' charge of all the souls in a 
whole ·diocese, which com~rchentls many hundred pari-,hes; 
as well as the govl'rnment ot all_ the clt•rgy, who arc only his 
fllrall's? W?at an ~,~ful n·_spons1hil1ty do they take upon them­
selves! Is 1t consistent wnh th1·1r characters as the senants 
of the m~ek and lowly Jesu~. ~o atkct so mu_ch external pomp 
and 11·1•rldly power? Must 1t nut greatly llltl'rfl'rc abo with 
the spi_ritual duties of their ollice? _ As the above partirnlars 
arc _without any scnpture_ autl'.or1ty_, and contrary tu tht• so­
,·en'1gn pow1·r and dum1nwn ol Cl1n,1, anti the sulliciency of 
chv111c revcla1101_1 as a rule ol duty, I cu;1sidl'r it my bounden 
<luty to cl1s,cnt lrum, and protest against such errors; anJ tu 
W<'.rsliip and <:njoy chri,tian tdlowsliip 11ith those who pay a 
stncter uLtCllllUh to tl.\c Holy Scriptur•.-s, 
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6. Another n'ason for my ,1is5cnt from 1hr church <,f En~­
l:-:1,d is, tl,e mode of n·orsl1ip it has adoptrd; the samr ~tatnl 
forms of p1·ayt>r bt'ing constantly used. Though it bC' brlt\'r 
to pray by a form, than not to pray al all, yet there appe11r5 
no ncr,css1ty for forms. A private christian, who knows a1ul 
cn::,:dcrs his wants and obligations, may express them in a 
rn:inr:c-r accl'plabic to God, without the use of a form. A 
minister who J0cs nut po~sl'sssufficicnt knowledge, and a flul'nry 
of c:-<prrssion, is unfit for his oflicc. The Scriptun's arc ,;il,,nt 
bo1h as lo 1hr ncn·ssity and exp('dicncy of thrm; nncl it is 
unreasonable that miniskrs should be confined to a stntl'cl form 
in thl'ir prayers, more than in thrir sermons. The practice is 
nidcntly allcn,kd with disadvanta_~l', as it encouragC's indo­
lrncC', cramps the mind in its opC'rations, prevents a culliva­
til>n of the ability to pray, and deadens devotion by a constant 
rcpctitiou•uf the same thing,s. lksidcs these liturgil's cannot be 
adapted to all the n1rying circumstances uf different societies, 
and those 11as,ing occurrences and events which ought to be 
noticed in public prayer; yet they must not be _altered; nor 
is any rnini;ter allowed to deviate from them whatever the 
peculiarity of eYents may require. . 

The liturgy is aho exceptionable in a variety of instances .• 
lt is irregular, full of tautology, and vain repetitions; somo­
Jlarts of it, (for instance, what is called the ,Lord's prayer, 
Gloria. Pa.tri; &~.) being u~ed several times. In same respects, 
it is defective; in others redundant; and in others not adapt• 
ed to the occasion. Several things are objec1ionable in point 
of sentiment in thE rffice ef baptism. in the: cmnnmnimi service.: 
in the rite ,ij- co1!.firmation, in the t'isitation C?f the stc~, in the 
bu, ial ur.rice, the service for lwl!J da!JS, in the Atha11asz~11 creed, 
ancl in some parts of the lita11y. The limits to wh1cl~ J am 
confined in these remarks, forbid my bemg very. paruc~1lar; 
but J must be allowc'd to observe, that as tu baptmn, .neither 
the su(dectJ (i1ifants), nur what is by some ~ailed th~ mode 
(sprinlcli11g) arc scriptural. In the cummwuon _ ser~1ce, th-: 
notion of Clll'itt's real prese11~, in the bread and wme 1s s.trong­
l favoured by some expressions, an<l t,>o much countenance 
ten to a supcr,titious view of it. The rite of Co11fir111utw1t 

7,a~ no foundation eitl1er in reason or Scnpturr
1
, and may be 

c,ttrncl('d with dangerous consequences, by JIIC uc1ng a pcr­
:-ua,ion iu those; c;o11lirmL"d, 011 tbe mnc: authonty of the 
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bish()p, of their bring pardoned and regenerated, and consc­
fJUrnrly in a safo state, while tP1ey continue in their sins, In 
the Visitation of the Sick, the form of absolution savour~ 
strongly of popery."' Some parts of the burial serTice :arr. 
pccul iarly objectionable, a,nd may be atten,led with dangrr­
ous cunscfJUClfce~, a.sthe most infamous characters, when dead, 
arc pronounced h:ippy. There is, besides, an evident impro-
11riely in reading the same service at all funerals, ,.ithout dis­
tinctions pf age, circumstances or character. Many other 
parts might be pointed out as very exceptionable, in the SC'T­

,-ices for Jan. 30th. and Itlay 29th,-al.o, the reading of the 
.'!pocryphical books,· the d'amnatory clauses in the Atl,anasian 
Creed, the practice 1Jf chanting in cathcrlrals, and reciting after 
the minister, &c. &c. The greater part of the liturgy of the 
Church of England, was taken from the old prJpish liturgy, se­
wrnl parts being little else than a translation of the Roman 
Breviary, Missal, and Ritual. The first Reformers. perhaps, 
did their part. They undertook a great and hazardous work ; 
but their successors have greatly failed in theirs. Church­
men have such an invincible avetso'n to innovation, and such 
a dread of rndangering the whole fabric by attempting to re­
pai~ any part of it; that they have hitherto pertinaciously 
-rrjectcd all proposals for impruvemrnt, although made by 
many lrarncd clrrgymcn in the C:hurch.-Not a pin of the. 
·building must be touched; One would suppose, by their ex­
treme tcndernC'ss, that they considerc-d the building so crazy. 
that if-the smallest part be removed, the whole will fall into 
ruius. What is most surprising is, that those of the establish• 

'' 1\Jr: Hervey used to complain, that the baptismal scr­
,,icC', and the vi~itation of the sick, in the liturgy, were r:cr!t 
ilefcctivr, a11d m11cl1 11eedcd amendment. He in a private let· 
tf'l' also adds: " In an affair of the highest coHsequencc, 
-how ncgligrnt is the community, I mran in the long expected 
rdonnatiun of the liturgy, in which, excellent as it is upun tl,c 
'"holr, tl,ere arc some passages sr) justly excrptionable, that 
every bishop in th,! kingdom will tdl you he wishes to haYe 
them expunged: and yet, I know not for \,hat political or 
t1mi<I rcasom, it continuc:s jnst as it clid. Had onr first Tljjr 

formers been -,hus in<lolrnt, wr still had bccn Papists.''__,.. 
Urn. Col. Let, 15~.-Lifc-ef l3rou:n, 

C :, 
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rd clergy, who shol1ld be most sensible of their church's de­
fects, and most clcsirons of having them :·L·ctilied, seem must 
tenacious nfthem, arc loudest in cryin~ up its l'Xcct'll'llt con­
:;tit11tion ; and have the phras<', " our excellent church," 
most fr<'qucntly in their mouths, The ~implicity, purity aiul 
indcpcndance of dissenting churches, and the disseuting mod<! 
of wor~hip, appear to me so much more consistent with Scrii;­
tur<', and better calculated for general edificatiu'n, that I am 
constrained to give them the prefcn•nce. I sometimes feel 
some degree of surprize that conscientious men, who arc in 
tl,e habit of rea<ling their bibles seriously, can be so Wl'll 
satisfied ,\ith tlll'ir church and its service as they appear. 
But we cannot all sec alike in this ftato; and' men may be 
the subjects of prejudice while insensible of its influence. 

The st:rERIOR SouRcEs qf CONSOLATION under the Loss ef 
FRIEND~ qffordcd by Cu1t1sTIANITY. 

ONE of the chief glories of Cristianity is, that it unveils 
the interesting concerns of a future slate to mortals much more 
c !early than they were, or could be, discovered, by the ~trongest 
reason, unassiste<l by Revelation. This lays a foundnti_nn fur 
motives to virtue and <luty much more powerful than the mosl 
hboured system of Ethics conld furnish. The supports, too, 
which this supplif's to the christian, when struggling under !he 
at1lictions incident to this state of .trial, arc equally st1pt'1ior 
to those furnishc<l by mere reason. ,vc sdect, for an illustra­
tion, n calamity to which every human being is subject, and 
by which he is, at one time or another, certainly vi~itL•<l. All 
mankind arc subject to death: anJ no man can pass through 
life without being depri\·ed of those who Rre near to his heart 
and share largely in hi, atfrctions. Now these arc seasons 
i:1 which the feeling mind neccls support, and looks an,und fur 
consobtion. The moralist may harangue on the duty of sub. 
rnitting to providence, and the proµriety of beariug with forti­
tude evils which canuot·be 11,\'0'<lcd: and the stoic may expa­
tiate on the vanity of murmuring at the decrees of fate, and 
the impossibility of n:sisting them. These topics may con­
foun<l, but they do not console the sufferer. The cklight of 
his eye:s, the friend of his bosom, is torn from him, and no­
thing remains of that once beloved objel'l but an i11a11imatL', 
and disgusting piece of corruption, which he is soou ubligcd 
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1" l,ury out of his sight. Iii, rC"aso11 can only il'acl to 1111ccr-
1ai11 g11css1•s at any othl'r ~late of being aftn 1his life, an<..I he 
concci\'es himself separated for el'er. The frequency of the 
misfortunc, anrl the impossibility of arniding it, rath<'r aggra­
rnte than lcsscn the weight of his gri<'f. No source of comfort 
oilers; and if he docs not siJ1k into stupid inscn,ibility, he 
abandons himself to unavailing woe. 

But, in circumstallCC'S like thesc, Christianity prC'scnts most 
powerful topics of consola1io11. Instead of picturing to hi:; 
mourning imagination 1hespirit of a dcpartl'<l fric-nd as extinct, 
m· wandering "through Pluto's realms a s,,!itary gl,0s1," 1t 

assures him, that if tlw lh·ccascd was really interested in 1hc 
privileges of the gospel, his soul is now secure in the C'njoy­
rnent of bliss far superior LO any that he could han: l'njoyrd 
on earth. Hcvclation informs the mourner, that Guel ha:; now 
wipr<l away nil tears from the eyes of his lricn,!; that he llflW 

1lri11ks full draughts of Lliss from th~ fountain of bliss;. tl1at, 
unhappy an<l imperfect as he was unearth, he is now com­
pletely happy and holy: and that he has sat <low11 with his 
adorable Saviour on his throne. Such views as th<:sc nalurally 
afford consolation tu the affec1ionate survivor. Did he sincerely 
love those oi whom drath has <lq.Jrived him?-Thcn, surl'ly, 
he will r1·joicc in the contemplation of that glory and j,,y 
to which they arc advanced. Will he not be 1\·illing, for llwir 
sakes, to forl'go the p!casurc which he useJ to 1'njoy in their 
conH·rsation and prf::senc("? Nay, .,,·ill he not rejoice and tin<l 
real satisfaction in the certainty, that his loss is their gain, 
and that they a:-c now presPnt with Christ, which is far better? 

Again. It is painful to reflect, that cwn the bodies of thosC', 
who1,n we love and rcvcrcncr, should be totally lost, anJ mix 
for ever with their parent clny._ llut rca,on, with all hu­
powers, nor even imagination, in her wildc,t flights, could cwr 
<li,con·r Lhc ll'ast ray of hope of the rccovl'ry of these ma. 
chinrs, after they had been co11sumcd on the tlaming pile. ur 
dissol.,c.I in the silent grave. llut hrrc, Hewlation ,1gain steps 
in to our relief. It assurrs us, that " what was so1u1 in cor­
ruption, shall lie raised in incorruption: that \l·hat was s01rn 
in dishonour, shall be rai~l'd in glory; that what 1\·as S0\\'11 in 
weakness, shall be raised in power; and that \\'hat 1ras sown 
a llatural body, shall be rais1'd a spiritual bo1ly." \\'liat a 
source of cumulation for a fon<l rl'lati1·c, to look forll'ards tu 
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to that glorious day, whrn that very body, which hn~, for 50 

m::it1)' yr::11·s, bren the dC'light of his C'yes, shall be reslon•d to 
;1<ld1tl()nal spknclour, and adapted for pleasures more rdhll'cl 
th::in thosr it could supp<Jrt in this imperfect ~late of existt•nct•, 

Furr her. The Gospel assures us, that if we be found 
walking in the stC'ps of our deceased frit'nds, the p:iinful 
separation will be but fur a time. The period will soon arri1·r, 
when we shall -lie re-united. with them in' happier circnm­
stanc!'s, and in the participation of superior delights; without 
the jarring disord!'rs and e1·ils too common 011 earth. Nut 
will our fdicity be damprd with the frar of any future srpa­
ratinn. \\'e shall then hal'e the consoling assmance, that our 
hnppiness will continue for e1·er, and will for ever increase. 
,veil ma\' this glorious prosprct rc•concilc us to the temporary 
ab,cncc of our cl('arest connrctions-when we have the pro­
mise of diYinc truth, that we shall certrrinly join thl'm :tgairi, 
:ind nel'rr more be parted. Surdy, those who have good evi­
dC'ncr, that their dccC'asecl friencls and themselvrs are both par­
takC'rs of the same king,lom of glory, ought not to sorrow as 
those \\'ho have no hopr. • 

Lastly. The most enli~htcncd of the heathens had Yery ob­
scure and discouraging views of providence. Some supposcJ, 
that the Deity, too rxalted to interest himself in human affair~, 
left thrm to the direction of blind and undistinguishing chance 
Othns talked something of a SLl\'C~rcign fate superior to gods 
and mrn, which irresistibly controulecl all Cl'ents. It is tlic 
Christian alone who is taught, that a God of infinite wisdom, 
almighty power, and boundless go°'dness, rules O\'er all the 
creation; that not a sparrow falls without Him·; and that this 
Goel has rngagcd his sacred word, that all thi11gs shall work 
together for good to th~m that lovi• him. Whr!1 death, _thl'rC• 
forr, snatches away l11s most beloved connections, he 1s nu­
thorisecl, he is req~ircd, to believe, that tht• great Dirposrr of 
all .cH'i,,~ has some l.Jenevolr.nt purpose to accomplish by the 
disprmation. I-le may comfort lumself with the persuasion, 
that tbourrh in this state of darknl's, he r.annot fathom the 
dc~i:ns of l1is hcal'enly Fathe1;, yet, whrn he arrives in that 
happy slatl~ whl're he will sec eye to eye'. he will percc:i\·e 
::ibunJant rC'ason to conclude, that, even m these affectmg 
f'l'!'nb, IJc has clone all things well. A firm and con­
~t.Jlll conYictioa, " that the Judge of all the earth mml do 
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ri~lit," will and ought to calm our minds, and moderate our 
5 " 1To1\·s, unJer the most severe strokes of I lis prov1drnce. 

From these cnnsiJcration,, we may Jraw two impo•tant 
hints of improvl'ment. 

1. Let us be careful to secure our own title to everlasting 
bliss, that we may have solid ground for boping to meet our 
pious frirnJs again in glory. _Docs the amicipa_tion of this 
rdic\·c our sorrows, and, even in the midst of grief, yield us 
sacreJ joy/ Let us, then, L>cware of losing this co11solatio11. 
Our departed friends wulkc<l with God on l'arth, and tbus 
·were _prepared for the full enjoyment of His pr~scncc in 
hcav!711. Are we pursuing their steps? They eviJenced their 
love to their S;i.viour by keeping his commandments. D,, we 
endeavour to adorn the doctrine of God ou1· Saviour in all 
thin~s / Ll•t' us examine ourselves ,,.hcthcr we be in the faith. 
our"Saviour tells the Jews, that they shall see their great an• 
ccstors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, sit down in the king<lol1l 
of heaven, and they themselves shall be cast out. Awful sen­
tence! .May it properly affect us! Should we at the great 
day be on the left hand of the Judge, we sha.11 be cast into 
outer darkness; when an impassable gulph will be fil!ed be­

,tween 'the realms of bliss and us, that. will for ever preclude 
any intercourse with those in whose happy company we had 
,-ainly hoped to have passed an eternity of joy. 0 what keen­
ness will this add to the teeth of the worm that never dies ! 
what fury to the flame that shall never be quenched! Let, 
then, our attachment to our dear and pious connections rouse 
us to consult our own safctyt and excite us to work out our 
own wlvation with fear and trembling. 
, 2. Let a chic consideration of this subject awaken us to 
dl'ep concern for the salvation of those that are near and dear 
to our hearts. How clrcadfully must it aggr.i.vate our grief on 
the loss of such, when we haVl' any ground to apprehend that 
thry arc not only lost to us in this world, but lost for ever, 
and plunged in irremediable ruin. Such a suspicion calls into 
exercise all the most painful emotions of the mind. Our own 
loss is ahsorbcd in thcir's; anJ we sutler the roost p'.)ignant 
,': guish. Nothing, perhaps, can aggravate uur distress, Ull IPss 
we ha,·c reason to apprehend, that this awful misny might 
probably have been prevented, had we been more diligent and 
more earnest. in warning, irutructing, and prnying for, the un-



happy immortal. Ll'l us, thl'n, while ,,·c arr in tile land ~ 
hop,', l'arn,'stly wrc:,tlc with the God of rill gracl', that l11: 
wuulJ impart his saving grace to uur IH•lo\'cd assol'iatc~; and 
let 11s 11ot contl'nt ourM'lll'S with prayer, huwcV<'I' constant or 
l~'rvcnt. Ll't us <lilige1,tly use all the mt'ans which <l-ivim, goud. 
ne,s has put into our hands. Let us wurn those with wh11m we 
stand conncctl:'d of the,,dangl'r uf perishing in their sins.;- ·"t 
u~ exhort them tu flee from the wrnth to come; let us instruct 
th<'lll i11 th<' way of salrntion; 11ml sedulously guard them 
agaimt all the snares which mi.ght <lraw their feet aside from 
the pnths of rightl'ous,wss. Thus mny we l10pr, thl'Ough tlic, 
a~sistance of the Holy Spirit, to meet thl'm ill those huppy' 
realm~, where sin and death sh:i.11 lie unknown, • 

s. o. 

FIRE AT SERAl\1PORE. 

WnEY we ,hew up the interesting account, published in 
our lust number, of the ustonishing progress that had been 
niadc, and was then making, by the Baptist Missionaries in 
India, in the translating and publishing of the Scriptures for 
the instruction of the perishing millions of Asia, we -littlo 
thought, that, at the moment we were writing, -the whote· 11n• 
dertaking had been for four months cnii.-cly suspended•,' by a 
mo;t mysterious dispensation of Providence. So 1-Jmited is our 
.knowledge ! Yet it now .ippears, that such was actually the 
case. The particulars of this· di,tressing event will be learnt 
from the following letter from Dr. Marsl.iman; which, at the 
rrqucst of the last Leices,tcrshire and Nottinglrnmshiro Con• 
ference, we willingly insc1t. We likewise most r:ordially join 
with 111cm in rl'commending tbis important subject to the liucrul 
att<•ntion of our readtrs, especially to such as possess the 
mc:aus of rendc1·ing eJfcctual assistance. 

Copy ef a Letter jrom Dr. Josliua !1.farsh111an, f!f Serampore, in 
Bengal, to Dr. Hyla11d, u/' Bristol, dated .11wdi 12tlt, ,c­
ceind September 9th, 161 'J. 

0

1\Jy D'JAIL Sm, 
I closed a lettP.r to you on the 10th, out n.ow write anew, 

.t\?iull1l'r leaf of the ways of l'ru\'idl'ncc has be,,n since u11• 

JulJ,d which will fill you both with sorrnw and gratituJl'; 
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11 ,\ call for the ,·xerci,e of faith in II Dr, wl1osc word, finn a, 

1c pillars nfl.i,·avC'n, lia~ dC'ch1n·cl, ",\II tl1iugs work togctltcr 
JJ' the guod uf them that lm·c God." 

Last night, about six, I was sitting in my stnrly, mming 
,,,·r 1he dl't1lings of God wlw had that day week tak<'n my 
nfant son; anti what afllictc<l me far nwrc, three w,·cks br­
urc, my <l,·ar ~rothcr Ward's secon,( <lau;.\hte~, about six years 
Jl<l, in a putrul sore _throat. While r~liectrng on these pr~­
·i<lenccs, and attempting to collect my tl10ught,1 on-" It 1s 
if the Lord's mercies we arc not co11s11mcd," as a subjl'cl for 
iur weekly evening lecture, some one cxclairne<l, "The print-
na ollicc is on tire." I ran iustantly thither, and beheld, at 
:h: lower end of the officl', which is a room 2,10 feet long, a 
;tage containing 700 reams of Engljsh paper, sent out to print 
lh~ 'famul and Cingalcse New Testament, envelAped in llames. 
t,:vC'rV door and window but one was fastened by a large fiat 
b,u- ~f iron which went across it, and was secused by a U'>lt 
in the insic.le. In five minutes, the room was so filled with 
.smoke that a candle wonld not liw. Fi111ling it impossible to 
-0pcn the windo\\'> or for any one to go i? withoul dan6er of 
jnstant death, we tastene<l that door agam, m the hopt! smother­
in.~ the flame, a,,nd ascending the ro,if (lil're<·<l it over the fire; 
and by incessantly pouring down water, so kept it under for 
three hours, that nothing but that paper appeared to have 
kindled, aod there the !lame was greatly abated. The alarm 
which w.e gaY.c brought all the ~nropcans a-round us to our 
.assistance, :besides our nati\·e servant6, so that we had all the 
;ll.Ssistancc wt could desire, While, l1vwever1 the tlames were 
got under then·, I looked in, and suddenly saw a flame spread 
:.iLuut twcn.ty feet higher UJ>. The smoke and steam in­
creased so .as to n•n<ler it death to get three feet within the wall. 
Iu a"fcw minutes tile .flames "Spread in.every <l-irr-ction, and 
took away all hope of saving any thing from thcuc1•, and filled 
us with terror for Mr~. Marshman's school, about thirty feet 
to the north-west, a bed-room for the boys about sixteen feet 

1full ll'irth, which communicated with brother Ca1cy's, and 
'ihe hall, library, and musct\m, within twchc fret of it to the 
l.lorth-e.ast. The wind, however, frll, and it burned as straight 
upward as a fire on a hL·,nth, and coinrnunicatc<l to noth1no 
bc~idc. 1t rS:maincd burning six hours, and consumed th~ 
.bemns fire feet in circumfercuce, the l'Oof, the wi11Joll's1 and 
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rn'ry thi11g Lnt thr walls. Happily, no lil"l'o w~rc lost, IILT a 
hone brokl'n, Thr loss we cannot at present l'stimalC', It hai 
.:onsnn,rd all but tlu~ six pn•sses, which we 1·,joiced were san-<l 
bl'ing in a ~icle room. Two tlw11sa11,l ream~ of English paper 
:1r0 consuml',1, worth nt h•ast £5000. Founts of tvpe~ in 
f,lUrll'l'n languag~s, brsi<l,•s English: namely.,Nagrcc, (hro 
tnunt~ large an,1 ~mall,) U,·ngal<'c, (two founts) Orissa, l\lah­
mtla., Seek, Ilurman, Tclinga,. Tamul, Cingalese, Chinese 
Persian, Arabic, Hebrew, and Greek, wrre burnt; beside; 
founts of English for carrying on ten works, which we have 
110w in the press; and the cases, stones, brass rules, iron chasrs; 
&c. correspondl'nt \\"ith all these. We have not typrs left for 
the circular letter, nor even to print a statement of the loss. 
1'he e<litions of the New Testament which arq stoppe<l are 
nine: ,·iz. The Hin<lostancc, Penian, an<l Tamul, printing 
1111<lcr the patronage of the Auxiliary Bible Society, and the' 
I liEdec, (second edition), Trlinga, Seek, Burman, Sungskrit. 
:second eclition), anti Chinese. The editions of the Old Tes­
!amcnt arc five : The Suncskrit, Bengalee, (second e<lition), 
Ori,sa, l\fahrntta, and llindce. Among the English works 
rnspended till we get types from you are: The Sungskrit 
G n,mmar, (srcond edition,) Brother Ward's Work on the l\lan­
nrrs of the 11 indoos, (sccon<l e<lition), Confucius, (second edi~ 
tion), The Dissertation on the Chinese, (second edition), en­
larged to more than two hun<lred pages; lkngalce Diction­
ary, and a Tclinga Grammar, hoth by Broth0r Carey. The 
lo;s cannoi be less than Twel-ce Tlwusand Pounds sterling, aud 
all our labours are at once stopped. 

Yet amidst all, mercy evide11tly shines. I trembled for dear 
Brother Ward (as our Si,ters did for us both) ·lest the roof 
should have fal!enin with him, or lrst he should have eutrred 
too far, and at once extinguishd the spark of life. But we 
were all preserved, blessed be Goel. The flames touched 
nothing besides; they might have consumecl every thing. The 
presses arc preserved, and happily the matrices of all the founts 
of types were deposited in another place; had they hem burnt, 
it must haYe been yPars before they could have brt'n replaced. 
,vc can now, howel'rr, begin casting types to-morrow, if we 
can find money; country paper can be substituted for English, 
and thus Lwo or three months will pnt the Vl'r,ions of the 
Scriptures in motion again. llut for Engli~h we shall be dis, 
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tressc1l till you can send us a supply; \\'e !,nc.,w n<.,t rvrn l10\'r 

to sen1I yon It circular lcttl'r. I ain writi,1g this at Calcutta, 
t'> go by the packl't this cv1"11ing, whithci 1 am come to inform 
Brothrr Carey, and Llirr,,forc cannot tell you what types, nor 
liow many. 'J'lwy mmt, howevcrf he all tbc siz<'s from the 
ll'Xt of Cunfucius to till' Minion in tl1c circular lcttPr; also 
Italian, and every printin,:,; utcn;il accompanying. Perharg 
1,omc friend in London in th(' printing line can tell what goc-s 
to compktc a printing of/ice with English types. You must :dso 
scnrl a fotrnt of Greek and 1-kbr~w. I am clistre3s€:d to think 
\\'here you will find money, but send if you incur a debt; the 
i;ill'er and the gold are thr Lord's. The christian sympathy of 
our frirncls almost ovl'rwln:lnu me. The Rev. Mr. Browne was 
confined by illness, but Mr. llirJ, his son-in-law, exerted 
hitmclf for us in tbe most strenuous manner. I fear it atfects 
]\) r. llrownc's mind even more than mine own; he srnt off an 
e~pn~ss at midniglit to Hctpiaint Mr. Harrington, who is clc,cply 
alfreted, He\'. i\Ir. Thomason wrpt like a child to-clay on 
hearing of it. lle begs u~ to nrnke out a minute statement of 
our loss, and says he will use all his interc,t on our behalf; 
we shall write again to-morrow. I feel a~surcd that the Lord 
will 1.Jring so much goo,I out of it, that Satan will repent 'it 
cn•r was done. How it arose we know not. Brother Ward 
and others think it mu,t have bcrn done 1:iy design, and that 
some idolater a_mon[( our scrrnnts, turning pule with en"_v at 
1l1c sight of the Bil,le printing in so many languagl',, contriYCd 
this mode.ofbtopping thP work. Thi~, however, is mere con­
jecture. Be strong in the Loni. my dear Brother, he wiJI 
111.:ver forsake the work of his own hands. • 

I am, ever your's, 
J. MARSHMAN. 

P.S. One thing will make us go to work the sooner: the 
b•ys uf a building·, larg<'r than the printing office, which we 
had let for years as a warehouse, were gi\'Cll up to us op Sa­
tm·d,Ly last. Thus we have a place to resume our labour~, 
the moment types arc cast. 

At the, G F.NEttA L 13.\ P'l'IST Co:,; FEil~NCE, Longhborough, 
St>ptell\b(•r :.!9, IS lZ, among other cases, the following was 
prt>srnted from the G. B. church at Derby, 

1n conscq urnce of the melancholy destruction of the Baptist 
l\fosiouary Printing, House at Serampure, aucl of its ,aluable 

D 
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c011t<'nls, it is needful th,1t gr<'at <'Xl'rtions '1<' ma,le hy the 
fril·n,Is 0f Religion to rqiair so grrat a loss. We thl'r('l"ore 
resp<'ctfully suggest the propriety of Conft•rcnrc mrncstly 11·• 
commc11di11g ancl bcscecl1i11g the G. l3. churches to come forward 
as sp<'cd1ly as possible with collections for that purposr. 

Aft<'r this case had b<'1'n considNl'd, the followinrr rrsol11-
tions were adopted without unc dissr:'ntincr rnicc.-::;fhat the 
Conference rccommcnclecl the G.-B. church;s to make cullcc• 
tions to assist in repairing; the melancholy loss at Scram pore:; 
and that the minister of the church, which sent the case·, he 
d<'sired to write a letter to the G. Il. Repository, containing 
some reasons in support of such r~commendation. 

To THE l\lEMilERs oF ·rui:: G. H. CnuncnEs OF THE 
NEW CONNECTION. 

CnRISTI,\ N FnrEN os, 
Conformably to the above resolution, I wioh to sul)mit to 

your candid attention, a frw thoughts on the propriety anJ 
nec~ssity of your rnising collections towards eh-fraying the luss 
occasioned by the. fire at Serampore. 

Among the considerations that naturally sugge>st thC'msel·tes 
to the mind when reflecting on that mysterious cv .. nt, pnhaps 
the following may be deemed worthy of peculiar rcgarcl.­
Thc awful state of Hindoostan aml the different Asiatic na• 
tions, and the incalculable beneficial ten<lency of the lluptist 
Mission.- . 

The British Dominions in lndin, arc compu~cl to contain 
seventy millions of i11habita11ts; 111id all Asia five hundred 
millions: of which almost the whole aic b•inigLtcd pagans, or 
mahome<lans nC'arly as clrcply invuh·c<l a:; th<"y in spiritual 
darkne~s. This darkness is l'Xtrcme. In llindoostan its 
shockina effects arc manifest in various ways.-Chilclren ·arc 
huna o~ trees in baskets and devoured hy birds of prey.­
Fem";Je infants in some provinces are destroyed by starvin~.-
1\kn and women devote thcmseh-es to death by drowning in 
placrs reputed holy, or by falling undt•r the wheels of the 
enormous machine which carries the idol Ja!!'.gcrnaut.- In 
some places, wirlows arc burn<'d, in others buried alive, with 
their dcceasl'd hu,bands.-Ten thousand annually arc calcu­
late<l to peri,h thus in the northern provinces of Hindoostan 
alone. Persons supposed to be dying, arc immersed in the 
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riwr; wntcr i; copiously poured inlo their mouth~; and ihey, 
~,•lclom survive many hours.-To ~11ch lengths or atrocity ancf 
infatuation do the unln1ppy inhabitants of Hindoostan pro­
ceed, that, if a father has cir.voted himself to death by clrown­
i11g, and afterwards attrmpts to escape by Sll'imming back to 
land, it i, not uncommon to sec his sons push him into the~ 
water again.-Some of the self-devoted victims un<lcr the whrcls 
of Jagg:nnaut's c'ar, take a'\!ioporiferous draught a fow hour, 
Lcforl'hanc.l, and lie doivn in the track of the machine, hoping 
to meet c.ll'ath aslr<'p.-BPsides these horrid cu~toms, other 
ceremonies that often end in death abound.-ln acl<lition to 
the multitudes thus destroyed, tens of thoui;ands, not to say 
hunclr<!ds of thousands, annually perish in different ways, in 
conscc1uence nf their pilgrimuge~ to the shrine of the dreadful 
Juggernaut; of whose worship as of l\loloch's of old, blood 
and Just arc 1mid to form the prominent fcatures.-Besi<les 
tbosc miserable victims that arc crushed bcaeath his bloody 
car, such multitudrs perish in other ways, that Dr. Buchanan 
affirms, that, when at· fifty miles distance, he knew that he 
was approaching Jaggernaut, by tbe quantity of human bones, 
which, for some days, he ha:1 seen strewed by the ,my. .Anc.1 
Dr. Careyntentions, that. twelve hundred thousand pcr,on~ 
a.re computed to visit annually tl,at obscene ancl Llootly temple; 
that, if of these but one in trn perish, the numbl'r thus de­
stroyed every year amounts to one hundred .and twenty thou­
sand; bu& :some suppose, not more than one in ten return to 
~heir !101tle. _Ah,, u11happy victimst.f infernal po,, er! if sucn. 
IS their state Ill tins world, ,1hat must it be in !bat which is tl>· 

come !-ff c,·er thl!_ conq ut·slti of !;a1a11 \\'l'i'C any 11 lie re c om. 
pkLe, 1-lrndoustan 1s a ~re ne uf his perfrct triumph. Thl'rC 
li.c aspires to a c.lrcadfui pre-cmi 11<:ncc- b0tli .uul ancl body 
icll'C his prey. 

\\'hen tl,c attention turns frnm thc~c hcart-ren<lin" views to 
)lie. uno,tentatious missionary SC'tticmcnt at Sn,1rnpo1:e, \rl' s~c 
111 It a ,tar beginning tu cast it:; ·rn.ys tlu ough tlic hori id 
gloom :-A morning star.-'flil' h:irbii;gt·r ol a day t!,at ,,·ill 
111,pcr~e tlw Ull'ful shades of paa:rn ninht. Dut ah I Chri~t1-

a111ty mourns that star bcc.lim111c7t, tbu~gh, we n:1st, 1;ot ext-i11• 
gu 1.::;h(1 1..I. 

'J'l,l' J\lissio11 conducted at t-namporc prl'sl'nts to the pious 
ol>~1;r\'cr a must ph:HSlllJ spt·ct..1ck. lt h2.~ procecJcJ aloncr ~ 

l) ~ ~ 
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~il<'nt, but ~UCC<',~ful cours<'; has been eminently attcnclcd by a 
divine blc,si ng, ancl accomplishccl much more than others of far 
prouder names and greater powt'rs. I~ missionury stulions 
now amount to five; its mi~sionaries to thirty; of whom 
t11el"e ate natiYe preachers. Yrs, Nt\TIVE Pllf.ACHF.ns ! 
bl·nightcd pngan~ 11s tht'.Y \\'rrc, they are now hrrn lds of the 
c.-erlasling gospcl.-Thc Printing House attached to this inte­
resting l\1ission, and latcl.,· 1lrstroyed by firt•, \\'<LS of the first 
i111port:wcc to the gr<'at cause of crnngeliiini:i; lndia,-IL was 
h building of considerable extent, furn1sl1C'<l with the requisites 
for concluc1ing the printing of the Scriptmcs on a grand scalt'. 
It i~ slated tlrnt Dr. Carey has to superintend the printing and 
11uhlishing or the Scriptures ia twenty-four dilfrrcnt lnnguages, 
At the time of the fire, editions of the Old or New Testament, 
in .fuu, tern languages, wrrc in the press.--Some of lhe!;e wrrc 
M'Cu11d editions. Part l\·crc printing at the expcnec of the So­
ciety, and part under the patronage of the Calcutt11 Auxiliary 
Bible SociNy.-Whrn these and other circumstances relating· 
to the mission are cousiclcrrd, in connection wi1h the awful· 
state of India, surely it is not too much to assrrt, that tho 
extinction of the suu from the firmament would not have 11, 

more lialcful influence on the natural world, that\ the ani1ihi­
lation of the l\lissionary Printing House would -have in Hin-· 
doostan on the religious, But, christian friends, that Printit1g· 
Office has perished in the flames. Can you be backward ill" 
off,·ring your aid towards the n,building of it;· . 

As another motivr for buwvoknt <·xert on, let 11 be con-· 
~idcrrcl, that immortal rnuls arc at s1akl•,-Such is tile wonh 
ot' or,•·. that it \\"l'l'<' better that all the inhabitant~ of 1l:c l'arlh 
<i,:ic.l,l l'\1:;.:;~t ib1·ir propnty and ,1·,·1·p thcir L1·t·s a11ay i11 
<ll<li'.!•. 1,n· ,;n] griL"f, than 1ha1 one should be lo~t, 1diich might 
Ly 1iil' di1ine blvssing on human dforts b_c ~:in:d, 1311t it is 
n.ost certain. that, if tile Stramrorc l'rin1111g Office be n<>t 
n·-c~tal,lishcd, many must be lost, through ignorancl' of the 
Scriptures, that might be illu_minatcd by_ tli_:1t ill'a~cnly book. 
~hould thrre be only delay m accompl1sh111g so important a 
purpose, that Jc·by wo1:lcl 1,ror:1bly. bt, fatal_to some, perha~s 

10 111,iny.-Whilc dc5tit11tc of th_e B1Llc, lhc1r day of grace !s • 
dl'parting, and tbl'y arc liast<·nmg to Ilic tnbu11al of th,l'!l' 
l'ternal Judge. J. B1_Llc contams immortal treasurl's.-1 o 
\Jc·ings hun') ing to eternity, the ii_vu of <'- ll1blc may Ul' a 
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grcalc:r bcnaraclor than tlie giver of a wQr]d ; but the oppnr­
t1111ity for bc·stowing so invaluable a blessing is rapidly dc-
cli11i11g ancl onc:e gone is gone for ever. . 

It is a considl'ration worthy of some regard, that, m pre• 
scnti11g our offerings on this occn~ion, \\'e shall assist ilAPTis-rs. 

Jn this case, tbe men to whom you, christian frienrls, arc m• 
,itl'd to entrnst your property, to lay it out for God, arc men 
,t ho 110t mC'rdy, like you and many others, love the Lord 
Jcsu, Christ; but who, like you, valne 111s ordinances; and 
who, like you, reject the vain inventions of man. 

Pl'rmil me to urge another motive.-By contributions to­
wards repairing the loss at Serampore, you may impart real 
comfort to some of 'the most dl'serving of mankind. llo_w 
JH>ignant must be the di;,trC'ss which our baptist brethren 111 

fodia hiivc lately expericncei.:.-The Most High bad honour• 
('d tliem as the instruments of raising- the most powerful cn­
gi1ll' tindC'r heaven for dissen1inating divine truth and for sha~­
ing the foµndations of Satan's kingdom.-Such was lhc l\l1s. 
sunary Printing House at Serampore-but alas ! rnin has 
uvcrn !Jelmed it. Yet it must be restored-or thousands prr~~h 
l'lcrnally. It must be restored;-or the scriptures remain un­
known. to milliqns.-It must be restored-or infidelity exult 
and Satan triumjih.-It must-or our Ilrethrcn still mourn its 
loss, and every chl'istian have reason to unite in their gricfa.­
Clh come forward, _then, ye friends of Jesus, ye frienrls of 
wrrtche? rnan.-Be n1_1t idhi spectators of such a contc;t be• 
twcen the powers of darkness and the Prince of light. 

This cause dt•servcs a mud1 abler advocate than I; or, 
_shoulcl I rather say, that the cause itself is such, that mrrC'ly 
-to mr11tion it is to plead il.-lt is eminently the ea.use of him 
who though he was?rich, for our sakes became poor, that we 
!hrough his poverty might be rich.-Oh, may its importance 
11nprcss the-minds of all his followers, and his lo\·e stimulate 
th(•ir hca!ts to_lend it their willing support, I remain, chris­
tian friends, 

Yours, &c. J. PtKE. 
It affords us great pleasure to learn, that, this affecting cwnt 

lias already called forth the enercries of the friend, of rclioion 
cl I • " h " " an. 1umamty._ Oil l e \'Cry clay \\hL·n the: mdancboly news 

arnved, the D•r~ctors of the London Missionary sociNy rnted 
one l1undrcd gmncas for the llaptist mis:siun; and a few unys 
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afr<•r, th~ Trnst<'<'S of the Ernngdical l\fng.1zinr. ,·oled lifty 
pounJs tor the ~an1e purpose. It is abri said. 1l1al Iii<• Britisli 
and Foreign Bible ~ocil'ly have, with tl,l'ir 1:,1:,tl 11oblc liber­
ality, ordncd two thousand re;1m~ of papl·r lo be immediate­
ly sent, al their l'Xpcncc, to replace that burnt nt Scram pore. 
LC't these-generous examples be duly imitated, and the designs 
of Satan will be frustrate1I, The arduous unckrt,ll,;ino will be 

d 
. ~ 

n sume with fre~h spirit, and prosecuted with en creased vi-
gour. The word of God will be prcscnt!'d in their native 
tongues, to fi.\'e hup~lred millions of our fellow creatures who 
arc now pcri~hing through lack of knowledge.; and we con­
fidently hope, that it will run and be glorified, till the know­
kclge of the Lord shall covn the earth as the ,rnters cover the 
:-;ea.. May the G. Il. churches pay a due attt'ntion to this 
important subject; and prompt!y claim their share in promot-
ing so glorious a work! _ 

QUERIES respectfully submitted to the SERIOIJ's CONSIDERA• 

TION of the CONDUCTORS of·SuNDA y SCHOOLS. 

Is not attending the public worship of God, and ~he public 
ordinances of religion the duty of every christian, which ought 
not to be neglected_ without sufficient cause? 

Is not the habit of regular attendance on public worship 
one of the great advantages to be gained by chpcfren, on a 
Sunday ? Ought not, therefore, the conducting o( the schools 
to be so arranged as to allow both teachers and scholars as 
frequent opportu11ities us possible of attending it? 

A re not those conductors of Sunday Schools in which more 
teachers than are nrccssary arc detained from public worship, 
or in which they are <l<'tained oftener than necessary, guilty of 
slighting the ordinances, ancl of neglecting plain du1y? 

Is there not, in such cases, rea~cm to frar that young teachers 
:;is well as their scholars will be in clanger of contracting a 
habit of treating lightly the mcam of grace ancl of absenting 
thcmsehl's from them for trivial reasons? 

Do nvt those who employ such children as go to schoo~ on 
wec-k <la)~, in learning to rrad, spell, &c. at u Sunday School, 
on a Lord's clay, ancl thus prevent them from attending public 
worsl1ip, at least one part of the dny, teach such children to 
make no di5tinqion bct\1·crn that clay ancl other lh,r, dPprin: 
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tlirm of !he appointrcl mrans of spiritual rdification, and accus-
10 111 .thl'l1l to the mispcnding of the ~acrcd Jay? 

\\'ould not l'vrry good purpose be amwrrccl, if ~hose chil-
11rcu who attcn<lcd week day school~ were instructed in religi­
ous subjects only, before or aftC'r the !:ours, of snvicc, and car­
ril'd to pul))ic wor5hip both mo1 ning and arternoon? 

Do not those parent~ who profess religion and frcqur-nl tl1c 
means of grace themselves, deprive thC'ir children of gr<'at ad­
vantage and cxposr them ,to great danger of forming • had h,t­
bits, by sending them to·a Sunday School where tl1<'y are dc­
tainrd from public worship, one-half if not the whole of the 
Lord's day? 

A Fnrn-sn TO Suirn:1 Y Sc11001.s. 

To tl,e GENEllAL BAPTIST Cl~p'rtc11Es. 

Mile End', October 23, 1812, 

BELOVED BRETHREN, 

Ju our last half-yearly meeting, it was unanimously resolv­
~cl. "to set apart the first day of the next year; IS 13, as a <lay 
of fasting and prayer for the reviva~ of religion in our respec• 
tive churches.'' 

We pretend not to the least authority over any of you. But 
we thought it proper, in present circumstances, to acquaint 
you with our design, and to invite you ,though at a distance to 
ro-operatP- with us in the solemn services of that clay; either on 
the clay abuvementioncd, or on some other, which may be more 
.suitable to your respective circnr1Jsta1~ces. We nclcd not in­
form you, Brethren, that devotional exercises of this kin<l, arc 
very beneficial in themselves to the individuals engaged in 
them, much encouraged in the holy Scriptures, and frequent­
ly followed with the influences of the Holy Spirit upon the 
churches of Jesus Christ. That this unspeakable blessing 
!nay be more richly obtained and enjoyed by all the churches 
Ill our Connection, ancl by all the churches of our adorable 
Uedeemcr in all parts, is the earnest prayer of your affection­
ate brothel' and willing servant, in hehalf of the half yearly 
meeting, D. TA y LUR, 
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At 17,c 1·cq11est of sct'cral rcs7irctcd .fi·icnds, and rl'it/1 a dew to 
tl1e general infonnati,m '!f the Co1111ccfio11, we i11scrt tl,c Ac·r 
lN FAYOUR o•· D1ss_ENTEHS, brouglitforu·arrl by Ms Majes­
ty's 111i11istus; n11d passed witl1011t (lpp•sifio11, in tl,c last :::ics­
sio11 of tl,c late Parlia111e11t, July '29, I 8 I 2, 

ANNO QUI~QUAGESIMO SCCUNDO, GROllOII III. REGIS. ' 

CAP. CLV . 
.An Act to repeal ccrtni11 Acts, and a111c11d oilier Acts rcl(Jti11g to 

Rtligio11s /Vorsliip and Assemblies, and Persons tcachin-g; or 
preaching tlicrcin, ('29tlt July, 181 Z.) 
\\'!IERF.AS it is expl'rlil'nt that certain Acts of ParliamC'nt, 

made in the rrign of hi, late majesty King Charles the s,~cond, 
relating to Non-conformists and Convcntidrs, and rcfmi-ng to· 
take oaths, should be repealed, and that the laws relating to 
ccrt;i.in congregations and asscm blil's fur religious worshiy, and 
pc~ons l~ad,ing, prraching, or officiatin?, therein, aud resort­
i1ig thereto, should be amended; be it therefore enacted by the 
King's most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Lords ~piritual and temporal, and Commons, 
in this present parliament asscmblerl, and by the authority of 
the same, That from and after the passing of this Act, an Act 
rif parliament made in- the session of parliament held in the 
thirteenth and fourteenth yc•ars of his late Majesty King Ct.arles 
the Srcond, intitull'd An Act fo,. p1ci•e11ting the miscltiefs 011d 
dangers flint may arise by eel-lain puso11s culled Quake-r-s, a1:d 
otl1ers, refusing to take-iawjiil oatl1s '"; and another· Act of par­
parliament, made in the sc;ventrenth year of the reign of his 
late .!\Iajfsty King Charles the Second, intituled·An Act for 
ust raining £\' on, confo1·mists ji·om inhabiting iii corporations t; 
and another Act of parliament, made. in the twenty-second 
year of the rrign of the late King Uiarles the Second, ir,tituled 
An Act to pre-vent aud suppres,f seditio1J;1J Contenticlest ;· shall 
be and the same me hereby repealed, , 

JI. And be it further enacted, That fmm and after the pass­
ing of this Act, no congregation or assembly for religious wor­
ship of protestants (at which there shall be present more than 

•• 13 & 14, Car. Il. c. J. t 17 Car, ll, c. 2, t 22 Car, II. c. 1, 
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-iwrnty .pC'l'son~ besides the immediate family and srrvan, 01 of 
the pl'rbun in whus~ house or upon whose prc111isC's suth mcl'1· 
ing, congregation, or nsstmbly, shall be had) shall h<' per· 
miltC'<I or allowed, unless and until the place of such mC'cting, 
if the same shall not have bcC'n duly certified and rrgistercd 
11nclc1· any former Act or A,cts of parliam<·nt relating to rcgis­
tl'ring places of religious worship, shall have been or shall br, 
certified l!> the bishop of the diocese, or to the archdeacon or 
the archdeaconry, or to the justices of thE- peace at the genHal 
or quarter session& of the peace for the county, ridinµ", divi­
sion, city, town, or placr, ,in which such meeting shall Le 
J1cld; and all places of 'meeting which shall be so crrtifiecl 
to the bishop's or archrh-acon's court, shall be rcturnC'd by 
~uch comt on.cc in C'ach year to the quarter sessions of the 
county, riding, division, city, town, or place; and all placC's 
of meeting which shall he so certified to the quarter sessions 

• of the pcate, shall be also returned once in eacb ymr to ihe 
bishop or archdeacon; and all such places shall be re:;istcreJ 
in the said bishop's or archdeacon's court respect ii ely, ancf 
recorded at.the said general or quarter sessions; th~ rtgistrar 
or clerk of the peace whrreof respectively is herehy f('fj ttirec.l 
to register and rec9rd the same; and the bishop or registrar or 
clerk of the peace to whom any such place of mcetir.g sh,ill be 
certified under this Act, shall give a crrtificatc thereof to such 
.person or person~ as shall rc'quest or demand the sa111l', for 
which there shall be no greater fee nor reward taken than two 
shillings ancl sixpence; and every person, who shall kno\\'ingly 
pl•rmit oi• suffer any such congn•gation or assembly as aforesaid 
to 1m'ct in any place occupit·d by him, until the same ,hall 
haYe been so certified as aforesaid, shall forft·it for eYery time 
a11y such co11gregatiou or assembly shall meet contrary to the 
pro1:;ions of this Act, a sum not excce,ling t11·cnty pounds, 
nor kss than twc11ty shilling~, at the di-;cretio1! of the justices 

,who shall convict for such offC't1Ce. 
, II I. l'rm·iclccl always, and be it further enacted, That cYrry 
1 pcr,on who ~hnll teach or preach in any congrC'gatiC'n or as-

~

t·1nlily as afurrsaicl, i1rany place·, ,1·ithout the consent ol tlw 
ucrnpit!J· thrrl'of, slwll forli'it for. c,·crv such olfl'ncc am· sL1111 
1"t l':cecding tl'.irty tHHnHb, nor lrss· than f?rtY ~hilli1{;:,, ,1_t 
Le· d1,cret1u11 ol the JUsllccs "·ho shall c·unnct to:· 5Ucll ol• 
li]Cl', 
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n-. And be it further <·nactc,I, That from and nfirr thl! 
p~ssiug of this Act, l''l'l"Y lll'rson who shnll teach or prl'Rcll' 
at, or_ oliiciatc in, or shall resort to any congn:gation or r.on­
gr('gat10ns, assl'mbly or assemblie~, for rcligiou~ worship of 
}ll"<llc';tants, whose place of mC'C'ting shall be duly certified ac­
cording to the prO\·i,ions of this Act, or any other Act or 
Acts of parliament relating to the certifying and registering of• 
phlCl'S of religious worship, shall be exempt from all such 
J)ains aml rcnalties 1111dC'r any Act or Acts of parliament re­
lating to rdigious worship, as any pN.on who shall have. 
taken thc oaths, and made the dl'claration prescribed- by or­
rni::ntioncd in an Act, madc in the first yeaJ of .the reign of 
King William and QurC'n Mary, intityled An Act fur exempt~ 
i11g their 1llajesties' 71rotesta11t sulj eds, dissenting from the 
cli1l1 cl, of Engla1:d, jrom t/1c prnalties of certain· laws, or any 
Act amending the said Act, is by law exerapt, as fully and 
c·tfectually as if all such pain~ and penalties, and the several. 
Acts enforcing the same, were recited in this Act, and such. 
exemptions as aforesaid were severally anJ separately enacted 
in relation thereto. 

V. ProviJed always, and be it further enacted, That every 
person not having taken the oaths, and subscribed the decla. 
ration herein-after specified, wLo shall preach or kach at.any. 
vlacc of 1eligious wor;hip certified in pursuance nf. the direc- 1 

tious of this Act, shall, when thcn·to i-cquire<l by any one 
ju~ticc of the peace, by any writing under his hand or signed 
by him, take and make and subscribe, in the prcsence of such 
j astice of the peace, the oath, anti declaration spocificcl an<l con• 
tamed in an Act, passed in. the nitwtcenth yc-ar of the r<'ign of his 
l\bjesty King Geurge the Thi bi, intitule<l .A11 Act.f..'ur tlie /ui il,er 
i-clief ef prutestant dissenting ministers u11d sc/wol111astas •: 
and 110 such person who, upon I.icing so rcquirnl to take cuch 
oaths and make such declaration :is afurl'saicl, shall refuse to 
tu attcnil the justiLe requi1ing th<' same, or to takl! an<l make 
:1i1d subscriLc such oaths an<l declaration a~ afore~aid, shall be 
thereafter permitted or allowed to tl'ach or prr,1d1 in any sudi 
co11gregati_CJn or assembly for religious worship, until he slHtll 
lia\'c take:n such oaihs, and nrnclc sue!, d-l·cl;1ratiu11 as afore· 
~aid, on pain uf foi-/'l'iting, fu1' c,e1y timr; he sltall so tcacli ,,r 

" 19 Gco. 111, c, 41. 
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1
,i·<':icli,any s111n not l'XC<'C'ding fl'n p•,u;1cls no:· I,•,; than ten ,!,ii­

liu~s, at the d1scn·tion of tlic ju~llcr co1,, 1ct ing for such c"••ncC'. 
VI. PrO\·idc,l ah\·ays, a1Jcl be it furtl,r·r l'nacted, Tt,;,t n•, 

person shall be rl'quired by any ju;tice of the prac-,· to go t,., 
any grcnl<'r di,tancc than live miles from his own lvrnw, 01· 
(rum rhc place where he shall be residing at the time of such 
requisition, f•ir thl' purpose of taking Sll('n o;ilh, as afon·sa1cl, 

VII. Auel be it further enacted, That it ,h,111 be lawful fc>r 
any of his Majc,ty's protestant subjects lu appf'ar bcf,m: a11y 
one justice of th•1 peace, and to produce to ,uch Justice ot 
the peace a printed or written copy of the said oath, and dC't!a­
ration, and to require such justice to admini-!iter such oalhs 
an,l to tender such declaration to be made, taken, and sul,­
scribed by such prrsons; and thereupon it ~hall be lawful f,ir 
surh justicC', and he is hereby authorized and required to 
administer such oaths and to tender such declaration to the 
pe•·son rrquiring to take and make and subscribe the same: 
.and such persons sh~ll take and make and subscribe suc!1 oaths 
a11d dPclaration in the presence of such' justice accer<lingly; 
and such justice shall atte,;t the same to be sworn bc·L,rc hiin, 
and shall tran_smit or deliver the same to the clerk of the 
Face for the county, riding,_ division, city, town, or place 
for which h" shall act as such justice of tlic peace, bd!1rc or 
at the next general or quarter SC'ssions of the p<'ace for such 
county, ritlin~, dil'i;ion, city, to\\'n, or place. 

VUI. And he it further enacte<l, That c,Try justice of the 
vencc brfore whom any person shall make ,:n<l take and sub­
sc1ibe such oaths and declaration as afurerni, 1

• shall forthwith 
give to the person ha\'ing taken, madr, and subscribed such 
oaths and· dl'clarntio1i', a certificate Lherrof under the hand of 
such justict• in the form followi11g: (that is to say), 

• f, A. B. one of. his l\lajcsty's justices of the peace for the 
cnunty, [riding, division, city, or town, or place, as the case 
ma~• It] of do hereby certify, That 
C. ·D. of, &c. [describing the christian_ and surname, a11d place 
of q!Jode of tl1e pal'l,Y] did this day app!'ar before m<', and did 
makr and tal,;r, a!ld subscribe the several oaths. and declaration 
sprcificd in an Act, made in tbe ifty-sccond year of the· rl'ip,n 
nf King George the Third, intitulc:d (setfurtk the title uf r/Ji.s 
Act.) Witnes~ my baud 11,js day of 

, one thousand .eight hundred and • And for the 
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makin;', and :,igning of which certificate, where the said oaths 
;rnd 1il't·laratio11 arc taken and made 011 the requisition of tl1c 
!'arty tnking and making the sanw, such ju,ticc shall he 1·11• 

titk,l to d,·mand and han• a f<-e of l\\'O shillings and si:-.p1•ncr, 
,rnrl'no n1c1n·: and such certificate shall he conclusive cvic.lenre 
that the pa rly nanwd thci·ein has madl' mu! taken the oaths anti 
suh,cril)l'd till' clcclnrnt:v11 in manner required hy this Act. 

IX. And be it funher enacted, That Pvery person who shall 
t1·ach or pr<·ach, in any such congrl'gation or asscmhly, or con­
gregratinns or ass,':11blics as aforcsaid, who shall employ him­
~elf solely in the dmies of a tcachrr or prcach,'r, and not fol­
low or <'ngagc in any trnde or business, or other profession, 
-0cctq1ation or employment, for his livelihood, excPpt that of 
a ~ch,iolmastcr, and who shall produce a certificate uf some 
justice of the peacr, of his having taken and made and sub­
scri bcd the oaths and declaration aforesaid, shall he exempt 
from the ciYil services and offices specified in the said rccitt-d 
Act passed in the lir~t year of king 1-Villirtm and queen 1)1ary, 
t1nd frL•lll being ballotted to snvc and from sc-n·ing in the nJi­
litia or local militia of any county, town, parish, or place in 
,my part of the united kingdom. 

X. And be it further c-i1ac1ed, That e,·cry person who shall 
procincl' any f,tlsc .or untrue certificate or papn, as ancl for a 
trur ccrtilicate of his luwing made and taken the oaths a1ul 
sab,cril;cd tl,e rlcclara1io11, hy this Act required for the pur­
pose of claiming any l'Xemption from civil or military duties 
as aforesaid, undcr 1hr prm·isions ,,f this or any otln·r Act or 
.Acts of parli,t1.,.:ut, shall forfrit fLlr cYcry sucli offe11ce the si.1111 
of fifty pounds; \\'hich pen.1lty may be:: rccowrc-cl by and to 
the u,e of any person who "·ill sue for the same by any action 
of debt, bill, plaint, or informati,m, in any of his Majt•sty's 
courts of record at 1Vestminster, or the courts of great sessiom 
in /Vales, or the courts of the counties palatine of ChcJter, 
Lancaster, and Durliam (as the case shall rcqllire); whl'rein 
no cssoign, priYilcgc, protection, or ll'agcr of law, or more 
than one imparlance dial! be alloll'e<l. 

XI. And be it further e-nactccl, That no mc(•tinp;, as~embly, 
or congregation of persons for re:ligious worship, shall be ha<l 
in any place with the dour locked, bolted, or barrel(, or othr_r.· 
wise· fastened, so as tu prevent any persons l'ntl'rmg thcrc111 
during the time of r91y ~uch meeting, assembly, or congrega· 
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twn; and the 'person teaching or prracliing at suc'h meeting, 
nssembly, or c\m&regnlion, shall forfeit for evl'ry time any 
such meeting, i\s~cmbly, or congrc_,ation, shall be held with 
the door lockl'd, bolted, barred or otherwise fastenrd a~ aforc­
~nid, any sum not cxc<'cdin·g twenty round,, nor less than for­
ty shilli11gs, at the discr<.:tion of the justices convicting for such 
offence. 

XII. Ami be it further enacted, That if any per;on or 
pC'rsons, at any time, after_ . the passing of this act, do 
and shall wilfully and mahc1ously or contemptuously dis­
quiet or disturb a11y meeting, assembly, or congrC'gation of 
per,qns assembicd for religious worship, permitted or au­
thorized by this act, or any former act or acts of parliament, 
or 5hall in any way disturb, molest, or· misuse any preacher, 
teacher, or person officiating at such meeting, assembly, or 
congr<'gation, or any P?rso~1 or persons there assembled, such 
pc-rson or persons so oflendmg, upon proof_ thC'reo_f before any 
justice of the ~eace ·by two or more crc:d~l.ile w1t_nes5cs, ~hall 
lind two sureties to be bound by rccogmzan::es in the penal 
sum of fifty pounds to answer for such offence, and in default 

-of such sureties shall bl, committed to prison, there to remain 
till the next general or quarter sessions; and upon conviction 
of the said offonce at th<' ,aid general or quarter sessions, shall 
suffer the pain a.nd penalty of forty poun<ls. 

Xlll. Proyided olwa)s, and be it furthC'r enartcrl, That 
nNhiug in this act contained shall afll'Ct or be construed to 
:iffl'Ct the celC'bration of <li,·in~ ,ervicc according to the rites 
and cere111onies of the uuittd church of England an<l !,eland 
by ministers of the sai<l church, in any place hitherto uwd fo; 
such purpose, or being now or hereafter duly consecrated or 
licensed by any archbishop or bishop or other person lawful­
Jy authorised to consecrate or licence the ,ame, or to affect 
the jurisdiction uf the archbishops or bishops or other persons 
exei·cising lawful authority in the church of the United Kin<>­
dom over the said church, according to the rules and discipli~e 
of the samc, and to the Laws and Statutes of the Healm; but 
such jurisdiction shall remain and continue as if this act had 
not passed. 

XIV. Provided also, :rnd be it forthcr rnnctccl, That no. 
thing in this act contained shall C'Xtcncl or be construed to cx­
tcncl Lo the people usually calle,I fluakers1 nor to nnv mcetin!!S 

E • -
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or asscmblic, for rcligi.ius worship lield or conyc11ed by such 
11crsons ; or in any manner to alt\•r or rqJC:tl or alli.'l't any 
.art, other than and exccpt_thc a_cts passed in the reign of king 
Charles the seco1id, herem-bclure repealed, relating to tho 
people called Q11akers, or relating to any assemLlies or mccl­
fogs for religious worship held by them, 

XV. And be it further enacted, That every person guilty 
of any offence, for which any pecuniary penalty or forfeituru 
is impmed by this act, in respect of which no special provisi­
on is made, shall and may be convicted thc•reof by information 
upon the oath of any one or more credible wilne~s or witnesses 
before any two or more justices pf the peace acting in and fur 
the county, riding, city, or place, wherein such offence shall 
be committed ; and that all and e,·ery the pecuniary pcnaltie~ 
or forfeitures which shall be incurred or become payable for 
.any otfcncc or off('nces against this act, shall and may Le le­
Yied by distress, under the hand and ~eal or hands and seals of 
t,Yo justic(•s of the peace for the county, riding, city, or place, 
jn which any such offence or offences was or were commit.eel, 
ur where tlie forfeiture or forfl,itures was or were incurred, 
and shall "·hen leYied be paid one moiety to-the informer, and 
the other mnicty to the poor of the parish in wji-i-ct1·thp o.ffcnca 
~-as committed; and in case of no sufficient distress whereby 
to levy the penalties, or any or either of them imposed by this 
act, it shall and may be lawful for any such justices respC'c • 
tivcly bc:·orc whom the offender or offenders shal'I_ be convict• 
eel, to commit such offender to prision for such time 1113t ex­
ccccling tl1.•·cc months, 3.li the said justices i_n their discretion 
~hall think lit. 

X\"I. An<l be it further l.'nacted, That in case any person 
or persons who shall ~ereafter be convi~ted ~f any of the of­
frnces punishable by this act, shall conceive !um, her or them­
selves to he aggrieved by such conviction, then and in every 
such case it £hall and may be lawful for such person or per0 

sons respectively, and he, she, or they shall or may appeal to 
the crenc~al or quarter sessions of the peace holden next after 
such

0 
com-iction in and for the county, riding, city, or plac'-', 

,,-ivin(T unto the jmticcs before whom such conviction shall be 
~1ade~ notice in writing within eight clays aft<'r any such con­
viction, of his, hl'r, or 1hcir intention to prefer such appeal; 
:1nd the saitl justice. in thrir said general, or qua1tcr sessions 
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~hnll and may, and lh!'y ;m, h1:n·by authorized ancl rmpower­
rd to pr0cced to thr hcarin~ ;ifid detcrminntion of the rnallPr 
of such appeal, and lo make ~nch order thrrcin, and to award 
911 eli costs to be paid by anrl to either party, not exceeding 
forty shillings, as tlH'y in thrir discretion shall tl1ink fit. 

XVII. And be it fnrth<'r enacted, That no pc·nalty or for• 
fr·iturc ~hall be n·covP.ral,le under tliis act, unless the same 
shall be sued for, or the offence in rrsp£ct of which the same 
is imposed· is prosecuted bcf,,rc the justice; of the peace or 
quarter sessions, within six months after the offence shall 
have been committed; all(! no person who shall suffer any im­
prisonment for non-payment of any penalty s~al I thcreaftl:r 
t.,e liable 10 the vayment of such penalty or forfcllure. 

XVIII. And be it further enacted, That if any action or 
suit sh,lll be brol1ght or couimenccd against any person oi; 
persons for any Lhing done in pur,uance of this act, tbat every 
such action or suit shall be commenced within three months 
next after the fact committed. and nut afterwards, and shall 
be laid and brought in the county whf!rein the cause or alledg­
cd cause of action shall ha..-e acruecl, and not elsewhere; and 
the defendant or defendants in such action or suit may pleacl 
the general issue, and give this ac.t and the special matter in 
evidence on any trial to be had thereupon, an,I that the same 
was done in pursuance and by authority of this act; and if 
it shall appear. so to be done, or if any such action or suit 
shall be brought after the time so limited for bringing the same, 
or shall be brought in any othrr county, city, or place, that 
then and in such ca~e the jury ~hall find for,uch d(:fl'ndant or 
defcnd,mts; and upon such vcrdiet, or if the plaintiff or plain­
tiffs shall become nonsuitcd, or discontinue his, bcr, or their 
11ction or ac1ions, or ifa ,erdict shall pass against the plaintiff 
or plaintitt:,, or if npon dcmurrcr jucigmcnt shall l><.: giHn 
against the plaintiff or plaintiffs, the dl'!i:ndant or defrndants 
sball hawi and may recover treble costs, and have the like rL·­
nwdy for the same, as any defendant or defendants bath or 
have for costs of suit in othPr casrs by law, 

XIX. And be it turtlwr enacted, That this act shll be 
<l<'cmcd a11J taken to he a public act, and shall be judicially 
takl'n notice of as such hy all judges, justii;cs, and other~ 
witlu.1.ut ~pccially pleading the same, ' 

E 2 
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<JATIIS and DTiCLARATJON nquirtd by the Act of 5'2d. 
Gw. Ill. rnp. 5. (tl,e .-!et i11serted above) to be talcrn fn; 
Preachers or Teachers at or in any PlQce of l{c/iuious 1Vorsh11i 
aliou.cd by the said Act. 

0 

0ATJI OF ALLEGIANCE. 

"I, A. F. do sincerrly promise and swear, that I will be 
faithful and b<'ar true allegiance to his Majesty, Kino· Georcrc: 
So help me, Gud." 

0 0 

0,\ rn OF SUPREMACY. 

"'I, 1\. n. do s\\'ear, that I do, from my heart, abhor, drtrst, 
and abjur<', as impic,us and hrrdical, that damnablr doctrine 
and position, tliar pri11et•s excommunicated or dcprivrd bv tlic 
popt•, or any aut!writy of the sr·c of Home, may be dq~OSl'd 
01· murdered bi' tl1<'ir ~ubjt•cts, or any othrr whatsoever. And 
I do declare, that no fun·ign priuce, person, prelate, stnte, or 
potentat<', h~th or ou~ht t'.> have any jurisdiction, powt•r, SU• 

periority, pre-rminencr, or authority, rcclesiastical or spi• 
ritual, within this realm: So help mt!, God." 
• DECLARATION. 

•• I, A. B. do solemnly declare, in the pres!'ncc of Al• 
mighty God, that I am a christian and a protestant, and as 
such, that I believe that the scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament, as commonly received among protestant churelws, 
do contain the revealed will of God, and that I do receive 
the same as the rule of my doctrine and practice." 

,An ACCOUNT of tlie RISE and PROGRFSS ef tlie G. a. 
Cuuncn at Irswrcn, in SvrroLK. 

(Ju a Leiter to the EDITOll ef the G. B •. n.) 

DE11n.Srn, 

As the G. B. church at Ipswich stands a canclidate for ad-: 
mission into the New Cunncc1ion, and as few of the chi1rchrs 
are acquainted with its circumstances, perhaps t_h_c follow!ng 
particulars may ~ ac_crp~able to your_ readers, .Ji you think 
them worthy of msertwn Ill your Repository. 

Se,·cral years ago, I an,! my wifr, who had both ~r<'n_ for 
some time members of tlie G. B. r:hurrh a~ Deni, 111 K,·nt, 
rcnrn,rd to Jps,1ich. On settling in tliis l<l\111, 11c en11uirul 
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for n G. B. church; but soon found there was n,;ne nearC'r 
than Norwich, a distanr,e of forty-three miles. \Ve hccarrie, 
)1owC'n:r, acr1uainte<l with a few Methodists, who then ha,i 
1ll'ilher meeting-house nor prcarhing in Ipswich. With thc,c 
J unitrd: and we licensed the house in which I lived, for 
prl'aching. Soon after, I was. rcquc5te<l to go int0 the neigh­
bolll'ing villages, to preach the gospel; and with much re­
luctance I complied. It pleased the Lord to bless my poor 
t•11cll'av'o11rs, and several were awakcnecl. I continued to preach 
among the Methodists, for more than four years; when some 
of those among 'whom I laboured, being convinced of the 
scripturality of believers' baptism, were baptizcd by a mini5tcr 
of tlH' particular hapti5t persuasio11. This raised a prP,judice 
against me amongst my associates; and, as I could not consent 
to conceal my sentiments on ,the subject, we parted in an 
amicable manner. 

At this time, the Derby militia lay at Ipswich; among 
whom were several men that belonged to the G. B. churchts in 
the midland counties. These, hearing ofmy sentiments, sought 
me out; and encouraged me to procure a place for public 
worship. We accordingly hired and licensed a room in a house 
occupied by the shoe-makers of the regiment; and I first 
preached in it,,. J nne 18, 1809,, In the morning, ,ve had only 
eight hearers; and not above twelve, in the evening. 'But our 
·hearers increased rapidly, and the room was soon crouded. In 
a short time, we had seven oandidates fur baptism. I re­
quested the minister of the G. B. church at Norwich to come 
over to baptize the candidates, and form us into a church 
state. This took place, Aug. 13, 1S09, The church con­
,'6isted of Len mernbeFs, ,vho immediately chose me for their 
minister,_ Here we went on our way rejoicing, ,and the Lord 
added many to the church. When the regiment left Ipswich, 
we were obliged to give up our room; but as another rrgimellt 
soon arrived and took the same hou,e, \\'e hired a room of 
them, thougb not so convcni<'nt as the other. This, hO\H'\'l'r, 

we dtd not occupy long, a;; these soldiers abo soon left the 
place, 

Thus we were pi nngcd in great difficulties; but the Lord 
soon provided for us. A little time previous, a large house 
had been burnt clown, and then lay in ruins, The owncr ,ms 
F ·vailc<l upon to rclmil<l this house for a temporary place of 
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worship; And we agreed to pay him n rent of £•25 prr annum, 
This place, which would hold 1wnrly three h11mlrrd people, 
Wt' furnislwd at our own expence with 1,11lpit, l'"'"s, &c. lo 

the amount of nearly £50, It wns liC1·11c~d, and opened, 
April 2'2, 1810 We are nil poor )ll'ople, und found the 
chan;cs C'f fitting up a heavy lrnrclrn; hut I \fent among tlm 
G, B. churches in Kent, and thouii;h personally unknown lo 
most of them, collected the greatest part of the money, In 
1hi~ place, many were added to the church, We chose h10 

neacons, l\tessrs, Wright an<l Jenuings, who will, we trnst, 
rrove bles~ings to the cause, 

\Ve found, howen'r, the rent a very great hindrance to our 
f'Xcrtions; and as we were obliged to gi\"C a year's notice, we 
determined, last Christmas, to inform the owner that we shoulll 
leave at Christm:1s next; an<l to trust to divine providence for 
our future accommodation. This we did; an<l, in a few 
day's after, a builder sent for me, and proposed to erect us a 
meeting-house on such terms as we thought ourselves happy in 
-accepting, Accordingly he erected the ,meeting-house which 
we now occupy. This was opened, as stated· in the last Re­
pository, to which I refer your rearlers, both for an account 
of the services on that occasion, and of the ordination which 
took place on the following day, (G. B. R. vol. IV. pages 
~69, 270,) 

"'e are now, blessed be God, in a comfortable state; and 
'thl' cause of tbe Redeerqer seems to prosper. The expences 
we have incurred, thoug'1 ,we used our old pews, &c. are in­
deed great; but we have paid one instalment, and place a 
cheerful confidence in that pro~idence which has leJ us thu!I 
far, to help us through the present difficulry, and to inclina 
the hearts of our fellow christians tP le1id us liberal aid .. -

Pr:iying that you, ~ir, and all_ who love God, may enjoy 
:his presence and blessmg, I rcmam, _ 

Your a~ectionatc fnen<l and brother, 
Jpiwich, Oct. 1, 1812. --~ W. JACKSON. 

GENERAL BAPTIST OCCURRENCES. 
OBITUARY, 

Aug. 2, 1812, dittl Mrs. HANNAH SMEDLEY, the wife of 
rbe Rev. W. Smedley, of Downtoii, Wilts, anci the daughtf'r 
of die Rev. D. Taylvr, of LondoD, She bad 1011g been tlie 
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!!Uhjrct of severe n111I rl'pmted indisposition. Every mean~ 
which fllfl'ction find prudt·ncc could devise were used for tl,c 
n•-('slahli,hmcnt of her hl'nlth, but without any permanent effect. 
She had a strong desire to ,·isit her friends in London, the air 
of which had b,·en found to agree with hc·r constitution. f.11r 
a long time, her husband, knowing her wcakn<"ss, and fearing 
the result, opposed her drsirc. At h·ng;th, l,owc•;cr, he con­
sented, and she set out in company with a frmalc friend from 
Salisbury. She performed the former part of her journey 
,,ith tolerable case; but wa, nearly sprnt before she reached 
town. She was affectionately receivrd by her rc:latives and 
treated with the utmost attention. The best medical advice 
was procured, and for some time hopes were entertainetl of ,t 

favourable issue; but her complaint s0011 assumed a fatat as• 
cl·ndancy. She was confi1wd to hl'r bed at her father's, an,I 
notwithstanding the most alfectionatr care, sunk under the 
weight of her affliction. Her remains were interred on the 
Saturday following, in the burying-ground, Church Lane, 
Whitechapel; and on this affecting occasion, the Rev. J Kcl I o 
addressed the mourning relatives and friends. Oa the follow­
ing Lord's day, her father impro,·ed the event, in a discourse 
from 1 Cor. xv; 57. "Thanks be to God, which giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

.Mrs, S. was baptized in 1801; and continued a respectable 
member of the G. B. church, Church Lane, Whitecbapel, 
till 1805, when she was honorably di5missed to the church at 
Downton, of which her husband was pastor. Her conduct 
there adorned her profession, and procured kcr the esteem of 
all who krww her. This was abundantly evinced by the sym­
pathetic sorrow of all her acquaintance at her death. The 
new~ appeared to excite universal regret at Downten, a11d her 
widowed husband and orphan children experienced the mo,t 
tender commiseration. Thr Rev. l\Ir. Skigh, -0f Salisbury, 
improved the event, in her husband's pulpit, from Ezek. xx1v_ 
Hi. " Son of man, l,chold I take mn1.y from tlicc the desire 
of thine eyes with a stroke." The mcetiug-house was ~xcessi\'ely 
crowded, and numbers could not gain admission. The tears 
and sighs of this numl'rons congregation bore ample testimony 
to their respect for the deceased, and their sympathy wi[h the 
disconsolate survivors. 

As her medical attendants forbad her to converse during hei. 
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Jn,t conlincmcnt, little can lw said of the ~tatc o( her 111111,J, 
Slw appeared happy, patil'nt an,1 r('signcd. Thoun;h scparall'd, 
by a dist:mcrof eighty mile's, from a huslrn11<l whom ~he ll'n• 
dcr1v lo,·cd, nncl l\\'O dear children for \\'hom she had the most 
111a1:,rnnl nrfl'ction, she did not nppcar anxious rC"spectino­
th, 111. Shr would sollH'tim•cs say," I wonder how Mr. Smedley 
n nd the children arc getting on;" but immediately <lrop1ll·d 
th,, subject. 

,1ay this wry affecting stroke b(' sanctifie<l to all conccrnrcl: 
and may hrr afflictrd partnrr and her dear infants ml'et lu·r 
a!!ain in that happy statr, where sickness and death shall be 
unkno\\'n, and where friends shall part no n:orc. 

Aug. 16, 1S12, died Mr.JoHN HosT, aged·firty-sixycar3, 
a re,;pectable member of the G. 13. church, Portsea, Hunts. 
l Ie wa:; well respected by all that knew him; and his neigh­
bours, at his interment, bore their voluntary testimony, that 
he " was a worthy man." 

The-most prominent traits in the charach·r of our ·dl'ceased 
friend Wl'rc benevolence, fidelity, and sincerity.- Nrver was 
a distressed ca,tc. of a suffering fellow creature related to him, 
but his humane feelings were moved, and he was rrady to de­
Yise and rxecute vlans for their relief, He chearfully im­
parted lo them part or what he possessed, and zealously r.-n­
<iearnured lo provoke others to assist in the goorl work. His 
fert moved unasked to collect from his frier-ids what they were 
,li,pr,sed to lend to the Lord, by giving to the poor. Indeed, 
" the blessing of them that were ready to p<'rish came upon 
him," and " he made the widow's heart sing for joy." When 
an institution was commenced to aid the cause of piety by 
instructing the rising generation--W-hen a plan was proposed 
to assist the poor arid increase their scanty comforts-When it 
was necrssary to erect, enlarge, or repair the tcmpks of the 
Lorrl,-our friend stood always prepared to lend his assistance 
and his influence. Nor did he confine his liberality to those 
who were of liis own sentiments; but extended it to all who 
lml'd the Lord, and endeavoured to promote the salvation of 
~i II m·rs. 

Our deceased friend wa9 faithful in admonishing his brc• 
tl.Jr('ll, Ilc c:--ccuted the various trusts which were reposed 
in him with fidelity and exactness, Ilis sincere attachment 
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10 the came of tlsc fledccmcr was ~hewn by I.is reriuhr and 
punctual attenJanre on public worship and church_ mtl'lin~s; 
and indeed on all occas1nns when the cause of ri l1girrn or liu-
111 anity n·quircd his presence, Ile was rrarly t•J forgiv<", and 
fonrnrd to seek reconciliation, when any mi,undersland1ng 
had happencJ with any of his brethren. In sbort by thl' ;,s­
~istance of 1livi11e grace he wa, enabled to adorn his profes­
sion by a life and conversation eminently honourable and use• 
ful. 

Hi3 death was sudden. He received a ~light accidental 
wound, which issued in a rapid mortirication. He was in 
his usual state of hralth, and laid in the silent grave in the 
compass of one short week. He was happy and compos<·rl _in 
the prospect of deatb; and almost his last words wrre " Chn,t 
is precious.'' 

June 27, 1812 died, highly esteemed by all her acquai11t­
ances, Mrs. DlNAH BARUY, of Fratton near Portsra, aged 
forty ·eight yrars, This amiable lady was in early Ii fc in­
fluenced by di;vinc truth, ancl from about twenty years of age 
was decidcdlv the Lord's, She joined a societv of christians 
in the village~ where she resided, who were then in low cir­
cumstances ai;1d greatly persecute<l. As her formn 3.5SOciates 
moved in a higher sphere, they grieved that she shoulJ f11r­
sake the. pleasures c,f the gay world, and unite bP.rself with 
so despised a sect. But her choice' was unalterable; and, 
·alter having faithfully warned them both by conversation and 

.1ctters to flee from the wrath to comr, she -finally rcnonr.ced 
their company, 

For many years, she and 1ll'r drar partnn, did not rrgard 
hfant sprinkling as an ordinance of Chri,t; and t hcrrfurc Sl'• 

l'l·ral of their children were nm·er chri,trned. Dut thouc;n 
convincrd of the di\'ine authority of brlicvers' baptism, ::-l't 
for some time, thry 11rglcctc<l it. She afterwards infnrnH'd 
tlte '.l'riter nf 1hrsc hmts, that the canses ofthl'ir omission wrn·; 
tir!;t, bt"cati,;e they thought baptism not to be ess,,n1iul to ~d­
rntion; ;u1d s~con<lly, because thry imagined, 1hat, it' th<'y 

, Wl'l'C liap~izl'd with the !Inly Ghost, the b,iptism of watl'r 
' 11·as 11ot of much import,lllc:t'. Tlll'se cxcUSl'S seem to sati,fy 
1 111,i11y 01· thl' sncivty 1rith 1rhich they were then connrcrcJ: 

~ 1h,,u,,·h tl1c former shews a o-reat disre11anl to the authont1· nf 
V ~ n J 

Cl11 i,t; and the latter is Uil'l'Ctly opposl'd to the dl'ci,ion of 
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:rn ins1,irccl npostk, Acts x. •l-7. The uatural timidity uho of 
l\J 1s. B. -causl'd her to ncglc·ct this rncred ordinance : for 
though ~he ha<l brcn frcqucn1ly tt,h·isr,l to hatlic fur her 
Ji,,ahh, yd she ncwr could be lHL'vailrcl upon to comply. At 
l,·ngth, bring coll\'illcNl that the frica<ls of Christ ought " to 
d,i \\'hatL'\cr he hath commanded," she, with hl'r parlt!er and 
li,·c others wcrc bapli;;,:cd, April '2'2, 1810. They found it one 
t•f thL· happiest days of thc-ir lives. I-Ier frars vanishrd Gr•fore 
~he went i11lo the wull'r; aud she cxpcricnccd the fulfilment of 
thc promise. " As thy days so shall thy strength be," 

l ler la,t i llncss and deal h were attended ,1· ilh circumstancc-s 
prculiarly :iftt'Cting. She accompanied a l?car rclatil'e, \\'/10 

had bC'cn kng indispo;cd, to the vicinity of London; witfi 
whom she resided for a few weeks. Within a day of the time 
,, hen her family anxiously expected her to return to gladden: 
their hearts, .l\Jr. B. received a letter informing him, lhat she 
was taken ill. He immcdiatt·ly hastened to her, and in a few 
<lays was followed by his two eldest daughtc-rs. But, 'to their 
unspeakable grief, though they arrived within a week qf her 
being first indisposed, they found their tender and much be­
loYed mother a eorp,e. Her son who is a medical gentlemarr, 
2nd an eminent physician atteu<led her; but all human skin 
was insufficient to preserve her valuable life. With sweet 
c:-imposure, she informed her son, that she thought she was 
gain~ to die: and entreated him not to be alarm~d. When 
~1ske<l by an attendant, how she foun<l herself, she replied·, 
" I am very happy; my son knows, what I mean." At ano­
thC'r time, she exclaimed:" 0 tbc mystery of the cross!' I now 
~ce the end of all that sufl'ering. • I am in ttlC' heaven of lwa­
-w·ns ! I can hardly tell w)1cther I am in the body or 011-t of the 
body! 0 the unutterable glory! thP- unuttcrnhlc glory!" On 
another occasion, speaking of the water of life, she i,ui<l with 
great cJnpha.,;1s, " 0- for that pure, that living water." Her 
disorder brought on a delirium, \\'hich, to the inexpressilile 
~rief of her alfrctiooatc panner and eight duL_iful and loYing 
childrru, terminated in dl'ath. Her rl'mains Wl'rc, conYcy('<l 
to I>ort;ea, anrl were interred in tl1e G. ll. burying ground. 
}lcr fu,wral sermon was foundl'cl on Hev. xiv. 13, " lilcs,cd 
~re tl1e dead that die in the Lord, &c." 

The anxiety and fatigue occ:asionc·cl to her nnxious partner 
by her affiiction and death, brought cm a fq·cr IJy ll'hich he 
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was rc·ilucrd so low that his dissolution was hourly expectctt. 
But God who is rich in mercy has again rl'storcd him; lest his 
already dt•cply affiictcd children should have sorrow upon sor­
row. !\lay he and they, and all who knew the dcccas<'<l, 
trraJ in her footsteps on earth, and meet her in hcasen, when,· 
" the spirits of the j t1st arc made perfect." 

CONFERENCES. 

Oct. 14, 1812, the LONDON CONFERENCE \\'.1.5 hc·ld, af 
Clmrc/1 Lane· Whitccba111:l. Messrs. D. Taylor and J. 13in113 
opened the meeting with prayer. l\Ir. D. Taylor was chosen 
chairman; and 1\Ir. E. Sexton, moderator. The account:; 
from-the churches were received; and, upon the whole, were 
encouraging. In a11sw1·r to the g~ncral question, viz. " What 
can be done more for the promoting of the ca11sc of the Rc­
•dccmer in our churches?'' it was u1ianimously resolved :-
1 I. That it be 1ecommended to each church, in this district, to 
!~et apart a day, or a part of a day, for solemn fasting ancl 
:.prayer, for_ the revival of vital rcligio11 in the churches, ·a.n<l 
,'the conversion of sinners. 2. That, as it would be desirable 
'that the churches should as far as convenient eno-ao-c in this 

acrecl work, at the same time, it be reqnestcd th~t 
0

as rnan:9" 
churches as sce·thc propriety of the measure and can make it 
onvcnient, d1,votc the first day of the next year to this pur• 

JOSc. 3 That these resolutions be published in the G. B. R; 
ncl, that Mr. D. Taylor be desired to write a short letter tv 
he churchr,, in the other branches of the Connection, tu in­
ite them to join with us in this solemnity.-In the evenina, 
Icssrs. Sc:xton and Binns delivered the double lecture: the 
rmcr from Phil. i. 12; •• The furtherance of the Gospel;" 

n<l the latter from Rom. viii. 17. "Ifcbildrcn, then heir~, 
cirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ." 
The next confe1cncr, to be at Chatl,am, on the ,ve<lnes<lay 
Easter week. Mr. J. Elfcn to preach on the Tuesdav ewn­

g; and Messrs. D. T~ylor and J. Ilobbs on the Wcu~es1av. 
case of failure, J\fr, J. Preston. ., 

,. 
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VETISES on the Death of Jlfrs. SMEDLEY; sung '!/fer her 
T1111cral Sermon, prcacl,cd by tl,c lkv. S. SLilIOH. 

DF.AR pnrtnrr, now farrwcll, 
And rc·st in yondrr tomb; 

Thl'l'r thy llcdl'rmcr once <lid <lwcll, 
And sanctified the gloom. 

Thy SaYiour's \\'atchful eyes, 
Shall guard thy slcrping clay; 

Thy SaYiour soon shall bid it rise, 
To everlasting <lay. 

Thy fpirit's now at rrst; 
And, frrcd from ev'ry care·, 

TI<'clin<'s on Jcsu'i; loYe(y breast, 
\\'ho did its burdens bear. 

The period soon will come, 
Wlien we shall mel!t again ; 

l\lcet in our heavenly Father's horn<', 
And with the Saviour reign. 

Uear Jesns, con,lescencl, 
To lu•ar thy servant's prayer; 

Let him to thy kinrl arms commend, 
The objects of his care. • 

His dearr~t children bless, 
And guard them with thine eye; 

Endue ri1em with thy early grace, 
And teach them .bow to. die. 

Ye people of my charge, 
Still love the Saviour's name; 

The duty of the cross discharge, 
And glory in its shame. 

Dear Father of mankind, 
Accept, thro' Christ thy Son; 

Th<' humage of a feeble mind, . 
Which says-" Thy will l>-one." 

w. s. 
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GENERAL BAP1'/S1' REPOSITOJU:; 

_$0. X.XVl.-tllla(. V. 

AN ACCOUNT Of THE 

• SYRIAN CHURCHES IN INDtA, 
Collected. from Dr. Buclianan' s Christian llcsea~cl,es in 4.airr. 

Whrn the l>ortuguesc navigators, having :d-ouofod the Cape o{ 
Gond Hope, and discover<'d a pa~ by sea to India, arrived. 
in 1503, Qn the coast of .Malahar, they were SUf prized to find 
11p"ardJ of a hundml Christian Churches, ~ourishing in a. 
country till then unknuwn to Europe. But, whm th<"y be• 
came acquainted with the purity and simplicity of their wor­
s11ip, they. were offended," These Churches," s~id the Portu­
gu<'sc," belong to the Pope." " Who is the Pope," said the 
natives, " we never heard of him b..:forc." The Europc1a 
prie~ts were stiU more alarmed, when they fo11nd, that these 
Hindoo Christians maintained the order an<l discipline of a rc­
tular Episcopal Church ; and that for thirteen '111.ndrcd years 
they had enjoyed a. succession of Bishops, appDinted by the 
Patriard1 of ·Antioc11. "We," said th•'Y• "arc of the true 
faith, whatever you from the wast may lie; for we come frnm 
the place where the folluwcrs of Christ were first c11.llcd. 
Christians'' 

When the Portuguese Cntholics had obtained suflicicnt 
power, they invaded these tranquil Churches, seized some of 
their rnini5ters and devoted thrm to the death of heretics. 
They seized the Indian Bishop, Mar.Joseph, and sent him. 
prisoner to Lis~o11; und teen conv~ned a syno~ at Diamper, 
onr of the Syrian Churches, at which the Rom1sh Archbishop 
presided. At this compulsory synod, onP, hundred an<l fifty 
of the native Clergy :tppc:ued. They were called upon to ab­
jure their heretical tenets and practices, or be suspcndeJ: and 
all their books on religious subjects were condcmnc<l tu b.:: 
bnrut; " in order," ~aid the Inquisitors, '' that no prctt:ndci& 

B 
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apostolical monumrnl~ may rcu1u.i11." Tlil'I cln1rches m/ ii:; 
cmut wrre ~bus cot)l.[ldkd ~o ac~no,~lcdge tl\e Pope.: bu.t tbc 
clntrclt~ in the· int<'n1'lr '\\•ottht PIOI yield trJ floTJTC • Aftc'r'' :i, 
5hew of submission, for. a t~ttle \\:hitt>,lbey proclaimed eternal 
war against Pore,-y llllfl th<- 1"11q11i~ifion. ·They.bid their book5, 
fl .. d to the mountains, and sought the protection of the native 
princes, who had alw~·s hccn proud of th.cir alliance, 
_ Two ce~_li~'11. ltad ek1p:5ed. ~vi.t~o~t 11'!\Y pe11tiic_ufar .informa­

tion rcsprctmg- lhC'Sl' Synan Christians in l\falaLar. It was 
clou~ci by. n-rany..Euro,~a.ns whcthN' tlky ex.rst'cd R-t•lt. lfthoj 
die! exist, it was thought probable that they must possess some 
intcrrsting documents of et11iffl1m antiquity. This induced 
the Revd. Cl_audius_ Bu1;ha11an, D. D. a pious and benevolent 
clergyman of tfte:·O!ilirrl\ of- England, in the st'r-vice of t'h.c 
:East India Compan:t, t6 t_enc-ci_,,e tlfe design of "isiting· rhem. 
He presented.a short_ inem~ir on tire subject in ?SOS-, to :Mar­
quis Wdlesley;·then go'l'erno-r general of India; who was plea­
sed to gi\"e orders- thnt every facil_i-ty, might fie afford'ed him in: 
the prosecution of his inqu-ii-i~'S,. In th~ autumn of 1806, he' 
begun· hi-s jmtrrrcy, He, procb~~d. an !ntrodu1:.tory lettci 
from Lieut. Cl,}. ~facau-ley; the Brrt~ld}csrdcnt at Travancore 
~ the Rajah or Prince of Travancorc, In whos_e· territories thti 
Syrian C~ris~ans resirli:-d. 'Phc Rajah. chcerfnl'ly ~reed tu 
forward his views. He·put ao e.meraM nng on Dr. B s finger; 
as a mark of hi·s frirndshi1> • and to secure him respec.t iu pas_; 
si.ng through the count;y; and dire~ted proper· p!!rfon~ to ac.; 
company Mm ns gui1lcs. • . • • 

,ve shall endcarn-ur to- lay before our readers a connected 
,;cw of the prC1"l'C'SS of'his tour in· St'lcct • extracts from his 

"' • i 
journal, uniier their proper dates. 
ll'ut. 10, :t8o6, at L'hing(inoor, a Church of tM Syrian Ckris~ 

• tifms. 
•• The face of the coui1try exhibits a varied scene of hill and 

dale and winding streams. _Th_cse streams fall from the moun·~ 
tains, aod prt'servc the vathes m pcr\irtual verdure. The ad• 
jaccnt motmtains_ arc _c~wrr_d· ,v11h forests ,~f tl'a_k _wood, the In,: 
dian oak, producing, it 1~ sard, the larg-est timber 111· the world. 

" The fi.rst view of the Cbristiau churches in this s('qncstered 
region of Hiurl.oostan, connected ,1 ich_ the idea_ of thl'ir_ tranquil 
duration for so many ages, cannot fail to cxc1 te pleasmg emo­
tions in the mind of the bt-holdcr. • The ·form of the 'olcks't 
buildings is not 1mlike some of the old parish churches in 
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•Englnn,1. • Tht>y nave sloping· roafa, pointed arch III i111lows 
-un,i b1Hltct1tJCs -saproning th-c walls. Most of the churchP~ 
~ire bt1ilt of,,& n•1.hlislr stone; "h-ith, lit the quarry is so sort 
tli11l it mny be cut with d. k•l'ifc; but ·"hen exposed for a tin11e 
Lo tlw air, ,it iJ('COTll'C's as h6rcl as a,ltuna.1,t. 

The fil'st Syrian chnrch, that I visited, wlll! at l\fo.rl'lycar; 
.but the Syrians here, being in the vicinity c:,f the Romish chris­
.tians, arc not 110 5imple in their manner, as those nearer the 
mc,u11t11i11s; They had been so little accustomed to see a friend, 
that they' could not believe that I was come with any friendly 
purpose.· They had heard of tbc English but supposed they 
belonged to the chun:b of the Pope, and ~m,pe<;:ted me of be­
ing n Rt>ruish emmissary. Suon, how~ver, the gloom and sus­
•picion subsided ... They gave me the. right hand of fellowship, 
in th<t primitive man~cr; and one of their number wa.5 deputed 
.to accompany me to the churche~ in the interior," 

" When we approached the tint Syr}an chll'Tch ofChinga­
•nour, we met one oftbc Syria11 clergy.· He was drr~secl in a. 
,vhiteloose ·vestment, with a cap of reJ silk hanging down !re­
bind. Being informed who he was, I said. to bim in the Sy­
riac language. " Peace be unto )'OU." He was surprized at 
the salutation, but immediately answered," The God of peace 
be with you." Having learnt from the Rajah'3 servant wh1> 
we were, he returned to the village to announce our approach. 
When arrived, I .was received at the door of the church hv the 
Presbyten; or-Priests, habited in like manner, whose names 
were Jcsu, Zecharias and Urias. Thllltcwere a!so present two 
Deacons, 1tnd the thrae principal tay Mers. After some con~ 
-versation,witb my attendants, they re~md nie with confidence 
and affection. The people uf tbe neighbouring vil;ages came 
round us, women as well·as men. The sight of the wome11 as­
sured me, that I -was once more, after a long ab·st:nce front 
-England, in e.·Ckristian country. For the Hindoo women and 
-the Mahomedan women, and in short all women who are not 
Christians, e.rc accounted by the men an inferior mce : and in 
general confined to the house for life, like irratioua.l creatures.. 
In every countenance, now before me, I thought I cou Id dis­
cover the intclligcnCl', of Chri,tianity ; b.ut at the .amc:- time, I 
perceived, all o.ruuml, symptoms of poverty and political dc­
prei~ion, Id.-the chutch, and in the people there was an air of 
fluli:n gre11.U1esa. : 1, 11.,id Jo, tbe 'scnioc P1-ietl(, " You appear 1-. 

B2 



nl(' like :1. rror,k tnat hut' ~crn bettl'r d1tys." U Jl is CV('II so,'; 
,aid In•, " \\'c are in 11. d,•genrr11tc ~,·,te compared with 01n· 

forcfathn;. Ahout three hundrc<l years ago, M em·my cnmc 
from th,• wcst, b,·aring the m:Lllw of Christ, hut armr<I with the 
Inquisition : ancl compdlc<l us to seek the protection of the na­
tive pri~ccs, TI~ native princes have kept us inn ~tate of dc­
prcs~ion ,·vcr since. Tl1cy indeed recognize our ancient pcr­
soaal privill'gc,, for we rank next to the nobility of the cou11-
try; bat th,·y have ('nCroijche<l by <ll'grccs on our property, 
till they ha\'C ITduccd us to the humble state in which you Sl"e 

u~. Thr glory of our church has passed away; but we hope 
your nation will n vive it.again." I obsc1"ed, that·• the glory 
of a church coul<l never tlil·, if it prcservecl the Bible." "-We 
_have pn•servcd the Bible," said h(', "The Hin<loo pnnces nen-r 
touched our lib,..rty .of conscience; but the IC'arning of the 
Bible 1s 111 a low state among us. Our copies arc few in uum­
bc•, an<l that number h coutinually <limini,hing ins lead of· in­
creasing; the writing out of a whole copy of sacred scripture 
is a gn•at labour, where there is no -profit and little piety." 
I then produced a Syr:ac New Testament. There was not one 
of them who had ever seen a printed copy before They ad­
mired it much: and evuy Priest, as it nm~ into his hands, 
bC'gan to rC'ad a portion, which he did fluently; while the wo­
rn en c.imc round to hear. I askcd the old Priest whether I 
should sc1:cl them some copies from EuropP. "They would 
be \\u1 th tbcir. weight in silver." said he. He asked ine whe­
thn the Old Te,tameali,..,as printed in Syri:ic as well i.s the 
New. I !old him iL .. ; but. I had not a copy. They profe~ 
~e,l an c11rne~t de:otn Ill obtain some copies tJf the whole Syriae 
l3iulc; arrd ask1-d 11-hl'th<-r it w.ould be praclicable to obtain 
one copy for e,·cry church. ." I must conre~s," said Zccharias, 
that we ha,·e very fi.:w copies of the Prophetical Sc1iptmes in 
till' cliurd1. Our church languishes for want of the Scrip­
turt'S," " Bur-," adclcd h(', " the .language that is most in use 
amo11g the p1•ople is the l\lalabar_, the native language of the 
Cliuntry. The Syriac is now ouly the learned langunge, an~ 
the la no ua!?;e of th1• church: but we l'Xpound the Scriptures to 
t~.c p1.:~;lc-i11 their own tongue.'' I then t'ntered on the sub• 
j•-<:t of translatmg 11,e Scriptures into the I\J_a\abar language, 
Jle said, " a vlnion might be made with crltl<'al .accuracy; 
for many of the Syri~n Clergy were perftcdy masters qi .both 
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J.an·oulig'cs.'i' I told them th11t if a vrrsion coulil be prepared 1 
,t10~1d 'ur ublc to get it printl'd, and t.o <listrihutc copies among 
t,hcir forty five churd1''3 at a 8mail price. "That indeed would 
give u11joy/' sai<I oJie of tlic lay c-l<lt•rs; and there was a m~nnu;. 
of satisfaction omong the people. " If I u11<ler:1-tand you right. 
sai<l I, " the gri•alt'st blcs$i11g the Engl i~h eh urch can bestow· 
upon y.ou i~ t\1e lliLle. " Jt is sv," ~ai<l they. 
·, ,: . ' • Rannfrl, a Syrian Churclr, NoTJ. H!, 1 BOG. 
• ·I.have now,;vi!itcd !'ight cl1'1rehes, ancl scarcely believe that 
J'atn 'in the land'of the Hin<loos: only that J now and then 
sec a Hii\cfi:>o 'temp.le on·tnc banh of the river. I observed 
iha:t the bdlsof most of the churches arc within the bnil,lingg 
arid not 1n a to11;er. • 'J'he· re11s0fl they saicJ.,- w:u this. When a. 
Hm<loo temple happt•ns to be near a d,urch, the Hindoos do 
not li.ke ,..,th~ hl'll _to. ~und loud, " besides it frightens their 
god."" , . d • • ·-~·, ' . . 

: I attended 1livine service on the Lord's rlay. Tllei'r Liturgy i3 
that ,~hi'di ·,vas' formerly used in the churches of Antioch. Dnr• 
ing p'ra:{ers tfiere werc'intcrvals-0f i;ilt'.cm:e: the Priest praying in 
a low-vo_i'te." ahd every· man J➔raying fo~ himself •. These intel'­
Tals ad~d-1tnieh fo,the··solemnity a11d appea-rance of de­
votionf']At:•1lfo!,!cohelusion of tbe scrYice, a cercmoll:)' takes. 
place, ,~hljlcH''11lea~ed me much.! The P,~icst, or Bishop if he 
fie j1res~tit{c6rnes -fonva:rtl and all·, the p•wple pass --by !1im as 
thcfgo"oLlt; '.receiving his bene-.d-ic't:>ion in<lividually. If any 
man has·bee11 g1:11lty of ·immorality, 'Ji:c does not receive the 
blessing; 'ahtf thi-s, • i11 tlwir primttive • pat'riarchal state is- ac-
c'o\ititetl a severe' punishment. : 
• 1lhe' fo'llll\liing lire the chief doctrines of this :incicnt church. 
:.,j:_ q:hey-'hold• ghe,itloct.rino of· a. vicarioU6 atun11M1!t for the 
sins of men, u,1 the blood and merits of..Cbri.6t, and of th~ j us­
t[fication of the soul be-fore ·God " by faith alone" in that 
at,:Me'mcnC ,i:k 'Jh-ey maintain the regfflcration or new birth 
oftlie'.s.1.1:ulhy.l'ighte~u_sn.-ss,: :hy,th~·•11ilueAt'C 0£ the spirir of 
Go<l, wb1ch-cbaJ1ge 1s.c.i.\Jc<l m their books," a chan"c of the 
mind.':'·, 3,.11,, J:~~riril ·to· the Tl'J11ity0 the creed of th~ Syrian 
~J1ost1~ns_. .a~_G1>,rds.~v1_th that of Athi\1tas1us, without the dam-
11atory clauses, 

• , I ) . . \ ~ ~ , I'.. • . . , , 

• . • ._:,,. : C'q,idc;11~cl, a ·syrian. qurc!r, No •. • 23, 1 soa-
T1ps IS the rc5hlcncc of l\.far-Dionysius, the mctropolilJ.ll 

B :l 
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M thi< 5yri:in chrrli. llr i, a 111nt1 l)fhi~hly rllsprtlabh!-'l'Jmi.l 
t~ctC"t in his <:hur·fh, t·111i1knt for his pi<'t}', antl for thl• atttu .. 
fJ<)~ ~(' dn•llft'~ lo h,s_ sarrrtl functio1,is. ' } found hiltl for supe• 
t-iot 1n g, 1 <'rill learnmg to nny of lus tll'I'!!\', l eul,millrd to• 

t !d~ bishop my '.' i~li('s ;n l"('ganl 10 tht• tra11·;101ion and pri1uing 
of t)1(' I ~oly _&npturcs. " J ha,·c nlrearly folly Collbidl'rl'd -•h~ 
su LJC'ct,' s.11d lw, " nnd h:nc d('terh1inrd to bllpel'inrend ,h• 
wo, k my;df, Oi~d lo C:RII the most ~earned of my dergy to my 
asHHancr. ft is a work which will illuminate tlll'sc <lark re• 
g1on~, aud God will give it his blusing !'' I was much pleasr~ 
'!'-·h,·n l hrard 1h1& p10us resolution of the venerable mun; for 
I had now asrc11ai11cd that there were upwa1ds of two /i.u1,drtd 
tl,o1Ua11d chri,stia11s in the ;outh of India, beaider. the Syriaos 
\\ho speak 1hc 1\lalabar language, ,: 

C,-anganore, nee. 9, isoo: 
Tms i~ that r.<:lebte.tcd place of chri~ti_an antifiuity where 

the apostle Thum as is said to have I-anded, whi,n, he tin! arrived 
in India from Aden in t\te.uia. The.r~ was formerly a town 
and fort at Cranganore; but both arc now in r11ins. Thca·e, 
is, ho,n",t'I', one substantial relic of its grea~ess. ,!f:herc' is, 
an arcbbi,hop pf Cranganore, and subject:to him:ai;e (orty-fiv~ 
chu,ches,• many of \\·hich I entered. Not .far fro11qbi~. Blao:~ 
is the towb of Parour, where there is an anc~cHt Syrian churc:lij 
-which bears rhe uamc of the apostle Thomas. The tradition: 
among the Syrians, is, that the apostle contin1wd at this plac~ 
for a time, before be went to preach on t-be coast ofCoromanw 
de!, \\ here he wa~ put to death. The fat_t is ·cel'tainly of.littJ~. 
cousequ("JTCe; but J am s1itisfietl that lhere i,; as good ~utho­
rity for believing that the apostle Thomas died in India,-~ that 
the -apostle Pa-er died at Rvme. 

Yera.poli, Det. l-306~ 

'tmt1 is the l'esiden~e "of lhe Pop~'s apostolic vrcat in Maia"' 
)mr. lie \s ~ man o1'1iberal manners, «ntl gavl'l m~ frl'e acte:11 
to tli'e archives of Vrr0.p01i, whil'h are upwai'd5 of .two ·c:entu~ 
,;,e~ otd. We 'hod some tfl'Hteraalii<n1 on t-he Sll\;bfact of gh•iflg 

• Th0&e churcnes are connected with_ th~ church of~ Rome and distinct 
from \be ancieii\ Romm '(;h~'il,'!ii.tts, 1t~'ftl o .. ~; 11ad pmiousi, Yi­
':lm:4. 
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the scriptures to the 11ative flomnn catholic•. I told him J should 
prnbnbly find· the m<'nns of traMlating the snipttirP, into the­
Malabar languagP, nnd wishrd ttJ know whether he had any 
objection to this mode of illuminating the ignorant minds of 
the native chri1tians. He said he had none. At our last i·ntrr­
\!'icw·, he saHI, " I have bt-cn thinking of the good gift you are 
medite.ti11g for the na1ivo christians ; but, believe me, the in• 
11uisition ,viH endeavour to counteiact your purpose& by every 
meaos in their power.'' 

I afterwards couver~ed with an intelligent native priest, who 
was well acquainted with the stale and character of the 
christians and asked him whether he thought they would be 
happy to obtain the scriptures? "Yes," he answered," thwe 
u,ho lear:e lteard qf" them.'' I asked him if he had got a inblP, 
himselff " No," he said, " l,ut he bad seen c,nc at Go.._" 

These e'.'.lttracts from this very interesting work will, \TC trust, 
be acceptable fo our readers. It must givP. pleasure to every· 
lover of the truth to learn, that there are such numbers ofpru-· 
fessing christiaus in a. country in which it was supposed the 
mime of Christ had scarcely been heard. Though it is evident, 
that the Syrian·churches in India have retained too much of 
tlie' pompous hierarchy and too many of the cl!lrruptions which· 
had disfigured christianlty in the fourth century, yet the srm­
plicity of their manners, the -purity of their doctrines, and' 
their ardent'lovtl for the sacred oracles, entitle them to a high 
degree of respect. ' 

After Dr. B. left Travancore, the bishop prosecuted ·thc­
tran~lation of the scriptures into the Malabar languageiwithout 
iiltcrmission, unt-il he had completed the Ntw Testament. The 
year 'following, Dr. U. visited 1'ravancore a second time. 
and canied the manuscript to Bombay to be printed; ll'arned 
natives frotn Travancore ,vent to superintend the press, and 
it is probab'ly, ·by this. time, in circulation. The translation 
of the Old Testament is in a state of forwardness . 
.. Wear~ sorry to subjoin to this account, that the venerable 

fosqop Mar-Dionysius is dead since Dr. B's Muro from India; 
hut 1t is hoJJed that his 11&CCtlssors will cuter into his vi1:ws il.lld 
~~tinue l;iis nntlertakiogs, 
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AN ANSWER TO T11E QUf.Sl'ION, WHY ARE:l'OU 
A l>ISSENT81l ? , 

(Concluded from the last number, page 18.) 

A'NOTl1ER rc-ason why I d-is,Pnt is, b~rau1C' the clmrch-ofr 
F.nglsnd claims the 1·i)!,lit and autl1ority ctf e1j11ining uilscrip•: 
tural cerrn1m1ies, _St1ch, -arc the following,- bowing to\,1ards 
the c-a,t ;-b,1Wing. at the name of J.,s'us ;-s-jgnin)!, ll'ith, the, 
c'rnss the infants they sprinklr, with· sprinkling ~tsclf;.;...aii,I 
the ::rlmitting -of inrun-ts instl'ad of a(folts to church ml·111ber,hip• 
and bapti~m.-Partirular ge~!u-rcs in worship, as kncl•li"llg Ht• 
tht• Lord\ surper. To which may be add<'d,--thc W<'nri~1g o-f: 
,articul,11' habrts ;-ob_serving Ct!rt..iin (~'lys as holy; thc<l-i~-' 
t111<'t1on of pl~c,•s; aml the me of sponsnrs. . Thde ·-arc . .al,lc 
mPrc human and arbitrary appointments. As these things arc 
not commanJl•_d i~ scripture, ~he. practice of them is .1:9e-r.e 
'Will «or:sl1ip, which is forbidclei1, Col. II Qf;. and to. muke, 
the obscrva.ncc or thrm 'neces~ary tPpn.. "of comm.U~l_K>n,: K.~; 
gross infringement of the authority and otlice of Christ a5 JJca\l.. 
of the church, and. both criminal aud· :intich"i·istian. 'It' is: 
mJ.ku:~ otq.:r: terms of_ communion \ban. \vh,at·~~:\as~~adc~: 
~nd makiu~ thoSF. ~hi1_-.gs, esse_ntial, whirl1. he, Jias,_,no_t 1141~<? 
so, as if they, ·were wisr·~ and holier than. lie. fapqnscqueru;e: 
of ~.,eh impos~ion,,: "?any a.cc c~clu~cd fwm the_ chur,ch w,~o; 
1:011,w_t consci~ntiously chmply _ wi_~h ~h1;m_. _ The,assu_niii:ig,a.. 
ri~Lt or autl:orrty tn deman,1 subscription to human clerds and. 
fo;mularics, to. institute ceren;wnies which,Chi-ist has-· no-wh<!r~' 
commanded, and to make these necessary. terms· ,if_chr:isiJan.. 

/tll,.,u;s_hip, is a :g}ai ing invasio11 o( Chr\,t'.~, p~~FO~•~!i,c,' tlf:;; 
structive of c!iristian lrbcrry, affords _un1:1ect's~ary cause;; of. of;._ 
~nee· and diiunion, spoils the simplidt,r of divine wo:rsh1p;: 
and c-'ncoura.ge~ bUpcrstilion. I . Aflcgiaµce to. Christ. !kman.ds; 
re,istance to such assumed authority. We a.re.to" ,ci1ll .~~; 
man maste,· on earth," but to ".sltvid fitst in the li_lJ.ertJ, 
wbue1~ith Chri~t has made us frce;"'G'al.,-V. I. - • --- ; • 

Di-senters have great cause to be ·thankfu't to G'o<l for th11-
lilll'rtJ they_.enjoy, ancl "to _Ia_b.our to rrjake a'prop,;r use·of_it~ 
It i~ a Lle~smg Lo the eh mtian worlcl at _larg<',?_ t_hJ~t. n,•>~. ~~~ly, 
civil l1brrty is better understood tharrformerfy, liuf also t.lie 
,acHd rights ef "Hwcience-. What melancholy dcljlih drx:i-
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err1Psiatiral history pr<'scnt to ,,s, since the n·formation, and 
amnng protestants, of the disastrous and li•irriblc ef.'n:t, of the 
,~ont of just vic1\~ on,this suLj<'ct, llcncc those ,,nc, haJ b<'C'n 
,lcnicd liberty of co11sci<·11ce, and the right of private jucl6mt•nr, 
a11,I ha<l severely smarted uuder the rod of pcrsecutiun ; whl'tl 
th<'Y ohtaincd possession of the power, could ex!'rcise the same 
injustice ancl tyranny towards those of their fellow christians, 
who differed in opinion from them. Even such as sought re­
fuge from ecclesiastical tyranny in the woods anJ wilds of 
America, among roving clans of savages, 'and in the face of 
almm,t in;urmonntaule difficultiEs and hard~hips, so highly 
di,l they value religious Jil,erty; yet, to the disgrace of the 
cl1ri,tia11 character, and even to human nature, these very me11 
won n•sorted to the same exccral,lc oppression and tyranny 
under ll'hich thcmselvc~ had gr•Jancd, Such is tbe incon.siH­
rncy and frailty of man, It 11-as by a very ~low progrcs, that 
enlightened and just views of the right5 of conscience gained 
ground in the world.* How unreasonable it is, to deny that 
liberty lo others, which we claim for ourselves ! Let d1:;s<•nters 
be careful to stand fast_ in the liberty pravidence has called 
them to enjoy; and not desc>rt their own ministers and churches, 
to attend the preaching of clerg,ymm who are considered evan. 
gr.lical, Let them imitate their noble prl·<lecessors, "ho did 

" 11'/r, Roger Williams, a Dissenter anil Baptist, claims 
the honour of having been the first lt•gislator in the world, in 
its latter ages, who effectually provided for, and established, 
in the colony of Rhode Island, in North America, a free-, 
jidl, and absolute liberty ef conscience. l'C'rsecution dro~e him 
from the state of l\Iassachusets, and be repaired "ith a few 
companions to that part of the country, denominated by hilll 
l'roi-idence. He oLtained, in I 6,1,3, a charter of incorporation, 
and laid the foundation of that new colony. The foundatio11, 
principle on whicb it wns first settled, was, that every man,­
-u·~o submit& peaceably to tl,e civil authoritg, mag peaceably wor­
ship God according to the dictates cg his ow11 conscience, witl,out 
111()/cstation. This example was fiNi followed by Ca:cilius 
l.ord ~altimore, in Maryland ; then by William Penn, in Pt>nn­
~ylvama, Such men wne truly grent, and dcser\'e to have their 
ha~1cs transoiitt-cd with hon•>ur anJ L•~tl'elll to the latfst pos• 
trnty, 
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not ll'll\'C the national church ~o much on nrcount of doclrii,u, 
but on account of 1hose impusitio,,s of co11sric11cc,· which striko 
at thC' lleral~hip of Jl'~U~ Christ, and whi~h lll'e so contrary 
to the sp,nt of chnstl:tn l1bl'l'ty. In point of <luctr111c, the 
Puiita11s first, aft('twards the 1'1'011-coitj'urn,isls, the curly Dis• 
stnfr,-s, wry muth agrC'cd with the national church, aB it i& 
cxprcss1:d in their articks an<l homili,·s. Let it, however, be re. 
membc'n'd, that the church still practices tl1c sam<' imposition~ 
on conscirncC', and no ~uggcstions or persuasions have y<'t in­
duced her t,1 dtcr. As .one very justly observes-"The state 
tulcratrs, but the church docs not."-Thc truth is," i,·hal ·the 
c'hnrdi "'as at first, that it still continues. It retains the same 
arricles; tlic same ceremoni~, the sai~e courts, officers, p1'in-, 
ciplcs, and can.,ns, that it had all the time of its pt>rsecuting, 
and it 1-cfusl'S to rc-pcal any of thclll. The state has resti-,1i11cd 
the opera.tion of the ecclesiastical system on· •Disstrnters ; .bnt 
the system itself is the satne." Thcie consid~rations are ·a suf­
ficient warrant for our dissent, howevrr~evangelical ~ome of 
the clergy niay be. Fiddity to Christ, to truth, and to con­
~cicnce, drman<l it of us. Ilut, at the same time th.ut wt> re­
gard it as an imperious ·duty to srparate from our epiecopal 
brethren, let us endeavour to maintain and exncise christian 
Jo,e t<Jwards those among them ~v~p appear sincerely <levoteil 
to God. Gmuinc piety is ct,_mine<l to no denomination of 
christians; nor is the di\'inc ;l,1essing, withheld, as we plainly 
sc-c, from those roini,ters ,1'110: prl'acb the pure and plt1iu gosl. 
pel. l\lay we ever say,-" Grace be wilh all ~uclt ministers.· 
le b .. ho,c,, us, however, ~ <lissemns, inusmucl1 as we think· 
we enjoy superfor a<lrnnlagls, to labour to exceed ot~ers • in 
ardent devotion, and true go<lline~s; oLhcrwi~c.it will J.,e said,, 
" what <lo ye murc than others ?"-The mcmberi of lhe 
e~tablisbeil cbur.ch, doubtless think their a<lvantRges-:mperior 
to ours. Let there tbcn be no -0ther su by.~ct of contention- be• 
twixt us, equal to_:_which 6it11ll liye m·arcst to Go<l;-wbich 
shall bf:' aw~t labl;riou~h ,lt-vul!·d t.o trutli, to christian liberty~ 
~n<l to the kingdom antl' glury ul our blcs:;~J llel.leenfrr, • This 
ii·ill lw an eU1ula.tion, worth.,' of our higher regard, ·aud C6'ln~ 

lJl!'rn,uratc lo oil our powers~ . . - . .·• , • • 
. Tile aLo,;e i's a sum1nary view of my r('a:ions for bl'i11g anJ 
continuing a di.,,t·nter. I .h~v!! tioL. bc,·11 wql10ut ollcn, of.ser­
vice, Lu introJucc me to the mini~try in Ll\t.! tst .. blishl'U church. 



Cl WJJY AR~ YOU A nJSS'E:XTEn f' 
but thf'SC I h:\\-e'from conscience dc:,linrcl. Tho~e who wisla 
to ;turly 'ilw. subject inore e.t large, should read Palmer'sDissen­
tei"-'s Cntccl1is111; Ve La'u11e'a Plau fur No111.:onjormii!J; Pier.ce'.r 
Vindiraticm o{llte D1sst11lcr,Y; and 'Jowgor,d's l.etters lo JVl,ite: 
which is the rnost lal:iomecl and complete puulirnl1on on the 
subji•ct, we f1ave i11 our·lan~uagc. The fil'st and last of these 
works, n,; Dissenter should be without; the former, f'!r the 
instruction of thcii· children in tbe principlc;>s of dissc:nt; anc( 
the latter, for their own fuller information. After all, I co11-
siclcr the cause of disscut so just, ~nd so impnrtant to the in­
terests of ~ruth a11.d vital religi 1m, that it ought by no means to 
be slicrhted. Thc~e has. been a p~riod iu which the Dit;scatcn 
stoocl ~lol)c in tl1is kingdom, in. m~intaining and defending the 
P"culi~r truths. of the Gospel; 3:11<l bu.~ _for tlu·N, e\·_a.ngeljc~l 
JHl'ilch1·11g_ \1·o_ul,t(h~vc bccum~ quite cxt1uct.-An rm1m-nt m1 .. 
uist<'r and wnt()l'ol the es~biishrnent acknow.lealg,es, th.at. at the 
ti111e above refqi-cd to,, it was m,t pu.b-lidy kno"''l-1 tluit ihere 
was 0nc minis-le-r.in the.t church that faithfuHy preached tboe 
pure Ggsgpr•; Jt is different at the prl'scnt Lime; and some 
hundr-l'<ls of" Gospd P,r«a.c.l;ie1;s are rcclwncd amoug ber minis­
ti-rs.-.May the uu1nber focrea.;;e !-l sincuely rejoice in the 

• His words ar.e, •~ The ~imcs: .are dark; but peEhaps. ahey 
were darker. in E11glaud sixty yea Es a_gQ,. wbl.'11. th.Gugh we had 
peace and plenty. the buJ~ o.f .the king4om la._)I wn<ln the ju-dg.­
llll!nt of a,n unrcgenc-i:aw mi,1Jisu·y • and Lhe pcuv le w.ne perish­
ing for lack. of kno.w.lrdg.iii"-" lam not sure, that i-n the year 
1740, t~111:e ,~as a single parochial minister, who_w-as publidy 
known" as. a. gospel ~reach er ill. t-hc wnole ki-n~llllll>: 1;io_w we 
have I know, uol how m8.IJ~,, but I think not Gc-r ~han four 
hu.u~rccL" 'this w.as. w.ritt-en. July 18.tb. }7,95. _ St!e Letters 
and conTJe1:u,tio11al R. emar.1..-r, by, tlit:. late ll e,i. John. N cu:toH, p-
75, and 76~ l.:lc furthor .saJ&," t ha.,e oocn, i-n{or-d thet·e 
arc abo.U:t ten. tboU!~and. ra.iiswts- i-». En~wd; l bclie'ie mo~ 
-than nine tfiliusa11"1_01: th~se a.re tlcsti.~u.te of tl,i,e g0spe1," v- 1+'1. 
ls it not ~ blossing, .then,_ that ther8 are Di55en!ers in, man.y of 
these destitute pa.tishrs,. \V.hG p,c11a<,b, t.lie gospd.?--,-Su-rely me 
wiH b~ thought so. ,by Lhc1sc w.h.o- l.nc.-.v its. value-. 1)rnre are 
not_ many, it is hoped, wh-o aie such rjgid CL uflhm<ia,, as to 
liol<l the execrable opinion that many had better ncn;r ~ 1hc 
&o~pcl, 1h11.11 not hear it in Lhe established church. • • 



A1'S'fl'TR TO TllP. QUF.STtO~, 

p:,-,ml thry appear to do. Out arc th!'y in no dl'grcr ir.1,kLlrJ 
!o Disi;rntlTS for that incrca-.•; and fol' the n•,·ival whirh h,11 
takC'll place among them in the last fifty yrars 1111 -Mny" grnc~ 
Lr. with all them that lo\"C r>ur L<lrd Jesus Christ in sincerity." 

• his und<'nialil<', thnt for inany yl·ars the Dissenters stood 
up alum• in dr.f~nc~ of th~ best of c~usr.s, The attentive rea. 

1 

dcr of the rccksrn.sttcal l11story of this couhtry, need nut be in­
formed what \\'ll~ the state of religion in the l'StabHshecl church 
from the restoration tn tl,e rise of Mctlwrlfo,,. Who beside; 
Uisscntcrs clearly statcLI, and con°stantly i11culcated the fami-1 
har doctrines of the Gospel; 11 uths so essential to the conv1•1-. 
sion of the ungodly, and to the comfort and progress of Chri~­
tians, while the episcopal clergy regarded them as •• the docr, 
rnas of fanaticism ?"-Who ca1r say that those clergymen wl~, 
\l·ere the fathers of rl1e Methodists, would ever have been heard 
of beyond the boundnries of a single parish, had not Dissen• 
t<'rs opc-nerl for them the way i-" The social religion \Thicli is 
ch('ri~ln·d by Dissenters as the life of the Christian church, hai 
not only produccJ the happil'st effects among themselves, but 
has also been imparted in a.considerable d·egrec to the friends 
of e,·angelical truth in the e~t:i.blishmcnt.'' There is rea~on 
tberrforc to believe that the" apostacy of the nation from the 
sentim<'nfs and spirit of the Gospel had bcm total, but for the 
Dissmtcrs ; by their means a ,·iralspark was preserved, and the 
1uttion is now warmed with the spreading flames." • . 

To lim·e bren, for almost a century, the witnesses for God in 
the land, tl,ough prophesying iii sackcloth was a high honour. 
·A thuusand <liss(•nting churche~ w'ere, during all that time► re• 
ceivin..- into their communion .those who were convinced by the 
·preacl~ino of the Go~pel nmong them, while n~ s11ch dfocts 
,n~re looked for by the established ministers. To form an ·nor• 
qu11tc estimate of all the benl'fits, direct and indirect, which 
must have been produced· in our cities, towns, and village~, 
from such a practical testimony bornl• t? the _most important of 
all Lrllths, is beyond the power of a fimte mmd. But he wl10_ 

exults in the pro~perity which now attends the Gospel ol 
Christ-in rnrious communions, must look back with vl'nrra1ion 
to the fR''ple who once possesS<'d ~lone, what. now forms the 
glory.four land," 13. and IJ'a Ilistory of D1si;enters. vol. 4, 
pag~7. 



It WHY Al\E YOt1 A DfSStNTER ?" 61 

.-.If" Christ be prcaclml, I therein rejoice, and will rejoice-." 
..- If sinners be converted to God, and raints are train<'d 11p in 
holml'ss for hcnvcn; though it be in a h·ss perfect church, it. 
0 uuht to be mattrr uf rrjoicing to all good men. 

lkforc l concludi", it may br proper to n·mark, th.it the 
pri11ciplcs on which we grouncl our dissent from .the church of 
I::nolnnd, nre t/1e same, as those on which alone ~he can justify 
ohcr°scpara,tiu'n from the church of Rome. We have cauied 
thosr principles fi1rth~r tbnn bhC has, and it has bean much la­
mcHt<·cl, that ~he did not listep to ,brr ~ons the wort!1y Puri• 
ta,,s, and complete that whicb the ReforAlcrs had so nobty be­
gun. In fact, Churchmen cannot justly reproach the Dissen­
ters for their dissent, withc;,ut renouncing their protestant prin• 
ciples, and re~urning aga.il)., to the bo3om of the chu1·d1, of 
Horn~ . 

. /\. judicious writrr on this subject has statrd and defended 
the four followin~ gcnrral principles, in which all Dissenters 
alike are intrrcstecl, 

J, The Ch,ri:;tian religion is nQthing but religion: for 
C~rist's kingdom is not of tl,is u-orld. 

2. Jesus Christ 1s the only Sovereign OV<'T conscience. One 
is your 111 a,tcr, ,v,n Christ, and all ye are brethren. 

3. The Scriptures alone, without the a<l<lition of human ar­
ticlt•s or cr1·cd~, arc sutlicient to determine all mattC'rs of faitli 
ancl practice. Clirist i, _the autlior and jinislu r '!four fait~. 

• 4, As. e1 ery one, must git:e accou11t '!f hi111stlf. to God, every in• 
<l1'·idual ought to be ll'ft to full ow th<:: rlictatcs of his own mind, 
without any huma11 incentive or restraint. These, I may ven­
ture to aflirm, arc tile comm.on principles of Protestant <lisscmt, 
We maintain then, lhc spirituality of the Christian rdigion ;­
the sole dominion of Christ ;-the sutficien~}' of Scripture;­
aucl the right ofprirntejndgmt~nt". 

·.., A lcar11l'cl Cll'rgyman, Dr. /::du:.urcls, sccml·d not insensi­
ble of the impllrrancc of Disst'Ilt('rs, both with rrspect to reli­
gions librrty, ancl gcnuince Christianity. He c:-,;presscs him­
sdf thus; "lf \\'C' woulJ but_ opl'n our t'yes, \\'C shuul<l sec 
tlrnt wl' arc bdwlclt-n to the L>1ssu1ll'rs for the co11ti11uanca of :i 
;::;rcat part of our thl'ol•1gical principks; for if the high Church­
men Lael 1~0 chl'cks, 1l_1cy wuulcl lm,·c brought in_ Po!'~ry Le­
fore tl,1s tune, by their over ,·a,ln111~ po1np and crr~·monv ilil 
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AN!IW'Rll TO Tllll. QU&STION, 
' . . 

I w,,111.l <'nrn1'stly n•c-om11l<'n1t to thr. ll\<'n1li1'rs of nil otll' 
d1\ll'C'h\'s, tlmt thry ray II prop<'r llttt'ntion to thii. subJ1•d j ·u1iJ 
labour both til inform tlwm~dv('II, and nlso to instruct tlic,ir 
chil,ln-n in lh<' prin~iplrs 1111<1 g1·ounds of our diss1'nl. It is 
much to be fo111'\'d that not u fow are dissentrrs from more tra• 
dition, and n-mam, in a gr1•11t mcnsuro nt. h•nst, igno1llnt of the 
abo,-e principlcs, bring abl<' to assign scarcely Rny other re&• 
SOil than that their J>llrents were Dissl'ntcrs l.idore thrm, nnrl 
thay have beC'll from infancy accusLomrd to attend dis,cpting 
places of worship. It may be true, that this is as good a rl'a• 
:;on as many who adbl're to the establish<'d religion, c11n as­
sign; but ought not Dissmters to be bett<'r informed ?-'-Is it 
reaso,ia/,lc to dissent without knowing- why ?-or creditable to 

<livin<' worship. So that if th<'r<' had h<'en no Disst>nlers, the 
c-lmrck '!f E,1gland had bce11 long .ri11cc ruined," Preacher, vol-.' 
2. p.- 133.-" As the dilfcrent parties of profes,ing·Christi:rns 
which al'prared in the ,•t>r..y infancy. of the Church, Wl're p<'r• 
petual guard~ upon each other, and rendered it impn·ssiblc for 
one party to practise gros~ly on the sacred book~, without the 
oiscovery -and clamour of thr. rest; so now, wherever there is a 
body of Diss<'nters from the public establishmrnt, who do yet 
agree \\ i :b their brethtru in the establishment, -in the us·e of 
the same translation, thrre i, as grc•al evidence lls could rea• 
~<mably be desired, that such a translation is in the main right; 
for if it were in any considl'rable ·argument corrupted, most of' 
(.•ur our other debates woul,I quickly lose themselvc~ in, 1his.''. 

lJoddddge; -· 
" Doubtlrs,, (snys a smsiblc and pious Churchman,) a priri• 

-r.,nal dt•;,ign of Prm·idence in pri·mitting our ·differences, is· the 
~portunity thry affonl for the trial and exercise 'of various· 
Chrietian crraccs; such as candour, fo:·bearance, and -love; can• 
dour in tl~e· construction we place on the 'sentim<'nts, and es• 
pC"Cia:Hy the motive~,. of those who <lilf~r from us; forhcaranct>, 
!lOl\\ ithstauding 1hr1r rrrors and follies. towards them; aud 
cm-dial e~tn•m of their p<'rsnns. But the greatest bt>ncfit results 
from the principle ,!f emulntiun which this diversity excites; 
nn<l in the pn~;cnt imperfect ~tatl! nf human nature, we nrcd 
r,•,--cry stimulus to lioly cxr_rtion. A \cry pownrul 0111! ll'C _<l_c. 
rive frcm this sourcl', wlJ1ch wot1ld, rn a grrat m<'asure tail, 
were we all of one communion," Cllristia11 Obsener. 



br u,rnlilc- to n•sign hl'tt1•r n•ason~? Tl1rsl' rliing~ ought n<,t 5r1 

10 h1•, \\'hat ,111bility or c"n~i,t<·ncy can lw 1~:ii:pcctl'd ll'h1·n 
~uch ignoranc1• prl'vuils, 1·sp1•ciully wlil'n \\·o~ldly i111,·1[·,1~ i:,­
clinc nnothcr lv11y ?-Hour dis,cnt be founded on lrnlh an,I 
rcuson; and if 1hc intl'l'l'S!s of r1·al "ital rt:ligion lie conncctt:d 
\Yith it, which has app1•ared eminently so at a fomcr period, 
thPn let it be supportl·d with all the rarnrsrncss and dili!:;cnce 
its in~p·1rtanc1: demancls. Nu one n~l·d be ashamed 1,f his dis­
sent, l,ecause all Christians were such till the time of Constan­
tiuc Hnd men of the: first attainments in talents, ll'arning and 
pirty have be1·n, and ~till are, found among them. But, i( 
there be such among us who drfm it a matter of so little im­
portance as Rot to take the trouble to rnquirc on which side 
truth lies; or who hang so loosely a~ to be swayt>d by worldly 
ietcrest or connexions, no matter how soon such depart. Th~y 
arc an·honnur to no religious community. 

May the -love of truth, the princi12lcs of piety, and thl" ex­
ercise of Cbristian lo\'e, be abundantly more prcvalC"nt both. 
among Churchmen and Di'ssl'nters; and while they find it im­
practab¼i-to see and believe alike on eycry subject, let them 
exercise. mutual forbearance, pray fervently for each other, 
distinguish themselves by an interchange of Christian and 
friendly offices, and rejoice in each others felicity. 

J, F, 
J,J__,.;..__. 
April 2!,tl,, 18lt. 

SUNI>,lY SCHOOLS. 

The fullowiug ve.ry encouraging fact ought to be known by 
all the worthy ~upporters of these valuable institutions-" In 
a surfrlay'.school, in the north of England, one elass of four-

• teen lm?'s so rewarded t~c labo~rs of its teachers, that fiery 
one _o~ them ·became decidedly prous, 1111d was received into a 
Chr1stran church; and every one is now either predching the 
Gospel at home, or labouring 11.s a Missionary abroad." 

Bogue and Be11net's History of Dissenters, vol. iv. p. 388. 
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COPY OF A LtTTEll 

From iltc late lhx. J . .l\lANHI., to a 

rnrE~D IN AFFLICTION. 

Dear Sir, 
Pur5ua•1t to my promise, ha,·c mudc bold to write 11nto 

)•HI; and hope that I shall be l'nahk•d to administt•r som~ 
small ~011solation undt•r your 1m·se1\t afflioio11. Afflictions, 
~l;:.1.,· sir, arc not s'.·nt hut. with a. commission for our g"od. 
I '''.'Y an• tht> mcrcilul chaslls<'mrnts of our la•aq•nly !•'other, Ly 

\1 lllch he wuul<l wean us frun, a deluding world, and induce 
us Ly a kind of gracious nrcessity, to Sl'ek for happiness in tlie 
hcawnly rcgivn~, whrre alone it can Le found. Thousand$ 
who arc now l'nthront•d in glory, have rrason to bless Goel 
~::at c,cr tla•y wnc afflicted, since l>y me1rns of their awakcn­
i.1g calls, they werr. roused fro111 their lethargy of sin, arid 
mack meet for the inheritance of the saints in li.rht. " Beforn 
they were afflictr·d thl'y went astray, Psalm c;ix. 6. 67. but 
Go<l had lompas,ion on them, and sent his rod to tutor them 
into ouedicnct•, and tn be as ::i. schoolmaster to' h1ing them 
to Christ. Oh! may you, dear sir, hear the rocl, atid Him who 
l1ath appointed it; and, taught by the merciful dealings of the 
Lor<l, 1i;-; :11l·your hope's· on theLord-Jcsns (.;hrist, who was 
slain to take away tl1e sins cf the world. In llim may :,·on 
lw t,JUl;d I I\ ing a11cl ,J )' ing. f'or his sake and Uf'On his account 
rnav you Le rstcemctl as rightrous in tTrn father's 'sight; and 
thc;1 all your afll1ctions sha-11 bl~ bksscd unto you, shall work 
out ::i.:1d !J~ prod ucti\'e of your cvt•rlastiug good. In the mean 
ti1m·, tlc•ar sir, let the [Hl·ciotis jJi•omiscs of the Lord, be your 
soncr~ of consolation in the house of your pilgrimage.; pai·ticu­
la1 ly those promises which admini~tcr coml~rt under affliction:; 
such as Sam. iii. 3'2. ILeL. xii. 6. 2 Cor. 1v. 7, A believing 
Yiew to thu1,e will cheer the gloomiest night of woe, will gild 
the horrors of <l1i;ease and death, and mpport the soul even in 
its pa~sage throug;h the dark~omc vale, Oh! Sir, nothing in 
the wc,rl,1 will I.Jc of half the ~crvice to us when our flesh arid 
}Jl'art fail u~, as au interest i 11 the promises of God, and _a firm 
fai1li in lii111, in whom all the promises a.re yea and amen: 1. 

-i(• St--e G. ll. n. \Ol. iv. pr1go 112. 



JIINTS ON CANDOUR. 6i 
mra11- the Lord Jesus Christ. In this Saviour arc givr•n unto 
us exceeding grl'at nncl preciom promises, whirh administer 
comfort tn the soul iu every time of necd.-Lct nll our c·ndca­
''uurs, lhercfon·, crntrc hl'rc: that we may Le found in I-Jim, 
and then all shall turn to our good. If Christ is our~, we have 
a cu\"enant rigl1t to all the promisc·s of Go<l. If we are sav­
ingly united to Christ, nothing in the world shall separate us 
from Him, Rom. viii. 38, 39, Interested in Him, we shall be 
niore than conquerors in the most trying affliction: though 
tossr<l for a while on the world's trmpestnuus sea, we shall ar­
rive safe at the haven, the wished for, blissiul haven of per­
fect hnppinC'ss and undisturbed repose, that we may meet each 
other in those happy regions, is the earnest prayer of, 

DEAR Srn, 
Yours, &c. 

J .. MANSEL. 

HINTS ON CANDOUH. 
CANDOU1l is. that disposition of the mind, which lead!! u5 

tp put the best construction on the words and actions of our 
neighbours, an<l to think and speak of them in the most fa· 
vourablc manner. It is that branch of charity which" Lelie­
vcth all things and hopeth all tbings." This amiable 1emper 
ought to be ch,·rishe<l in all our <lralings with mankin<l at 
large; but it ought rspccially to mark our con<llll'.t tol'rard"' 
our fellow Christians, ~·l10 Jiffcr from us in jurlgmcnt or prac­
tice. It is deeply to be lamented, thaL in our religious disputl'S 
there often is less candour l'X<il cisc•d than in other cuntron•r­
sics. But much as this is to be regrl'tll'<l, yet it is possible', 
uay it is not uncommon, fo.r this term to be abused. Tuo 
many, it is to be (eared, under a. pretence to extraordinary 
candour, conceal a .laxness ul ~cntimcnt and a ,vant of tixc 
principles. These arc oftcr, ui1rnndi<l enough to accuse tho~e 
of bigo~ry who ·are clc~idcd in thl'ir pru~csfion of what they 
rstrem important doctmws, or Lt ar a plam and explicit testi­
mony against whnt they brlicYc to be dangerous errors. It 
may, therefore, he usC'ful to e11q11ire ,•:hat is CL'lltrary to true 
candour, and what con,istcnt "ith ir. 

~andour will prevent us frnm 11s,igning motives for actions 
wluch the party conccrnnl disal'ows. There is a stran111• pra-

G 0 ° • 



prmily in tlir lium:m ltlind to ln,ndr the- pr<'l'ogativr ()( flim ' 
who'' alone knowdh the ~ctrrts of thC' hl':lrt.'' No sooner 
tloc~ a fellow rational <lan\ to think tlilfl'\'tntly from us, than 
we begin to rnsl'<'Cl his motiYe~, :IIHI inYcnt sonic private rrn-
5011 for his opininn. So confiJC'nt a1'c we in our olvn Infalli­
bility, that \\C conclude thnt it is i1npossiL\c for any person, 
-unl.Jia,ed by some srcret niotiw, to differ f1'om us. This is 
ccrtaiuiy uncandid. Except ,vr havr full evidC'tice to the con­
trary, \\C ought to allow C'\"C'ry mm\ c·ntire credit for actina­
<.omcicntiou~ly. If we could Luton these orca~ions, as wrll 
as on all othC:r occasions, learn to p1·articc our Saviour's gol­
~kn rule," to ,lo to others as we would they ,hould do to us," 
it would rrcsen·e tl> from such e,;·il snrmhsings. We shoulc:l 
;ih,-ays reflect, that how far soever our neigh Lour differs from 
us in opinion, we differ as much from him: that he is .account• 
ahlc to God alone for his religious views, and that lie has ae 
much right to rnspcct our motives as we have to suspect his. 
Thc~e reflections would make m be very cautious in our cen• 
surcs; a.nd cause us often to ponder the important declaration 
of our Saviour, "Judge not, that ye be Jiot judged. For 
\Yith ,vhat judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: an<l with 
v, hat measure- ) e metr, it shall be illeasurrd to you aBain.'' 

Candour will teach us to do justice to the arguments of our 
or p0ncnts. It generally happt·ns, when a cause is defended 
from various topics, that some proofs arc much more concl'usive 
than o!hrrs. Nor is it unushal for the most expert disputa»t 
to wr.1.krn a good _proof by some indiscreet concession, or in­
Judicious management. Now a really candid person will nr>t' 
take any ad-:antage of such drfects. 1-Je will allow all the rea­
soning of an adversary its full importance, and if, on a·re­
vicw of the whole, there is weight in it, he will not expose par-
1ial WC'aknrss, or triumph over casual inaclvertc11cy, He will 
in this respect, also, do as he would be done by. 

Candour will especially prevent its possrs~or from doing in­
jury to any on<', cit_her in_ ~haracter_,_ estate, or _per~on, o~ ac­
.:ount of difference m rel1g1ous scnumrnts- It 1s dmmetncal­
ly opposed to every kind of persecution. Th·at great maxim 
that ev!'ry man has a right to t~ink a~d act for hitnself in ma~­
tus of tliis awful importance, m wluch every man must a11-

·~wer for himself, is 11ot only allowed in theory, but influrncrs 
·tbr who!e of the tonduct of a tcally c-anditl mau, Ue abomi-
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nntu tho tcmolcst iilea of rcstrain,n.!( thC' pC'rsonal lihcrty of an 
opponent. I-lowevor highly he may <lisapprnvc of his system, 
or how derogatory soever he may f'Sterm it to the honour of 
Ood, yet he dctc~ts the ide,L of taking upon him to plead for 
him by fi11os, imprisonmrnts, or deaths .. Like a sensible fa­
ther of old, he says with reganl to co-ercion of any kind," If 
lie is a.God let him plead for himself." The expostulation of 
the Apostle " Who art thou that judgest another man's ser• 
vont; to his own masteF he standcth or {alleth," keeps him at 
an awful dbtance, from the wish to tyrannize over the con­
science of any accountable creature. 

Candour not only prevents me from rnisreprrsenting my 
neighbour's sentiments or infringing his right; it also makes 
me equally explicit in avowing my own sentiments and equally 
decided in claiming and cxi>rci5ing my own privileges. 

It is therefore perfectly consistent with the possessors being 
firmly convinced of the truth of his own opinions, 11nd the 
fallacy of those•of his opponent. It is every man's duty to 
" be fully persu-cded in his own mind," in the great things that 
rcl.ite to the rnomentuous concerns of eternity. k is m('H­

tioned as a mark of a state of great imperfection to Le " like 
children, to1,sed to and fro and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine/', Indeed the uature of the truths of the gospel are 
such that a man must form an opinion for his own direction 
and comfort. An<l while he, by no means, presumes to con­
troul the judgment of others, be owes it to his own conscience 
to give his hrarty assent to those opinions, which, upon a pro­
per .examination, appear to him to be accompanied with a. 
sufficient;tlegree of evidence, This is arrogating nvthing to him­
self, that·he docs not allow to all his fl'llow creaturrs. We arc 
exhorted," to si>arch t1rn scriptures daily," to see w!rethcr any 
proposed doctrines are agreeable to the Oracles of Truth : " to 
prove all things," an<l when we have found it, to ho!J fast that 
,1·hich is good." ' 

Further. Candour ,requires a decided, open, c~plicit avowal 
of our own sentiments, even when they may differ from tlw~ 
of others however great or respectable. That man nho, 
through policy or fear, concrals or disguises his own opinions 
acts ,a mean, uncandid and disengenuous part. He dtals dis­
·-0<>1mtly towal'ds hb associate,, and unfaithfully towards his 
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l\lakC'r ! Surh a rhnrnctl'r 011µ.ht to pon,lcr wrll tlrnt nwfol 
clcch1ration of our bll'sscd Sn,·ionr, " Whosoc\·<·r Rhall bu 
asham<'d of me and of my wor<h in this adultC'rous and sinful 
gc1l('ration; of him also shall the Son of Man be ashnmrd 
wh,,n he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy an• 
gels.'' There were some "ho bcli,,vcd in Christ in the clays of 
hi, fll'sh who yct did not clare t•i avow the sentiments of their 
hca1 ls, " J,,st they shou!J be put out of the synagogue." But 
t~ese pusillanimous 1'1.jlt'rs are stigmatizes by the sac:red liisto• · 
nan as acting on a Wt'alt nnd wick,-cl principle, " They loved 
the praise of men more than the praise of God." How much 
more manly wa:; the conduct of Paul, that pattern of decisiou, 
who coulJ call those among whom he had laboured night 
and day, for tlir..:c yrars, to recorcl, ." that he ha,\ declared unto 
them alt the counsel of God,'' and •" kept back nothing that 
was profitable to them," l\lay every minister of Jesus.Christ 
and every private christian be enabled to say with the sam<J' 
truly great m::>.n. " We have renounced the hidden things of 
dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor ha1111ling the word 
of God cleceirfully; Lut by manifestation! ·of the truth corn•. 
mcncling ourscln:s to every man's consc;ence in Jhe sight oi 
God." 

We remark again, that a. man trnly candid may yet hnve 
an anxiou5 dcsi re and may exert himself earnestly to defend 
his own sc·ntimcnts. As an hunt'Sl man, who conce.ivt!S his 
own views of divine subjects to be c.onformable to tht! scrip­
tures, he must esteem them very important. He mu~t he 
persuaded that the ·happiuess of his fellow cn·atures and the 
glo,y of Guel would be promoted in propol'tion- as tb.ey were 
bl'iievcd anJ acted upon. As a frie11d to society, therefore, 
and a servant 11f his 1\laker, he must feel desirous chat senti• 
n1ents so beneficial should become universal; and this desire 
will incite him, by all proper methods ,to extend their influence. 
This, likt'wis,·, will animate him to oppose what he deems 
error; because, he is convinced, that it will injure man a_nd 
dishonour God, And in proportion to his idea of the mag• 
uitudc uf _thr advantage of truth, and the disadvantage of. er­
ror, and of his atfrction for his brethren and his G.;Jd will be 
the zeal with which he will maintain his own sentiments and 
oppose contrary opinions, j\nd the exertions oft.bis hooi;:;.t 
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~isciplc of Jesus will Le <'11curngl'<l whf'n hf' cnn-mlts l,j.; ~cw 
'frbtuan1•nt, that bPst guide for the crmduct of a ,inc!'re cl1rr~­
tian, -u.url h('ars tT1e first h•acl1C'rs of the Gospel l'Xhorting their 
converts "to watch, strrnd fost in the faith, quit thrm,tl,c~ 
like nwn, anrl be strong."~" to stan<l fast, and hold the tra­
dition~ which thry th<"y h,td Leen taught n·hrther by wurd or 
rpistle." "to strive togcthrr for the _fruih of thegosp('\,'' and 
" to· content\ earnestly for the faith once dd1n·rcrl t" ·the 
saints, against such as dcnie<l the Lord God, an<l our Lord 
Jesus Christ." 

And if prrccpts so plain requirrd any illuslratir>n, the con-
1Juct of Paul woul<l fully exemplify their application. Some 
teachers had intruded th emselvcs into the churches planted 
by that-indcfaiigablc missionary, who asserted, tlrnt the con,­
,·erts to christianity ought to submit to the Jewish ceremon-ies, 
This doctrine app,,ars to have gainPd such ground, that Pl'ter 
and Barnabas thought it prudent not to oppo5e it. They pro­
bably might plrad the number and influence of tho~e who 
espousrd • it, and the propriety of exrrcising liberality and 
candour towards opponents so numerous and so respectable. 
They mighl urge the advantage that would arise from pleasing 
the Jews: they might, with great plausibility, deprecate the in­
jury that christiauity would suffer by such a division among its 
·ministers. All this and much more might have hcen pleaded 
for suspPndi11g the controversy. But how did Paul behave? 
Let him answer for himself. Speaking of thPse teachers, he 
'says: " To whom gave we place by subjection, no, not for 
an hour." " When Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood 
him to the face, because he was to be blamed." " When I 
saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of 
the .Gos·pel, I said unto Peter before them all," &c. What 
was Paul's motive fur all this earnestness? Why diJ he oppose 
'such men so vehemently? The o bjrct was worthy his 11,9st 
zealous pursuit. I act thus, says he to the Galatians, " that 
the truth of the gospel might continue with you." , 

!\Jay every sincere lover of the go~pel bt actuated by the 
;ame noble motive to imitate his conduct. 

Cmc1111srECTon. 



REl\lAR'KS ON DR. ADAM CLAHKE's CO-l\11\IENT 
ON l\IATT. III. 6, llESPECfL\IG ·nAPTIS.l\l, 

'l'o tl1c Editor ef the G. B. R. 

DEAR Sm, 

IN rc-ading over the Commentary of Dr. Adam Clarlfr, no" 
11ublishing, I wa! much surprised with the obs~rvations con­
cerning bapti,m which he has introclucetl when co·mmcntin~ 
·on l\latt. Ill. 6. I have transcribed them, and if ageeablc 
with the plan of your work, shoul<l be pleased to sec them, 
with tLe observations subjoinc<l, iim·rtc<l in the next nuinbcr 
·of your Hcpository. 

" Verse 6. (Were haptized) In what form baptism was 
originally administered, has been deemed a subject worthy of 
~rrious dispute. Were the people dipped or sprinkle<l·? ·for it 
is certain -that ltnpto and baptizo, the words in the original, 
-mean both. They were all tlipped say some. Can any mai1 
suppose, that it was _possible for John to <lip all the inl1nbitd1lt$ 
<>[ Jerusalem and Judea, and all the couutry round the Jordan! 
Were both men and women dipped, for certainly both. cam:e 
to his baptism? . This would never have comported . with 
safety, or with decency. Were they dipped in ·their ·ctoth'es. 
This would have endangered thdr lives if they had no.t w•ith 
'them change of raiment,; and as such a baptism as. Johll~ 
(however administered) was in several respects. a n~~- "thirig 
in Judea, it was not at all likely that the people w,ould comt 
thus -provided. But suppose these were. dipped,_ whi_ch } 
thiuk it would be impossible to prove·;· does it follow,· th_adn 
all regions of the world, men and women inust be dipp1:a, 'iii 
order to be ev:mgclically bap[izecl ? In the east,ern CO\mtries, 
batl1in:zs were frtquent, because of the heat of the climate, i~ 
was thrre so necessary to cleanliness and health ; but would 
our climatc, ·or a more northerly one,. a<lmit of this witli 
'safety, for at least three-fourths of the year? We m11y i·esf 
assured that it cuuld not. And may we not presumc-, --thaITf 
John ha<l opeueJ his commission in the north of Great Britain, 
fur many months in the year, be would have dipped nl'ithcr 
wan nor woman, unless he coulrl have procured a tepid bath! 
Tho~c who arc dipped or immersed in wutcr in the name of the 
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Jfoly Trinity, I believe to be cvangclicrilly bapsiied, Those 
who arc washed or sprinkled wi1h walrr in the name of the 
Father, un<I of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, I believe to 
be equally so : and the repetition of such a baptism, I bdievc 
to be prophane, Others have a ri~ht to believe the contrary, 
if thry sec good. After all, it is thr thing ~igni/icd, and not 
the 111od(, which is the essential part of tbe sacrarrwnt." 

Sucl:i a. paragraph as the abovr, ouglit not to pass without 
animadn•rsion. It contain~ some ass1·r1ions and in~inuations, 
which ought to he contradictPd. Dr. C. clol'S not apprar to 
have been Jlll!Ch profit'ed, by the strictun·s wl,ich have 11p• 
prar.ed, in several publications, on his a1wcdotc conc>erning 
l\Ir. Tripp's baptiiing of himsl'it: He continurs to· treat the 
ordinance of bapti&m in a rr.anner very unbecoming so solrmll 
and important an institution. 1t is very obser,aLle in how 
different a manne1:) he treats this ordinance from what he docs 
that cf the Lord's ~uppe.r; and t hcrefore what an inconsist• 
ency appears in -his concluct. Jn his di~coursc on the nature, 
rlc-,ign, and in;t1tution of the latter ordinance, he deems ~<? 
oli~crvance of cvvry ci1cumstancc tic most mi1?utc, conncctl'd 
with it, 10 be of Cf';,sc4U1·11ce. Bnt in how trilling, may we 
not say irrcv.rrent a manner! he speaks of haptism. It is, in 
hi! ac:count, .. of' little or no importance, whether it be adminis­
tne<l by sprinkling or immersion. - ln one country it may be 
per.form~d in one way, in another country, in another way. Jn 
spll)e casqs, he a1h-1ses that persons administi-r it upon them­
srlvcs. Whrncr. is this, that he treats the one ordinance with 
~o lllU\:'h attention, that cv1•ry circumstance nttcnding it is of 
ill)portancc, and.the othn with so much neglect, that it may 
~c performed in .a-ny manned, Arc they not oia'. equal antbo­
rity'? l:hs· not the samr Law~iver enacted l,uth? It is painful 
to lia1,e to state these things TC'!pecting 3. person of so much 
l'JJJinc11cc a~ .this wr.iter. 

I3u,t to attend to :the ·paragrph whith has occasioned thrse 
re1~arks: Uc asks; •• Were the people dipped or sprinkled ? for 
1t 1s certain that bupto an<l bapti:o, means liorh." If he intends 
th~t these words prima1;ily and literally mean hoth, it 1s cer­
tam that his positiYc assertion is unfoun<lt>d. It would be rc­
•lllarkahlcd. if the. same. word expressed two circumsta1,c1·s, so 
very dissirnilur as dipping and sprinkling arc. Parkhurst say~, 
"baptizot.from bupto/' is" to diPi immerse, or plunge-in \\'all'r :" 
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and of hapto he Mtys," to dip1 p!l111gc, immerse.'' If somc·tirnC's, ! 

i11 a 1ignratiH' sc-nsC', thc~c words inll'rH!l'd somerl,mg less thn11: 
immersion, it ·nc-c-d not appcnr strange ; nor can Mith n cir.' 
n1m~tancc justify any one in snying, that tln•y mc-nn to sprin, 
kle It is ~rimc-time,; ~nid of a pC'tM·n ,1hv has·lic-rn fur n long 
timc- c-,po~l'cl to a h,•arty rain, that hc- is complc-tely dippc-d; 
yet "hn on this account ,,ould sny that tu dip, mN.ns·to sprin­
kl~? But this is what Dr C. in l'ffrct tdb us, when he says 
that bnpto and baplizo nwan to ~prinklc, 

.. Thc-y \\'l'fC all dipped, ~ay Mlllll'. Can any man sapposc, 
that it w:1s rmsiblc f,ir John to clip 11/l tlie i,r/mbitants of" Jr:rn• 
,alrm a11d Judea, a11d of all tl,e country 1·u111,d ab011t t/i,e· Jor, 
dan ~•· \re Lare l1c-rc- an argumrnt which to s,ime of tlw Dr's 
n•ackrs, w;JJ prolrably appear tlicisive ug:tinst the practice of I 
b:,p:i1ing by rmuwrsion. lL is t,,krn forgrnntccl, that John ?C•, 
tually b:1ptizcd all the inl,ahnnnts of Jt•rusal\.·m ir.id Juclc-a, 
aml all the country round about the Jordau. And thch·it is 
:i~l-.c-d, "lwther any man can ~upposc-, that it was-po~sil,)e for 
John to dip so many prr~ons. 'J'llC' answer 10 this inquiry is, 
No: and tb<'n the conclusion follows u1,ck-11ialily, John did 
not dip tlw jll'rson,; whom he liapti1.cil. :Yt•t nothing is more 
so1,liis1iral and nugotary tban this argtmtC'lit. Dr. C, as a 
commrntator on the Scriptures, knows bdtc-r how· to explain 
them, than to insinuate from the 11orcl;, "Thc-n went_ out to 
hin Jrrusakm, and all Judea, and all the region round-about 
the Jordan, and 11'<.'rt' baptizcd of him," that John ·actually 
baptizL'cl all the i11liobitants c,f Jerusalem, qc. How he could 
allu1,· himself to argue from un assumption, which he could 
not Lut know was unfoumkd it is not a i;ll'usant circumstal)cc 
ro inquirt', There appears an hidu1t d1:sign to impose upon 
the unwary. • • • •.• 
. Ccrtaiul,; John iliJ 11ot b11ptizc ull the inhabitants of Juu• 
~akm and Judea, anJ all the• country round about the Jorchtu, 
FIH it appc•a Is from this same· chapll'r, v1~r. 7-12. that he re• 
fu,<'<i to. admit to his baptism rn~ny of the Phari,c·c·s and Sa• 
dticccs. From Luke viii . .'.JO. we l~•arn that the Pl,arisccs and 
Lawyns, in gcnu-al, refused lo I.Jc baptizc<l by him: and the 
]'i,ari,l·r~ con~titutccl the mo;;t numerous bCCt am◄ •ng the Jews, 
And Joh11 liaptizc d tho3C only wbo confessed their sin~, and 
pr1Jfrs~ed rcprntancc. Bu•t wlio can suppose that all the in· 
ia.abit~r.ts of Jerusalem antl J u<lca, and all the country ro_und 
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11Iho11t t'l,(' Jor<ln.n, became truly penitent by the pi-eacl1ing qf 
the l.mptist, His prcitching was uprin many persons suc(TS<; ◄ 
fol; but there is reason to believe, that by far the greater 
11 umbcr of the people continued unreformed, and consequently 
were not boptiwd by him. 

The term all, in such connexions as tl1e prrsent, cannot pos◄ 
si~ily be understood in its most extensive sense. In John iii. 
26. we. read that some, of John's disciples said to him concern• 
i110 Christ,'' Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to 
whom thou bC'arest witness, behold the same baptizeth, and all 
men come to him." Now, who can suppose, that the whole· 
•of the people attended our Lord's ministry? The meaning e1,·i• 
drntly is, that he had many followrrs; and that the number 
'Of thc-m far exceeded the. numbers of those who followed John, 
So -here, we cannot without manifest absurdity, understand' 
morr than, that manJ persons, great 11umhers1 from Jerusalem• 
and all Judea, allll al_l the region round about the Jordan, went 
-out to John, und were baptizcd. 

The <lifficulty which Dr. C. fancies he S<'es, in John's bap­
tizing so many persons, even on the snppositinn of his dipping­
them, is not so gr<'at a5 that which might be objected to his 
becoming acquuintl'd with their character. As he only bap­
tizcd those who confessed their sins, and professed reprntanr.c. 
it would be necessary that he should haYc so~e kuowledge of 
their experience and conduct. This would Ii<: more difficult• 
and require more time than merely to dip them, This objcc• 
tion attached also tJ the Dr.'s own ~chrmc ofhaptistn. He scrs 
01, insuperable difficulty in the hiHuck, while tli.c mou11t:un is 
passe,l without being perceived. 

But it is not necessary to suppoS'C t·hat John himself J?ap• 
tized ail who were admitte~ to his ba.ptism. He hnd disciples; 
and they also might administer the ordinance. It is said of 
~hrist, th~t he. bflptized, ond aH men c~mc to him; and yet it 
1~ elsewhere sa1<l. that he himself bapt1ztd not, but hi~ disci• 
ples. And John and st'vcr,11 assistants might, during the con­
ti.n~ance of hi~ minis~ry, admfoisrcr the ordinancf! of bap­
t1zmg even by 11nmers1on, to a very large number. History 
records that, among our Saxon ancestors, more than on one 
occasion, ten thousand were bapti1cd in one'"tlay. AnJ Dr. 
Clarke need not be i11forinc<l that in those times, even in oLir 
northern c1imatr> IJapti~rn. was au minist1:rcd by immersion, 

11 



lie ndds, " ~\'ere b'.lth '.~1cn a1_1d womc-n <li}lped, fol· cc'rtninly 
bo1h came lo lus bnpllsm, It 1s extremely probable that w•>· 
nwn as well as men wne 11,l111itt1•d lo John's baptism; we 
know they were to Christian baptism, Acts viii. 12. And 
doubtless all were baptizcd in the same 11·lJy, There is no 
rca5on to suppose that John had two moues of aJministering the 
<>rJinance; one fur women, and the othl'f men. The modern 
opinion, that it mak1•s no dilfrrence 11 hc:thcr the 1wr,on be 
Slirinkled or immersed, was not known in the time or .John. 

" This woul,l never hal'c comported either wi1h sal'ety or 
with drccucy." What an insinuation! The: practice of bap­
tizing by immersion is charged with indl'crncy ! Somewhat 
more of caution and modesty would not ill bccon1e this writer. 
The be~t refutation of so unfounded a calumny, is boldly to 
contradict it. We boldly affirm, " it would comport hoth witb 
safety and <lecency ~" and appeal to daily observation for the 
truth of the assrrtion. 

" Were they dipped in their clothes 1 This would have 
endangered their liws, if they had not with them change of 
:i:aiment: an<l as such a baptislll as John's (however adminis­
trrecl) wa., in se\'eral respects, a new thing in J uJca, it is not 
at all likely the people would come thus proviclcd.'

0 

How 
trifliug is all this~ And how such language bet.rays the cause 
it is designed to,.upport! Could any scriptnal and solid ob­
jection be brought against baptism by immersion, we should 
not surely, at kast from a ,Hiter of Dr. Clarke's abilities 
meet with such pitiful cavilliug. It would be so very easy for 
tho!>C who were bapti.zed, to provide change of raiment, that 
to attempt a refutation of this objection, would be nt'edlcss 
lahour. When, iRdeccl, it i, consi<lercd, that John baptised 
such only as confessed their sins, and th:it probably very few 
were admitted to his baptism, on their once hcar:ng him preach, 
the objection vanishes, 

" But, suppose these were dippetl, which I think it would 
be impossible to prove, does it follow that in all regions of the 
world, men and wonwu must be.dipped, in order to be ernn• 
gclicallv baptised?" So far from its being impossible Lo proYe 
that Jolin baptised Ly imme1~ion, every unpnjucliced rea<ler 
must admit that the scriptures prove it to a demonstration, 
·why did he baptise in the Jordan, why in Enon, because 
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thrrr 11':15 mncla wntrr therr, UIIIC'SS he prrformr,l tli(' rr 1·r·morcy 

hy im111crsio11? Why d,i Wl' read that orr our Lord's 1,cing 
bapti,c,1, he came, up straightway out of tl'lc ll'atcr, 1f lie wa; 
not i111mersccJ in the watrr? TIH·se consirl·cr,1tio11,, ,1 iili many o( 
a similar kind, !rave no rlonbt rn the minu of tlw impartial, 
that John's baptism was that of imm1·rsion. l'nrlecd the thing 
j; so e\'idrnt, that mairy of the most learned and candid amf,ng 
the frit'IHls of spri·nkling frnnkly aeknowl<'rlp:c it. ;\bny ir,­
~tancrs of this may be seen i·n fiotnu's P.1Eoo-ll,1Pr1s)1 
Ex A ~UN FD-, on the principles, concessions, and' reasonings rtf 
t/1e mo.,t fearned Pa:du-Captists. 

•• 13-Lit" it is a~kc<l whether bc·cause John cJippecl," it is nrces­
eary that in all regions of the world, men 11:nrl women must be 
dipp•1I, in order to be evangelically b-aptrsed ?" Is not this a. 
"Tery unnecessary inquiry? At least it admits of a very easy 
and apparently a very satisfactory answer. Is the moJe in 
which John baptised the scriptural mode? If so, as no person: 
'lias authority to make aheralions in a divine ordinance, it i~ 
nccrssary,_ that in all rrgions of the world, men and women 
must be dipped, to be evangelically baptised. 

" In the eastern countries bathi11gs were frequent ; bece.usc­
or the heat of the climate-, it was there necessary to clean­
liness ancl health : hut Clluld our climate, or a more northerly 
one admit of this with safety, for at least three fourths of th<! 
year 1 We may rest assured tl1at it could .not!" Here the 
Doctor is speaking of bathing; and he says, that our climate, 
or a more no£tht-rly one could not ad·mit of it with safety, for 
at least three fourths of the year. What has this to du with 
the business 1 Is there 110 dilfrrence between the common 
practice of bathing, and the ordinance of baptism ? That 
our climate will admit of baptism by immersion, at any sea­
son of the yrar, is plain from matter of fact. It is constant Iv 
admiuistl'rl'd· tu b'ltl~ mrn and women, in every seaslln of tl;e 
yrar;. anti always as for as the wrirr-r of this has c\·cr heard 
\\'ith perfect safety. Dues not Dr. Clarke know, tha~ in the 
more northerly chmate of n ussia, the ordin-ance is adminis­
terC'd by imm~rsi·on, and, that in the coldt>st season of the year; 
Nor du we hear of any dancrcrou.; consequences n::sultin<> 
fruni it. co "' 

"Ancl may we not prcsu1M that if Juhu had opened his cum• 
11 2 
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mi~~iun in the north of Great Tiritain, for many months t>f 
the year, he would have clipJll'd nLithcr l'n:rn nor woman, un­
lc•ss he would have procured a tepid bath I" Con~idering the 
character of John, the most r<'1tsonablc presumption i~, that 
whether he had opened hi-s commissiou in the north of lircat 
Britain, or in a murc northerly climat<', he would have bap­
tised in the way he was directed by him who ~cnt him to Imp• 
foe; and as this ll'as by immersion, that in this way he would 
ha\"C' baptisC'd, at any _season :if the year, and this too with• 
out a t,pid built. Dr. Clarke seC'ms frighted with the idea of 
imrnC'Jsion in our climate. It wns happy for him, that he did 
not !in• under the former d1spcnsation. Of the two initiatory 
.ordi nanns, that which prevailed under the law, or that which 
is institut~d in the Christian church, it may be presumed 
that, even in the north of Great Britain, he would choose tG 

submit to the latter. 
" Those who are dipped or immersed in water in_the name 

of the I-Joly Trinity, I .believe to be evangelically baptised." 
This is u11ir:ersally admitted. " Those who are washed, or 
~pri11kkd with water io the name of the Father, -and of th,­
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, I believe to be equally so. 
Othn, have a right to be_lieve the contrary, if they see g~od,'~ 
Dr. Clarke has undoubtedly a right \o his own belief. But 
his opinion concerning the validity of the baptism of thoso-
v. ho are only sprinkled, has no scriptur-:i support. 

" And the repe:ition of such a baptism 1 urlieve to be pro;. 
fone." ~o far from its being profane, for those who have only 
been sprinkled, to bi', on their con,·rr,ion to Christ, burie<l 
1,o,•11h him hy baptism into d,·ath, it is their indispensable duty·, 
1,1.11,I essential to their bccomino iu a ~criptural manner, his ;:, , 
r,,·,,ple. .· 

•· After all, it is the thing si5nifa·d an<I not the 111ode wl11ch. 
ih the essential part of the sacranwnt." 'lhc church o~ whi_ch 
the karned Dnctor is a memuc1· tell, us, that the tli111g s1g• 
Ai!i:·cl by baptism " is a Jcath unto sin, and a new birth unt_o 
cigi,teousuess." It likewise _infur~1s us_ that a sacran?c_nt 1s 
"an outll'nrd an<l v•s1blc oign of an rnward an<l sp1ntual 
grace." ·r lien, according to D_r. Clnrkc's a~counl, a <lc~th 
unto ,i11 an<l a 11<cw u1rth unto nght,·uus1H·ss, 15 the ess1•ntwl 
i-'Ul"l of au outwar<l an<l visiLk sign of an inward aud svirituil.l 
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grnc<'.• This sounds to common cars something o<ldly: prr• 
J1aps the ingrnious author can explain it. The Duct,1r h:ivin!l; 
thus clrarly proved that the thi11g .-;ignifie<l is the r,~cntial part 
of the sacrament, infers that 1hr mode i~ changc·abl(', It may 
be dipping, or wa,hing, or spriukling at the plrasure or cnn­
v.c:nicnce of the n·cipicnts. \'/hy does he not f,illuw up hi1 
pri11ciples, and like the Quakers say~ the thing significrl is alt: 
an<l that both <lipping anrl sprinkliRg being non-essential may 
be omittC'd. llut, accor<ling to his own church, " Baptism is 
an outward a11d visib:c sign, ordai11cd b!J Christ, of a death 
unto sin, an<l a new birth unto right<'Oll~ncs~," or, i11 the 
wor<ls of the venrrable As~embly, " llaptism is an holy or­
dina11ce instituted hg Cluis&, which by se11siMe signs,'' doth 
signify and ~ea! oui:, inJrafting into Chri~t, and partaking oi 
the benefits of the CQvcnants of grace; and our engagement to 
be the Lord's." Allowing the accuracy of these d~.'i.1itions, and 
ll'e suppose the Doctor will nut call thC'm in qul'~tion, iL i'i 
plain, that an. outward., 'l:isible, or seu.sible Jign is e~sential to 
the sacramC'nt. Our P~<lu-Bapti,t fricll.ds tlH·rdore, ha,·e only 
to prove, that w,ishing or sprinkling is the sign which was or• 
daine<l or i11stituted by Christ, and that infanb are partakl·rs, 
"of a_<lcath unto sin, and a new hinh unto ri~Lteousness :'' 
that they are ingrafled i:Jto Chri:ct, partakers of the benefits 
of the covenant of grace, and have cngage<l themsdves to bi! 
the Lord's; and their practice a11<l principles will be cleared 
from the cbargr. of inconsistency. This, we may venture lo 
say, has never yet bcrn dnnc: and it is t'vident that Dr. Clarke 
ft•cls 1t above his acknowledgedly grrat abilities. The fact is, 
the grcatrst of mrn cannot reconcile cuntrarit·tics, c.r explain. 
absurditirs: and it is much to be lamcnte<l, for their own 
sakfs, that they should e\'Cl" adopt a sislcm. that makes so. 
hopele~s an.atli:mp,t ut·cc.:s,;J.ry. • G. D. 

" If we take the defiiiiti!>n of a sacrament given by the 
A~sembly of DiYinrs, it will afford us nu help. " A sacrd.• 
mcnt," they say, " is an holy ordiuance, instituted by Christ, 
wherein, by sensible signs, Chn~t and the benr-fits of the 
New Cownant are rrprcsented, sealed und applitd to belie• 
Yers." Shorter Catcchiirn. Qul'st. 9~. 
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COMFORT and ADVICE: to tl,c CIHI.DnEN Oii' COr.t, 
'Wl1cn under SPIHITUAL DAHKNl~SS. 

( 111 a l.ct/cr to M l'rmul.J 
DEAn. TIROTIIEn, 

I have considC'rC'd your rC'llrnrks on the 1listribution of­
J1,,ligiom Tracts; an<l I nm comincnl, that, wirh a divine 
bks,ing, it may have a very beneficial dl.:ct. ThC' circulation. 
of such Tracts, may be the mC'ans 0f reclaiming the l'iciolis,. 
of ~trmcrthcning the wr11k, and of dircctincr inquirincr souls to 
the- trutl1s that make for their everlasting pracc-. Ma°ny Tracts, 
havc, I doubt not, afforded a reviving cor<lial to the people -of 
God, on beds of languishing, or sHpportcd thrm in the ):wur­
of temrtation. when they have been almo~t ready t" despai!', 
I confrss that I have yet done \i,ttlc iu distributing thcsf! chcap­
mission:,ri,,.s. I pray God to pardon my past nrgligence, ancl 
to C'llablc me in future, to be more active an,l us1·ful. 

I am pleased to learn from your letter, tJ.iat your bodily 
l1ealth and outll'ard circumstances are such as call' for gra,. 
titudc; but I am pPculiarly sorry to hear you complain that 
:your soul <lors not -prosper. The prosperity of the immortal 
soul is of all prosperity the most to be desired. J sympathisr,. 
therefore, most unfrignedly with your state, when you com­
plain, that, from day to da:,-·, y1•a, from month co month; you 
labour undl'r deadness of soul, and inward clou ht and darknessr 
Happy should I be, if I should be enabled to say anything 
that might rC'lievc you. But what s_haU I say? Allow me, 
my dear 1.,rotlier, to ask-Is th,m~ not -a ca\lse? This unhappy 
state of mind grnerally arises either from the persons' indulging 
in some secret iniquities~ or from habitually living below his 
pri,ileges. I hope better things of you, than to suppose the 
former is your case. I trust you <litre not cc>mmit any known 
sin, nor omit any known duty. • You do not, J am ptrsuackcl, 
neglect the reading of your bil,le, or attending the public and 
pri,·atc means of grace; such _.as senct prayer, meditation, 
sdf-examin;;.tion, &ud daily r"atchfulncss. Without a consci• 
cntious regard to these du tic~, communion and fellowship with 
God cannot l,e maintained \ and most pl'rsons in a state of 
declension, can gc11nally trace it. progress, from sins of omis· 
~ion to sins 1.,f commission. Hence tlie c\·idcuccs of an intcre,t 
in Christ become c.loudcd, and kars arise n·s.pecting the saf~1y 
(If Luc state. The c11cmy come~ in Hkc a t1ood, an<l dnv~• 
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thC'm from doubt to despondl'ncy; and, awful to T('latr, loo 
often from dcspond1·ncy to dc,pcration. How salutary then 
tbc Ulhice of good Joh11 Bunyan: 

"Dewan• of sin, then; crnsh it at the door: 
''' If once 'tis in, it may go out no more," 

But, my brother, I shonl<l rather suppose, that yonr clistrC's'.l 
arises from living br.low your privileges as a believer, and 
l1umble follower of Jcrns Christ. You do not, I fear, realize 
rn your soul, all the comfort which that glorious declarntio~ 
of divine truth, "Christ loved me, and gave himself for me," 
warrants you to enjoy. Reflect on this glorious and soul-re­
viving truth, until yon can say with Paul, ·• The love of Christ 
cons.raineth me." Think seriously on that cheering pas5age, 
"'The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin." .l\led-itate 
often on the unsearchable riches oi Christ. Think of !'he 
heights, the depths, the lcn~th, the bread1h oT the love of 
Christ, Contempl_ate the heights of his exalratio11 before he 
became incarnate; and the depth~ of his humiliation, w hc-n he 
who \\'as in the form of Got.I, made himself of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a S('rvant. RecolleeL his tears, 
groans, sweat, and blood, His love was stronger than death­
Who can fathom its e11trnt !-It reaches oot only the vile, bot 
to the vi-lest of the vile; it inspires him even on the cross, to 
pray for hii; mur<l('rers, "}~ather, furgive thc·m." Hear him in 
bis word detlare, "All manner of sin and bla.5phemy shall be 
forgiven." R(•ad the apostle's assurance. " Christ is alilc to 
save to the uttermost ( that is, sinners of the c!ccpcst stn.io. 
llis Joye is broacl as the Wtll'lt.l; it ,·caches from sea to :;ta; 
it nevl'r past by one, ot il would have past Liy me. " Go" 
saicf the Redeemer, " preach my gospel to every creature." 
'j'he length, of his love extends from the first a.~e of the world 
to the ent.l of tiJl)e: nay, it docs not stop thC're, but runs pa­
rallel wi.th the duratio11 of eternity itself. "The mercy of the 
Lort.1 is from everlasting to ,everla,ting, to them that fc:ar him, 
to such as krrp his covenant, and rcuwmber his comman<l­
ments to do them:' Think much, my dcsponding frirn<l, on 
this soul•reviving subject,a11d take to yourself all the comfort 
which it is a<laptcd to afford. 
. By living below your privileges, you injure your soul, by 
mdulging unreasonable doubts and uubclic,iug frurs, like the 
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cfociplt•s in thr ship and afraid of ~inki11g. your faith fai!~ you, 
llow uncomlortabll' 1s such a stnlC' of bondage-! 1t f•ll'b1ds tlie 
<'ntrann' of all con,olat ion, of all jny and peace.-ls this 
chri>lianity~ l>llC'o God 11ish for trembling slaves to scne 
him? No; Go<l will never accept such senicc; it stands 
oppo~ed to the ~pirit of our hu1y rl'ligion, "Go<l," ~ays the 
apostle-," has not givl'n us the spirit of fear; bul of rw,ver, 
and of loVC', and of a sound mi nil." Then frar -thou not, 
sincere chri,ti.m. Fear not God with a slavi,h fear;· for he is 
thy rcconci]('d Father. Fear i;ot man; for thy God ,rules over 
all. Fear not the devil; for he is a conqncred foe. • Fear 
110t cll'alh; for Chri,t has taken away its sting. fear not hcH; 
for Christ has delivered you from the \frath to come. It is dis­
honourable tn God to fear any of these things. It is mis­
trusting his powl'r c>r his faithfulness. Jt is saying that God 
is l'ither u11able or unwilling to save me. l\Iy dear frienJ, 
you stand in slippery places. A believer, may, at times, 
have his doubt, and his fears. But to bbour under them 
fur months tog<'lher is much below his char:.icter. Let rne 
in,reat you lo n•r,cw your covt·n:rnt engagt•mrnts with God. 
Belicvrhis \\ or<l. Trn;t in his promises. Rely on his veracity. 
lie has almighty powl'r to save, Ile, is faithful \\ ho has pn>-
misecl. ,: ·c , 

.My drar Brother, I have selectcJ a number o-f cxceccling, 
g~eat ancl precinus promise~, which' are the daily curDfort of. 
my O\\'n soul. \\'ill you prrmit me to Tqucst yot> to read 
them @vrr v,-ry frequently and to meditate on them very con­
stantly and seriously. And by the blessing of God, may the 
pC'rusal of them dissipate your doubts and resturo peace tl), 

your drooping soul. 
Are you ll'ln~Jtetl? then pernse, Rom. viii. 3i.-xvi. 20. 

l\Ial. iv. 2. Phil. i. 6. ha. xxxv1 3,-:-lii. 45.-xlvi- 5.~ 
:xlix. 14-·16. Prov. xv,. 9. 1 Pet. i 7~ Gal. iii; 13. 
IIeb, iv. 14.-ix. 24. J Cor. x. 13. James iv. i, Zech, 
:x. 12. .'2 l'l't. i. 8. 1 Tbcs. v. 23,. Psa, cxxxviii, 8,-· 
lxxiii. 26. 2 C0r. xii. 9, 

Do you want stn·ngth, cnnragi and rC'solulioR ? C_ons11lt.,.. 
Isa. xii. 8.-xlv. 26.-xl. '29, 2 Tim. i. 7, Job, XYii. 9. 
Jame~ i,·, G. 2 Thcss. iii. 3. Psu. xciv. J 8.-ciii. 13 •. 
Lam. iii. 24. llcb, ix. H 1 15.-ii. 18. Luke .xi, J3~ 



Do yon desire to be fruitful anti increase. iH grace? P.PaJ 
Psn. i. 2-lxxxiv. 7. 

Are you afrai<l that you shall not hohl flUt to the t-nr!? 
Read the following gracious promists amd friir not. John x. 
!78,-xiv. 1-23. 2 Pl'l ii. 9, iv. 10. Psa. xlviii. 14.­
xc. 12.-xxxi. 24. Gen. xv. i. Isa. xxx. 10.-xlii. 3.­
xli. 10. 1 Cor. i. 8.-i 30. Rev. v. 9. I-11·li. i. l .J..­
viii. 10.-xiii.-vii. 25. Jcv. xxxi. 12.-Rom. ,iii. 38. 
J Pet. i. 5.-i. 18. Exod: xxxiii. 14, Deut. xxxiii. ?.7. 
Col. iii. 3, 4-. I John iv. 4,, llos, xi~. 5. Prnv. iv. 8. 
JuC:e• 24. Eph. i. 7, 

If what I hue wFitten, together with the careful permal of 
these blessed texts of scripture, do your soul good, you will 
l1ave the benefit: I 6hall have my reward, and let God have 
all the glory. 

LINCOLNSHIRE, 

Aug. 18.12. 

Your's, most sincerely. 

To the EDITOR of the G. B. R, 

DEAR Srn, 

H. E. 

If you, or any of your corrcspondmtss, wou1d favnur me 
with a ft!w explanatory and practical remarks on Ecclesiastes 
:xi. 1. " Cast thy bread upon the waters ; for thou sbalt 
.find it after many days." it would much oblige a. 

CoNsTA:NT READLR, 

GENERAL BAPTIST OCCURENCES. 
OBITUARY. 

On the 6th. of July, 1812, died Lhc Rev. J. W. Gonn.rnn; 
forn1Prly minister of the G. B. Church at llkiston in Dnbv­
s~1ire ;_ but Lhe last nine years of his life wrrc spent in the ~l\._ 
,·ice ot the G. B. church at Rotlih-y, in Leicestershire. lie 
wns a. ma11 of consi<l~rnl.Jle abilities, an<l his prrnching Ycry 
close and argutot'lllallH', 

T!ic form( part of liis lifo was a scPnc of consiJt>ralilc pn­
plex1ty ~u<l 1rouuk; but hi, hitter years wcra rnud1 mon: ~l'-
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t<'nr ;_ :m,l W<'r<' sp!'ut in u way consistent with thr grrnt work 
in" h1ch he was l'11g:1gl'd, 

1 fo hralt h haJ bl'c11 ,isibly declining some tim<', ThC' last 
l.ord's clay lhat hl' prcachrd, his subjects ,1•prc the ordinances 
oi Baptism and the Lonl's Supprr, I le .ddi,·C'rl'(l thl'se dis­
courses ,1 ith an energy which surprized many of his hearer~, 
though they lit1lc thought it would be his last labour among 
th!'m. The next day, his dropsical symptoms became mo1..J' 
alarming; :rnd in spitl' of all tnl'<lical 11s,istance he sunk und1•r 
them in about a month; during ,1hich time his faith was un­
sl1akc11, and his hope firm an<l strong. • ~ 

D!'crm. 81h. 1SI2, departl'd this life, Mr. HENRY BotL­
MANN, of Birmingham, a youth about twenty years old. He 
was not a member of the G. B. Church, being prevented from 
joining it by an abscess, of which, after lingering some months1 

he died. There wrre several traits i1t the character of thi--s 
young rnau truly amiable, and worth the practical attention of 
}Oung professors. . 

lfo had cnjoy<'d a liberal education; to which was added 
the kn0\1:ledg,· of the true God an,1 Jesus Christ whom he bath 
rent, which was· 1:vj11ccd by its influence upon his disposition, 
and conduct. As he laboured to cultivate a tender eon,,c.ience, 
it caust'd him to be much guarded in his social intervii!ws-. 
lie durst n1;t indulge in trifling discourse, and unprofita61tt 
comcrsalion; yl'I was he becomingly cheerful, an.cl ~hewod 
that wi,dorn's 11ays arc in<lt'td pk•asantncss. In his last mo-, 
mcnts of dl'ep affliction, he w::is an example of christian pa­
tience and holy resignation. Su far from repining at the dis­
pensations of <livine Pro-,·idi:nce, he-had a full persuasion that 
God would do right. His confi<lence in Christ's Llceding sa­
crifice was strong, '' I ha,·c a goud hope through grace," was 
l1is dying language. llis ardent desire was, that others, when 
hcoughl into similar circu-mstancl's, should- be able to adopt 
the ,amc> chcl'ring language•, 'J1his led him suitably to adclTrss 
thusc 1, ho attC'nded 1nm in his la;;t hou1·s, urging siml('rs to 
Sl'l'K tiie lore!, an<l sa:nts lo pl'rsevc-re. It was gratifying 
tliuugh afkcting, to hear him <ldivl'r his Inst charge to an only 
si,;,·r. I Jc, ga1·1· hrr his bible and foelingly exhortl'd her to 
l'l'ad it, ,111d atl<'nrl upon the public means of gracr; pressing 
i-L up"~: h~·i: uy c9midcratiun~ <lrnwn from. death and 1:Lc,rnity. 
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lilt. Cltcatlc nd<lrrs~rd a scriou.~ n11;J aITrctNl nu,lirnrn on the 
occasion of his death, from 1 Corin! h .. '<v. 57." Thanks Le to 
God, who giveth us the victory, through our Lord .ksu~ 
Christ." l\lay the contluc,t of thi~ youth long live in the re• 
mcmbrnnce of his fricuds, and engage them, like him, to seek 
first the kingdom of God. 

Died Dec. 18th. 1812, 1\Irs. MAllY TAYLor::, wife of l\fl', 
D. Taylor, of London; in the forty second yl'aT of her agr. 
l\lrs. T. had the gTl'llt adrnnta-ge of a pious and moral C',luca• 
1ion. Her parrnts were rrspectahlc mc·mhcr'i of the G. B. 
Church, mrcting in Church Lane, White, hapel, London; at 
which place of worship she comtantly attended ,luring her 
·childhood and youth. She was baptizrcl and rccl'ivrcl into 
frllowship, A. D. 1793, The account which shL: thl'n ga,c of 
the work of· divine grace on hr-r son!, 11 rittcn by her:;rlf, garn 
grrat pleasure; and h<'r following lifo and co1wcrsa:io11 exhi• 
bited good proof that her experience was gmninr. _ l\Irs. T.'s 
former husuaud was O11e of our <ll'aco11s, nnd appeared as like­
ly to rise to eminc•ncc in that imporlant office as must who are 
called to it. But he was taken away, eleven yC'ars llgo, by 
~Jcath, 11·hc·n a young 111,rn, It is generally well known, that 
his death was attPnded with some wry afflictive circumstances. 
Mrs. T.'s fortitude anrl patiencr, in that and some other severe 
trials, have frequently uet•n mentioned, uy her intimate fril'nd,, 

' to the advantage of her christian character. She end urerl them 
with :i. christian firmness, and with an apparrnt conhdct1cc in 
thll.t holy and wise God; who presides over all, and orders all 
things wdl. 

l\lrs."T.':. only .ground of hope was the atoning ~acrificc of 
the Lo·rd Jesus Christ; and that preaching by which the Lord 
Jesus Christ was not exalted wa~ to her imipi<l an<l unsatifac­
tory. Bu,t 1,he knew that the doctrine of Christ is a" doctrine: 
according to godlfoess ;" and was thl'reforc strcnu0us in her 
regards for practical rr.ligion.-She r"H'rl'nced Lhc Lord's 
day; anti was careful not only to attend public worship on 
t~at day, but also to employ the other parts of it in the cxcr­
~1scs·.of d(!votion. Of this I was the witness of many pleasing 
mstancc,; .and -some that were remarkable and uncommon. 

It is well knowt1, that Ly the advice of a medicnl crcntleman 
in Wiltshire, my <laughter Smedley came to Londo~ the last 
:I\J.i<lsummc-r, and died with us.1 as mentioned in the la,t G. B. 
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R('poiitor)", Till that time, rny <h•ar wife wb.s very cl1ccrM1 
but was nen•r well afterwards, Whether she cauaht Mrs 
Smedlcy's disordcr1 as many appr~hentled, I pretc1~I hot t~ 
ntli rm. But her health, from that time, began gradually lo 
dl'cllll(', 

In her hl'alth, she frequently obscrvcrl, and repeate<I it to hrr 
t)hysician, that '' &he was afrai,I of the pain, of death .; but not 
oi' its consequl'nces," Jn this, how<.>vcr, the goodness of God 
t-> hC'r was strikingly manifc.;t, I had ldt her, fur a few mo­
ments, to dirt·ct some family concC'rns; she assured me, when 
I h·ft her, that she had no pain at all. I was almost immedi• 
udy called up to her, on her app:•aring, unexpectedly, to 
change for d<.>ath. Th<.> monll'nt I saw hl'r, the change to me 
was evident. We knerkd down by tht! beJside to commend 
J1cr spirit to the Lord in prayrr. We rose .from O\tr knees 
wry soon. And I think she only gasped twice afterwards, 
"'i thout a struggle, or sigh, or groan, she closed her eyrs as 
though she had been literally going to slrep. Blessed be the 
Lord! 

The great Disposer of evrnts bas in this visitation seen it 
wi,c anJ good to cxe1,:ise me with a great trial. My duty 
is, to '' be still, and to know that he i, God;" to be'' dumb• 
:md not to open my mouth-; b<!cause he hath ·done it/' To him 
·be ercrfasting praises, Amen. 

'CON FERE~ CES.~ 

The LmcEsTERSIIIRE CONFERENCE was lreld at Lo1tg~o­
ro11g!t, St•pt. 29, 1812, The ministers present ,~ere l\lessrs. 
Smith, Sten•mon, Ingham, Pyke, •Pollard, Fclkin, J. Smith, 
Barrow, Hoe, Hatton, :Oranc~, and Green. At this Con• 
frrencC', was presented ,a case from Derby; stating the loss 
sust.i,inc(I in 1he Ea~t ·by the fire at Scrarnpore: and it was 
aloo furtlicr agreed ; that a letter, recommending the case• 
sl,ould be inserted in the G. B. R. and Mr. Pyke was re• 
Gucstl'd to write it. (See G. B. H. Vol.,. p, '.26.) 

The Chur<:h at Barton enquire::<l what is proper to be done 
by the connection in the case of Nantwich? }'lr. Deacon gave 
tl1c co11fr1cncc an accouut of a journey he .ha<l made to Nant• 
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,,ich nnJ nnllertakcn al the rC'qucst of the church at Tiarlcm, 
fr,,m' \\•hich it appca.ll'cl, tli,1t there is a chapel tlicre bclong1ng 
to the G. Irs. and that only two Trust,!eS survive, the church 
ha,in~ become entirely l'xtinct. It was n~rrPd, that Plcvcn 
JJ('rso;1, be chosen as Trustl·cs lo whom tl,c chapel may be con­
,·eycd. Mr. H. Smith was_ requested to take a journt'/ 10 

Nantwich, lo make cnqu1rrts- and forwardthc bu,1rws,: ,c­
wral of the hrethn:n present engaging Lo be rcspon~ible for tl1e 

cxpenccs. 
'fhe Church of Kegworth and Discworth complained of a. 

deficiency of mini~tcrial aicl, ai1d were ad,·iscd to write to the 
churches. . : 

This conference met again, nt Kegwortlt, Dec, 29, 131'2. 
'fhc mi1iist'crs present ,,·t·rc Messrs. Pollard, Fclkiu, Ingham, 
ryk<', Strvenson, Smith, Pick<;ring. J. Smith, Wc,tlcy. 
Wildrrs, llrand, Green, I-Joe, Tarrat, and Green. 

Tlic result of l\Ir. Smith's journey to Nantwich was re­
ported to th • meC"tin;!, an<l it appeared tbat l\Ir. Madox, one 
of the two sun·iving TrusteC's, seemed unwilling to convey the 
chapel to Trustees, appointc•d by the Ll'iccstcrshirc Con­
frrence, a5 had bet·n proposed; nor docs it appear tl1at the 
deed will admit of it, since it directs them to be. chosen in 
Nantwich. The Conference requested l\Ir. Stc,en~on to g-o 
to Nantwich, and to stay two Lor<l's Days. It also desired 
Mr. Heard to advance £1.5 out of the Itinerant Fund, to de­
fray the cxpcnccs incurred by the supply of Naut1\ich; and 
engaged to refund it, if the Association object co ·the appro­
bation. 

l\lr. Smith ha.viHg rccci,·c(l a letter from J\fr. Jamcg Taylor, 
relative to the G. n. rause in th<, ble of Axholmc-, ~Ir. 
beacon was de,ircd to write to the friend. at Epworth, &c. 
inl'ormino them of Mr. Pickcrin.,'s intended vi,it;-Jt was en­
quired \\~lich of the Dissenters' CommittCl'S is most worthy of 
support? l3ut the discussion of this cas<! was rdcrn:d till the 
next,.Confcrcnce. 

The next .Conference to be at ArddeaC!m-[ane, Lticesfcr, 
on the Tuesday in Whitsun TVeek. l\h:ssr,;. Pickerin" and 
Ch<'atlc to pre1ieh. Inn, Ulack Lion, Iklgra,c Gate. " 

The Yo1u,s11ntE CoN FEREXCE nwt ,lt Carnley, l\Iarch 30, 
181'2. Mr. Jam~s Taylor preached from Homans Xiv. 19. 
fo ans~vcr to the question left for consid~'ration (see G. 13. R. 

I 
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vol. i,·. pag<'_ 272.) "What conduct oughl n cl,urch to pntwe 
towuds an msanc m<'mbcr 1 It was thought. Ly thc- mujurity, 
lw,t to suspend such a member from the Lur<l's tubli• nn<l nut 
.._,xcludc him. ' ' 

This ConfC"rc-ncc met ngnin, nt S1,ore, June 15th 1812, 
:Mr. James Hodgson pn·nrhe<l from Arts i,·. 12, A 1,·llcr 
t>rcpared for tlw a,~ociation b)'. l\lr. James Taylor, ooncl'rniua 
the academy, "as npprO\·ed this meeting. • 

The next mre1i11p, wa~; at Macie, 'oct. 12, 1612. Mr, 
Joseph Ellis prc11chcd from Jer. vii. 2. l\Jr. Ellis su,rnestrd 
the propriety uf aff<.ir.ling some mini~tcrial aid to the J~lc of 
Axholme; and l\lr. Janw~ Taylor wus directed tu write tu 
Mr. H. Smith on thr subJl'Ct. 

The last mecti11~ of this cot1f Prcnce was at Bircliescliff. 
Dec. 25, l!U. Mr. George Andrews.preached froiu John 
iii. 17, 18, This mreting rt>commcnded it to all tl1e churches 
to make a collcction 1 :md divide It equally Let11e<•n the Aca• 
d<'my and Itinerant Fund, All the m!nist<'rs \\~re desired to 
gh·e their sentin1cnts on the following qu<·stion, at next mcc·t­
ing, ,·iz. " UnJer what circumsta.nces is a p<'rson at !ibrrty 
to lea,·e one church and join another? and bow ought such 
person and -both t-he chu1·chcs concerned, to proceed in tlrn 
cascl 

A"\;'~UAY. ,AS!!OCJATION". 

Tin: Annual Associatir,11, this year, was held at Wisbcaeh, 
Cambridgeshire1 June 23, 24, and '25; 181~- l\lr. D. Taylor 
was cho5e11 chairman; and l\ll'ssrs. It. Smith and W. Fdkiu 
Mo<lerators. On the W<·dnesday morning, Mr. W. Taylor 
opened the public s<•rvice with prayer, l\lt. D. Taylor preacl1ed1 

from Amos iii. 3, " Can two walk together except they Le 
a••recd." In the nfternoon; ~I r. T, Stevenson prayed, and 
J.\'lr. R. Smith delirnrecl a discourse, from 2 Cor. iv. 5. " We 
preach not ourselves, but Chri;t Jesus the Lord; and ourselves 
JOUr scnants fur Jrsus' sak'.~•" On Thurs~ay e,•ening_, l\lr; 
Ellis prayed, and Mr. Fclk!u })rcachcll, from John x11. 26, 
" If any man scn·e m~, let h11~.1 follow me l and whcte I am, 
thrre shall also r:!"f servant be. 

The churches in tl:c nrw cor.nection now amount to fifty­
ciaht. Within the last year, there have been baptizcd,. three 
h~ndrcd and sevcmty-~ix ; thirty-six have been rcston~rl, io.nd­
O!lC hunJrcd and 1;ti11c have died, The pmcnl number of 
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mcmbrrs arc five thousand, seven hundred and forty six; ;i,l](l 
iii<· cil'ar increase tl11s yea1· has been two hundred a11rl ~c­
,enry five. 

It nppeilrs, fr,1m the account of the stafC's of the srv<·ral 
churches, read ut !l,is association, tltat rc·ligion i~. in many 
placrs, on rhe aclvnncc. In some in~tances the 1111mbu ,,~ 
thn~e whri have join<"d the churcnrs l,a~ been n•ry encoura­
ging, and the. hrr,rers arc numerous ancl att<'ntivc_. . _We aye 

5orry, that, tills 1s II(;! more w·n!'l',dly the casC'. D1nsrnn, 111 

cl,urches, anti quarrels among church mem6t•rs, ha,c a rno5t 
unhappy influence in preventing the coRver~ion or sinnl'I'~. 
l\lay they b.e more conscientiou~ly avoider!. It gi,-cs us plca.-
5ure to lintl that valuable institution the Ttino'/ll1t Fund ;ip­

pcars, to obtain encreasing import. The collections and con­
tributions in nitl of this Fund, received at this association, 
a111CJuntcd to £58. 17s. Sd. 

JTINERA XT FUND. 

As several of our readers may lie unacquainted with the ex­
istence and nature of this fund, it is presumer!, that the follow­
ing particulars may be acn,ptablc. 

At the London Association in 1810, the cases of several de­
cayed churches in Lincolnshire were considereJ, It seemed 
desira!Jle by most, that some mi-.istrr should go ancl labour 
among them for a few weeks; but the query that has damped 
so many good designs was suggested on this occasion: " How 
shall the expe11ces be defrayed ?-To this a friend observed, that 
it would be well if a fund could be established for the express 
purpose of meeting such <temands. The hrnt was approved 
anti a subsrriptinn opened, which soon amounted to £ I 5, 
and the (urthcr arrangement of the plan 11·as refi:rrcd to the 
next year. 

In 18 l l, bhe !\1clbourn Association re,umctl the subject, and 
after much tlcli'i>erntion. resolved-That a fund should be cs• 
lahlis~ed for the general purpose of spreading the gospel :­
that 1t should be raised by th~ voluntary contri!Jutions of 
churches and indi1·itluals.-That the mana_gemcnt, U[lplicalion 
and cl istribution of it should be vc,ted in the annual Associa­
tiun.--:that l\Ir, John Heard be trri\5Urer,~and that l\lr. John 
Uak.cwcll~ of Ca~tlc Donington,- t\Ir. J1.1h11 Bissill, of Sutterton,. 

l 2. 
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:rnd l\fr. \\'illia!Jl Ingham, nf I lqiton Stall Slack, to be dcsirrrl 
tu n·ccmmcnd it in 1hcir rc~pl'ctive !li~tricts nnd rccch·c 
cv,tnb11ti<'ll'', and rC'mit thc-m tu the treasurer. , 

Thi~ was the formation of an institution, "'hich, from the 
l:t>l r;tl support received lit the last association, promises to be 
<'f !!rcat mcfulnrss lo the G. B. cans,·. We heartily rcconi• 
mr:al it to the all<"ntion of the cll\lrchcs: and hope tbcy will 
c:-.crt themselves iu lb ai<l, before the next association, 

'!IHF.TI~O OF SU:-1DAY scuoor. DELEC1A'fFS, 

On Tu,sday, :\Jay 191h. 181'2, the sixth ,Jssembly of T,"u,1-
fffs from tl,c G. IJ. ,~w1day Schools in the 1'li<lland Counties, 
\\::s hrl(! at Loughborongh, and was \~·ell attended. The ac­
counts from several of tbe schools were gratifying, and calcu-
1.,,vd to stimulate to cncrca,cd activity and exi•rtion. Several 
di,uissicns touk place, relating to the best method of le:ich111g 
\':riting,-on conducting T(':ichcr's me<'Ling,,-n11J on commu-
11:cating religious i11struction to the children, which it is hoped 
would be beneficial. The importance of opening and con­
cluding the hours of school with prayer was strongly enforcC'd; 
and the pr:ictice recommC'nded by the Assembly, as being an 
cssl'ntial part ofchristian duty,nnd as tending to impress their 
r.1inrls with srrious:1rss, and to direct their thoughts to the 
gn .i.t l'onntain of C'Vrry goocl. On the 9uc·stio11 being JJUt, 
,1 h<·tl:C'r the advantag<'s resulting frum this annual meeting, 
wnc such as to make its continuance desirable, it appeared to 
l>c tl~c unanimous opinion, that it had been, and still con­
tinued to b{>, hi6hly useful to mc:st of the schools; and it wns 
rcsclvcd, that it be continued to.,Je hrld as usual. It was nh:o 
resolved, that, as a more genl'ral attendance of the Tencht•rs 
would rncreasc the utjlity of the meeting, all the Teachers of 
G. J3. ,chool, \1hu attl'r,d sh«ll he allo\\'ed to votr, and not the 
)', Jlfl'ol'lllariw•s only. Jn the afternoon, l\Ir. Stevenson dcli­
\('J'<'O hll animated addrt'S~ to the T!'achcrs, encouraging th<'m 
tu prc,cvl'd 11ith zeal and ardour in their great and important 
undl·rtaL.jng. 

'J'bc unr .issrmb!y to be at Lnughboruugh on \\"hit-Tues• 
rla, 18 I :3, at tl'II o'clock: a11d it i~ wi,hr.d, that the state· 
rn/,;:·, uf the :;ch0ob m.iy b(' f11rwar<lccl to Mr. F. Dcacc•n 
L,..·,cc:ttr; a \\CKk Lefore the Ascemuly mccb, 
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REPRESENTATIVES-

-------·--·--:- -- --- -11-------
P.urto!l - - - - ... 
•lleeston - - • • -
'flarleston - • • - -
Bassford- - •• - -
Cast!" Donington -
•Cauldwell - - • -
•Derby • • • • • -
Diseworth •• - • • 
Hinkley - •••• 
II u~glescote- - • -
Jlkiston - • - - • -
Kegworth • • • • -
Leake - • - - - - • 
Leicester- · 
-Archdeacou-lane 
-Friar-land- - • -
"' Longford· - • - -
Longw hat ton • • -
Loughborough • • 
J\telboum - ••• -
Nottingham • - •• 
New Bassford • - • 
*New Thorpe - - -
Normanton. - • - • 
Packi,~gton ... - .... 
Quornclon-. - - • 
Rothley ..•. - • 
Sawley •..... 
"Smalley • - - - -
•Sutton Ash6eld . 
•Thurlston. 
Ticknall .....• 
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6f,: 15 2 
90 13 
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160191152 3&7 
173 8 7 29 .'.l2 1 
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96 19 
84 31• 
52 13 

150 18 
52 7 
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2 65 S 19 13 
4333 417 

30 28 6 

·127 7 5 20 13 5 
Wimcs·,;ould • - • 4.5 8 J 11 2 6 2 
Wolvey •••. - . 128 26 
Woodhonse- . . • 34 7 14 12 

J. Fo:s, 
Letter. 
T, Soar, Wm. Kelham. 

[J. Olivei,. 
1 \Vm. Rarrowtli~, Jun. 
1 R. Shipman. 

J • New berry, 
T, Potter. 
J. St11bbs. 

S J, Hallam. 

t J-. Thorpe. 
F. Deacon, J, Bout. 

W. Coolr, H. Ball, 
2 J. Miller, W. Newham, 
3 J. Earp, W. Adc,,ck. 
.2 J. Kiugstcn, C. George, 

T, Gnruley. 

T. Smith. 
Letter. [Ia,,T. 

3 W. Mausf-ielcl, T . .Pol• 
J. North. 
G. MarsbJll. 

.f. Emith. 
W. Goodacre. 
Letter. 
W. King>ton. 

-- - - -- --1---------
5683 4"f:7jfi7 550 5G(si90 tG 

t Those marked thus.* ha,ini? made no rernros tl,is year, 1he lltUJT• 

be,; arc tilk~n from the last re11ort. 
I ~ 
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flllE AT SEHA:'IIPOHE. 

The fullo" ing varticulars or the fir!' at Sl'rnmporr, mC'n­
tioned in our la~t numlwr, lmv<! bcl'n collected from 11.e latl•,t 
account, from the l\li~~i,imu-ics, anu will, we trust, be interest­
ing to our rc:ukrs. 

ThC' lirl' was probably caused by n coal falling unperceived 
bcn(:u th a Sl't of shl'hcs full of Engli~h p111kr. Tl,e articles 
co·mumc,I, were upwards of 1400 renms of English paper; a 
cunsidcrnLlc quantity of Patna and other pnper; 44o0 pounds 
of English types; a double fount of Greek, •a small o_ne of 
Hebrew; 1 '2 founts in the• difrcrrnt lnuiun languages, inducling 
a fount of P<'rsi:rn, \\Orth £375, a valuable fount of Arabic; 
anJ a uoublc fount of Nagree, weighing 1600 pound; all the 
cases, frames aud printing utensils which acconq:,anicd them; 
Loob in Ya.rious languagc·s to the amount of £625 ; manu­
~cripts to the rn\ue of £75; the building itself, l'stimatecl 
at £l000; and tbe fixtures: The whole l,iss, exclusive of 
t!if: fixturl's and building, is reckoned at £57 50 sterling. 

On examining the rubbish, there were found the stee.l 
punches of all the Indian languages, uninjured by the flames. 
To have replaced these, bcsidrs the ex pence, would have occa­
siont-d a delay of six years. The metal also of ,vhich the types 
wrrc compose:d, was tounrl among the ruins, mclte:d into large 
flakes, to the amount of nearly three tons and a ha!£. Thus 
£nrouraged, the second day after the fire, the 1\-lissionarics laid 
thl'ir plans for future operations, liegan to recast their typ1•s, 
ancl so t'arlJ as the 26th, of April harl their presst·ll at work, 
·with tlic recast types, on the 1-Iincloosthanl'e and Orissa tram,• 
l:1tior.s. The loss of the manuscripts will lie replaced with the 
greatest clifliculty. l\lr. Carry will be obliged to rcti'ace many 
:.ir<luous steps ancl spend many toilsome hours, before they are 
re,torcu. But this Ycncrable ma11 is resuming his labours with 
hi:; usual indefatigable inclustry anti unruffiecl equanimity, 
" The grouJHI," says he, " must be trod over_ agai1_1; but, as 
tran·lling a road the second time, howrvn painful 1t may be, 
is mually J<,me with greatn ease and certainty, than we _tr.av_el 
it fur the first Lime; so I trust the work will lose nothrng m 
rL·al ,aluc, nor will it be much r<'tarued by this distres~ing 
t:nitl; fuI we shall begin printing in. all the langnagrs the 
11io1mut type;; ure r,rrpareJ. "To cause us Lo llisi~t from our 
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work, !'\'en in thl' 1,·n~t 1lcgr<'e," say~ ]\fr. Marshman, Ma1·d1 
251h," was e,idl'11tly not tlw dC'~i_g,i of thi& providcnC"e. Tlie 
saving of the prPsses and of 1l1e mr,tricrs, and the recovc:y vf 
tl,e p~d1es and mc·ll,·d ml'tal, witb a nuilding ready fur us<>, 
seem to biJ us go forwarcl, nnd this we arc doing with all dili­
g1•11cc. We have neatly lini,hl'd casting the Tamul alrl'ady; 
1111d shall be able to cast a fount, or m·arly so, every fortnigl, 1. 

The printing of die scriptures, therdorC', will not suff', r a. 
month's interruption, the joy of which makes us almo,t over• 
louk every thing else." " In a few more weeks, I hope our 
presses will be going again night 11.nd day.'' 

. While these zealous men arc thus exC'rting thrmsclves in Jr. .. 
dia, we are happy to hinc the authority of the Com mi tee of 
the Baptist !\I issionary Society for stating, that, by I he very 
prompt and liberal exertions of the friends of the Strip1u1•es in 
England, they consider the loss sustained hy the fire ~t Scram­
pore now full!/ repaired. The first news of this affecting pro­
vidence was received, Sep. 9, 1612, and the above cleclaration 

.co:nmittee is dated, Nov. 10, 1812: so tbat the whole 
amount was collected in the short spac.c of two months. ln 
this labour of lo,·e, we arc pleased to learn, that many of the 
G. B. churches have participated. We hope, in -our next, to 
record the particulars of their co11'1'ributions. 

Rli:VIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

Sr.tP DISC.LAIMED AND CHRIST EXALTED: a Sermon preacTi­
td at Pliilidelpl,,ia, before J/,e Sy11od of N<w York, May 25, 
)758, by Davm BosTWICK, 1\1. A. Printed for J. Mann, 
Cornmcrcial Road, London, pp. 48. Price one shilling. 

This is a re-publication of an exccHent Discour5c, which, 
we are informe<l, has been for some time very scarce. The text 
is, 2 Cor. iv. 5." We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the 
Lord!" and l\Ir. B. proposes, first, to shew what that sclfishnt:$S 
is which the apostle here disclaims: Second, To con;i<lcr sume 
of the operations of that se(fis/1 pr,nciple; and, thirdly, To she IV 

,vbat it is to preuch Christ Jesus the Lord. It is a plain, scn~ 
siblc, and faithful address, a<larited, we think, to <lo good to 

all who read it1 especially to young 1lli11isters, We are per. 
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6Ualkd, that if thry rrad it with serious srlf application and 
111·:1yr1, it" ill, un,il'r the Divine hlcssing, l,e of peculiar eclvan­
t11gc to th<'m in the whole course of thl'ir miui~try; :md have 
a happy tl'IH.kncy lo make llH·m wise to win souls.- \Vic insert 
thl follo11ing l'x:rnct, as a spccim!'ll of the matter and style. 
Speaking of 1he u1,erntiuns of the selfah principh•, he says-

... It "ill go with lhl'III into their private studies, and there 
will chu~c their ~ubjcc1 1 form end metho<lisc their tiermons, 
and oft<'ll tinws make them more o.lll'ntive lo mere words an<l 
ornament~, th:i.n to the sacrl'd truths of God. And hfnce, in­
stead of plain and serious ad<lrl'sses, that mig,ht tc □d to MELT 

and CIIA'1GE hard and unchanged JIEAitTS, they will abound 
with tritling ~peculations, set off with glittering toys, witb 
figures of rhetoric, und arts of elocution. Or, instead of in­
sfructing their people, in the great things that concern tl1ci1, 
c,·erlasting wclfarC', they go beyond their capacity, and teach 
.them nothing, but that thcy are able to speak unprofitably and 
unintelligibly. SELF will often dispose them to take off the 
edge, and dull the life of their teachings, under a pretence of 
fi!i1,g 1.Jtf the roughness, and smoothing rhe diction. And if a 
plaiu and cutting passage occurs, it will cast it o.way as tno 
rustical ancl ungrateful. Thus in their preparations for public­
servicc, imtead of consulting seriously,." What shall J say, 
and how shall I say it, so as best to please and glorify God,. 
and do good to the souls of mc>n :" SELF will make them con­
sult, "What shall I say, and how shall I deliver it, so as to be 
thought an excellent prcac:her, and to be admired and ap­
plauded by all that hear me." 

And when SELF has done its work in tlleir study, and made 
their ,crmons, it will attend them e1-en to the pulpit, and there 
it will for1U their very countenance and gesture, and modulate 
their voice, and animate their delivery, and put the very accent 
and emphasis upon their wor<ls and syllables, that all may be 
calculated to PLEASE rather than _to raonT, nnd to recom­
mend TI! Er.ISELVES, and secure a vain applause', rather than 
to recommcnrl J Esus Crnti:5T, and secure his interest in the 
heart, of men. 

An,! wlien the sermon is ended, SELF goes home with the 
vrrackr, and makes him much more solicitious to know whe­
ther be i~ admired and applaudc,l, 1lia11 whether he has pre• 
,ailc<l for the a.wakening- and con-Ycrsion of souls. And ao 
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11011·rrful is tl1is principle in somP, thnt thry co11ld nrn be 
~lad in their hearts (w~re it not fur shn1rn) t() ask tlwir L,·~rc,s, 
)11 direct term,, whl'ther thc·y like, admin·, and ap1iiatHl th('it· 
Jabors, and conccivc a ~oocl upi llion of tlwm. Unt as this w i 11 
not do, srcL•' will pnt thl'm on some topic of conversation wirfi 
their hC'arCt5, that will tend, if pu»ibl(', to dr,nv out thC'ir c,wn 
commendation; and if tl1C7 can perceive thc·y are hi ~h I y 
thought of, th,·y rPjoice greatly; a~ having attained thl'ir C'ncl: 
But, if they fincl they arc c•stccmC'd but weak, or at bc,t, rH1t 
common preachi;rs, thry arc <ll']Pctrd and disappointr<l, as 
ha\'ing•misseJ what th<·y think TUE GR,\ND l'll!ZE o•· Tlll'. 

D,1\",'' 

OUTLINES OF !\N ECONOMICAL PLAN for tl,e crinducti11g 
the EDUCATION' OF TIIE roon, on ratioual and ~olid prin­
ciples. b_y R. Goodacre. Cradock, and Joy, and_John,on, 
Svu, pp. 2S, price ls, 

Tms author ha\·ing had the courage to attack the popular 
plans of Dr. Bell an<l Mr. Lanca.ster, for the tduca.tion of the 
Poor, has, in anticipation a total <lefl'at of his formirlable cne, 
mies, very consi<lerati>ly furnished the benevolent pub-lie with 
a substitute, Without venturing to flatter him with an imme­
diate or complete triumph, or even hazarding an opinion ori a 
subject on which we know good an<l wise men differ, we think 
it may promote the cause of humanity, to notice the contents 
of this pamphlet. We are persuaded, that every plan of edu­
catinn contains some useful hints which-may be adopted iri 
practice with great advantage; a11d we fear that no scheme 
ran be devised which will be fo,.rnd practicable or rligible in 
all ci rcums lances. • 

" By education, the author means, a suitable preparation for 
actiYe lifo ;-the subjects to lie al tended to at School, he would 
ilctine lo be those which will bL· most useful in riper years;­
and the objects to be hpt in view, that the poor man should 
know how tu act aright in every station,-that he 5honld he 
able to distinguish between pretence and reality ;-in shurt, 
th_a_t he should be qualii1ccl to fill, with propriety, the rl'lation~ 
0 1 lather,_ liuiband, friend, Englishman, and Chri~tiun," 



600DACR!i:'S ECONOMICAL PLA;-., 

J\fr. G. suppos<'~, that, of 600 ponr children who cnn Ire 
~parl'd to attend School, 300 will b~ boys ahovc seven Fars of 
ag<'. Th<"sc 300 he puts lllllkr the cnrc of one mn~tn, as,i:,t<-d 
by three boys properly qualiliell; nn,l the ui111.:r 301•, consist­
ing of girls and b,1ys un1kr sewn, he placl's in two di,tinct 
Schools, each containing I 50 childrrn, and Pach s.uperintendc•d 
by one Gon·rnl'ss, assisted by two proprrly qualified girls. 
The assistants, h<! supposes, to Le un,ler the vigilant inspection 
and controu\ of the Master or Governess. The teachers, on 
his plan, arl' to be employed every morning from nine till a 
<]Uarter pa.sf twell'c, and, four afternoons in the wrck, from 
half past one till a 11uartcr before five, and from six till eight 
in the c,·ening: the l\faster to be cmploycu, in summer, from 
5<'H'n till eight. The children in each school to be .dividPd int1.1 
two equal parts; one half of each, that is 150 boys and 7 5 
girls to att<'nd during half the school hours, in the morning 
and afternoon, an<l then go home and leave the room for 1he 
other half; h•a,·ing a quarter of an hour between each change. 
Four days each wt'c-k to be employed in reading and spelling, 
two mornings in arithml'tic, the boys to be employed in the 
en:r.iag~ in writing! nnd the girl. in 1wedle work; the summer 
mornings by the. girls in writing and arithmetic. The io,stih1~ 
tion he estimates will require to be furnished with a library of 
books, for instruction and amusement, to the amount of £7 5. 
The annual cxpcncc of the whole undertaking he reckons at 
£390. for 600 children, or 13 shillings per annum, eucb 
child. Due care is taken, by the proposer, to class the scho­
lars and appoint c·ach class its proper instructor, and its'due 
turn for instruction ;-to prepare a system of rewards and­
punishments,-and to employ the time of the Muster, i\listress, 
and Assistants tu the best advantage. But we refer th0se whu 
,vi,h to learn the particulars to the work itself, which enters 
more minutely into detall than our limits will allow. 

\Ve think that many parts of thi1 scheme deserve the· canditl 
examination of those, who are engaged in superintending aml 
con<lucling Schools for the poor. The dividing of the chil• 
,lr<:n into two companirs, and suffering only one half ~f the 
number to be in the schonl at once·, strikes us as an important 
frature, "The cliil<ln·n of the poor arc," says l\Ir. G. "'fre• 
lJUcnLly wanted to perform lillle domestic offices for their pa• 
ruits, and, by thi~ <livi~ion of time, a cousiderabk portion vJll 
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IH' 1..ft fur these pllrposC's. 'J'hC' timr of cnr,fin<'mC'nt is so short, 
that, the ncC<'ssity for children's lefJving tl1t· school-room during 
study is obviat<'d. School-rooms 11rc not "anted to he mnre 
than half th~ size which thry 11re "'h<'rJ all the childrl'n attrnrf 
at the same time; ,md, lastly, by the hours of lcarnina IJ('ino 
~iiort, school is ncithC'r so unhC'althy nor so irksome to th~ pla.): 
ful child, as it too frequently proves.'' 

LINES 

Written '!fler passing througlt a Clmrcl, Y nrrl, in uhicl, tlie. 
.Remains ofsen:ral B.ELATI,Ee fie interred. 

P.rturn, beloved fricds, to earth rclurn 1 
Cheer with your love once more life's dreary way; 

Come back tu those who your dC'parturc mourn, 
To·us, oh! come and cba~c our gricfs away. 

" We cannot corn<'," a hcavenly \'oice n•plics, 
"· Nor would we come to your abode of woe; 

'Iis you must seek us in the hlissful skit·s, 
Nut we join you in t!IUublcd scenes below.'' 

P. 

AT THE REQUEST OF THE.LAST A~SOCIATION, 

(St!e Mi11t1tcs, Case x 1 pa~e 12.) 

It is proposed to publish1 by Subscription, 

'rllE HISTORY 'OF THE N£\V CO:-INECTJOY OF GEYlll.U, 
BAPTISTS; 

COMPRISING! 

L A Sketch of the History of th~ BAi>TISTS frotn the corn. 

mcncellll'llt elf the Christian rera to the Ro:furmation : and a 
concise account. of the ENO LISU GENRRAL BAPTISTS from thE! 
Rcfurmation to the close of the snenteenf.11 ce11t11ry. 

2. A more partictlar ar:cou11t of those G. ll. churches, 
which formC'rly were united to other Associations, ·but now 
form part of the New Coimectiun. 
. 3, The History of 1he 1·ise and pt-ogrcu of the G. B. catlsc 
Ill the il'lidfond und Nortl<em Counties, p·rior to the formation 
of the New Connec-tion. 
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4. The Ilistory of the dcsig11,Jon11atio11, pri11ciplrs, ancl pro. 
grcss of 1he Nmv Co:-l>ECTION, from its urigin lo the pre~enl 
period: inch.:din~, hbtorical accounls of the scYeral churcht•s 
as they succes~ivcly joined it; biog1aphical notices of eminent 
persons; thr orign, d('sigin and proceedings ,,f the association, 
cnnfcrc-nces, &c. of institutions and u11dn1nkings for the bcuc. 
fit of the G. 13. intcrl'st or the good of Society, &c. &c. 

The object of this work is to gi,·e the religious world, a pro­
per knm, ledge of the design, doctrines, anJ character of the 
J,:cw Connection ; and to call the attenlion of those who com­
pose it, to the true n;i.ture and priuciplc>s of the union; and 
u,able them, with more certainly am! dfecl, to prosecute the 
noble purposes of the aswciation.-As such a work has been 
long anxiously cksircd Liy many in our churches, it is hoped, 
thatthey will now step forward, with spirit, in ·~upport of tlw 
undertaking; both by promoting subscriptions and furnishing 
interesting materials. It is only by Ilic united liberal anJ 
:zealous patronage of the whole Connc·ction, that, such a pub-
lication can be n'ndered worthy of its obj<"ct. • 

It is <'xpccted that this History may Lie comprised in one re. 
sprctable octavo Yolun1l', and tl'&t the price ,to Suliscribt'rs 
will .be scYc>n or eight shillings. As it would Le imprudent in 
the Author to wnture on such nn·undertaking, without some' 
]Jrobability of its success, he proposes, that pr;vious to the nc.tt 
a'111111al As;criatio11, subscriptions for the work, be obtained by 
<'ach church in the Connection; that four shillings per copy 
Le paid at the time of subocribing; that each church guaran• 
tt:e the complete payment for the number for which it suh• 
5cribcs; and that an account of the nnmber of subscriptions 
he sent to the EDITOIL of the G. B. IL at the Pnsuing A~socia• 
tion. Should sufficient encouragement be received, at that 
Jneeting, the design wi_ll; with the Divine permi•ssioil, be prr­
sued with all the dilige!lce and dispatch·that health and other 
a.vocations will permit; oth~nvi,e the undertaking will Lie 
laid aside: tl1e object of these proposals being to ascertain the 
wishes of the Connection respecting ib p11blicalion. 
' N. U. It. is earnestly requested, that those cluirches who 
wish well to the undertaking,_ would, appoint some proper 
per,on, to supply the author with as many facts and dates r~ 
spcc1ing their history, as c11.n be collected. -Any particulars 
respect iug th() G. H.· s. in the six tee nth and sevcµtecp.tb cc11~ 
curies would be highly accrptable. 
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jf-lo. XX V 11.-mol. V. 

:· The HISTOllY of the CITY of JERUSALEM, 

fron:i ~s.first FoUISDATION by MELCIIISEDECK, to the 

PRESENT TIME, 

(£xfracied from Chat~aubriand'a Travels.) 

JERUSALEM was founded in the year of the worlJ '2023, 
upwards of 1900 years brfore Christ, hy the royal pril'ot 
J\lclchisrdcck, who called it Sufu11, which signifies. peace. 
Firty years after -its foundation, it was taken by the Jcbusitc,, 
the descendants of Jl'hus, a son of Canaan. Thrv erected ~ 
fortre~s on l\fount Sion, to \I hich they ga l'e 1i1e name (lf 

Jcbus their father. The whole city thrn rcc,·i1·ed the appclla­
tiou of Jerusalem, which nwans the Vision of pracc. 

Joshua made himself mastrr of the lower town of Jer'o5:i.­
lcm, iu the fir5t year after his arrival in the Land of Pro­
mise: he put to death Adonizedeck its king, and the foe~ 
neighbouring kings of Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish and Eglon. 
The Jebusites still retained possessi1Jn of the citadel of Jeb'.ls; 
and kept it till th<>y w<>re driven out by DaYid, 82-t. year, 
after their entry into the eity of Mekhised<>ck. Da,·id made 
some additions to the fortress of Jc bus, anJ gave it his name. 
He erected also on Mount Siona palace anJ a tabernacle for 
the ark of the co\lenant. 

Solomon enlarged and embcll.i,hcd the Holy Cit_1·. J!~ 
built the ,first temple, the grandeur of which is so marrnifi­
c~ntly described in scripture; and-in which the ,isiblc sy~ibol 
of the divine:: presmce remained for four hundred and sen·ntv 
y~. • 

Five years after Solomon's death; Shishak, Kin~ of Egypt. 
attacked· his son Rehoboam, and took and plundered Jeiu­
salem, It was again pillaged one hundred and fifty w:ir, 
afterwards by Joash, King of Israel, ·It was once ·mo:~ 

K. 
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conqurred by the Assyriam, and its monarch i\Ia11assch car. 
ried away capti,·e to Babylon, 

At last, during the n·ign of Z('dckiah, Ndmchodnl'2zar 
r~zcd the city to its very foundation~, bur1wd the temple 
transported the .lcllloS to llaby~on, ond " Sion" i11 t~1e \\'Ord; 
of the mourning prophet, " was ploughed like a licld." Thi, 
happenrcl four hunclred and s«'vrnty four yrars after tbe death 
of David, and ahout six hundred years before Christ. 

Whrn the seventy yrars captivity were completed, Jerub. 
babel brgan to rrbuild the temple and the city. This \\'Ork, 
aftrr the interr11ption of some years, was successi,·ely prose­
cuted aud finished by Ezra and Nchc111i,,h. 

Alexan,kr the C~hcat visited Jerusale1,n, A, l\l S.583, and 
dfcred sacrifices in the temple. Ptolomy the son of Lagus 
soon after made himself maste1· of this city; but it was trNted· 
with great kindnc·ss by Ptolomy Philadelphus; who mad,: 
some magnificent presents to the temple, 

Antiochu, the Great retook Jeru~alam fr9m the Egyptian 
rnonar.:h, and afterwards ceded it to Ptolo!Tiy Evergctcs;. but 
;\utiochus Epiphaues again }llundered the city, ~nc.l creeled 
i,1 the temple, a statue of Jupiter Olympius, 

The l\laccabces restore<l libr!'ty to their country, ::i.nd dc­
fendc<l it, for many yrnrs against the monarchs of Asia. At 
length, in an un_happy dispute for the crown brt1Yeen Aris to• 
bulus and Hircanus, two princes of that family, they had 
recourse to the Romans, who had become masters of the east, 
Pompey hastened to Jerusalem, and being admittc(l into the 
city, besieged and took the temple, Crassus abstained not 
from plundering this august edifier, which the ·..-ictorious 
Pompey had respectccl. 

Hircanus, under the protection of Ca!sar, had obtained the 
•upreme authority. Autigonus, the_son of Aristobulus, who 
had been poisoned by P-0ulpey's partisans, made war u_pon 
his uncle Hircanus; and applied to the Parthians for assist• 
:ince, The latter invaded Judea, entered Jerusalem, and 
r:arried Hircanus. into captivity. 

Herod the Great, the son of Antipater, a distinguislletl 
r,fficcr in the court of Hircanus, seated himself, by the fa.-our 
of the Romans, upon the throne of Judea, Antigouus, 
thrown by the fortune of war, into Herod's hands, was 5!!1lt 
io A11tho1iy, the Homan commander. This -lust dc~ccnclant 
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of the l\Jaccnhrr~, the rightful soven:ign of .Jrrusa\r;n, ·s0, 

1ioum1 to a stake, scourged with cords, a:HI put to clt-atli by 
the command of a Roman citizrn. Ilcrod, now left in undis­
putccl possession of Jc,rusalem, filled it with spknJid edifices. 
}Jc whrJlly rebuilt the second temple. 011 this unclc-rtaking 
alone he employed eleven thousand labourers for nine ycan. 
The works were prodigious, and were not completed till long 
after Ilero.d's dea.th. The Jews having filled up precipicl's, 
and cut down the tops of th<! mountain, at length formed that 
magnificent esplana<le, on which the temple was erected, to the 
east of Jerusalem above the vallies of Si loam and Jehosaphat. 
Forty ~ll}ys after hi! birth, ~ur adorable Saviour w~ presented 
in this temple, and here his mother offered the pair of turtlt.: 
doves, at the time of her purification. Here likewise the Son 
of m!l,n conv<'rsed with the doctors, at twelve years of age: 
and h'ence he expelled the dealers. On the pinnacle of this 
temple, he was in vain tempted by the devil. Here, ind~ed, 
were many of his mighty works performed, and here many of 
his wonderful discourses delivered. • 

Archclatts su'cceeded his father, and his brother Herod 
A-ntipas, wlio ordered John the Baptist to be beheaded, be­
came 'tetrarch of Galilee and Perea. After them Agrippa, a. 
graildsoh of ·Herod the Great, obtained the kingdom of 
Judea. • • • 

On the Jeat& ;of Agrippa, Judea was reduced into a Roman 
province. Th~ Jews h,n·ing revolted against their masters, 
Titus besieged and took Jerusalem. During this siege, two 
}1undred thousand J€ws perished by famine. From April 14th 
to July 1st, in the, year of our Lord, 71, one hundred ancl 
fifteen thousand, one h utHlred and eighty dead bodies were 
c_arried out of Jc:rusalem by one single gate, They subsisterl 
on the tcather of their !thoes and shields, on hay and tiltl1 
T'icke<l up in the common se\\'ers ; and one mother <lc\·oured 
her own child. Eleven hundred thousand Jews prrished in 
J(rusalem, an<l two hundred thirty-eight tho.man<l, four hun­
drl'd an<l sixty in the rest of Judea; includmg neither the 
w_o_ml'n and childrrn, nor the agt>d <h·stroyed by famrnc, se­
d1t10ns, and the Rames. Lastly, thrre were ninety-nine thou­
sand two hundred prisoners of war; some of II IK•ID Wt•re 
doomed to labour at the public works, or rest'rved for tht• 
triumph of Titus; "·bile others were exhibited in the ampbi-

K '2 
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thralrcs oT Europe and Asia, and kilkil one another for tlie 
;.rnuscmcnt of the populace of the Roman empire. Such ~s 
~.ad not attained the, ::1!,;C of sc~entrcn yrnr, were put up to 
.wct1on with the women; and thirty of them wcni sold for one 
~knariu~, about seven-pence half penny in English money, 
fbe blood of the holy and Jll~t Jesu, had Lrrn sol,I for thirty 

1,1rcrs of sil\'rr at Jerusalem, and the people had cried, " His 
Llood be on us and our children." Goel heard this wish of 
:!-w Jews, and for the la~t time granted thcir prayer; thrn 
:;1rncd away his face from thu Land of l'romisr, and chose 
tcr himself anotiil'r pcopl,·. Our blcssl'<i Saviour, had fore• 
tol.l tl1is awful Jcstructicn in terms remarkably explicit; and, 
as the temple was burnrd only thirty-l'ight years after tlui 
death oi Christ, many of those who_ had heard his prediction 
might also ha\'e witnessed its fulfilment. . 

, The remnant of the Jewi,h nation having again rebelled, 
Adrian C{implcted the destruction of what Titus ha<l left 
~tanding iu ancient Jerusalem. On the ruins of the city of 
David, he erected another town, to which he gave the name 
of Elia Capitalina. He forbade the Je\l's to enter_ it on-pain 
of death ; ~nd caused the figure of a hog, in sculpture, to be 
plact:d upon the gate leading to Bethlehem. Gregory Nazianzen 
newrthelt>Ss relates, that, the Jews. were. p_(j_rmitted t.o .enter 
Elia once a. year, to give vent to their sorrows; and J<!~<>m,e 
adds, that they were forced to purchase, at: al'! exorbitant 
price'. the right of shedding tc,1rs over their country, Fi,e 
hundred and eighty thousand Jews are said to have perished 
1:1 this ,,ar u1vlcr AJrian. Prodigious numbers of the p_risoq­
'; s wl'rc ,old for ~lavl's; and fifty castles, and nine hundred 
and eighty villages were dt's~roycd. . . . 

Adrian built the new city precisely on the spot which 1t 

occupies at the p_resrnt day, and included ~a\v11,ry within th,u 
walls. At 1Lc tune of the trnth \lCrsccut1on, the Ycry name 
of Jerusalun \\US s0 totally forgotten, that a martyr having 
said, in rr'ply tu the qui::~tion of a Ro1_nan _gove!nor, that he 
was a natin~ of Jl'rusalem, the latt<•r 1mag111cd It to be some 
factious tcJ\\n, srcrttly built by the Christia.us. 

Some cornmotiuns appl'ar to ha,·e taken place in Ju,krt. 
undl'r s,•vcr;d of tlw Fnq;eror,. Jl'rusalcm however co11tinu­
,·d a pa~all cits, till c,,11;t~nti11e :111<!. hi., m?th~r overthrew the 
id•.ib e 1,xt,:d upun tl,c st·p11lcl,1c ul our. Sanour, and come-
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cralril the sacred scenes, by the edifices which arc still SCC'n 
upon •them. 

In vain di,! Julian, thirty-seven years afterwards, assemble 
the J('W8 at Jerllsalcln for the purpose of rebuilding the tern• 
pie, ancl thereby falsifying tl1e prediction:; of Jesus. G lob<'s 
of fire, issuing from the half excavated foundations, <lispcrsed 
the workmen, and prevented the accomphshment of his de­
sign. 

We find a revolt of the Jew~ in A. D. 501, under Justi­
nian: by whom the Ljshop of Jerusalem was elevated to a 
patriarch. 

frill destined to struggle with idolatry, Jerusalem was taker, 
by Cosroes, King of the Persians, A. D. 613. The Jew,, 
scatlcrc<l <>vrr Judea, purchased of that Prince nin'!ty thou­
sand christian prisoner~, whom th(•y pnt to death. Jn the 
year 6'27, Heraclitus clc-fcatccl Cosrocs, ancl restored Jerusa­
lem to the christiam. But nin<' years aftcr"ard,, Omar, the 
chief of the l\lahom!'tam, took Jerusalem aftC'r a si<'ge of four 
months, an<l all Judea. submitted to the -power of the con­
queror, 

Omar wa~ assassinated at Jerusalem, in 6,i3. The esta­
blishment of several principalities in Arabia an<l Syria, tl,e 
dcdiue of the house of Omar, an<l the elevation oi the de­
scendants o'r Abbas, another l.Vlahometan prince, imoherl 
Jnden. in troubles an<l calamities for more than two hundrnJ. 

.years. 
Ahmr<l a Turk. conqucrrd Jerusalrm, in S68; but hi, S'.Jri 

haYing been d, lcated by the Prinrc of llagdat, the holy ciry 
again· rdurnr<l under the dominion or the Saracrns in the 

year 91 15. It 11·as hvwcn•r, in 9:J6, rcc0Ye1ccl by the Turk,, 
who had ~rizcdthe so,ert•ignty of l•:i!YPI. They \\'ere in tht:ir 
turn c:xpcllecl by tin• ~aran·ns in v68, who were again, in 
!.)S+, d ri \·rn 011 t by Tu, ks : and these Tmks were not Ion~ 
after conqucn·,l by the Saracen ruler of E![ypt, from wh,1.ln 
the Turks rc-to11k Jt•rusalcm in 107(i, aml maintained it 
agaimt the _l'rinc<' of Aleppo, Th,•y 1H·rc soon aftcrwar...b 
d,~possc,sl'd l,y the :::arnccns, who IH'rc masters of t11c plan: 
wh,·n tlic cru,:1,ler., 8pp,•,u,·tl on tl,c frnntiC'rs of Palestine_ 

Hundreds of thbu 0 :rnds of pn,fc,scd chris1ians, in tlic d .. :,•n·nt 
pnrt, of Furop,·, no\\' to•>k up nrm, tn rl,ClH' the l1oly cir) 
lrom the hands ,,f ih,· lnJi,lrl--._ r,-l'd by l'rtcr the l11rmit, 11h!, 

h.:, 
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111arched a.t their bead with his pilgrim's staff, they left their 
l1omPs and all thC'ir conncctiuns, and marched, UJlder the ban­
ner of the cross, into unknown. and hostile rrgions •. <\.rrivcd in 
.Asia, they first cnpturcd Ram:i.. Thl'y n~t entered Emmaus, 
and one of Lhl'ir lcadC'r~ pcnl'tratcd to BNhlehcm. Jerusalem 
was soon Lcsic•gcd, and at three in the afternoon of the 15th 
of July, 1099, the ~tandanl of Christ wavccl on its walls. 
Godlrcy of 13onlognc, one of thC'ir principal generals, was 
rlected, by his brothers in arms, king of the conqul-rcd city, 
Godfrey refused 10 put on., l\is head the brilliant crown that 
was off<'rl'd him, declaring that " he ,rnuld nut wear a crown 
uf gold whrre Christ had worn a crown of thorns.'' 

I. is probable that Godfrey died at Joppu, now Jalfa. He 
""s succel'dl'd by his brotl11r Baldwin, who died in 1118, and 
kfl the throne to his nephew, Baldwin II. In his family the 
crown continued till l ISS; whrn Saladin the.Grrat re tc,ok 
.lcrusalcm, and subjrcll'd it again to the dominion of the 
M ahornetans. This conqueror imposed u contribution 011 

each inhabitant <:1f trn gold brsants ; and from inability to 
rai,c this sum, fourteen thousand were made slaves. Saladin 
would not enter the mosque of the temple till it had been 
w2.Shed wilh rose water. His soldiers pulled down a golden 
cross ereclrd aborn the temple, and dragged it through the 
.-.trect to Mount Zi,m, where they broke: it to pieces. One 
church only was spared: the church of the holy sepulchre 
,1 as ransomed by the Syrians for a large sum of money. 

In 1214-, the Prince of Damascus, who was at war with 
the Sultan of Egypt, and had gained possession of Jerusalem, 
restored it to the Latin Princes, The Sultan sent his troops 
to besiege the capital of Judea, They re• took it and slaugh­
lkred the inhabitants. They plundered it once murr, the fol­
lowing year before they delivered it up to the Sultan of Egypt. 

During these transactions, the Ernpcwr Frederic II. arrir­
i{.g in the holy land, a11d marrying the successor to the no­
minal kingdom of Jerusalem, ma1Je peace with the Sultan of 
.-gypt, on condition that Jerusalem should belong jointly to 
the Christians and the Mahometans. Frrdnic, in conse­
quence, assumed the crown of Godfrey, at the altar of the 
hol/ sepulchre, placed it on his head, and returnee! to 
Europe. The Saracens however, soon broke thl· !'ngagrmenrs 
lhey h:i.d made with the Emperor, and J~rusal1·m "a, pi!-
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!aged by the Sultan of Egypt. The famous Bibars Bondoc 
Dari became Sultan in 1263. He ravaged that part of Pales­
tine that did not acknowle,l~l' his authoricy, and rrpaired 
Jerusalem. His grandson Khalil took from the Chri,.tians 
Tyre and Ptolemais, or St. John d'Acre, of which they still 
remained masters. At length, in 1291, they wen~ entirely 
expelled from the holy land, after they had maintained them• 
selves one hundred alld ninety-two years in their conquest,, 
and rci~ned eighty eight at Jcru~alem. 

The Sultans of Egypt remaim·d in possession of their con• 
quest till 1382; when tr1e Circassian Mamtlukes usurped the 
supreme authority in Eg) pt, and gave Palestine a new form of 
government. Selim, the Emprror of the Turks, put an end 
to all these revolutions in 1517, by the reduction of .Egpyt 
and Syria, and uniting them ro the Ottonrnu rmpire. 

There are persons who affect to believe, that the kingdom 
of Jerusalem was a miserable little vallry, wholly u-nworthy 
of the pompous name with which it is dig111fied, The whole 
of the sacred scripture, numbers 9f pagan authors, the 
Jewish writers, the Arabian historians and geographers, aml· 
the travellers in Palestine, all uhite in beariug testimony 
to the fertility and populuusne~s of Judea. Can it appear 
surprising, however, if so fruitful a country have become 
barren aner .such repeated devastations? Sevente1:n times has 
Jcrnsalem been taken and pillaged ; millions of men have 
been slaugli tered withia its walls, and this massacre may be 
said still to continue. No o~her city has expcrimccd such a 
fate, This prutracte<l and almost supernatural puni~hmrnt 
announces unexampled gtiilt-guilt which no chasti~ement is 
capable of expiating. In this devoted country, consigned to 
the ravages of fire and sword, the uncultivated land has lost 
that fertility which it derived from human toil; the springs 
have been buried beneath heaps of rubbish; the soil of the 
mountains, being no longer kept up by the industry of the 
vine-dresser, has been hurried down into the vallics; and the 
eminences, once covered with woods of sycamores, now pre­
sent to view nought but parched and barren bills. It is this 
Jerusalr:m of the Turks, this seventeenth shadow of the pri• 
mitive city, that now exists. 
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OuR EAr,Tnti- IIousE or Tn1s TABERNACLE, 

A L!!.TTER TO,\ You NG L\DY. 

/1~ yon arc a trnant at will in a ,·cry handsome grnteel 
housr, an,i are now capable of furni:;hing it in the politc.:s-t 
manner, ruling it by the strictest ma~ims of economy and 
clecornm, pnmit a friend to give a few hints in an affair of so 
much imporrnnce. 

Your building is composed of somr. of the finest material~ 
I ever saw, and is so much the more liable to discover a; fla,., 
ur spot that may accidentally touch it.-lt 1, erected of a 
proper h,,i-ght, a just size, ycarcd on a. regular plan, and 
finibhl'd with the most accurate proport;on. Ou the top 
~tands an cmim•nt turret, furnished with a room of the glo­
bular form, which I observe has two crystal' windows ·in the 
front. Thc:;c arc so coustrnctcd as to be exceedingly useful, 
as tlH'y command an Bxtcnsivc pro~pectf anJ, if always kl-pt 
clean and bright, will prove a very grea.t ornament to the 
house. I advise you not to look through rhc,T1 at every ohjt•ct 
that pa,sC's by. lie sure to shut lhl'm soon at night, and you 
may open thPm as cal'ly as you pll'ase in- the morning. On 
C'ach side [ <li,covcre<l a small portal to_ rrccive company: 
Take care they do not always stand opl'n, for then you will 
he crouded with visitors, and perhaps with many such as )"OU 

will nc,t like; let them nevC'r be slrnt against the instructi\'c· 
parent, the advising friend, or the supplicating orphan. [ took 
notice of unr. gate 111 the front, at whicl1 all your company 
goes out; let that generally be barred close; be calllious 
what visitor; you let out pu.blicly, bt if any of ill character 
he .;een coming, from it, you dr.1w a scandal upon your hou::ie. 
It will be nece~sary, thercfor!·, to lay a strict injunction (}f­

Yigilance Oil your- two porters, who stand centincls in livrry of 
the deepest scarlet, just without the ivury palli5tHlocs. I have 
scq1 some people paint tlic two panncls just bl·low the win­
d()l',"S, lrnt I won Id aJvise }"OU to the cdntrary, for the natural 
r.0lour far e.ffds :111 the <lccoration~.of art, This pa:t uf the 
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,rli{11:I' is supportrd by a pillar of Corinthian m::ul,le, wh(J<C 

baH, is grncrally orn,Llncnted wi_th a curtai1t <,f admirable 
nct•dlc work. , 

]kncath is thc grrat hall, in which you km· a ~111~11 cl,\s{'t 
of C'.',[]Uisitc 1101kman~hip; this, I suppose, is the place 01 

your srcrl't rctirrmcnt, <1pen to 11one but yotirsc-Ir, or ,0mc 
faithful intimate friend. l a1hisc you to kc('P th,s ;,h;iy~ 
clran, 'furnish it 11cll,. make it. a. little library cf tl,e b(,t 
pr.ictic..il authors, and visit it frcqucr,LI):', cspcc;,ally when yr•11 
return home from church, or leave a circle of acriuarntanc<", 
11hid1 yot\ met at the table. Let the out,iclc of the l,a!l not 
appear like an hearse hung round with escutcheons, nor like 
a coach of state bedaubed with gilt ai1d colourings, but let it 
be plain, m·at, and clean, to convince the world that it is 
kept more for use than ornament. 

You arc srr.sihle, l\Iadam, time effaces tbe beauty, and 
dcmoli,hes the strcngth of the noblest structuP, and there­
fore will not be surprize<l to fin<l your little tenement subject 
to the same change :-Doubtl.ess it has often wantecl repairs, 
though ,you have Jived injt n.o longer, which is a plain intima­
tion the house will one <lay fall.-Y.ou may be ~oon turned 
out~the landlor<l 1'11ay giYc. yo11, W!lrning, or he may not; 
this. is u.ncertain ;- be :ahvays rl'.l!U.)'• to go when called upon, 
and you wiH not b_c afrai<l to le~rc i~:at the shortest notice. 
One thing I would_ oLs:cn'e t90, is,· :thatwhen you quit the 
house, no other tenant will inhabit it, but it will lie waste 
and in ruin~; yet the Proprietor will some time or other re­
build it for your r('ception in a more <lurablc manner, with 
th~ same materials, but so rdin~d an<l modified that it will 
he liable to no accident nor <lecays; aad, as it is absolutely 
nrc1·s,ary that your habitation be new reared in some ntht'r 
place, I heartily wish it may be in a fi.'lrr country, und~r a 
nultlcr climate, anrl well hhcltcrcd from all storms; then "ill 
:-nn1· situation be happy and honourable, i!lld your ka,c 
lll'l'l'T expire. • 

Your's, &c. 
J. IluxY.\N, Jun. 
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A DEFF.'SCE OF SUND.\Y SCHOOLS. 

To the Ent·i·ol\ of the G. l3. n. 
Sra, 

l'ou tcill greatly oblige the 7'cachcrs of tlie G. B. Sw1dag 
School, iii Nottingham, by i11scrti11g the Jollo1ring iii your 
11c.t·f Repository. 

To THE AU1'1lOR OF QUERIES IN TIIE G. B. n:. 
Sm, Vol. V. pa.ge 30. 

Aware of the tendency your qucries may have to iuRuence 
the minds of those persons who are only acquainted with the 
nature of Sunday Schools by report, the Teachers of the 
G. B. Sunday School in Nottingham, after a serious discus~ 
sion of your queries,-not from a desire that the present me­
thod of educating children in Sunday Schonls may not be 
improwd,-not brcause they are unthankful for any hints 
which may he thrown out for their consideration ;-but, from 
a unanimous opinion, that your mistaken i'rleas, as they re­
spect the conducting of these.valuable institutions in grneral, 
may, if not counteracted, have unmerittd influcn..:e, have 
resoh-ed to notice thenl'. • 

It must be a!loll'ed, on all hands, that, not only the 
attendance on divine ,vo'rsh'i:p·, but likewise the practice of 
religion, is in(fopeMibly 11ecessary; 3:nd that ·great and . bene• 
ticial atlvantao-es are· :to· be derived· from it. • ft is therefore, 
cheerfully gr:111ed, tl;at Sun<lay Schools sl1ould be so ar• 
ranvcd, as to allow teac'hers and scholars as frpqucnt oppor• 
tun~til's of attending rlivine worship as circumstances will 
pnm,t. llut, so far from supposi11g; that wr have reason to 
ft.ar that young ll'achers, as well as their scholars, will be m 
clanger of contractine; a habitof treating lightly t h1, mean7 of 
grace, by attentling Sunday Schools, 11·e are n·ady to bcheYC 
them a stimulus to both, not only to. attend the meam, but 
to i1:duce them to hear for themsclv,s. Teacl1cn, after en· 
rll't<\'Uuring to imtil ,irtuous and rcligi,,us pri11cipks i!1rothe 
rnintl, of their pupils, woul<l be a,lrnmvd not to ,1ct Ill con· 
formily tll thC'ir 01111 prl'cq,ts; and children, from the ci.ain· 
pies c,f their teacher,, and 1he rl'gard thC'y pay to 1h_c1r in· 

struction,, ur<· indun·cl, fn,m the pll'asure of 01Jcy111g, 10
1 

att<'nrl with sati,faction what tlwy 11·o~dd otherwise consider as 
co1npubion :.i.nu trc:,t -., it!i 11r gkn. 
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Allow m to inform you, Sir, that Surtday Sd10<,]s, c·xcrpt 
in particular imtanc1·s, :m: not inttnclc<l to ad1nit children 
who !,\Oto n. \\'l'ck-day School; l,ut tlw;r, cliildrrn only who:,(' 
circumstann·s prcc:ludl' lhl'm Imm that aclvantag,·; and that, 
these arc taught, instead of making no distinction l,rtw,·en 
the sal,balh and othrr dn.ys, not only t,) n•ad Ilic wr,rrl ,,f 
G,1d; but, ;1bo,·e all thing,, that it i, their indisprmiblc d,11y 
to kl'ep thi· ~aulrnth clay holy. And, from b,·in~ accustome,I 
to spend it in religious imtruction, th,· icll'a is so far imprcs,c:rl 
ul'on thl'ir min<ls, that thl'y ::m·, not unfrequcntly, by those 
mean~, broug11t to consider tlll'ir 01rn eternal welfare. 

Again, Sir, you enquin·, "Would not ewry good purpose 
be answered if those children who att,·ncl \Vel'k-clay Schools 
were i11stH1Ctcd in religious subjl'cts only, and rarrivd t•> 
public worship both rnorni11g and al'rl-rnoon ?" This clrarly 
proves how little you :ire acquainted with the gl'neral prin­
ciples of Sunday ~chouls; as your enquiry can have no pos­
sible connection with them as a separate im.titu1i011. \Ve 
would rcc'.lmmend this ,as desirable, lau<lablr, and com• 
mendable. 

Lastly, you ask, " Do not those -parents who profess re­
ligion, and frequrnt th.c means of grace thcmsrkcs, deprive 
tln•ir child1en of great advaMta6es, and expose them to great 
danger of forming bad habit$, L,y sending them !•> a Sunday 
School, when they arc detai1wd from public worship one half, 
if not the wholt·, of the Lord's Day l" In answer to this 
query, we are of opinion, that children may gain more in­
struction from our address suited to their years and capacities, 
than from half a dozen regular sermons. And, that, werl! 

, the da11ger of childrrn forming bad habits by being sent to a 
Sunday School, as gn•at as you supposr, it is not probable 
that thP. number of enlightened and religious character§ who 
support them, would be so great, or their incrrasc so rapid ; 
whilst the number of serious characters which Sunaay Schools 
~ave produced, speaks \ou<lly in favour of the principles 
rnculcate<l in thc-rn, on the minds of those who attend them. 

In behalf of the Teachers of the G. n. Sunday School, 
Nottingham. 

W. EG0LESTO~, Secf'tlary. 
NonnrnuAM, l\Iarch 15, 1813. 
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IVr al'e rrq,ustcd to correct an error qf t!te JJl'ess i,, fl,e 
,<cro11d qf the queries, alluded to in tire foregoing remarks. 
lr ougl,t to.stand, " Is not the habi~ of rcgulal' nttl'ndann) on 
r,ublic wor~hip one of the great a<lrantagt's to be gain('d at a 
:::,u11dny ScltoolP'' EDITOll, 

AN ANSWER To TUE QUESTION, 
" \\'ny /IRE YOU A GENF.llAL BAr-TIST." 

Tnvn1 ancl CONSCIENCE. constrain me to be mic-. fll'cause 
lwlic1'<', .Tesus Clil'ist, niy Saviour and Lol'(l was one: 

Ol'Cause tlll' Apostles and primitive C!trislia11s were General 
Baptists; and OC'cause the New Tl'slament rcriuin•s eYPry 
Chri,tian to be_ on<', These po,itions may, to some readc1s, 
:ippcar 1-cry extrarng:i.nt; but to me they appear scriptural 
and just. 

n.r a Baptist is gl'n<'rally understood, one who believe; 
Thal imu1crsion in 11·att:r, in the name of the FJthl'r, Son, and 
lfoly Ghost, ar.d nothing short oj' immersion is Christian 
Baptism: and that /Jelievcrs only, or tlie sincere disciples of 
Christ, on a i:oluntary profession of his religion, .are the 
71roper subjects of this ordinance. Jn this sense, I am free to 
declare myself a Baptist, in distinction from thoiie who po11r 
or sprinkle, instead of immersing, and who deem infants .thu 
proprr su bjl'cls. 

Chri,tian Baptism, being a positive institute, neither its 
nature, su~jccts, import, or design, can l,e known intuitively, 
by reasoning a p1·iori, or by analogy. As po~it~ve in~titull's 
originate purely in the will of the institutor; their nature, 
~c. can be known only from what he has caused to be wr,ttc11 
resp(•cting them. And, as Baptism is a Christian, and not a 
Jewish rit<', we are not to look for it in the Ol<l Testament, 
but in 1he New only. Our great concern should be to 
know the 'mind of C!trist on every particular respecting it, 
and the l\cw Testament alone must be our rule. 

That Chri~tian baptism is not .~pr;nkling, or pouring, but 
nn immersion of the subject in water, is, I think, evident 
from the following; considerations. • 

I. The sacred writers, when spraking o( that rite, atways 
makr usr of a tarn that denotes immersion. The terms that 
denote sprinkling or pouring, arc as different, in the ariginal 
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a, Lhey are in English.• Let any one who doubts this, and 
can, consult fur his sati~faction Lexicogrnphcrs, Critics, or 
Commentators, llut many lc•arned Preda-baptists admit thi5, 

2. This appears to be the case also, from the places, men­
tioned in scriplllrc, as chosen for the arlministration baptism, 
Jordan, the largcst river in the whole country is mtnt1onc<l, 
and Enon near lo Salim, because there was " much water" 
at that plac<', Why sekct a river, or speak of much water, 
if the spri11k!iJ1g a few drops on the face, was all that was 
intended? 

3, It is expressly noticed in the case of the baptism of the 
E111111ch by Philip, as if to guard a~:irn,t any mi~takr, that, 
after they were come to a certain watrr,. &c. " thC'y both went 
down into the water, and came up out ef it." Surely then he 
mmt have been immersed. 

4. If spri7Jkling be baptism, the application of water to 
the face, in prefereuce to any other part of the body, is quite 
arbitrary. The scriptlires say nothing about what part of 
the body shall be sprinkkd, Suppose a person were to sprin­
kle the breast or the foot, ()r any other 1:art, instead of the 
face, would be not have a~ good authority from the wore! of 
God for his practice, as they have who sprinkle the face? h 
it usual for God to appoint possitive institutions in this la:,; 
form? 

5. We are plainly taught in·the scriptures, that there is in 
baptism the representation of a burial and a resurrection; 
and also of the Christian's conformity to, and union with his 
Saviour, in his d<'ath, burial, and l'E'surrcction : see Rom. 
vi, 3, 4. Col. ii. 12. 1 Pet. iii, 21. Now what agreement 
is there betwixt these and sprinkling f' But is n0t the agree­
ment betwixt them and immersion obvious? It, therefore, 
seems quite natural ancl reasonable to belie\'e that baptism can 
he nothing Jes~ than imme1·sio11. 

6, The sufferings of our Lo:·d ; the c_ffusion of the spirit 
011 the clay of Pentecost; and the situation of the Israelites 

" The original terms for sprinlding an', Rantos, Ra11.ti:a. 
Rantismos, &c. but thos<' for immersion nre, Bapto, Bap­
tizo, Baptisma, &c. Is it not surpri~ing, if sprinMing he 
baptism, that the word which litt:rall;o· and rroperly .;:gnifi~~ 
sprinkling is never once u,cd? 

L 
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at the bottom of the Red Sea, arc callrcl bapti.m,s; but Ill!',~ 
a!·c certainly hdtcr rep~-c~rntcd by i111111crsirm, than uy spri11k. 
l111g. CoulJ thNc be, Ill :my of these case;, an allusion to the 
spnnkling of a fr,w drop~ of watrr on the fate? Were not 
c:ur _Lo!·,l's sufferings overu·!tcl111i11gP })i<l u~t. the Holy 
Sp,nt .fill tlte rnom where the Apostles were waltmg? Ancl 
Wl·rc not the Israelites surroull(/cd with w~.tcr? Tlwy mioht 
be considered as buried in the deep. The rite, therefo~·e, 
alludC'd to in these place~, could be no other than immersion. 

7. Bapti,m is called in scripture a waslii11g ,· Acts xxii. J 6, 
and \\·c read also of the " washing of regeneration." Titus 
iii. 5, in reference, no douut, to the same practice. If uap­
ti,:m uc a washi11g, then that ordinance can be nothing short 
of i11mzcrsiu11. Whoever undcrst~od washing and sprinkling 
to be synonymous ? What ma1cl-sc>rrnnt ever washes uy 
sprinkling? or what mistress would be satisfied with such 
washing? Beside;:, it no where appears in sacred writ, that 
sprinkling was ever reckoned among. the washings. Admit 
baptim1 to be immersion, and the comparison .is natural and 
significant. • 

S. The Greek clmrcli has invariably performed baptism by 
immC1"sion. It must be allo'wed that they were the best 
j udgcs of the import of their own language; and Lheir prac­
tic<' ,hews that they undcr5tand Lhe Greek term for baptism 
lo signify immersion. Their practice is a commC'nt on their 
belief in this article. It is said; that Lhc·ir ecclesiastical history 
uocs 1101 record so much as a dispute on Lhe subject."' 

9. The original terms fo1· baptism, baptised, &c. are not 
tramlatcd in our Tc~ tamcnt: they arc. merely Greek terms 
angliciscd. In this n•spl"ct our TransJators ha:e used the 
Engli;h reader unfairly. I can lincl no other term in the 

"' Tl1c Grcc·k church would not admit sprinkling to be valiJ 
baptism so late as the year 1745. Jn that year, Sophia 
Augusta, who had been chriotcnccl by the prote,tants in her 
infancy, was espoused to Peter, aft<'rwarcls the Czar Peter 
III. upon which she was baptized by immersion according to 
die rites of the Greek Church. This person was 110 other 
than the ccleurated Catherine III. who reigned over the 
Hussian Empire with so much glory. 

Cox's TnA VEL9, 
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F,rwli,h b111guagc besicll's immcrJion, an<l its derivatives, that 
cnr; he 8Ul,stitutccl in all places in the New Testament, ror 
the Grcrk wonl for baptism and its clrrivativc. Is not this 
alone n, pre,umptivc proof tk,t immrrse, immersed, &c. is 
the proper rmdrring of the Gr!'ek terms. 

10. History and othrr monuments shcw that ,prinkling i,, 
conqiarativrly, a modern prartice. There arc still rxi,ting 
baptisteries in some episcopal and Romish placrs of worship, 
originally conslru~!ed for the practice of immrrsinn. Fonts 
also were unquestionably used, at fir,t, for the same purpose. 
The history of our own country shews that immersion was, 
till ivithin the last three centuries, the general practice; and 
the intelligent reader need not Lie informed how lustily Dr. 
Lightfoot ·exerted himself, to have sprinkling made the gene­
ral practice, an<l succeeded. 

Some say that the mode is of no consequence. But who 
taught them so? Why then did the Evangdists and A postlcs 
constantly use a word that signtfies to immerse; and not it 
and others indifferently, as they might have done? Others 
who are Predo-baptists, acknowledge immersion was the 
primiti\"c practice, but that it is not essential to the ordinance 
of baptism. But, as before, I may ask, who told them so? 
Is not this taking an unhallowed and presumptuous liberty 
·with the appointments of the great Legislator, and awfully 
invading his province? • . . • 

As to the proper subjects of baptisin, my opinion is that 
believers, and believers only, are the proper subjects of this 
11~ well as of the other Christian institution, the Lord's supper. 
The principal reasons on which my opinion is grounded, are 
the following. 

I. In all tlic New Testament, I do not find a single exam­
ple of baptism being aclmini;trred to an infant: and, as the 
practice or the Apostles was founded on our Lord's directions 
to them, and they must be allowed to understand their com­
mission and duty, I conclude that nothing of that kind was 
includc·d in the commission gi\cll to them, and that it was not 
their duty to baptizc infants. I know, that l\Iatt. xix. 13, 14, 
an<l 15, informs us that our Lord bade little children come to 
him, &c. but the passage says nothing about his baptising 
thl'm. It informs us, that he " laid his hands on them;" 
and also that the children were brought to him for that pur-

.T 0 
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pos<'; but it doC's not _appcar_rhnt 1hcy who brought thc-rn hnrl 
;rn_y th,1ught about }IIS bapl1s1ng rh, m, or l'\"C'n nny d<'sirc uf 
that kn,d. It 1~, howcH'l', l:<'rtaiu our Lord c/irl trot Lap1iic 
thrrn, le.:ame " hl' haprts<'rl 11011<','' John iv. 2. 
. Because th(' ,cripturcs speak of l1011s/1olcl.~ lll'ing baptised, 
1t 1., 1nft•rrc1l, that there must ha1·e ii<'t n infants in thl'm mid 
1 h,·rrforc that iitfm1t baptism 1n1s a,, ,\ pnslolic practic~. It 
1s un<lrniable tliat tla·re wnc no infant-; in some of them: 
.rnc..l it will Le wry difficult to proYc rh,•rc were in any of 
them. All the homl' of Corn, li11S, feared God, and rcuived 
tlc Holy (:host. Lydia'~ hllltsl·hold wrre co11iforterl as 
bi·, llircn. 'l ht• "orJ of thr Loni was spol;;cn to all in the 
J«dor's homl'; a11J :ht-y all rc_joicccl, bdieviug in G,JJ as 
\\I'll as himsvlr'. All 1he home of Crispus believed on the 
LnrJ; and rhc housr of Stl'phanus addicted themselves to tl1e 
ministi·.1/ of the saints. Now if these things which are 
afli rme!l of all the baptizrd, will not apply to infants; then it 
plainly follows there were no infants baptised in these houses, 
What reason is there t'> doubt but that.- children would have 
"been mentioned, if they were amoug the baptist·d, as women 
arc mcnti,.inrd in one pl:i.cc; Acts viii. 12; and, on other 
c,ccasions, ,,i hen children are concerned, the historian men• 
tions children also ? See l\latt. xiv. 21,-Acts xxi. 5. 

2._ I consider rt•ligion a personal thing: and that whatever 
is not beliei:ed with tlie heart, and practised voluntarily, or 
from conviction and choice, as a matter of duty and. con­
science; has nothing of g,:nuine chrislianity. in it. But infants 
are not volnntary agents, What can an infant believe, profess, 
or practice? It is taking them at a great disadvantage, when 
they have no choice in the mattH; no will to comply or re• 
fuse; but a: e t·ompellcd to that Jury which is to be performed 
but once in :i. person's \\·hole lifl', It is d!'privin5 them of lhc 
opportunity of coming forward voluntarily and joyfully, at a 
future period. \\'hl'll 1hry have " udiuc<l with the heart to 
1jahtl•nusm·ss," and wi~h to " confess Chri,t with 1lwir 
m~uths," in this sacred ("lrdinancr, 1hcy are told tlwy hare 
made this confrssiun in their infancy; or it was done f6r them 
by pro.xy. Is not this d,·priving tht.:rn of a solid satisfactinn, 
and a n•a.soni11g joy? B.-,i<lrs: fs nr,t such a practice p1·epos• 
terw.s _;J fa it nut pla,:ing the rncl al Ilic bPginniug? Should 
not cuuvict:u;1, and J. Sl'mi; uf duty prcccJt! c,m1pliancc and 
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praclirc? Do we n~t expect it in all other cas<:s? If infan\s 
:1 re the proper su bJccls of baptism ; "h y. not of tl,e _I..:ord " 
suppc-r abo? Is more rC'quirP<l as an essential prc-requ1s1te to 
tl1<' latl<'r, than to the former? 

3. Baptism and believing, or something analagous to it, 
or implying it, are so frcqurntly connected together in the 
New Tcstamrnt, that I rairnot believe infants to be the proper 
subjrcts of the former. Thus we rC'acl, Acts ii. 41, 42, 
" They that gladly received tlie word were baptised, &c. 
The·F.unuch said to Philip, "Ste, here is water, what clo1h 
hind!'r me to be baptisrd ?" The latter replied, " If thou 
belica:sl wit/, all tl1i11c heart, thou maycst." Acts viii. 
36, 37, Also, in the same chapter we read, that "when the 
Samaritans bclicrcd Philip preaching the things conc~rning 
the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they 
were b<1ptised, both men and tcomen," verse 12. Now had 
thrre bC'cn i1ifcmts among the num bC'r baptised, would they 
not .have bel'n mentioned abo? We also rea<l that, ",many 
of the Co1 inthians hearing, bcliet'ed, and were baptised.'' 
Acts x\·iii. 8. :Many other instances might be: produced; but 
the~c nuty suffice. lluw consor,ant doth this practice of the 
Apostks app~ar to our Lord's command; and clearly shews 
in what manner thry unclcrstoo<l it. Can we have a safrr or 
bettC'r cnmmcnt on that command than their practice? "Go, 
teac!t ( frlatheteusate, disciptcr "all nations," make them dis­
ciples by teacl1i11g; " baptisir,g them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, :mrl of the Holy Ghost. Tcachin,.. 
(didasko11tes) them to obsert·e all thi11gs which I ha.Ye con~ 
mandccl, &c." Matt. x_niii 19, 21l. Now this passage sup­
poses the persons baptised to be capable of bein" taught all 
~he duties of the Chri~tian rt~velation. Mark say:, " Go ye 
111t0 all the world, and prrach the gospel to every crcatmc: lie 

~ ill~thetcusate fro_m Mat!tete'.to to tcac_h or make disciples. 
It 1s to mstrnct such in the doctrmcs of faith and principles ':l[ 
the Christian religion, as arc strangers to them or averse from 
them, that they may be made <liscipks. But didaskontcs 
fr~•~ didasko, is to instruct tlwse farther who are already 
d1sc1plcs. Sec Simpson, Parkhurst, and Hcrlricus. Tin• 
forn:i_cr word uc_~~irs orily in four pl_accs : ,iz, Matt, xiii, 5~~ 
xxvu, 57-:x~viu. 19-and Acts :ilV, 21, 



114, AN ANSW!sl\ TO 1'11E Q\JF.SllOl- 1 

that bcliet•cth and is baptised, shall Ul' save<l, &c." Mn.1 k 
:'vi. 15, 16. Surely, all must allow that rnch language is 
inapplicable to infants. 

4. The import and design of liaptism, or the clo<:tri11c it 
implies or represents, seem 1-cry ill to agree with infants as the 
subjects of liaptism. Christians arc said to lie buried witlt 
Clwist, and to 1·ise again in liaptism; to put 011 C!trist; to 
be baptised for tl,e resurrc·ction of the dead; that is, in the 
belief and hope of a resurrection from the dead. In baptism 
they arc cmlilcmatically born, Jolm iii. 5, saved, 1 Pctt•r iii. 
~1, and their sins arc v:as!ted av:ay. Acts xxii. 16; or that 
l>aptism is a symbol of the,e; because in that ordinance,. tht>y 
profess I.icing born of the spirit; saved by Christ; and ptt­
rijicd by his blood. The bap1ism of liclicvers rcprcscnts their 
union and communion with Christ, in his death, burial, .and 
JTsur~cction. But what can an infant know or enjoy of thcscJ 
,ritli what propril'ly can he be said to profess them? What 
authority is there for his doing these by proxy? • 

It is pleaded liy some, that it was a common practice among 
the Jews, to rccciYe pruselyti~s .to the Jewish church, with 
their child1·en, by baptism. When our Lord then commanded 
the Apostles to go and baptizc all nations, we <1re to recollect, 
that he spoke as a Jew, to iiis Apostles who were Jews; and 
consequently, who could not fail to know the way in which 
baptism was practised among their countrymen: that, as this 
was an ancient custom, it was not necessary for our Lord in 
his command lo baptize, to specify infants, it having been 
customary to liaptize them with their parents; that they 
would naturally soppose it was tu be practised in the w~y it 
was known to be commonly observed, The celebrated name~ 
of Broug!tton, Ainsworth, Selden, Hammond, and Light­
foot, arc mentioned as authorities for this opinion, and quote 
the Talmudical writers in support of it. 

On the other hand, names, equally distinguished for their 
acquaintance with Jewi~h literature, and the writings of the 
t'.arly Christian fathers, as well as for learning in general, arc 
produced in direct opposition .to this opinion. These are Drs. 
Gill, Owen, Lardner, and Jennings. The former was a 
Baptist, an<l has written a dissertation on this subject, which 
it is pre~umed, will satisfy every impartial reader of the fa). 
lacy of the above opinion; and which I would recommend to 
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tho~c who have any doubts on the subject,• The other three 
were learned Predo-buptiats, yet they all agree in considering 
the al,orn notion " a mere fiction of the Rabbins :"t " that it 
remains to be proved, not only that Christian baptism wag 
instituted in the rvom of prost·lyte baptism, but that the Jews 
had 11ny such baptism in ClUr Saviour's time. The earliest 
accounts we have of it are in the ~/is/ma/if and Gemara; and 
that thl're wants more evidence 0f its being as ancient as our 
Saviour's tin:.e, than I apprehend can he produced, to ground 
an argument upon it in relation to Christian bapti~m."§ It 
appears, that all the proofs attempted are produced either from 
the Talmud, or the Talmudical writers. Now there arl', it is 
well known, two Talmuds, the one called the Jerusalem, and 
,Hitten for the use of the Jews in Judea, is su pposcd to have 
been finish~d A. D. '230, and some say latPr. The other is 
called the Babylonian Talmud, and was written for the use 
of tbc Jews in Babylo11, and the urljacent. countries; ar;d is 
supposed to have been finished about A. D. 500. How can 
writmgs of so late a date be a proper authol'ity for a Christian 
institution? It is true, the authors attempt to produce scrip-

• He has attempted to prove, and with much success, that 
no such prac-tice can be shewn to have existed before the thirJ 
or fourth century of the Christian :Bra. 

t Dr. Lardner, 
! Dr. Gill says, " No mention is made of this custom in 

the Mishna/1, oc book of Jewish traditi011s.'' There are no 
traces of this custom in the Jewisli writings before or about 
the time of John, Christ, and his Apostles, Yet mention is 
made of proselytes in the New Testament, but nothina is sai<l 
concerning their admission, or the manner of it. D;, Ou·en 
says " Nor are ther~ the least footsteps of any such usage 
among the Jews until after the days of John the Baptist, in 
imitation of whom it was first taken up by some Antimishnical 
Rabbi us." Also "The institution of the rite of baptism is 
not mentioned in the Old Testament; no example is extant, 
nor, during the Jewish chu,·ch, was it c1·er use<l in the admis­
sion of proselytes; no mention of it is to be met with in 
Pltilo, Josephus, nor in Jesus the son of Sirach, nor in the 
Evangelic History." 

§ Dr. Jennings. 
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lure authority, bnt what they sny on lhe passag<'s proclucrd 
is of so whimsical aucl extravagant a 1,atun·, as to m1•rit no 
1·qranl. " Whil<' this cmtom lh<'n," :is one properly observrs, 
" has tlie Talmud for its only a111lwril_y; ancl while it is so 
nnsl'rably support<'d by scripturl'; WI' ca11110t, I think, for a. 
rnon11:nt suppose· Christian baptism foundpc( on it." Nrither 
Pliilo, th<' T:irgnms of 011!.:clos, or Jonathan Ben Uzziel, 
nor Jouplws, rnak<• any ml'ntion of surh a practice; nor 
m1y of the llabbinical books, Nn mrntion is ma.Jc of thi$ 
custom in the Turg11111s or Clrnldee i,araphrast·s. 

Why do th<' Jews distinguish .John by the title of the Bop 
tist, if this cu~tom was common? The scripture says he was 
sent to ha prize; but what nel'd of a commission for this, if 
such a practice was quite customary? Again, why did the 
Jews a~k John " Why baptizl'st thou, if thou art not Christ?" 
if it was a common thing to baptizc? This opinion also, if 
tru<', sets aside the argument for infant baptism from cin·1t111-

1:ision; as being introduced in lieu of i't. • 
Some Christians speak lightly and irreverently of baptism, 

as being a mere ceremony, an outward tlting, a shadoro, &c, 
To such I would 1eply; what was the consequence of Eve's 
eating of a ct•rtain fruit? of Saul's sparing the best of the 
herds and flocks fllr sacrifice? of U::zalt's touching the ark, 
and the Bct!tshcmitel looking into it, or the man's refusing to 
smite the prophet? Or what would have bl'en the consequence 
of Naamatt's refusing to wash in Jordan? These app!'ar small 
thing;s; but they W!'rc vi@latiom of positive divine commands; 
and di\·ine commands arc sacrecl thing~. Let Christians learn 
to account nothi11g little that the All-wise JehoYah has sel'n 
proper to app<Jint; for, ind<'cd, nothing of that kind can be 
trivial or unimportant. Th, above i1i!'<la11ce~ shew how awful 
it is to transgress a positive injunction, however little it may 
app<'ar in 1hc eyps of mortals. God's injunction makes them 
great, soll'mn, and important. 

Some attC'mpt to ju,tify this d<'preciation of the b:-:iptism of 
water, by spcaki11g of the baptism of the Huly Spirit, which 
they say, is the main thing, the substanc<'; and that if we 
h:i.vc but the latter, the former i, of small consequence. llut 
whrnce did they dC'rive this notion? Why the~ was the bap• 
tism of water enjoined by Christ, and practised by his dis­
ciples 1 Why abo, i:S it not entirely given up, The Apostle 
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inrorms ns, tl1crc i~ hut one bapliJm to be continut•,1 in the 
churd1 ; that must t-ither he the baptism of water ur nf th"" 
~pirit. If it be the !alter, ought not the baptism of watrr to 
be rli~continuc<l? l'l'ler was of a 1lifff'rent opinion to I hrse 
obj,'ct,,rs; be essig,ns as a reason why some shoul,I be bap• 
tizcd wilh \\a!l'r, their having rccei\·ed the IJoly Spirit. 
,, Who can forbid 11·Hler, that these should not bP. baptised, 
seeing t!U"y /,ai·c received tlte Holy Ghost as well as ice? 
Acts x. 47, 48. I fear those who talk iu the llbovr manner 
"know not the scriptures," or, at least, do nut sufficiently 
consider their import. They ,lo not distin;:\uish bl'twixt the 
baptism of the Huly Ghost, an<l the effusion of it to enable 
the Apmtles to perform miracles, nor even from the ordinary 
inAut•nces of the Holy Spirit. They speak as if all true 
Christians were baptised with the Spirit. But surely this is 
an egregious error. We ha,·e but one, or at most two instance! 
of such baptism in all the New Testament. The first wa1 on 
the day of Prntecost, and the o1her, if it be another, on 1he 
opening of the kingdom of heaven to the Gentiles by the 
ministry of Peter, to Cornelius an<l his houshold ; Act x. 
44, 45. To baptize with the Huly Ghost, is ,poken of as 
the so]Q prerogative of Jesus Christ, as Loni and Heed of the 
church. Whom did he ever commission to perform it? or 
when did any of the Apostles attempt it? Lrt such re-ex• 
a.mim: the New Testament and inform us. The baptism of 
the Holy Ghost, on the day of Pentecost, was evidently an 
immersion, foi: the Holy Spirit desceRded and filled the room 
where the Apostles were sitting. An<l the A post le Peter, re• 
lating the conversion o_f Cornelius and his family, observes, 
"_the Holy Ghost fell on them, as it did on us at the begi,i. 
m11g." Acts xi. 14, 15. Now, if by this expression, he 
means that it descended an<l tilled the room whnc they were 
assembled, then it was an immersion, and a srconrl • in,tance 
of tbis baptism. There are many instances in the New Tt•5ta.• 
ment of the Holy Spirit being communicated to qualify the 
~ccipit•nts for their sacred and imporlant cmploymenls; and 
tur confirming their ministry by miracles; but tlm,e arc not 
called a baptism; much less arc the ordinary influrncl's of 
thr Spirit to be so rrgarcled. 

Sumc i~lso ban' attrmptcd to rxr 1.1sc thrir m·glrt't ot· ,crip­
lurc bap11>111, ll'irh ~aying,-it is not a sai-i11g orc/iwrnce, it i:; 
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nnt rssc11tial ta sah-atio11. nut where nrr such orclinancrs to, 
be fo1111d? If none 1uc sa,·ing, thr11 arc none to be ob. 
~r, n'd? "'e may thrn prrform nn works of righteousness, 
brc:itN' salnHion is "not of works, but of grace." Ila! 
Jc~u, in very <lrecl thrn, lost all his authority, that his ap­
pointnwnts shonld sink into insigniricancc 1 Ilas Christ clone 
so li(t\c for his peopll', th:1t thry nrc under no manner of ob­
ligation out of gratittHle to act for him 1 Has the love of­
J<'rns lost its constraining influence? And ought Christians to 
be rrally indiffcr<'llt about serving God, any farther than they 
can merit by it? Surrly, to a real lover of Jesus, it should 
suflice that he hnth enjoined it. A clear intimation of his 
will, in any casr, should be a sufficient inducement to prompt 
obedience. As to its being essential; let such remember, 
that conscience may make it so; for "to him that knoweth 
the will of God, and docth it not," the Apostle says, "it' 
is sin." 

Let every reader remember, that the divine :i.uthority is not 
to be trifled with. " Two sons of Aaron were struck dead, 
for daring to deviate from the Lord's command. And :Moses­
t he man of God was in danger of losing his life, through his 
postponing a matter of duty, probably in compliance with the 
solicitations of his ~pause." 

Thus, I have given a brief view of the reasons why I am 
a Baptist. The limits to which 1 am confined forbid more 
f'nlargcment ; ~s also my noticing the perpetuity of this 
ordinance. Let the reader judgP- impartially of the force of 
the abo\e reasons. I now proceed to shew why I am a 
General Baptist. J. ·p, 

(To be concluded in our next.) 

THE DUTY AND ADVANTAGES OF ATTENDING 
CIJUilCII i\lEETINGS. 

To the EDITOR. of the G. B. n. 
D1o,R Sin, 

A qne~tion of consiclrrnble importance was proposed, G. B. 
R. Vol. IV. page '207; "'htch l am sorry has remained so 
luug llnnoticl'd. " \\'bat mcm},," c1quire, your correspon· 
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-<k'nt Incognitus, "can be most r/Tcct11ally adoptcJ to induce 
ehnrch members to attrn<l church mc<'lin_g~ and meetings fur 

1Jisciplinc more genl'rally then thry do? And would not 
111 any important lwudils result, in promoting the order, pu­
rity, and zcal of the membns at large, if this object coul<l 
Le accomplished?" 

Without attl'ncling to the exact orr1rr of the !]Urri<'s, it m~y 
perhaps be useful to endeavour to show, ir. a f<'w ob~nrations, 
thal, it is both the duty and privilege of church members to 
a1trn1I such nwetings. This may ll-atl us more directly to the 
object of the qul:ry, 

It is the cluty of every church mf'mbrr to attend church 
meetings, &c. as-often us circumstancr·s will pl'r111it, b<-cau,c 
all those who ttre engaged in a common causP, or share the 
benefits of a commoll undertaking, ought to bear their part 
of the fatigue and attention wbich the carrying on of that 
cause requires. Nothing can be more rPa,onaolc 1ban tliis. 
A church is a voluntary association of professing ChristiaM, 
united for the purpose! of discharging the social duties, a11<l 
enjoying the social privileges of thc·ir religion, and promoting 
the cause of their Saviour. It is obvious, that, to carry these 
objects into effect, it will be nece,,ary, that regul.ir consulta­
tions be held, that resolutions be taken and executed, and 
that the various circumstances affecting the common c.i.u,e be 
observed and improved, 

But attention to these things requires time and application. 
Ancl are not all equally concerned in tbe prospnity of the 
church ? How then can any one have a right to refuse bear­
ing his part of the burthen? Surely uot. Each ought to lend 
a helping hand, and to endeavour, by his presence and 
a<lvice, to countenance every step taken to promote his own 
advantage, When Paul recommended the expulsion of a 
disorderly member frum the church at Corinth, he adrisC'S 
them to <lo it, " when they were gathered together," 1 Cor. 
v. 3, 4, 5 ; and, on a sub~equent occasion, alluding to this 
act of expulsion, he stiles it a " punishment inflicted by 
many," 2 Cor. ii. o. From this passage of scripture, we 
may condudc,-that the affairs respecting the discipline, &c. 
of the Corinthian church were considered and manaaed at 
meetings, when all the members of the church were aitowe<l 
an<l expected to assemblc,-that sucb mectillgs were well 
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RltC'n<lC',t, and the drcisions approved by many ,-trnil • that 
the inspired Apostle recommended this mode t,f pmcl'cdincr 
and gaw it the ~anction of his authority. Ilow criminul the~ 
1u·r those who willin~ly 1wglrct these primitive asscmhlics ! 

WhC'n church mcctii_1gs arc well attrnrlcd it gil•cs dignity and 
wr1ght to the resoluuons and censures of the church. How 
natural it is, for disonll·rly members, when they arc aclm0 • 

ni~hC'd or CC'nsured, to treat the matter with lightness " bc­
'<:ause" say tht>y, " it was only a frw who passed the rrsolu. 
'tion." When a can,lidatc oflrrs for fellowship, it has a very 
unhappy tciHl,·ncy to lessen his ideas of the solemnity and 
importance of the transaction, whC'n he he observes only 
three or four who take the trouble to atte11d a meeting on so 
intC'rcsting an occasion. In<leed, the affl•ct of approbation or 
di,approhat:on will always he augmu1ted or cl1rninishcd, in 
proportion to the numbers who join in the expression of one 
or the ntl1rr. 

Besides the thinness of att<'ndance on these occasions natu• 
rally weakens thc hands, and damps the spirits of tho~c who 
do att<'n<I. When a nwmber-of a church, through a sense of 
clu ty, has 'perhaps put himself to great inconvrnicnce to attend 
a mc>l'ting of <liscipline, and after losing some considl'rable 
time' in waiting, finds that not one in twertty of h'is fellow 
members think proper to meet him, it must depress his mind 
and paralizc his efforts. Sensible that he will be considered 
responsible, in some good degrre, for whatever steps are 
taken, he hrsitatc•s and ferls a delicacy in speaking his mind: 
especially ii he h:ive obst'rved, (and who has not?) that those 
who take the least trouble to do any thing thern·selves, arc 
most ready to blame what is done. Her.er, spring laimess in 
di,ciplinc an<l procrastination in almost cv:ry thing connected 
with relioion. The5e too freque11tly tarmsh the glory, lcssrn 
the prosp~rity, and sometimes destroy the existence of the 
church. 

A~ain those members of churches, who neglect to allcnd 
and ~ssist at the tramactio11s of church affairs, desert the post 
al lolled them by their great l\faster; and, as far-as their in• 
flnence reaches, betray the government of the church int_o 
those hands into which its divine Founder never intended it 

should fall. Could you allow room, it might easily be shown 
from the New Testament, that all the membcr3 of a church 
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h:n-e 11, right to ddibrrate and vote on qurstioni respeerint tlie 
admiRSion and exclusion of mcmbera, the mis-conduct of one 
member to another, the choice of officcr1, the detcrmina:ion 
of points.of faith and pre.ctiC"e, &c. Nuw he, who by ab• 
sl'nti11g himself from church mr<•ting~ leaves thl'se imporl:mt 
cur,cerns to be ma_nagf'd, t·itlll'r by th<, mini~trr, or b_v a fe,,, 
leading persons, d!'stroys the beautiful co11s1itu1ion of a churcn 
of Christ exhibited in the Nc·w Testament, ·and introduces 
powers inconsistent with the spirit of cliri,tianity. Thl' New 
Testament rcprcsl'nts chri~tians as brc·rhrc·n, and forbid~ any 
of them to be called i\lasll'r; but, the Jisgruct:ful inatl:4'ntion 
of too many prc,fr-ssors ha~ Jt direct tc·ndcncy to ,frba,e trw 
mHjority, and exalt a few above tliC'ir rriuak Such a ~•;b­
wrsiun of the siir,plicity of christian c:li,cipline has 100 oft"n 
pav~tl the way for the introc:luctio~ of tyranny of fhe mo~t 
intoh•rable n,ttnre. a tyrarmy rxrrc1wc:I un•r the co11scicnet·~ 
a!HI liberties of rational crratures, under ~he mask of a rcligiun, 
1hat breathes peace on earth and good will towarc:ls mrn. 

But attending at thrse rn<·1·ti11~~ is n"! only a duty incum• 
bc·nt on every member of a christian society, it is al,o a 
privilege fraug,ht with many important adrnntag,·s. of ,rh;ch 
he c:leprivcs •himself by uq;lccting them. \\c ca11 only glal1ce 
at a few of the most ubviou~. 

Every true servant of Goc:I wishes to be aLle to promote his 
glory, and every true friend to immoJ1!1I souls ft:cls a strorw 
desire to be instrumental in rescuin.~ them from eternal mi,ery: 
Whatever therefore increases his ability or his opponuniry to 
accomplish these noble purposes will be rstcl'nl!'J a pri"ilcge. 
This certainly is the cffrct of _ll!'ing regular in attc11din" on 
llle<'lings of tliociplin<', &c. lie thus bl'coml's acquainted 
with the situation of affairs in the church, rind i, rnablcd to 
perceive what cx<'rtion; are \l'at:;ing, :rnd ho11· to dirt'ct his 
!'!forts the must r1frctually for the good of Ila: cau,e, or tlic 
nlification of indivic:luals. 

A church member lihwise consnlts liis 011·11 £"dijicatirm h,­
attending ml'rting~ of tins nature. \\hu can la·ar a c:111JidJ:";, 
gil'e an account of t!-.e operations of di1inl! grace l'IJ his soul, 
I·~ convincing him of sin, aud hringin(! him to :i hu111bk cuti­
lidcncc on the merits of hi, Sa1·iour, wi,Lout rc1·ic11i11g his 011 n 
c:,}ll'riencd frcling something or hi; lir,t 101.'1 bcinc: l.11mLk,i 
·• 111,kr a of'·,1-c of his prc~cnt coldnro• ;•n() decay:' awl unirr·,·-

"-f 



]Q2 TIIE DUTY A~P ADVANl'AOE 

c-d to prJly for divine Grace to l'll,lblc him to strcngl11t·11 lliii 
things that r<'main? Who can hrnr the cxhortatiu11S and ex­
planations, the ~tatement of important doctrim·s an,l tlutil's, 
the solc-11111 cautions and frr,-cnt prayrrs tlrnt take plare 1>11 

thOiC intcr<'sting occasions of the admission of 1ww ml'lll bL·rs, 
without' being both instructcJ a11cl edifitd? Who can attend 
to the painful accounts of such as haYe l>cL'II <lraw1i into sin, 
and thm exposed to admonition or censure; or "itncss the 
more distl'\'ssing transaction of withdrawing from a brothrr 
that continues to walk di~ordc-rly, and not l>c cxcitecl to take 
more hc-cd to his uwn ways, and to l>r: nrnrc watchful in 
a\'oiding the fir~t approaches of sin? more circurmpect not 
to gi\-e occasion of offence? more jealous of his own la·art? 
:md more c.1rncst in praying that he nuy be kept fi:u1i1 tL'mpta­
tion and dclin•red from <!Vil? 

Thr,e hints will, it i.s hoped, tend lo evince the importanrc 
:iad duty of church members in general regularly attending 
church meetings, &c. 

But your corresponclcnt rnquircs " \\'hnt mrthods can 1;c 
t:ikcn to induce them with more punctuality tu fulfil this 
duty r• This certainly is very desirable, and much might be 
sai.d on the sul>ject; but, as I fear to exceed clue limits, thl! 
following Lrirf observatir,ns must suflicc. 

I. Let ministers and the othrr lraclin_g pers_ons of the church 
take prup<'r opportunities of l'xplaining to .the youngPr, and 
less i!lfurmcd members their right to att<'ud these meetings. 
It is presumed, that many absrnt themsc!ws tliro~•;;li some 
doubt,. at least whl'ther thC'y have any right to alt<'nd, or 
th.-ough fL•ar of bein 6 call eel Jor.t',ml or intruding if .thry <lid. 
lf they could be c,rn\inced that thl'ir ri;;ht was ack1wwlcclg"d 
by the brrthl·rrn who fill ollices, or take the lcacl i1~ ehurc_h 
affairs, it would often 111ake them more reucly to give th.e1, 
assistance on thcsr. occasions. 

'2. l\linisters shoulc~ no: only explain the right of church 
members to attend, till')' ought aisu to C'ndeavour to con,·incc 
tht•m, that it is a duty thry owe to the great Hea<l of tlirir 
rdirTion, to the, cliurch, to the:r fellow nH•rnbers, an<l to them­
sdv:·s. They should point out to tlicm the gn•at adrnntag<'s, 
that woul<l r.l'sult, to tl1c blessed cau;c of the .Hctlet•nwr, aad 
to themsdws, by a n•gular conduct in thi, rl'spl'ct; aml 
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C'Xcitc them to a compliance by every motive which tlac subject 
11.fl'ur<ls • 

.'.J, If mini,tcrs, &c. wish the mcrnb,•rs in [\l'nt·ral to atl<'nd 
church mr:nings, and be useful at them, th<'y mu,t belrnre 
well to tlt'em whrn they do attrnd. 'J'h2y mn,t encourngc 
them to give their advice and speak their scn:imcnb: they 
must exc1,1se their mis-apprchcmions and i,nperi"cctions. anJ 
treat their observations with proper rcspl'ct; neither reprrssing 
them liy symptom, of impatience or 1lisapprob<1tion, nor pass­
ing them o,;er with contemptuous neglect. Their wh,,\e con­
duct onght to prove to every member present, that thry ac­
knowledge his full right to give his assistance; that thC'y rc­
Fpect his sentiments; and that they cstct•m themsdvcs obli_gcd 
liy his attendance. By methods like these, mauy a member 
would be induced to attend who is discouraged by a contrary 
tn•atnH·nt. 

4 It would also have a happy tendency in inducing a full 
attendance on these occasions, if care was taken to make thc,e 
meetings as edifying as circumstances would permit. It has 
been already observed, that many parts of the business trans­
acted at these meetings are of such a nature, that if properly 
conducted and coni;cicrltiously improved, they must tend to 
edification. This would however lead to many important 
considerations: and as I fear, I have already trespassed too 
much on- your i:oom, and your rC'aders' patience, l lay down 
my pen for the present. Should these desultory hints meet 
with your ni,probation, probably you may, at some futorc 
timl', ren-ive a few r<"1narks on the best mode of conducting 
church meetings, and n;eeting for discipli11e, so as lo render 
them i11tcre5tfog a11d edifying, from, 

Sm, yours truly, 
A LOVER OF ORDER. 

TIIE PilOGfiF..SS OT RATIONAL CHRISTIANITY. 

To the EorTOR of the G. B. R. 
Sr it, 

Some time ago I reacl the 1\Iemoirs of Dr. Priestly, written 
by l11m~clt~ and puLli>hed by his son, I was varlicularly 
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~trnck l'itt\ the changes that took pince in the opinions of 
that, in. many r<'spccts, grcat man, I le- apprnrs to have given. 
an in~c1111ous account uf the progrl'ss of ratiQnal ~cntiments, 
and m,\y forni~h nn artual l':--en1µl11icatio11 of the last reason 
assi~nc,I by i\J r. Frcc~ton for nut being a Socinian, Un<lrr 
this imprc~sinn, I nDtcil thc succ<'ssive modifications in his 
~i<·ws ,if ,li,.111• thing~: and if yon think the publication of 
my _notes likely tJ proJuce any g•,od dkct, thl'Y arc at your. 
service. 

I le "m cclurnt<'d, while n chilfl, in tenrts highly calvinis.-­
tic:,J; an,! perhaps the injudicious rxpl1cations of certain doc• 
tri1H's, z,alou,ly insi~lcd on by bigots of that prrJuasion, may 
ha,c had ,rn unhappy cffcct on a mine!, that c·ntt·1·1aincJ a high 
opiniou of lls <J\\ n po\, ers, an.cl was naturally more prone to 
di~pute th:)11 b1·liL0vr. He soon however softr-nccl his system: 
for Ii<' went through l3axteri.anism to Armini::rnism bd·ore he 
went to thC' Academy. 

,-\t the Acarkmy, he brcamc n cunfirmed Neccssnrian, Hnd 
in all disputrs with his fellow stuJeuts gcncl'ally defended the 
hcrcticnl sicle of the question. 

Leaving the Academy, he settled at Nerdhnm, There he. 
commenced Arian, aud in consequence lo$t mosi of his 
hca rcrs. • 

Not long after this, he was pcrsua<lc<l that the doctrine of 
atonement, even in its most qua!Jtil'cl Sl'llSl', has no coun­
tenance ritl1cr in scripture or reason. 

Thi; ,,as followed by a discovery, which those who have 
studied thr rnujl'ct will perhaps think oughi to have prcccdl'cl 
thP. furmcr. lie gained full satisfaction that the. reasoning of 
tlw apo~tlc Paul wa:;, in many imtanccs, far frum conclusive, 
nnd v.·rv def,·ctin'. -

This ·•uturallv lrcl forward to the lll'Xt dl'grrr of illumina­
tion. In a shol·r time, hL· hl'cam,· pl'rsuackcl of the falsity of 
1hr inspira~io!I of tl,c iltlthors c,f tl:t· bo.,ks of ~criptun•, as 
writ<r:;, and of all suprrnalural 111flnencl' wh:tll!Yer, except 
f•·r the purpose of iniracll's. _ . 

Ji,n·in·, thus eot rid of the :irgunwnlat1<1n of Paul, a11J the 
in,pirati~~n of the sarrc<l writ,,~·s, _it is rather_ ~in~ulm, that he 
slionlJ not haw sunk from ,\nan:,m to Suc1111amsm till sc\'t'• 

1-al- yl'ar, afo:r11ards. This l.owcvC'r -he sta·tt•s to haH' !Jel'll 
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thC' cn,r,. and Lhe chnng0 apprars to have taken place very 
gradually. . . 

'!"lit· next step was to deny the miraculous concrpt1on of 
.Tr~us, an,l tn assert his natural fallil>Jlity and prccability: 
that is, he discovl'red, that Jesus was nr,thing more than a 
man, prod uccd· like other men; and, like other men, Ly 
1mt urc liable to error and to sin. 

This is Ur. P's own account of the progrrs'! of his religiou<i 
sentiments. I leave your readers to make their own reflections 
1111d impruVL"mcnt : 

And remain, yours. &c. 
C1ncu>1sPEcToa. 

TRUST IN TIIE LORD AT ALL Tll\IES. 
AN ANECDOTE. 

l\fr. Hanserd Knollys was a pious, laboriou~ and successful 
ba-plibt minister, who sulforl'<l nrnch persecution for his con­
scientious attachment to the truth. He was dri~en in the early 
part of his ministry to leave his country, and to emigrate to 
tlw wilds of Americi; the common asylum, at that time, .fot 
all who wisheJ to enjoy liberty of conscience. There he 
sojourned fou1 years; but returned, in 1041, at the earnest 
request of an agrd father. On his arrival m [nglancl, he 
was re,luccd to greHt straits; bu.t experienced. the goodnt'Ss of 
providence in a pl"culiar maniicr. The following particulars 
arc extracted from his own account. 

'' I was. still poor 1111d sojourned in a lodging, till I Rad 
but sixpence. left; an<l knew not how t© provide for my wif~ 
a11d chilcl. Ha~;ing prayed to God and encouraged my wife 
lo tru~t in God, and to _remember formrr cxpcrirnces, and 
c,pecially tliat wor<l of promise, " I will never lea\'e thL•c nor 
~orsake thee;" I paid for my lodging and went out, not know­
ing whithrr God's good hand of provideuce would lead rue to 
n•ccivc somc1hing towards my prest'nt subsistence. Abont 
seven or eight doors from my !Oflging, a woman met me in the 
street, and told me she came to seek me, and her husband had 
sent her to tell me that there was a lodging provided and pre­
p~red in his hou~r, 1,y ~ome christian fritnds, for me and my 
w1fo, I told her my present condition1 and weut along with 

.\1 :J 
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lirr to her house. Tlwre she gavl'·nw tll'l'nty shilli~•, 1,liich 
Dr. Bastock, u htc ~,itfrrer, had gi,·,•11 hl'r for nw, a11d &om,! 
lintns for my witc-; \\'hich I rcet·iv;·d irnd tol<l her hu,bancl I 
would frt,·h my wife ancl child, and lodge tllt'n~; I rt'lUrill'rl 
"·ith great joy, and 1ny ll'ifo was much afli•clcrl with thiK 
~ra~nnal>lc and rnitable supply. Ai"tcr we had 1Pt11rned 
prais,·s 10 God, we \\'l'llt to our new loclging, where we found 
all thin:,;s nccc~sary provided for us; and 1111 charges paid for 
liftern wt·cks." Wh,·n this time was cxpirl·d, he undl'rlook a 
school, :md by the blessing of God was very ~ucccssful; brought 
up a large family cn•Jitably; ·and though scvL·rnl tinws im­
vrisone<l for religion, continued the laborious t\nd es!l't'llll'tl 
pa:;tur of a poor eh urch for fifty years till he went to his 
reward. lie <lice! September 19th, 1691, in the ninety-third 
year of his ag<'. • • 

AN ANECDOTE FOR CHILDfiEN. 
The worthy l\linister mentioned in the last article. has kft 

on record the followi•ng pkasing incidl'nt of his childhood, 
to which we i1niw the attention of our _young readers. 

•• One day my brotht·r and I, going to school together fell 
out and fought: upon which I was much convinced that we 
had sinnt'd against God, and against our father, who had 
often told us 11c were brethren, and ought not fall out by the 
way" I said, " Brother, we have sinnctl : Come, let us lie 
friends, alid pray 'to God to pardon this 11nd our other sins:• 
we buth imml·diately km,clrd down on ·the ploughed land; 
and I prayed, wept, and made supplication to God as well 
as I coul'd: which done we both kissed each other, and went 
to sch-Ool. • • 

G. B. OCCURRENCES. 
llBITUAR"ll', 

Tliough the.first article is certainly· out <if time; y,t tvs tA, 
goocJ man ta whom it rB~tes was we.Ll knou_•n an~ 7?UC~ esteem· 
«d in tlte G. B. qomiect"Uln,. cmd. as no m,tice of /um is ptrtur• 
ved, 'IDIJ have pr~ft;ired a fttw hints. re"ectint him. to IM, a6· 

wunt o,I the cka,tll oJ hi1 w.idf.w, 
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.'.pril J~t. 1781. Dil'ci i\Ir. JoSEPI/ A:-;rn:ll'HJ'I, air·rl fifry­
nnr years. He wns ordainl'cl Eldrr ovl'r t!ir G. B. church at 
(.rosbL•rton, Oct. 31. lifrl; and co11ti11ucd 1n tliat rL·lalion 'till 
J1is death. (·Jc was highly c,lrcmPcl by a nnmcruu.; auJl1arnt-
11nCL', un<l ~ad a good rL"port of tl1C"m who arc without being 
n111cl1 rL'~pectL"d in the m·ighbo11rhuo1I. Nine d;1y~ b,·fon· h1, 
<kalh, Ii<: went to prrach a11<l admin;stcr Lill: Lorrl's supprr tr, 
rl.ic l:rnL"ral Bap_tists at Burgh and :\lonkthorp. I le 1,·a, vrry 
pnorly 1,n the t;aturday whl·n he kft hom,·, and took some rrw­
dicine fur a cold; bur, having once lil'rorc bcl'n ol>l,gc·<l throu~h 
illness to cli;;appoint these fril'nd,, he was unwilling lo do It a 
srcond time, and wntur!'d to go. \','hilr cngag•.'tl in the w,,r­
ship of God, he was taken ill in the pulpit, and conH')'l'd to rbe 
house of his friend :\I r. HurtshoU5c of Cwfrs, where his com­
plaints continued to incrl•asr. On Wrc.lnrsday, Mr;, Ander­
son was sent for, to atte111l hl'r afflictt:d husband. llc ll'as per­
frctlv semible all the time of his illnrss. lie sent particular 
charges to his cbil<lrcn, and rccomnwncl!•<I them, in earnest 
prayer tl.l the grace of God, in a mannt:r suitrd to his vie,n of 
their tharactt·rs. On the Lord's day morning, ht.: perceived 
hi, end ~ppro:1ching, and said to Mr. Hurbhouse and some 
other frienus who w1:rc present, " l lind it is death. This will 
be an everlasting Sabbath to my soul." About ten o'clock at 
night he clcpmtcd. His remains were rcmovr:d to t.osberton to 
.be intcrred.-l\Jr. Thompson of Hoston preached a funeral ser­
mon, from· Arra. xx. 38. " Sorrowing moJSt all for the words 
·which.he spake, tha.t they should see his face no more." He 
left a widow and si-x children to the care of a kind and merci-
ful God. . • 

His widow, Mrs. Eliz. ANDBnsoN, died, August 24. ISl'i!'. 
much esteemed by her reluti\·cs, and religious friends. She 
was born in the yrar }73:j; baptizcd April 28, 175-1-; and mar­
ried, 1761. She was fi1'st a mcmbrr of the G. B. chmch, at 
Gamston, but removing f,om that part of the country she uni­
kJ wi'tlt the G. B. church At Gosberton, and continued in fd­
lomhip till death dismissed her soul u,tPie church abo\·e. Her 
-rniricli was well informed ia the <lvetrines of the goi;pel: anJ !:er 
hea;i-t and life were mfllkRCed by the word of Truth, ,•hich she 
found by c,-pericnce t•• be ihe pllwcr of God to her satvation. 
Her continui,111g a, re.spetwable anti· U!lefut member of the eh urch 
for fifty-eight iears1 prove thnt she had not received the grace 
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Clf God iri , .;in. \\'hilc slw saw sClme prof1·,sori of n•ligiort gti 
Linck to tlw \lorlcl, and others (,iss<'il to and fro, and c11rri~d 
alinut \\'ith rwry "iud of doctr:11(' ; ~hC' rnnli11u•~<l in the faith 
groun<lc,l n1ul s,·11kJ, :111cl wa~ n .. t lllOVl'<l away from the hope 
of tile go,pl'I, which she haJ IH'ard. In the active part of life, 
~he w11~ d, l,g,·nt in bus·111·s,; f,,rvcnl in spirit; sr.rving the Lord. 
After the ,kath oi'liLT husband, she had the care of a large fa. 
mily, nnd the mana~1•nwnt of a farm for many yrars; in both 
of"hich sh,• acquittl'd hcrsl If with credit: so that lwr cliil<ln·n 
may ri~e up ancl call hrr blessed. Tu them she acted the part 
of a prudent muth,·r; and for many yl'ars suppli,·d the place of. 
a fathrr. She had many trials; ancl some of them were wry 
painful ancl distrcs~ing to the min<l. Iler patirncc and forti­
tude \tCTC gr,·at.-Shc lo,t one son in the· hloom of Ii fe; by 
d,·ath : but anothrr was sr ai:c<l to her prayers; and, with 
plcarnr1•, ~he often heard him preach bcfor,· sill' <lird. 

She was very regular in aLtcnding worship, nnd the Lord's 
supper. Iler conversation was nut flighty an<l vain: but chasti: 
an<l coupled with fear. She a<lorncd hrrsl'lf in modest ap­
pan·l, \\ ith shamcface<lness and sobriety .-And in all her de­
portment in life, modesty an<l gravity were conspicuous. She 
was an nruament to religion,-a mother in lsrael,-an ex­
a:nple for younger professors to walk in the steps and faith of 
thi~ daughter of Abraham, and not be ashamc<l.-But,.though 
hi:r progress in the divine life was great, she was sensible of· 
many im.perfections.-Some years· Lefore.her death, hn hear-. 
ing bt•gan to fail, and sometimes she wo_uld complain, that she 
could not, profit ul')der preaching, nor by. conrnrsation, as she 
had done in time past. Notwithstan~ing this she kept ·her soul 
alive to the best things: Hrr conver~ation was mostly spiri­
tual,-and she was much in prayrr to God.-For some months 
before her death, she appeared to be waiting for her dissolu. 
tion; and would sof!letimes say tu her children," The grave is 
a dreary place; J shall soon be laid in it.'' At other timt•s ~he 
wo!!ld observr, '' I shall mef:t your ,!ear father, and we shall 
part no mor c."-She left Gosb,-rton two <la) s bdorc her death, 
.and said to her daug,htP.r Mrs. Clar~e, who had long l,een ten­
derly concerned to make her aged mother as comfortahle a1 
she could, " I hope the God of Jacob will be Y'>Ur portion."­
M rs. C. was not apprehensive that ~he sbo11ld hear her JDQ• 
tber•~ vuice nQ. more, 
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J,fony years before her death, n snlJ',lancc kHl ;:rown upon 
her arm which nt times wns very troublesome. After she had 
suff'crecl long the incom·enience of it, slue had it rl'movcd by tl,e 
knife; an,1 clid not consider the pain of the operation 10 be very­
gn·at.-Aflcnvanls, something of the same nature began to 
appear under her arm, which grew to he vf'ry large and con­
tinurd increasing, 1ill the pain caused by it wa, ir.suppnrtal,le. 
-She thought it would be better lo have it rrmo.t,d as the for­
tnl'r hall bl'eu, and mentionc1l this w her frirn<ls. They could 
nnt encourage her· in the attempt, thinking that c,n acc<>unt 0f 
her gn·at age, she would not have strength tu go through a 
second opcratian. They soon l<'arnl'd, however, that ;he> 
would not be satisfied without trying to have relief if sl,e 
could obtain it; and they well knew that she would not be 
easily turned f1om her intention. Thry, 1hatfure, left th@ 
businrss with ber to determine as she thought ,vould be fo~ 
the brst. She made up lier mind to go to Boston, and have 
the painful substance removed by the surgeon, 011 SaturJa,1 
morning, Aug. 22, Mr. John Clarke, her son io law, took: 
her in a carriage to Bostoo. She left home t1nditmayed ancl 
as compost>.d as if she had only \-ieen going to see a frit.-nd. In 
the aftrrnoon, she undenn·nt thE: operati-on, and bore it with 
her usual fortitude. Every thing appeared favourable., and 
a hope was indulged tl)at she would do w~IL But alas! un­
favourable symptoms in a short time began to appear. The 
afflicting news soon arrivrd at Gosberton ;. and when her 
daughter l\lr,. Clarke, arrh;ed at Bo~to11, slie found hn tlcar 
motlH·r unable to spra.k, so as to be unclerstood. No account 
then•forn can be given of the stale oi her mind, in thi: last 
hours of life: hut she appeared lo be composed and scnsibl~ 
to the last. In one thing she aclctl as thoug,h she recollected 
that she had 'formerly said, when she observed persons <lie 
11_ith their f')"<'S open. If I be sensihlc \\'hen I am going to 
cl1P, I will clo~c my eyes. As she was departing, she closed 
l:Pr 1·yr~ with her own hand ; and soon aftl'r t·xpin:d. Her 
r,-111:iin, w<:>rc convryrd to Gosbcrton, and on Thursday even­
mg 11l're laid by the si<lc of lwr <lcar l111bban<l in the chapel 
yard. 

Dy hl'r O\\'ll dc~irl', l\1 r. Bin:1s, of Bourne, ch·lin•re<l a dis­
rot,r~c to a res1wcta ulc con2rl'!!ation, from Luke xxiii . .>Ii, 
" \ " " Vl'rp not for me, but werp for yoursd\'e~, an<l fur your 
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childr<'n." HC'r two sons and three clau"hlcr!1 Bllll mnnf,of 
their cl,il,lrcn wrre prcs<'nt, " 

1'1~y th<'y llr\'C'r foq.(C't that they arc the offspring of sucli­
gooc! and respectable parents, 

Swer·t is the snvour of their names, 
.And soft their sleeping bed. 

How wonderful are the works of God, and his ways arc· 
past findin~ out! How necessary it is for us to watch, bt 
coming suddenly he fincl us slel'ping ! 

Dec, 11 lh, 1 S 12, died Mrs. SM 1-rn, aged forty-six years. 
She was th<' daughter of Robert Booth, of Kirby Woodhouse; 
and had bL•cn brought up to lltlend the G. 13. i\Iinistry in 
that town. The church, which at that titr,e was very small,· 
wa§ supplied by neighbouring l\linistcrs, chil'Ay by l\lr. 
Godclard of Ilkiston, and Mr. Trueman of Nottingham. In 
the year I 7f;7, she with several others who wC"rc baptized by 
.Mr. R. Smith, joined that Ii tile church. At the latter end of 
the same year, she n,rnoved to Nottingham, and joined the 
c:hurch there, being honorably dismissed from Kirby Wood• 
house. Oct. 12th, 1788, she married James, sn.n of the late 
Rev. Francis Smith of Melbourn, and brother to l\Jr, R. Smith, 
pastor of the G. B. church at Nottingham. This union· was 
productive of great mutual ~atisfaction, which continued un• 
interrupted till death dissolved the connection. Wheth1:r as a­
christian, a wifr, or parent, she maintained an honorable 
character. Being herself a rt'gular attendant on the means of 
gract·, she made it a matter of conscience to take all her 
children witl1 her, that the seeds of the gospel_ might he s::iwn 
in youth. Though prudence taught h<'r ·not to he loquacious i 
yet she never withhdcl necessary achicc. Every Lord's day 
evening, her childrt:n ga,thl'rcrl ruund ht•r, to rc,1d the wonl of 
Goel, and talk owr the sormons uf the day. It was on thrstl 
occasions, that her c-01,vrrsation harl a peculiar flow, Her 
countenance brightcnccl, \\ hilc ~lw dc·scri bed to them the faith 
of the martyrs, the lo\·e of God in s1·r.cling l,is Son to die for 
a guilty wnrld, :111J thC' final reward of the chri~tian. Yrl 
she wa~ nat,trally fra1ful and timorous: so liumblc, that she 
rnmctinws doubted \I hethrr ~he cll',nved the/tiamc of chris­
tian ; and ufi,·n frarL·cl that she slio11ld not be sal'l'd at last. 
For sereral rnonths before ~ht: died, she used to say, " l hu1~ 
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1
10 nc with the mnld long sinr.e." Imlcrcl she h:o.,J many rra­
sons to usl' this bmgua;;e: for within the ln~t ni11ctrC'n ypars 
shri ha<l fullonc<l to the grnvc hL;r father, rnoth(•r, t1ro s1stc·r,, 
two brolhcrs, -an<l tht·C'c childn·n Thio aclclt·d to a wrak 

1tatr of l•ody which ~he ha5 borne for several yrar5, taa6ht 
] 1cr tLe rnniry of ~ubluniiry object~. She s(•C"m~cl. in a great 
degree to have retin·J from socirty; an<l would plcasingl)' 
11pply the following lines lo herself. 

" I was a st-t,icken clrer, that left 1he herd 
" Lon~ since•. 1\\'ith many an arrow cleqi infix'<l 
" I\Iy panting side wa~ clrnr;!,'cl, when I wiLhdn,w 
c; To scck a tranquil ckath in di,tant shade~. 
" There was l found by onL', ll'ho ha<l him~t·lf 

]ken hurt hy th' archl'rs. In his ,ide he bore 
" And in his hands and fret, thr cn·1c1 ~cars. 
" With gl·nde force soliciting the clarr~, 
" He cln:w tht'm forth, and heal'd, and bade me Jin•. 
" Since then, with few asS'>ciatC"s, in rPmotc 
" And silent woods. I 11:wd1·r, far from those 
" _My formrr partners of the peopll'J scene: 
" With few associates, and not w,~hing morr." 

CowPER. 

On the llth of Dec. Mr. Smith on whose ministry 5hc had 
atlc'uded more than t\\'cnty-five y1•ars, cuun·rseJ wich hC'r fln 
the prcci,rnsncss of tht' prom;!;l's to poor ,;inners, thrnugh Jesm 
Christ, To this, she s;iid, " J could IIC\'er )"l't look on <lt'ath 
as a fric11d, but rnt11er .as ·an enemy." I could never say, 
" Come lord .lrsm, come quickly; yet I hopr, when I am 
calbl to diC', that he \\ill give me dying strengtli. I haq• nc> 
doubt of Christ's ability or willingness to sa\·e me, nor of his 
atonC'ment for me as a sinnC'I'; but I have not so cheerful a 
prospect of 1kath as I could wish." In the evening, her hus­
ha11d read scn•ral po.ssag(\s of scripture to her, with Young's 
Triumph nver the F1•ars of D"eath, aod the last chapter of the 
fiis,\ and ProlTr•~ss of H.eli<rion Q[ thL• Soul, The next morn­
ing, she had ~ paralytic st;okr, which nearly deprived her of 
srcl'ch and the use of one s1dl', In this poor enfeebled slatt', 
she drew s.uch draughts of comf..irt as ~he hail scarcely ever 
i'xprrirncrcl before, With her hand upliftt'd, shr exclairord, 
'' (.ilory, Glory.'' Being asktd, whether she had any frar of 
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c!C'~th now, sht rrplic·rl with C'mplrnsis, " No! not Irl•r 
friends 'thC'II C'nquircd if she could s:1y, " Come Lord Je.us :'' 
she said, "Ayc-, Aye'." I·ld· hu~b.111<l comfortl'd to sec- hrr 
~u happy, said, " I hope iii! our cl1ildrt•n will follow tl1t·ir 
rnoth<'r," and she anxiously an~wl'r,,rl, " Aye-, all, all!" With 
·great difficulty, she m:ulc her fri,·n,ls 1111tlc,~tand, that she 
,,•ant<'d to sec Mr. H. Smith to tC'll him as plainly a~ ,he wa~ 
nlii,·, that the fr•ar of drath ll'ns takc·n away; and 1h:1t she 
r<'joicrcl in its near approacJ1. She remained in an almost hl'lp. 

le,, ~tatr, gradually \\·cakl•ning, till about si.x o'clotk on the 
morning of the 11th, \\hen hrr happy spirit took its flight into 
:hait worlcl whl're p.1.in and sorrow lll'\'C'l' enter. lll'r dl'at-h was 
a ,('n•rc \\'Ot1::id to her alii.•ctiu:i.atc and di~consol.1ll' husband. 
l le ofrl'n lcoks upon his scw·n motlwrlcss children with parrn-
1:J ,olicit,id<'. 1\Jay tLt•y, by thcir ulieJirnt atfcctiun anJ 1irtu(•, 
J'l't)\·e thc·m,eh·es : 

" Young shooting plant:1 
" To scrct·n his widow't.l side." 

On the 1'.'Jth she was interred in the family vault, in the 
·G. B. buryin; g1011,1d Nuttingliam. A frnwral s,·:-mon was 
prl'achcd Ly :\lr. H. Smith from llcv. xxi. 4 "God shall 
wipe a\rn_y all tl-ars from their _eyes, &c."' Iler death is a 
~oll'tnn call to her childrrn, and while th.:-y try to follow her 
·example, "atcring her fnotstc-ps with the tl'ar of alfection_, 
may thl'y, a,sistrd by grace cli\'inc, realize h\!r last wish, and 
,\11, all, follow her to glory! • 

l\larch 9th, 1S13, died :\Ir. DA,·rn DANil'.Ls, a member 
of the G. B. cln,rch at Ipswich, aged t\fenty-niuc years. For 
-some years, his conduct had been moral ,_in<l rl'gular; and lie 
bad attC'ndl'd at ditfermt places of worship. It wa~ not, how­
~1-C'r, till he hrgan to attend the G. l3. ministry, that he was 
enaulnl to SC'e bis lost cstat,•, and 11is llC'ed of a Saviour. 
Th,•rc the Loni nlC't with him in a powerful \\'ay. He was 
inducnl to s,·ek the Lord in earnest; and· soon found, that, 
being ju-tili,,d by faith, lie h:ul pc!ace with God, through _our 
Lord Jc<s\i"f Chrh;t. Ile offered himself for church fdlowship, 
and was cordially accepted. Having given himself up to the 
Lrml by b~J'tisro, he diet honour to his profession by his con• 
duct, in bi~ family, in the church, and in th~ world. As the 
G. 13. c~_use at Ip~wich is but in its infancy, be exerted hi.11• 
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srlf, to the ulmost of his ability, to strength ell and support it: 
and his conver.:1.tion among 11. numher of 11,racclrss men, with. 
whom be wa..~ daily obliged to labour, was so consist~t. tln,t 
they said after hi~ death. " If Dauieli be not gune to laeaven, 
not a man in the town will." 

His death was rather sudden. He was seized with indispo­
sition on the Friday, and died on the Tuesday following. As 
he was apparently fast approaching the hour of di:.solution, en 
the Tuesday C'Vening, his minister was sent for. He kindly 
asked the dying man, how he did, who rcplil·d, " V cry ill ia 
body; but well in my soul, and perfectly resigned to the mll 
of the Lord, either to livP or die." Adding, " Christ is pre­
cious to me : and I could willin~ly leave all the world, and 
go to Christ, which is far better." His weeping wift:, and 
three small children surrouuding his bed, his minister asked 
him, "Can you leave your partner and family resignedly?'' 
" Yes," replied he., "Christ says, excrpt ye forsake all a.ncl 
follow me, ye arc not worthy of me." lking qucstio11l'd on 
wluit he depended for salvation: he said, " on Jesus Christ: 
on 11:hom I can stedfastly rC'ly for rnlvation," About two 
hours after this conversation, he died, without a struggle or a 
groan. Mr. Jackson, his minister, delivered a· funeral dis­
course, to a large and affected congrrgation, from Rev. xiv. 13,,. 
" I heard a voice from heaven, saying uuto me, write. Bless­
ed ere the dead which die in the Lord, &c." 

CONFERENCES. 

The LINCOLNSHIRE CONFERENCE was held, at Boston 
Sep. 23 and 24, 1812, On the Wednesday evening, l\fr: 
B11rge;s preached from Psalm xx, 5. " We will rejoice in 
thy salvation, and in the name of ou1 God we will lift up our 
ban~crs," Mr. Pocklington preached on the Thursday 
evening. 

Dec. 9th and H'th, 1 S 12, this ~onferencc ~as held again 
at Sutterton. On WC'dncsday cvcmr.g, Mr. Bums preached 
from 2 Peter iii, 9, " Not willing that any should perish" 
&e. Some candid and free remarks were 1nade : aud scver.:.1 
subjects or importance to the churches were consiclered. 

The last meeting of this conference w:is at Fl-::t, Maret, 
N .... 



13+ h. n. occi;u.nENCF.s. 

10th, lSlJ. Mr. W. Taylor prrncl1Pd from I Thess. v. 9, 10. 
" For G•xl hath not 11ppuintrd us t-;> wrath)" &c. Amon" 
thr bu~iiless altt'IHlrd to at this meeting, on inquiry wns mad~ 
respecting the presmt state of the G. B. Acn<lcllly, and the 
following rl'srlhllion was :igrl'N:I 10, viz. " That it be n•coin­
rnendcd to the committee 0f the Acaclr,my, that tl1c busint•ss 
of it be rrforrcd to the a,ssociation; and that th-e churchrs be 
previously informed of this, that they may scn<l their reprc­
scntati\·es prqJarcd to attcud it." 

The Lox no:- CoN FEltE!-iCE was held at Cliatham, April 
21st, 1818. The ministers present were, l\lc~srs. D. Taylor, 
of London, J. Li<ldon, of Hemel Hempstead, _Joseph Hobbs, 
of Bcrkharnstead, G. Purcell, of Bcsscll's Green, and S. 
Garratt, of Chatham. Mr. D. Taylor was chosen chairQ1:111; 
Mr. Liddon, moderator; Md l\Ir. Hobbs, scribe. The stntc 
of the churches was inquired into. At Berkliamstead, C/ie. 
sham, and Tring, they are thankful for peace as a church,. 
and hope the work of the Lord is going forward. They are 
tolerably well attended with hearers; four persons have bee1\ 
baptizcd since the last meeting, and two arc waiting for ad­
mission. At Chu1·ch Lane, London, since last conference, 
five have been baptizecl, one. received from ano_t~er chu1ch; 
and there arc now two canclidates for fellowship. They hope 
they are getting over some of the-ir difficulties, and the work 
of God is, in some. measun~, advancing. At Chatliain, they 
t-rust that they arc advanciug, though slowly. They arc 
united and peaceable; well attended in general with hearers: 
have baptizeJ three since the last conference at Chatham; 
ha\·c two candidates, and entertain good hope of otlH'rs. 

At this conference, iu order to revive the cause at. Chatham, 
l\Ir. Garrett was advised to preach two short sermons on the 
Lord's day, and to continue the prayer meetings on the Lord's 
day morning. In answer to the quc~tio!'· What can ~ve do 
to promote the intcre,t of Jesu_s Christ m the w~rlJ 1 1_t WI\S 

advised-That a zealous attC'ntron shou Id .be paid to village 
preaching, and that ministPrs shoul<l be ·particularly clircful 
to· addrt.-ss their hearers in the plainest lang-uagc, and on the 
most important truths of the gospel; such as repentance lo• 
wards God, and faith towarcls ,our Lord Jes.us; cautiously 
avoiding·all ambi,gui,ty of expression a1id all subjec,ts of coa• 
trovcrsy, • 
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On Tucsclny evening, l\Ir. lloLb, prr:aclw<l frorn Cvr. xv. 
~R. '' Thcrcl'orc, my beloved brc·thrPn, be ye· ,tr•dfast," &r:. 
On the Wednesday cvcnin6, l\Ir, Lid<lr,n dc·livl'r<·d a <liscour,c 
from I Tim. i. 11. " According to Llic gloriu11, gospc:1 of the 
blcssrcl God," &c. And Mr. D. Taylor, from Pliil. iii. 20, 21. 
" Our co1,wrsatiun is in hcann; from whence we look for 
the Saviour," &c. 

The ne~t conference to be held at Suffolk Street, South­
wark, on the second Wcdnrs<lay in October. l'l'lcssrs. Sexton 
and J. Ewen to preach on Wednesday, and l\Ir. Purcell on 
the Tuesday cn·ning. 

Wednesday, Jan: 13Lh, 1813, the Anniver,ary Meeting of 
the CHRI~TIAN FuND was hclci at F'lcct, in Lmcoln~hirc; at 
which a uuml'rous company of its members and friends, from 
nil parts attended. 1n the morning, i\lr. Burgess delivered a 
discourse from Prov, xxvii .. 12, "A prudc_Ht man forcseeth. 
the evil, and hideth himself." In the evening, Mr. Bissill 
preached from Prov. iv. 7, 8, 9. " Wisdom is the principal 
thing," &c, On the whole, it was a season of a very friendly., 
animating, and edifying na!ure. 

l\ES<.:ELLl\.NEOUS INFORMATION. 
We arc desired by, OU~ frie~ds at Birmingham, to req&est 

that the Representatives and. others, who attend the ensuieg 
Association, Wol\ld put up at the Rose Inn, Edgbaston Street: 
and nut at the White Ha.rt as -mentioned in the last year's 
minutes. 

The ordination of Mr. Cl1eatle to the p~toral office over 
tlic G. B. church at llirmingham, will taki: place on the 
Tuesday, on which the Association commences. 

We arc happy to learn, that the governors of the G. B. 
Acad .. my have resolvetl to adopt the plan recommended by the 
Lincolnshire conference; and to refC'r the whole busint'~s of 
that Institution to the next association. As the subject is of 
great importance to the prosperity of the whole connection.J 
we trust the churches will give it that prompt attention which 
the case requires, and send their representatives properly 
instructed. 

'l'ho atJcnti,;m of lhe connection is, I(kewise, re;tJf.CtfullJ 
c~lku to the proposals for publishing the History of t/1e New 
Co1111cctio11, inserted in the last number of the G. B. R. It 
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i,; l'arnestly rcqul'stctl thnl rnch church woulcl take the ,ubject 
inlo s~rious considl'ratiun: and, if thry judge the undertaking 
clcsnn·s <'ncouragcmcnt, that they would exert themselves to 
r,rocurc Subscriptiom. Some progress has been made in col­
lecting an,l arranging matnials; a111.I several unexpected 
~ources uf information 111\Ve hl'en discovl'rcd. The prosecu­
tion of the Work will depend on the r11couragemcnt received 
at the ensuing Assorintion. It a sufficient number of sub­
~criptions be not thl'n Lrought forward the dl'sign will be rc­
linquisll('d. Thcrr may, howcnr, be a propriety in stating, 
thal, as it is propo~1·d to charge the subscribers only the trade 
Frice, an a cl ,:incc of at least twenty-fi vc per cent. must be 
niade to non-subscribers: so that, if the rnlume be sold to 
the former for eight shillings, the latter must pay ten. 

Il is wit~ pleasure we announce the publication of the ninth 
fdition of D. Taylor's Catechism; an<l seventh of his Com-• 
pendious View of tl,e Nature and Jmporta11ce of Christian 
Baptism. Thf-se t'ditions are corrected; the former contains 
thirty-six pages for four-pence; antl the lattu twenty-four 
pages for thrcc-ptnce. 

BAPTIST MISSION IN INDIA.· 
In a former number of the G. B. R. (see .vol. iv. page 137.) 

W'e brought down tbP- transactions of this in.tercsting Mission 
to tLe a11tt1mn of I I:! I O. Yvo now re~ume our account of the 
p 1oore,s of thl'ir labours in the different places, in which they 
hav~ attrmpted to diffuse the.light uf the go~pel of .peace, 

The mi,,iun at fiA:NflOON, in the Burmnn empire, has met 
with many obstacles. JiJ August, 181 O, 1\1 r. Fdix Carey, 
who has fur several years laboured thrre, met with a srrious 
acci(knt. Heturning one cvrning, frnm visiting his patients, 
his horse run a,2;ainst 1he trunk of a tn,t•,· and threw him off. 
Jn the fall, he dislocated his right wrbt; so that he appre­
hended ti,ere was danaer of a mortification. By the divine 
blt-s,inn on proper n~ans, a cure was effected; but his lwnil 
will al~·ays remain weak. This howcwr did not discourage 
him. In the br"innina of the next yrnr, he declares that he 
},ad ,d1olly rcsplvcd ~o sprn,1 his <lays in the service of Go~, 
amung the Uurrnans, He applic<l srdulously ~o perfecting hi~ 
hnowkdg•: uf the lan_;ua3e; a11d procl'edcd with the translll· 
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tions of 1!1c sctipturC's into it with all,the diligence that tii~ 
prnfossional a,vocati!)nS would permit. For he wa~ highly 
esteemed as a medical practitioner, and much countenanced L,y 
~ovC'rnmctit. !\larch 22d, J SJ 1, he married a native 0f 
Burmah, who hacl liet·n a Roman catholic, but had lately 
rljected hrr pril~st, and broken all connection with that sect. 

In the spring of this year, the country was tom in pirces 
by intestine commotions. Several insurrections took pb.cc. 
The governor of .Pcgu and his family were carried into cap­
tivity; and thr, viceroy of Rangoon was attacked, in his 
journey to Ava, nnd lost fifty of his men. These tumults 
i,ncreascJ in 1he following months. In July, the Bunnan 
government was totally cut off, by the rC'voltn~, anJ Rangoon 
was threatened with an attack. l\lr. F. C's. ~ituation bC'camc 
daily more dangerous -and alarming; but he 11· 4s rnabled t,l 

encourage himsrlf in the Lord his God. "· If," says he, in a. 
letter to his- fathC'r ~ elated July, IS 11, " Goel has a work for 
me to do, he will find means for my prr1,ervation, amidst all 
the tumults and perils which cau possibly surround me. Into 
his hand~, therrforr, I resign my all : assured, that \\·hat is 
committed into the hands of my blessed Redeemer can never 
l:ie lost." 

September 23<1~ 181 I, Mr. Chater returned to Rangoon, 
During his. continuance, at Serampnre, he ha<l rrinted two 
pamp'hlels <J~ S.r.ripture Extracts, in the ~urman language', 
"·hich he expcctC'<l woul<l be eagerly read by the natil"cs. .l\Ir. 
Chater, liowcwr, did not continue long witl, his colleague. 
The unsettlell st:ite of affairs, his ivife's constitution bcin; un­
able to bear the climate, and othrr considerations inducl'd 
him to relinciuish that mission. Jn a few weeks he [oµk his 
rinal leave of ILrngoon; and brought with him the· Gospel of 
l\latthcw, translated into· Burman by Mr. F. -C. That young 
man, though kft alone, procecdca assid11011sly with "(he, 
translation of the scriptu're;. but was mucl~ hindered Ly bc:in,i 
employed in tramhiting the correspondence between the. 
Burman an<l English governments. -

Since l\lr. Chater left Rangoon, the frirnds at Scrampor,, 
~~ve been desirous of srnding assist,iM1F to l\Ir. F. Carey. 
lhry turned their'icyes on l\lr. Kerr, ll.)'0-ting-man of twenty· 
two ycar3 -of ilge; a member of the chtirch at Calcutta, o( 
a~ excellent character. Though in a good silll:\tion, ar.tl 
l11 ghly esteemed by his employer, he had yvJunrnrjly 0ffu0ci 
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to giw himself up wholly to the work of the Lord without 
remuneration. When Rangoon was proposed to him; after 
deliberation anJ pt·a)"l'r, he l'Xprc·s~e<l his readiness to go. If 
the internal troubles of the country have not caused ,~ tempo­
rary suspc-mion of o\1c1·ations; we trn,t he has joined his pre­
decessors, anJ commenced his labours. 

In OR1ss.~, the labours of Mr. J.,hn Peter and his associate 
Kri~hna-<las, wnc bl,'st with cunsi<lerable fruit. In Octobt.:r 
1S10, the church consi~tt'd of Europeans, Portuguezc, and 
,1ussulmans; and the conJuct of the members, with one ex­
ception, wa5 L,ccoming the guspd. The soldiers who hud 
been baptizl'J, contitnll·d steady and consistent, and scveral of 
their comrad, s joinvd them. 'J hey were removed from I3ala­
:<orl' to Cuttack, in DecembC'r; but their removal, though i.t 
weakened tl1c hands of '.\lr. Pelt'r, appears to have been in­
strumental in sprrading the truth. On their Jnarcl1, and after 
their arrirnl at Cuttack, they not only maintained the worship 
of God amo11g thcmschcs, but were ,·cry assiduo·us in talking 
0f Ch1ist and tile way of salvation to the natives, and i1, distri-
Luting Tracts and New Testaments among them. • 

Jan. 4, 1811, l\Ir. P: baptized a Uyr:iggce, of tfie name of 
~ir•Jnjun, and many of the natives attended to sre the ordinance 
ad:uiui~tcrl'd. Jn a few clays, this convert luft Balasore for his 
native country. At parting he wept much, and said he would 
go and make known the name of Jc~us to his countrymen; anJ 
rather die than deny him.· 

Mar. 31, a fifer of the 14th rcgimrnt was baptized, A bout 
this time, seynal of the natives of Orissa shcwed great attention 
to the gnspcl. An Orissa woman of rank and influence died 
in ~lay, who had· professrd her faith in Jesus, and wao a can­
didc1:(• for baptism, but could not be baptizl'd 011 account of 
hcr illness. Her last words werto, "Ycs,1 am going to Jesus:'' 
The preaching of the word was Letter attendl"d ; and i\J r. P, 
appears to be growing in the estimation of the inhabitants. llis 
con"Tl-'l!:ation; in June so1nctimcs consisted of three huncl"rcd 
nat1~es: bt:sides Europeans. Towards tht! close of this year, 
a gentleman presented him with a hon,r, which greatly lcs,cn­
cd his fatigue, and cnablcn him to extend his labours to a 
greater distance. He visit£d the pious soldiers at Cuttack; 
and, on the road, preached to rnany of the hcath_Fns at one of 
their idolatrou:; fc:;tivab. Two were aclclcd to thi church from 
the army; ancl 1 upE>n the whole, thl· pro~pect is cncouragiJ1g 
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Our rC'aclcrs will rccolkcl, that !\fossrs. Hohin,on anrl Cor­
ni~h huving lH·cn attackl'<l by rolibers, had left tl1(•ir station in 

lloo'l'A~. (Sec G. B. It. iv. U'!,) Aft1·r this all,:e11ng cveul, 
i\lr. H.. mu<le one incllcctual effort ffi(Jr(•; awl tlll'11, with tfw 

approbation uf his associatc·s, rdinquishc·,l the attempt. I-'r,r 
the present ,therefore, that station mu~t be tonsi dcr , , re• 
li1H1uishcd, "'"' 

Jan. 21, t8'i~Jl\frssrs. Chamberlain and Pc:tcoclc set out 
with the1,r famili<'s from Srra.mporc for AGRA,-a juurncy (Jf 

uearly u thousand miks, up the Uang,Ps. Tlwy sciz<'<l every 
opportunity, as they prr.1cecdt•d, Gf prl'aching to the natives, 
and distributing tho Scriptures an,J n·ligiou, Tracts. They 
\l'l'rc ,lcta·ned, by a· mutiny of thl'ir buarnwn, for ,0111c time at 

Benart•s; the ~reat scat c,f idolatry, wht•rc i\lr. C. says," !:iatan 
sit,; enthroned." !fore they bore a faithful testimony against 
supcr~tltion ; and assiduously preached the word of Jifo. A 
considerable ~pirit of inquiry was excited; numbers heard 
with altentiirn, and received their books with apparent plea­
sure ; some following them-eight or nine miles for Tra.c[5, after 
they ha<l lt·ft the city. On Ma.y 17th, they arrived at Agra, 
and wPrc kindly received by a gentleman to whom they br,d 
been recommended. They l'nga.,acd at home, and the nl'xt 
morning cemmenccd their labours. 

l\lany encouraging circumstances attended their first at­
tempts; but they were soon called upon to exC'rcise their faith 
and patience. One of Mr. C.'s ch1ldrcn died Ang. 3d, and 
another promising daughter, of five years old, was takm away 

1 on Oct. 10th. She died rl'joicing in JL"sus. " 0 Lord," she 
exclaimed, ii few days bcfon: her death," let me be an angel 
of thinl', and fly away. Take away from me this stony hl'art, 
and give me a heart of fl~h. I knuw that I am a.~inner, but 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners who have 
brok~u the law of God.'' Soon after their arrival, Mr. Todd, 
Sl'ljl·ant-major of the .fort, had opened his hous(: for thr use 
of the missionaries,. nnd they preachecl regularly in it on the 
Sabbath and Thursday evenings ; but, in the l.i.tter rnd of Oc­
tober, their friend fcl\ down and expired in an instant. These 
a_fllictions were heavy, but they were Lame with Christian for­
titude and resignation. The atlrntiun to their mc3sage ma11i­
fcste<l by ~cvcra.l respectable E.uropeans settlrd in that city, 
and some ap.pearJ.ncrs among the natives, supportl'n their 
hopes. Th,0 y applied assiJuou;ly tti the acquisili\m of a more 
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corr<'C't knowlrdge of the languag<' 1 ancl, aC'corrling to tl1cir 
urnal modt', 1mmcdiatdy romnwnccd tlrn work of translation, 
They opcnccl a ~chuol ; a 11<1 in Dcrcm hl'r 181 I, had nine d:\y 
scholars a11,l tin, board,·rs, with tlw prnspect of s1,vrral more 
after Chri~tma~. Though no appar,·nt success had been ol.,. 
scr\'l'd at thi, station, yet the bn·thn·n r<'joicc in hope that thl'Y, 
shall iu due time r,ap, if 1.lwy faint not. 

Jn our Inst :,ccoynt, Wtj left l\lrs. l\IoMc murh inrlisposrcl, 
soon afttr their arrival at PATNA·. S uh.cquent information is 
mor<' rncouraging. In !Har. IS I I, the breth rrn, on their road. 
to Agra, sl(lpped a clay or two at Patna. Thl'Y describe i\lr, 
and l\J rs. l\Ioore's situation as a pleasant and, important one. 
Mrs. l\I. was ml1ch rccowred, and l\lr,. Biss haJ joined h~r 
frum Serampore. ]\fr. M; had opened a school; ha<l aln•a<ly 
twenty scholars; and expected several others. Commodious­
prcmiscs. had been purchased at Digat11, near Patna, for a 
missionary house and school ; anrl Mr. Rowe arrived from 
Seran141orc, in the bt"ginning of December, to assi,t Mr. 
l\Ioore. In e. lrtter dated December 26th, 1811, he obsrrvcs: 
'' I am highly pleased with this country; it is healthy, and 
our neighbours arc friendly. Calcntta cxcf'pted,. I do not 
think there is a finrr station in the country fur rnissiouar.y ex­
ertiuns, either among native~ or Europeans. Patna is an ,im­
mense city. We ha\"c pi:ocu.rcJ a teacher, au<l. intend to learn 
theHiudoo language as fast as we can.'' • 

Ha.ving given this &kf'tch of the state of the !\.fission in the 
1>ther parts of India, we now r.eturn to take a view of the 
churches in Bengal. 

After the re-union of the interests at DIN AGl!.PORE and 
SAIIAMAH:L, into one church, the labours of l\lr. FernanJcz, 
tlie worthy pastor, hav1i been, in n good measurc, succrs~ful, 
Jn NoYernber, I 8 I O, he rncnti,ms several enquirers, of whom. 
he entertained great hopes. In D'ecember, he made an ex• 
cur?>ion jn,to the cr,untry, and was t•nable<l to prrach the 
gospel to a large number of people, who heard it with gr_cat 
attention, and appeared much aff'1,cted. Jn the follow11;g 
spring, his hopes WC'rc realized. May 5th, five natives, two 
men and three women, were haptizccl at Dinagcpure: and in 
August, &ix other natives voluntanly renounced their casl, 
and professed a conviction of the truth of the Gm,pcl. Sc• 
vend othrrs, ,m<l ,ome of rank and influence, appcitrc<l deeply 
impressed wi.th a concern for their soub; took every oppor• 
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tunity of ·inquiri11g the way of salvation; and rncouraged 
tht:ir d<'pendant~ to attend the means of Grace, 

But in the midst of these pleasing scmes, l\I. Frrnande:i: 
"as called to suffer domestic affliction. October 6th, Mrs. F. 
dieil, after an indisposition of only a few days. She appean 
to have been an amiable anil valuable woman; a great as• 
~istance and comfort to her husband, in his cndeavonrs to en• 
lighten his dark neighbours; and highly esteemed hy all the 
brcthrrn· I-11:r hu~band felt his loss s~verely; and, fo,· 11omc 
tim<', \\'as inconsolalile. He soon, however, n:surned bis la­
bours. On November 25th, three more were added to the 
church by baptism. Six or seven others were expected soon 
to follow their example: and the whole number of natives who 
had ·voluntarily renounced their cast, atthis station, amounted 
to twenty-five. 

At GoAMALTY, the ]ahours of Mr. l\Iardon, and his two 
native associates, Deep-chund and Bhagvat, have been greatly 
interrupted _by frequent indisposition. Towards the close of 
the year 1810, _they and their families were much afflicted; 
but in November he was so far recovered as to be able tu take 
a.journey, and pre11ch the go!pd. They continued labour_ing 
as th~y Wl're able, though not with much apparent success. 
In l\Iarch, Mr. l\I. describes them as "faint, but pursuing·" 
Decp-chund's mother, a member o_f thei,r little churcb, died in 
a comfortable ~tale, February 17th. At this time the uative 
brethren were brouget so low by bo<lily affliction, as seldom to 
be. able to gl't out. Mr, M. himself continut·d weak, and often 
unable to bear any fatigue. On Lord's-day, July J-1.th, he 
haptized the wivt"s of Deep-chund and BhagYat, and re• 
Cl~ivc<l them iuto the church. Soon after thi-, i1n unpleasant 
affair, rcsp('cting Drep-ch,md, induced both Mr. l\f. and he to 
quit the station, an<l go to Scrampore. This discourJ.gc,l I\Jr. 
JU. much ; but, in October, he returned to Goamalty, anrl 
took 11ith him De Cruz, a member of the church at Calcutta, 
as an assistant. On his ar1ival, he wrote to the brethrrn at 
SC"rampore, and concluded thus: " The communion of saints, 
how sweet and ch,•(•ring to the mind! Last Lord's-day ti~ht 
of us partook of the Lord's supper in this bun~low. 011 
Aionuay evening we ha<l the monthly prayer mcetiug; and on 
I_ ursday enning we had another prnyrr mcl'!ing hen·. I han:' 
l1ttle rearnn to t.xpcct such pleasing intenicws in furure. The 
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wilrlcrnt'~S of Gowr prnrlucrs no such ddicious fruit. fo 
your prayers rrmember Goumalty." 

Mrs. l\f. had, in consequence of indisposition, and in pros• 
prct of bring confirmed, left Goamalty, and arrived at Se­
rampore Dcccm ber 6th. On the I 5th she was rlclfrered of a 
son; and died 011 the '24th. The infant and three other 
young children sun·ived, to fee\ the loss of an· indulgent 
mother. Two of these children, however, soon followed hu to 
the grave: and, on May 23d, 1812, l\lr. !\Jardon himself 
died, almost suddenly. He _was nearly as well as ever he had 
been six hours before his dl•ath. The,e are dark providences ; 
but the Lord has the residue of the spirit with him; and will, 
we trust, raise up some well qualified instruments to carry on 
his own work . 
. Toward; the latter end _of Noven)ber, 1810, Mr; W. Carry 
JUn. and his family arrived at CUTWA, to replace Mr. Chmn­
berlain, who had consented to endeavour to settle a misoion at 
Hindustan, and has at length settled at Agra. Mr. Chamber:. 
ls.in and his family set Clut for Serampore immediately on tlie 
arriva,l of the former. The interest here is but small; but; in 
181 I, one native was. baptized, and six or seven others ex­
pres!!.ed their desire to be admitted to ·that ordinance-. One of 
these is a native merchaut of C'onsidera-ble properly,: who had 
formerly a house of gods. After hearing and reading the 
Gospel, he expelled his idols, tied them up in straw, and sent 
them to Mr. Chamberlain, who sent them to ScrampoFe. He 
also clave up a fine car of the G•.1d Krishna; and used it for 
fire wood. His former temple is filltd with merchandize. 
There are others who adhere to him, a11d who hwve reserved 
the 11·ord of GCld. As they live about si-:,;ty mili•s from C11twa, 
tl1ey sanctify 1he Lord's-day among themselve~, by l'cading 
the Scriptures, a1w carryiug on the. w0r~hip of the true God, 
as" rll as thry are abfe. They reside at a large t'lwn ,:ailed 
Lakra-koonda, on the confinrs of the l\lah rat ta country. 
Thry lia"c suffrrr<l much persecution from their nrighbours; 
but apprar to main lain good characters. January 2~r!, !\Jr. 
,v. CMey vi,i!t'd t1H'lll, and baptiz1·d two prrsons. 'I he op• 
rnsitivn to the• Gospel increased by this public measure, and 
the heathen magi;trates encouraged the populace to maltreat all 
whu ~hcwnl "Ji;pobition to hear it. Kreeshna Rosa, t_l1c m<'r­
chant mentioned bcforr~, has been falsely accused, and lost 
comic!erablc prrJpcrly; and several of the other enquirers ha\e 
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bc<'n imprisonecl and usr<l with • great cruelty, They bore it 
with patience; an<l an t•lfoctual cloor appears to be opened for 
prc·aching the Gospel among the heathens in those benighted 
parts of Bengal. 

The church in the district of Ji,:ssoRE cun~ists of four 
branches, each about thirty mile, di,tant from each other, and 
comprchcuds an extent of country little lrss than a hundred 
milrs in diameter, Through these branches of the church, 
C. C. -Aratoo1i, called in the former :icccnlnts only Carapeit 
Chator, itinerates; and labours with great clili!?,ence and suc­
cess. At the close of lSlO, the church con~i,;ted of nearly 
sixty members; thirty-two of whom, fourtten Mussulmen and 
eighteen Hin<loos, had been ba.ptized that year. Six more 
were baptizc<l Jlrne 6th, 1811 ; and eight waited for baptism 
in March. At Aratoon's urgent request, four native preachers 
have been stationed at the <li•lferent branches of the church, to 
preach and convt'rse with enquirers· wll!'n he is absent. Their 
names are Sectoram, Manik, Pran-Krislma. and Manik-sha 
These people are very poor. Their pastor is a poc,r man; uor 
J1ave tbeya :·ich man amongst them. The hard,hi,,s they cn­
,dure in embracing the Gospel arc truly sC'rious. Prankri,hna. 
was threatened by the zemmdar to be turned out of the \·illage. 
l\Janik-sha, • for attempting to build a hut for worship, was 
thggcd, and imprisoned for three days, without any thing tG 

rnt._ Feai:ing the consequences of 1heir cruelty, his pcrse­
,cutors then dismissed him, after stripping him of his lit-tie pro­
perty, and said;" Go home and build your house, but do not 
preach' in the,P, parls; if you du, we will kill you some day." 
To this Manik-sha calmly replied,. "You arc able to kill my 
body,. but· yeu are. not able to destroy my soul." In some 
places, however, _they .meet with mor,e countenance. Septem­
ber 10th, C. C. Araloon was invited by the head man of a vil­
lage called Dotn-para, to preach at his hou;;C'. He complied: 
an? the invi.tation was repeated, w~th a: promise to prepare a 
suitable place for publi.: worship. • 

The labtrnrs of these diligent miss1011aries continue to be 
blcst. 'l'wci na-thes'were bnp.ti.ze<l in 1811, t1vo more in July; 
anrl, in S,eptember, Aratooa iLiformed ~1r. Ward, tb:it seven or 
t·1ght pers·ons desired baptism, \vhom he proposed baptizing in 
the v-illagcd to which they iielonged. 

November l9th, 1811, C. C. Aratoon .was married to Miss 
l\liriam Muckt'rtion. A~out this .time, Mr. Cornish, who had 
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!O narrowly ('Sc-aped ul'ing murdered on the borders of Iloolnin, 
undertook the ovl'rsight of an indigo factory in Jessore; thi~ 
was done with the approbation of th~ m1~siomll'ics, und the 
horc of promoting the cause of Christ in that neighbourhood, 

( To be concluded i1t our 11e,1:t.) 

To the EnITOit of the G. B. R. 
D&AR Sm, 

$houl<l ynu think Lhl' following, worthy of a place in your 
I::_, po~itory, I ~hould frd mysdf oblig,·d. 

A young gentleman, tenderly atlachcd to a young la11y, • 
WJ.~ 0bli~ed tu take ajoumcy. During his absence, she became 
;;. fo!IC1wcr of Jesus. lie hear,! of the change; and wrote her 
;c. lctl<'r foil of invccli\•rs agai11s-t-religion and its gloomy pro-' 
!l'~~Ul'S. llaYing a good voice, and playrng well on the piano­
forl.i-, she had been accustomed to entertain him with her 
music ; <'specially in performing one song to which he was 
,·<'ry partial, the burden of which wai; " Ah ne.,.·er, Ah no!'' 
1\t the first interview after his return, he tauntingly said, " I 
,Hppos<', you cannot sing us a song now!" " 0 yes," she re­
plied," but I will ;" and immediately sung and played the 
following vcrsc-s, which she had composed to his favour,ite tune, 
Tl1e c-ffrct was, that his prejudices were shakm ; and, in time. 
he cmbrac,·d the· principles tbat he bad •pposf'd. • • 

1'fotti11gham. I am yours &c. J; S. 
AH NEVER! AH NO ! 

As I glad bid adieu to the world's fancied pleasure, 
You }'ity my weakness; alas did you know 

The joys of religion, that best hidden treasure : 
Would you bid me resign them? Ah never! Ah no! 

You'll surely rejoice when I say I've received 
The only true comfort attained below. 

I know by <'xpe1·ie11ce, in whom I've believed : 
Shall I giv~ up this .treasure? Ah never ! Ah no! 

In the gay scenes of life I was happiness wooing; 
But ah ! in her stead, I encountered a woe : 

And found I was only a phantom pursuing: 
Never once did I find her. Ah never! Ah no! 

But in thc-se bright paths, which you calf mel11,ncholy, 
I've found those delights which the world does not know. 

Oh did you partake them, you'd then see your folly; 
Nor again bid me fly them: Ah never! Ah no! 
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EXTRACTS frtnn RECENI TRAVELS in JUDEA, &c. 
lLLUSTltA"r,IVE of Sc1u PTURE • 

. ELisn,i'_s SPIUNO AT J1m1'Gfro. The em·irons of Jerich• 
arc adorned with a spr¥Jg, the'waters of which were rendered 
s\1'!'l't 'by a miracle' of Elisha's. This spring is situated two 
miles ·d.bovc ·the town, at the foot of the mountain where 
Chl'ist prayed ,and fasted forty <lays.· It separates into two 
bt.lnt:hes. On its b;(nks arc seen some fields of doura, groups 
of acacias, the tree which yields the balm of Judea, and 
shrubs resembling- lilacs in their leaves which were not in 
ll01~r. At pr<'sent. there are neither roses nor palm trees at 
Jericho, An aged acacia overhangs the spring; and, a little 
lower, another tn·e bends in such a manner over the stream, 
that issues from the spring as to form a natural bridge across 
it. We halted at Elish<1.'s spring. A lamb was slaughtered 
and put down whole to roast uefore the fire, which was-kindled 
on the brink of the water. When the banquet was reacly, 
we seated omselves round a .wooden dish, and each tore in 
pieces with his fingers a portion of the victim. One is fond of 
di:;con~ring in these customs some traces of the manners of 
ancient times, and of finding mcmrJria.ls of Aliraham and 
Jacob among the descendants of hhmael. 

ltoUTE FltOM JERICHO TO JERUSALEM. ,ve quitted 
Elisha's spring, and set out for Jerusalem. We left, on the 
right, the mount where Christ fasted forty days, and un the left 
mount Abanm whence l\·Ioscs, beforr his death, surveyed, the 
Land of Promise. As we entered the nvlUntains of Judea, we 
saw the remains of a Homan aqueduct. The road we pur­
~u~d among the mountains was broad and sometimes pawd ; 
It 11, perhaps an old Homan way. We passed the foot of a. 

lllountain fomll'l·ly crowned with a golhic castle that defend~d 
0 
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the road. We then drscl'ndrd into 11 llt•ep gloomy vnllty cnlJed 
in Hrbrcw the place of blood. In this lonely sput, the 
Sam:nitan snccourcd the wo:.rndC'd tra\'l'llrr. Wr JJUSSl'd 
through Bahurim, ,, lll're David fkl'mg h<'fore A bsalom was 
stonl'd by Shimci. A little farth<:,r ll'e alighted at the foun­
tain, where as tradition !'datc-s, Christ was accustomed to n·st 
"1th his Apostlt•• as he rettirned from Juicho. We began to 
a~ccnd thl' back of the l\Iount of Oli,•es, and came to the 
l'illage of Bl'lhany, whcrn the ruins of Martha's house, and 
the sepulchre of Lazarus are still prl'tendcd to be shewn. We 
thl'n dcsccnd1·d the l\luun_t of 011\·rs towaTds Jcrusah•m, 
crossrd the brouk Ccdron 111 the vallry of Jch,,~hapbat, and 
pursuing a windrng path on-r Mount Zion, we cn'tcrcd Jcru­
salrm by the pilgrim's gate.· 

THE VALLEY AND VILLAGE OF ST. JEREMIAH. BPfore 
us to the north and cast oprned the ,•alley of St. Jl'remiah. 
It is conjectured that the anthor of the Lamentations came 
into tnl' world in the village that b1·:irs his 11ame. So much 
is certain, that the melancholy of these parts srems to pervade 
the composition~ of the proph<·t of sorrows. On approaching 
St. Jeremiah, however, I was somewhat cheered by an unex­
pected sight. Herds of .goats with pend1mt ears, shn·p witb 
large tails, and asses which remind you of the beauty of the 
ass of scripture, issued from the villagr at the <lawn of day. 
Arab women were hanging grapes to dry in the vineyard,.; 
others with their faces veiled carried pitchers of watn uii their 
heads like the <laughters of l\lidian. With the first brams of 
the light, the smoke of the hamlet ascended, confused voic1·s, 
songs, ~houts of joy met the ear. This scene formed a plca·s• 
ing contrast with the desolation of the place, 

TnE PLAIN OF SHARON, The flowers, which in spring 
adorn this celebrated plain, arc the white and red rosr, the 
narcissus, the white and orang~ lily, the carnation, and a 
highly fragrant species of evcrlast111g flower. This plain 
stretches along the coast from Gaza in the south to mount 
Carmel in the north. The whole of it is not on the same 
levd: it consists of four platforms separated from each otl~cr 
by a wall of nakeJ stoues. The soil is a very fine sand wl11tc 
and red; anJ though intermixed with gravd appears _ex• 
~rcmcly fertile. Thanks how~vrr to 1\lahometan despotism, 
C,ii fertile wil cxhil.Jit$ on every side nothing but thistle::', dry 
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ancl withC'rc-cl grass, intrrspcrscd with scanty piantations of 
cotton, an,I patch(•s of barley and wheat. 

Tur. Poor. OF BETIII::SO,L We ha1·r now nuthin~ lrft of 
thr primitive architecture of the .Jews at Jerusal<'m p.xccpt the 
Pool of Bethl'sda. This is still to l.,c seen near St. Stephen's 
gate, an<l it l.,oun<led the Temple un the north. It is a rcser­
vuir one htmdrcd anrl firty feet lung a11d forty widr. Tl11' side:, 
arc wullc<l, an<l th<'st! \\alls are cumposc,I of a bccl of large 
stones juincd together. 1.,y iron cramps; a wall of mixed ma­
terials run up on these larg:e stonco ; a layer of flints stuck 
upon the surface of tl1i5 wall; and a coating laid over thes~ 
flints. The four beds arc prrprndicular to the bottom, and 
not horizontal ; the coating was on the side next the water, 
nnd the large stones restcJ, as thcey still do, against the ground. 
This Pool is now dry and half tilled up. Here grow some 
pomegranate tre,:,s, and a sp<'cies of tamarind of a 1.,luish co­
lour: the western angle is quite full of nopals. On the wr-st 
,i<le may be seen two arches, which prol.,ably led to an aque­
duct that carried the water into the interior of the Temple. 
Here the lambs destined for sacrifice were washed; and, on 
the brink of this Pool, Christ said to the paralytic, " Rise, 
take up thy bed and walk." This is all that remains of the 
Jerusalem of David and Solomon. 

TuE SEPULCHRES OF THE Kn.as. Lea\;og Jerusalem by 
the gate of Ephraim, and proceeding for about a mile along 
the level surface of a reddish rock, with 11. few olive trees 
growing on it, you ariive m the -middle of a field at an exca­
vation which bears a great resemblance to the neglected works 
of an old quarry. A -broad road conducts you, by an easy 
descent, to the further end of this excavation, which you 
enter by an arcade. You then find yourself in an uncovered 
hall cut out of the rock. This hall is thirty fret long by 
twenty broad, and the side of the rock may be about twehc 
or fift_ecn feet in height. In the centre of the south wall you 
)lcrcc1ve a large square door snnk to the drpth of se'l'cral feet 
surrounded with a whimsical out exquisitt•ly delicate frieze. 
In the recess opens a passage in which people formerly walked 
crl'ct, but when~ you arc now obliged to crawl on your hand:, 
and knees. This leads Ly a very steep descent to a square 
chamber, hewn out of the rock. Holes six fret loner, and 
thl'cc broad are cut in the walls or rather sides of lhe ~ham• 

02 
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her, for the rrcrption of coffins. Thrrr nrchrd doors conrl1rct 
from this Jirst ch:imlitr i11to sc-vrn othrr sepulchral apnrtmcn1s 
of <liff('rcnt Jimen,ion,, all t·xcavatccl out of the soli(\ rock, 
Onr of these grots "hich is lowl'r than the others hrrvin~ ll­

drscr-nt of six steps, ,runs to have contai11eJ • the principal 
coffim. rhcse wrrc gennally arrnngrd in the following man­
ner: 1hr most distingmhcd personage was <l<'positl'd at the 
fmthrr end of the grut facing tho ent_rancc ; nnd on either 
side of the dc,ur a small vault was re;ervecl for the lrBs illus, 
trinus <lead, who thns seemed to guai·d those kings that had 
no occasion for tlJC'ir sen·iccs. The coffins of which fragments 
only are now to be srcn \\ere of stone anJ ornamented. ,v_1th 
t!kgant sculptures. Nothing is so much 11dmi1e<l as the doors 
~,f the sC'pu!chral chambers. These as well a~ the hinges and 
pi1ots on 11hich th~y turned were of the same stone as·the 
grot. From various considerations it is C'Xtrcmely probable 
that these subterranean ediJites were erected by Herod 'the 
Tetrarch as tombs for his family. These sepulchres were ex­
trc·mcly numerous, but the posterity of llcrod soon became 
extinct: so that many of those receptacles waited in vain. for 
their tenants. Nothing more was wanted to convince me of 
the vanity of our nature, than to b~hold the tombs of per­
sons wlio were never born. The most tragic ideas are con­
D&ted with the memory of the 1-:IC'rods, We know little of 
them, except from the massacre of the infants, the dC'ath of 
John the Baptist, the con<lei;nnation of Jesus Chri-st, and the 
per!!ecutions of his_ apostles. Little then woulJ you expect 
IO find their tombs embellished with ligbt•garla.nds, not far 
from the temple where Jehovah gave. hi·s tremendqus oracles, 

l\IovNT ZLON. The name. of Zion doubtless awakens 
grand ideas in the mind of the reader. This hill is of a yel• 
lowish colour and barrC'n appearance, open in form of a 
crescent towards Jerusalem, and round at the .lop, This sa• 
cred summit is distinguisheJ by three ruins, to which tra· 
dition has given the title~ of the bouse of Caiaphas, the 
place where Christ cdl'hrate<l his last ,upper, and the to~ib or 
palace of David. On this mount, we know, that. _DavHI dHI 
build himself a palace and a tomli; here he kept for three 
months the ark of the coverrnnt.· • 

PuoL OF S1LOAM. At t.he foot of Mount Zion on the<'asl 
ii the Pool of Si loam, where Chri~L rc',\urcJ sight to the blind 
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rnnn, The spring issurs from a rock, anrl runs in a silent 
stream, It has a kincl of eLb an<l /luod: sumcti.mf:':1 discharg­
ing its currc11t like a fountain, at others retaining it and not 
suffering it to flow at all, The Levites sprinkled the water of 
Siluam 011 the altar, :it the feast of tabernacles, singing, 
" With joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation.'• 
Some n:late that this spring suddenly issaed from the ground 
to allay the thirst of Isaiah when he was sawed in two, with a 
woo<lrn saw, by order of l\Iauasseh; while others assert that 
it appeared first during the reign of lfozC'kiah. According to 
Josephus, this miraculous fountain flowed for the army of 
Titus, but refused its Wllters to the guilty Jews. The pool, 
or rather the two pools of the same name are close to the 
spring. They are still used for washing linen as formerly; 
and we thc.-e saw sorrie women, who ran away abusing :.is. 

The water is brackish and has a very disagreeable taste. 
People still bathe their eyes with it, in memory of the mira• 
cle performed on the man born ·blind, 

VALLEY oF JEHOSHAPHAT, The vaHey of Jehoshaphat 
rnns from north to south, between the Mouut of Olives and 
l\Iount l\foriah; and the brook Cedron flows through the 
midclle of it. This stream is. dry the gr.catcst part of the year, 
but after storms, or in rainy springs, a. current of a red colour 
rolls along its channels. The valley of Jehoshaphat seems to 
have always served as a burying place for Jeru3alem : there 
you meet with monuments' of the most remote ag('!l as well as 
of the most luodern times. Thither the Jewi. resort from ·the 
four quarters of the globe to die; and a foreigner sells them, 
for its weight in gold, a scanty spot of earth to cover their 
remains in the land of their forefathers. The cedars that 
Sol_omon plamed in t_he valley, the shadow of the temple by 
which it was covered, the stream flowing through the midst of 
it, the mournful songs composed there by David, and the 
lamentations uttered there by Jeremiah, rendered it an :ip­
i,ropriate situation for the melancholy and the silence of the 
tombs. 

The valley of Jehoshi!phat exhibits a Jcsolate appt:arance. 
The west ~ide is a high chalk cliff, supporting the walls of the 
city, above which you perceive Jerusalem itself; while the 
rast is formed by the l\lount of Olives and tae \luunt of 
Offence, thus denominated from Soiomon's ·iuolatr,r, The~ 
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two contig\lous hills arc nrarly nahJ, anrl- of a 1lull rc.>d 
c-olo11r. On th1·ir 1ksolatc siil1's are seen, h<'re and tlll'rc a. 
frw black and parchC'cl ,•incs, som<' groves of wild olirc tr1•ci, 
wastes covcr<'d with hy~sop, chup<'I&, oratorios, and mosques 
iu 1 uins. At the bottom of the vall .. y you discover a bridge 
of a iinglc arch, thrown a.cross the brook Ccdron. Ti1e 
ston<'s in the Jews' burying ground look like a heap of rub­
bish b\'low the Arabian Yillagc ~ Dam, the paltry houses of 
which can scarcely be distinguishcli from the surrounding se­
pulchres. Tlir<'e antiqur monuments, styled the tombs of 
Jehoshaphat, Zecbariah, and A bsalom, apprar conspicuous 
amid this scene of ,ksulation. Frohl the dulness of Jrrusa• 
1cm, ,, hence no smoke rises, no noise proceeds ; from the so-
1itude oi the hills whC're no living creature is seen; from the 
ruinous state of all these tombs, o\erlhrown, broken and half 
oprn, you would imagine that the last trump had. already 
sounded, and that the valley of Jehoshaphat was about to 
render up its dead. • 

MowsT CALVARY. In ancient timC>s, l\fount Calvary wu 
without the city. It \1as the place whrre crimi·nals sen• 
tenced to death were cxrcutrd ; and that all the people might 
attend on thrse occasions, there was a large vacant space be­
tween that place and the city. The rest of the hill was sur• 
rounded with gardrns, one of which belonged- to Joseph of 
ArimathC>a who was in sccrf't a disriplc of ·Christ. Here he· 
bad constructrd a srpulchre for himself, and in this the body 
of our Lord was deposited. The Jews were not accustomed 
to bury their dead in the manner we do. Each according to 
his ability had a kind of little closet hollowed out of the rock, 
where the Lody was laid at length upon a table also cut out of 
the same rock. This receptacle was closed by a stone placed 
before rhe entrance, which wa!> generally no m0-re thau four 
feet in height. 

JEws AT JERUSALEM. Cast your eyes between the Tem­
ple and Mount Zion : behold a petty tribe tut off from the 
rest of the inhabitants of this city. The particular objects of 
every species of degradation, these peop_le bo~ their _heads 
without murmuring; they rnclure every kmd of insult without 
demanding justice; they sink beneath repeated blow? without 
sighing• if their head be rc11uired they present 1t to the 
sc)meta.r, Ou tbe deatb of ,my member of this proscribed 
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tommunity, l1is companiQn gnes ont at niglit anrl int!'rs liirn 
iii the vallry of Jdt0,haphat, in the shadow of :-oolomon·:. 
Temple. Enter the abodes of thrse pC'ople, you will tine.I 
them, amidst the most abject wretchcchH',s, teaching their 
children to read a my,terious IJook. which tlH·y in t!J,.ir I um 
will teach (heir children, What they did five thou,and )'<'ar, 
ago, these people still continue to <lo. SC'ventet-n t iml's have 
tliey witnc~se<l the <l1·struction of Jeru;al<'m, yet noth: ng can 
discourage them, nothing can prevent their turni"g their faces 
towards Sion. To see the Jews scattered over the whole 
world must douhtless excite surprise; but to be ~truck \Vith 
supernatural astonishment, you must view tiicm at Jerusalem. 
You mu~t behold these rightful ma~ters of Judea living as 
slaves and strangers in their own c~untry : _you must behold 
them expecting under all oppressions, a king who is to deliver 
them. Crushed by the cross that condemr,s tlicm and is 
pb.nted on their heads, skulking near a temple of which not 
one stone is left upon anothl'r, they contmue in their deplura­
Lle infatuation. The Persians, the Greeks, and the Romans 
arc swept from the earth; and a petty tribe whose origin pre­
ceded that of these grt'at nations, still exbts unmixed among 
the ruins of its native land, If any thing among men wears 
the characteT of a miracle, that character is here legibly im­
pressed. What can apprar more wonderful eve11 to the 
philosopher, then this spectacle of ancient and modern Jcru­
~alem at the foot of Calvary? The former overwhelmed with 
affliction at the sight of the risen Jesus; the latter exulting 
before the only tomb that will have no deposit to render up at 
the consummation of ages. 

Jon's HonsE. The Arabian horses arc treated according 
to the purity of their blood with more or less honour, uut 
always with extreme scvl'l'ity. They are never put under 
shelter, but left exposed to the most intense heat of the sun, 
tied by all the four legs to 6takes driven into the ground, so 
that they cannot stir. The ,addle is never taken from their 
backs; they frequently drink bnt once and have only one feed 
of barley in twenty-four hours. This rigid treatment, so far 
from wearing them out, gives • them sobriety, patience ant! 
speed. I have often admi1·cd an Arabian ~ll'ed, thus tird 
down to the burning sand, his hair loosely flowing, hi~ hrad 
Lowed -between hi:1 legs to iind a li\tlc sh.i.dc, aml stcalinz, 
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wi1h his wild <'Ye', nn obliqu<' glance at hi8 master. nPlrnse 
his lrgs fr, m llll' shacklt's, ~prin~ upon bis back, antl he will 
pa" in th<' valil'y, hl' will n'joicc i11 his strength, he will 
~wallow the grnun,l in the ficrcenrss of hi~ rage·, an<l ·you' 
n•co~nizc lhc original of th<' pidllrC' dcli11ca1ed by Job, 

CoR1NTJ1. \\ h<'n the Cre~ars rebuilt the walls of 
Corin1h, and the l<'mpks or tht' Gods rose from their rnins 
m,irc mag111fic<'11t than l'VC'r, th<'re was an obscure architect 
who was rearing in ~ikncc au edifice which remaim standing 
amid lhe ruins of Grl'ect'. This man, who was a foreigner, 
unknown to thl' !J;rcat, dt'spisf:'d by the multitude, 11nd rc­
j<'Ctl'd as the' " offscouring of the world," at first associated 
with himself only Crispus, Gaius, and the family nf Ste­
phana.s. These were the humble architects of an in<lestruclible 
tcrnplr, and the first bdicvrrs at Corinth. The travPller sur~ 
,·eys thr place where this celebrated city once s:ood : he dis­
co,·Ns not a \'Cstige 0f the altars of paganism; but he per• 
ceives some christian charels rising among the .c<ittages of the 
Gretks. The Apostle might still, from his celestial abode, 
give the salutation of peace to his children, anrl address them 
iu the words : " Paul to the church of God at Corinth." 

ATHENIAN CURIOSITY. We passed ·through the market 
at Athens, abundantly supplied with butcher's meat, game~ 
vegetable~, and fruit. Every body saluted 1\1. Fauvel, my 
guide, and cagnly enquired who I was ? and whence I came? 
,ve find the same inqui~itive disposition in ancient AthC'us. 
"All the Athenians," says Luke, "spent their time in nothing 
elsr, but either to tell or hear some new thing." As fpr the 
Turks, when we passed them, they coolly observed " A 
French gentleman:·• and coutinuecl to smoke their pipes with. 
per feet indi lfereuce. 

AN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION, "WHY ARE YOU 
A GENERAL BAPTIST?"· 

(Concluded from page 118 of the last Nnmber.) 

TT is, I prrrnme, generally understood, that the principal 
~rouud of distinction betwixt the General and Particu[a'F 
Baptists, is, their different views respecting t(ie extent of our. 
Lord's death: tbc former Lelieving<that lie died for all, with• 
c;,ut e;m:-pti<J!l; and the latter believiug that he died for only a 
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part;. 111:it is, .for tltc elect. 01hi'f important doctrines thC'y 
belie11r and maintain i11 common. 

1n dckrm1ning this irnpnrlant enquirv, whf'thn Chrrst dird 
for a pMt ef m•anlcind only, or for tl:c wliole /wman race, 
we.must a(lv't-rt to plain, dirr'l't, scrip1urc tcs1im•,ny; and 
those parts espccialh, which pruf,·sst·<lly speak rif the CXL('llt 

of our Savi'our's Jcath.- 1\,1 v· reas11m then, for believing that 
Cliri.tt 'died for the u:ltole oj manl,in<i, arl' briefly as follow. 

1. l.11 those places in the New 'J'l,stament where the charac­
t6rS of those arc mentiont'd, fur wh,Jse· sfikcs he came into 
the world, an<l ,suffered am.I ·died, we hav~ a proof of this 
truth. They are styled rndefimtely, sinners, unjust, ungodly, 
an,! the last. Th us the Apostlc Paul, " J t is a faithful say• 
in(T, and worthy of all acccptation,' that Christ Jesus came 
·i.Jito the world to save· siilner1r, of II horn I am chief." I Tim. 
i. I 5. " In due time, Christ died for the ungodly." Rom. 
v. 6. Thus also the Apostle Peter;" Christ hath once· ~uf­
fered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he mi,!!ht bring us 
to God.'' 1 Pet. iii. 1 S. Thus also our Lord himself; " I 
came not .to call the righteous, but sinners. to repentance." 
Matt. ix. 13, " The son of man is come tu seek and to save 
the lost." Luke xix. 10. Now there is nothing in· the~ 
passages to restrict them to a part of mankind ; the phases 
the unjust_ the ungodly, the lost, &.c. denote such in geners.l. 
This appears to be their obvious import; and, if_ there were 
Jiothing, in -scripture more explicit on this subject than these 
,passages, they would be decisive; as they appt>ar to me to 
.hold out as.much encour.agement to one s.nner as to another. 

2. But as if it were God's most express lksign to prevent 
.dispute, and to remove all doubts on the subject, and to prc4 
.vmt any 1·estriction or limitation when reromml'n<ling it to 
poor sinners; he has informe<I us, that Christ died for Ar. r., 
trEry man, and the whole world. Thus we read; " the love 
.of Chri~t consfraineth us; because. we thus judge, that if one 
died for all, then were all dead; and that he died for all," 
&c. 2 Cor, v. 14, 1.5. Thr all" for "·horn he died, mu~t be 
as cxknsirn as the all that were drad; and thcsP, it is granted, 
wrre the whole human race. Again. The Apostle exhort, 
that supplications, &c. be made for ltll men, &c. " For 
this," s11ys he, "is good and acceptable i11 the sight of Gu,! 
-our S~Yiour: who will ha Ye all men to be sawd, and to come: 
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l!nto thc.kno" l<'dgc of the trnlh. For thc-re is onC' Goel, nnd 
Oil<' nwcliator bl't11(','ll Goel and mrn, the man Chri~t Jesus; 
wl," gave ldmsdf a r<mtolll rnR AI.I., to UC' ll'stilh·cl in due 
linw." l Tim. ii I, 6. I sre no reason why the all mm 
whom Goel ,vould h:tvC' lo be sal'c<l; and fur whom Christ 
gav<' him~c-lf a ransom; should be rC'strickcl, :i.ny more, than 
thC' all 111c11 for whom Christians arc to pray. Again, " We 
SC'l' Jc~us, who was made a little lower than the ang,•ls, for 
th( sutf,•ring of ckath crowned with glory :incJ honour, that hi! 
by th,, grace of God ~houlcJ taste deat/1 for EVF.llY MAN.'' 

1kb. ii. 9- Can language be mon) explicit or full .than this? 
Onr.e more-. The A po,tle John write, to his fellow Christians 
that they " sin not, and, if any man sin," he say~, " we have 
.::tn ach·ocate with the father, Jesus Chri;t the righteous: 
And he is the pr11pitiation for our sins;" that is, for the sins of 
believers, or Christia11s, "ancJ not for ours only, but also for 
t/1e sins of THE WHOLE WORLD." I. John ii. I, 2, Is thl're 
not hrrP an evident distinction ma..le, betwixt believl!TS and 
sinners, or believas and the world i' AncJ yet he is said not 
to die for the former only, but also for the latter, even for the 
WHOLE WORLD. Sure no expression can be more unlimited 
than th,s. If such a phrase lie not intended to express the 
whole human race, I know not what docs; or how the whole 
can be ex pressed. If, for argi.:mcnt's sake, we allow that it was 
the sacrcrl writer's inll'ntion to convey that idea, we shall be at 
a loss to conceive any language more proper for the pur1iose. 
Thus, we. have not only t/1e world mentioned, for whom God, 
in pure love, gave his only begotten son : John iii. 16, but 
also tl1e tchole ti:orld. 

S. This view of thr. subject appears to me best to correspond 
with the rc,caled characlt'r of<:iorl, and his great bcnevoll'nce, 
I-le is said to be rieh in mercy; full of compassion; abundant 
in goodness; delighting in mercy; ready to forgive ; and 
not only the God of love, ancJ of all grace, but that he is love. 
He solcm1,ly dc-clarc-s that "lie has 110 pleasure in the ch•ath 
of the wick<'-d, but that th<'y should return to him ancJ live•'.' 
Ezvk. xxxiii. 11. He is "long-&utfrring, not -williug tliat 
any should perish, bnt that ALL sho11lcl come to rep<'ntanrc.'' 
2 Pet. iii. 9. He is also said to be "good to, a/1,''--,and 
" would have all to be savecJ ;" -ancl his tender mercies arc 
on·i- a!! l.i1i, \1orks.'' I cannot reconcile such language wi1b 
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tl1l' opinion thnt a part of manki,1d arc left by the hle-51'.cl God, 
\\idwut a Saviour 11nd ~alvation. or any provision fur thC'rr 
n'cuuciliation ro God and C'll'rnal frlicity. As thrre is nn 
sah·ation but through the• <lC'ath of the Son of God; if he did 
not dit' for thrm, then th(•J c can be no salvation fur them ; 
but thc•y are ld't without hope. 

4. The commissi"n "Inch our Lore! gai·c t"l his Apo~tlrs, 
after his resurrl'ction, militatrs against the notion of the limit,d 
extent of his ,kath llis hingua,:1;c i9, "Go ye into all tlte 
world, and prmch the go~pcl to every cn·ature." ,1 ark xvi. 15. 
The gospPI is good neu:s; good news of forgiveness and 
ctemal Life, through a Saviour that was crucified. But what 
goocl news c,>Uld be preached to thos1· for whom Christ did 
not die? Why pn•ach the gospel to eury creature, if Christ 
did ll'll die for every creature? There is no pardon, no sah·a­
tion for any but those for whom he ,lil-d. Now in this pas• 
sage', and in many others, particularly Juhn iii. 3, 16. there is 
an evident disLini:tion presen·cd betwixt those to whom the 
g•>spd is w be preached, and thuse that will he sawd. The 
Gospel is tu be preached to all; salrntion is restricted to such: 
as believe. In the latter also, a distinction is made hl'twixt 
the world, whom God loved and for w!tom lie gave /,is only 
begotten Son; a11d those that tl,rougl, believing, will enjoy 
cvcrlastin<> life., 'The· former expression is indefi11ite; the 
latter is c;i<lcntly restricted. Those only of the world th:i.t 
believe, ,IJ.rc to enjoy thl' blessings of salvation. 

The language of our Lord m the parables is in the same 
strain.' !\J!inisters arc to go into the street,; and lanes, &c. 
and invite .as many as tliey fi11d to the gospl·l feast. The 
Apostlcsuppear Lo have acteil ti-pon Lhis view of the commissicm 
they had recei,·rd. They went "every wlll're preaching th~ 
word;" and their language was, "Be it known unto you 
men and brtthren, &c.-" to you is the word of this sal\'ation 
sent.-" We prny men or si1111ers, be_ ye recoriciled to God." 

5. Chri,t is said to die even for tliose tlwt may be lost; and 
if so, hi' mt1st have died for more than 1he elect: for none will 
dispute his having diecl for such as will be s:wccJ. When the 
Apostle gives instructions to christians respecting the use of 
meats, &c.-and exhorts every one tu be carcfnl not to put o. 
stumbling block, or· an ocui-;ion of falling, in his brothd~ 
way;- he adds·, 1•• Destroy uot him \\'ith thy meat for "·liom 
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C/11·isf died." flnm. xiv. 15. And again, 1 Cor. ,•111, 11;· 
whcr<' h<' 1s speaking of thl·ir sitting nt meat in the temple of 
an idol, he ~ay:', "thn,ugh thy k11owl.<'dgc shall thy WC'ak 
brnthC'r pcrisli, for «:'10111 Christ died." Now, surt-ly this 
Lin,cu.ic::•' imphl'S the possibility of sr,me prrishii.g, for whom 
CIH:st 1~1d clown his Iii<>; Cll" wbat ebe can.be his me~ning? 
Thl' Apo,tlc would not fight with shadows; he .would nut 
cau1ion and \lam thC'm by introducing an impossible case.­
TliP same obsC'rvations .may be maclc on what he says of him­
self; n~mdy, that he laboured to bring his b0<ly _into sub.; 
jecrion, "-lest that by ~ny means, when I ban! prrached to' 
othrrs, 1 myself s!to11ld become a cast-away," 1 Cor. ix. ?.7. 
I S<'l' no rea,;un to bl•lil'Vc that the A po~tle ha<l any doubt in 
l1is 01n1 min<l, whether Chri~t dic<l for him; or whether he 
had b,·C'n truly com·ert('d ; .and yet he supposes it possible 
that he might after all become a cast-away. See also, 
2 PC't. ii. 20, '21, 22. 

6. Upo11 no other supposition than that of Christ's dying for 
al', ::uid thereby making provision for tlie w!tole ltu:,1an ra',e; 
c.rn I see how God can juJgethe world in righteousne3s, or con-· 
:;i_::;n those co everlasting destruction for whose. salvation no 
prO\·isiun was made. I am fully sensible that fallible men 
a.-e H:,y incompetcntjudgC's of what i~ right and proper for the 
inlill,te incomprehensible God to do. No guide is so sure, or 
~:1fo as his wor<l; and by that we must abitle. But, nevertbe­
L,,s, he apprals to his ratiunal creatures .concerning the C'quity­
cf bis proceedings;-" Are not my ways equal?" and he. un­
<loubtrdly ml! be clear when be is judged. The Judge of all· 
thC' l'arrh will do right.; and I have not the least doubt, that 
:iii Lis dl'almgs with his creatures will at length appear both 
just an<l merciful. Upon the supposition, however, that Christ· 
1,as died for all, the .finally impemtent are lefL without ex,. 
cuse. , 

I might proceed to multiply reasons why I believe in general 
redemption; but the above shall-suffice. Notwithstanding, 
I ft>cl myself constrained to differ from many on this important 
subject, for whom I rntertain the highest regard. .Men c,fthe 
greate,t talent, of profound learni11g, and the most ardent' 
p1dy, ha\'t' mamtainc-<l, and <lo still maintam, views different 
from tlic above; but still, as" the Bible is thr religion of pro• 
tcstants," ~o lon6 a~ it appears to me to teach a doctrine con~ 
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tra.ry tn what such eminent, though falliule men, maintain; f 
cannot but adhere to it. Truth and con;ciPnce demand it of 
me; and I must call no man master l,ut Chri1t. 1 wish to 
hold my opinion with modesty, ancl to be candid towanh such 
ns differ from me. I know I am falliblr, and may be mis­
tala·n. It is, I trust, my desire to know tlie trutli, as it is in 
Jesus; and to maintain nothing but the truth. Happy will 
that statt ,,f Christians bP, when all will sec alike, and whrn 
thrre will l,c the mo;,t perfect harmony, and the most pure and 
refined friendship. May the spirit of truth guide me, and 
them, and all Christidns into all truth; ir.spire us with mu­
tual forurarnnce, candour, and ,::cncrous christian love; and 
lead our fellow men at le11gth into a saving knowledge of the 
truth. 
ll---
April 20t!t. 1s12. 

To the EoIToa of the G. B. R, 
DEAR FnrnN'o, 

J. F. 

Being myself a decided friend to Mission.,, I ha,,-e often 
felt a wish to see one established among the General Baptists; 
or if some desponding spirits should imagine this expression 
too strong, of seeing one attempted. Permit me, therefore, t<J 
lay before you a few desultory thoughts on the subject. 

My object is not to point to any particular spot as a place 
suited for missionary exertions. Were a missionary society 
formed, that would thrn become a subject of consideration; but 
I rather wish on this occasion to urge upon the friends of Ie• 
ligion the importance of endeavouring to diffuse the light of 
life among the benighted votaries of Paganism. 

Many societiPs, it is ilcknowledged, arc now exerting them­
selves to promote this impo11ant end; but so wide is the field 
of exertion, that thousands of labourers yet are neede,1.-For 
the souls of mi.Jli<Jns no man c11res-there are nations whom 
no christians help.-Such is the awful darkness of the world, 
that if all wh~ are inflnenced hy the gospel were to unite their 
Utmost exertions in furthering the cause of Jesus, yet even 
th~n ages would probahly elapse before the whole world wrre 
crnngelizcd, unless the divine blessing in an uucommon mea• 
sure attended 1hei1· exertions. 

p 
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According to a low computalion, four hundred an<l ci!!,lily 
mill inns of the inhabitants of the t•arth still continue wr<'lch<'d 
pagan~, bowing down to idols as base as dl'lC'stablc as Moloch 
of old. Another computation gives a nry considerably larger 
number. 

What is th<'ir situation? If we bclic\·e scripture, we arc 
there taught to bclic,·c them lhe hopeless slaves of Satan. 
" 1hatcver harsh epithrts may be applied to such a view of lhe 
Gentile nations, an<l however painful it is, yet it is that which 
the Divine Redeemer gi\'cs, Acts xxvi. 18. " Here," observes 
Dr. Buchanan, " is established that fondamrntal truth which 
ought ever to be present with us, in all our counsels concrrn­
ing the propagation of the gospel, that the Gentiles are under 
the power of Satan." " I send thee," said Jesus, " to the 
Gentiles to turn them from the power of Satan unto God." 
"' This," adds that able writer, " is a truth which the wisdom 
of the \\'odd will not receive; and it is assaultrd by a false 
philosophy continually. But, like a rock assail~d by the 
restless waves, it will remain for ever UIIIIOVEABLE. For 
v,hat we call a revelation from heaven, is properly a revdation 
of this, that all men ar~ by nature " in darkness'.' and " un­
iler the power of Satan." And that Christ ha:th come- "to 
turn them from darkuess to light, and from the power 'of 
Satan unto God." 

While such, in the most awful and dreadful degree, is the 
condition of the hundreds of millions that are still be­
nighted with paganism, while this, and ONLY THIS, is the 
,·iew which the Son of God himself bath given of their situar 
tion, what an imperious christian duty is it to unite for send­
ing them the tidings of deliverance from such infernal bond­
age, and for rescuing them from such utter darkness ! Com• 
passion for perishing millions, and concern for the Redeemer's 
honour, not merely faintly call for such an attempt, but de­
mand it: and all the obligations we are under to the Most 
High for delivering us from such direful slavery, and such a 
night of ruin should lead us gladly to comply. 

The worth of the immortal spirits of those who are thus 
perishing in darkness, should also deeply impress on us that 
it is our incumbent duty to stretch forth a helping hand, and 
point them to a Saviour, Oh what is the value of a never 
dyin_& soul! 
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Survry that midni,i;ht glory! worlds on worlrJs ! 
Amazing pomp! redouble that 11,maze: 
Ten thousand a1Jd ; adrJ twin• ten thousand more ; 
'l'hl'll weigh the whole; one soul outweighs them all; 
And calls the astonishing magnificence 
Of 11nintdligcnt creation poor! 

Yes! For all this must perish, but the immortal inhabit~nt 
of every human frame will still survive-survive when suns 
and worlds shall pa;s away, like lightning seen, admired, 
and forgotten, Such is the value of a single soul, that a glo­
rious end were answered though the earth and skies were 
maintained in existence through a thousand centuries rn~cly 
to ripen one soul for immortality and heaveu. Are we de­
ceived by these ideas? far, far from it. In the estimation of 
Infinite Wisdom such is the value of the soul, that heaven 
itself cannot furnish a treasure too costly for its redemption. 
The brightness of the eternal Father's glory, and the express 
image of his person, who thought it not robbery to claim 
equality with him, has condescended to become its ransom. 
Yet this precious jew~l which exceeds the universe in worth, 
is perishing, is lost. Thousands possess it who know not that 
they bave it, thousands who know not what was paid for its 
redemption. We know, and should we not tell them? If 
there were but one in this lost state, the labours of ten thou­
sand thousand men or angels, through ten thousand thousand 
year:;, would be well employed in directing that one to the 
redeemer; but instead of one only in this condition, there are 
millions: instead of millions only, lando inhabited by millions, 
who arc but the successors of millions now departed from thi:. 
world, anrl who must soon give place to millions more. Some 
of these might shine for ever as stars in the firmament, wh1?n 
al~ the stars of heaven are gone out in eternal night. They 
~1ght, but these are without God in the world. These might 
sing the praises of redeeming love in robes washed and made 
":hite in the blood of the Lamb-but they know not the Sa­
viour. These might live supported and die animated by the 
hope of religion, but, they have it not. 

I do not wish, my dear friend, to trespass too much on the 
attention of your readers. I will cuuclude, only observing, 
that if you think what I have written worthy of insertion in 
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th_<' Repository, I propos<', with the cli1 ine permis~ion, here• 
al[cr to pur~ue the subject further: 

And remain, yours, &c. 
P. 

To the EDITOR of the G. F. R. 
DEAR. Srn, 

I am much obliged to the worthy trachers of the G. B. Sunday 
School, 111 Not1i11gham, for the notice which they have taken 
uf a few queries respecting Sunday Schools, inscrtC'<l in the 
!?Sth nun,bc-r of the G. B. R. The subjc"ct is important; 
a~<l dcsen·es the sl'riou~ attention of e\'cry real friend to mau• 
.Jund. S1rn<l?.y Schoois are certainly a cheap and efficacious 
means of promoting morality and religion among the poorer 
classes of the community ; an<l they ha1·e, in numerous in­
stances, been made, under the blessing of God, the mealls of 
doing much goE>d, I should therefore be sorry if any thing 
i;uggested in the queries should be considered as design_ed to 
discourage these institution,, or to lessen the co.111:itcnanc'e 
which they receive from the wise an_d the goo<l of .all deno• 
mi nations. The sincere intention of the querist was to rcndt>r 
them still more usefut by preventing those 1!,b uses whicb 
might tend to lessen their utility. For he who preserves any 
good design from mis:ipplication or abuse co11trib11tes largdy 
to its proper effect, an<l renders a bcrwfit to all concc·rne<l,. 
With this ,icw I wrote the queries; and with this view I feel 
desirous to ~xplain my scntirnents frankly on the subject. 

The-great design of these schools ought to be to impart re­
Jiaious instruction, an<l promote religious dispositions in those, 
children, who might othrrwise have no opportunity of gain­
ing the one or culti\'ating the other. This great object should. 
be kept invariably in view, lt is this alunr, that can jUlitify 
the employing of so much sacrcri time in conducting them, 
Much temporal benefit may <lou btbs be deril'cd by poor 
children from lt:arning to ,1 rite, &c. but this is not to be 
obtained by the sacrifice of tlie spiritual edification of either 
scholars or their t•:achus. Heading, rnlu_ablc as it is, can, 
only be comidl'rcd as a mean uf obtaining religious know .. 
ledgr·; and 011ly as such ougl1t iL to occupy the saned hours 
du'1lt:<l to 1rnl.;Jic woI,hip; i\lvrnl un<l 1digio_us improl'C• 
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mcnt rvi,lr·nlly was the primary object with the original pro­
jl'ctnr of Sunday Schools. The wish to 1,~a<l a number of 
chilrlrcn, whom he saw spending the Lord's day ir, diso,dcr 
and vice, to a proper observa11ce of that sacred day, first 
suggested the iJea of their establishment to the benevolent 
1\lr. Haikrs. 

This primary clesign of these institutions bPing kept in view 
will direct both to the proper objects to be admitted, and the 
measures to be pursued. E~ery child who needs moral and 
religious instruction is a proper object for a Sunday School. 
These may be of two <lescri ptions : chi"1 ren whose parents 
arc too poor to afford them any means of improvement, and 
who consequently attend no schools; and those who are re­
gularly instructed on week days in reading, writing, &c. but 
are neglected with respect to divine things, and sufferer! to 
spl'n<l the Lord's <lay profanely and unprofitably. Both these 
cla,ses of children arc equally to be pitied; and both may 
recPive lasting and important advantages from a well conducted 
Sunday School. 

But, in order to accomplish the design of these institutions, 
tbPsc children must be treated differendy. The former, hav­
ing 110 uthrr orportunity uf learning, must be taught to read 
at the Sunday School, that tht·y may be ahlc to read the 
scriptures. But, as the latter arc taught every day, there 
can be nu necessity of employing the sabbath in instructing 
them in reading. It would indeed be worse than neediess: it 
would have a very mischievous tendency. lly employing th(! 
Lord's day in the same exercises as they employ the other 
days, children would be too ready to make no difference 
betwet'n it ancl them, and find no difficulty in spending it 
according to their own pleasure. Thus the great design of 
these institutions would be frustrated. But, if these children 
were coll<:cted at the School on a Lord's day morning, and 
~eriously and affectionately taught the great things of religion: 
if the nature, propriety, and importance of vublic worship 
wrrc explained to them: if they were led under the conduct 
of pious and rliscreet superintendant5 to the house of (tod at 
a.II proper services; and if due care was taken to enquire 
what they recollected, and to teach them to practice self 
arpli~ation-the benefits might be very great; and this class 
()1 children have occasi9p to bless G~lll to all eteo.ity for 
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Sunday Schools. Far be it, thC'rt'fon•, for me to nttrrnpt 
to exclude such from these schools; all I II i~h is 1hal \l1l'ir 
attendance may be made as benetit:ial a~ pos,ihle, And, w IH·n 
it is considered that two thirds of lhe children tlrnt atll'nd 
many Sunday Schools, arc such as attc·ntl ll'l'ek-day School;;;, 
(a fact which might easily be proved,) it becomt•s a question 
of importance how they ought to be trcutetl. If the former 
queries, or these n·marks cause those who r.re actively en •. 
gaged in this good work to think seriously un the subject, it 
\\'ill amwcr every purpose intended. 

Unwilling to intrude on your limits, I shall only nnturc 
two more remarks, which, as they are explanatory of the 
c:iueries, I hope you will excuse. 

It has sometimes struck mt', when I have observed the mode 
of conducting these valuable institutions, that there has not 
been a sufficit·nt n'gard paid to economy of t'ime, Too many 
teachers have sometimes been employed in proportion lo the 
number of scholars; and, in consequence, when the School 
has attended public \\·orship only once on the Lord\ <lay, the 
teachers ha\"e been more frequently than necessary detained 
from the means of grace. As the trachers in these Schools 
are generally young persons, this i~ the more to be regretted. 
Every thing that has the least tendency to disturb the regu• 
larity of their attendance on pui.ilic worship is to be dreaded, 
The young mind, even when seriously inclined, is too prone 
to relax in religious duties, and too ready to form excuses for 
5Jighting them. Small as my Nottingham friends may sup­
pose my acquaintance with Sunday Schools has been, it has 
afforded me too many opportunities of observing this bad 
effect But it may easily be remedied by paying a strict re• 
gard to economy of time in laying the plan of attendance, &c; 
and, it is presumec\1 that it requires 01Jly to be mentioned to 
be rectified. 

My last observation is, that those serious parrnts, who ca11 
procure iustruction for their children on the week days, a~d 
,vho are in the habit of attending regularly in the assemblies 
c,f the saints, act imprudently, in sendiug their children to 
auy Sunday School. They would consult the edification 
of their child much better by keeping him under their 011:n 
eye on the Lord's day; leading him to the house of God m 
company with tlm1mlv~s, tl'itining him ta a. serious 1m4 
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attentive conduct wh,:,n engaged in public worship; and en­
deavouring to fix on his memory and conscience what he 
hears. Every one whu has had the care of children knows, 
that, however assiduous a teaclwr may be to preserve serious­
ness ancl attcnti0n in school, and in public worship; yet too 
clten it is found extremely difficult; and that, in the intervals 
of school hours, when there arc a number of childrc>n toge­
ther, they will be ready to indulge in play and sport, incon­
sistent with the sacred regard that thry arc tanght to pay to 
that holy day; and dirrcLly calculated to cotrntcract the in­
structions, and, damp the impressions which tht:ir teachers or 
ministers may have. been labouring to fi:t on their minds. It 
would be well if we could stop here; but the painful expe­
rience of twenty yrars obligrs us to proceed. Not unfrequcntly 
docs it happen, that a child i~ drawn by some of his wicked 
ancl arLfui' school-fclluws to be guilty of actions really and 
grossly immoral, even when returning home on a Lord's day. 
Thr:se painlul circumstances will sometimes happen; but they 
furnish no argument against Sunday Schools. The design of 
such institutions is to endeavour, uuder the divine influence', 
to make bad children good; to bring to order and virtue those 
youths who tl1rough the ignorance, poverty, or wickedness of 
their parents are sunk in disorder and _sin. In attempting 
this, they may expect often to fail; and even when they do 
ultimately succeed to meet with crimes, which rendered familiar 
by habit, arc not easily reformed. But the many encouraging 
instances iu which these Schools ha\'e been the happy instru­
ments of rescuing v:iluab!e characters froru ignorance and 
vice, and of rendering th0se useful and honourable lllfmbers 
of society who would otherwise have been its burden and 
terror: and especially, as there is g@od reason to belie\·c, that 
they have, undt·r the intlue11ce of di1·ine grace, been the 
happy means of imparting religious instruction, and of mak­
ing religious impres~ions which have led to the comersion and 
Jina\ salvation of thousands who might have remained stranocrs 
to the gospel, render them deserving of the liberal support 
and countenance of all who sincerely wish for the present and 
~lture -happiness -of their fellow creatures. Believing them, 
JJJ a high degree, adapted to promote both, I rejoice that 
so many are so zealously supported amo11g the G. B.'s. 
!\lay iueir nu111bcr> and· their ~scfulucss cnc1case, is the 
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C';nn<',t prayer of ·one, whb in reality as well as in pto­
fr,~ion, is 

A F1trnND TI) SuNo,H· ScuooLS, 

To the EDITOR of the G. B. n. 

DEA'R Sm, 

We are to let our light so shine before mrn, that tl1cy may 
src our good works; l\Iatt. v. 16. We arc: also to cntr.r into 
our closc-ts, and shut the door, and thrre to pray to our 
father who is, and "ho secth in secret. l\latt. vi. 6. How­
c,·cr bright th<' flame that burns in this sequestered place, it is 
not tu be expcrt!'d that much light should beam from the 
closet into the worltl, except so far as secret converse with 
our God makes " the face of our conversation shine," Yet 
if we arc much in private prayer, perhaps it will hardly bi! 
~ither proper or practicable to concC'al it from the families iu 
"·hich we stateclly reside, or in which we occasionally spend 
a little time. It was certainly very discreditable to -Protes­
tant~, that a Roman Catholic, when his church was taxed 
with the appearance of pharisaism, could say, that he be­
lieved the Protestants said their prayers no where, for he had 
travelled 1•,ith them in the c,iach, and slept in the same ·ro.om 
at inns, yet never heard any pray but one, wh•J was a Presby­
terian. Ever since I commenced a 1·cligious course, I have 
been pretty frequent au<l regular in private prayer; and 
though I have lived in some families where God is rl'gnlarly 
worshipped, I never thought that the duties of the family ex­
empted me from those of the closet. My lot is sometimes 
cast for a night amongst my christian friends fro~ .home. 
After family worship we retire; and if I be alone I feel 
Dl)5elf at liberty. If with an inferior or equal in knowledge, 
age, &c. I lead him in the chamber to a throne of grace, 
But perhaps my companion is superior to me, in knowledge, 
age, and piety; jtl he seems to Id the family derntion stand 
for all : nor have I courage euough then lo t11ke the lead. It 
is suggested to my mind that having just risen from your knees 
bdow stairs, it will look too ostentatious if you pray again; 
or perhaps, your 1irayi11g or requesting him would imply a. 
reproof; as he ou~ht to propo~c it, lf1 in such circijDl• 
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5tnnCt'8, l wt•rc to Pngngt', as I am nHlurally tirni,!, 1t 1s pro­
bable !hut the flutter of my spirit~ woul,I spoil the cluty. 
therefore r-iilcntly commrnd myself to G(ld. But ,till I am 
dissatisfied. Were I not conscious <if more timidity than ino,t 
people seem to fl'el, I should be rrady to conclude my frit>nrls 
were like mysc·l_f, anti pcrlmps some of thrm may. If we 
cuulrl howcwr manife~t n little more courage in such circum­
~tances, I liclicve that it l'l'OUld adJ to our honour, happin<"ss, 
and usl'fulness. If you think these lines likrly to be useful, 
you will publish them in the G. B n. and if any of your 
older and wiser correspondents will give me ancl others a word 
of advice 011 the above subject, I shall be much obliged. 

I am; Sir, your's respectfully, 

o. 
To the En1TOI\ .ef the G. B. R. 

DEAR SIR, 

In page 81 of the present volume, a constant reader requests 
a fc·w explanatory and practical remarks on Eccles. xi. l ;: 
" Cast thy bread upon the waters; for thou shaft find it after 
many days." If nothing mor<' to thre purpose have come to 
hand, the foHowing hints are offen'd to your consid<'ration. 

The design of the sacred writer, appears to be to encour,1~e· 
us to persevere in our efforts to b,,nefit our fellow crt'atu n:s, 
although no apparent success may at presrnt attPnd our en• 
drnvours. The sense of the pas~age may perhaps bt> gi1·rn 
parnphrastically thus. "Continue to exert thyself for tl,e 
goocl of society; and be not too much <liscoura!(ed if no return!; 
of gratitude be man"P, by the objt>cts of thy bcncvolenc<', nor 
any fruit. of thy lalionr be apparent in the impro\-cmrnt of 
their circumstancrs, their morals, or their virtue: for the 
time may comC', thcmgh aft<'r a long season, wln·n thou shalt 
scr, ev<'n in the most hopclc,s instances, that thy Ptforls have 
produced their proper clfocts, anti when thou slialt receive 
abundant returns of grateful afft•ction into thine. U\\'n bo~orn. 
Do thou thy clut)', ancl leave the success to llim who go1·erus 
:ill things." 

This• sense of the tPxt-, is perfC'ctly consislt•nt with tht• fnl­
low111,., context , in which the wise man ar"tll', from various . :-, • f :-, ~ ' 

co11s1dcra1io11~, the improprirty of mak,n~ present :rnJ 
apparent success, the·. guide ·of· our utLL'lllj>ts to do goud. 
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From onr ignoranc<' of \\hat distrrss may happen in foturl', 
all(I how soon \\'C may lie deprived ofom ability to brndit ou1· 
frllow creatures. Yer.':.!. From lhc certainty, that clealh 
"ill soon put an end to all our endcuvours to do good, vcr. 3·, 
J'ro:11 the uncertainty of any more convenient Lime for exertion; 
and the impropriety of slackening our zenl, or ceasing our 
efforts for c,·erf circmnstance of a discouraging nature, ver. ,.1,, 

From our ignorance of the operations of nature, and the 
workings of providence, and our consequent inability to deter­
mine ,vhether our exertions arc not, ~ven when we least suspect 
it, producing some good effect. wr. 5. And from our utter 
inability to toresee the events of futurity, or to ascertain which 
of our plans to promote the glory God, and the welfare of men, 
will bt' finally &ucccssful. ver. 6. All these considerations 
enforce the advice of Solomon. "Cast thy bread on the.waters, 
for thou shalt find it after many days.'' 

Having thus ascertained thP- design of the passage, let us, in 
a few instances endeavour to illustrate and apply it. 

A pious parent may derive both direction and encourage­
ment from this text. He sees perhaps, that his best instructions, 
his m<,st earnest prayers, and his consistent example, are lost 
on his thoughtless children. They still 1emain careless; they 
probably apprar to plunge deeper-and deeper into folly. His 
~pirit droops, and he is reacly .to yield to despair. But let him 
attend to the wisP. man's advice; let his admonitions, his in­
structions, and his prayers be continued; and he may rest 
assured that they will not be in vain. Possibly, on some oc­
ca:;ion, when he )Past expects it, 01· in some of his family, of 
\\ hom he had the lrast hopes, he may find that his pious rn­
deavours ha\'e been operating silently, but deeply; and he 
may have the high s~ti;faction of seeing the fruit of his labours, 
i11 the change of the disposition and conduct of tho,e over 
whom he had long mourned. The bread cast on the waters, 
will be found after many days. 

Agaiu, behold that faithful minister of Jesus Christ. He 
has laboured assiduously, aud prayed fervently, for months, 
pC'rbaps for years; ,md yet the dear cau,e of his blessed Re• 
dt-cmer, seems to decline in his handa. In the bitterness of 
sorrow, he is ready to exclaim, "I have laboured in vain, 
and ~rent my stn"ngth for nuught." nut do not despond, 
thou afiJictcd ~<·nant vf God; the time may be at hand, that 
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will prove thy appre·hcnsiorls are grnnndlcss. Then ~halt thou 
tee, tlrnt the seed of the word, sown by thee in tears, has fallt'n 
in good ground. Though its progress has hitherio ber·n unob­
served; yet it has struck deep its roots, and pushrd its branchrs 
wide underground. It is now just bursting tlw surface of the 
earth, and will soon flourish in oprn clay. Thc·n shalt thou 
rejoice -in the fr1,1it of thy labours; anrl bless God, that m·ither 
disappointment nor despair caused thee to relax in thy exer­
tions, 

Once more. Those friends of society, who are engaged in 
the education of the poor, whcthc£ empkiyed in the actual 
superintendance of charity or sunday schools, or generously 
contributing to their support, by their influence or property, 
have frequent occasion to mourn over the little effect producerl 
by their most faithful an« diligent endeavours. Their hearts 
si11k, and their hands hang down, when they observe that the 
objc·cts of their generous attention,- appear to triAe with the 
most serious things, and to neglect the mo,t ,olemn and affec­
tionate admonitious:-when they feel the ~ang,s of disappointed 
hope, in witnessing proofs of obstinacy anJ <lepra\'ity, in tho,e 
o-f their -charge, of whom they had formed the mo,;t flattering 
expectations. But let not- the alfcctionate mind yield to des­
ponden.cy; his diligent and disinterested endeavours may yet 
prorh1cc their full effect, That froward child, over whose 
pr.rverseness he now mourns, may, by some dispensation of 
providence, be brought to rcllection. Then tho;e instructions 
ivhich he has received, and thos1:; prayers which have been 
offered up for him, and with him, will be recollected; and by 
the influence of divine grace, be instrumental to his ew.Jastin~ 
salvation. Others, perhaps, whose inattention or· ob,tinacj 
during the course of their instrnction has prevented all hope: 
of their real edification, may grow respectable members o 
society, and humble follower, of Christ; and may g;ratefull) 
ascribe these happy effects to those instructions which the) 
apparently slighted, and to those admonitions, to which thcj 
appeared inseHsible. Thus may the bread cast on the waters 
be found after many days. Thine eyes, generous patron, 01 

faithful instuctor, may see it,,aud,,thy,Jieart, evtn thine rcjoic, 
iu the blessed view. , , 1 , 

But should it please the Supreme Disposer of all events, t1 

sufki· these1 active and. benevolent friends of the humau race 
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to lea\'c tli is world 11naccp1aintc>d with the happy result or their 
sinccrC' C'lldl'Rvours to do goorl, there is a. time nppro,1ching, 
"hrn they shall reap, if tlwy faint not. At that great day 
when thC' secrets of all hearts shall Le laid open, the pious 
p:m·nt, the labu1 ious minister, the aff,·ctionate lt>acher, and the 
Ii beral patrnn, 111ay nwet those on the right hand of the J udgr; 
wh,, may ascribe their frlicity to tlic ,•ery endeavours which 
those wlio llla(IL• them, dee111l'd uttl'rly lost. Then may they 
with unutterable dd1ght, enter the king(lom prepared for the 
i-ig,hteou~, accompanied by those oLjects of their assiduous 
cares, over whom they have here bl'low, mourned, and wept, 
and dl'spaircd. Surely the prospect of such a moment, ought 
tn animate our hearts, and stimulnte us to efforts still more 
, i£llrous, and to perscvcrn11cc still more unwearicd, 

s. 0. 

REMARKS 011 PsALM ex. 3. "Tuv PEOPtE SHALL BE 

WILLING IN TllE DAY OF TUY Powut. 

This is one of the passages which many suppose to favour 
tlie doctrines of Cah·a11ism. The st·nse in which they unrlcr­
stand it is, that the people spoken of, arc thry who have bee~ 
before cho,en to salvation; that the day 0f his power is the 
time whrn Christ will make his word and ordinances effectual 
to their can,·crsion; and that,. at this time, how rebellious 
soever they may have been before, they will be brought to 
tru<' repentance. 

This view of the passage scrms, at first sight, very plausible; 
nor is it surprising that persons who are biassed by system, or 
,rho Jo not reflect on consequences, should consider such an 
ex planatioo as the true one, But does not this interpretation 
take for granted a notion which is obviously unscriptural 1 
And docs it nut throw a ,hadc on the divine character? It 
supp.iscs, that persons bl'fure they arc converted, eveu while 
t!ay are in love with sin, and disobedient to Christ, may 
m ,crthrless be his people. But is not this a most unscriptu:al 
notion? Those who are nnconverted, are, according to scrip• 
ture, so far from being the people of Christ, that they ar" :he 
children of wrath, and in a stale of condemnation. It also 
reprt,cnts Christ as deficient in Juve' tu the nonselect, in _not 
duini that for them which is essential to th~ir convcrs1011. 
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Without ll divine nnd invincible operation there can be no hope 
of their bt•comina truly pious, Aud .vet this ncce~sary ope. 
ration is withhclf from thl'm. Docs not such a rcprescntatioa 
cast a shade on the charactrr of llim who is" unwilling that 
any should prrish, hut that all should comP, to r~pcmtance ?" 

The following cxplanatiou, it is hoped, is natnral and c asy 
in itself; agree•:, with the context; harmonises with scripture 
in general; and i~ not cncumbt·rcd with implications of par­
tiality, or want of love, in J-I:m" who is good to all, and who~• 
tender mercies arc over all his works." 

J. The day of liia pou·~r is the prriod of our Lore!', sittin~ 
down on the right hand of hi:, Father, as mentioned in the pre­
Cl'e<ling verses:_" T.he Lord ~aicl to my Lord, sit thou on my 
rinht hand, until I make thinr enrmiC's thy fu,itstool !" Christ's 
,irting on the right-hand of uod, is in scripture constantly re­
presl'ntcd as the period of his power. See l\I att. xxviii. I a. 
:Eph. i. 20. l Pet~ iii. Z. &c. &c. The day of his power, 
therrfore, clues not relate to some particular time, when he is 
ph.'a,ed in an effectual niannc-r, to influence the minds of sin­
ners; but. l'clates to his exaltation al the right band of the 
Majesty oo high; invested with all power i11 heaven and on 
earth. This clay includes the whule period of his mediatorial 
reign, until he 6hall deliver up the kingdom to Go.a, even th"! 
father, l Cor. xv. 24, 

z. His people, intend those who uniformly are represented 
in scripture as his, ,·iz. those wlio reccivr him as the Messiah, 
and arc obedient to him as their Lord and ki11g, The scripture 
will not auth1irize us to consider any as his people, who are 
not converted_ to him. " If any man have not the spirit of 
Clirist, he is none of his." " They ,vho are Christ's have 
mortified the flesh, with the affections and lusts." 

3. Their being willing in the day of his power, in,licatrs 
that the people of God, under the gosprl di,pensation, shou Id 
serve him cheerfully, spiritually, and with a willing mind ; 
should, as the original imports, be volunteers in his service; 
and as the Apostle exhorts christians, should " present them­
ielves a living sacrifice, holy, and acceptable lo God," and 
willingly yield thcmsclve unto God, and their members as in• 
strumcnts of righteousness into Goel," Hom. vi. I 3. The de­
claration began to have its accomplishments on our Lord's sir. 
t1ni Jown on the right hand of €,od i il ha.:1 had its accom-

Q 
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pli~hm('nt in tvrry ■ g(' of the church ~incl"; hut it 1fill more 
fully and gloriomly br accomplished, whrn in tho lnnguagr of 
,~ripturc, our Lord shall take to him his grrat power ond reign; 
-when he shall have the hratll<'n for his inheritance and the Ul• 

tf'rmost parts of the earth for n pos;;cssion; when all shnll 
know him from the greatest to the least. Then indeed his 
J>Cople will be a willing people. May all who profess to be 
Christ's in the present age, increa~ingly bear the mark here 
givt'n of christians; may they be increasingly spiritual, aud 
willingly offer themstlvcs in the service of Christ their Lord 
and Master. J. W. 

ILLUSTRIOUS FEMALES. 

To th~ EDITOR of the G. B. R. 
Srn 

Havi7:g ,·ecdved much pleasure from t/ae following letter', 
,J.atcd Nov. 3, 1S04,from a rcspectahl6 clergyman, iii Alsace, 
Germany, to the Secretary of the British and Foreig,i Bible 
Society, I should be pltased to see it iii tlte G, B. R. lt doe/ 
so much honour to the sez, that it ought to be generally lmou:n. 

PUILANDER. 

"I have made a list of sueh persons as I consider most 
tleserving of such a present. Among the large number of 
individuals and families h> whom a Bible is a most welcome 
present, I first put down such characters as are mbst artire in 
promoting the Redeemer's kingdom, and in doing good to lhJ 
bodies and souls of their fellow-men. 

" I. The first Bible shall be given as a present to Sophia 
Bernard, who is one of the most excl'llent women I know, and, 
indeed, an ornament to my parish. While unmarrit:d, she 
undertook, with the consent of her parents, the support and 
tduc11.tion of three helpless boys, whom the wicked father had 
l'>ft!'n trampled under his feet, and treated in a manner too 
shocking t0 relate, when, nearly starving w-ith hunger, thPy 
dared to cry out for food. Soon afterwards, she provrd the 
happy means of saving the _lives of four Roman Catholic rhil• 
dnrn, who, without her assistance, would h.ive fallen a prey to 
want and famine. Thus she had the management of seven 
d1ildren 1 to whom scycral more were added, belonging te 
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111tmbcn or tl,rce sevrral dP11ominationi; she now hirf'rl 11 
house ancl a scrrnnt girl, and supported the whole of the 
family cntirrly with bcr own wNk, and tht' little monry she 
got fro 111. the industry of the chil<l rrn, whom she tau.~hl tu 
spin cotton.,:. At tlie same timr, ~lie proved the greate.~ 
blessing' to bhc whole village where she hvet! Fur it is im­
possible to be more inrlustrious, frugal, clcan,cheerful, edifying 
by hcl' wh_ole·wn.lk and conversation; more· ready for eve,ry 
good word-nnd .work; more mild 1111d offl'ctionate, more firl'lJ 
and rcsol ute in • danger,, than she w,ih, . So,tan. so enr.agc.d 
some of her enemies, that they thn·att"ncd lo destroy her old 
tottering cottage, but God was graciou,ly pleased to preserve 
her A fine youth, c;,f i1 no.hie mind, 111adc her an offer of his 
hand. She first refused; but he declared he would wait for 
her, even ten ycai:.s. Wb,en she replied, that she could never 
consent to part fro·m hei· poor orphans, ·he nobly answered, 
"Whofver tak~s t9e mother, t,ikes the children too." So he 
diH;,.;.;ahd alt"'thclie ch1fdt1:1( wer~ lirotigbt up by them in the 
inost cafofubi.irtf'e1'cellenr manner .. Lately, they have taken 
in !\_Onie other orphan_s,. whom they artdr~ining up in the fear 
and love.of God'. Though· these cxce11ent pe()ple pass rather 
for rich~( yet tb'e!'r 'income is so limiteJ, and their benevolence so 
extensive, that' sometimes they hardly know how to furnish ~ 
n<'w suit of necessary clothes, To them I intend to 'give a 
Bible, considering that their own is very often lent out in dif• 
fercnt•Roman_ Catholic villages. 

" 2. A second Bible I intend to give to an excellent WO• 

man, Maria Schepler, who lives at the opposite end of my ex­
tensive parish, whC'fe the cold is more severe, and the ground 
unfruitful, so that nearly all the housholdcrs are poor people, 
who must lend their clothes to each other when they intend to 
go to the Lord's Supper. This poor woman is also a very dis­
tinguished character, in whose praise I could say much were I 
tu entPr into particulars. Though distressed ar,d afflicted in 
hwr own person and circumstances, yet she is a mother, bene• 
factrc,s, and teacher to the whole village where she lives, and 
~•1 some neighbouring districts too. She takes the must Ji;·ely 
·111tcrcst in .all that relates to the n.1,decmcr's kingdom upor1 
earth, and often groans under a Sl'lloe of all the inroads made 
by the power of darkness. She also has brought up several 
1.1riahans without receiving the smallest rcwu<l 1 keeps i\ frc .. 

Q 2 
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!(hool for fcmnlrs, an1l makl's it a pructirc to Ina) l1n Dible 
to rnch as atl' ,n1i,.,ly <lqiriVl'd of it. 

" 3. :\ third Bihll'-pt'<'sc.•1t I inll'nil to make to an cxcrl­
knt ,,ido\\-11oman, Catharine Schriddl'ggcr, who is like the 
formn, a mother to -orphan~, and kc<'ps a fr,·c• ~chool ; as also 
ove~ nnoth,·r young\\ oman, who instructs little children in o 
11e',',l1homing vi!Lig,', in such knowlcdgr_• as may rcnJcr them 
uset\il ml'mbcrs ,,f human and Christian Socicty. 

" I might easily cm1m,•rate many more characters of a simi­
lar dcsi:ription, \\·hose eyl's will overflow with gratdul tears if 
tlll'Y arc f,l\'onrcd with the present of a Bible." 

To tl:,·sc inst~:::ccs of the laudable exertions of females, ll'e 
add tl:c ioll,rnin!!, recorded in the Periodical Accounts of the 
Baptist i\lissiun 'in India. 

A serj,•aut of artillery, uamNI W-- was employed during 
the "ar in India under lorJ Lnke, and ha<l an active part i11 
roost oi the bloody conflicts of the times. lle had taken an 
Hindoo woman, as n slave of the vilest description, This de­
graded female proved in the sequel, an everlasting blessing to 
him, and an important instrument in spreading the gospel in 
Calcutta. H<'r attachment to her master was so strong, that 
she accompanie<l him in-the heat of every battle, anJ often lent 
bim a~and when exhausted, and supplied his place at th~ 
guns. In one of these scenes, Mr. W. rrceivrd a musket ball 
about the temples, which pmrtratcd nearly through the skull. 
carrying a part of the brass hoop of his hat along with it. II~ 
instantly dropped down, to all appearance dead. She, how~ 
ever, neither lost her fortitude uor her affections: even in this' 
trying moment, when the shots were falling like haibtones aboul 
her own hraJ, she took her master on her back, with the in~ 
tent of performing the last friendly office of buq ing him, and· 
carried him ch,ar out of the scene of action. It pleased God 
to restore him: and to make the most grateful return of which 
he tbought himsdf capable, after his recovery he made her hi~ 
ll'ifc. 

On the conclmion of hostilities, he obtai11cd a pnmanent 
situation in the fort, at Calcutta, She h~d soon an opportu• 
nity of hearing the Baptist Missionaries preach; was brought 
to a sense of her lost condition; and enablrcl, to trust in Jes.us, 
She was now anxious in her endeavours and prayers tu bnng 
liwr b u,bauJ to be a partaker in the same spiriLual bles~in~li• 
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It pleased the Loni to bles, her pious etTorts with S\ICcess ; 

aud, in the summer of J 811, they were both bi:ptizerl, and 
11Jdc<l to the church at Scrampore, Before tliis evr,nt, ;;he 
ha<l prcvailc<l on her h\1sba11rl to open his apartmenl'! in the 
F'ort, for the preaching of the gospel. The missionaries oc­
casionalty laboured here; but it was chiefly supplied by thP­
Jlative preachers. March 17th, 1810, Mr. Mar~hman went 
to preach in his tiun, but was teld by Mr. W. that Col. -­
had forbidden these meetings to be held at his t,ousc, and he 
must <ledine continuing them. • Mr. M. therefore, ha~ing 
praye<l with the people and given them suitable adviee, dis­
missed them :_ an,1 an inexplicable providence appeared to 
forbid all further attempts. But this good wo111an was not to 
be so easily discouraged. Affected with the tears and lamen­
tations of the hearers, both Europeans and natives, and trust~ 
ing for success to her Saviour, in whose cause sbe was en.• 
gaged, she dcterminrd to wait personally on Lhe general him­
self who commanded in the Fort, to make known her distress. 
We shall present our readers with her own relation ()f the in­
terview, as given to the missionaries.. " I found," says sher 
" the genrral' engaged in conversation; but my business was 
too urg~nt to admit of mu.eh ceremony. I therefore· begged 
a hearing, which be very kindly granted ; an<l invited me to 
take a chair, an<l come, out of the heat of the sun. I told 
him, I was the wife of a poor man and could not accept socli 
an honour: anti,.. that .ncitbe_r the heat of the su11, nor being 
burned lo death, apprared to me a matter of-an;t conscqu4,;nce 
,•,hen comp11.rcd with the bus~ness J c~ me about. I thm told 
'him the stqr-y 0£ the meeting at my house from the beginning 
to the present time. He a~ke<l, '' Who preached there?" l 
said," '.fhc missiunari.es." "But," said he," you clo not all un­
det~tand English sufficiently to hcnefit by their preaching."' 
I told him that most of us understood a little; that the dis­
courses were very plain; and the Bible was tra~slated into• 
Bcngalee, and was:(lxpounde<l once a wcrk, in addition t.:> the 
English preaching twi.ce. It pleased Got! tn gaant me farnu r 
in the, sight of the g~neral. He not only smiled all the .time; 
b~t expressed his hearty approbation of iv hat I had narrated, 
grantil)g, full ,J)e,rinission to contique the meetiug; ~nd pro• 
misinf fh'at' riot on~ ·should interrupt us, J felt at a lo~ fo.r 
~-ords ~u express my sense of tlaiefavow.r. 

• Q:3 
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Thr business howt·,-cr •\VAs noL yet foiishrd. •• The cok>nti\ 
knowing nothing of my applico.tion, nor of the general's an­
swer, l sugg<-stt:d the necessity of his btling ,infor.mod of it. 
This the gl'ne\ui readily commissioned mo vcrunlly t~ make 
known to him. I submitted to him whether 1a few lines .£ruin 
himsdf would not bettrr establish what he had sl)· ki11dly 
granted. He then wrote a line requesting the colonel's .com­
pany at head quarters. This completed my wishes l as lhad 
now an opportunity of hearing the colonel's objections. I 
found these to be grounded on a surmisl', th11.t the soldiers 
.,-iet to get liquor, and that my husband procur,·d it for them, 
This I soon cleaicd up to the satisfaction of both. the general 
and the colonel. The latter then started another objection, 
much more unexpected than the first: viz. that he suppo!ied 
the missionaries and myself received money. To this I an­
lliWered, that a house as large as that which I then stood in, 
(head quarters,) with a thousand rupees a month, would be 
consiue~d ·of no value when,compared with the news of sal­
vation, through a crucified Redeemer, which I hfard preached 
at my house; that my husband and myself now residl!d in a 
houst> under his (the colonel's) controul, aud were .. receiving 
a salary of thirty rupees per month in his gift, for alL -which 
we frlt thankful to him : but, that if he were determined lo 
)hut out the words of eternal life, we would as freel} resign 
bis fa~our as we at first received it. After the latter of these 
remarks, the two gentlemen retired, and convern:d a few 
minutes out of my hearing. After this, they came and told 
me to continue the meeting without the least apprehension of 
being interrupted in ,uture. I then expressed my fear, that, 
at some distant period, if they sh,rnld be out of the• wny, 
wme other superior officers might interrupt us; but both the 
general and the colonel pa!sed their word, that I might be 
~asy on that head; and that the late interruption \185 purely 
the effect of misunderEtanding. 

T'.ie courage, prudence, and zeal, displayed on this occa• 
sion, by this converted Indian, certainly do honour to bcr ~x, 
and place the Ilindoo character in a Vt:~J favourable light, 

REFLECTIONS oN CHRISTIAN LIBE'RTY} 
' ' : ) j, 

Tlii~ is an important ~u,~j~c,t, and <\c~erw.t to_ q~,;w1:ll 1ynder· 
,itoo<l. li sometimes cauties wningling among 5criuu, and werl· 
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m~arring christlan~; an<l is too often made the pretc.stt fur djj­
order and irregularity. 

ft 111 called Chri1tian Liberty because it is the pPculiar privi­
ltgc'of t:hristia.ns, bequeathed to them hy their adorable Sa­
viour. Let us accept it thankfully, use it to his honour, and 
freely allow it to all our fellow christimlll·. By do~ng this we 
shall •render chrtstianity honourable, in the world, and acrep­
talJle tu men. We shall theu p-resent it·in its vrimi<ivc simpli­
city; and it will be foun<l worthy of our merciful Father whose 
·wisdom is infinite; anti worthy of that exalte<l being who 
came into the world, not to clestroy mt>n's lives but to -save 
tbem. It may, perhaps, be useful to mention a few of the 
mistakes which have been matle, by some who called thcm­
seh•e, christians, on this subject. This may guard our readers 
from falling into the same errors. 

Some have thought that christian liberty consists in a free­
dom from all obligations to moral duty. This is an awful de­
lusion, Moral duties arise frum our relation to God as onr 
Creator, preserver and governor; and to our fellow creatures 
as the works of the same Creator, and as standing connected 
with us in various natural relations. These duties would have 
been.obligatory on A<iam had he never fallen; and on all his 
Jiosterity, had christianity never been vromulgated. Chris­

. tianity, indeed, enforces them with additionnl motives, and 

. urges them with more endearing and more awful sanctiom. 
" The "hole Mora) Law," says Dr. Watts, "in the prcct>pts 
of it, was taken into every dispensation of the gospel, as a part 
cfit; 10 be the constant and everlasting rule of man's duty.'' 
And the blessed Jesus has condcsceoded to furnish us uith an 
l'pitome of it convenient, for constant referenc•·· " Thou shalt 
love. the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul 
and with all thy mind ; und thou ~halt love thy neighbour as 
thyself," are precepts obligatory on all men, in all places, and 
at all times. All christians must, therefore, be inc\uJed; and 

. these precepts, in all their varied and extensin~ applicalion, 
are obligatory on them, 'l'beir grl'at Founder declared that, 
" he, came not to destroy the law but to fulfil it." And thar, 
" it is easier for heaven and earth to pitss, than for the least 
par\ ofhis law to fail." 

'Nor niust ,ve suppose, that christian liberty authorises us 
1o'·chaDge any thing ,aught in- the new 1'e1t11,111cnt; to alt~. 
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any of the orJina11c1's \\ hich tlic Author of chri~t:al'I-:ty !ins in• 
s:itlltl'd ; or to make any add-ition, to 1h,·111 in tho~e particular~ 
in wliid1 hC' l1as dl'cl,mcl his will. Jn Lapti.m1, for in,'!tance, 
,,c- are not at liberty to change either the mod<·, the subject, dr 
thr design of the in~t,1u1or. To change the ordim111c1) is slill, 
one of the thinc;s that 1.kfilc the earth under the inhabitants 
th<'rl'of. ha'ah ~-..iv. 5. But tht•great Apn,tle of the gcntila 
pra1,<'s the Corinthians, because they kept the ordinances as 
lie bud delivered tliem.'' l Cor. xi. '2, And the awful con­
clusioR of thi: sacred volume Hands directly lc~:elled against 
el'cry attempt to atld to, or diminish from, the words of.reve­
lation. 1\1 ay every our ,,;ho names the name of Christ fear ti> 

i11cur the dreadful 1wnaltil's. 
Christi:rn lihcrly stru:ds opposed to the bondage of sin and 

Satan, under wliich all men are held iu subjection, till they 
arc set free by Chri,t. He was se1H to heal the broken.heart­
ed, to prc•ach dclin.>rance to the ca,pti,vcs, and to set .at liberLy 
them that are brni~cd. Sincere christians I' have ,not recei\:ed 
the spirit of bondage -again to fear, but the spirit of adoption 
~dicrcby they cry, Abbu. Father." This is that libei:ty to 
"bich every one ought to a~pire; and which <icniands the su­
pr.:'me estimation of immortal Nt'atures. May the Son makte­
us frcr, and \\ c shall be free indeed. 

Christian liberty dr)iV('rs us frnm the ceremonial law. 
J udai,111 was "a yoke," as the apostle Peter declares, u ,,v.hioh 
neither tlw\' r.or thtir fathers were·ablc to liiear." Acts-xv. 10. 
This is cm1;hatically callc~ hy Paul, the yoke of-bondage. ;fo, 
the early ages of the church, the.re were .some -that exerted, 
themselves to subject christians to lhf! law of i\los.es. The:Y 
were vigorously oppoaed by all the apostles; but csprcially,by. 
the apostle J'aul, who has spent a considerable pant of hi, 
-t>pi.tle to the Galatians, in arguing a.gairn;t thl'm. He e-xhor.ts­
his comerts to stand fast in tbe libt'rty ~,h.C'rcwith Christ.bas 
maJe them free; anJ fully shew,, that if 'th<'y <'Xpc:ctcd salva­
tion from the works of the law, ~lit'n thl'y had fallen from. 

_grace; and Christ bad become of none dfoct." Fo1,,in Christ 
Jesus ncllhcr circumcision availcth any thini, uer,uncircum· 
cision; but faith whi(lh .wo,rketh by love." He tlw.ughl it of 
~o much jmportancc, that he opposed the impo~ition on,avcry 
.occa,iou, ',\ 1 th the most <leri<lcd firmIH:ss; and t~en rnprovrd 
~s brother apOfillc, Betcr,. wlum, ,ho acted in .a m11,D111:.J: ,,~ 
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~•cnll'(I lo give it countennncc·. l\Iay eHry christian be 
thankful that this hravy yoke is nc,t imposed on him; and 
t•rul(•avour lo learn of him, whose yoke is easy and whose 
J,unlcn is lioht. 

Lastly. Cbrbtian liberty set us entin~ly free from tbe con• 
troul of our fellow qratures, in matters of religion and con­
science. It forbids us to call any man ma~ter, on earth; and 
places us all on an equal level. "One is your Master, "vcn 
Christ; an(! all ye arc brethren," is the fundamental principle 
of christianity; an<l whatever violates it, is so far dcstrucll\e 
of the Leauliful system appointc1l by our Saviour. It leaves 
all our transactions with our fellow men, and all our dutic1 
as merriLcrs of civil society, to Le regulated 1,iy the immutab!P. 
L1ws of morality; but, in e,·cry thing that rrlates to Goel and 
ourselves, in evrry part of religion, as such, we have no su­
perior. Whoev_er attempts to impose on us any thing, either 
in the faith or practice of christiany, invades the province of 
the great head of the church, acts the tyrant over independent 
minds: and as far as his attempts are successful, deprives us of 
cur right as christians, Had this been always uncler~tood, 
and acted upon, what torrents of blood might have be\'n spared! 
what scenes of wretchedness and woe, prevented! What 
dreadful occasions of rrproach to tbe sacred religion of ]lssus, 
avoided! Let us l>lcss God fur that deg,ee in which this great 
truth is unclcrstood, in the present age; and carEfully endea­
vour tu ex tend its influence. While statesmen an<l legislators 
are recogni,ing the gn•at principles of christian liberty, while 
moralists aml pbilosophe:rs are advocating the rights of private 
judgment, let not christians betray 'ieir own cause, by a 
criminal indifference; or oppose i~ by" narro"" minded bigotry. 

This hasty glance at the important subject, may teach u~ 
.1evernl les5ons of instruction. 

I. We oughf to value our pri,·ilrges, anrl be thankful for 
them. ,vc arc not calh•d to bear the btn,;d1s of me.us and 
drinks, of times and seasons, and of washmgs, ~acritice~, and 
tithrs imposed upon the Jews. The few positive injunttion.s 
of the gospel _arc easy, pleasant, and siguificant, and well 
adapted fo_r o.ur spiritual ediJication, anJ gro,~th in gracr. 
How ungrateful, then, shall we be, if we disfigure their bcau_­
t1ful ~implicity, by any alterations or aduitions ! In th~se 
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~:icml things, lrt m maintain a hnly jl'alousy, that all be don• 
after thC' p,1ttt•rn she1w<l in thr mount. 

2. Let us not abuse our liberty into a prrl<'xl for clisorrl,·r 
and irr<'gularity. ThNe appears to han~ be<"n s01m· in Ilic 
apostlt'~· timrs, who" used tlwir libnty for a rlonk of malici~ 
ousnC'Ss," or "aa occasion to the flesh ;" an<l othl'rs, who so rar 
mistook thl' nature of this privilege, that" while they promiMcl 
thcmsc·ln,s liberty, they became the slaves of corruption.'' 
lnJ_eed, the sacred writers are so frequent in cautioning 
:igamst th<' nbuse of thi, privih•gl', that one would suppose 
they apprchcnclc<l p<'culiar danger. Let us beware then, h·bt 
by pu~hing our claim to christian liberty to extremes, we fail 
in some nf our moral duties. Numerous instances of thi~ 
might be adJucccl; but one will explain our meaning. EYcry: 
one certainly ought to judge for himself, in matters of religion; 
and 110 one has any right to impose his opinions on another~; 
but, wlirn under this pretence, the young and ignorant trea~ 
the persons or se1itimcnts of their o.ge<l and experienced 
br.cthren with disrespect or rudeness, they sadly. abuse th~ 
name, It is the precept of morality, as well as of scripture, 
that "grey hairs are worthy of honour;" _m1<l t~at "the 
younger shuuld submit to the elder." And we ~houtd ahvaya 
remember, that ncthing can supersede a moral ~l\~Y~ • 

::J. \\-hilc 1\e :irr rndl·avouring to use our ownJJ,~rt.y_ IL' our 
own edificaton, let us be careful not to, encr.qa£_h ,-0J1-cthe li­
brr-ty of our fellow christians. Let ns alway5'.rc1JW111bc,1J,\hat 
the same sac re cl principles that forbid our yiel.ding,JGl,!hc con• 
troul of any l,uma1_1 b,·ing, in rnatlers eurely relig-'o~s,Jorl.Jit'I 
onr neighbours'fro1n snl.Jmittii;ig_ their· consciences to-o;Hr au~ 
tlwrily. Let us therefore never assume· the dictator's clrni,,, 
and suppose that our decrees ~hould rnmma1:<l im1;licit regard, 
Let us ne,·er presume to ~etermi11e any thing that the grrat 
l1C'acl of the church hl!-s seen proper· to leaYc un<lrterminrd. 
And even in points concrrning which we believe the oracles of 
truth arc e.,pn·ss, let us_ forlwarto judge our u~ighbour, who 
profrssrs conscien1iously to ~itfer from us. llis sincl•rity or 
insincerity are known to !tis ~real Master; a11J 1d10 arc wr, 
that prc-sume to judge anutlier man's se-rv.aut? To his own 
n,a;,c;- he sta.n,:k-th or fo.llcth. 

s: v. 
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lIAPPY DEATHS ov P10us CnrLDRF.lf. 

Hannah Smith Chnmbcrlain, the daughter ·of l\fr. Ch:\m­
berlnin, one of the baptist mi;sionariC's in Jntlia, was a line 
child. Though only a few years old, she could rrad, and 
converse ·in thrre ditfcrrnt laro11ua"ts, the En,.lish, rlie Ilcn­
galcC', and HinJoosthancc. Sh~ 1;~; sl'izcd 1;irh an inclispo­
~ition, in 181 I, which wa5 long and painful, and brought her 
vr?ry low. A frw clays previous to her death, while her father 
was praying by her, she said, " 0 Lord, Id me he an ang,·l 
of thine, and fly away. Take away tliis ~tony hrart, and 
give me a heart uf lle,h." Iler fathPr asked hC'I', " Where clo 
you think you shall go, if you dit ?" She rrpli_ed, "Where 
God pleases to take me." He said, " Do you think you are 
a sinner?" She answered, " I know it, my dear papa, but 
Je~us Chri:.t came into the world to sa1·e sinners, who have 
broken the law of God," On the night before her death, 
she said to her father, " I want to pray to Jesus." About 
one o'clock in the morning, she changed for the worse ; a.nd 
died very easily at one in the afternoon, Oct. 10, 1811. _ 

Among the I-lindoos converted to Christianity by these 
laborious missionaries, Krishnoo was one of the first, and has 
lor:ig been a successful prcachr?r of the gm,pel to his hcathm 
countrymen. l\lany of his family have embraced the truth, 
and adorned it by a consistcnt conver,ation. Lately, it pleased 
Divine Providence to take away his gr::i.Rd-daughtrr, at the 
age of five yr?ars. IIer name was Pran. For some time 
before her death, she seemed to lave the Saviour. During 
htr affliction, which was tedious and severe, she was never 
heard to murmur ; hut was often heard tu cry out, " Lord 
have mercy on me, Lord forgive my sins.'' Tu one who asked 
her whether she wished to live and serve God on earth, she 
rrplic(j, '' J wish to go to hr?aven, and praise Christ then·.'' 
Two d(lys prnious to her clcu.th, she calk,l her relative 
Anu11da; and hPggctl her t-o sing and pray with her; in which 
she joined, kneeling down on her bed. Just before hrr de­
partu r_e, she got some friends together to read the script Urt:'s, 

and· sing and pray with her; and while thry were in this act1 
the bl'cathcd her last without a sigh or a ;roan. 



J\OYS l'.XPOSl!.ll FOR !U L1r.o 

Su M :1.Tlt A i~ a large island in the Indian Orl"1111, nbunt 1 
thousand miles long, and one hundrc<l and fifty broad. The 
English han' for more than a century had s\'ttlrments on the 
\\'<'stern coa~t of this island, and mo~l of thl' m11ritime parts are 
po~s<'S~<'cl by the l\lahomrtam ; but the inhabitants of tne in• 
tl•rior rl'ma111 strnk in 1 he gtos5csl bnrbarism. One of the in• 
Lrnd di~tricts, denominated the Cassia country, is inhabited by 
a 1woplr callrd the Ba/fas, ThcH· differ from all the othl!r 
inhabitants in language_ manners, and customs. 1·1tey art' ·a 
nation of cannibals, and actually purchase human beings fur 
food. The following account affords an alkctiug proef of 
this horrici fact. 

l\lr. Willi,rn1s, the captain of a country ttading vessrl, hau 
occa~ion, in I SI I, to touch on the coast of Sumatra, in a part 
peopled by the Battas. ·Du!-ing his stay there, he one day 
obscn•cd thn:e boys, confinrd in a kind ofwoo<lm c-agl', Strnck 
with ~urprize, he inquired into the circum,fance; llnd learnt 
~ ith horror, that tliiPy nerc fattening for th11 knife, and wsre 
exposed for sale. That is, as our young readers will obscrvr, 
tll{'sf' t!Ht'<' boys were kept up in this coop, and fod plentifully, 
that they might grow fat and be fit to be slaughterc1l, and sold 
fur food ; j nst as they treat young pigs in England. Captain 
,v·s hL,r.1anity was roused at this shocking spectacle; and he 
instantly bargainl'd for them .. For the sum of about thirty 
pounds, hC' had the high satisfaction of carrying them safol) to 
his ship. What became of two of them is not said; probably 
they died du ring the •;oyagc. The third, whom he gave the 
name of Thomas Chaucr, he brought to Calcutta; and phced 
him at the charity school founded and conducted by the Bap• 
List l\1issionarics. 

Wbcn first placC'd in this seminary, it was found very dif• 
fin:lt to make him understand the most simple thing; and 
more so to persu:i<lc him to touch foo<l in the presence of any 
of the family. He continued thus for more than a month, a,1· 
tl,ough th<'y used every means to cultivate familiarity with 
him. Jle l,ad picked up a few words of English during the 
,oyage; but appeared to have no idea of any other languagt•, 
H'! st'emed to remember nothing of either father or moth~r; 
itnd it is liigh1y probable that he ditl not know that he ever 
ltad any parrnlB, Though apparently about twelve years -0f 



(Jnt>I'lf ATto'lts. nt 
••~,., It couhl not h~ discovered, that he recc>'llceted any thini 
prior to Capt. W's carrying him to the ship. 

The rude ~tale of his idras and articulation r!'ndered it ex­
ceedingly difficult to teach him either to undn~tand or pru­
nounce. These obst;icles how1~er he surmounted by his vo• 
luntary and jn1kfatigahle diligence; but, even in this the 
sirangen€:ss of his dispositiorT appeared. He seldom parted 
,vith his· book as· long as d;iylight continued; but he was sel­
dom seen, a~ he preferred the most dark and r1·tirerl corner of 
the house. He has lately te.hn a great liking to writing ; and 
at first, permitted a schoolfellow to rule his book and set him 
copies: but he now rules his book himself, and goes on writing 
his own way. He begins likewise to read and pronounce pret• 
ty clearly. In short, if his life be spared, there is reason to 
hope that he may bccomE; an useful mi>mber of society: for 
this poor savage boy ·has already learnt to read his New Te,-
ta:mcnt, and to write legibly. ' • 

When OLU- young readers have ·fmishcd this affecting storir, 
it is hoped, thai.they will reAcct on the goodness nf Providenc~ 
jn placing them' iu a christian country; and feel compassion 
·for those wretched cbil<lrcn that are born in the lands o( pagan 
tarkness, aud-tre.i:ted like th~ beasts that perish. 

GENERAL·BA1'1'IST OCCURRENCES. 
QltlH N.'ATIONS, 

June 3, 'lBiS, Mr. James·Smith, late of Kirton in •Lind­
say an~ Sutter~on, was ordained to the. pastoral office over the 
G. B. church, at Tydd St. Gile~•s, <Lincoln;hire. l\lr. H. 
Everard opened the morning service with reading suitable por­
tions of scripture, and offering ,the general prayer; i\Ir, 
Burgess then put 'the usual questions to the church and the 
minister, and ha,ving received satisfactory ·and affecting au­
·awcrs, he offered the ordination 'Prayer, and wi I h l\lessrs. 
Jarrom and ·Everard, laid hands on the minister. ·'!\fr. Burgess 
th~n delivered the charge to the minister, from Col. i. 7, " A 
·f~11hful minister of Christ:'' and concluded the mornings.er­
·~ice "'ith prayer. Jn the afternoon, Mr. Pocklington engaged 
'!11 prayer, and Mr. Jarrom addressed the church from Cot 
11 , 5. ·u Joying and beholding your order; and ·the steadfast_. 
,ne,s of your feith in Christ." Suitable hymns, at propC'r in­
tei-vals, we,c .gi-ven out ~y MT. Bampton, of Suttrrton. l\fay 
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o. •· .occun.nt.wcM. 

this young minish'r who has laLourC'd for~OrM tilnl''llmohg tlil• 
,people with much ~rcc-ptante ancl succtss, l't\1· many years to 
-com(', shew himsl'lf a faithful mini~ter of Chrhl, ai\cl have 
grr-at r('ason to joy in heholdin~ the order and steadfastness 
of the faith i11 Christ of .a numerous, prnspernu~, holy, and 
bappy pMple. 

June 22, 1613, Mr. G. Chr.i.tle \Vas' ordained to the pas• 
fora] office <Wer the G. B. church, at Birmingham. Mr. 
Jarrom, of Wisbeach, began the scn,ice with prayer, and.the 
reacling uf suitable portions of scri_pture. l\Ir. Jamt's Taylor, 
of He_ptonstall Slack, delivered the introducto1:y discourse~ 
The questions to the church and minister were propose<l7:iy 
Mr. Felkin, of Kegworth; ar.d answered on the part of the 
church by Mr. Cottrell. l\Ir. Cheatlc, in rep.ly to the ques• 
tions put to him, intru<lucerl a short account of his sentiments 
on the priocjpal subjects af religion. The orJination praye.r· 
was thm offered by l\Ir. R. S•mith, of Nottingham; who, iq 
conjunc-tion with l\Jessrs, L>. Ta}lor., T. Rogers, W. Burgess, 
and J. Janom. laid hands on l\.lr. Chcatle.. Mr. D. Taylor, 
of London, afterwards gave the charge .to the mi.nistcr, from 
Heh. xiii. 17, " They watch for your souls as those that 
mnst give account:" a11<l concluded the morning service wit~ 
prayer. In the afternoon, !\fr. B. Pollard, of. Quornrlon, 
preached .tu the people from I Thess. v. 12, 13. " We be-
1eech you, brethren; to know them which labour among you, 
&lld are over you in the Lord, a11d_ admonis-h Y!JU; aud to 
esteem them very highly in love for their wor.k's sake; and_ ht; 
at peace among yoursel-ves." l\lr. Brand, of Ca~tle ·Doning­
ton, ga.ve out the hymns at Loth services. This was a pleasing 
.and affec:tiBg opportunity. The congregations were J·es_pcc~~ 
able and serious. l\Jay this young man, thus settled 111 aQ 
important btation, prove himself an a~lc minister of t_he Nc1~ 
Testament: and may the cqurch flour.ish long under his care, 
and abundantly iucrea~e in numbers_ and in graces! 

CONFERENCES, , 
June 8111, 1813, the LEICESTEllSl'lut.R CowrEnENCE .wa1 

lield at Archdeacon Lane, Leic-ester; The ministers prCSfnt_ 
were Messrs. fclkin, ,Pollan.I, Wcsl<'y,. Pickering~ G~c,eIJ,. 
Gamble, Cheatlt>, Pike, Stevenson, Ortu1i; ,Brigg~- Bran~, 
Jones, J. Deacou, and Yates. The case· at Namptwich·w~ . ' 



t'Pfcrrc,l to tlic Association.-And, .ltff a1,~wl'l' to a ca~c- frorrr­
Dl'fby, it was unan1mon;;ly agrcr.11,. ~-.,rept a, few ntntC'1s,) 
tha,t, comil:ering how bancrul tile poisonr- of Soc-ini:111ism i·;, 
tlicre is a ,manifest and g,cat impropri<=-ty irvSoci11ian M.inisters, 
being i1ivnrd,._upunur1y account wborcvcrrto preach tu G. ll; 
ehurchc~, as by gi~ing an indirl'Ct sanction r,, their principlrs­
wbo deny the LorcJ- rhar bought tlrcm, and lr·ss1·nin,1 the dis­
tance between those who hold tlfrin and oursclv~,,. it has iP 

tendency to make· inr.:< perit'nced christians an· rasicr prey to­
that destructive systcrn which saps the vrry fu,mdation of 
vital piety. Thc·ncxt conference to be at Derby, Oil t·he las;, 
Tu<'srlay in· September: Inn, fiol,jinhood, Ironga.te. .• 

]tine 3rl, I 813, the LnicoLNSHJRE Co:.'IFERENCE was Bdct. 
at Tydd St. Giks's. But fc,w ministers were present, and, 
the tim~ was chil'fly employed in the ordination uf Mr. Smith • 

. M-r. l\forris, late of Dunstable, wlto, was occasionally prl'Sent, 
kindly suppliC'd the place of the absent ,l;,rother who was ap• 
poi11ted to preach, ant\ delivered· a discourse, on Wednesday 
ev<'ning,. fro.m. Psa. lxxii. 19. "BlessC'd be his glo,ious name­
for C'Ver ; and· let the whole earth be filled with his glory.''· 
Mr. Bamptcin g_ave out the hymns. The next couference tb 
'be at \Visbcac&; Oct. 7, 1'813, and tire-sermon on the preceding 
evening.. • 

A>NN.UAl. ASSOCUTION.· 

Tlie ANNUAL AssocIATION uf the New Connection or 
. G'. B.'s, was hcltl this year, 1813, at Birmingham : it com­
menced Junl' 22<1, and continued to the 25th. Mr. D. Taylor 
was chosC'n Chairman; Mr ll. ~Smith, Deputy Chairman; and 
1'1,ssrs. J: Frre,ton, and W. Burgess, Moderators. On \Vtd­
ncsday morning; !\Jr. T. Rogers oprncd the pub-lie 5ervice with. 
prayer; and l\lr. R. Smith preached from Col. i; 28. "Whom 
w~ preach, warning eve1y man, and tC'aching elery man in all 
Wisdom; that' "'c may present· !."Very man perfect in Christ 
f:·sus !·"· In the evrning, •Mr. Sexton prayed; and l\Ir. D. 
I aj:lor prl'achcJ, from Phrl. ii. 16: "Holding forth the wonl 
of l1fP, that I may rl'joicc in the <lay of Christ,-lhat I have not 
nm in ~11in, neither laboured i11·vain." l\lr, Jarrom openC'd 
the public service on- Thursday en•ning; anil Mr .. Fclkin 
prc:i.chcd, . .from Isa, xxYiii. 16. •• Therefore,. thus Mlith. the 
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L~rd Go,I, bdwl'.1, I I~ in2i'01l,.foi· a foml(Hi.tio11,j:a,st6m:-,- a. 
tried ,ton(', a p~rc1L,,11, ~,rn<'r ~t<in1·, a sure foun<latiun; he thal; 
b"!irH·th ,hall not n1ak,, li,\slb.'" 1 .. • • • •• • • 

In 1h, c,w,w ~flhe_ia~\ Na.i·, four' hunilr~d an,cl thirty-nine. 
ba\·c b,~c:1 bapt1zc\l ;_ ancl ,~II\Cly-s_cw1,. r,c~'rll)\'Cd by tleath~. 
1 he prdrnt 1111111hr 11) th<' Con11cct1on nrc five thou~and ·n,rie 
l undn·d,and cighty-cigl~t ;,. llnd_,thc clear increase ofmeinbers,, 
two hun1lrcJ and f,,rty-two. On the ivholc,.thc Cl\USC a,ppcars. 
on the a<lrn1Kl', and the churthcs,, in gc1wral in pca'ce. We 
t, ust, tLat the great Head of the Cburch ~till continues to bless .. 
~hose liills c,fhis Zion. At this. Association, much importa·ut, 
business was altcn<l<·,J to, in an ·.aftcctionate and liarmonious. 
manner. 1\tay it_ is,uc iu thc·aJ,·anccment of.the Ri:dct·IIJ<'r's . 
.kingdom aniongm<'n; anJ the prosperity of that interest "ith, 
\\h1ch it was more intimately co1i'nectccl. The next Associ-. 
a,:ion 10. be al Bircheicliff, }n Yorkshire; ·10-c,v111menc.e on ~lui 
111.St Tuc~day iu J.unc, ~8_14., • 

... : _ ,0, B. • .AC,\DEM.Y. _ . ·• . , 

.At the 1a.st,~sso.,c-iation, . !h~ managemN1t·. of, tlre Academy . 
. \Yas ;m,igtl(',~ ii;ito, the, ha~ds of the Cpnnection-; anti-it was 
~re~§l,-~h;i.t th~ 4.~si•\~~s ,rt:lating to it ~hol!ld: ~e tran~acted :by• 
tbe A_nnual Association. ~verril impoi-rant resoh1ti·~ns-ivep; 
adopted, rt-s.pecting the objects·o( 1he Jristitution,. the' appli• 
cation of the funds, and the management of the wholP. under-­
ta.ling; whicl1, by tendering irmor'e cxtc·l'lsivcly and effectually 

·use-fol)- wrn, we trust, engage th(! chccsful ~UJ)portof.the-w~olc 
.Conn(·c~i'on: \V_li<'n t,li'eJllall-for,th~ future <'-0~du.cti11g-ofthi.s 
.Jns 1)[UIIOD IS malured,. ilnd lhe arrangements completed,.·w~ 
sb.JI Le happy to lay ,the whole before our rca.de-rs. In the 
Jn<'a11 time, \IC arc h1gl1ly JJlcasrd to recMd an -instanc~ of 
J1Lcralit_b 1hat ought to _be grncrally ktwwn ;,Mr. }l. BooT,. 
of Nottmgl,am, has P,aicT inlo the hands of the Treasurer twenl_Y­
Guioea.-,, as a donation, for tbc supporl oUhe Academy. "e 
imrrt this encnJJraging fact,. to stimulate others, who have ~lio 
aLili1y, to go and do likewise. TJ.c objects of the Imtitutron 
oci1,g ~nlargrd, _the expc-nce will be greater; and it is hoped 
t bat the Ji be ra liry of its su pportcr_s ·will incn'ase in propor.uon. 
Nothing but 1lic united, and zealous patronage of. all>tho 
rh urches, c:i.c rci:der it.ctfcctu.il for. t_bc imp_1.1Itant.· pUl'.P,OSCi,-

de~igned. • ·.'· • 



m~TO'tt" OJ'' T'JtE' N'l!W''cMnn:CTION'. lS:5 • 

'l'-ll'E' J1%9TQRT Oli' TUE NE\V CONN'ECTION OY GENERAL 

BAPTISTS. 

l'liC' Suh~rriprioM rC'rriveil at the A.~ciati6n fot1'his Work 
wrre c-ncouragi ng; and have iod uced the J\•Jthor ta drtC'rminE', 
i-t' it 11l1•a~c divine Providence to fa-vor him with life and healtlr, 
to procl'rd with the urrdl'rtaking as e,;peditiou~ly as circum­
stances will prrmit: A3 several churches, however, have not 
sent in an account of'thcir sabscribrrS'; it il'as a_gt'erd, at the 
re-commendation of the A~sociation·, to extend th·e period of; 
subscrib•ng to the 1st of October next :-to pubtish the Work 
in shilling numbers :-and- to leave it to th-e convenienct" of 
the S11b,cribers, citberto pay four shillings at the time of sub­
scribing; and the remainrkr·on the delivery of the la5t namber; 
or to pay for--each ·numbcr when it is received; th·e Church, 
or the person who s1°nlb the order, bdng con:;idl'red as security 
that each Subscriber wilf complete tli'e p:uchasE.>. It is 
now, therefore, propos(•d', to publi-sh the first num bc-r· of th-e 
Histnry on the lst of February ·nrxt; and~ if possihfc, to 
follow it with a number en-ry succecdlng ibrre months, till tire 
whole be compll'tcd .. Alhvho wish to encourngc tu.e undcr­
takin5, arc earnestly re'quested to scnd··in their 11::cmcs bt·forn 
the 1st of·October; as the price of C"ach nurnber·must then be 
adv.~nced to fift-~en-prncr, to all who have not prc¥iously sub-
snibcd. A List' of'S'ubscribcrs win be printl!d in· the J.1st 1 

number;· 
As the merit of· tire Work"; as wclr as the rarly and- regular· 

publication, will,: in a grrat measure; llt>pl'nd on the prom pt, 
communieation of·proper. materials, it is hoped that c:ach 
Church will iinmediat('ly appoint a ·person to forni,h th'e 
Author with as particular answers tr) the following qurries,. 
as can .. be ·obtai.ued~-1. When and how· 11as yout Church 
formrd ?-2. Who was youT first pastor 1-3. What was tlie 
m1mber of memb1Hs,at tko comm~nct>ment-; and -at the close 
of en'ry ten yrars, to the pn·sc·1it period ? what pastor-s h2.~ 
you bad? and when<lid they suc.ceed each otb.cr ?-4-. Have 
any of your members, .whether pastors or othu;, been di,-tiu­
~uis_hed for mefulncss,2eal,, pirty .. &c. &c.-5. Have you any 
institutions amongst you, fur promoting the interest of religion, 
or-the good ·of society?'· if so; whill o1rc they;· and what has 
b,em- th<'ir $UCCess ?-6•; lnto what other plac!'.s have yon iri­
troduced .the G.-~ ~trnse-?~7 .. When was·your mcl'ling-hoi:1~ 
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rrccted ~~8. _ W_hat otb~_r,inlcr~i;,ting .ci,c,umil~rea,ha,,·o,you,te 
commumcatr, r1th«'t rl'!'pcctii\g,)'our own Cl,urch,Qr 1h~·G,l3:, 
intcrc~t in ~our nr1ghbourhoocl 1-Thc early co11J111u11i1=ati1m 
of Jct ailed replies lo l~SC queries will lie_ l~l_CCJ"\l('(l a p11.rticul11.r 
favor; c~p~cially, it at~cnli<.>p b_c. Jl~tl tofact,.and r;/,a.te3,. , : 

There is anothrr rart of the p.r0po~ed lfotory, I.I> which the 
.Author begs leave lo caH the attention uf those C_h11rchcs­
" hich ha\'e fontl<'rly .bt!longcil to other 1\ssociations, . Tbc1:e 
is reason to hcliev<', that, durin~ a cons.i<luab_le p;irt of the 
1rvc·ntrrn1h C<'lltury, the Grncrul .llaptists-1\TH' highly re~prct­
ablc for their numbers, .characlt'rs, .:i.ncl sr.ntimcn~ As their-
1-,i,tory bas never bre11 distinctly writli-n,. they r_ernain alm_ojt, 
11r.knm\n. The Author·,\ould be happy_ to rescue their rnc­
moriC's from oblivion, and- to place them, in their <luc rank, 
arn0ng the ancil'nt puritans· a!id. non.-conformists, the won.by 
ancrst-ors of. 1be modern disscntn:i, In this design, he trust~,. 
tliat he shall enjoy the clirerful assibta11ce of those G. ll, 
churches, .in 1hc various pµ_r_ts of th(· kingdom, who arc_ their 
succe!>Sors, . He, tl.ercfore, flatters himsf-lf, that those Church,·s­
w'ho may have chuxch books, oLnn,tar ly_ dat111,anrl- those incfi­
-vidnals who may he in 'possrssion of any_ of the works of the 
C:,._ B.'s, in tho~c agci;, will 11ot,nr-gkct to oblig~-,hi_m, a~ s.oon. 
as possible, ,\ith ibe lo~n.of thL'm, andtlu·y ,\iU_ be c;ar<·fully; 
ret11riwd. It 1s pr.,bable, too, that_ sevt'Tal of tl~ dcso•.ndan~s­
of. rhose G. B. confcswrs,. w h.o s11ITl'rtd so nobly U(J<ler the. 
Stuarts, may possess s~me traditional accounts \\ hicli, (11ig'i1L: 

grratly enricl, this History: and it is. hupl'd _ that th,;_y_ \,.ill 
seize wilh plca~ure thi~ oppprtuni1y_ of_ conJ.ributing .to do jus-.-
ticC' tu their p_ious ancL•s\ors ... , . , . . '. ; . ,, 

Any commu11ica1iow, rr~p~cti:ng 1:ilhC'r_.. St1b&cnpt1_ons ~r­
:Ma1nials will be 1hankfnlly rtcei~r:J . by the Edi.tor <Jf,' 
tie.G.B.R .. 

RE.Vlf..W, OF. NEW PUBLICATIONS •. 

TiIEAt>V-ANT.AC:ES•OF EAR.:.v PtETY, clisplayC'cl in a l\luroT~• 
of !1-Ir. Jom~ CLl'.MENT, Surgeon, late of J,Veymoutli; ,rf~ 
died in tlie tu:entitth .yeur'fJf Iris age, By_ Ju.11 N Hool'f:11, 
1\-1.A .. 8vo .. pp. 19.d, [>r.:-4s.·6d; in'boards,. 

This ~s a. Ycry_ plrabin_g aCf;O'-!Pl oc".an r~ccll~11fiY.!l~'ng,i:na~. 
wlio~e-piety, diligence, .a'nct abilitin, ga~e- c-n~i,u,n1giJ1_g pr.Q~• 
pfClsc£J[bis.fuL\ICC: cminc%e- am.I 1.1~d~lnm., ',\:c :tJii11k;th/$ 



tpn~lli,~b1utn'l!'l!llnnot be atteritivcilY:rcltd liy :ipy ddcri_ption of 
chai:a~tor-with_out·cor1~idetable Jlrofir;: 'H \Viii, howf:Vl'r, be 
p11c1fltu.tly 1iJvanta.gco1rs lo youth : but more espcnally to 
young me1t, engaged i~ tl1t!'purs11it·of knowledge; To these, 
the humility and docility, tire 'diligence an\:I punctuality ,,f 
y01ing Clement, wiLI operate -jio'wcrrt1Uy, both u a stimulus 
and cx:i.mple.,. To such we- hcartrly :rccommchd t_hi~ instruc,­
tive memoir; and are persuaded, ·that .a practical regard to its 
contents will have a happ;' teudency,cithcr to tit them to Ji1,1c 
usefully and honourably among men., or prepare them ·to 
meet death with snfuty and, tranquillily, The author ha:; 
rmclered thi& aecomu much more 1ntl'resting. by' inserting 
copious and weJl .. sclccted cxtraru from Mr. C's Letters and 
Diary; uy which tl.ir. young reader is admitred,_ as it were,, 

'into the confidence gf _the worthy deceased,' and mnde the 
partaker of his most private meditations. • Many of th£&e 
extracts arc very. vaJ~1able.- • 

AY, A-CQO-UN1',6F-Tnn BAPTIST. MI9SION 1:,. INDIA. 
(<Contiaued from page 144.), 

Ha,·ing, in- our ·last number,. traced the progress of the. 
Baptist Mission in the distant parts- of fo,lia, we shall co~ 

_plete the sketch; by_a brief account of-its succe59 at Se~•-
pore and Calcutt-a, •the 'eriginal scat of the mission. . 

The labours of Krishni,o at Calcutta are continued- arnl 
rendered increll!lingly u~cfoh . Thjs native preacher groivs in. 
grace and i11 kno-wledg('. He h;is lately been joined in the 
sacred work- ur Seuuk-ram,. another nativ1i conver~ fro!Il.· 
idolafry, .a man of.k111tlrl'<l zeal ancl d1ligcncl!- "l coulil DCilt, 

help,''. says the Deacon uf. the chuJch at Calcutta, "·noticing. 
with admiration the Zl'aLancl-.-ai:ti-vity· of our truly valuable 
brother Krishnoo,. who apjlrar.s to gather strength of bo<ly by 
hts unremittt.ng labours. He pr<'aE:h('S· at-fourteen different 
places during" the Wl't•k, he ha,; tifwen.f~mi~ie~ in• his circuit; 
spares nu lal.,our,-and ~buns no f~tig,uc; b1,1t flies wherne1· 
~uly calls .. He rf.'gula~ly vi~its twenty-eigh-L private families 
10 the city, ludcctl, . .i11su·aq of, bei,,g_ \~earieJ. in all tbese 
VJ.Sil~ -nnd labuur.s, yuu ,~uuld take him to be a young warm 
convcn, having at the same timo the cxp!!ri,mce of a lath<:r. 

in .Oct, 181 l, there were no fewl'r tlnin ninctei:n candiJatcs 
f~r. baptism, Jhom theif accowus of the wo1k of gr.ice 



on th'<"il· l1<'arts, it n11pN1.i•ctl that cighll'en of th~se WM"P. in-­
d, l>tr,-l 11ndn di,·inc g,·ac<"1 to th!' trn11~la1ions of tlic s-criptur!'s 
for thl'.'ir fi,,t srrlolt~ impl~ssions. A stril~ing i11i.t;ince of rite 
i1-n)1"rt:oince of sltpplying C'Vel\·thc ttt1cot1vl'rl'C'd•with the word 
?f ~~od, in a l.rn:~unge \11\lch'tl~y unrlersl .. nrl, aial •a strong 
inc1tcm<'nt t<'I cxct11on ath{ ·pers-cverancc•·in every-attempt to 
di5semi1rntc the oracles of·tnnh. 

The Loi d 'ronlinucd- to bless thl' lab,.1urs of•the missionarirs. 
Numbrr:s of Emopl"an~, Portt1gucsc, I-lirnloos, and all th'e 
motlC'y group 11,at hthabit Cnl-cuttn and its populous enviroM,_. 
wrr!' roused to :t concrrn fur the-salvation of their• immortal 
sou ls. Dours were opl'.'ned-- by prn\'idencc for preaching the 
gospl'I aticl distributing the serrpturcs, which the brethrm 
diligrntly improved. Several persons of·rcspcctability attei\a. 
r<l their wo~hip; and· they were in• a good measure coun­
km,nce<l b~ the go,•ernment. Within the eight months preced­
ing Sep. 181 I, fifty persons had bec1, baptized at 01¼lclittll, 
a.i,d t1H:nty-four more pre,ious to l\Iarch, 1812. 
• A"great<and illlpoq-U111t•pRrtof the-success of,ti1'e· rnissi-on, 
aries has be<'n among 1h-c British soldiers; station_ed in various -
parts of India. In the autumn of l 809, Mr. Cli-amherlai_n 

- bnptized twenty-five-of·the twenty-second- r~gime11t·at- Berham-
-pore, in- th1~ vicinity of-Cutwa. Thi-s number' consist-eel· 'of 
two s£'rjran ts, seHn- corporals, antl fourteen- pri-vnles. - In Oct. 
thC' same yenr, three privates,- and in Dec. one serjranf, -m1cl, 

. eight prh-ntrs of the- same regimcRt•werc .likt!Wise baptized .. 
'ThPir conduct during their·s~ay at 13erhampore, did honour;to 
their proft-ssi<Jrn They formed •th·nnselves into a church and 
chose elcfrrs from their own number. They insti{ut<!a a school, 
at Bnh:imporr, in which- not only all• :the children of tll'C 
rre,imcnt, that cot~hl be indttC<'d • to· atteilcl were instructed 
ir.ati,; but a - gr-eat ·riornbt>r•of thc-ir·ochilt countryrnell'we~e 
taught to Had the word of.God. -All the expt>nceof thts­
~chuol these-bretbn•n rlrtrayccl-·1hemselvrs; brsides 11early one 
bund rt'!l pounds ,, hich thi:y·laid out in-th-e ,5pace of t\vo year~, 
iu bil:,ks, hymn bouh; and' other books calculated-to promote 
:!0p1ri1ual ed1fica1ioo, of w•hich- they formed a eonrn1on lrbrary. 
They likewise -colll'cted a cousitler11ble s.um,- which· they sent, 
to Snampore as a µn•srJ-1t to the mission, • 

1 hey rli<l not ho\.HH'r continue long :it 'Berhampore; but· 
aoo~ 1\:.t£c. or<lert>d. !'1 Calc-urta, wh~rc - they appear ,to h~~·e 
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br<'rl!l1n1i0ned 1h1 ring thu greatest part of J 8 I 0, A hnut th$ 
1rm11 of ,t~ir arrival in. this -ci:ty, several, s0Jdicrs who were 
:ili·rooy in thRt garrison, by ~ltl)nqing 90 the labours of the 
missionaries, were brought 10 a .arn,e .of. divine things and 
juinetl the churClh at Calcutle, In July 1BJ0, sever.ii privates 
of th•! 14-lh rt>gi1urnt. were baptized by l\Jr .. Ward. . Othcrll 
soon artrr joined them and thli'y united 1oget~1c:r, and form_ed 
what is dc1iomi11akd in the Ptriodical neports,. t/ie cl1urcli i11 
the u.rmy. Being ordered Jo embark in ihc ex;pedit.ioo. against 
the hie of. frnnce, they cho;;e .a pas.l,or. a.nd two assistan-t 
olders. They v,iewed. tbeit .probaL!c ilcstination.as likdy to 
11ffor<l an opport,)nity of.spreading the gospd ; .and expressrd 
1-hcir <leterminatio11 to irp_p~ove evf!ry occasion, that offi:red. 
T-he church in the army consists of ,between th.irty and forty 
members, inJull oommunion ;. ll)any of. whom'are steady anµ 
Judicious men,. well acquaioted _ witµ the s<;ripturcs. Pre­
:viously to tht: departure @f the c:xpedition-, they addressed:& 
very affectionate and piou;; letter, dated Sep .. 1810, to the 
)Jl'ethn~n • at Serampore, e.xp1esi;ive of. their gratitude for the 

•~,iritual advantagt<s which they had enj,;iyed by their i1tstru­
.rocntality; .and ea,rue .. tly entrl'ating an intercs~ in thei,· prayers. 
;'fhcy wece aU-ertgage4 in the attack oD the Jsle of f caoce and 
Bourbon ; .. but,WCJ!3 pcQvidentially preservef-1 fr.om harm. After 
, the, ·ca.pturr, .· they. rei;nai!}ed some time. in the Isle o,f Fra11c.c, 
w.here. they had the happine§S of bei~g joined .by so.roe, piOJJS· 
soldiers of the 59th regiqaent,.and added :hm, Jo t_hci.J chun:h 

. by baptism ... In .the beginuing-of.13-11~ the 22rl rrgiml'nt took 

.posses:;ion of. the Erench; Rort Tamitase, in tbe 1,;lc of ~lada~ 
.gascar, whe,re ,they exp,cc:ted. to cominue for some time in 
garrison .. 'f:h,e 14th rt>gimq1t rl:lurned to l\ladras, and the 
pious :;oldicrs· f\Xpericnce9 ;COn~idcrahle' pemcntian. They 
\i·ere frequE'atly interrup_ted in their. worshiH, an_d sqme of them 
Wt'ro committed to too guard· b,ouse~,. fo~ ba\'ing met on a11 
evening for the worship l/f.Gqd. _ We- are ~4Rf>.Y to 1ind, thnt 
the b-rethrcn suh.mi~ted.to.th~.st;· har~h nicasU(l'S with. pntirnce 
and checrfo]ncss.i, and that they are only distiogui,be1\ from 
their c~mr!'des, by thi; r-e~~h\ri~y and s•)brigty ot ibcir conduct 
and the ,punctu~J,ity with ;\vhlch. th~y d~cl;iargl! th~ir military 
iluties, . , . 

··, Bukt~ 1rnissjqn~ti!!s .90 11-0t cqnfrne thei 1 lnbours to the 
,adult..,: Tlw3 have ~stablish~d.a.Semi11ary,. under the title of 
" Th.e Be11evute11i li1stitu.tio;,, for instructing the C.Wdren if 
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indi,f{t7lt Cl,ri1tilln!." Of this dt'scriptinn tl1rrr arr, it it 
!lllld, abovr SC'vrn thonsahd Portugurst' fan1ili(·, i,r Cafcntlu; 
bC'~i<l(•s Gnd<~, Armcniam, &c. Th,·~(' are, in ma'ny i11stann·s,, 
four d!'sn·nts from E11rllpCJm Pi1rtugurs,,, incnprtble ot r!'ading· 
a Portugu<'se bool!, or untlcrstand,ng a Port11gu'ne sermon:. 
h,·n<:"e, as th~'!><'nice oftht•ir thurchcs is· all· pt·rl'nrnll'cl l'ilher, 
in Latin or Por1ugurs<', th,-y are heathens in eyc-ry thing hut 
n:inw. Th<'_tlH'C', 10,1, extrcmdy poor, bt•yond r·ither Ilindoos 
or l\lohomcdans. E:(posrd to the most corrupting rxari1pks,,. 
and d1ivrn, by nN·r~ity, It> the most degrading mt•ans of ob• 
taining rnpport, th,·ir children grow up the burthen and ter•. 
ror <'I ~nci,·ty. "I do not bdif'w," says the ,~orC11y mastrr of 
thC' ~< hool, in a ll'ltrr to Mr. Marshma11, "that childrl'n of 
thl'ir ag<', rvC'n in Coustantinop!l', cxcfcrl them in I) irig;swear-: 
ing, ob~n'nity,'l'<'sentmf'nt, nccompaniccl Ly cl~C'p-rooted pride,_; 
and I he obstinacy 11rising from the unitt-d ulohHry and super-· 
s1ition of hcathern and catholits'. All these vices iire to be seen 
glaringly in childrl'11 scarcely arri,~d at 1he age of six years." 

l'i1y1i1g tl1c drplorable condition cf tht'se 1netclrc-d :childrent 
Mr. ]\lar~hmat1 r('tomrnl'rirlcd thrm to public- nutfce; in a sea-• 
mun, preachrd D<'c. 25, 1809; and op,·M<,l·a scli()(ll for thefy 
gratuitous instrnction. • Mr. Lccm. 1'd, one ·uf the deacons of, 
the church at Calcutta, "'3S 11ppointrd master;· o_nd before: 
Apri I; l 8 I O, 1 hey hacl fifty lioys nncler th<'i r car'e, • The sch_coL 
room "'a!' mc,I in the rvrnini;s i,s: a pJa·c-e•for tt"ligi_ous conver• 
sntion with c-nquircrs, In the Llrgiuning of 18 n, they adopted, 
a plan of kdching, built on Mr. Lancaster'~, but consiJcrabty 
impruwd, by \\ hil'h · thl'y \\'C're enable,! to instruct a gnnl<'r 
number ~,f d,iltirrn. In !\Jay, ISJ l, they had incn·ased thrir 
sch0la-r~ to up,rnrcls of 100; and liefurc Mardi, I&l'Z, they· 
amuunlffi le 350. 'About this lime, thrY opened a free school, 
for girls, on 1ht• sume plan, which was rqually succf'ssfi:rl.: The'y · 
~re !Juil<ling a large school-room in the h,•art of the city, !)ear 
their own chapel; which \\'ill measure 90 leet by 70, and ac-· 
con1mo<la1e, th,·y supposr, nearly 800 sd,'olars. 

The mi~siouartt·s were procrcding with this labour of lov<",, 
in th!'ir usual quiet uno~trntatiom manner, wh1·n tlwy were 
forcecl into notice by a violent attack, in the public paper, frbm, 
a Dr. \V one of the Company's chaplains, an<l ma5lt'r. of the 
f'Stabli~hrd frcc•school. 1'1iis obtigrcl the mis~idnarirs to drf1•11~,, 
themselH'S through the snmr whiclc; ancl the result was, t~~t .. : 
thcugh Dr. w. Si'l up a sin1ilar.i11stitudoi1, '-'Ct·thc subm'ip,iion_ )•;, 

J • ' '~. : '' 
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to tl1c mi~sionary scj10ol w!'re more t_han trebled, and thry wrre 
n•liev1~d from all !heir dilliculties. " Nuthin~:• say~ i\lr. 
Jllarshma11' "coidt_l have b,·rn morl:' npportu[\M,han tl,is attack, 
It has publi- h~d and accrc,lited Lh.:: Benevolent lnsLitution, both 
with the public anµ with the guv.::rnmcnl, Ii .ma.y-no1v be 
carried lo any l''xtent." 

Besides this great unrlcrtakiugat Calcutta, ihc brcthrrn have 
opi>ned two sch,101s, ot a similar nature, on 1he1r own pr,•mises 
at Scrampore. Th1•y a~c ~upported and managed wholly by the 
male anrJ female scholars in :'ilr. and 1\Jrs. :\far;hman's lwartling 
-,chools. The object pf al I lhe,;c institution, is t() tcl!,ch the 
children reading, wriii"ng, and arithmetic, buth in £11glish and 
Bengalee; and to mike them familiar with the scriptures in 
both languages, as the gt:and means of 1naking them wise unto 
s:1\vati,10. When w~ con.template thfsc exertions, in con:-iecti•>n 
with the success o'r {he translations of the script1;1res, we cannot 
refra.in'fro:n induJgiqg a sanguioe hopr, that the Su11 of riJht• 
eousness is rising on the_l~cnighted_ natiims of the e,ht. 

While these strr1;1u11,us eKertions are ma.king in B,•Rgal, the 
brethren are contP.inplating new missions. Mr. Robin,c,n, h;is 
11ct out for the jslancl of Java; an,\ Mr. anu \Jrs. Chat.er, "ho 
were forsomciiine wiih Fclfx CarPy, a.t Rangonn, had safrlyar­
rivecl al Columbo, in the island of Ceylon, where they, am en, 
dcavorin~ to e,tabli,h a mission. In buth these attempts, the 
permission of' govcrnmein'has bren c.ibtainrd. A 11un1-b,,r uf na­
tive members of the church ;tt Cal.cutta are gum·, with i\Ir. 
Tl1om1ison, to the cify of Patna, where another ch11rch ,,ill 
be formed, distinct frurn that un,ler ~I r. '.\-Ioorc at Digah, an,l 
15 miles d,i~tantfr0iu \c Another chqrch is expccto<l tc> be 
formed nrrn- Du.c·ca, ,vhere l\Ir.Corni.sh ,h.\s ~cttlcd in an inJigo 
factory, un_d has taken with him Bhngv~t, a uati,·c JHeacber. 
There are now .. hvelve • mis;ionary stations; trn churches; 
thirty brethi;cp, ·who· ,pn:ach, according to their. ability, 
in si~ diffo{fnf ,.languages; and ten others, ,1 ho stand 
ready to dcvAfo "t1icp;tsel".es to the work. In the clo~e,ot IS 12, 
Messrs. Johns an'if ta\vs(m, who were sent out from England 
i11_ Nov. 1810, arJ·~,veJ al'.Serampnre, and .were rL'CCi't'L'il by the 
rnissionarics with grntill!dc. They had sutfcrcd sumc h,·a,·y 
berea"cmcnts, havi1i.1 q·urird .four children, two scholars, anJ 

r • . "' 
a •~llhful serv~nt, 0ui C:,'f tlic mission family, in less tha,i a year; 
bcs1<ll's Jfrs.. i\li~rdon, who "died a_ few months prev1ou., an<.& 
Mr. l\:la.rdoii, ·"to expired almost ~uddenly, i\lay 23, 161!.?. 

I ' 



POETRY. 
·ON TUE AUTHOR'S BIR.TU DAT. 

BIC'sfbe that God, who, by his power., 
At first did give me breath; • 

And still presNv1•s me cv'ry hour 
From a.cci<lunts and death. 

-.Tis lo his boundle~s love I 01Ye 

Whatevl'r I enjoy; 
·O mny the gifts his hands besto"'• 

.l\ly grateful thanks employ. 
"It was his tcndC'r care to me, 

Upheld my youthful way·; 
And lengthen'd out my sp:m, to see. 

Once more my natal day. 
The day when J, a ~tranger, ·came 

To sojourn on this earth; 
·But he, my Gud, I'll bless bis name, 

Preserv'd me from mv birth. 
Think, 0 my soul, what thanks are due, 

Ikyond thy powC'r to pay, 
To him, for mercies ever ne111, 

By thee recriv'<l each day. 
1f to crt>ate, pn•sC'rve, reJeem, 

Proclaim the Deily ; 
'fhen ernr make His love thy themti, 

·Tor these are done for thee. 
Through all my lif,•, while years shall bring 

This day in annual round, 
In serving him, my Heav'nly King, 

l\J ay I be ever found. 
Then though my path on earth should be 

\\I ith crosses overlaid.; 
-On Him 1'11 e'er rely; for He 

Will k<·ep me unclismay'd, 
Thus while I live He'll be my friend •i 

And, thro' my Saviour'i love, 
111 hope, whene'er this life liball end, 

1'o be receiv'd above, 
'5, z. 
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GENERAL BAPT/S1' REPOSITORY. 

'tm~ Acc_OMPLISDMENT OP' PROPHECY IN' THE CAPTURE 

AND TOTAL DESTRUCTION OF BABYLON. 

TuE Fulfilment of Prophecy affords so conclusive a proof 
of the divine origin of the Scripturrs, that all, who wish to 
be ·able to give a reason of the hope that is in them, ought to 
endeavour to p,ain some acquaintance with this interesti11g 
subject. Our limits forbid us to take a regular survey c,f so 
ex trnsive a field; but we may cast an occasional glance over 
some detached parts, and n·c<'ive both gratification and in­
struction. We select, as the subject of our present cunkm• 
platiun, the accomplishmt•nt of the prophecies respecting 
Babyhn. 

Babylon i;; supposed to have been founded about fourscore 
years after the Hood, by the grPat grandson of Noah, " Nim• 
rod, that mighty hunter before the Lord." Gen. x. 9. It 
was situated in the delightful plain of Shinar, which was so 
fertile and pleasant, as to have been thought by many the seat 
of the terrestrial paradise. The ri\·cr Euphrates watered this 
country; and contributed much tu its fertility and beauty._ 
The vain attempts of puny mortals lo make themsdves a 
name, raised here a mighty edilicc, which ha3 been rendered 
famous by the confusion of the buildt"rs, and entailed the 
name of Babel or Confu~ion on their structure. Round this 
tower, arose, in process of time, a city which was called 
Babylon. For many ages it continued on a level with other 
neighbouring states, and was subject to a despotic chief. 
But about seven hundn·cl years before Christ, it began t() 
extend its influence and incrt>ase in magnificence, Its mo• 
narchs enlarged their dominions, by the successive subjugation 
of the neighbouring states; till, in about O!Je hundred and 
fifty years, it altamcd its full splendour and importance. A 

s 
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~hort ,)cscription of this. C!'kbratc<l 11H'lropolis will render the 
toll,rn1110- n'm;.rks more lllll'lli<ribll' 

13ab_,i':in was built llll an <'X~'nsi;·c• plain, in the form nf nn 
<'Xac~ squan': each side being fifteen mill's in lcngtli. The 
c1rct1,t, theretorc, of tlw town was sixty miles. The walls 
were 1_hn'c _h11nd1:cd and fifty f<'ct in h1·ight, and ci;.;1,ty SCVl'II 

fret tlnck; rnclosmg a space of two hundred itnd .twenly-lhe 
~quarc miles. In each side of the walls, were t1n'nty-live 
gates, all of solid. brass: and between cn~ry two of these 
gatc_s, at c{1ua\ <listanecs, three towers. From each gate, a 
s~ra1ght street extended to its corresponding gate in the oppo-"· 
site wall: thus there were fifty streets, each fifteen miles loug, 
and one hundred and fifty foct wide; twenty-five c,f which 
ran e.ast and west; and twenty-five, north and south. These 
litrects divided, by their intersections, the whole city into six· 
hundred and seventy-six great squares: each t1early one' 
thousand yards in lrngth, and as much in breadth; and con­
taining about two hundrl'd acres of ground. These squares' 
were surroundc-d with magnificent houses, three or four· 
stories high, and beautiRed with all manne1· of orimmcrits. · 
The interior of each square was laid out in gardens, pleasure' 
grounds, &c-. and could, in case of a siege, be applied to· 
produce subsistence for man and beast. A bra11ch of ·the 
Euphrates ran through the midst of this city from· north to 
south. On each side of the river, were walls similar to the 
external walls of the city, and brazen gates,' of the same 
construction. A· bridge of a furlong in· kngth was· thrown· 
over the river in the centre of the city. On the cast shore ·of' 
the. Euphrates, stood the old palace of the kings ·or llabylon,' 
four miles in circumfere11ce: and on the· opposite· shore, 
Nebuchadnezzar erected a new p'alacc, four times as large as'. 
the former. To gratify his queen, who retained a taste for the: 
mountains and forests of Media, her native· cotrntry, • Ncbu-" 
chadnt-zzar constructed the famous hanging gardens. They· 
we1e four hundred feet square, and consisted of terraces one'.. 
aboYe another, carried up to the height of the wall of the· 
city: the ascent fr()m terrace to terrace being by step~ ten 
feet wide. The whole pile consisted of substantial arches 
up.on arches and was strengthened by a wal I, surrounding it 
on every side, twenty two feet th'tck., Th•: floors were ma<le. 
ao a& to retain the JJlOisture of the moulcl, which-was-suf-
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ficil'ntly deep to afford space for the roots of the luge trc•c, 
that wnr. planted on tin· tl'rracc>; to~('thcr with an imnl('n,c 
1n1mbcr of shrubs .of r!Vr.r_y kind. Upon tbc 11p1wrrnost uf 
these tcrracef, was a reservoir, filled by ar, !'nginc with walrr 
from the rivl•r; from whc-ru:c the gardr.ns 1m theuther terracc-s 
\\'CIC supplil'rl; 

Nor was less attention paid to the safr•ty ancl com·r.nic11cr of 
this grellt mclropolis; than to its ornaments. The E.uphrntc!l 
annually ovcrliowed its bank5; which, thou"h wrv conducive 
ro the frrtility of the soil, was inconn·nient'"'to th; inhabitants 
of so populous a city. To remedy this, an immeme artificial 
lake was rlug, of about forty miles ~quare, and forty fret 
deep. This• lake was co1111ectc<l wili1 the river by proper 
canals and sluices, by which the cxc<·ss of the waters could 
be dra,vn into it. Thus the inundation wa;; provented : ,and 
a large quantity of ,water was always ready to be let out, as 
occasion required, for the improvetm:nt of the land. 

Such ,was the city. Its inhabitants were numerous, wealthy, 
and foxurious. Its 1nonarchs were the acknowledged sove­
r'eigns ef most of the neighbouring nations: and maintained a 
state and grandeur corl'l'5ponding with the extent of their 
dominions, and the magnifier.nee of thPir residence. Babylon 
might be justly caBcd the lady of the kingdoms; To use the 
expressive language· of inspiratinn, "she was gi\·cn to plea­
sure; she dwelt carelessly; and said in her hearr, I am, and 
there is none else," I,aiah xlvii. 5, 8. 

Among other nations subdued by the monarchs of Babylon; 
were the Jews, The oppre;sion, cri,elty, ancl inju~tice~ 
cxerc1;ed by those haughty conquerors toward~ their unhappy 
captives, provoked thL' Lord of Hosts to decla.-e that he would 
" plc·ad the cause of his pr.oplc, and iake VPngcance for thl'm." 
Jcr. Ii. 36. This had bl'rn foreseen by I-lim who dcdarl'th 
the end from the beginning: and, long before the l'Vt'nt, took 
])lace, the capti,•ity of the Jews, the crul'ity of the B.,bylo~ 
nians, and theii' exemplary puuishm('nts, ha<! b,·(·n Ji~t111rtly 
foretold. Isaiah who tlouri;hL•d upwards of a crntury b,·fore 
the captiYity, and· nearly two C<·nturil's before the captn;·e of 
Babylon: and Jeremiah who lin;d at the time of the cap• 
tivity ·united in foretelling thP awful fate of this city.· We 
shall, select the leading circumstances from these prophets : 
and then shew how exactly their pred:ctious 11erc fultillcil. 
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11.nd their housC's shall he full oi doleful crratures; nntl .:,wt, 
~h11II dwell thrre, and satyrs shall dance tlwre, and the wild 
brasts of the islands shall ny in their cll•sulate housrs, nnd 
dragons in their pk.isant plan~s: nnd her time is near to 
comr, and her days shall not be prolongrd.'' Isaiah xiii, 
19, 22. " For I will rise up against thrm, saith the Lord of 
Hosts, and cut off from Babylon the name und remnant, and 
son and nephew, saith the lord. l will also make it a pos­
SC'~~i0n for the bittern, and pools of water: and I will swerp 
it with the besom of destruction, saith the Lord o.f Hosts." 
Isaiah xiv. 22, 23. 

Having thus heard the predictions, ]rt us attend to their 
accomplishment. .'\nd here Wt' ought to be grateful to diviue 
Provide11c••• who has preserved to us the testimony of unex­
crptionable witnesses. Xcnoplwn, an £-xperienccd' general, 
and elegant historian, among the Grreks, about une hundred 
and fifty years after the taking of Babylon, srrved for a luna 
timr in the army of the Persians; and had every opportunity 
of ll'arning the particulars of that memorable event, both 
from authentic records and tradition. He has left us a must 
interesting relation of the siege and its issue. This is corrolio­
ratc<i by Herodotus, a coteropordry writer, of the same 
11ation. As Xenophon and Herodotus were both pagans, and 
bad no connection with the Jews, their evidence is peculiarly 
-valuable. 

In the beginning of the reign of the son and successor of 
the great Ncbuchadm-zzar, a aispute arose between the Baby­
lonians and the l\lrdcs; which laid the foun,lation for that 
animosity, that at length brought on the dissolution of the 
Bab_ylonian empire. The war continued for many years, till, 
at the approach of the time appointed by the prophecy, Cyrus 
·who commanded the•troops of his grandfather Darius, at th'e 
head of a large army of Mecles and Persians, having subauccl 
most of the dependent states, laid siege to Babylon_ itself. 
'l'his city was then strongly garrisoned ; had magazmes of 
provision sufficient for twenty years, and was defended liy 
walls, gates, and towers, wholly impregnable by any mode ~f 
attack known at that time. The inhabitants, secme in their 
ramparts and stores, laughed at the attempt to take the city as 
vi~ionary: anrl insultrd Cyrus and his troops from the top of 
the walls. That commander, however, determined to per• 
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srverc, He spent two yull'S in cultini? a largP ancl ckc·p ditch 
11ll round the city, as if for 1he purpose of r<'clucing it by 
famine, He concralcd his real views from evC'ry one : and 
used mrious stratagems to kerp up the security of the br·s<·iged, 
while he was equally careful to pr<'serve the health and con­
fidence of l1is own troops, and waited for a proper oppor• 
tunity to put his schrme into execution. 

In unler tu undl'rstand the subsequC'nt operations, we mn~t 
observe what took place in the city. HerP, the greek historians 
fail us; but we have the facts recorded by an eye witn<'s5, 
whose authority wi II not be disputed. The prophet Da,,iel 
was a principal officer in the court of Belshazzar, the last 
king of Babylon, and has left a circumstantial account of the 
transactions of that memorable night, in which Babylon ,,as 
takC'n. Daniel v. 

The king, unconcerned about the movements of an enemy-, 
who he thought·was attempting impossibilities, celebrated an 
annual feast with a thousa11d of his lords. Jn the heat of the 
wine, he ordered the gold and silver vessels, which had been 
takt'n from the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem, lo be 
broui:;ht oul: : and his courtiers, his wivC's, and his concubines 
drank out of thc~e sacred vessels in honour of their idols. 
God thought fit to vindicate his insulted majesty, by causing 
the apparition of a hand to write certain uni111clligible cha• 
racters on the wall. On the sight of this, the king was 
terribly affriglited, " His countenance," says Daail'I, " was 
changed and his thoughts troubled: so that the joints of his 
loins were loosed; and his kaf'es smote one against another." 
He ordered, with great emotion, the astrologer, Chaldeans, 
and soothsaycrs to be called in; that they might explain the 
writing. But th1·y were utterly unable to afford him any 
satisfaction, as not one of them could read the inscription, 
This increased the terror of the king and his companions, 
till the queen recollected Daniel's wonderful revelations in the 
days of Nebuchadnezzar. The king immediately din·cted 
him to b.e br,rnght into his presence. That intrepid man of 
God, in an address full of spirit and propriety, laid before 
the intemperate monarch a striking picture of the pride and 
c_ruelty of his pre<len·ssors, anc.1 or his own folly and ingra­
lltnde towards that " God, in whose hands hi~ breath was, 
and whose were all his ways." He the:n read the rnysterioua 
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in~criptiou, and infornwcl 1111' king that Its mcnning. WI\Sl 
"'l h_,· kingdom is <li,1d, d and g1q•n to the i\h·dc·s an<l l'cr­
sians." 'I his int,·rprl'tation, ir might ha"e bl'l'II cxprctr,I, 
would lrnH' i11crrnsvd thP l,i11g\ troublt·, and put an l'n<l to 
the f,ast. It is r,robalik, howcn·r, that Ull\\'illing to disturb 
thl' gP1wral joy ,,1· this grand fe~tirnl, and not supposing the 
threatrn1ng \\otild be so quickly l'Xl'Cllkd, thC'y put off the 
dbcu,,ion of s<'rious matters to ,i more convenient time; and 
continued thl'ir mirih. 

\\hilt- th•·M' things \\'C'r,' transacting within the walls, Cyrus, 
who, as \\l' Hrt' informr<l by Xenophon, had bct·n informed of 
the conlmion and disor<lc-r gl'nerally occasione<l by this annual 
frstirnl, n·~oh·cd to seize that opportunity of executing his 
grand design. IIe pmtcd one body of tn,ops on that side 
"herr the rivrr cllt('red the city, an<l another at the opposite 
sidr, at its exit. As soon as the cv1°ning closed in, he ordered 
the banks of die Euphrates to be cut, both above and bc:low 
the town, and the waters let into the vast ditches which his 
army had been so long employed in making. By thi, means, 
the ri\'l'r \\as soon emptied, ancl its channels became <lry. 
Th,,n Cyrus directed the two boJics of tru,1ps already nwn~ · 
tioncd, to ad,,ance up the channl'l of the riHr into the midst 
of the city : and, to encourage them to proceed with con­
fidence, he told them, that he marched under the conduct of 
the gods. These troops proceeded without any obstacle: and, 
to their great surprise, founcl all the brazen gates which led 
from tbe ri\'el into the streets left open. Had these gates been 
shu:, as was usual every night, the troops of Cyrus would 
ha\·e bcrn caught, says the Grnck historian, as i-n a net. 
They could not ha\C cnterr<l the city, and the Babylonians 
might easily have destroyed them from the walls. Ilut the 
Lord had declar('d that " these. gates shonlrl not be shut:'' 
and, in the intemperance ancl disorder of that riotous night, 
they were negl,.cted and left oprn. Thus an easy passage 
was affordLd the Persian detachment,; and, with(Jut any 
oppo~it1on, they met, according to the plan of Cyrus, at the 
ro_\ al palace. They immediately attacked the guards, and 
slew tl,cm all. The company within the palace, who were 
probably ~till engaged in their festivity, hearing the n(Jise, 
opetll'<l the gates to enquire the reason of the disturbanc,e, 
when lhc enemy rushed in, and made them~dves masters of it, 



1'h<' king nrlvnncing at the hl'ad of hi.i guest~, with l1i~ sword 
drawn, was killed un the ~pot, and his atlcndanl3 put to the 
9worrl. The Prrsians, having secured the palacr, marched 
into the city, und slew all that wPre found in the str,·Pls. Thr•y 
tlwn commancled the citi~cns to bring all their arms to Cyrus, 
anJ afterwards to ~hut themselves up in their hous<'s. Tire 
next morning, the garrison which krpt the citicl<'l being in• 
formcd, that· the city was taken and thC'ir king slain, sur­
rendered themselves to Cyrus, Thus did this princ<', almost 
without any rcsistancr,, find himself in p<'aCPablc po~scssion 
of the strongest place in the world. The first thing the con-
11uerors did, says Xenophon, was to thank the god~ for having 
at last punished the impious king of BaLylun : a character 
perfectly consi~tent with what the scripture records of 
Bdshazzar. 

Thus every particular which the prophets had prcdictc ~ 
respecting the capture of this famous city was literally accom­
plished. But the most remarkable part of the divine 
threatenings was yet to be executed. Babylon was not only 
to be taken, but it was to Le destroyed from the face of the 
earth. Thi~ vny improbable prophecy was, by degrees, also 
exactly fulfilled. 

Babylon ceasrd from this time to be a royal city. The 
kings of Persia preferred Shushan and other place~, and 
themselves destroyed great parL uf Babylon. The l.\Iacedo. 
nians who succeeded the Persians, not unly neglf'cted to rrpair 
it; but, in order to draw aw:iy its inhabitants, built Scleucia in 
its neighbourhood. The Persians, who afterwards obtained 
possession of this devoted city, pursuing the same extraor­
dinary policy, built Ctesiphon which carrierl away the re­
mainder of its population. Thus from the time the curse 
was pr,mounced against Babylon, those ,,-ery persons who 
ought to have protected her, became her enemies. The pro­
phet had foretold: " It shall not be inhabited," and its m:is• 
ters, contrary to their own interest, endeavoured to depopu• 
late it, About six hundred years after its capture by Cyrus, 
A. D. 96. nothing was left except its walls. This was the 
situation of Babylon, when Pausanias wrote his remarks on. 
Grcl'ce. The kings of Persia, finding the place desl'rt1:d, 
~1ade a park of it, in which they krpt wild bca~ts for the cha,e, 
S.Uch wa~ the purpose to which it ,1·a:. apprupriatPd ii: thu 
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days of St. J,,rom, A. D. 400. He had the account rr~11l 
a Pcrsi:111 monk, who had himself seen wlrnt he rdatc-d. 

But the di,·ine dc-cree forbad e,·rn the walls to continuC', 
They fell down in se\"eral places, and rnrious accidC'nts dr-
5tn,_yC'd the rC'maindPI', The animals, which were confinC'd 
for the amusement of the kings escaped. Serpl'llb and scor­
pions remain('(l, ~.nd rendered it a d,rngerous task for any one 
ro nttl'mpt to explore its antiquities. The breaches made iu 
the banks of the Euphrates by Cyrus, had never bcl'TI well 
repaired. Al,,xa.iHkr, indeed, had designs of making it bis 
residrncr, aud gave orders for reducing the river to its former 
coursr, and rebuilding its banks. But in a few months that 
monarch dil'ti, an<l ill his designs resp<'cting Babylon were 
J'C'linquished. The waters sought new channels; and, as the 
obstructions caused by the ruins encrcasc<l ancl prevrntcd their 
passage, they formc-d stagnant lakes and pools. These con­
stantly enlarging from the same causes, the whole country at 
lengtb degrncrntc<l into a marsh: and the precise .spot on 
'"hich Babylon stood has lung been sought for in vain by tile, 
ablest gt·ogrephcrs. The Lord h~d said: "J. will make it a 
possrssion for hinrrns, and p<,ols of water : and I ,,-ill sweep 
it with the Le:;om of destruction." The awful denunciation 
has long bct·u krribly fulfilll·d: al)d every ,'e~tigc of that once 
proud and maguificeul city has long been swept from .the f~ 
cf lhe earth. CrncuMSPECTOR, 

To the Evnou of the G. B. R. 
Srn 

l\Jany uf our Ministers are rlrawing towards a J'll'riiid of life; 
"When the infirmities uf age will, perhaJ>s1 press hcn\'ily upon 
them ar.d oblio·e some of them to rl'lire. \\"hen this occurs1 
as nu' suital.Jle ;rovision is made for them, their situation will 
be sufficient to grieve the heart. Thl'Y have labourt>d long 
and faithfully in the senice of their grrat Master, and hare 
l,ad their day uf popularity and succrss; but 110w th? shadows 
of the evcnmcr arc drawin11 on, and then· strength faileth. In ,., 0 -

thP prime and ,igour of their days, they had, perhaps, 11"ar~l 
and ;:, 11crou:; friends; but in the course of a· frw }Cars, cleaLhs, 
n-rn~rnl,, and failures in tradP, have sw<'pt them away, and 
t\}(") ,rnn~ tL:1t take tl1cir i,lac<', <lo not fePI the tirs_ anJ 1t·ndrr 
") u, p,Hbies uf thl'ir :iged friends. Tlwy have sacrrfi<:c<l m.iny 
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of thl'ir earthly comforts, in nr,qniring improvement [{) ft·1·,! 
thl' 1locks ovrr which th<·y wrn, placl'd; and havr. sprut all 
1h,•ir LH'st strength and tlar in the service of rcli_gion. :\I any 
oi' them l1a\'(:, perhaps, had lar:.;1· f:1milirs, and with straitcuccl 
i11co11ws, have lil'en alilt• to provide l1ttll' or nothing for thl'm; 
a11d arc at knrrth sii1kin" undn a \·,ci"ht of years ,111d infir• 
Jllities, with all their t!'mporal pro~pcct;at an <'nd. E,cl'pt the 
hope th,1t lie~ hcyond tl,,, grn"l', a1,<l a s,·n,e of comcious inte• 
grity, they have 1101lring to ch<'tT 1l1Pm amidst the many nq~lccts, 
antl pain,, and wants that surround them. Though, 1t i, as 
plain a truth as any in the scripture•, that he tliat preaches 
tlie gospel, oug;ht to lil'e upon the gu,pel; yet it is well k,Hmn, 
that the greatest part uf our minisu•rs have not h:1d so mnch 
allowed them as a common trarlcsmun allow, his clerk. 
J-lci;ce at the close of life, when thl'ir lubours are at an f'nd, 
and their annual small pittances tramfcrred to the ministers 
that succeed lhl·m, they will lie Jc-ft destitute and in distrl'ss. 
Surely a recollection of the deplorable state of snch min;stcrs, 
clrmands the serious attention of every compassionate hl'art, 
and every friend to our cause.· It is, therefore, the duty of 
our churches, for it is within their power, to aclnpt a pla11 
which will rdicvc them in this their time of extremity. 

Do n,it mistake me. sir; I am not a minister, and asking 
i:clicf for inyself, n'lr ha\·e I any relation to any that are ia • 
tfic ministry, any fartlwr than as a brother in Christ. Ilut 
the case is of high importancr, and I wish that my brethren 
throughout the Connection would enter into it. Sc·...-eral plam 
offer themselves to notice, as-contrihutions, according to the 
abilities of l'ach indi,·idual-public collections-a small uni­
form subscription. l\Lrny undoubtedly would have a number 
of objections to the two first; and perhaps the last is more 
likely to be attended with permanency and susce~s. We have 
live thousand nine h undrcd and eighty-eight members in our 
Connection: if each were to subscribe a halfp~nny per week, 
It would nmonnt to nearly six hundrtd and fifty pounds per 
annum. This, I think, would meet our present lkma".ds ; 
al)d would perhaps in time raise a funJ. Let a committee be 
appointed to manage the business; and let this committee 
receive n•gularly once a month from each church, the com­
p_Icmcnt of its members, leaving the churches to adopt. 
what method they ·mny think proper in collecting it, I ear-
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ncstly C'ntrent that my friends will take up the cause im,..,e. 
diatcly; and do what thl'y can towards comforting those whl) 
ha'"e spent thl'ir lives in promoting the happiness of others, 

l am, Sir, your's, &c. 
Jf'arwic!.:.Jhirc. EPSILON, 

To the EoITOl~ of the G. n. n. 
Sm, 

Yarinus are the c:-qwdients adoptC'd by worldly men, fo~ 
pro,1din:.; against casualties and accidl•nts. Among the number, 
110:11' ar,,mon' common than the e,tablishing of Benefit So­
cieties for the affor<iing out of the stuck, a weekly sum for the 
5llp]•ort of such of their members as may need rdicf. It ap• 
pears to me•, that they al'<' very lauclable undertakings; an<l a 
~tl'lking l'Xamplc of thl• truth of that sentence, uttered by our 
Lk,,ed Lord.-" The t•l,ildren of this world are, in their gene. 
r,ninn, wisl'r tl11rn the .cllildn·n of light. 

I liaw for some time hack bPen ruminating on this subject, 
undn the impression that mur.h good might be <lone, if a 
Hen<-f;t Socil'ty could be established, consisting wholly of 
sincere chri~tians, as far as man can judge, having the same 
p<'cuniary object in view as other. societies; added to one of 
intinite supHiority, namely, the building up the members in 
their most holy faith, by gospc:l consolations ; and giving 
suitable admonitions in the spirit of meekness and love. The 
value of these, no one can duly appreciate to a fellow creature, 
on a bed of languishing or of death. Jn addition to this, much 
spiritual advantage might arise to the carnal friends or ac• 
quaintance of the afflicted members, from the arguments th_at 
may be made use of on these occasions. These objects will 
likewise have the advantage of the prayers of the wh?le 
society, Loth individually and collectively; as every mrctmg 
of such a society would, of course, be opened and conclu<led 
by prayC'r. 

If the number of dissenters of one denomination, in any place, 
w.:re sufficiently large, it might be as well to confine such a 
society to onP. particular sect; but I see no great reason why 
dissenters of every n,i,me should not be admitted. In order to 
guard against the intrusion of any but sincere followers of the 
Lamb, l'Very candidate shoul<l be recommended by a membc~, 
.,,ho ~hould be able, in 5orne good degree, to answer for bis 
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ch11ractcr: an<l a proof of his Leing in communion with some 
church, mighL be co11sidcre<l as an essential qualification. ft 
might be a proper regulation also, that those points of rloctrine 
on which the members arc known to differ, ~houl<l never be 
introduced at any of their meetings; but that they should b~ 
conducted on the broad basis of christian charity. 

I am, Sir, your's sincerely, 
T. H.B. 

As we believe tlrnt socic>lics of the nature proposed by our 
correspondent, do 11lrca<ly exist, we _shoulrl c~teem it a fa.-our 
if any member of thcm would oblige us with an acc~nnt of 
their rise, principles, and success. Such an account might be 
useful to many uf our churci1es. Eonor... 

ON RIGHT L~SPOSITIONS AND CONDUCT IN' 
PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

. The public worship of God b~'ing so very important in 
itself, the occasions of it so freq1Jently recurring, and the 
consequences depending upon it of so ,erions a nat11n', it is 
hcped a few thoughts on this suhjcct will not be altogether 
useless. They shall be founded on Eccles. v. 1, 2, " Keep 
1hy foot '"hrn thou goest lo the house of God, anti be more 
ready to.hear tha11 to give the sacrifice of fools; for they con­
sider not that they do evil. Be not rash with thy moutb, and 
let not thine heart Lie hasty to utter any thing before God; 
for God is in heavi:n, and thou upon earth : thcrcfore let thy 
words be fc1v ." 

It is taken for granted, that every one who has a proper 
sense of his duty, R regard for Lhc honour ufGod, and a desire 
to prosper in his own soul, will be regular and consicntious in 
al~en_Jing on the pu~lic means of grace. Solomon supposes 
this in the passage JUH now repeated, and every christian 
lrtust allow the 11 u1h of it. Duty, gratitude, and interest 
c1mspirc to recommend so rca~onablc a practice; and the 
account we have of tlir character and experience uf the chil­
dren of Goel in past ages proves, that they felt the force of 
these po11{-rful con;;iduations. Hence we frrq11ently hear 
them spcakiug on this ,11sc. " Lord, J have loved ti,e habi­
tation of thy house, nnd the place 1rlierc thine honor d1rcllcth" 
••·IIow amiable arc thy tabernacks, 0 Lord of Jtosl~." " A 

T 
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day in. thy courts is b\'lkr than a thom&11tl." "i\ry soul 
tl111,tdh for God, for th\' living God ; whl'n shu11 I come nud 
.appear _before Go<lt' "Onl' thing have I desil'ed of the Loni, 
that will I seek after; that I may dw<'ll in the home-0f thu 
Lord, a II the days of ruy l1f<', tl• behold the beauty of tho 
Lord, and to cnqnil'c in his temple.''. If we hnYc thereforn 
Lut little relish for the exercises of the sanctuary; if we ca11 
habitually neglect them; OI' only join in them when it suits 
our indmation, convenience, or worl<lly interest; it is a Slll'0 
mark that s<Hncthing is materially amiss in us: our hearts 
cannot Le right i11 t11c sight of God, How far this is our 
case it behon's us seriously to enquire. Is there nu cause for 
h1miiintion an<l reformatiuu? Arc we so regulal' in uttendin.;, 
"rck-day eYcning lectures as we might br, and ought to beJ, 
11:i,·e \Ye-ahvays a lawful excuse-when we are absent? Ought; 
"e not to ,be more frequently at the house o1 God on a Lord':, .. -
day rn-01;ning? And: shol.lld ·we not en~eavuur to arrange· 
1:1,atters so as.to be present at all the public opportunities on,_ 
th,at sacre4 day l Would it not also be to our 0";11 credit nncl. 
ad·rantage, as well as the advantage of1JUJ' follow-,\van;h·ippers,,' 
werewe more punctual in observing thetime? - : - C:.r "r ,: 

Thes_e. are questions in which: we arc. nea..cly cQ.ncemed,·.and -'' 
,~·hich it would be well for us scrionsly and impar,tia!Jy, {011 

consider. We leave them with the reader, and proceed to .tlie 
advices or ~lircctions which the;, wi~e man gives us -resp&ting/1 

ou-r o"'n -couduct in the house of God. The first is a gcnerah 
d-irection, applicable to all -the parts of· public worsliip.,'1 
The second refrrs pai1ic11la-rly • to the hearing of the word;,., 
The re.st to prayer. l,n this order let us brictly con~idcr thC'm. -

-The first which presents .it~elf is, " Kel'p thy foot." Tho 
term foot in t-be sacred ,criptu.res frequently means thoughts, 
inclinations, affections, or actions. See Pba. xxxvi. 11. cxvi. 
59. Ephes. vi. 15. So we may understand it here. Some 1hi11.k 
that the phrase refrrs to the command given to Moses, Exod, 
j ii. 5. u Put thy s-l1ocs from off t~:Y feet, for the place wl1crcoo 
thou standest 1s hoiy groun<l; and,, su1~po&e Solomon 10 

n•commcnd by it seriousn<ES a11d .r~vcr(lnce in our approach 
tu God. Perhaps the follo11-ing pnraphra8e ,vill convey the 
rneanino and design of the author. f' When thou goest to the 
houS<',(Jf God, consider well the b);J.,ine~ which is before tln•e, 
cndea\'our to have thy mind possc5sC\l, w•ith a proper ~cnse: of 
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i[~ importance, enter npon it with becoming sr·ri,,u1<nf's~ and 
reverence, l11bour to be wholly illtc·nt upon it, and ga;ml 
11gain:;t all w1111<lcri11g thon~hts :tncl roving affrction,, whilst 
thou art e11gag1•<l in it." Tlic propriety of such aD aclmonition 
is cviucccl 1,y multitudes in cvl'ry wurshiping a,'lembly. IIow 
many rush into the prc·s1·nrc of Goel, like th1· horse into the 
battle! How many go to his house merely from custom or 
habit, and with no other view than to sec and be scc·n, to pass 
away a dull hour, to criticis<', to be furnished with l1cad 
knowledge, to oblige their friends, to quiet their cunscicncc~, 
or to promote their w,,r,lly intcrc8ts ! And cvrn in those 
whose motives arc good, there is not al ways that abstraction 
of mind, seriousness of spirit, an<l stcaclinc.,s of attention, 
which the nature, the end, and the object of public wor,hip 
demand. It should be rcmc111h,·rcd ho11·rycr, that tbe GoJ 
with whom we he'.vc to <lo, is " God of liods, and Lord of 
Lords, a mighty God an,l a tcrrib!P, thrit regar<letli not µc·1·­
!0lls, nor taketh reward." Dcut. x. 17. He rcquireth truth 
in the inward parts, and hath expressly said, " I \\1ll lie 
!anctified in them that come nigh me." We must, thcrcfor(', 
serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with tremllling; and, 
whenever we come before him, be concerned to worship liim 
in the beauty of holiness. 

The second advice of the wise man refers particularfy to 
the bearing of the word. " Be more ready to hear than to 
give the sacrifice of fools." This is necessary, whether the 
word be read or preached, It is a peculiar privilege which 
we, who live under the gospel dispensation, enjoy, that we 
are not only favoured with the written word of God to which 
we can have recour.se whenever we please, but we have 'a 
fltanding OJ"der of men whose proper business it is to preach it 
to the worlrl. Their duty is " to be instant in season and 
out of season." The object of their office is " to turn sinners 
from darkness to light, anti froin the power of Satan unto 
~od, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and an inhe­
ritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in 
Christ." Thl•ir commission they dcril'e immediately from 
Jesus Christ, Whenever they stand up, it is in his name and 
by his authority, Luke xxiv. 47, Mark. xvi. JS, 10: and 
whatever they speak according to the oracles of God, it is as 
Much ·our duty to regard as if he himself had spoken it in 
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person. '2 Cor. v. 20. l\falt. x. 40. 011 th<'~e ncco1111l, we 
~houl.! be ~e:1_dy to hear them. It i5 ti'IIC' thl'y nrc fallible 
n~rn: but 1t 1s hoped they will uh,ays make it thl'ir sincrre 
111m. to prl'ach the truth:. an<l none of tlwm surrly ~1·'1J. be 
11m,illmg that \IC sht>uld, hkc 'the lkrc:rns, search thc'ecrip­
!ur'.·s; that wr may kn_o\Y how far thcy do prcat'h the truth, 
1 his, no doubt, they will frcqut•ntly rrcomme11d. 

Thi~ rcaclincss tc> hcar 1'l'quircs tlint we cruar<l anainst every 
llling which ha• n tcn,lcnry to pren·nt or l,~sscn ou~ atlcnlion 
t>ithC'r before or during the time of puulic worship: as, ~ 
}ll'up,,nsity to ~ke}), excl'~s of food, strung drink, drowsy 
:.,os:url's of the body, sitting up late the previous night, or 
want of clut' _prcparation for the exercises ,if the sanduaiy: 
that 'l'C lay aside all worldly thought~, and rvery thing which 
is not immediatt>ly conne~tf'd with the work bcf~rc us, and 
that we keep up our attenuon tu the cm] of the service. 

This rradinrss to hrar must further be extended to all th« 
par1s of the word of God, both doctrinal and practical, not 
tifrpt;;;g those which nrc most contrary or disagrec11blc to 
lksh and blood: for instance, such as tell us that we ar,e 
guilty and dl'pravcd . creatures, under· the condemnation of 
God's righteous law, on account llf sin, and obnoxious to e,'er• 
·lasting misery; 1hat we cannot escape this misery of ourselves; 
that Christ alone can deliver us from it; and that he will 
deli\'er noue, but such as actually come unto him for tQat 
purpose. So likewise when we are commanded to .confess 
Jesus Christ openly, to be·baptized in his name, to d~ny (iur• 
schcs, to l<•\·e our C'nemies, to do good to them that hate us, 
10 cut nff a right hand, and pluck out a right eye, that w.a 
niay cntcr into the kingdom of heaven, &c. &c. 

\\'e must also hear with a design to practise. This is the 
meaning of the ,".;.or'<l bear in many parts of tb~ sacred writing,, 
J>ro,·. viii. 34. John viii. 47, x. 27; and so 1t must be under• 
stu,,<l here. Indeed, without this practical regard to the \TOrd 
of Goci, it is in vain to prrnch, and in vain to hear. We 
sball nf'ithcr pl,·ase God, nor profit oursclv~s, but the reverse. 
" Not every ut10.: that s:iith unto me,. Lord, lord, sb~ll enter 
into the kingdom of bl'aven, but be thi-.t dot/& the-w.111 uf my 
father which is ii1 heaven." " Blessed arc th~y that hear the 

• wor<l e;f God and keep it." " If ye know these things, hap.PY 
are ye, if >e • do them." " He that kno1Tcth his Lor<l•s· 11'111, 
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llncl doctl,, it not, shall be beaten with many stripes.» In 
or<lcr, thcrl'forc, that we may be doers of the word, an<l ndt 
l\<'arers only, deceiving our ownsclves, _we should remembef' 
what we· h~ar, take the earliest opportunity to ex"amine oµr­
selve~ by it, and charge our consciences with the observance 
of it, whatever may be the consequences of sucb observauce. 

Now without this readiness to hear, which we have been 
epcleavouring t(;) explain and rl'commend, we shall be in 
danger of giving the sacrifice of fools, and comequently do 
evil in the sight of Go<l. This was the case with some in 
Ezckiel's day, as may be seen, Ezek. xxxiii. 31, 32, Would 
to God it was not so common in our day ! Let us not, how­
ever, deceive ourselves. ~pecious appearancE'S and empty 
forms will never pass with the Almighty for sterling devotion. 
Jn vain Jo ,~·e wo,:ship him, if our hearts be going after our 
covetousness, or if we be not sincerely disposed both to know 
and to· do his will. Such persons, whether they consider it or 
not, are g:uilty of mocking and insulting tlie Majesty of 
heaven, .and, instead of expecting a blessing, have greater 
ca1.1se to expect a curse from Him, who is of purer eyes tfwn 
tq bd11:ld _in}q1;1ity, The ,sacrifice of f<JOls is an abomination 
to the Lord. _ , 
- rr TIO\\' o.nly rcma.i'ns, that we con_sider the advices or cau­
tions ,which Sol9mon gives respecting prayer. Tliey are-the 
follµwi_ng: _" Be not-rash with tby mou1h, let not thine hsart 
be hasty to ut~t;r any thiqg before ~qd, am! let thy worih" be 
fe,v." Thcy convey an important lesson' to the worshi'ppirs of 
God in general, and rqinistei-s,as w<!lJ as pri~-ate cl:iristi_an~ may 
learn s~me_thing {rom tlic1n; f~T:\he'i·cgulation of'their -public 
and pt1va!E! devotions. -, . • • -

" Be npt rash with thy mo~t~,'.'" As if he ha<l said, '' Ile 
cautious and_ con~iderate in -~n thy approaches to the Divine 
Bring. Let not thy tongue uutrun thy thoughts. Wt'igh~,-cll 
thy errand to the throne of, g'race, and utter riothiug that thou 
wilt hav~, c:a1,1se_ to rrpent of afterwards." This caution is 
particularly necessary in all gur vows, promises, proft!ssions, 
and appeals, and is not -to be forgotten in ou1· confessions, 
petitions, and thanksgivings. Without some such care as this, 
we shal,l be in danger of uttering before God, things which 
are not true ur proper; of asking for things which "e have 
no authority to expect,;- or of making promises and' \"11\VS 
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11-hidi arc either improper, impru1lrnt, or ·impoasiblu, to -b• 
lulfilk,\ : and thus wc.slu~\I be 11n1u·cll by thp. words, 0£ our 
Jnouth. We have a,rC'OHukahll~ instnn,e of. this in thc,casc,of 
Jq11hah. W hC'll be wa;; going .to .the sl.i11ghtcr o{ the Ammo~, 
11ites, he vowed a v,,w, that if God would, make him suc­
tcs~fu\ against his cne1:11i<'s, and bring him back to his home iu, 
peace, he would i;acrifice whatever should come first out of 
the doors of his. house lo meet him. This proved lo be his 
daughter, and only child; und it is expressly snid, •' He did 
\into her according to his vow." St'e Judges xi. 30-40,, 
J.Joreo\er, 1his rashness is inconsistent with that rcvercnca 
Y,hich ought lo run through all our immediate addresses to 
the divine, l\lajc~ty; and, to say the best of it, will kad us. 
into lb€ guilt of di-awing near to him with our lips, while onr 
hearts will be far from him. Whereas they,that would worship 
th~ Father accfptably, must\lo.rship him in spirit and in truth, 
Prayer mu~t be dictated by the heart, and ari~c out of·ouc 
vrcscnt circumstances, if we would h<Lve it to be availing. , It 
,.~ uulcl Le well, therefore, if, previous to our going to th~ 
throne of grace, we were lo spend a little time in copsideriug 
our wants, and proposing to ourselves such questions as these; 
Wb;,.t arc my sins? \'."hat are my duties i What nre my,<lif• 
ficultics? What are my temptations, weoknesse$, prppen­
~;ti<'s, clangers, &c.? We ~hould thus come ta tha altar of 
God with our hearts full ; and prayer would be both .an easy, 
rleligbtful, aud profitable wqrk. The same advice miiht be. 
t;inn to s11ch as lead the eevotions of others. Let them study 
the ca.scs of those with whom or (or whom they praj', iu order 
that tlu'ir prayers may be interesting and useful.-

But it is not enough that what we utter come from the heart. 
·::1 must come from a ~omposed an<l deliberate bear~. Let not, 
thine hl'art be hasty to utter any thing before God. In tht; 
warmth of our <le~·otions we may be someti[1'es drawn into an 
errur in this respect, and led to ~ay things which cool reflec• 
tion will not justify, nn<l thereby bring gu.ilt upon our souls. 
ln the heat of passil,u too, or under the pressure of affliction, 
therl) is scme danger lest our h.carts .should be basty, and 
transgrus tbe b0unds of decencr,, truth, and propl'i<:ty, as, 
-5ome good men have done. Isaiah xxxi. 21, C:llvi.l l, Joh, 
xriii, 21. xx. 14, JS. That we may not err i11 either of ithcsc 
-mfeCLf, we lllUtit .rcm~lll:btr t~a~ '' !iod.iJ,ijl ~v~n.'.~v.lk 
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tnlull notice ,of ,avery ·thi-ng we! $rty a,nil do1 ancl '"'m admit ho 
cva&i0ns·orLo,c,cuses in1 the perfotrhittite·or·our duty, or the 
fulfiUmcntM our engagements'. , He' Is great, ·arrd t1<>t to be 
trilled ,with : ,he• is true1 and requireth. ~incerity: he is a: God 
of Providence, and will take tare of·l1i8 'children; so th,it 
Lhey may safely ll'ave thermelves in hi~ hands. 

We ought also to recollect that " we are on earth,'' totally 
incapable of understanding thll plang br fathoming the counsel! 
of the All-wise Governor of the Universe, We should, there­
fore,• approach Him with a deep sense of our ign,,rance; 
and offer up our requests with a humble deference to hi!i 
divine ,will. We ought to cherish the persuasion that he know! 
infinitely better than we what ought lo be dune, and that the 
Judge of all the earth will do right. This would keep us, at 
an awful distance from presuming to dictate to the Almighty; 
and enable us to say, with perfect acquiescense of sour, 
" Not my will, but thine be clone," 

,Lastly,. ou1· prayers must not be too long. " Let thy words 
be-few." ." When ye pray," says our Lord, " use sot vain 
repetitions,,· as the heathen do: for they think that thry shall 
be hea1:d<-for-•theinnuch speaking. Be not ye therefore like 
unto them~· For your heavenly Father kno"eth wuat thing5 
ye have nred.of"before ye ask him." Our wants and desires 
may so,,nr,fae, expressed, and there is no need of repeating 
them over and over again, as if we were talking to men like 
ourselves .. Jt, betrays a trifling and careless spirit, low and 
unworthy thoughts of God, • and is altogether inconsi'stent 
with his.greatness, and our comparative meanness. For Goel 
is in heaven, but we on the earth. The1e is an infinite di5-
parity between him and us. He is eternal, unchangeable, 
holy, ·glorious, and almighty;- the ·Creator, Prest:rver, and 
Upholder of all things; worshipped by myriads of happy 
spirits in heaven, who Vl•il their faces with their wings when, 
they approach before hjm. But" we are on the earth." We 
dwell in tabernacles of clay, and our foundation is in the 
dust. Wo are not only mean, but guilty; and instead of 
meriting,_any favour, deserve to be everlastingly exclmkd 
from h,is prcsepce, • It behoves us thl'refore to approach him 
with the -grcmtest humility and self-abasement, under a sens1t 
of out .. helplei:sness and misery, without an interest in his !01e, 
consciou11of ilc awful diffc1·cncc between hiru and us, and ::in• 



CTrC'ly dC'Eirou~ to honour him, and take 5hamc 1into oursrJ,,<'·s;' 
" lk not ra~h tht•n w11h thy mouth, uutl ld not thine hl'art be' 
hasty tn utter any thing before God. For Gori is iu hq1~·cn•,_I 
and thou upun carlh; therefore lcL thy worqs be few, 

GNAUIM, 

To the EDll'OR of the G. B. R. 
DF,AR Sm, 

Your worthy corrc-spondi-nt, who subscribes him~elf &1 

" Fric·nd to Sunday Schools," has, in your last number,: 
prC'~rnted yonr readC'rS • with some remarks on the mannei' :of 
cnndu_ctin~ th?sc -invaluable institutions. I entirf'ly agree with· 
•him, 111 thmk1ng, that the communication of religious know• 
ledge, and the form:!.tion ,1f ~irtuoli~·aud- piuus habits, att: tho' 
·rrime objects to be kept in· view, by the ,vonhy, and disin-· 
tere,;tcd managers of these Schools; But I· am not fully con­
vint'cd, that the teaching poor children to read merely; sup• 

•posing they could be tuught by no other means, ,vould notl 
'j:i.tslify the application, to thi~ purposr, of a considerable 
'Portion of time, evt"n on the Lord's day; especia]Jy as, it 
applies to some, who are l'mployed as teachers. Your car~ 
respondt1nt would, I think, have laid us under additional 
c:,bligations, had he favourPd us with what might appear to 
him the best means of imparting religious instru_ction ,to 
sunday st·holars. llu1, perhaps be .bas done this,- i,r advisi~g 
the teacher5, " to explain to' their· pupils, the nature,; prp­
piPt,Y, and importance of public worship ;,then to'lead. the}Il 
ro the House of God; at all proper services;'' I supp,ns~ ·he· 
means all public services, •! Afterwards to enquire: what· they 
recollect and teach thdn to practise sc.>lf0 application/' N_o\\', 
Sir, though I should be sorry to drop a word that might even 
seem to militate against, or depreciate public worship-; y~t I 
cannot consider that, aa the most. efficacious mt-thod of un• 
partint': a knowledge of the doctrines an-d duties of religion to 
children. It is, in the first place, extremely difficult 10 k~ep 
up their attention to what i~ said; for they rt"gard the,b!nng 
consigned to motionless inactivity and dead silence, f6r an 
liour an,i half, or two hours, as a species of imprisonment, 
rather thau a means of receiving information. Ancl it is but fl 
.email part only of what is delivered from the pulpit, that Js· 
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llrlaptccl to thrir comprehension. Much of the prrachrr', 
language, anrl still more of his ideas, are, it may safely be 
itffirmcd, quite u_nintelligiblc to children. They arc not, I 
conceive, vrry likely lo recollect what thrcy do not understand; 
and still less likely to npply it. If you, Mr. Editor, inmad 
uf your prcst·nt mode uf instruction, wrre !() colll'ct your 
pupils together, at slated times, and lrcture th1:m on the several 
suujects of Arithmetic, Grammar, Geography, &c. I be­
lieve you would soon be convinced of the incompetency of 
the. plan; and I confess, so far as it resp•'.cts teaching the 
·theory, I can see no essenti?-l difforcncc-, bl:twccn religion and 
any other sciences. It i~ however certainly desirable, that the 
children in •sunday schools, should occasionally altt-nd 
public WQrship; and that the reasous for that attendance 
should be explained to them: but if nothing more he rlooe, I 
am persuaded their progrer.s will be exceedingly slow. 

I cannot say that I am more fri<.'l1dly to the catt!chetical 
mode. It is one thing to commit to memory a number of 
auswers, adapted to as many questions, and to recite them 
when called upon; and another, to under~tand tbe subjects 
of which they treat. I believe, Sir, the former, in o. great 
-majority of instan,es, is-all that is actually ell'ected. To see 
.a boy of twelve :years of age, stand up before a large congre­
gation, and hoa1r him deliver a complete body of ·divinity, 
.and gravely assert his belief of the Y(bole, op.e is ready !O 
enquire, ,Does he understand it? If he do, he must hav·e 
reflected on the subject&, weighed the evidence for and against 
each propositi~n. Now one can scarcely believe that the 
mind of the boy has been exercised in this way upon tbe 
-different parts of his catechism : and if jt -have not, in some 

. degree at,least, dol!S he not give an incorrect &pecin1en of his 
progrrss in that branch of knowlt-dge? As a test by which 
to try a pupil's proficiency, let him be.required to give his own 
ideas of the subjec~ in bis own words. If he undertand it, 
he will be able to give, at least, some account of it: but if 
he have collected no ideas from what he has been taught to 
recite, he will of course be able tu express none: which I 
fear in many instances, will be found tu be the case. 

I trust, Sir, you will girn me cr<'dit for the as~1'rtion; that 
I have not been induced tu make the above remarks, fur the 
purpose of gratifying a cnptious tclllpcr; but from u comic• 



ti,,n, that 1hc p1nm or religious in,lructinn, at prc•~"nt :11lq1fr(t 
Ill n1r111y or our ~unday schoob, arc ina<l<'quule l<1 thr oLjl'Ct 
in ,·ic,1· : ancl that your worthy corrrspondcnt above ulluclccl 
tn, 0r ~ome other indiYi<lunl compct,•nt lo the tusk, may step 
forward, and fa\'our us with some rl'murks on the subject; 
"hich may lay thC' foundation of n real i111provement in this 
imporl::mt branch of sunday school educa1ion. In doin~ 
tbi~, he wotJld, I cloubt not, oblige many. and mo5t certainly, 
no vne mure, than your\, rcsp<'ctfully, 

PHILO, 

To the EDITOll of the G. B. R. 
DEAR SrR, 

It is, by serious person,;, universally e.dmitted, that th-e 
lllticc of pustor is e. Y~ry important one ; .and that to all who 
sustain it, there attaches a mo~t awful responsibility., It is 
also a very general opinion, that public preaching, co-p,pre­
l1cnds only e. part of a minister's duty. If some senior' 
brother, who sustains the pastoral office, woulcl, through the 
mediul:ll of the G. B. R. lay before -his younger fellow­
labourers. some account of those chities whieh devolve upon 
a pastor, over ancl above his pulpit labours; he would, I 
think. confer a favour upon many of our 'younger preache~ 
and especially upon your's, sincerely, 

To the EDITOR of the G. B. R. 
SIR, . 

.At page 266 of the 4-th vol; of G. B. R. is a qucstion,'whicl1 
tl1ough not of equal importance with many that fill your 
pages, yet may deserve some attention, It runs thus. "Is 
there not a propriety. at least, in my burying my dead in the 
church yarc..ls belonging to the establishmrnt where my parent• 
arc Luried, notwithstanding l am a Dissrntcr l" • • 

1l cannot Le disputed; but that a burying place is generally 
an advantage to the nt~ighbourhood ll,n<l to the church with 
"hich it is conncct,:-cl, Men in general respect the place of 
tll('ir fathers' sepulchre5, The most profligate and can Jes■, 
wil I appc>ar in a congrc·gntion o_ncc or twice after a-:nea11 rda•. 
tion has Lt:eu uuri<.:<l then·. Now and thrn it lw.ppoot;. thlll: 
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•nc of this character continues (o go tlicre, begins to approve 
of the, place, the miniSt<'r, and the doctrines taught there; and 
the rffi·cts arr, in some instance,, fwnorable anrl happy f,,r the 
individual, for his family, for the chnrch, and for the neigh• 
bourhoud. Now your corrrspundcnt is a Dissenter, and W() 

take it for granted, that he is an honest one: as such, he 
believes the party to which he attaches him,elf, to be tne­
nrare~t of all othrr drnominations, to the standard 0f the New· 
Tcstamc1i't; and is c(•nvinc'l•tl, that the cause of truth, anrl the­
good of his follow creatures, arn closely connected with it1t 
prevalence. He will therefore feel it proper Lo take cvcry 
lawful mc,tho1l to _encourage and ;lrcngthcn it: and, as burying 
his dead in the ground connected with his own )'arty, is ob­
Yiou~ly o_ne of thrsc methods, he will feel there is prop_ricty i11 
ad'opting it. The .~an·less ·and. inattentive among bi~ own 
relations· will naturally lie near his heart; and he will find a 
pa,:ti<;ular satisfacti~n in bringing them by this means, to hrar 
t~e truth; Th~' possibility that this opportunity may be 
hlc~,;c-d to the spi, itual advantage of those that are dear to 
hili1_ by the ti!'S,of 'nattire_,will, in_ h~s apprehension, beightc-n 
proprib'ty in,.to'~uiy; lie wiH ~te,em himself LiounJ. Lo_ adopt 
a ~Ci1iclucl tl(aJ iti~y. Jl.nilc,r .the d,ivii;ie _blcssi1,g, bo attended -
with such_hajlj_\y ~(frets. • .- .. 

lfhe prilcticcfofall' denominations of professors, evinces that 
the ab.?.V-~ pi:jnciples are acknoivle<lgcd, in common cases, by 
mankilfcJ- lh large. Circumstances indeed may occur, in "bicl1 
th<'re_may be a progrirfy~and. perhaps a duty, il;l the contrnry 
practice. The people -tu· whom a man belong~; may _pcrh.fp11 
have no burying ground; or it may be at~ \·ery, gr<;at distan,e 
from his habitation; 'or 'the deceased might_ha,·e desi'red to be . 
interred at l!omc other place.· In these, ahd 'i;trtli like cases, :1 

Dissenter is not only exci.1sable, but la#dablc _ in ·de\'iating; 
but, in general, prupriety requires tlia..t every person bury his 
dead in the ground belonging to 'his own place. 

The above principles, if j'ti~t~ apply eqi.ially to the burying 
grounds belonging to oth,cr dc•hof!ilnations of Dissenters, as to 
the church-yards' belonging to the establi~hment. The 
question might, indeed, ,vith greater propriety, have been ex, 
pressed in more ·ueneral tl!fms;'' ., . 

If these remarks merit insertion, I may, prrhaps, at some 
future time, sond you a fow observations 011 the second 
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q·urstion, rcspl'cting joining in the funeral SCl'Vice 1tppointc\ 
in the Common Prayer Dook. In the mean time, I remain, 

Yuur's, cordially, 
EnonACENSl!i. 

TUOl.iGIITS ON TIIE PROPER MoDE OF CONDUCTINOCuunc11 

l\1F.ETlNOS, AND MEETINGS OF DISCil'LINE. 

To the E.DITOD. of the G. n. n. 
Srn, 

As you insrrtc<l my remarks on the importance of tl1e 
members of churches. regularly attending church meetings, I 
now send you a few hmts, on the best methods of conducting 
those ml'cting,s ; so as to secure a good attendance, and 
promote edification. After some consid<·ration on the subject, 
I do not know that [ can better convey my meaning, than in 
a few explanatory and applicalory observations on those four 
exhortations, addrcssrd by the apostle Paul to the church at 
Corinth, "liich have sometimEs bem callrd the four great 
c-anons of christian ,li,ciplinc, Lrt all things be done-to the 
glory of God-to ed1(ying-dccently and in order- and with 
charity, or love. • 

The first canon is, " Do, all tlii11gs to tlic glory of God." 
l Cor. x. 31. This is our duty at all times; but cspeci'ally 
,o when we are transacting rhc sacred things relating to the 
church of God, and the inten•st of the Reckemcr on earth. 
To <lo any tl1ing to the glory of God, implic~ that our design 
in what \\'C do is to advance his glory, and promote his honor; 
and that we arc careful to a,Iopt no measurr, perfonn no 
acriun, or couatenance any proceeding, which docs not appear 
to us adapted to accomplish this purpose. It is a mournful 
fact; but those who have the best acquaintance with meetings 
of this n:1ture \\';11 allow it is a fact, that sometimes members 
of clrnrchrs have other ends in view, in their proceedings at 
cliurc!i meetings, than simply to promote the glory of God: 
some JJrofit or honour to secure to themselves or fri1:nd,; some 
Khcme of their own to carry ; some wish of their own to 
gratify; or some secret purpose to answer. It is not meant 
that thtsc prrsons arc always conscious of their own designs. 
!:iclf may reprcsellt the vindication of my own character, the 
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JC'Complisl11ne11t of my own wishes, or the carry;ng: on of my 
,_,1,·n plans, tu 1,e so important and so essential, as to make me 
suppose the glory of God is muteriallv concerned in my sue• 
ccss. Sometimes loo my attachment to a person or a party 
may lead me to identify them with the cause of religion; and 
to imagine, thal I am zealous fur the_glory of Guel, whf'n the 
great Searcher of hearts sel's, that a proud or an affectionate­
desire for the success of my~elf or friends, inspires my exertion~. 
We should_ therrfore be jealous of our own hearts, lest, while­
we arc professing to honour the Lord, we arc giving that 
honour to another, which is due tu him alone. 

The second ar,ostoli'1 rule is, Let all things be done t~ 
i!dif'ying. 1 Cor. xiv. 26. To edify is to hnil<l up. It sig­
nilies the disposing th,e materials of a building in such order, 
1111d the connecting of them in such a manner, as will best 
proaotc the strength, convenience and beauty of the edifier, 
When npplied to the transactions of a church, it suggc-sts the 
idc·a of so conducting the various concerns that relate to it "-9, 
i11 the most clfrctual manner, to promote its peace, holinC';s 
and prosperity. The church of God is frequentTy represented 
as a building; the members of it 11s the stom•s of which it i~ 
composed ; ancl those who manage its affairs as builders. 
Eph. i1. 19, 22. I Pet. ii. 5. 1 Cor. iii. 9. Nor i~ thi~ con­
fined t~ mi,nisters alqne. Paul say~ I hat wom!:n laboured witlt 
liim _in the gospel, Phil. ii•. 3: .~ncl e~horts the members oi 
the church at ThessJlonica to edify onl! another. I The,. 
v. ~. Now in order that a building may be properly con­
srructcd, it is requisite', that the stones be of a proper kind; 
that they be fitted for their resptctive situations and uses; th::i.t 
they .be fixed in their proper stations; and that "they be pre­
-served from changing their place, and falling out of the 
edifice. It would be easy to apply these particulars to the 
conducting of church me1:tings; and the application would be 
interesting and instructive. But we only observe in brief. 
The great dPsign of those who attend these meetings o_ught to 
be, to keep the sacred edifice in due rC'pair; to enlarge it witlt 
additional materials; to rectify those stones that may b~ 
irregularly placed; .ancl to remove such as are become unfit to 
support the ~tructurr. In doing this, the strengtheni11g, en• 
larging, an<l beautifying of the buil<ling,'should always be thl' 
principal object of cvrry measure, That is, to drop the 

u 
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mrtaphor, in ::111 the transactions of n rhurch, a single ~ye 
~hould cnn~ta;itly be kl')>l to th,, pr<'Sl'n-i11g the harmony, 
promoting the holinrss, ennca~ing the groce~, an<l l'nlarging 
thr nnnill!'rs of the society. Grrat care ought, lherl'forr, to be 
takL•11, and the probable dkcts of l'Vl'ry sll'p be \\'C'II WC'ighcd, 
The firq 1'1l<]llit·y ·crrtamly ought to be, Is the mcasu1·e 
1·igl1t? b it required by the word of God I lfthis is clear, it 
:iwconws onr duty to adopt it, and lo leave the consequences to 
Him who has commanded it. But, ir the evident effect ofany 
proposed mea~urc wiH be to prevent ·the prosperity of the 
cau~r, or lo interupt the peace of the church, we ought to 
11ause beforr we adopt it. God is n God .of or<ler, not of con­
fmion; aocl there is cansc to fear, that \\'C have misunderstood 
liis precepts, if they tend to produce confusion, 

The third apostolical canon for the ~uicle of our proceeding! 
is, Let all things be dtme decently, a11d·in order. I Cor. xiv. 40. 
'Ibis is an rxct·llent r-ulc in all the concC'fns of life; and never 
fails to r,romotc the honour and advantage of all that' attend 
to it. Ilut it is more especially necessary to be observed in 
,('\·cry thing connect<'d ,,·ith· religion. Decrncy is ·of extc-nsi',;c 
application, and includes many important considerations, We 
~hall ju5t state the leading ideas. • _ 

This rule requires, • .that the important affairs which are 
transacted at church meetings, should be attended to delibe. 
ratel!f without precipitation. " Lay hands suddenly on no 
man," is a sacred direction, the' spirit of whic_h ought to 0pe• 
rate on all church business. The prudent advice of .the 
Ephesian magistrat!', " Do nothing rashly;" is of the first 
importance. We seldom are able t') ·see all sides of a subject 
a.t once. The most conscient.io•Js and most intelligent may .he 
Jed to form wrong conclusiun5, if he determine without taking 
pains to investigat!'. When those important concerns, on 
•which the prosperity of the church, and the success of the 
cause of the blessed Redeemer depend, are to be decided,·it 
becomes those who wish well to the interests of religion, to be 
.cautious, and deliberate well before they ·venture to cunclude, 
Nor should they forget earnestly to serk illum~nation from 
tlie 1-'a.ther of Ught, that .they may he ahle to give prudent 
cou11sel. 

Decency is opposed to lieat and passion: and rNJuires tl!at 
all the concerns of .the church should be attended to wa.b. 
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r11l11111rs~. Some p<'rsom arc of ~uch a pr•,ud /icry lli9po5itionF 
that if their Rll).!gl·stions be slighll'il, thc-ir proposal., objcctl'd 
to, or their views 01,poi:rd, tl,ey immediately fl'el affronted; 
suppose s0111c disrespect is shcwn lo them ; anti gin: way lo 
n·sc1Unwnt an,rl anger. N,,w thi~ is at once unrcasonabl(', 
irnprnc.lcnr, an<l in<lccent, Unreasonable, because every oth<'r 
member prr·sent has as 1r1uch right to suga;c~t, propose, and 
n·commcnd any measure as he ha,; and therefore might a~ 
justly be angry \\'ilh him for daring to deliver his S('ntimcnts, 
as he is with the other. Ancl it ou;_;ht always to he kept 1n 
in mind, that the great object of their d('libcration is tu 
promote the glory of Goel, and' n.it to please themsclvc~. 
El'ery proposal, therefore, from whomsoever it may proceed, 
ought calmly to be consic.lcrec.l, and that, which on clue ex­
amination, appears I.Jest adapted tD promote his glt,ry, ought 
to be cordially accepted, Passion is impr:udmt, because it 
prevents a man from Jo\ng justice to his own Yiews. A person. 
under its influence, can Heither explaia his meaning, nor 
enforce his proposals with that clearne,s and effect, which he 
might: if his mind_ we1·e in an unrnffh:<l sta~e. And it is very 
indecent, iu c.lil!ine and sacred matters, to let our pas~ions 
interfere and. disturb .that solemn re~anl to the will o_f. God> 
which ought to distinguish these .. proceedings. "Take my 
ynke, upon y0u, .. and learn of me;", says the blessed Jesus, 
"for I am meek i!nd !01vly in. heart." Matt. xi. 29. "A meek 
and quiet spirit, jn: the sight of 9od is of great price.'' 
1 Pet. iii. 4-. Saints are exhorted to put away from them ll,11 
bitterness, , and wrath, and ,anger, .and clamour, and evil­
speaking, and all malice." Now if._the&c precepts ought to regu­
late the general conduct of the followers of Jesus, surely they 
deserve especial rP-gard, when they meet to transact the im- , 
portant concerns of his church. Then they ought in peculiar 
manher, "to study to be quiet;" "to follow_ after the things 
that make for peace;" and '' to be ready to submit themselves 
one to another in the fear of God.'' How pleasant to behol<l. 
a number of Christians met together, under the influence of 
these friendly precepts; hut how painful! how indecent, to 
0 lisc'rvc a contrary conduct1 instigated by an opposite spirit! 
• Decency requires that the business of these meetings b~ 
transacted impa1·tially. No one ought to be t-rcatcd differently 
frqm unothur. EYery member should be allvwed an equal 



BDlFTINA lt!ETIIODS 

opportunity of dcliwring his thonghts; c'vwy opinioh sl1oulfl 
bl' listrnrd to with candour and attl'nlion. That 5okmn 
,-liargC' of tlil' apmtk to Timl'thy, ought to n·gulute the con• 
cluct_ "f :ill who have any inllul'nCc in conclucting church 
nwclrngs. •• I charge thee, b<'!iirr. God :i.nd the Lord .frsus 
Christ, ,111d the l'kct angcb, tlrnt thou obSl'fVC these things, 
"11lwut prdcnng one bl•fure another; doing nothing by par• 
t1ality." I Tim .. v. '21. It is indecent to st•e the opinion e;f 
.inc ml'mbcr respccted, that of another slighted; the com­
r,laints of one att('ndcd to, of anothl'r clisregardecl; the wan­
tll'rinp of one excusrd, of another magnified. These things 
•ught not so to be. 

D,·ccncy requires that the businrss of church mc-etings be 
eonductcd seriously, without levity. When we reflect on the 
"tast importance, the awful n:iture, and rn!rlasting effects of 
the concl'rns of a church of Christ, one would suppose, thae 
h "'culd be neeclless to mention scriou;,nrss as requisite in the 
tran,acting thrm. Whoever proprrly considers, that the glory 
of God, the salvation of men, an<l the happiness of society, so 
greatly deprnd on these transactions, will, when engaged in them, 
feel no inclination to be light or trifling. And yet, through 
1unt of thought, through ba<l habits, it too often happens thal 
:scenrs of :evity occur on these occasions, which, however they 
may diwrt the thoughtless, and raise a laugb in the ignoraut, 
cause pain ancl sorrow in the pious and reflecting .friend of 
religion. A mini3lcr should shew himself a pattern of gravity: 
the children of ministers ought to be in subjection with all 
l!ra,·ity; deacons ought to be grave, and their wives grave, 
'lit us ii. 7. Tim. iii. 4. S. I I. If tLrn gravity ought to be the 
chara-ctrristic of those leackrs, in their general conduct, surely 
it bccomrs tbrm, wbrn actually rngaged in deliberating on the 
~!fairs of the church of God. If foolish talking and jesting be 
inconvenient, on common occasions, surdy they are highly 
indecent ,1·hen the SPrvants of Christ arc engaged in the most 
iserious concerns of their Lor<l's kingdom on earth. Eph. v. 4, 

Lastly. Decency requires that great delicacy should be 
~xcrcised in meetings of this na1un1, especially when tht 
(·hurch l1as to consider the character and conduct of·can· 
didatcs or llll'mbcrs. It is as incll'cent as it is cruel, to exp0 s• 
the circumstances of tlil' failings or the crimes of any person 
\\ithuut m·ecs~ity, ur ~my farther than ncces~ity rcquirc!i 
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Thi! is Rn important rcma,·k. Inattention to it has done 
incalculo.ble mrschirf, both to churches, families, and indivi­
duals. Sympathy, to an erring brother, would prevent 11$ 

from giving him unnecessary pain, by a needless rqwtition of 
)11s failings. Justice drmancls, that while we arc endeavouring 
to preserve the purity of the church, we should be careful not 
to i11jurc the character of any one in the world, or destroy his 
temporal comforts. Jn short, tbe r,cver-failing rule of our 
blessed Saviour, of cluing to others as we would they should 
do unto us, would induce us, on these occasions, to adopt the: 
t1dvicc of the great ap•>stle: "Brethren,. if a man be overtaken 
iu a fault, ye which are spiritual restore sur,h an one, in the 
spirit of meekness ; considering thyself lest thou also be 
tempted." Gal. vi. I. 

'l"he fourth apostolical canon is, "Let all things be done 
-tn charity." 1 Cor. xvi. I 4. Thi~ requires the conscientious 
_attention of the disciples of Him, whose great commandment 
is "Love one another." John xv. 17. It implies, that in all 
the transactions of the church, we exercise that spirit of 
benevolence an<l Joye towards our b-rcthren, which Paul so 
elegantly describes, in I Cor. xiii, 

This spirit of love will prevent us from exaggerating tlie 
failings of our brethl'en. It will di5po,e us to weigh all cir­
cumstances, and to endeavour to ascertain the precise s:ate 
of the case. We shall, if under its intlucncP, neither be 
forwar<l to credit a bad rrport, nor hasty to reprat it. It will 
also put us on our guard, when ,~c sec it our duty to repeat 
it, against colonring too highly the facts \fe mcu:ion; or 
giving improper iinpressions to the hearus. "Charity n:­
joiceth not in iniquity; but rejoiccth in the trnth." 

Charity will make us ready to admit proptr apologies, and 
allow full weight to all alleviating circurnstanct:s. In 1J1 <l,T 

to do this, we shall oot immtd;ately conclude, that the fact is 
as faulty as it is represente<l. We shall always, if practicaLlc, 
suspend our judgment till the party accused ha,e an oppor­
tunity of stating his own case. We shall oftl'n find, that, 
when this has been done, circumstancrs appear very ditlirl'ut, 
.and we shall he much Letter qualified to judge of thrir rral 
character, The inhabita11t of Zion '· takcth not up a r~port 
against his neighbom." Psa. xv. 3. . 

Charity wiU preserve us from imputing motives for act10as, 
us 
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"·hich the actors di~avow. We shall not presume to search 
the hearts of our fellow creatures; but. unless ~tubborn facts 
JJre\"ent us, give ewry one credit for stating his owll motives. 
\Yhen an action can be supposed to proceed from a good 
rnotiw, it is equally crud and uncharitable to impute it to a 
bad one. Real charity will make us always l:iclicve and hof.C 
the best ; and if any doubt remains, will induce us to deciile 
in the most favomable manner. "Charity thinketh no evil; 
bearcth all things; hopeth all things; believeth all things; 
and cndureth all things." 

If the business usually attmded to at these meetings, were 
conducted in the spii it of these apostolic canons, they would 
bC' edifying opportunities; and we should soon find them better 
attendeJ. But if, instead of this, pride, self consequence, and 
clamour, mark the conduct of the leading members; and a dis-
11osi tion to expose the weaknesses, magnify the failings, and de­
fame the character of a wandering brother, appear to direct 
their proceedings, it will be i11 vain to expect either a good 
2ttrnrlance or crlification, Serious persons, who wish well to 
religion, will probably retire, and mourn in :;ilence over such 
conduct as must injure all they hold dear; and the careless 
JJrofrssor, uncu1Jcerned for the prosperity of Zion, will find 
more amusement in otlicr engagements, ' 

It was my intention to have made some observations on the 
tlevotional exercises, which ought always to form a part· of 
these meetings; but I fear, that I have already exceeded 
JJroper limib. If these observations be thought worthy of 
1nsertion in your Repository, I may, perhaps, at some future 
time, resume the subject. I am your's, &c. 

A LovER or OaDE:it. 

To the EDITOR of the G. B. R. 
DBAR Srn, 

Happening, the othcrday, to take up a number of the Monthly 
Repository, I cast my eye upon an original letter of Dr. 
Priestley's, in answer to a friend on the Subjects and Mode. 
of 13aptism. I was induced to read it, as I expected something, 
jn private correspondence, more exprrssive of the writer's true 
sentiments, than is always advanced in a more public way, 
!.['hough l WiS io some meilsuri: surpri~e4 M lli~ ~ouclusione, 
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respecting the subjects of that ordiriancc, still it led me to 
see the nece~gity there ever has been to use all possi blc means 
in order to establish unscriptural opinions; ancl the plain con• 
fession be makes concerning the ancient mode proves in some 
degr~e, the insufficiency of them al!. He first tells his friend 
how_ necessary it is that we should be more ac:qu,:intccl with 
<'astern practices; the influl'nce a person has over the ,~ hole 
of his family, whether children, or slaves; the· use he makes 
of them to manifest bis real character, by causing them to 
1;ubmit to forms and ceremonies expres,ive of his true scn­
timents,.....,.That the catlle'of Nineveh were mack to fast as a. 
proof of their master's contrition, and not by their own 
.choice. Hence, when the head of a family rPcl'i,ed the 
chriitian religion, he was, with all his childn-n -ar.d slaves 
haptize<l. Himself, as a proc,f of his owning Chri~t as his 
Lord and Master; and they, as a declaration t,i the world that 
;their father or master was a christian. This be snppo~es to 
have been the comm'on way of proceeding until baptism 
began to be .considered as pcoducing remi,sion of sin, wben it 
was deferre<l until just before the person's clecras<>, anJ " was 
confined to adults.'' Is J)Ot this saying th.-re was a timr, since 
the Apostles' days, when none but adults were admitted to 
baptism? He seems rather to " adhrre to the primitive idea,: 
:and considers the. baptism of his ch;\:lren as nothing more 
than a declaration that he is a christian, and consequently of 

·his obligation to educate them in the christlan religiou.'' This 
he infers from the rite of circumcision. 

It must appear to every unprrjuJkrd min<l, that there i!J 
much ambiguity in this apparent fric11:..!1y s,,Jution. It seems 
.to intend, thaL none but adults ever were, or n·er can be 
interested, in that ordinance: nor were any others laid under 
the least obligation arising therefrom: but that children or 
slaves, " might change their religion with their ma:;ters." 
Will this agree with Paul's declara11ons, Rom. vi. 3, Gal. iii. 
J7. If in baptism all put on Christ, whether masters or not, 
where is the least authority in the word of God w f)Ut him off 
again 1 Yet certainly this must be the case, with dependants, 
if the head of the family changed his profession. And the 
doctrines which Dr. P. says, John taught, and the very reasons 
which lie gives for his wonderful success, prove that the per­
sons who we1·e baptizcd were such as designed it to express 
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;, tlH'ir o\\·n rqlC'ntancc a11d desire: lo lead a n<'w Ii(,,," And 
will any ,T11tt1n' to ,a) that ,,nly n frw individuals \\'l'IC intc• 
1·,,qnl 111 it ? or t11at uny of th,·m wcrC' infants? 

Wi:h rl'spcct to t 1,c mode hl' ;a)s, " I bal'c no doubt but 
the only ancient m11,k of baptism wn~ i111111crsio11; and should 
rnth..,, appron' c,f it al 111'<'M'11t: l,ut ~incc it is the application 
0f wstcr that expresses the purity of (wart and litc peculiar to 
christian~, anJ tlllt any certain quantity of it: and since the 
11,C'aning of the rite is as well undt>rstoocl in whatcvcl' manner it 
be aJministercd; and also srnce dipping is sometimes imagined 
Ill least to be dan;erous for the health of child!'en, I think 11 
~,rnpulosity in this punc~ilio unnecessary; and therefore I d<> 
not ti ink it worth while to make any alteration in the common 
);,aclicc. If I thought immersion the only prnpPr baptism, 1 
~lionl,l certainly submit to it \\'ithout delay.'' Had he been 
:;ati~fi,·cl with sending this and 110 morQ, I should not have 
bc'C,1 surprise,!. His judging a fow drops of water sufficient 
to expre~s all the cleansing from guilt a soul requires, might 
11rocccd from his high notions of human nature. Ilut ii 
~hou1d seem his friend was not satisfied with his fir~t statement, 
~md put his que~tion a second lime. To thi~ the Dr. declines 
answering himself; but gets anothrr to perform the task, He 
~ays, ·• The moclc is not precisely directed, and therefore he 
lhought it ldt to discretion, and may be performed in the 
manner in which baptism,. that is wa;hing, is usually prac• 
tise<l in each country;" and adds, " That in his opinion, ou, 
Lord baptized his disciples by washing their feet," John xiii, 
.And thinks it sets that part of our Lords conduct in Lbe mo~r, 
,striking light. 

The Dr's. readiness to be immersed upon being convinced, 
.&c. can be nothing less than saying that Christ has givru 
.commands which his people arc unaulc to perform aright, fo, 
11rnnt c,f plainer instructions. But how can he Gpprove the 
.other'; mode of a washing the fret only, contrary to whal 
appears to be his firm belief?. Which yet he does in a nuta 
accompan \' ing it, Surc:l_v, Sir, this should impress our Lord's 
,solemn i11junction upon all our minds. John v. 39. "Search. 
,the scriptures." And where is the·man who has read the pure 
\VOrd of God upon this important part of duty, without pre• 
concl:1vt,J notions, but will say with the learned Dr. "I have 
110 doubt but immersion was the only ancient mode 1" Yet I 



'fHI! DUTT OF CJJRI3TJA}1', &c. 
lll\1~t confess, though I have oft(·n rC'nrl that \\'>ll<h 1u1 ,lisr,lay 
of Clirist's rcndinC's, (() scne, I nc•v(•r had 1hc l, a'-1 i,ka of i11, 
pnforming 1he ordinance of baptism upon hi, <liscipks. I 
ha,·c read nf some who l.,aptiz<·d 1hc d!'ad, or othe1s wl,o re• 
peatl'd it, l,y sprinkling, many 1im(', in a perso11's life; an<.1 
bcli1.:ve it to be the practise in the Gn·ek church to this d11y t0 
dip thrir.childrcn Lhrice in baptisrn ; l,ut newr read, or hc;:rd 
of any who maintained Lhat our J.nrd pnformed it by wa,hing 
the fed. Perhaps something of this k:nd might in<luce 1hcm 
to " wash the fret of those who ,nre ba1,tizc>d at th< i r 
coming out of the font," in the tim~ of Ambrose. l!o,.,c:vcr 
Jesus baptized not. John iv. 2. If it be common in the ca,I 
for some person to wash the liands of those wha hnve bCt·n 
taking food, did not our Saviour's cundesc•:nding to wash the 
feet, prove that he came not to be ministered unto, l:iut to 
minister, 

May we learn from the above considerations not to believe 
any creed, because great men are the promoters of it, ,ince 
&he best may an~ do err; but may God preserve us from orror 
and give us grace to walk. in all bis ordinances blameless : 
cherishing brotherly affection towards those who differ froJl). 
us., N. J. 

THE DUTY OF CIInISTIANS TO OBSERVE nm 
LORD'S DAY. 

To the Enno a of the G. B. B. 
S1R, 

The following answer to an important question is copied 
from tlie Minutes of a,, AsJociation of Particular Baptists. 
lield in London, in 1689. As it appears to contain a com­
pact and judicious solution, by inserting it in the G. B. R. 
you migltt benefit some of your readers, a11d icoaltl oblige, 
your's respectfully, G. B. 

QUESTION. Whether it be not the duty of all chri~tian, 
nnd _churches of Cbri,t, religiously to obs,·ne the Lor<l's cl:.1._,, 
or first day of the week, in the worship an<l service of Guel, 
both in pnblic and privatP-? 

ANSWER.. It is concluded in the allirmatin); b('causr ,,.e 
find that day was set apart for the sukmn ll'Or~hip of GocJ, 
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by 011r Lor,! .l<'slls and his holy npostlcs, tlirough the i11(11l-
lilile in,piratiPn of the lloly Spirit. • 

1. B,•c;rn~l' it appr·nrs that the Son of G0tl, who was ma­
nifrst<'d i11 tlw fle~h, had authority to makt• a change of the' 
~olcmn day of worship, being Loni of the Sabbath. Mutt. 
xii. 3· 

2. It is manifc,t that our hlessNl·Lor<l an<l Saviour arose· 
on that day, as having completed and confirme<l the work of 
our n'<lrmption. i'llatt. xxdii. 1. Luke xxiv. l, John xx. 1, 
'' hndiy he laicl the fonnrlation of the observation of that day.· 

3. Our Lord Jesus did then, on that clay most plainly an<l 
solemnly n1:pear tu his disciples, 1teaching and instructing 
them ; blcs!lng them and and giving tlwm their commission, 
brmthing on thl'm the Holy Ghost. Luke xxiv. 13, '27, ~-16, 
Jnhn xx. 19, 23. 1\Ioreov~r on the next first day of the, 
\\ cck, he appeared to them again, giving them a further 
infallihl,· proof of his glorious resurrection : and then con-, 
vi11ccd tbc apo~tle Thomas, who was absent the <lay before; 
buL ·was now with them. John xx• 2N. Whrreby it appt)llTI 
l-,e sanctified and confirmed the rciigious obsetvati'on of 1h11t: 
day by his own example. 

4, Our Lord and Saviour remained with his disciples fort,, 
days after his resurrection, spraking to them of the thing,, 
prrtaining to the kingd()m of God, Acts. i. 3, And we· 
question not but he then gave command about tne observation 
of this day. 

5. For a further confirmation hereof it appears, that after 
his ascension, his disciples or apostles were assembled together 
solemnly with one accord, on the day of Pentecost; which 
l)y all computation, was the first day of the week : recorclccl, 
Acts ii. J, 2. He then poured out his Holy Si>irit, in a 
marn·llous and an abundant measure, upon them. 

6. Accor<lingly, afterwards, ,Ye find this day was solemnly 
obscncd by the churches; as 'appears, Acts xx. 7, where' 
we ha Ye the churches assembling on that d'ay_ plainly asserted,' 
with the solemn dutie~ then performed, which were preaching 
and brcaki ucr of bread ; an<l all this rL'COrded as their usual 
custom : which could be fr0m no other cause but divine 1md 
apostolic institution. And it is most remarkable, ancl worthy 
tlw most serious observation of all the Lord's people, that 
lf.lthough t!:e holy apostles, auJ otlicrs, that preached the 
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p;n~prl, took their opportunities to preach the word on the 
Jewish sabbnth-cLiy, ,incl on other <lay~ of the week, a~ they 
had convenient seasons iiffordcd; yet we have no example of 
the churchrs thrn assl'm bling togctlicr to celebrate all the 
ordinances of our Lord Jt·sus pcculi-Lr to them, but on the 
first day of the week; which manifest practice of theirs is 
evi<kntly as plain ,i demonstration of its being a Jay set apart 
for religious worship, by the will and command of our Lord 
Jesus, as if it had been cxpress?d in the plainest words • 
. Forasmuch as they did nothing, in those purest primitive 
.times, in- the sacred worship of God, either as to tin.e or 
form, but by divine warrant from the holy apo~tks, who 
were instructed by our Lord Jesus, and were guided in all 
;those affairs hy his faithful an-0 infallible Holy Spirit. 

7. In like manner the solemn ordinance of coHection for 
·the necessities of the poor saints, was commaridetl to be 
·performed on that clay, I Cor. xvi. 1, 2, 'by apostolic orclina­
•lion; which wit hoot question, by .reason of their observing 
·that da.y for their holy assembling and worship, was then 
rcQuirrd . 

. Lastly. It is a~erted by all the considerate and able 
expositors of the holy scriptures, that the· denomination or 
title of Lord's day, m:!ntioned Rev. i. 10, was attributed to 
the first day of the week, as the usu:il distinguishing name 
given t() that solemn day, by the christian5, or churches in 
the primitive times; and as being a day to be spent wholly in 
the Sr.'rvice .and worship of the Lord, and not in our own 
worldly and sc'cular affairs, which are lawful to be attended 
unto on othet days of the week. 

From all which lai-d together and considered, we are con­
~inced that it is our duty religiously to obsen·e that holy day 
m the .celebration of the worship of God. 

Ivimey's Hist. of Eng. Bap. p. 497, 

SOME ACCOUNT OF THE CHILDREN OF JOHN 
THOUGHTLESS AND ABRAHAl\J MODEST. 

To the EDITOR of the G. B. R. 
DE..tR Srn, 

In a former letter, (see G. B. R. vol. iv. p. 121.) I gave you 
an accou~1t of lw0 very difforeBt characters in my neighbour-
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hond; John ThoughtlC'~s anti Ahraham l\loclcst. Agrre:d.JI~ 
tn m~· promi,c, I ,;ow scnc.l you some particulars rcspccti11g 
the;1. children. 

Thn111a~ Thoughtless, at tlw cll'alh of his fathL'r, was about 
tll"C'nly y1',1rs of age; a forward sprightly youth, and hud 
l,•,mwtl a go,id trade. Ucing clriw11 1 Ly the ill usage of hili 
11101hn-i11-law, fr,>m his fathn's house', he ha,l procurl'd 
lndging Rl a stc·ady and pious neighb,rnr's. The cheerful 
pi,,t_\' and rl'gular comfort which he witnessecl in this hap!)y 
famdy, so far diffl'rent from that he hacl Lc•en forced to qnit, 
afl~·ctl'd him dcrply. He saw and felt that the ,rnys of religion 
"·rrc ways of pll'a,a,,tne~s; and scrme,l desirous of walking in 
them. llis concluct became regular, he attenclrd constantly 
on the mrans of grace, and _endeavoured to gain religious 
knowledge. His pious host, who had known his unhappy 
father, brgan to considrr him as a "brand plucked out"of the 
6rr ;" and cnc!lura~ed him to offer himself to the church. He 
took tlw a,h·icc-, and was accepted. For some years, his con­
duct "·as regular and consistC'nt with _his profession; and he 
Lrgan to rnjoy the natural consequences. He was decent in 
his appearance; had a few pounds in his purse'; and was re .. 
spoctC'd by hi, friC"nds. 

Unhappily for Thomas, a gentleman erc_,cted a large factory 
and a gcnted family mansion, in the neighbourhood. He had 
al1n;~·s a disposition to pry into the conc<"rns of others, and 
~r•cnt some time in enquiring into the particulars of this new 
undl'rtaking. lie learnt that it was proposed to give high 
'l\'ages to good workmen, to act as oversc-ers. Thinking h;m• 
sdf qualifil'd for the oince, Thomas immediately began to wish 
for it. He found now, that his pres<"nt situation had many 
uisa"rrrablC's which he never noticed till this new place 
0Jk1:·cl: and had not the least doubt but that, in the dfsired 
one, c1·cry thing would be agreeable, In this temper, he met 
Hicharcl, t..he son of Abraham l\Ioclest, who was nearly of 
his own acre, and a member of the same church ; when the 
following c~nversation took place. Tltomas. " Well, Richard, 
will not you try to get a place at the new factory? Do you 
not hear what high wages they propose 1" Richard. '' I 
ha1·c no such inteBtions, at present, Thomas: I should like 
to know a litLle more about them tir~t. Besides, I am very 
.{.ontent where I am r" T!,oma8, ~' But I am ycry discoa-
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tent; aui.l I know enough to rl~termine that I should be 
much better i11 such a pluce," Richard. " Pi,rhaps it may 
be so; but perhaps it-may not. There may be clisagrecuble 
things in the &ituation you wish for, with which you arc un­
acquainted. llacl you n0t better try to make things comfort­
able wlwre yon arc, at lea~t till you know more about tl1ii 
new situation? All is not gold that glitters. Think well 
before you act." Thomas. "No: I will not thir,k about it. 
I will get in if possible before all the places are filled.'' 
Ric!tard. " Well : Goel prosper you." 

Soon after this convcrsatic,11, Thomas procured a place at 
the factory. His business was to oversee a certain nnmber of 
workmen, to be responsible fur their work ancl conduet, and 
to work with them. For some time, things went on smoothly. 
It is true the workmen woulcl too often use profane words, 
which, at first, was very <lisngreeable to· Thomas; and lie 
checked them, But being laughed at for his preciseness, as 
they termed it, he desisted. Habit soon ma<le him familiar 
with their disgraceful language: and we are sorry to add, it 
was not long, before he woul<l, when in a passion imitate it. 
Sometimes it happened also, that too much ale woulJ b<! 
drunk, and of course riots an<l quarrels would ensue. On 
these occasions, Thomas, fur a while felt uneasy; especially 
as he generally had to pay part of the expcnce : but could 
soon join these sc1;nes of riotous mirth as heartily as the rest. 
It was not unfrequently the case, that, in order to execnle 
pressing orders, they were obliged to work on the Lord's; 
day. To this Thomas at first submitted with reluctance ; but 
was compelled to conform to the rules of the place ; and at 
length grew quite in<lifferent to the matter. Thus his morals 
were undermined; and by degrees he lost not only the power 
but the form of godliness. The church, from time to time, 
took up his case, and admonished him of the evil of hii 
,vays. He always expresse<l his sorrow for the past; and his 
jntentions of reforming. But, alas! these intentions were 
never realized ; anrl after long furbearancr, the church was 
obliged to withdraw from him. 

Thomas soon found disagreeables in this situation. The 
men were ignorant, careless, idle, and abusive; and often 
spoiled their work: and his superiors would frequently ex­
J>rcss their dissatisfaction in strong terms. He perceived too, 

X 
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'tnat, wit11 all his liigh wages, he got no richer, He tlicrcrol'e 
became unh11y,py in his pince, and fmicicd that a chnngc must 
be fur the bl'tlC'r, He had obsl'rn•d, when Le had occn,ion 
to go t0 the hall, how gaily the sc1-.a111s spent tlH·ir lime. 
The foottnon Rp\lCUl~d as spruc-c as grntlemen, and alwaye 
\lll<'mploy{'(j, On enquiry, lie INirnt that some of them liatl 
1-tigher wages for doing nothing, than -he could earn by toili-n'" 
h-ard all day. Without taking nny further thought, or mak~ 
ing any enquiries, he, at once, detel'mined to get into t!Je 
family. By bribing the butler, he obtained a footman's plac<', 
and malk his entry into the servants' hall, Here all \\'as 
jollity; and, for a few months, Thomas thought himself 
liappy-. 

As the servants had much spare time, they empfoyed it·in 
various unlawful games, and other sinful pastimes: and 
'fhomag, who had now ceased to pray for grace to resist 
temptation, quickly became as hearty a gamester as the rest, 
He got entangled also with a gaudy young woman, a follow 
•ervant, with whose character and connections _he was 'totaHy 
unacquainted ; and with his usual thoughtlcss11ess, married 
her, As she had from a girl been in gentlemen's houses, and 
ha<i seen things only on a large scale, she was ignorant of 
those arts of economy and management, so ncces~ary for the 
wifo of a poor man. But her great defect was, that sh.e was 
destitute of all religion, and had no relish for any of its 
e.xcrcises. She, therefore, e~erted her influence to draw thii 
unhappy young man from all his serious acquaintance and 
connections ; • and to extinguish in his soul, all the remains of 
,desire after the ways of God. • 

T bis marriage made it requisite, for his wife to leave-her 
situation: and Thomas had been long enough a footman to 
discover, that even-footmen have not every thing just as rhey 
vould plea;e. lie therefore determined to leave his place•, 
and as he had ofien envied the jovial life of the master of a 
public house, he resolved to turn publican. Wit~ the little 
money he and his wife had saved, and the credit they hail 
procured, he obtained a public house in a neighbouring 
village; and while their credit and money lasted, went on 
comfortably. \Vhen those were gone, Thomns found, that 
the malstcrs woul,I be paid, that his customers were trouble­
.amc, aud bis h-0usc never his own. He _thert·fore, without 
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f,trther consitlcrntinn, solcl all his stock, and left the hom<', 
wilh very little property.- Il,ut it would ho &cdious to follo1• 
him through all his wundcrin~~- Wi1h the same un1hi11kin~ 
fickleness, he btcamc succcs~ivrly, a. huckster, a travcll:ng 
pedlllr, a bailiffs' follower, th(• proprietor of swings and 
shcws at f1ti rs, and is now travelling the co11ntry wi,h a monkey 
and a licar. 

His wife, imitating his example, became a, carelrss a8 he 
wa8 inClilnsideratc. They dragged on many unc1>mfortabl• 
years togothcr, in a state of Constant altercattol). At last, 
tl1ey parted, and she took up the trade of singing ballacls and 
telling fortunes. They had hvo so11s, who after spemhng theiT 
childhood in iclleness and vice, were throwll' on tlu parish. 
One was sent to sea; where, meeting with a pious anrl human• 
captain, he was well ti·eated, and appeaD likely to become a 
respectable man. The other was bound an apprentice to.., 
mechanic, too much like his father. After quarrelling a.ad 
absconding several times, he was turw:d away ; and wandeteG 
about as 11, vagabond; often driven to acts of dishonesty to 
satisfy the cravings of hunger. Not long ago, he was detected:, 
in an attempt at robbing a shop ; and was sent to Botan1 
Bay. . 1 

Let us now turn to Richard, the son of John Modeat. 
After having been instructed in the principles of religion and 
moralily by hi& excellent pare1;1_ts, and accustomed in hia, 
infancy to habits of regularity, industry, and obediencu, hit, 
father- chose hi-m a pious, s0ber, and industrious master. 
Richard served this master diligently and faithfully during 
the term of his apprenticeship, and continued to work with 
him, as a journeyman for several years till his death. At thi1< 
event, Richard sincerely lamented ; as be alwa.ys had che­
rished a sort of filial regard to his master. About this time, 
he married a modest serious young woman, who had indeed 
no fortune, but had been instructed by her pious parents in 
t~c fear of the Lord ; and brought up in habits of clean­
lm~ss, industry, and frugality.. As his master had left no 
sons, Richard took the house, and carried on the business. 
Though in 11, country village, there was not employment for 
many hands; yet he, being a good workman, and well re­
S!Jected by all the neighbourhood, had always wurk. sufficient 
for himself and an apprentice. 

X2. 
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~0mr montl1s previous to his mnrringrs, llich:ml hncl otrcrrd 
l1imsclf 10 the church, which rPceiwd "ith peculiar satis­
faction his humble but p<'rtinent account of the gracious 
<lc11linp:s of God with his soul; und arlmitll'rl hitn to frllow­
ihip with cordial unanimity. His regularity in attending the 
rn<'ans of grace, his unassuming but zt•alous and assirluou1 
,·ndcal'ours to promote the cause of his Saviour, and his 
~cnrral good conduct, were remarked with approbation by 
l1is ministC'r and his fdlow members; and, about four years 
ago, he was chosen to the L>ffice of deacon without one dis­
senting voice. In this situation, he continues the same 
modL•st, prudent, and useiul man: and though_ by no mea11s 
rich, he is looked up to with sincere respect by all the church 
and is highly esteemed by all who know him, 

As soen as Richard and'his wife took possession of their 
:house, they erected a family altar in it; and that God whose 
blessing they implored smiled upon them as a family. They 
neither possessed nor wished for wealth. Providence crowned 
their industry and frugality with a competence; nnrl the 
divine grace taught them tc be content with such things a, 
they had. They had several children, who were early in-
8tructcd to love and serve the God of their parents. They 
grew up like olive branches round their table; and now are 
:filling their sevenil places in society to their own credit and 
comfort, and the satisfaction of those with whom they stand 
connected. 

" Train up a child in the way he should go ; and when he 
• is old he will not depart from it:' 

In some future communication, the females of this famil1 
may be introduced to your readers, by your's, 

OBSERVAT0Rt 

GENERAL BAPTIST OCCURRENCES. 
COXFERENCES, 

TnE LEICESTERSHIRE CONFERENCES was held at Derby; 
SPpt. 28 an<I '29, 1813, The ministers presmt were Messrs. 
R. Smith, Pickering, Brand, Hoe, Rogers, Ingha11:1, Barr~w, 
J. ~mith, J. Deacon, Pike, Dallison, &c. At this meeting 
a further ~upply was arranged for Namptwich. ~~- John 
She"s, a native of Ireland, who has acted as an , itinerant 
rrea~her in variou& parts of Dc1·byshire and Staffordshire, 
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tmconncclc•cl with any body of christians, expressed a desire 
to become conucctecl with the G. B's. J\gretd that Mes~rs, 
Barrow, Ingham, and Pike, visit the place9 at which he 
pr<'acl1l'd_, before the next conference. The following question 
was proposed from Friar-lane, Leicester, "Ought not the 
G. l3's. to exert themselves as much as they can in estaulish­
ing, though on ever so small a scale, a mission of their 
own?" Answer. "Yes." A question from the same church 
respecting the e5tablishing of a GenP-ral Tract Society was 
postponed for consiclcration, at the next conference; as wa11 
also some other business. It was determined that four con­
ferences be helcl yearly: and that the next conference be held 
at Ca~t\e Donnington, on the Tue9day after Christmas-day. 

The following plan respecting future conferences was 
arranged and adopted. That the churches with which th4i 
conference is connected, shoulcl be divided into four districts, 
which may be termed the Nottingham, Lougliborougli, Li­
c.·ester, and Derby Districts. These district3, beside smallc•r 
or remote churchl's where it is not judged convenient for con­
ferences to be held to include the following churches rcspec­
til-ely. Leiceste1· district, the spring conft-rencl!; Leicester, 
(the two churches being reckoned as onr, an<l having the 
confrrcnce alt£,rnately) llinckley, Dartun, an<l I-lngglescote. 
Notting;liam district, the summ<'r confncnce; N uttingham, 
Beeston, llkiston, and L,-akc. Derby district, the autumnal 
conference; Derby, Duffield, Castle Donnington, and :\Ic1-
bourn. Loug/J,borough district, the wint<'r conference; 
Loughborough, Quorn<lon, Kegworth, au,l Ashby. It was 
further determined, that this plan should commence frnm tlie 
i1ext spring conference: and, tliat the churches in the re­
spective di.,tricts ~hould have the conference in alphabetical 
order, The following will then,fore be the regular rotation 
for the succcc·ding four years, 

1814. 1815. 1816, 1817. 
SPnING; Barton, HinklPy, Hu11:glescote, Leicester: 
SUMMER; Beeston, llkiston, Leake, or Wiwcswolu, 11- otringham. 
Ai;-ruMN; Derby, Donington, Duffield, l\lell.Journ: 
,v1NTER; Asliby, Kcgworth, • Loughborough, ~2uorndon . 

. 'I'he tinws for hol<ling the rc~prctiYe conforruces arr, for the 
Spring conference, Easter Tut•sday ; Snmmer conferrnce, 
Whitsun Tucsd,t)', subji:ct to a removal to the last Tu~sday in 

X3 
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Jnr.<', in ra~<' the Association should be altered to Whit,un• 
ti,lc; A utnmnal confr,rencc, last T11,'s1lay in Scptembcr; 
'''int(r c01,1nrnc0, last Tuesdny in Der<'mber. 

N. B. 'l'be friends who may attend the nPxt conference nt 
bonninglon, arp particularly 1ksircd to lake notice, that the 
plan n·r0m111e111lcd hy the A~sociation, in the minutes, case 18, 
W! II be adopted tlwre. 

TnE L1-.cou,s111RE CoNFEHI:NCE was held, Oct. 7th 
1813, al JVisbcaclt; but few ministers alten,lccl. There is reason, 
l1m"'''er, 1c1 hope that the meeting was profitable; and pos• 
sibly m~y prove so in its future consequences, should a 1rn•a• 
sure tlwn suggc~ted, be herrafter seriously allcnded to. Mr. 
Binns, as the substitute of Mr. Taylor, of JJoston, preac_hed 
on the prcn•ding cwning from 2 Peter iii. 9. " Not wil1inrr 
that any shcn!ld perish." 

0 

Tim Y 01tK6H rn E CoN FF.RE_NCE mct at Ilalifax, 1\farcl} 
!!nd UBS. l\lr. Jamcs Taylor preached from Gal. v. 13_- A 
Jetter from l\lr. Smith concerning the Isle of Axholmc, was 
read; and some supplies for it were arranged. In answer to 
tl1e important question proposed last meeting, (see G. B. R. 
Vol. v. puge 86,) ~Icssrs. Spc11ccr, John Taylor, Hollingrake, 
Dean, Hodgson, and Andrews gave· their thoughts in writing; 
the following abstract was approvrd, as• the sense of the 
meeting: and the substance of the answers.-!. "Althougl1 
"'f do not encourage persons causelessly to seperate from the 
followsbip of any church; yet we cannot deny that every 
mrmberisat liberty to remove to any church, when he believes_ 
it will be most for his own advantag0, and most for the glory 
of God.-'.!. We advise such persons as design to remove, to 
settle all their concerns with the friends whom they leave, 
and peaceably to endeavour to obtain a dis.mission ot character 
from them, bl•fore they propose themselves to any othH 
socic-ty.-3. We recommend the church' from which a mem• 
bcr departs to dismiss him peaceably, at his request; and 
give him such a character as they believe he deserves. If 
tlwy 1w;;kct to do this, we cannot sec that they can reason­
ably find fault with any subscqu_cnt steps to whic;h their neglect 
may necl's~arily lead.-4. If a person offer himself for fellow­
sh1p to any of our churches properly recommended, we think 
it the duty of that church tu receive him; but if he present 
liimsdf ,1idwut a suitable recommendation or character, 
pob.,l;ly, h1~ c;ase will fa.I/ under the next d,rcction.-5. A:s 
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lo excluded persons, or persnns withdrawn, let the church to 
which wch offer tlwmselve, apply to tlu·ir former connections, 
to learn how and· for what nason<; thPy werl' sC'par!(ted l"rom 
them. If it apprars, that they w<•re exclu,bl for immorality 
or have withtl1aw11 un<lt-r church ccnsurl', Id th, ir offer be 
rejected, till they be reconciled to their former connections, 
If a church be generally persuaclcd, that he who olfL•rs him­
self is a christian, and has been improperly treated by hi:. 
former friends; let them still endcavuur tu rPcGncilc him to 
their friendship, and 'fellowship again; or, witl1 their appro­
bation, receive him. But if they cannot obtain a candid 
investigation of the affair, let them ri~ceivc him on such 
evidence as they can obtain, if it satisfy tbf'm," 

This conference met again at Queensliead, June 8th, 1813. 
Mr. Ellis preached from 1 Sam. xii. 23, 24. Appointed the 
As,ociation in 1814, to be at llirksclitfe, &c. 

This conference assembled again at Burnley, Aug. 9. 
l\Ir. Hollingrake preached from '2 Tim. iv. 2. Among~t other 
things agreed for Mr. Burgess to collect in this district for the 
chapel at Gednry Hill, next l\lidsummer; Messrs. Phclon, 
Andrews, Ellis, and Dean, engaged to supply Kirton, an<l the 
Isle of Axholme, each three or four Lord's days, before 
Christmas. 

Oct. 13, 1813, the LONDON CONFERENCE was held at 
Suffolk Street, Southwark. l\lr. D. Taylor was chosen chair­
man; Messrs. Hobbs and Purcell, moderators; and i\lr. 
Preston, scribe. The states of the churches were then read. 
At Birkliamstead, Cliesliam, and Tring, they are in an united 
and prosperous condition; have baptized sewral since last 
conference, anrl hnve five candidates. Th('y request an in­
terest in the prayers of thL•ir brethren, that thry may improve 
their blessings aright, and rejoice with holy fear. At C/ia,ham 
they are advancing, though slowly; are p.retty well attended 
with hearers; continue to have preaching t w1ce every Lord's 
<lay; arc at peace among themselves; have two candirlates 
for baptism; and hope serio1,1s impressions are ma<le on othrrs. 
They solicit the prayrrs of t·he churches, that the cause of 
Jesus may revive and prosper among them. At Clrnrc!t Lane, 
they have baptizecl four since the last conference; have three 
candidates for fellowship; and hope that tl1t·y are making 
some atlvancemcnt in religi-on. At S1!/f'alk Street, they have 
l;,aplizcd three ~incc the last mci;:tiug. They thiuk their Cull"'. 



o. D, OCCUllRENCns. 

grq:ntions ar<' better than usunl, ancl thnt their prospects nrl! 
encouraging. In answer to the grncrnl qurstion, "Whut 
mlll'c can b,• donr amon~ us, to promote the ln·terc~t of our 
Lord Jews Christ?" this nweting were of opinion, that if pro­
frssors were more ntl('ntivc to punctuality in all their pro­
cceclings, it would conclucc much to their own aclvanl:ige, and 
1hr honour of religion. They therefore f('Cjlll·sted l\lr. D. 
Taylor tu \Hite a small piece on this ~ubject for the G. B. H. 
It wns also considered ,·cry desirable, that parents and heads 
(1! families inst met their children by catechising; and that 
minis:rrs co-up<'rate with them, in promoting this means of 
instruction, in a more public manner. This meeting likewise 
cordially approved the a1hiccs given at the Chatham con­
ference, Sept. l '2, 1810, nnd earnestly recommend them to th6 
~crious attention of all their christian friends (G. ll. R. vu!. iii. 
p. Si .5.) Tuesday evening, Mr. Purcell preached from 
Col. ii. 6, 7, '' As ye have received Qhrist Jesus, the Lord, so 
walk in him, &c." On Wednrsd:i.y evening, l\Ir. J. Kingfurd 
01wned the public worship with prayer; am! Messrs. Hobbs 
and D. Taylor preached; the former from Acts viii. 8. "There 
"'as great joy in that city." aR<l the latter from Col. ii. 6. 
Tbe next conference to be at Tring, on the Wednesday in 
Ea::ter \\'eck. l\Ir. J. Preston to preach on tne Tuesday evcnina, 
and l\lessrs, Ki11gford aJ1d D. Taylor, on the Wednesday. 

INTERE5TING INFORMATION, 

The British and Foreign Bible Society have lately publishe!! 
their Ninth A11nual Report. From thi~ highly -interesting 
rlocnm<'nt it appears-that during the year 1812, seventy-five, 
1',ew Auxiliary Bible Societies were formed in different parts: 
of Great Uritain, Pxclusive of numerous Branch Societies, 
and Bible A,suciations,-tliat from Feb. 21, to Dec. 31, 
]812, this Society had distributed 81,319 Bibles, 121,261 
Trstamenls,-that since its commencement, it hai distributed 
221,734 B,bles and 41'2,785 Testaments exclusive of those 
circulated at the charge of the Society in foreign parts=.­
tlwt the total receipts, exclusil,"c of Sales in the year ending 
March 31, 1813, was -£66,s97. 16s. Jd. and the Sales 
a:nou1;t,·cl to £9,Si 5. 4s. I Id.; while the total payments 
WC'rc: £(i9,496. 13s. Sc!. We liope, in it future number, lo 

61ye a ru,,re detailed accounL of this Soci.cty. 



To the EDITOR of the G.- B. R. 
~rn, 

If no other account of Mrs. IlooT come to hand; pcrh:tp! 
the following, taken from a neat gravP,stone, standing in tlie 
baptist burying ground, at Loughborough, in Lcicestcr~hirr, 
may afford a moment's entcrlainment to some of your readrrs. 

A Monument of filial Ajfection. 
Sacred to the M.emory of 

CATIIERINE, Wife of 
Francis Boot of tl,is Place; 
"·ho, like a !\!other in Israel, 

delighted in assisting the 
young Enquirer in t!te way to Zi<>n, 

and piously discharging the 
Du tie. of her domestic and 
CHRISTIAN RELATIONS~ 

glorified lier great Rcdeeme,·: 
She exchanged this Mortal Life 

for Immortal GI0ry, 
011 thll 7th of March, I 813 : 

Aged 72 Y~ars. 
She was 52 Years a Membe, 

of this Church. 

B. P. 

LINES occAst0'NED BY rrEARING A PANEGYRIC ON Hoin:1t., 
FROM THE PULl'lT OF AN ORTHODOX PREACHED.. 

While some preachers old heathen writers recite, 
And boast of the beauties they see; 

In Virgil, and Tully, and Homer delight, . 
The beauties of Jesus for me. 

For ever they' Tully and Homer may name; 
Can it be expected this shoultl 

The poor careless wandering sinner reclaim, 
Or do the sad penitent good? 

Tho' nothing but Jesus determin'<l to know, 
Iu my humble opinion, St. Paul 

Did more solid worth and true dignity show, 
Than the ,vise~t and best of tl!em all. 



J>OJ;TJ\T, 

With a ~C'nsc of the gloriu11s gospC'l iinpre5s'd, 
And zcalo11s the truth lo impart; 

The apo~tlcs with plainrwss thl'ir hl'arcrs address'd, 
And feelingly spake to the heart . 

.An,1 Jc,us himself, the blcst fountain of lovt>, 
Whom WI', tho' 11nsecing, adore; -

"'hose hl'avC'nly wisdom came down from above;· 
Who spa.kc as ·ne'er man spakc before; , 

With discourses most faithful, and parables plain, 
Sin's evils attempted to cure;. 

And this proof of his mis~iun he did not disdaiq, 
"The gospel is preached to the poor." 

Among the poor feeble attempters to teach, 
Some now are so rational grown, 

ThC'y seem, tho' appointed the gospel to preach, 
Unwilling the Saviour lo owu. 

At enthusiasts too they make hea"-y complaints; 
And think, if they ventured to say, 

The apostles, a.,; well as the primitive saints• 
Were far less cnligbtco d than they, 

Some skip like a squirrel, from this thing to that, 
Until the most learned would fail, 

To tell what the'vc been an hour aiming at; 
Or distinguish the head from the-tail. 

And some, I presume, who are equally good, 
So well have adjusted their plan; 

Leave you, as it were, in the midst of a wood, 
And you may get out ·as you can. 

The gospel is plain, and they plainly should preach.; 
But this I may venture to say, • 

The language they use and the doctrine thc0y teach, 
Drive Lalf their few 1ieople a'.rny. 

R. G, 



llEFLECTIO}r1 ON DEATH. 

REFLECTIONS ON DEATH. 
•Tis true to clw,t I must return; 
Aud lravc my friends on rarth to mourn; 
\rceping for me will IJe in vain, 
I never must return again. 
But lie :mcl moulder in the ground, 
Till the last trump of God shall sound: 
Then mount and fly with wings above, 
To sec my Jesus, 11 horn I love. 
No trouble dares approach that seat: 
'there's no unkindness, no decci t; 
No longer fight with t!Psh and blood; 
But dwell fur ever with my God. 
Y "t stop-one thought disturbs my mind, 
My friends! my friends ! ah, they are blind! 
Rhall I with triumph meet tnem there; 
Or hear them plung'd to black despair. 
Oh dreadful thought, it piP-rces deep: 
And can they ? are they yet asleep~ 
0, wake them, Lord, while they have breath: 
And snatch them from eternal death. 

Frr.IA. 

LINES CJCCASI&NED llY TUE DE·ATH OF 41'1' :iSTEEllED 

FRIEND. 

AN EPITO)f E OF HIS CHARACTER. 

By proviclei1ce with riches crown'<], 
With comely form and graceful mein; 

Ytt:seWom •fil:l'd with pride, or frown'd 
On those in lo\\\'er circles seen, 

1-Iis heart, to tenderness inclin'd, 
Oft swdl'.d at anotber's woe; 

At such, as in :distFess confiQ'd, 
The depths of pain and mis'ry ,know. 

The sorrows of the po<:tr he shar'd ; 
Q'pr them ..he shed a falling tear: 

And for their wants supplies prepar'd 
When they to his abode dn:w near. 



P.01!.'l'llT, 

Iii., min,I was !C'riou~ly dispos'd, 
_ Tim' ~ornrtimc 'lur'd \\'ith rnrthly cart; 

\ <'I ~till on Christ l11s soul rl'pns'<l, 
An,I in his comforts h11dta'sl1are/ 

,r,, ll'llst I.,·\ now _in rl'aln1~_ o_f _li_ght, 
L, t t'r"m the re-Itch of ev'ry snar_e; 

H,,1/d in• his Saviour's glories bright, •• 
Entlmin'd with saints and angels there. 

THE Suav1vons' SOLILOQUY, 

l\fost gracious Sovereign, at whose right_cous word 
Our kindred die, our dearrst comforts flee, 

Yet ever be thy name by us ailor'd; 
And teach us always to confide in Thee, 

In this <lark world of thine, this distant land, 
Where by thy kindei;t providence we live, 

Thy mercy gave an hmband, parent, friend, 
Our griefs. to mourn, and all our -wants relieve. 

Wr, his dear offspring, who Jay near his brea,ti 
0 ft shared the tokens of parental love; 

In all our woes his tenderness express'd ' • • 
As evening dews descendii::ig from above. 

Religion bore a share in"his desire, 
His wishes for its growth were often seea 

A holy life he di~ always admire, 
Display'd iri conduct peaceful and.serene. 

Whate,·C'r virtues in our parents shone,' -
Let us all copy now without delay; 

For all hi, failings let our love atone, 
Rl'gardlcss what a giddy world may say. 

When bis <lear life drew near a final close, 
He saw the folly of neglecting God; 

His fa u lt'ring tongue a<lvis'd us all lo choose 
Tiie path of piety the saints have trod. 

His dying counsel on our hearts abide, -
Till lifo', whole scene from us shall be withclrawn;­

It's gains, it's joys, nor honours turn aside,/ 
Our hc.arl~ from virtue till our wor~ be done., . 

J. H~ 



TfiB 

GENERAL BAPTIST REPOSITORY. 

fi2o. XXX.-ililof. V. 

In EssAY OR tl,e PAsTOllAL Orr1c2, respectfully submittel 
to the Churches composing the " NEw Coic1ncT1c,!(" 

OF Ga:WERAL BAPTISTS; with a few hinta to the 1erilJuJ 
-.person., in their ticveral Congregatiofl.8, • 

TnE christian mir.istry is the highest office sustained bf 
tnan; bfring the scrv,ice of souls, in exclusive reference tl1 
their salvation anrl the di~·ine glory. It is the institution ot 
the compassionate Redeemer of man, for the regular <liffusio• 
of spiritual li11,ht, an<l the dispen_sation of the bread and 
water' qf life; that " God'1 way, might be kllOU'ft upon earth, 
/t,i, saving health among all nations." That the seed whiclt 
seri,e Hi,n may, by proper culture, bring forth fruie 
amto life eternal. This ministry consists of two great paru. 
The first regards the wicked; and its tendency is, to bring 
them uito tlie way of peace: the last respects the righteous:. 
that they may· have a prosperous journey to the lious1: not 
ilaade with hanth. These parts have an intimate connection ; 
•nd they arc admirably su bservicnt to each other. The last 
of them is significantly styled the PASTORAL Orncz, 

The 'fast attempt will be, to give those adrlrl'ssed, a just 
idea o'f it; and the second, to impress them !iouitably with a 
few of those interesting facts, which that idea will naturally 
$1J iroe&t. 

S0

ome c11ristians may think the former a super~uous labour; 
tm<ler an apprehension, that it is enough if the pastor knows 
bis employment: if the servant un<lerstan<ls hi$ worl,; com. 

• This Essay origin"ted in the earnl'st request of many 
ministers and representatives at the last Association, who una• 
aimously solicited the writl'r to prepare a. piece on this im• 
p-Ot11lllt subjl'Ct, fonhc G. n. H. ElH?OK. 

~ 



fllt"tC'ly, and IH• for whnm lw labours 1i~~ but R ,light kl'lo1\­
l,·dgc of it, is it not l1kC'ly that the man will Mlllll'lim(•s ·Le 
bianwcl when he ought to be nrn1111e1l<kd; ;\1\<I cun111u·n,ktl 
when he cit•st•rws to be ccn~un·d? Su it has bl'en prolh1lily 
in rcfrrt>ncc to tlw duti<'!i of tl11s sacred functiun, and for Lhc 
samr rl'l1son. 

ThC' scriptur<'s give us difti•rent views of this office'; tlwsc 
must iw co!lt'Cted and combined, or a ju~t·conceptiu11 of it 
<:annot be fut!Ud. They nffix Sl'\'C'ral characters to the chris­
t;:rn pastor, which are attc11ded w~tli their ap1!ropriatc dutillll i 
but thry arc all comprchcuded III thoie ot a \V.ncu&uR, 
and n STEW A RD, 

A wstc/111,an is one placetl in a particular ~ta.lion 'to C'S}l}' 
dang<'r, ancl to gi\'C notice of it in a pfflpcr mannc-r ·to those 
for ~,·Jiom he is engag<'<l, that th<'y may be H•cure. The Lord 
~1id to E.zl'kicl xxxiii. 7. Son 6f man, I lwve set. t/1ee s 
&eat,lunan. anto tl,e lwuse -<if Israel. Ancl .the "'riter to the 
I frlm.-,1•s., xiii. 17, describing these oflicl·rs in hii cµrislian 
chu rcl1, ~ays, they u:atch for your souls. • 

The watdirnan's ollice grows out of th.r appreh~nsion .of 
oa11gt"r. The cliristian's state is vastly improve<l. by h,is C<~n­
,.-cr,i,,n; but to say that bC', \\·h1le· in this worl,1, is lllit 'of 
<lan;,rr, is CC',·tainly. to sp,•ak in oppositiou to .the authrir c;,f 
di£ biule. Chri,1ian, art thou a man? Thou hast rrason to 
be apprl'ht'nsi\'e of <langl'r to thy soul from thy pa~sions a11d 
oppctites: the swellings of pride, the pinings of l'l}\'Y, t~c 
cr,1\·in;.rs of cavetonsncss, the <lcsirrs of lasciviousn!,'ss., the 
rngin:;s of anger, the Llack suggestions of malice, arc, C\'jls, 
rlic M·cd, of u hich arc not fradicatPd from thy naturn. There 
i, (c(ln,ider the, alarrpiug fact!)' a law in tl1y members, more 
t, rriLle 1ha11 the veteran in arms, \1:1rring again.t the, law of 
thy mind; S<'l·king to bri11g thy &oul ;tgain, iutu capti_v~ty to 
thl luw of sin. Art thou in lhl' world? Every co11ditwr1 Ill 
wLich tl1t•U r·anst lie placed has ih snares .. Art tlwu pr1Js• 
P'"I ou,? IV/u:11 Jcslmrun waxed fat lie ku;ka~: thrn_ /,e 
for,!.'Ol GrJd, and Liglttly cs/ecmcd tlte rqck of.Im s~_atwn, 

• lll<!L xx:-.ii. 15. 1\~_ar <ln-adl'd p;,iv,.rty IC'st he should lie dis• 
li<>n1-,t and dl'ny God And much bu~i11css t<-nds to dl!er• 
c • mgc the licm·i u·iJ/i the cares qf this life . . DcJ,t t 11~u alti_de 
oJ, !iw rnrtli? Thon an 111 a cm111l1J 1,luch ab,JUIH~ 11•,~tb 
•11arc·:;1 pit,, pri~uus, ,11Hl mr;in<1.l c12~1uics. , }[.very saip.i)1;1; 



1,i~ d,nlling nrnr the haunt of Mc, C'oi'npart1l wi!h whom, 
tlw 1"oari11g firm is an impott'nt for. The oracles of l,oti 7 

tlH'n·fort·, alll'ay~ dire et the 5aint to prayrr, faith, s<,bricty, 
,i~ilance; and unk,s he airrnd Lo th1•'!Jc h., cannr,t be secure~ 
But I h1· shtplunJ aurl biaftop of .,aufs, thinking the:w. alone 
111,unicicnt, was pl!!asl'J tu appoint some to watch for the 
n·sl. 'l'hi1t tiH'Y mrght rlo this m0tc cffcctnally, he has 
diYid .. d the grrar !1m1sclwlrl eff,1ith into srparate part!, which 
arc call<·d churchl's. llis pllin is for C'ach of thP5C to have 
,irir of his servants plan·cl as a watrhman unto it; that he 
may bC' acqu':iintcd with each p<'rson i'n it; and ob~erv1! him, 
so as to he able to appris,. him of approaching clanger; and 
of the; consr·qn<'ncc of_ stedfastness, vigorous r~is~n,ce, or 
i1hmr·diat~ tlight, as the case may requi-re, 

The Pastor, accohling to this view of his office, has to do 
with· the saints not only-as inr!ividuals; but in thC'ir united 
state a~ a ehurch. He who is pla:ct'II as a watchman untO' tlu 
house of Israel, is to be concerned for its security as a wlwle : 
ll'itucss Phu I's conduct toward the church at Ephesus, and his 
charge to them who were to be its future pastors, as dcscrihe~, 
Acts xx. 28,-3 J. Doctr_inal C"rrors, nc>glect of disciplinv, 
iuattentiim to the quality of ca11didates for fellowship; a di,­
pusition to speculate, to wrangle,-w domineer; lukcwarm­
fl<'ss, and the spirit of this world, are evils, at the sight oC 
which, thc .. man whu fills this ufJice we'll, will sound an alarm 
th thP whole church. It is his, above ewry othgr member of 
it, to look di'iige11tfy lest any 1·oot of bitterne11 springing. up 
tr·Jttble it, and thereby ma11y be dejilecl. . 

'fhat this part of the •>llicc may l,c disrharged faithfully, 
the Lord ha5 att--.-1ellC'd an awful responsibility to it. Jacob 
had the char!!e of Laban's flock; and when referrin~ to it, 
says, that u,hich was torn, I bare the loss of it; of 111in~ 
liw1d didst tlio11 nq11ire it. Thl' Lord of Hosts in forced his 
charge upon Israel·s watrh1tian L,y this declaration: if thor1, 
dost 11ot sprnk to 1cw·n the wicked from his way, that wir.ked 
man shall die in /1is in ·quity, but liis blood ll'ill I rcq11ire at 
thine hand. And your pastors :ire srt tu watch fut" ~·our 
~uuls a~ tliry that MUST 01\'E AN ACCUUN'l'. 

The Nc~v 'l'estanwat l\lll only rrpn:scnts the man who liUs 
t-hP pastoral office as a ll'atchma11, but also as n STEW ,1 RD- A 
stl•\i·.j:rd is an upper Sl'l'Yallt to whom hi" Lor<l commits his 

Y2 



Jnods, .and the manag<'m{'nt of his fnmily, ~itt1 an lntrntin1 
1hat <'Wry thing be done ftCCtJrd111~ (o hisOwn•Jj1•cctions, nhiJ 
for his sole inlo:l'l'St. Paul wish!'d some to account of hiin 
;:inrl his c~llrngnt·s,- as ,t1i11isUrs of. C!t.,·ist, and stewards' '!.f 
the _mystNies ef Gud •. I C..:.Or. iv.: ,I-. • That this was nut pr.­
cul:ar to tlrt-rn as Aposllt-s, appmrs from Tit i. 7, whrre he 
~ayi, a bi;,-/wp (that is .;wry >pastor) must be blameless; as tl1e 
itcward of God. The Loni Jl'liUS not 011ly gi\"CS this idC'a of 
ahe ofticc, Luk~ xii. 4:.1; but spcaks'im:pressiH·ly of the du~cs 
~ltachecl to it: JHo t!tcn is tlwt fuitlifu7:, and wise st,ward 
11:lwm his Lord shall make 1:ulu: o.ver ~is howehold; to give 
them tlicir po1·tio11 ef ,neat in due' season? They arc, in a 
~ubordinatl' scn.,e, intrustcd with his ·lawll, ·bis gosp-,l, his 
~hurch. Th<'ir great busi11css, according to .1his.rcp1~sentatiun 
l!, to take care of t/1e .:_lmrch of God, 1 Tim~iii. 5. t And 
se> it includes the office of ~hrpherd, who takes care of the 
tlo11k, liy wl,ich image this par( of it is frcqucnrly set forth. . 

A goud Mcward must h_a\"e hi,;; rtye upon every thi'r1gcof 
"'hid1 he has the charge; accordingly we find that christian 
pa,1or5 are represrnttd liy Peter, (1 Epis. v. 2), as taking the 
l!~crsight of the church; and in Acts xx. 28, as being ·made 
.-vt1·scers. This part of the pastoral care is thu· inspe<!tion ,of 
lhe "hole church, to see that each is in his proper pla()e,, and 
that he acts by the rule; not any rule of the pastor's making, 
or of the people's making; the rule lai<l down by the Lord 
1.irmdf. He must be sati~fied with the character of those 
.<lmitted into the family; and he ought not to be uneon-
111:rnnl iA the excl u;ion of members from it: nor in the most 
material 5tl·ps leading to that separatiun. It is plain from 
()ther passages of the sucrcd word, that he is not to 6e the 
!Ole doc-r of the one, or of the othrr; ancl thut the church i, 
not to act in mere conformity with his judgmcnt: liut to sup• 
J>'isc that he has no rigl;t to take any active part in such mat• 
tns; or Lliat he has no more concern in them than any otlll'JI 
nicm lil·r, is to l'ntertain aa opirnon which cannot lie made to 
c1~r<"c "'ith tlic iJea of his uflicc as n steu·ard~l1ip. * Here we 

• Many n·.isons h,ne li1•rn assigned to show, that in various 
ca~l'S of Jisciplinc and <l111iculty which occur in the church, 
it i. b~ttl'r for the pa~tor 10 i11terfere bnt littlr. This suppo• 
i.itiull cloc6 IIUI l:iarmuuiic witla thi notion hertt gi\'Cl• ol ltiS-
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pcrcci.v,Q in \¥hat capncity he is to rule 0ver' th~ ho~ &f 
G9d .. Nut,a., a proprietor, to do ,whet he· 1,lcases with it: not 

~ffi®,· The steward is responsrble to his Lord, klr the ,<'curity 
afl41 . prosperity of the family; and can it comport with Li i• 
du\y to le-ave almost entirely to the mnnagcment of other~, 
-those things which so materially influence it!! wdfate; some 
of which strike. at its Ycry existence 1 The rca!ons, produced 

. on Lhese occ;u;ions, are drawn fr~m maxims of worldly pm­
tlence, to which the New Tei.tament is a stranger, Tire 
~postle of the gentiles dicl not direct his son 'Fimothy to lenve 
t.o other persons the giving of reproof and rebuke, lest they, 
0r their rel.1.tion! or friends should be offended<, aDd not hC'ar 
nirn preach, or not hear him to advantage: he sairl,. reprou • 
. ,:eb!lke, ezhorl, with all long mffer;11g and cloctri,re. • He i~ 
culc;ited the same upon Titus. 

Partly• from the supposed delicacy of the pastor's intCT-­
·fi;rcncc ·in some of these m'attt•rs; and partly from the weight 
of concerns which he would otherwise have on hand, many 
~hur,Ch!ls have chosen what arc termed ruling eld-ers; and in 
fl,,,fe.w ,instances, others, ,under the denomination of lteips, to 

,atteod ,to,,~uch affairs:. or; os it is sometimes said, to assist 
tlie,pastor,iu-~o doing .. The wrileF apprehends, that tbe Ne1v 
Testam1!nt',knows nothing of any rnJing ciders distinct from 
p,astors, It is certain that it describes the char-.icter, an·d 
points out the work; of only. two officers in the cnurch: the 
pastor ,and the deacon. The one>, Christ h·as charged ""ith th'e 
care of the spiritual con'cerns of his household,· and the- c:ithc-r 
with the temporal ones. Jn these cases the snciety hits -ruks 
by which tC1 sclcc,t its officers; and when appointed; the: Lo1;d 
in his word presents each, with a clear account of ~1is b'miness·; 
but as to the ,others, every one ·is left t!l liis OIYll fancy, cir 
reason, in making the sC"!ection: and each is left to bi; dis­
cretion in judging what is their proper province. Hence per­
plexity arises: the church lonks to the ddl·rs to do this and 
that; 1hey think the matter is a pastoral, duty which does not 
c.uncrrn them .. At other times thPy look to ·the pastor; he 
st1pposl'S it i.s one 1,f the caSCs fr,r which the elders w"cre 
nppoiutecl; alld so Lietwcrn t!H'm bo1h. much is nc~lected. 
Anµ ~t some times, tu avmd obtru,ting himsdf into tl.1· pro­
lUl.CQ 9( a.uolhcr, he fod.>l!al'S att(Ul<lmg ta'.that,waicli li,·s wila 

)'.J 
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.:;i; .:i Lord or n J.A'gislator ► who has power to f'nacl hill'! n( 
11i! own; but as Christ's servant, to see thttt all 1hings be ac­
cording lo his reveakd pknsure, and for his interest; to in• 
force thr dne obs,'n•ancc of his laws, by considerations drawn 
irom his approbation. wisdom, love, and glo,·y. Should he 
o,-c1'l;tcp tlws(' hHunds, and presume to lt>gitilatr, alkginncc to 
Chri~t would nquirc the people first lo remonstrate, and then 
to rcbd; b,1t, while he mov<?s in this subservient ~phrn•, they 

.ou~ht to obey him; for he ruks the1n as an accciu11tablc scr• 
~ant. Hcb. xiii. I 7, 

The good steward in looliing over his Master's housf', ,.m 
h· anxious nbout the hellhh and soundness of I hose committed 
ro his care. It is among the important <lutiC's of the. oflice in 
question, to mark the first symptoms of spiritual dist•ase; to 
u;quirc carefully what is amiss in the soul, and into the cause 
,if \I hat i.s wrong; to consider what application 1.l1c .cas!' re• 
quires; and, at the proper season, with wisdom and fiddi1y, 

;:r!'at wt>ight upun his heart. May it not b11 propl'r, therefore, 
for tbe churchC's to let thC'se things rcmai11 on that simple foot• 
ing, on wi1ich the H1•a<l of the church left thC'm, He who 
fills the office before us must, in many •instances have assist­
ance, and C"very one in the church should stand r1·arly to ai<l 
},im; but where thrre i:; no official appointment, he ,vill hal'e 
ti,c opportunity of sdrcting such as arc most suitable fur the 
c:J.se. In VC'ry lar~c c:hurches whrrc the whole time of any 
1nan \,·ould be insuflicit-nt for the 1focharge of the various auJ 
-wcighry duties of this ~tation, should nut anoth,•r pastor be 
~ouglit, rather than have recourse to officers of \Yhid1 the 
~cripturrs a,iprnr ignorant? The argument lo which some 
ha Ye rC',ortcd tu j usri ly this practice, that it is the privi kgc uf 
the church to judge- what offices arc needful, and appoint 
tlirm accordingly, will, if it prove any thing, establish too 
much. }:very wn of an episcopal or papal church would say 
that their deacons, pric·sts, vicars, archdeacons, ·<lcam, bishops, 
abuuts, cardi1:als, popes, &c. &c. w!'rc all necessary, and 
thnefort> their good and wise forefathers formed these officl's; 
and that lhf'y for the same reason continue to appoint 

. them: and, if the principle before named be allowed, it will 
,iot be easy fvr any protc~lant dism1tcr to ~how that 01cy hv~ 
JlOt a riglit so to Jo, 



Tl!E PA~101Ut. OrFIC7,, 

to 'R<l1nin1Htr.r the 8\litabl(• in~fr\icli11h1 ·tppr0,M, nr con~ola­
tiun; thnt the ~01:1I may sprl'rlily be recon·rrd 1 and fitrl·d Fc,r 
till, active si.'rvicr of it's Lord. It itlso rr·quirt·s him who fill~ 
it, to runsid<'r the rrg11lar ll('C<'~~iti1·s f1f tho~c !;ivrn in charge 
to him; anrl a vrry <'!iRential patt of his dnty is, to give tl,em 
ct!teir portion of meat i11 due umon. 'J11C' pa~trn-s whid1 God 
:of old pr•;Hnised tu his people which wt·rC' to be acco1'di11g to 
It.is heart, J<ir, iii. 15, wrrc to fer·,! them with lmm.cledge and 
,mderstanding. Thr Lord has proviclrd the food, and ldt it 
with his ~rrvants to be distributed to his liousr:hol(l, accr.,ding 
to the wants of t"ach. Thr.y are In gin· milk to the babe.,, and 
meat to strong llll'll. It is pm·e milk \l'hich they a,e to im­
,part, and which you arc to desire. The mrat must be with­
out any human t,1int; consisting of those substantial and sub­
lime truths of rl'vriation in general, and d the glorious 
guspd in particular, which• will makl' you stn,ng either fur 
labour, or war; and fit you to stand .before yuur Lord at 
his coming. Jn fine, ull the solicitude and nr,nmgemcnt of 
ihis ollice, are for the prosprrity of holy souls; for the secu­
rity, increa,.c, and per!'fCtion of the rhurch oi Ch1;s1; thM 
he may present•it to liimself a glorious cliurl'h,, not having 
:Spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing. Eph. Y. 27. That it 
.may not be neglected, the watchman is engagc,l to watch in 
view of the great account: that it may not ue abused, the 
Sll'war1I is forewarned that if he say in liis luart, my Lorri 
.d<:layetli ltis C07!ting; and shall begin to beat tlie mm scr­
.1,•ants, aud maidens, .and to eat and drinf;;. a11d be drunken; 
tlie Lord of t!tat ~·en;ant will come in a day u:lirn he lookcth 
_not fvr liim, and at an !tour w!ten lie is not au:arc; and u·iU 
pll !tim iii s1md~r, au<l will appoint him his portiuo with the 
_unbclieve1s. Luke xii. 45, 46. 

This idea of the pastoral office is calculat<d to impress 
every serious person with the following facts: that it is a11 

office of gn•at importnnce; that it is natural and propt>r for 
.every church to be anxiuus for II pastor; that those church<'! 
who are farnurccl with one a.rC' accountable to Chri,t fur the 
blessing, that it is of c1rnsrqucnce to all saints to be vtsil,le 
.member~ of the church, that they may share in all the advan­
_ta.ges of it; a11d that those who compose the churches should 

. ,licrish·1u1)mx.iet¥ fo1· a succc:1~io11 of ewiucnt pastors.. 



tu. 
Frn~T, it is an <:dice qf great irnporfa,rce. •It.is fbnl 

"l1ich Christ. himsl'lf "oulJ huve filled, 1\arl He co.nti~rne<l 
pcr,onally in this worl,J. The steward .\"cfhrcd t~ liy:,.tJ.11 
])i,·in<' Speaker in Luke xii. tt.'2, is cvidc-ntly cho~en to officiate 
in th(· Lord's stead during his abst•nre. Jesus has takcn, a 
~reat journey on very momentous bw.i1u•ss. One of the most 
!>trikin~ fraturt·s af that 11ight iit wliich lie wa~ betray,:d• 
was care for his people when he sl1ould be no longer with 
them. Ile promised to s.<'nd the IJoly Ghost to supply lii's 
p1acc among th,•m. It wa~ net his intention that the Spirit 
t<hould perform his whole work for the church, .by immrdiate 
inspiration; but that tht•re should be visible agents or officers 
1n his hous<', which lie. should cndun with gifts and graces 
suited to their station; thllt by them he might carry on a m!P:; 
tt:rial part of his work. This was one of the many ends of 
that effusion of tlie Spidt which succeeded his ascension: and 
he gave som, ............ pastprs,for tlie perfecting of the 
saints, ............ _for .tl,e _edifyin{I o.(. tlie body of Christ, 
tilt u:e all come m tlie umty of Ifie Jazth, and of the. kno~­
lcdge of tlie Son of God, . u11to a perfect man,. un.to th. 
mfasure of the stature ef 1/1_,fubiess of C~rif~, see E;p~.iv._ 
11,-15. '" hi\c the Son abode on Earth, u~ .pre.sided pver 
his Olen ltouse j bnt as the heavens have. now 1·e~eived l1im 
until the time of the restitution of all tMn_gs1 the. Holy 
Ghost makctli men ovt;rseers. • . . .. 

The direct tendency of its duties_ is to counterqct the 
workings of your corruptiom, to repd the bancfol i°:Huc1;11;e 
of your coud1tio11s, to defeat the. designs of your adv.ersary, 
the DcYil, tu save your souls from death; to conform you . tu 
the image of Christ; to facilitate .you1· progress toward !he 
kingdom prepared fo1· yuu before t/1e foundation of t/1e 
world. 

Zion's interrst in it is great. 'When there was 110 king in 
Israel, every man did that which was right in liis own eyes; 
and in the ct,urch, ,vh1:n there is no pastor, or other min.~ter 
who in a good degree supplies the place of one, it is generally 
much tlie same: negligence, presumption, clisor<lrr, if no, 
confu,ion, prcrnil: privileges arc slighted, work is neglected; 
folly is wrought, no di~cipline excrcisi,<l; the people wander, 
btcome faint, are scallcrcd; one is wuundnl, anoth.cr'is dis­
t;amJ, a thin! i~ huugry; because then: is uo 1)a11lor tl)_.Cl/!te. 



for' t1i'rir sofik Thu~ it Wii~ wrth the Jell'i,h rhurch, whl'n 
Jerns 1riw milch p~ople, a11d was nzoved 1cillt compa.uion 
totPard t!.em; because they faint,:d, at,d ret·rc s<Jt.tttered 
nl,road, as· slccep h(lving no shepherd. 1'Iatt. i~. 36, and 
Mnrk vi . .'l,t,, • • 

The manner in which the faithful tlischar"c of its clnties ii; 
lmrressecl upcrn thtm who su,tai11 it, ~trongly marks its con-
1equence. Attention i~ nut inforcrcl. by rhc forfriturr of 
thousa1,cls of golcl ancl ~ilvrr; Lut by the rPtJUis1tion oi tlil'l 
people's blood. Temporal aclrnntagc is passC'd over: the pro­
mise i~ ; Wlwi the dtiif shrp/1crd sliatl appear, ye shall 
receive a crown of glory t/iat fud,tli not au:ay. And thry 
arc reminded, that it is the Church of God, u:liich he hat~ 
purcliaud with his 01m blood. • 

The SECOND facl which the forrgt)ing ,·icw of this office 
presents tu the serious mine! is, tlwt it is natural and proper, 
for ei-ery christian society to be anxious for a pastor. As 
the bkssings of salrnti1111 snrpass all o:h<'rs, tbe mrans by 
which thc·y are com·eyr<l, and directed to tlie attainment o( 
thl'ir objects, are prnportionably precious. To hear _thcu 
regularly dispenml and jucliciou~ly dirrct•·d, is a prime 
fafour. I-knee the advantage of a stated ministry ; but aho,e 
all, of a frxl·d pastor. When sucb an one, supposing him to 
ha,·c lieen a miin of Goel, is removed from his station by dcatb 
or otherwise,. the church ha5 great cau!e for grirf. In such a. 
case, tl1('re is mostly a ne.:c·ssity to have recourse for a ~t'asun 1 

to casual supplies, and i11 tlrnt exigence tlwy should b1· thank• 
fully recein·d. But for a people to be entirely satisfied witll 
them ; to think it enough that they have a sermon or two in a 
•:eek on the common thcti1fs of christianity, by persons in a 
grrat dt>grec strangers to thrir imml'diate nC'f".l'ssitil'S; to sup• 
pose that if the place ts open at the stated times, and ·the 
people generally give their attrnclancc, they biwe ull that th1•y 
need to desire fur the pro~perity of their ~ouls, and of the 
cause, is to betray ignorance, bordering upon stupidity. Yrt 
when the springs of action shall Le laid oprn, it will pruLably 
appear, that some pn·fer this pla11 as bl·ing chl'aper, ."' ruure 
favourable to their vil'\l'S; of inckpcrnkney, and pcrs11n.1 l 
equality; or kss lrouLll'sornc to con:;cit·nce, and more faH)llf• 

Rble to the soul'~ guid : in reality, as b.:ing mnre congrnial 
l:l'i.th. ~heir cowtuusnt:ss, their pridt", a.nd tlil·ir carnality; 



AN ESSAY O~ 

Hut y,,, bn'thcn, under a b1'('f.av1•mcnt of tkis nah1rr, .wliile 
yon c11\1i1al1' a spirit of wLmis~ion to thl' 01spt•matjnn, of. tbc 
J\1 o,: 111,!h, an• t1> dwri- h an an:x iety, to have tbl• pastoral 
oilier ~pn·dily and rc~prctahly filled. • .. 

l.7 1 h,· con_j un, 1 u re ~uppo,cd, your solicitu1\c mnst not bet~ 
ol,tain a p.arliian, a tool, or ,\ pleasant companion; b•Jt to 
s,.·cnrc the man most adapted to the circumstnnces of.the 
place, "lio ha, _gilts, .gr,,c,·~, and vil'ws for the office; the 
m:~,1 11 hose a:tain111C'nts i11 diYinc things disqualify him for a 

l\ rant, ,._ hus,· M nsc of al lc~iance to his Lord, will not pC'rmi, 
him to become a slan~; whose conscirnc1\ will not suffer hiin 
lo slumb, r owr his charg<;>, nor do. his l\la~lrr's work d1·cl'it-. 
folly; 11 how ambition prompts him to take up with nothing 
short of souls for his hire: ,the man that will take care of t/1~ 
cl1unl1 of G'11d; 11 ho will earl' fur your souls; who will trach 
you publickly, a11df1·om liouse to !touse; b,• instant in season 
,md ,)ll/ ,f ser;scn: \\'ho will seek, not yours, b11t yo11. The ru,1n 
\\hom tl..,· JH'n of inspiration has <lescnbetl-A l'ASTOn. 

Your soiilitu<lc must be operative. You cannot by exer­
tions form this m:m: h~ is a man of God. Tlw pastors aftet 
bis hr:irt, arc his gift. You must look up to _the Head of the 
cl1un:h .. \\"lien he asc~nde<l up on high, he gave some pes­
trns: and the m,idue of the spirit is with hi,11. Those who 
compose a de,tiluti: society, should individtH\lly make it 
a mattcr nf sp1·cial supplication, thnt tlwy may lrnve such nn 
one to go in and out licfore th"m; ·an<l_the church as a hocly 
,rnulil do ll'cll 10 Sl'l apdrt some, ~rasons for unite.d fasting. and 
prayer, to seek this bl('ssing; or to ask CrJunsel of God in re• 
fr·rl'nce to any person to whom the eye may be directed, 
\\'erl' God sot,ght previ,ius to th.:se set1lemrnts, it is probable 
he wou !<l be more glorified in them. Hastily to call· a 
t1lra11ger i. evidently dangerou~; and fact calls luudly upon 
till' c\1urd1es 10 be awarc of it. 

\\'lwn thl' people baw reason to conclnde that the proper 
man i~ found, tb1°y ouglit to use all jmt and houourable 
1uc,u,h tu ,,ti1ain him. llaving secured him,he sh_ould, alter 
Ii. lap,<' o,f time suflicil•nt for the confirmallon ot their .mu• 
taut ,atisfacLion, I!,· bl't apart to his ,wurk .. Ordination tu 
lhi~ urlic1•, u:, thl' it11po~itio11 of bands, lel disguised infi<ll•lity, 
vr rutiu1tuf cl1ri;1ia11;ty, say what it will, was the practice of 
tlwse Ja;s, when thl' Spirit, in the fullest seusl.!1 kl.! the faith• 
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fi1l into all truth. These dc,i"natiom scriptur~llv C'on,luct,·rl, 
ii.re iltdrcd soletntiiti1•~, times ;f rejre.,hing.from' the prese11ce 
of tl,c L<>1·d. The views then imp:trtl'd, :incl th1• imp11•ssio1~s 
l't'ccil"C·d or rcdvcd, arc productive of incalculat-.le good. \111y 
the Co1111ection witness thC'sc transactions, and n.-alizc their 
benign influenct', till lime slu1U be no longer. 

Tim Tflrnn fact naturally ari,ing from what we s<'e of the 
pastoral om cc is, that those clmrches which hane a prutor, are 
accountable to Christ for the benefit. l\len are to· be j udgf-d 
according to their works; according to their works cstrmati'if 
hy -the circuln~tanccs in whi·ch thl'y will appear to havl' hem 
wrought.- It was on this· principle that the Lord said; it shall 
be more tolerablefor't/,e land of Sooom, than for some of hi!J 
time; not nicn'ly hccause their· crimes were blacker; hut oil 
account of the circumst:mces attending their cGmmi,sion. hi 
Isa. v. formeq>art, Jehovah describes thcancie11t church- it5 a 
,·ineyar<l·;·'reprcsents what he• had done to make it fruitful; 
shows his disappointment in it; ,,and how terrible is the- jmJg .. 
ment denounc-:>d in thc•fifth and sixth verses! 'fhe S(}n of God 
reproached the Jewish church with abusing the means -in­
tended for its 'salvation. He upbraided it with refusing the 
tt'lesscngers of' the Lore! of Hosts; with killing his p1'ophrtg, 
-with stonin'!fthctn that were sent unto· it. l\latth. xxiri. 37. 
To th'at 'the Chict" Shepherd himself eamc; and the people", 
ebuse of his operations, 1m<l of those performed by his im­
mediate successors, brought wrath upon them to· the uttcr'­
niost. Your pastor is responsible to Christ for yh';_l; ·antl yi,a 
a1;e responsible to Him' fol' your piistor: he wiH to you, :ibore 
all other men, be the· savour of life unto life, or ()f death trnti, 
death.· • Th-erefote, under his managcml'nt, don't b~ content 
,vith abstaining.from all appearance of evil; but l!1'0W up 
illfo Cl,rist in all tl,ings; bring forth much fruit : hold forl/r. 
the word of life, that; in the day of Christ it ·may appear, 
that he has n:.Jt ru1t in vain, neitlur labo-11red in rain. • 

]n order to this irnprov,·mrnt, chrr1sh a de,·p !;ense of the 
importance of his olficc; an<l of your own respon-sib•liiy for 
it. And besid1·s the-;c, give /ii,n a fair opportunity to senJe 
you,·souls. ,Show lrim that you prize his ,·1sit; to l'nqu1rc into 
the state of your minds. Opt•n your hearts to him fredy rc­
spt>ctin~ you1· spiritual atfair,; 1v1c as t,i a popish conti·~sor 
to receive absol utiun ; but a.s to a j udil·ious lri1.:11d o-r spiritu,ll 
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(athrr, whosr li(~ ls hci1m~(\;p iii ~:~1:r
1,1fr, ~hat l.1c ruayjurlg"e 

acrnrat('l)' of y_om•• rast-,· cttntl • l\do1lnil;(el• ll'~>tdir't~ly,' • qive 
pract1c11I .ttttnnon not ohly• to· tht' dll'l'l'll1g pri:lnn,.c, b\lt aho 
t• the pn1dcnt fant, the w11,1lesom~ "th-icl', rft(' srtlt>lt~' ,varn• 
in~. and th<' taithfu~ "'Pl'()\'.)f. Uttt1n approitcb clt~' rtrroM of 
gr,1C1' lo im plor~ e sanctifying bll'~-sing 11pon all •Hi!> s'tl'p!;. •J•lli,. 

pllnct11a.l in )'Our attcn1l ancc upon all hi~ ~tatcl<l laboul-s.• ! 1'rt is 
in the hnusc ot God t-spccially that he is to minister 'fo ybur 
wants. The stllt. seasonis of worship ar~ the reiulat 'times'.for 
fe<.,di ng th!' housebolrl of faith~ The, scribe well itistructccJ 
'tlnfo th~· k~1.gdom -of God rrpair;; thithrr that M may briug 
-Pitt of hii tr·ew.ures thiugs 11ew and <#Id. Then the faitlifu' 
aftd lcise stewa,·d endea.\'ours to give unto. each his portioo of 
•eal. \'our.pastors in_ their efforts to bring sitmcrs to Gbd, 
(for the p1btor is a.lways employed as the minister -of recon• 
ciliatiun to the ungodly,) have also an eye to you; and' in 
thl·ir morning sermons aud weekly lectures, you are often al• 
most the exclu~ive objects. But, it is al the Lord's table, that­
.Jllootbly feast to ·the pious, above all other pla.r.l!S on earth, 
that thc-y hope to meet you, and be the instruments of ahun• 
dantly satisfying you with the fat11ess of his house;· and of 
making .you drinko_f the river of his.pleasure. • • 

Would you improve unrl'er your pastor's.care,,you must 
not think lightly of hii; ministry, much less ,negl~cb,it,. •\Vere 
others to preach more elegantly, and in ;;omc- respects more 
~xcdlently, yc,u miglit expect his sermons, generally speak• 
iug, t:.i. uc blc~t to you above those of any othe1· minister. ]-le 
.knows you, and loves you: they are the result of his i•ntl"nse 
thiuking: the fruit of his fervent prayer.; the offspring of'that 
i1M:xprl's~ihk solicitude which the !!:Ood man feels, to stanil 
clear of ynur blood a.t the bar of God; and to have you for 
his joy and crown of rcJoiciog in .the day of the Lord Jl·sus: 
the) ;_re the breathings of his affcc1ionate anxiety for. your 
evr,1 la~lili,g ~al vat ion; th!·y arc·adapted to you: they arc the 
labnurs of Jhc, man whom God has given you; which you 
may then·l".Jre l'xpcct he will Liess in a pre-eminent tlegrce. 
Ll't him lia\·c it to say, iu J·elerrncc to you: tliese are my 
epi~·tles, /..,wwn and ,-,:ad of all men. Cause him ·-to li,·e il'I 
the quickc:111ng ho,:le .of presenting each of you peefect-ilf,, 
(,;hrist J esw. ,. . • ;1 
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' Tt i!. sclf.-cvidenl th1tt your pRStor, cannot visit yr,o M ~ to 
lmn: t_hµ.~ intimat11 knowledge of your affairs, and prry th::it 
~tlt•nlip" t'-' thri,r pulpit preparations above 11Upp<,9t'd, ,.-ith• 
r,w .muc~ 1 time;, 11n<l if. you would afford thl"m an opportunity 
to fulfil . lhcir ministry among you, you must let them have 
that time. The care of a church of mod~ratc size, with the 
requisite rninistnial duties, is certainly enough to occupy all 
th~ time of most men. It is matter of the <leepe!!t regret, that 
so many of the pastors among us, have their attention divided 
between the duties of the sacred office, aud the cares of a se­
calai· employment. Hence their exclamatiuns: my leanneu I 
my lea11ne1s I that absence from your families, tho-..e inward 
conflicts attended with exquisite pa.in, upon a serious review 
of their function, to which all but God arc strangns. What 
e. blessing would it be to them, to the churches, to mankind, 
could they devote their mornings (say from six to one) to study 
and devotion ; their affornoons to miscellaneou3 reading, and 
p~storal . visits, their evenings to church Jtlt'etings, prayer 
meetings, lectures, village preaching, and domestic duties. 
They mighl tlicn rise much higher in sacred attainments; 
their pulpit exercises, if not more exact as compositions, 
woulJ be more appropriate, plain, solid, rich, spiritual; ac­
companied ,~·ith a seriousness and fervour which nothing but 
the immediate uids of the spirit, a thorough knowledge of the 
subject, a clt•ep sense of its importance, and a swret relish of 
its excellence, can pmsibly impart; and therefore calculated 
in a much higher rlegree to build up the church a spiritual 
house, an<l to enlarge it by additions of lively 6tones. 

It 1s grievous that those whom the Lord has sent to labour 
in his vinl"yard should be obliged to devote two thirds of most: 
of their Jays to other work. The prope.r alteration of this mat• 
ter, with suitable attention to purity of doctrine, would in• 
sure the la~ting prosperity of the Connection, as a spiritual 
body ; and in the writer's opinion, they are both essential to it. 
Some of the churclws are not able to liberate their ministers 
wholly; but this cannot be said of all. Does the pastor neg­
lect many of his dutle5 by being necessarily engaged in worldly 
businsss? An<l is this in societies able to free him from it f 
It hrco;nes not only that man, but that PEOPLE to consider 
b.ow tii.esc. omis~i1>11s arc to be accouutcd for to the Lord at his 

z 



•rr<'lllil'lg. Wilt he lhi\t soll\ii.- l\ntl"thc1y, 1w'ho· 1ruN tli@ ye.Ji 
joice lofl,·ethcr !' , , · : , , . • 1· 

The FoURTII ract i~suiligfro1,, the> p1x-viM1~ snrn'y,:r.is, that, 
if is of 710 S'lflail Cl>flSl'(Jllffi\:tJ to all .~aint.~ ',o bti vi~·iblc ·,Item-. 
lw·s f!( t/1~ cl,urclt, tha.t rlicy moy sl1m"C·fo· all:tl,e adi1a11t:ngr.-. 

qf the pnstoral <g!!<X. Sotnc of these hrc not·within lhc -pale 
of tht· church. 'J here ai-e- a few ·of this -r1•spe:'C;lnl>le -class iu. 
1nnst of the congr'.'gatlon'S, They shnrc the utfoctions .. :of the 
pious to whom they aro known. Tbcy ~crivc considerable be­
nefit from the public lal>ours of 1h~ pastor. They do .not es­
cape his notice. They 11hcw him uMquirncal markii of1ci;, .. 
kcni. He longs aftcr tllro1, rn the bowels of Jl'l;us Christ: not 
that h<' rnuy make a gain ohhrm; but that he may he a mor~ 
<-li<:ctunl ia•lper of their joy. Many things- may justly be iiaid 
to sbcw the impropriety of these continuing without ; but 
this articlt! has an exclusive refrrunce to their own souls, aris­
ing from tl1e additional good they might derive from this 
office,· were thry incorporn.ted with the church, 

In that case they· would be a part of the iiastor's special 
cbargc; the objects of his immediate care, and prayer., and 
hub11ual solicitude. In his ,•isits he would feel· 11\0rc at 11 .. 
berty with them on soul atrairs1 s_houl<l they stray, :be:\\OUnded 
or diseased • (and we have seen in the first. 111irt that,!all: the 
sbc•cp of Christ are prone to the one and liable to the otbcll) 
lie would seek them, and take pains to Tl'~tore t~dr: snuls. 
Were they to err or sin, he must instruct or rebuke them,~ 
mces~ity would lie upou him to make dforts for their recovery 
fiom the snare of the devil; and that they might agai1i ·exp~• 
rir11ce the j•iys of God's salvation. flut while they contiuuc 
"irhout, tlwy ex dude themselves from many of tho~e labour~ 
of lo,·e, They mu,t remain in.a great uwasure strangers :;to 
JXisioral !-ympathies i11 distress, advices in p<'rplcxity, cau• 
tions and b.ucco.un in tcmptatioJ1s, a11d reproofs under sin; 
tu that peculiar blebsjng which ,us11ally·attc11cls the communi. 
c~tiuJJs of a foitJ1ful pastor to .the ,upright people of his charge. 
l.:11it~ ~•ilh the cb.urch tl1a.t you may pro\lc their value, 
til1011ld y,,u take thi, step, alid alter the lapse of years look 
La.ck tq,no thn,<> Jays of ~cparation, it is prchurne<l yuu · \\'ill 
not ).;i1·p J<'a,un to ,;;iy: r/,en it JL"US better wit/1 me·tluninow. 

TLe J'ltT!l trulb 1d1ich the previous vi•ew of ~hi1; '!;atrod 
{i!U.i;ti()ll iwprc,~c:, uponthc ruitu11 is, t/1,(J,t th1Jse wliocamp<iH 
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tlic o/11(f'c~~t 1)1'f{Nllo be cr1rej11{ .f~F a !llfCCl.'ISJOJr of nrtine11t 
p:,sto,·s. Your pre~,,-nt pa,tnr~, val11:1l,le a5 many of thcrn 
11rc, cann11t continuu by r~.-.mio. ()f 11~•,1~.b~, T~e eye· that no IV'· 

wa.tcltcs; .w.iH be' dl}Sll(~~- tJ',e tv1•·~~1,,.-th,i1ot,,t1t~b.e~, wi-H IY.~ 
sc~lcd·.;,. t,hc b11aruliar no1Y•. c:a.Ns. · f:,r ,y,i.~ ,wiU, ere \(mg, bt?" 
otc,11picd ·with,,qth1•r. ·lhoughts. MmJy <»,these .9~~vants havi: 
a¾mosC·JlC!Cd!llpli'llwtl tliri(, day,1 /nwtr -~,W!,~\Y3 • P,fOlf Ion~~ 
e)(Cry, th-ing ~ ndicall:A, tlrn :gt,; ny.:,,I <_>w n .of th,•it'. ,lf~I\, (l'-hol', th;i.t 
hol'dt>st the, ,,.ta,r, ••n.'fhg·,Fight h,iru1,::lcl,tt, !Wl-in -'>rigl~tness and 
~i~e ill glory !) Here this· mi>.nlt'ntou5 • questio1t

1 
aris~!J : " Who 

sh:alhwatl'.h, tor· our souls; )lake care .. of IJUf ·churc;he&,. and fill 
'0111! pulpits· w•hcn · llu,y are in.-'tht" cl11,I' f'. Hrethrlln . for ynu 
to,evacle thi3: qu&.;tioh, •01i pnss ·i·t ,ovrr -lightly,.- wm•ld be to 
wrong your ·own &0uls,;. would be crudty to your C'hildrc-n; 
-.tn..injury to yo11r•postl'rity; a• nrgli•ct of- Zi•m; and a. blot. 
upo.n .your memory. -Volumes could not \ell aU the intcrcsl 
11·hich it involves. 

The serious person, w110 is; • acquaint<-d with . the 
tonviction 'cannot rnolrn it iong; .ere, he ~n:dve th~ 
~mcntable: fact: that there -arc but few young men in th1.I 
churches,wJho promise to fill this·orliee to acl'l",uitage, Tkcr-e 
aniigifts-.inclhl!• ch·urchcs, possessed .by tlll'lft w-Lo·arc ascend:­
iug in .:life ; ' bn-Hiowcvcr pai,.ful or humbling_ the truth, it 
<t.ught ndt to bc.·coilccaleJ, that, generally sprak~ng. they ap­
pear unequal:_to this,-~tation. This 1s no censure up."ln 1lwi1 
possessors; 'they l~1n:c: wl!_at ~hey have reecived; and no man 
lras·;morc. • ·The Spird didributelh to ei,cry ,nan &elJ,rall!I as 
/re,will; • .· • · 
., ·, The ·caicse ~f this· dearth of. talents is another question ol 
great magnitude. One thing shall be suggC'Stcd ; nothing 
offirmcJ. • God is the fountain of all gifts anrl graCl'S: his 
Spirit, is: the IO\'('J'1•ig11 Disprnser of thl·m ; yet he uctr. ~y 
rule: 'he seldom deviates frnm t\ii, m~xim_: ml.to every one 
that liath shall b.e gfom; and he s!tall lwve Qbundanee; but 
from /1im tliat lwt/1 ,rot slwll- be takc11., away evell that u·hich 
heliatf,, Matt. xxv, ~9, and connrctinu. The rulv thl'll is this:· 
1'hc pl'opcr impl'ovcmcnt ofgirts ~ccures a.dclitional communica-
1ions; but ihc m•gkct of gifts prevents f1esh impartation;:, and 
is.~.follo.wc<l,wi1h privatiou. Tl1r Cvnnr~tiu11 has in time; past 
'bt>c11 favoure-d with a ,plPntiful 'sapply of thcm: of c:.1!L-nr,, 
ni,h►•Ji~tt:thC>ilUU' darling !1is .1:uy~, 1l1rnugh lhc lhick clouJ, - z ~ 
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h:nc apprnrC'd -to advantage, notwithslandin,z :i, thomaml oh~ 
~trnct1011s. 1-1:in: these bun wis1;ly i111pr,1v1"d 1 or p:11'1ially 
m,::lcct('d? llaa the candle bcl'n put ~lldl·r a uusi'wl, ' or 
11h1cccl in ,1:ic right situation t~ ~ivl' light to all thC'm that u:Hc 
i11 tl.,, house t I-low hns,_ this bnn, c:~pC'cially of la tc yrar~, 
~11;cc the 11H'll1UC'l"S and. richC's of the Connection ha,'l~ bt'C'U 
~() nrncb irn.-n·aS<·cl? llas the Lord taken offence _at your im­
rnunng-111 looms, and shqps, and ~chools, the nwn whom he 
~,,nt to cgi\'c lhcmsclv!,:s td1o!lg to the ,mini:;try? Consider 
of it. , 

CnicignC'd solicitud~ for .a succ_cssion of gl)od past.ors wi,t 
c_on~trnin }'OU to aJupl.JJlC'asun's I? SC'cur~_it. Should you b~ 
con~ciuus of any ma.tcri.al defect ~\'hi<;h may be the cause of 
~o f,,w 111,k _nwu l,c~g-rai~,·J up among _you, it must produc~ 
~,rrow. ~·L that s_orrpw lead to H'ptnt:mce: and the fruit of 
r, J>l'lll!lncc 1s~dlc\Ugcpf co11,luc1. 'l'l1c,first stt'p to obtain gi(i~ 
t" In n·m-Ac die cause,of them being withheld, The sccon<l i~ 
to bt.'.ar ·tl~ is,-tqf~l;,<~f. ii,m 11pon.your heart; to make spefdy 
nm\ urgrnt t1pp1iqL(on t9_ 1bc father ofmCJ·cics for an ab.ui1-
(la11t dfusion oi his S1~irit upon fris young M·rrnnt~. f;o.l!e.t 
cnnrrstly tlte best gifts, -with._ .corres!)ondin,g gmccs. Pray 
frn-cutlv 1hat, a Jouule portion of the Spirit of .E.lijith may 
r<'st up;n Elisha. • Ff ye, being evil, know how to give,good 
1,;~fts u11fo your chilclrrn: l101V 111uc/1 ilwre shall your l1eavenly 
1-"atlter -give the Holy Spirit to tlten~ . that aslc,, ltim f ,,. l"e 
hu,·e 11ut, becausf; ye ask not. _ , _ • . _, __ , 

Look cardqlly through _the ch,urch for the prime qu,ili6ca~ 
tio11~ of I Iii:; office. l\Iark the ernngelical, 'the pn1den_t,, _tJ1p 
.Jc,ot1:rl, _ the stu_Jiot.is, the industrious, the _i_i.1p.1;o_ying,_ the 
~pi ritual. -Pay _peculiar attC'ntion to Lim in \\ bom the~e ,qu:_L• 
J1t1t·s unite; for tliey all mt•C'l in him 1d10in the Lorcl ii1tenib 
10 • place fo the pastoral ofiice. D1•aw such gC'nt ly into CXl'f• 

ci,,_"'C'; an<l ,, hen yt>\J arc s4ti;fic<l of the respC'ctability of their 
1a!t-n1~, gi,·e them \imr, a1J<l l'H'l'Y oth"r facility in your 
power for tl,e cultirntion _.of thl·~r hearts and miqd;;, Y6u 
cannot be too vigorou6 in your irnpport of ft proncr _institution 
fol' thl·ir n•gular t<lncat_ion. Capacities for this wor~ nr,e the 
gilts ,,f Heaven; I.Jut, like mau•~-foCld,, tl1l'Y are,noi g(Vl'ri in a 
prepared ,late. l'rayr-rs, car"s, labo,urs, t;-p<:n.~\', .. iill µre 
tnlks, so lhat you may have s~ilful_ pilc;ts lo ,g11idl/.,),'f/ll 'injo 
the l1an·n of rc:,I; lo bring y11u1· diildrco_ S?,fc,ly ~rtn ,y:v\t • 

- . __ .lt, ... ,, L, .,.i.:. ... 
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-tlw~ -t)1erC: m~.Y){ ~. ti1f _M_ ~e'n, ,vh'cn we arc no more in 
il11s ~Vl?d<l,,wlh);S~}~J,I, h,cl1• ~11,•sr i,11r l!\c', cl~O!'c'?c~· cn(argcmcnt, 
a11jl, 1~. t,l1,c,8f,>,I/Vljf'~Jor;i of t!he, W<i,rlcl,'. . • . . ' l .. ' 

-1~ gww !Ull\(ci' Ilic cult'u~e of_ thO'SC wh'Qm the L•ird now· 
c;n;1ploys i11no1~g J011, ',ro d{dtm t/ieni'l,igldy fo lo~t for thtir 
worl,'s salc_e, arc 110 inc<>nslcle~ablc thiugs' toward sccnring a. 
6',lCCcssion 9f such. lktc the prcceclihg maxim applies: if; 
ti1rRugh .jn<lolen~e and carnality, you cause these, as to your 
irnprovcment, ti, labouf in vain, and speitd theff stre,igth for 
'"!'f.1,1tt and iii vain, though thC'y slioul<l be i:~ntinuc<l to yo~ 
d_urj11g the short ,pace which thdr ~lass ltas to run,, you mus! 
p~( expect that He will srnd you others to succce<l thelt\, 
e.~ccpt such as will speak· smootk things irt your cars, and 
prophesy lies iii God's name, as a judgmcnt fm- your crimes ; 
~i,it if you profit by those you have, and take the other strp~ 
,vhich_ reason and .revelation prescribe, according to the rule, 
you shall have more .. You rriay live in the'assured hope, that 
Gn<l will still· vivc the Chur.chcs paster, aecqrding to his 
/1eart, who shalf feed his people with knotDledge and under-
8fimding. * ; · • , ,W. F • 

• " ,. ' I '• . • 

\,,:THE •BENE!l't Of'.•J)Aii. Y coum'i''I'IN'& THE 5cM~Tu nu 
• '.10 ,l\l.E11tORY, • • 

• 
1 

A knowledge Bf the Sc:r-ipturcs is nece~sary to our J'lresl'nt 
and future w.tlfare, llow thankful oughr we to be for " the 
-~~'tqs 'bf eternal,' lifii."' Behold DaviJ:s aft'cctioo to the 
scriptures, arul' his comfort ih the word of God. " How 
-g~vcct are dty \VOJ'ds unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honcv 
lo my moµtli'~• Psa. cxix. J 03. As the scriptures- are th·e 

• To shmo'! it ·niay appear singular, that iu a papt•r written 
profc~sc~ly Oil the pas!oral office, nothing is said to those who 
sustarn If; no.r to .rhose who may shortly be callt•d to do so, 
'J;hc ·" r.iter has three reasons to :tssi~n for this se~ming omis­
t_ion :· His ·o\Vll incapacity for· such a task : tliat lw did not 
urid.ri'!itan:d 'ft io be comprehended in the rcqurst of those wbo 
desirtd him.·fo draw it up: and an apprchcn~ion, that the 
prcci.-<l\ngactount of thrii offic-c "'ill, .iu a mtasure, supersede 
the'nctcssity'bf' a direct adtlrnss; 

Z3 
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fountnin of knCl\,·h-<\_~<', ~hr.y ought to he tho mah .of:outl 
tounscl; and our comp11nion by day nnd night/ The·bcliover.· 
knows rninclhing of .tl1l'ir \'lllue from NC)il'l1cncc-; ycn 1 t'ivl'D 

tl1r seck<'r of tl,c way to Zion, behol<ls n glimmcJ·iilg ·bl•llm of 
thrir gk,ry. To such pt'rmit lllt' to su(!gc~t a useful idea. I 
lia\"C' prowd it by <'xpcrimrnt, and can say it is goo<l. It is 
this, Commit a verse of scripture to memory eve,-y day~ By 
tbis easy, n'gular method, the word will uc "hid in our Hearts," 
that W<' may not sin agaitlst God; This might be donp the 
fir~t timr wt' op<'n our Bible in a morning, and would furnish 
ll profitable subj<:et of m-editation through the day. 

}3ut it will be of litllc use to \!'am smn)l detached passnge, 
<if fCripture; for these, through n<'gl<'ct, of fr<'qUl'nt review, 
"ill soon be lost. Hathrr commit to memory h1rge com1rctc·d 
11arts ~f h1,il,y writ; such as Chri<t's last _convC'rsation ond 
Jlra_yn with his discipks: John xiv; xv. xvi. 11-nd x,·ii.; the 
Sc-rmon ou thC' mount, ~IRtt. v. vi,:yii. &c. B<'gin lhis pfac­
tic<', ai,<l io a frw months you will perceive the cxcl'llrucy of 
ir. Ila\·c you lll'VC'l" read, " L1·t the word of Christ dwell in 
you ?:tiy in- all wi~dom," Col. iii~ J6. Take it then, and 
hide It with the gn·alest care in your .hc·art. u Seai·,h th~ 
-srripturcs ~ fnr in them ye tl1ink ye ha,·e etcrnaLlifo-,,,ond 
they arc they which testify of me.'' • John v. 39. 

A clLar minister of Chri~t said, when I mentioned thi! 
Jlractice to him : " It is very us_cful if you: recapitulate." 
Th(•reforc n·peat mentally what you ba,e committe~, to ·me­
mory, ,vhrn you are engaged about your· Lusine5s, on jour-
11ics, &c. This will promote spiritual mindc<l11css, the end of 
v.-b;, h is lifo an,! pC'ace. By thi~ practice yoa will be wr.ll 
:instructed in the kingdom of heaven. Is -it not desirable to 
be mighty in the scriptures l Then like the Ilcreans search 
.. the scriytures daily." "Receive, J pray thee, the law from 
his. □outh, aud lay 11p his ti:ords irdhine heart." Job xxii. 
!!2. B,•ain this practice to clay, Let a clcsire to be acquainted 
"ith 1te worcl of trut~, influence your mind, to. the niust 
regular and acti\e exertions. Comtncnd the practice to 
other,; tliat a knowledge of God may become more general. 
The ,1ord \'/i}l be in you like "a· well of water springing up 
into cwrla~ting life." Thus acquainted with the Ecripturn~, 
thou maye~L •• Talk of them when thou sittest in thine house; 
ai.41 when thou walkest by the way, and whcn:thvu licstdu.w~ 



·, 1 Mt!IStotUtli'fl' ~r,om'f; ts, 
mulowhlln 11100 ristst,·6pl' Ot>llli. vii 7. ,~-nriC'lu:cf: \tith rhc 
word ·of God~•" Wfw~ tl1ou1 goest, ,it' <.ihr!'l l'taict thi-e : whm 
thotl'sl<'rpe~t, it ~haH· k<"(•p:thf't> 1 11al'ld wh1H1 tli<ln awitkest, i& 
shall· tulk··\vith thee~" P.ta. ii. 2'2. · ·' ' ' • • 

A SEA1t~111rn.~or Ti1P. Sc-m PTltRU. 

ON THE n\,JPOUTAN_Ci::'ot"'~hssroNAP.Y EtFOfiTS. 
1 

_To the Eo1ron.,of tbi; G. B. R •. 

DEAR FRIEND, 

As you inserted the fast letter that I sen_t you on Forri~n 
l\lissions, I now take the liberty of troubling you with a (C'\lf 

more remarks on the same subject; 
It ,is a consideration worthy-of noticf', !hat the benefits of:\ 

mission would not be tonfilled to this generation ; but would 
cxt!.•nd, in a more enhirgcd degree, to those of ,~tant ages. At 
first,. the rays of•divine light might reach but few<; and per­
haps a few only of the pre~tnt generation' might be ,natchecl · 
from ruin; but more, it rnay be 1believl!d, of thr. next would 
be brought· into· the way of life: of the next still more1:'.1 and 
gra<lHally larger hltmbers, Jill in one age thousands or mil­
lions mightJoeGome travell<'rs to !reilven together; Bot ,ihere­
cver the glorious ,,,o·rk i~ not begon, it cannot proceed : aml 
the longcr·it is dcfo\-retl, the- greater. must be the number ex­
cltided,from its bem;-fits., -Let us remember, tha:t under Gu-d 
we owe.a great m'<.'asure of the religious light we now enjoy to 
those \i-110 were the, first missionaries to Great Britain: and, 
ns .one of the Missionary SocietiL•i observes: " Let it never he 
fol'gottcu; that the· first Missionaries to Great Britain cime 
,vith their lives-in their hands, su:pported by the alms ·or very 
poor churc/1es, · , • • • . ' . • . . 

To me it also has appeared n.11. affrctin: thought· that so 
many should live on the same earth with us,- whom we-kno,v 
to be totally utiptepared. for an eternal statl\ and who yet 
should be suffered to pass rnto that.(n1altf,l'a.ble €ondition wi1h-
01rt our making one effort to.-enlightt:n ·their darkened ruinds. 
The. stream oftime is rolling forwards, and hurrying multi• 
tudcs that:know not· God to' that state whence there is no re/­
turn• .. : IT1hn11gh 'now soji.lu:rni11g ill the same world with US', 
th~y 1Wi,bl ·'SOM be :rctl'\ovf'd• u,,yond our, ;reach.· The oprortu­
uit,)'l fwi•ass.i&!tiag:tbem mut:b~Het~c4,'\.'.no,v:;-,or·be for uer lo~ 
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to u~ 11,111 lhrtn. Tl,,,n 1,,,f.,rl' t~o thtom• of'flib,oll'rhuhJu,ljp9 
fflll)' ,i.rr llC'C'II"' u, t)f Wllll' c,,-i,ninrrl i1uliff'llr,•11cu. ,(J'tte:t, may 
.ay, " \\'e liv,..t 1rt I~ ~llml! w,,rl,I whh l.lwtre 1thJ ;pr"""•••J 
di,r-ip1,~-,111·y l.111•11· '\\h111 • wP knrw not- thry knlow ,wiiurcr, 
w,• 11-,,,,. h11rryi11:1; liot n1'\1·r m1t11l11 0110 cOi,rt to pluck.wl frc,n1, 
(lr~1rnni 1,11." •J.i ir, Sir, 'in •our 1101\'ar rn fk•111l ll11~ ligh1 of 
I, fr tn rt.o\4', l"•ni~_l,c•id wan,lrn·r.1. 111 it i11,out, priwl'J·, li,·fore 
t111•y r,,,-, t tlll'ir Urnl, to tdl 1hf'ffl whoni th,•y ure. ~11ing t11 mutP 
r,, r•1l,1i-1, ,, ... n<'t' 111 I.ho l,olining r1•n1u11t, and li:> warn the 
i1,11"'"''""' ..,, ,.,,dll'1o- •·ot: 1 I• thiK in our- power. l Cbld· pru~ 
d,·nce 11111:I doi,.. .. hcartt<il avarice •ill an1wl.'r, " No". Cbr.111-
tian v·a.l a11d hrirYL'fl•born lo\1! will llllY, •' TILY; you Qlay 
euN""c-r•d ; ynu can but fail; und a cdc,tial pri.:c " 1hullJ-~. 
<'""1J"''TN'! tlw mM'I►- inl.lint,", Bat if you 11ucc11cd-,Old if )"Oil. 
•n<"r•·ctl, unb,,n1 1l,1Juta11dt in ailtant •~·• may blc111 Lbe Mo.i 
J fi;.,t, fM 1hdr -u11kh11w11 and forgotten lrier1cu-fric111I•, . 'l'>hOM 
nu-m'-" v.:ilt be forgotto11 lwn-, bat 11ot ,forgotten in tin: abvJe1 
Tif ,•tl"rniry, 110,,,,MUIC'Cf frum d,e record• of Heaven." 
• 'l'h,i lk't·d of fl:l'Jan nationa for evangelical trudr, i& doubt~ 
1,"M f{fl:a1-eF 11,an tbut of the mr11t ignorant,, part11.of,,l•:nglanJ; 
a111I Liu: lah,,ur, of Lho~I? employed in diffuting it ant.l)Pljatbcna 
arc inn re b~·11<'ficial. •. 'J'hcy arc f!O~ng. 1eed, &oaL, ... Jl.,,qq,1l'1)Ut 
yidJ,n,; ik ioc:r,!UIC! through many a future age.,-ThJ!,~"n• 
v1,r1s ginn 11,,·m n,u y lie viewed aij thl! iNflt fruilt1G1f &J ltull'-',,•t, 
that "ill rcr1uir1! d,~1a11l yt'lltl 11.nd unl,oni labour.:ra to guthrr 
,in. All wlw arc faitllfully labo,-rint in ,the caU!iC of Jc1>u1 are 
ul>Cfully and honouralily employed: .~ut llw. m1:~t98t of his 
Ja.i.,,,urc:r. io Afrira or A1ia roay b1: pro0{1ur,ccd_ ~oro110-
~urably a1"I QtM:fully £implny.,:d, tha~ f'IC _moat pi.,tinguiw,L~·4 
.in F,ogl.ioJ. One ofth" laucr labour~ 1,n h•~ little (wl~, a.v1Ir, 
Jagc, "r a town. One of,tbe former lras a 11a1ic,11 fur lilK 8Ceue 
of utrtiou : ,u1d _if but f41w -~ gatbcr~d. ~ God ,, hile Jjc lh'L't, 
•till he lal.uutt for futurc.agca. O11c ,111 like a reroute wh(:.(il 
in 11ome pi,•c, uf l'Xla;11bi11e ~4 cu,mplica14!J machiucry: a~ll 
tJ,,- (Jlh1,r like a water wheel which 11e1J1 t\!O _thou»ilnJ more IIJ 
m1,ttu11. , . · 

. l'e<l111.pt1 tbc. two follo·,dng p~11;1ges ,JP,,ay.Jcnd fur'tber · !9 
enforu: tbe importance oC the 0Ljc1;t .{CCOITl~C'Odcd i!(tbil, lc_t~ 
ter. " Would w God," &aid tlit.lat.e. ?tlr. Dc.11 Granges,. ,, 
c,ne of l1i1 lcttt u, "that the mjuiJJl_cr• i.o,.our ,~~\i_vc'c~u.ntry1 
the »Liiucub 11.L tl.c di.d'ccu1t lltlWW',1'4e&, awe! Lhe rcligiou, pu!J:. 
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1ic c:oul,J ~<•f wl,nt ~" iirr·, n111J hrnr ~l,11t mi h(•Ar, f'.v,.,y: 
'""" .1h1-y bt>bold. b,," i1114 11; 1t alm;k JJf w1,,,,t·11r a ,1onr w1,ulJ, 
bu an 111g,ttn1•01 to c11111c ovur to l11di11, :.1111 lid11 u~, TJ,,! !,,,r. 
rid ni,i,,,i of l-l11,u11a11d8 11(. i<lul:,i1ur11 at iia,, c1,k-lrm1.tim1 ,,r 1l, 1·ir 
(C11ti11ak-would 11ou11J lik,: 11.&uncfor in tlwir ear~.~ " IY,1~1c, ha1t.e 
(o dill hqlp of Ow l..oril PKllinit thr. miAl,ty.'' .ADd tho1te wl,o 
r111Jld not come would hnve tlrn nurnl,rr ·nn,I ardour ,,t 1lwir 
;:ulclr,:m•1 to the throne of gracr..incn:111<·d a hu11dr<-d folil." 

One of the conn•rtcd llotten~1ts, "'mt year, b11d1 brc111~ht 
"tcr to thi, countrl., thu, upm11wd hcr,rlf in l,rulwn ~:.,,~. 
li»h, " What pity ti~, what 11in 'ti11, d1at, you ha,,,rr, IM> marry 
)'l'UI gut that heavenly bread and bwl,l it w,: • y»11w·l~L-t ; ™'' 
tn, give une little bit, one crumb to pwr htath"1, 'fh1rre are 
ici rnuny millinn, of hC11tlwrr,, u111J • you ba'le.., ,nu,-h lm·aJ; 
and, l"u could dvpcnd upon,~ 11h11uld11C,S,n.1r¥0,k1111 b<·4',ot11e 
you gave: but thu.t u."'1 J,•,u• woal,l, 11;iv1: Irie bkHin~ and 
you 1,boulcl lravc the more. Yuu m11y not tllink when Y"U di> 
ll'Jmcthing for poor h,iatbcn, you ,hail have~-- for you.r1eln1; 
fliat contrary, IArd J,~u,, foontam ahvay11r fllll_; . tb9u1mad 
artcr tlwufand could be helped. 'fhc mor" we di> fl# u1hcr., 
the more we ,ball be t,lcncd-tbc morw, we 1ltaJI i..e. for our 
own 11oul," , 
• • Ari I r.rilp011C puAuing the· 111bjcct, at r.ome future op11Qi• 
tunlty, I will conch11lc.. Adieu, then, your,, &c. 

Dcrl,y, 0'1. S,_ 1813; R. 

HJ'NTS TO PARENTS. 
M1' Dun Fu,uoa, , 

, Y,iurH iaan important char~e, and the rrlation·in whicb yoe 
.•land t~ p01'trrlty M1drr1 your 111tu11tion ix-culiarly inrc..,c,,c;~ 
Tiu, r'-"tuh ~,f ynur cond1Jrt will either l,e IYdppint'ff au )OU.,. 

1wlw11, auJ cl,ildrcn; and the •prntd uf the ~orio1111 g,111~•1-; 
or an incrc•a.~c of the mik!rirll of future 4gl"'; anJ an hindra11C?, 
of the diff'u,iun of di\·inc truth ! Surrly thi. thonght i11 "'n. 
ci,-111 to 1nvakc·n you to diligrnc(•,. in ord,·r to avaid the luttc.·,, 
and Ke:curc tlw former. 
. l take i_t for granh·d, that, from tlic knowlcd~c y,rn ha•~ nr 
r,·Li~~!,1,' ~nd the ~01nti',rh yoi, ;ire daily r•·ct·iving _ frc,m it ; 
)'~U _w,_,h :fOur c:l111Jrrn to be par:aki-r1 ,,f tlw Illa- 1,f~~ 
'in~, a,na arc :tnxio~, IC, be ma,fo 1l.c hlJfflbk· in..tn11111:nl4 uf 
~mi,a~tmg dl('m, • 1 et you fed La,kwanl pl'rba1•s tu co11-. t , , . · .. , .. 



wrsc with y11ur r,fl',pring 011 rcligi,rns suhjocts, 1Psl yliUt in­
~trnctillllS ,huuld be disn·gai·dl'rl i a1Hl your liin,,I ad1Imni1ions 
and rqiroof~ lllt'ct an unfav0l1rablc r<·Cq\tion; bccau~li _,<'lnth 
:ire tllo much attarht•cl to world Ii)' p!.-a~uyt'3· ~1ul p,urs11i1~. 
llnwcn r ~tra,1,i:;,, tlii~ may aa11pca,r tv somc1, J1'am cu:ivi11ced it 
i~ 1l1c ca~r- with rnany pious p,11rl'nls .. ll,1t l<-t such •~•mcm,1.J('r, 
if" 1iit1u C,,sl rhy bread upon thc wakr~, ,it sli.1II be-s(l'll :1f1cr 
m:rny <lays." \\,nr labours sh;.tll .nut lie lust; for you 1\rc 
C"o:innaud,·cl t,1 •• tr,ii11 up a c,hil,1-in tbr way lie should <-<l,'> 

,Yith this tire~sr,1 pr.omisc, tlwt, "\,;hen.he is old he wiH ~wt 
depart fr,1tn h.''.. , B:it )h~. nss11rti9

0
n cont.~ins an opposite 

truth. If )OU neglect to do ~P, Ji~ ~nll, be lrnlile to nnss-that 
way, _, _ancl 6.1:in,; his parrnts to sl_1ame.'' And which' of'us, 
\-\·hohas li!--'.ql f\lh)Urcd with religiou,s parents, can say,,far 
o,\-C's 11<>!1<' of his p1ysC'nt cnjoy(!ients t0 their solicitude for his'.. 
<',·crlasting happincs~ while un<lcr their cart: l l am pC'rsuadcd 
if<it one. 

Let it ··a lsn be re~cmbcrcJ, that the yoling mind is easily, 
imprcs_sl'<l with thc.: .truth, It is able to comprehend, an<l like· 
t'hf' imprrs,fons m,a~I<., in wax, they rcmaii1 to ihc lat~st pcr1od 
in life: anil in mmc d'egrce influence a:l his future conduct. 
This tl.c writrr. coul<l pinfirm fr,om .many inst~.ncrs in his 
own knn\\'11.'tlgc; from which the imp6rtance ·of' c1nhraci•ng: 
tlioc early opportunities might bc fu!ly sbe,\.:n, ' . \ 

_- ThC'rl' are also many obligations u11<ll•r. which. you·arc laid 
":hich dcmau<l. this Jn1m you, God has blcss1•d )'OU ,\'ilh a 
knowle<lgc of himself-has given his son 10· die_ fur you-has: 
illtru:,ll'<l you \1i_1h a rcvl'latian ()f his will; and st·nt many of. 
his sc:nants to proclaim and establi1;h the solemn truths it 
chntains. l\lany of j·ou have hceu blessed \\ith pious pa1·c11t'I',' 
\\ho thought it their pkasure to ~nstruct you concuning the 
p·ath of lift'; Gud has now gi\·cn you children to train up for 
Lim,c-lf; and will n•quire an accuunt'oflhcm at your hands', 
Gratitud,·, du_ty, and obr<lil:nce lol tbc t!i,·inc command, all 
trnite 10 i11ducc you to train thrln up in the uurturc an<l ad• 
uioniti Jll of the Lrird. 

J t 1, not my intuition to rrcommencl particular mcthods 0f 

ir.~(ruct 01>. I:n:ry pan·nt !hould consult ~cripturc ~ud rra'­
sr,n, ()Jl tlie rnli l'C[; ancl ,Let accordingly. Yc·r,, permit ·me hl. 
c,L,nve, tl1at 01,·s t/'IH'ral mPan uf instructioniwill· be tlm,ughl 
tL,: c hai.:ud of pla11, ~11~ unaCfcctc<l·conn:r~11tioo: upo.n {illi~iofifi 



c1m•(ully ttv"i~ih!( rvery thin)( 1l11,t wmi.ld _tend to r,r<'judicc 
th<.>il',rnind~ ltigai'nst it, fttid nlwHy~ 111itkii1~ your discourses 
short, lc:~t you weary thl'tn. 'E11d(•avonr tn !earl tl,an t,, c-11-
q111re, us iii giving them answel'~, yo11!' ,;pportu11itil·~ fur im­
pnlving them will he much im:tc•us1·d. And as their mind, 
Cll,pnnd, unfold to thNn~ in a mote' panit'ular way, the plan 
of salvatiun .by l;hrisl, • • 

B~lm-c~ fri~·~ds, need J ~arf. any thing by way of .incitPmcnt 
t~ this dd1g~ tful ·~~ork'. Stirclr, the ~,•garrl you have for t1ic hap':' 
p.iuess 'Of your childn·n, the honour uf G•Jd, and the spre.td::­
ing of divine, truth through succeeding ages, are sut'fidc:nt to, 
auiinatr. your souls "i'th pure zeal, for this paternal office. 

Rem~mlicr you and I· must dit', and we· may die soon. 
T~is; •,thought caUs. for p1>esent exertion,- lest ·the· time be past 
'111ith us for ever. Wr, who now stand forth and defr.nJ religior, 
by,o,ur adherence -to it, l\'hC'thcr ilf p-ublrc or· private charac• 
krs, must shortly be laid in the silent grave .. To wbom ought 
we. to loo.k .for others to fill our places but to our children r 
·;;s: ';-riuch of their usefulness depends· u·pon the iustruction,­
•which, thry :receive in youth·, ·how imP,ortant it is for their 
'minds to lie stored with useful knowlrilgc. 
''.:Consi<lPF,if by your endeavours, with tl1e blessing or God, 
you lihould, lie succe~sful in bringi11g thein tu the knowl<:!dge of 
ttie truth, 11 hut joy, and. peace1 wiH· it ·atrord you in the dose 
·of lire,.,and _al the last great day, to present them with this 
rlivine ,exultation;''' llcre arri I, Lord, and the chrldreu thua 
ha~t gi~ieq me:" Jf, on the other hand, thry fx,comr slave11 to 
-~in, ,tl1ro11gb your neglect, how liittcr will be your rdkcticns ! 
and,-how will it rend your hearts, to be sep:iratrcl ,from them 
for ever. • • • 
, H yt)U prove fait)iful, who knnws the nuti1ber of mi11istfl"S 

that ma_v • issue fo1;th from :your w<'.'ll-instruct,'d fumilies, to 
proclaim the word of life to pour sinners, i1l"this·and other 
parts of the world. Thus t-he good tluwing from your exer­
tions, to future ages will Le• incalc11foble. God will be alo• 
rifierl, ancl the kingdom of his Son enlarged. 

0 

l\lauy uf your children partake of the benrfits resulting 
from Sunday .Schools: You ought to embrace the assist1111ce 
they ufkr,, n11d, in,tea<l of fri1s1 ratin•g tli11sc noble dcsigfl.i 
thnu1gh: i11diffi,rl'nc1·, contirm Loth 1.Jy pnccpt au,l example 
l\llit.J,ill.!J cudcavom· to inculcalc, 1'uu., ~I.Jui! you u-.iin up & 



AOl',D MtNljJT1ms1 FU'N!I, 

8ced to ~Cl"\'e _the T.onl, wl,id1 ,hall ris,• up to c-all you blcssC'd; 
prn\'I' your Joy h,·re, 1111d y1ll.1r c1ow11 ot n:joicing ii1 the last 
day. ily this means you "ill not mnl'lr pray the Lord hi tlie 
l1arw•st,. to raise up labourns, bul \\'ill actually fit 11rnn1· for 
111s grac,ou~ purposl'; and at Inst s1tli11g ,lown in thl' kingdom 
of h<'avcn with your bcloVl'd children, an.I, musin.~ upon the 
low of God, and the worth of 011e 1mmonal ~oul, vou will 
eternally glorify the fountain of-all mercy, that yo-ur fcl'.bll! 
rn.fcavours have been made 'instrumental in bringing many 
lions lo glory. • • 

A FB.IEND TO THE RISING RACE. 

~N ACCOUNT OF THE AGED MINISTERS' FUND~ 
' To the EDITOR. of the G. B. R. 

D£.,.R Sm, 

It gin•s, me pleasure to observl', that any of your corre~-· 
:Jlonrlents are alive lo a subjt"ct, which appears to me, at, least', 
worthy of the serious considnation of every member of the 
G Il. Connection. Your wortl1y Warwickshire correspondent, 
'5tyling himself " Epsilon,"· has endeavoured to call the atten­
tion of y-0ur readers, lo the making of a provision for those 
V<'nerablc ancl praise-worthy characters, who have wori1 
thL'msrlvcs out in the service of their Lord an'd Saviour. ' 

As a scarcity of ministers is so generally iicknowlcdgctl, an·d 
in many instances severely felt, it surely is a matter of pru:• 
·cJencc, to rrmove as much as may be, those difficulties and 
•cJiscouragc·ments, which deter those young persons, who have 
ministnial abilities, from engaging in the work. Would it 
not operate as an cnc-0uragement, when they saw that their 
brctlir<'n wuc solicitous, that, at that period to which they 

·are S() g<'nerally disposed to look forward with painful anxi,·ty, 
-that 1imc of decrepitude, or mt"ntal decay, which may renclt'T 
'tlwm incapable of providing for their earthly comforts, there 
siwuld be an hon-0urahle provi~iun matle for them. This 
1\ould c,·rtainly prove very grateful t-0 the ft·clings of all such 
who might be <li,post-d to undertake the ~acred work. 

The cliildrrn of this world appear wiser in their gP11cralion, 
llrnce \\(' find the statesman cH•cting hospitals, and endm1;• 
ing thua ~o luat their appearance strikes the bc•holdcr wiill 



ACCO(M(T OP A«JED' MINfSTJm'I' PITND, f'', 
•on<lcr nnd odmiration, And can the disciple of the Lorcf 
J1·sus Christ, he who is dl'stincd to live for ever, and whme 
greatcMt cure (next lo maki11g his own salvation ~re) is 1 ... 
propagate and extend the l,1•ndits of this salvation as wide as 
possible; can such an one fl'el indijferent to a plan which has 
for its ol,j1•ct, the cnconrngrmrnt of those who arc so mate­
rially engaged iu its propagation? To multiply words in so 
plain a case seems unueces~ary. Its importance will ba 
universally acknowledged, With respect to the methods to be 
pum1ed, various may be the opinions. Its practicabilitg 
docs not admit of a serious doul,r. From a very cursory vic1y 
of the suhjcct, according to your correspondent's calculation, 
after making due allowance fur hundreds, who ought not tr> 
be consiclercd capable of doi.ng any thing, it is easy. 

I have little doubt that " Epsilon" will feel pleasure ia 
hearing that a design, in some respects similar to that which. 
he has in Yiew, is now in being amongst us, anrl has becit 
acted upon fur some considerable, time, · 'fhc committee who 
have the management of it, feel concerned that so little atten. 
tion has been paid lo it; especially by seYcral of those whose 
interest jt is dcslgued to cm brace. But as they suppo,e a part 
of the cause is owing to its not being· sufficiently known, they 
arc desirous, by the means of the G. B. R. to give it that 
publicity which th~y-deem its importancc.dcscrws. 

The lnstituticn above alluded to is styl<'d the " AGEII 

l\InasTElls' FUND," and was established in the year 1808. 
It embraces the follo1ving objects, viz. 

1. To fumibh some assistance to AGED l\f1NISTER!!, whose 
powers of body and mind, as well at1 their time h~ been 
employee\ in the service of Christ, anll whom the inl!rmities 
of Age,. have rendered incapable of manual labour, or the 
discharge of the ministe1·ial functions. 

2, To assist indigent churches uho baye stated ministen; 
but who are incapable of making them. comfortable. 

3, To affor<l some aid toward defraying the expencc incur­
red by furnishing supplies fur such destittite churches, as arc 
th<•mselvcs unable to bear the whole of Lhe bur<lcn. 

The co111mitlr.c meet half yearly, vi:z. on the last Wcdncs­
d<l¼'s in April and October, at the G. Bapti~t Chapel, Lough• 
b~Pugh, at ten o'clvck1 at which time~dl cases arc tolljidt.,-cd 
au4 ~pnic~ paid. 

Aa. 



~6 A~COU~\' OF AOEO MINISTF.ns' ru~rn. 

Th<' f<illowing is R statement of m,mic~ that lia,c bl'Cll at 
cl ,ffncnt times received and paid, an<l also of the prc:;cnt 
still<: of the FUNDS of the lnstltuLiun. 

nccci,•e<l. oi- £. •.-d. Paid lo- £. ~. d. 
A,hlly Church 7 19 6 Austrcy Church • - . JO 0 0, 
A n!)trc,· ditto - • 1 0 0 Canhh,ell ditto . - - 20 0. 0 
Birmingham ditto . . i 0 0 Ast.ford ditto - 5 () 0 
Barton ditto - . . . 3 'l 6 Leicester, A O. L. ditto 15 0 (I 

Bruu:;htol\ ditto • . -u 8 6 Long ,v hatton . . - 20 0 0 
Cauldwcll ditto - - - 6 0 0 Kirkl>y Woodhouse ditto 2 5 I) 0 
K irkl>y Wood house ditto 1 6 9 Broughton ditto - - - 29 10 0 
Hinkley ditto - - . 45 12 6 Ipswich ditto - - - - 5 0 0 
Hugglcscote - . - - 12 14 6 " ltinerating expence; - 11 12 10 
Leake ditto . . . - 27. 3 6 Printing Lelters - - - 2 4 0 
Lei~ester, A. D L, ditto 5 5 0 Paper, «c. 0 8 8 

F. L. ditto - 10 tR 6 Lett,rs - . . - . 0 1 9 
Loughborough ditto • !:6 5 0 Mr. N. Pickering 20 0 0 
Long Whatton ditto . J 0 0 ' Mr, Tarratt • . 5 0 0 
Jfothle)• ditto • - . - 11 0 0 Mr, Thurman 7 . 0 0 
Q<:orndo11 ditto - . 22 14 6 ' . ----
,v oodhouse ditto 6 0 0 175 17 3 
Mr. Heard . 0 10 6 Balance in th~, Trea-
)Jr. T. Bennet(• - . l 10 6 &urer's hand5 , - . 51 13 7 
:!\lr. 8aunders • 1 10 6 '.--,-·-, 
1'1r. James Smith 1 1 0 127 10 10 
l\f r. I'. Bailey 1 2 0 
Hr. Pickering 1 0 0 
1'1r. Kirkman - 2' l 0 
°}ir. Fox . ,2 1 0 
•1 r. N. Pickering . - 5 0 0 
tmw:st 7 18 7 

----
227 10 10 

• At the former period of the Institution, lti_neracy was. one ()f the 
objects lhat it embraced, but it has since been found expedient to give 
it u_p. 

Signed in behalf o! the Committe, 

Lo11ghborougT,, 
Jwiuw~ 1,t; H114, 

Jo11N GAMll~I!, Secretary; . 
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AFFECTING CAL,HIITIES IN COAL MINES. 

To contemplate the dc-ep distrcsS-:in which our fellow crr:z• 
turcs a rl' soml'liml's involved, and the dreadful calamities that 
Lefal th~·m, may, if properly improved, produce a good 
effoct. It should kacb us, to rl'fkct· on the many fatal acci­
dc11ts to which human nature is ex'posed, and to li'O'e so as to 
bc- always prl'p:i.rcd to die-to commiserate those who arc 
called to suffer such hl'avy misfortunes-to be grateful to :i. 
go,id Provicll'nce who preserves us from them-and t,, bear 
with pati0nce those light afflictions which may be 1:i.irl upon 
us. . Tu 1•xcite ser.tirnl'nl~ like these, we lay before onr 
n-ad<•r,; tlie following melancholy narrative, lhe perusal uf 
which has clrtply alh-ctc:J us. 

T,he colliery at Felling, near Sunderlaml, began workin~ 
in 0cto.ber, I 8 l O : 1md was considert'd by the workmen .1~ 

the mmld uf perfection in the purity of its air, ~nd 9rderly 
arrang<·m•·nts. In it one hundred and twenty--eight persoos 
,,we consta1Jtly employed under ground. 

A bout half past elev'-'n o'clock, on the morn_ing or ~Jay, 
QSth, I 812, the neighbourhood was alarmed hy three lo_ud 
t•xplosio!JS from ihis colliery. The ll'lrtb • trembled for half a 
inilc• round the pit; the noise was heard to a distance of thrc~ 
vr four mill's ; and immense quantities of dust, being blowo 
to an amazing hcighl into air, covered the grouad to 1he 
extent of upwards of a mile. 

A crowd of 1wrsons soon collected at the mouths of the 
pit, <'nquiring for their husbands, pare11ts, ·sons, or brothers. 
On cxaminatioit, it appeared thKt, at the time of the explo. 
1ion, one hundn•d and twenty-one persons were in the pit; 
and it was. pruLable that they h:i.!l all perished. The machine, 
by which the workmeu cl<-scended, was rendered useless by 
the <'Xplosion; but a temporary one was immediatC'ly sub• 
slitut('<l; mul as no horses could be had at the moment, the 
men put their shouldrrs to the shaft3 of the gin, ~llll worked 
it with ustonishing rapidity. lkfore tweh·e o'clock, thirty­
two pc:r:;ons were drawn up aliv.-, and lhr dead bodies of two 
boys. These men happened to be near the shaft, at th,, tim<! 
of the explosior., and thl'n·fore escape<! with their live~, thou~n. 
dm;c .of them died. in a few hours. The frie1\_ds tif Lho~c "Lo 

Aa2 
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'"'re ~nw·d scrmrd for a time to ~u~i:r as much from C'XC'e~ <Jf 
_,,,y, as they had .i ust done from npprchl'llsion, The rrl:tti\"f'~ 
•f the eiglaty-sl'vcn, who ~till remained iu tlie miue, felt, i11-
c-n•,1~ing fears for their ~afl'ly. Thl'~e unfortunate men, at the 
time of the acci<len1, w,•rc ull employed iu the workings, at 11. 

.,ilist,lllCC from the general <·ntrancc; and, as thry had not Lc-,·n 
st>en "h rn the others were drnwn up, it was frare<l they had 
all P"ri,hed, 

:Soon after noon, nine men de~ccnded, and enclcarnurr<l to 
fin<l a part of the minr, 1, here many of thr persons missing 
liad been employed; but tlll·ir progress was intcnupted by ,t 

J11tro11g cho:ik damp. .Another passage was then uttempteJ, 
.v. ith no bctt,'r succrss; a5 the damp had filled the work, so 
as to extinguish thC'ir lights, and prevfnt their breathing. 
Thry hastened to escape; and before they were all uu_t of tl11 
~iiaft,.another explo~ion toqk place. Thi~ fillr<l the spccta<ors 
·with alarm for them, but they proYidcntially smtainl'll li11!11 
injury. On their landing on the surface, tln·y wrre e,1gerly 
'lucstio11cd by the anxious rrlatil'e:i of those who rC'mained iu 
tl.c mine; and their account augmented their despair. All 
.yeason:ible hoprs that the~o sufferers were ali\"e now. va11i~hcd, 
-as the damp must long ago have smofhen·d thci~,; and tlui 
!.mokc, which issued from the pits, shcwe<l 'too, evidently 
tl1at the works had caught fire. It was therefore proposed to 
fill up the mouths of the mine, anti thm, by excluding the 
.iir, extinguisq the fire. This, as it woul<l <l1•pri,:e them of 
.._,ycry hopr, the n•lativcs of the unfortunate victims. resolntC'ly 
<1pposC'd ; and in th~ height of their anguish cried , out 
" l\Iurder !" .The cle,1gn was then:fore d.cfnrcd, and numbers 
()f the, distressed su!vivors rC'mained all the Hight near the 
entrance of the mine, jo the vain hopes of hearing the voic& 
vf a husband, son, or brother calling for assistance. 

On l\lay, 27th, two attempt5 were. again muclc to penetrate 
into tuc mine, in srarch of the sufferers; but both were rcn• 
~l'rcd fruitle~s through the prernlence of the choak damp. 
As the most affectionate an<l sanguine had now given up all 
(•Xp<'ctation of tlll'ir prescrvat!on, and ~s the smoke_ from the 
5 1,:.dts C'ncrcas<'d, on the t'Hning of tl11,; <lay, all air was ex­
t I ud,·J by closin_~ up the pits. The mine_ continued closrd 
rill July 5; and during that gloomy and painful intnval, the 
.ti,tr~~~ uf lhc· rd..11iR·~ of the men who \\'l'li Lhu~ imwu!l<l iu. 
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fhe bowels of tl1e earth was greatly hcightrnrd, by many 
idle tales which the thoughtless or unfeeling circulated through 
the country. Some said that the sufferers heard the peopl~ 
that went 111!0 tl1e p:ts in st'arch of them; but could not speak 
loud en0ugh to be hnrcl. Others r<'ported that they bad 
hl'en found eating their shoes, and drinking drop! of water 
from the roof;. with various other rumours equally ab-
1111rd. 

Eight men dcsce11ded the pit, July 5th, and found a body 
near the entrance in so putrid a state that it could scarce h<a 
lifted into a shell. It being now found practicable to proceed 
in exploring the works; eighty-seven coffins were provid£,d 
and brought to the 1no4t].l of the pit: and, on July 8th, Iha 
alfecting search commenced. From that tilJlc to September 
19th, continued the h<'art rending scene of widows and_ mo­
thrrs cxll,mining tl1c bodies as they were brought to the sur­
face, to discover their husbands and sons: whose corpses, .in 
most instances, were too much mangled and scorched, and jn 
too putrid a stat<' to retain any of their features, and could 
only he recognised by tlu·ir clothes, and their tobacco boxes. 
The effects of the fire appeared on all: some were nearly 
torn in pieces; others appeared to ha,·e sunk down as onr­
powercd witl1 sleep. The eighty-sixth body was dug out, 
September '19th ; but the other body was never found. Four 
of these corpses were buried in single graves:. all the others 
were inkrrcd iu Ileworth Chapel Yard, in a trench, side by 
side, two coffin; deep, with a partition of brick and lime 
between. every four coffins.. The sole)Iln event was impro,;.ed,. 
ju an approp1:iak sermon, by the Rev. John Hodgson, which 
was published for the benefit of the s\)niving rdaiiHs. From 
the account subjoined to tbis ser1non, the foregoing particulars 
liaw been extracted. • · 

Aft.er the~e affecting • scenes, the • .:oUier.y re-co111m~nced 
working; and ,,ent on rl'gularly till Dccember 24,th, 1813 • 
.At two o'clock in the morni11g of that <lay, lh<' ncig,hbourhood 
was aga•in alanmd by a trrmendous t,xplo·sion of the sam(} 
min<'. Owing pruualily to the early hour whrn 1he a,c1dent 
l1appened, its victims wne less numerous: yet it is painful 
t-0 relate, that, on this occasion, nine mu1 and thirtet•n boys 
lost their lives, dnd that. eight widows and l'ightl-en orph<Ul! 
•'ere left to lawcnL L~eir untimdy fat1:, 

Aa3 



AFFUCTINO CALAMI'rIU 

It is p1<'asing to turn from th<'se awful inci,lrnts to ollirrir, 
in wl,icl1 the goodnC'ss of :111 on~r-ruling Providence has been 
('on~picuou~ly manifl·stt'il, in the almost mirnculous prrsl'l'\'a• 
tion and c!ehwrance of prrsons in similur circumstances. 
'The works of a coal.pit, nt Ilradlcy, in Srnffordshire, fell in, 
<111 Tuc~day, August 19th, 1812, nntl buried deep in the 
cnth, eight men and two Loys. Seven of the men had win•,, 
four of them pr<'gnanl; and in the whol-<' t"rnty-four chi-I~ 
clrcn. Though all hopes of s1n·ing their livcs wrre ahancloncd, 
their comrades resolved to find thi::ir bodies. Thry immedi­
.:at~ly ddl'rminl'd to cut a way tu them from a n1•ighuouring 
r,it, through an extl'nt of sc:wnty yards of solid coal. Thu 
'\1ork was instantly begun; and by incessant and strenuous 
.exertions, by 1lay and night, carried· on with. uncxpl'cted 
:r~pi<lity, till one o'clock 0n the 1\londay noon. At.that liour 
the communication was opt'ned, and the exertions •of tire 
",\orkmcn \1erc amply rewarded, by finding scn·n of thc--ml'JI 
-~ 11d the t\ro boys alive. These were immediately conwyed 
;o their Lomrs in a coach, and by proper caro) in a shnrt 
'lime r<'Co\·ercd their strength. They had been indos~d in the 
Lowcls of the earth, nt'arly seven days, and subsisted solely 
<,n a little wntcr, which dropped from the roof of the- works, 
,-nd was c,iught by them in a small iron pan, The body of the 
t'i::hth man was dug 011t of the rubbish; on the Wednesday 
fol lo\\ ing. From the rrport of thos~ who escaped, it appeared, 
H!2.t, a short time prior to this accident, a part of the roof 
~;.od fallen in and formed a kind of bank, upon whic-h the 
men providentially ~ave<l thcmsl'iws. The sound of the work-, 
rnrn had bern heard all tl1t• time by those in the pit, who had 
~·ndcavourc<l to c!irrcL them by knocking against the coal ; 
liut this ,,as not l:eard till four o'clock on Monday IT)Oming, 
":1en a voice was heard to say, " lio. to the left:" This ani-
11121,·d the workmen to :;till greater exertions, which were a; 
·kn61h crowned with ~uch pleasing success. 

GENERAL BAPTIST OCCURRENCES. 
OBITUARY, 

OctobC'r 31st, 181 I, dil'd, l\11. WmLIAM STANG'E!t, of 
Spalding, Lincnln~hire, aged fifty-five years. He was deacon 
<if the G. ll. church at Spaid mg, and used the office of a dea• 
c0n well, lfo life and comc1;;ation ado1'Ded liis chri$.tian 
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profrseion, nn,1 gainrd him till' r<·spert of his lYrctrlrl'n, anti ii· good 
fl'(Jort from thPm who \Vl'l'C' ,drl1out. In his 111st illnl·8s, which 
l'•,is short, his wul was comf.,rtablj supp•,rtcd; he had a good 
l1ope through gracr, ar.d gave a pl1·a'.Hng evidence t~iat he di<'1l 
in the Lord. His remain, w1•I·e intC'T(l'd in the G. B. burying 
ground, and his death wa~ improved by Mr. Everard, from 
Psa. xxiij. 4-. "Though 1 walk through the valley of the 
~hadow of death, &c." 

l\Irs. E,·EnA nD, the wife of Mr. Ricliarcl Everard, of 
Spalding, ,died Scptembl'r 6, 1812, aged thirty-seven yrars;. 
She was formrrly a member of the G. B. Church, ChnrcL­
lane, Whitl'chapl'I, London; hilt for some trmc previ~us to 
her deceas<', had bl'cn a membrr of the G. n. Church, at 
Spalding. Her convC'rsation was highly exr·mplary; in her 
the christian and the lady were happily uniterl; She was an 
honourablr. and useful mPmbcr of' the Church, a guod wife~ 
11 kind benefactress to the poor, especially to such as were af 
the household of faith; and W3.ll highly esteemed for htr works' 
!ake. 
. It pleased Goel, doubtless in wisdom ancl lo\·r, to lay on 
her.his afflicting hand, and to confine her for maay months 
to a bed, of languishing. Her disorder was a cururnmplion, 
which ·was very gradnal in its progress. Lrng did she groan, 
bcjng' burdened,, and, many wearisome days and nights wne 
appointed. :unto: her; but she bore all ber afflictions with 
-Christian patience. , In· the fOi"mer part of her ii Ines,, the 
.enemy was permiHcJ to buffet her, and sbe sometimes com• 
plained 'that her soul was under a cloud, her hope was m>t 
.lively, nor her future prospects bright. This however did 
•.not continue long: .he.r affiictious ~\'ere greatly sanctifietl-thl? 
Sun of righteousness arose 110d shone upon her soul, and his 
_grace was sufficient fo1, her. ·~\s h_er outward man gradually 
.decayed; :her inward ma11 .wail evidently rem,wcd day by day : 
her faith grew strong, her hopes lively, and her prospects 
bright; her soul was satisfied with J<~y ancl pe,1cc. Death 
was di'sanncd of all its .tcrror,,and she could welcome him as a 
kind mes~eng,e.r to conduct her home to her father's house: 
frequently contemplating his approach, and saying, with per­
fect resignation ·and peace, " Dl'ath, thou ma.> st come!" In 
this happy frame of spirit, she fr•ll astecp in the Lunl. H,,r 

•Jnvrta.l part was interred m. thc G. n. buryillg gru\lll<l, anll 



w;, 11. occunnrs~cM·. 
:Mr. H. F.vC'rard prear!u,d hl'I" fml<'ral cliscoursr, frnm Car. v. l. 
" For we know that if our carthl) house of this tabl'l'IHlrll" 
Wl'rr diss,>lwd, we have a building of <.iod, an hom,u not made 
'\\ith hand~, C'l<'rnal in the hca\'cns," 

Mr. Rn:s :\·lo11.GAN was born nrar Lan<lils, C11rmarthrn­
-sl1irc. llis fathl'r dying when he was young, he was l<.ft t:o 
thr care of a pious mother, whose earnest cndl'avours to bring 
him up in thr nurture and admonition of the Lorcl, and to warn 
him of the snarl's of sin, were instrumt·ntal in fixing early serious 
impressions on his mind. In 1771, he remo\'cd to Birming,, 
ham, and for some time associated with the mcthodi,ts ; but, 
king convinc,·cl of the divine appointment of believer's bap­
tisu,, he joi11c<l the G. B. Church in that town. His attach­
ment to the came of his Saviour was strong, and he appeared 
to \o,·e the Lord with all his soul. As long as his health per­
miacd, he was diligent and punctual in attending the public 
nirans of grace, and was, through his whole vrofossion, eminrnt 
for private devotion. Like David of old, his delight was in the 
l:L\, of the Lord, and in that did he meditate day and night. 
His conversation in the world was remarkably circumsprct. 
He studied to he <1uirt and meddled not with the concerns of 
others. His sober carriage and conscientious conduct bespoke 
a mind derply impressed with the importance of eternity. 

As he advanced in years, his health dt·clined: This led 
him to examine closdy the state of his soul ; and to reflect 
frequently on the shortness and uncertainty of life!. In Octo­
ber, 1812, his dt•ath was almost hourly expected; but, at 
this trying time, he expressed his strong confidence in the 
blood of his Saviour, and said he was determined and enabled 
.to venture his all on Je~us Christ. When his pains were most 
violent, he would say " Father not as I will, but as thou 
wilt." On receiving a little respite from his anguish, he said, 
'' I sball soon be where the weary are at rest;'' and would 

A>ften repeat 
" Jerusalem ! my happy hnme, 

Oh ! how I long for thee ! 
When shall ID) labours have an end? 

Thy ju) s, whl'n shall I set•?" 
To his minister, who was visiting_ him, he addressed this 
.sukmu exhortation, " l'rl'a(h the truth, while you have 
~\.l'CD&th-bc filjthfal ; you must die, an'1 at las~ &ive ~ 
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accouut." To l1is c:liil1ln·n, he w~s -rC'ruliarl_, affertir,n;-ite; 
and earnrstly 'cxhot'tl'rl tliem to live near to Gnrl. ft gnvc 
great pleasure to hi's pious soul to sec th\'m enq11iring the "ay 
to hcaVC'II: may they ull at last m<'r! him in tbat happy stat('. 
At one timC', his disorder nlrntcd, atl<l a lwp<• was indulgr.d of 
his rccovr.ry. He app<'arc<,I _ perfrctly T('~ignPd to tllP clirnie 
"'ill ; ancl said, if he was rl'~tort'd l,is busines, should bC' to 
publish the sinners' Friciid. 13-ut.it 11as- <>therwise df-termint·d: 
for, on January 1st, 1813, hecnteredintorest. Jntlwm-.1r 
prospect of his clepartun~. he exclaimccl, " A 11 is well?" :\Jr. 
Chcatle improved the ev<'nt, in a discourse, frum Acts xxi. Ui. 
" An old disciple;" a title to which his' early attention tr> 
divine things ancl steady per~cvcrance, even _to old age, in 
obedience to the Lord Jesus, gave the deceased a pl'culiar 
claim, 

Nov. 17, 1813, died ]Vliss Er.F.ANOR RATCLIEF, agC',! 
.nint•tecn years. S_h1i was haptizo.>d 1\lar. 29, l 8_12, and juinl'd 
the G. ll. Chmch at Spaldiug. She was highLy est1•emr,l ·by 
J1<'r Christian fricmls; an<l could th!'ir l·arnest prayers han1 
prc\·.riled, her place would not so sotJn have been ki"t empty. 
She had much of the mind that 11-as in Clirist-lond her GoJ 
and her Sriviom·, and all who lov!'cl the Lord Jesus in ,itrce­
rity.;...imd was a11 example 1;1 ym,ng Christians in faith, tow, 
obedience, and zt•al for the cau,e of truth. l\Iany lamcntL·<l 
that so fair ll 1-lowc'r should be cut down before its prime; hut 
those who lovcd·hcr L!'st, bowed in silent rnbmission to Him 
who does all t,hings well. The complaint that brought hl't to 
the grave was a consumption, under which ,he suffered m1:1cb. 
for ten months. During her affliction she found Christ pr<'· 
cious, and his grace suflicit'llt, The promises of Goel \H'fa 

lier sup_port. , Though all lwr l'arthly prosp<'cls were thus un• 
expectedly cut short, yet she express!'d no anxious wish for 
life, but rathc1· desired tt1' depart anti be "'ith Christ. 1-kr 
remain~ were interred at Fleet, and :'II r. Burgess, at hor re­
quest, cle!i,•ercd an excellent and appropriate discour~c,. on 
1he occasion, from P5a, ciiL 15, 16, and 17. " .-\s for man 
his clays arc as grass: as the flower of the fie-Id so Lt· l1ou• 
risheth : for the ll'ind pa~seth over it, and it is go:w; and tho 
place tb~rcof shall know it no morl', But the mercy uf the 
Ldi:'cl Is 'from 'evcrl:l.sling to nrrbsting.'' l\Jay t1c sokmo 
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nrnt lw bk~sccl to all concerned, but specially to her young 
f1w11ds. 

lt 1, with sinccr<' rC'grC't, that we record the dl·nth of our 
l,i~lily e,tecnlC'd fril'nd, the HEv. !\Jn, BunGEss, of Fleel, 
Lincol11s+iirc, who <l"parted this lifo Dec. II, 18131 in the 
Mts ninth year of his age. As we have reason to hope, tlrnt 
we ~kill be enabled to give a biographical sketch of his life 
:rn<l l~liours iu the next number, ef the G. B. H. we omit at 
1;r,suJt any furth('r parlicu Jars. 

ORDINATION OF DEACONS. 
Lord's Day, Oct. 3, 1813, seven pl·rsons were ordained, to 

tl,,· utlicc of deacon~ in the G. B. Church, at Quee11shen(I, 
Yorkshire. In the morning, Mr. James Taylor, 11f Hcp­
lon~lal I Slack, who had Ul'Cll in\'ited tu assist in· the sacred 
•wurk uf the <lay, <lelivert>d a discourse from .J,.,T:im; iv. 1(1. 
•· Take Ul'<:d unto thyself:" which he addres!ied"gencrally • t.'.I 
thc c,-ngregotion at large; but more particularly--tq professors· 
of n·ligiuu; with a few \\·onb tu officers in churahes~• .. 

The afternoon service was peculiarly inte1.es.tip,ga.-. Tho11gh 
n0 notice of the intended onlination could be givcrt)before that 
morning, it is supposed that above one thousand ;K~ai'ei:r. were 
crow<lc-cl into the mtt>ting-hou$e, ·be~i<le many at•>thn doors 
l:ln<l windows. As it is more than forty ytars since the mi-
11istrr of lhe place \\'as or<lainc<l, it is probable that many in 
this large congrc-gation were entire strangl'rs to such sacred 
worl.. The service was begun by singing, and reading, 2 
Tim. iii. ~Ir. James Taylor thm deliverc:d an i11trorluctory 
discourse of. considrr,.blc: length. After this, the se\·en cnndi­
dall'S for the deacon's office st0od up in the table pew, in the 
orrlcr of their ages, and a few words being addrl'ssed to them 
to affect and encourage their min<ls, .!.\Ir. J-ihnTaylor, their 
O\\'ll pa~tor, offered up the ordination prayer, and then, to­
gcLher \1 i1h '.\Jr. Jame, Taylor, laid hands on them, according 
to the 1Jriginal preccd(nl. Acts vi, 6. This being pcrfurmecl, 
the ~cwn brethren ruse from their knl'cs, an<l \1ere atfrc• 
tiunatdy rccummcn<lcd to the <livinr blessing through tlwir 
future li\c:s dn<l labours in the deacon's office. The pr.her and 
n:c"mm"'ndation ,rc·re att!'stcd by the hl'arty Amen of many 
i11 the cur:greg.ation. Aft(T the singing of a hymn, i\lr. 
JJ;ucs Taylur <ldiyc:n:<l ;. charge, partly to the deacons, and 
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pntly to tbc church, from 1 Tim. v. 17. "Let th1i ciders 
th,1L rule well, be counted worthy of double hnnour, f•Sp(•cially 
they wlio la.hour in the word and doctrine." The whole ser­
vice wus conclndcd with sincrinrr and prayer. May the soll'mn 
transactions of this clay be bh~1e<l by tht• supreme Head of 

·the church to great and la~ting benefit of tbat christian so­
cil'ty. Thli' name, of lh() deacons arc, T. Wilkinson, George 
Andrew, R. Riley, J,,~hua Robertshaw, Joseph Andrew, John. 
Jilidglcy, and .Michael Stocks. • 

CoNFF-RE!',CES, 

The LucESTERSlll RE Co~ FT-. llE'.; c& was held at Castle 
D.om1i113ton, Dec, 28, 1813. Mi;1i;,tr:rs presrnt were, :\lessrs, 
Smith, Pollard, Rogers, Brand, \\'cstky, Orton, Grc~:-i, Pike, 
Ingham, Ftc>lkin, Wilders, Barrow, Stnt'mon, l'ickcring, &c. 
1n the foreoooll Mr: Orton preached, from I-kb. i.-;, 14.; 
and. intheevening, l\Ir. Pikl', from l Cur. v. 14, 1.5. At 
this meeting-supplies were arrangc<l for t:-;uttin;han,-'.\Ir. 
l\Jos,, minister of the Particular Baptists at- Bu~tu11-11pon• 
Treut,1 liaving changl'd his sentiment~, a11d being <lcsirous of 
joining om· C-onnection, was advised to nnite \\:ll: tl,e G. B. 
Church of Caulclwell, and in conjunc1ion with ~hem, to look 
out for a,.!luitable place al Burtc,n ll> preach in; but wll to 
keep in view the building of a meeting-house : and to bring 
the case ~the next Conference :-It was agrPcd, upon proper 
inquiry, to.take no further notice of i\Ir. Sht>go, or his fol. 
Jowers,; '.;(See,G. B. R. vol. v, p. 232.) Mr. Smith rc'Portcd, 
that a vcry,favourable opening for the establishing a G. B. m• 
terest presented itself at Sheffield ; and l\Ir. Fdkin wa:; re­
quested to go and preach to the friends in that place. 

The YoRKSHtni,; CoNFEltE~CE met at Hepsto11stall Sl:1.ck. 
Mr. Hollinrak~ preached from 1 Pet. v. 7. At tlm Conre­
rc::nce, it was recommended to the churches to aclmit the Ips• 
wich case the next sumrr.C'r :-Supplies were arra ngrd for the 
north of Lincolnshire :-The meeting being informc,l ti1at 
there was a prospect of preaching being easily intro<luccJ i,1to 
Stockport, l\lr. Hodgson was <lesircd to make the n,ccssury 
inquiries previous to the next conference :-This mectrng Jlso 
concluded that it was improp(:r for unor<lained miw~tcJs to 
ti~miuistcr tli.c: Lord's supper. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

Tur: C11t'r:.cn or Cnr:.rsT A~D TIJE Ctnrucn or ENISLANJ> 
l'l)'.'IPAHED; tcith Obscn•ationson D1ssENl', Sc111sM, ~·t·. 

in a LETTF.l\ to tl,c Rm. G•:<•IWE IIUTTON, D. D. Vicar 
q/ Sultcrf<m, ~-c. ~-c.: occasio11ccl by reading liis Third 
Dialogue 1citl1 liis Pal'isliio11cr Jolm. By JoHN B1ssuL, 
Srn. pp. 0::4, Price ls. 

Sold by the AuT11011., S11tlerton; NonLE, Boston: 
\\'1LK1Ns, DCl"b!f; PoLLAllD1 Quor11don ,· an<l liuTTON 
and :\IA~ N, London. 

The worthy Vicar of Suttcrton, like a good son of the 
Church of E.ng1an<l, in who~e favours be liberally shares, is 
,·cry acti"c, it seems, to promote the interest o(his b_ountiful 
patronC's,. In these grateful e.xC'rtinns, he found"'.fhe Disscn-· 
tns ,too<l much in his way, and used vario;u_s methods _to 
i-.1\ur,:- <lr compel them to conform. At last he condescended 
to address thrm from the press. In his publications, he 
cl1argcd them with hring guilty of schism; n~ repeatedly 
ca\kJ upon thc·m either to defend tlfrir S(•paratiun from the 
c-stablislunf'nt, or to return into her hosom. 11i-:, B. fearing 
their siknce migbt be construed into disrespect, or cstec_mcd 
the l'!frct of a bad cause, has accepted the challenge; and, 
in thC' pamphlet before us, has attempted tu justify the disscn• 
1cr,, c~pecially the General Baptists, in this separation. 
'1'his be does, by comparing the name, the brad, the: rnem• 
bl'rs, the ofticers, the ordinancrs, and many other important 
particulars of the Cl1urch of Christ, and the Church of 
Eugland ; and shewing that they are totally different the one 
from the othrr. From this comparison, he concludes that, 
ho\1c1 er sinful it may be to separate from the Cliurch of 
Cliri~t, it i, the duty of cwry true follower of Jesus to sepa­
rate from the Church of England. The remainder of the 
tracl is occupied with remarks on .some of the Dr.'s positions, 
aad in ,·indicating the tenc:ts and practices of the Diss<"nlers 
froru the misrepresentations of the Dr. The subject of this 
workj u<'arly concerns en•ry G. It and it is treated in a 
man1ier that will render it interesting a1;1d usc>fi.l, Onlcrs for 
it nrny b<.: sl'llt to the I::Jitor of the G. ll. R, 
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l\IISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION. 

Jn the la~t r,umber -or the G. B. R, we introduced lhe 
subject of Religious Beuefi,t Societies, and solicited informa­
tion r~p<'cting similar institutions established in our churches. 
,vc have received, in conscqumcC', several valuable commu­
nications; but, as the suhjtct is impona11t and deserves se­
rious consideration, we have deferred it to the next volume, 
We trust ,\·e shall theu be enabled to give it proper attention 
by slating, not untried theories, hut the results of actual 
experience, We therefore continue to invite our con-espon• 
,dents, who are col\nectecl with institutions of this nature, 
especially ,vith such as arc of some standing, to transmit to 
.us the regulations, numbers, advantages and success of their 
J"Pspcctive societies, that the subject may be brought forward 
jn the most satisfactory manner. 

We bP.g leave also to announce that the First Number of 
the History of the Ntw Connection is published; and that 
the names of the Subscribers continue to be received by the 
·Editor of the G. B. n. We likewise venture to remind the 
several church!'s of the necessity of stnding Replies to the 
Queries,' im;crted in the G. B. H. No. XXVIII, page 185. 
Several churches have sent Answers : and it is earnestly re­
quested that those which have not, would iTllmediately attend 
to it . .l\luch i11tcr!'sting information has likewise been obtained 
respecting the General Baptists of the Seventeenth Century; 
but it is presumed, that much more might be collected from 
old church bnoks, an<l the early publications· of the G. B's. 
It is hope«!, that every well-wisher to the <ltsign will exert 
,himself in supplying materials fonhis important part of the 
History ; and, it ought to be ket't in mind, that intelligence 
for tlns·department must be' t•arly to be usrilll. T,he Author 
is anxious to rendt·r the wurk as useful and instructive as pos­
sibl«-; but his ability to do this .Jepends,-in a gr<'at de9,ree, 
on the matl'rials t11111smittt'd to him, as he caniwt visit 1he 
diflcrent parts of the kingdom to cu.lkci.inlui-wation. 

Db 
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INDIAN SEEKERS, 

El.'tract of a Letter from K1:ce.tlwoo, tli.e Indian llfis_. 
1,io11ary. 1 he class of rcligio11,s mrndirnnts callrd Utitliis anq 
l\lahuntas have long been in search of trne religion; lut 
knew not whc-re to find it. NL1w they hear the gospel of 
Chri~t, and lwgin to thi.nk, "What ran ,1e do? How shall we 
abidl· in tll(' commands of this Saviour r" They frcqurn1ly come 
to ~cc u~, and enquire more nnd more rrspec1ing the gosprl : 
a few of tlwm l1a\·e been baptized.-li mong 1h,·st• ka,krs oi 
,ect~, is lL1m-doolal11, who is sai<l to ha,e 011c hundred thuu­
fanJ c!isciplC's: they have no rewrcncc for tht• gods. A 
Sl'concl leader is Nccla-dasa \\ ho may have tive h1111dn~d dis­
ciples. These rat- witb, us. A third lcackr is Shi\:t-rama­
,b~a who !,a~ about five thousand <liscipks. for a considcr­
:.bic timP back, we havtc been preaching to them, and a few 
of ,~><.·m ha,·e been baptized. A fourth lradtr is Rusa-raja, who~g 
<lisc11;ks amount to above one thousand. Some of his fol­
lo,,crs h,.J\'e been bnptiz,0 d. A fifth lc·,Uc·r i:; Ilurc-dasa, who 
l1as :!bcut five hun<lre<l disciples: 5evc-ral of whom have bren 
b:i;11:zc<l ; and there arc hopl'S of the h·ader himsrlf. Prem­
ch,:.1, another lrud<>r of a con~idcrnh!" · srct has, after a long 
um,it!e:-lllion, anu trav!·lling to Scrnmpore for instruc1ion, 
~h_iured F;1gani~m and embracl'd Chri~tianity. He and se• 
Hr,,1 t,f h:s follu•.vrrs have been bap1ise<l. The pcopll! wcra 
strnck \Yith nstm,:~hmcnl at the cbn\'C'rsio11 of this man, nnil 
~,i:1, "Our cast r.1ust.11ow go: he\\hom- we 1•r·gardcd as a 
,, .,;c• m,rn, bus cmbruccd this new w:.iy; ,,,hat _shall we uow 
&fJ ?" 

LINES, 
Ori :he DEATII of the Aun10R's INFANT, a fine Boy, aged 

:,c.Ln months, aftn u frw <lays illness, Drc. 14th, ltH3. 

IIow fbort our cor.-iforts ;'Ire bdow ! 
!low dasl,'d the cup of lifL• 11 ith woe! 

Our plca~urrs mixt with smart! 
While we t·ar<'ss the faaricd joy, 
Grim death stands r<'ady to dcstro1 

'fhc i<lvl of oui- hl art. 



l'OETRY~ 

A little idol T pom·,t, 
And ,l1•1•m'd mysf'lf ~uprcnwl_v blest, 

With William in my arms; 
Cheer'cl with his infan-t srn1fcs, elate, 
Angels, I !'nvircl not your stat", 

Enraptur'd 11 ith hi~ charms. 

My Goel ! for.give me, when I say; 
Death robb'cl me in that dismal day, 

Of what my soul hrlcl dn1.r: 
Bchi11d th9se bright blis~-bt'.arning eyes, 
I litlle tliuught that ·n disguise 

The monster's dart was there. 

Yet so i't was-four clays and nights, 
lla<l wing'd away their hasty flights, 

Since the clisease began; 
And 011 the fifth, the fatal day, 
In ruins lay the beauteous clay, 

The earthly pride of man. 

An<l shall I wish him back to me?' 
And thus arraign the just decret', 

Tliiat tore him from my bn•ast: 
Perhaps, if he had longer stay'd, 
He from the paths of truth had stray'd, 

An<l miss_'d·his hrnv'nly rest. 

Escap'll from all the sins am! snares, 
A world of woe, anri anxious cares, 

He sets God's smiling face ; 
,vith pow'rs cnlarg'd to comprehend, 
The ecstacics which n1:ver encl, 

_In Jesus' lov'd cmuracc. 

0, cheeri,!g sight! 0, blessed place! 
No more IC'! impiou~ tears Jisgrace 

l\Jy unbelieving eyes: 
But faitli rcsign'd and luve divine, 
Support my stqis, till I shall j0ia 

.My darling_ia th..: skies. 

M.:1~!:tlUS, 



~80 TIIE Ull'OllTANC:E or " MINUTE, &c~ 

THE I:\IPORTANCE OF A l\lINUTE', 
FOR NEW YEAR'S DAY. 

A l\II1"UTE ! bow soon it is flown, 
And _\<'t how important it is! 

Gon calls C'v'ry ITil1mt•nt h ol\·11; 
For all ')UT cxislence is s 

,And though we may waste them in folly und rlay, 
Ilc notices each that we squander away. 

Why sh,iuld we a minute despise, 
Ilccausc it so quickly is o'er? 

We knuw that it rapidly flies, 
And, therefore, should prize it the more~ 

Another, indC'C'd, may appear in its stead, 
But that }Heciou.s minute for evt:r is fled, 

'Tis easy to squander our years 
In iclkness, folly, and strifo ;·· 

But oh ! no rrpcntance or tears 
Can bring back one moment of life. 

Rut time, if well spent, and improv'd as it got'S, 
Will render life pleasant, and peaceful its clo~e, 

And whm all the minut-cs are past-, 
Which Goo for our portion has giv'n, 

We ~hall cherrfully welcome the last, 
If it safely conduct. us to Heav'n: 

Th,! value of time may we all of us see, 
:Not knowing how .near our last minute may be, 

END OJ' VOL, V. 

-J>oe-<1-

J'sinted b1 J, S1t111v.t:N1 R~tclilf Hil:,hway, i,Qpdon; 




