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‘THE EXPOSITORY TIMES.

e

Qlofw of (Becenf @xpomfton. .

'Mr. ArTHUR C.‘BENSON has for some time been

contributing to the Church Family Newspaper a
weekly. article under the general but well-chosen

title of * Along the Road.’ In one of the weekly
issues the title of the article itself is ‘ The Search,’
That is a very ill-chosen title. The title of the
article ought to have been ‘ The Elder Brother.’

‘I had a strangely intimate talk some years ago
. with a friend of mine. I say strangely intimate
because, though I had known him for long, he had
never opened that particular door- in his mind: to
mie before, and I found myself in a very unfamiliar
place ; indeed, the experience was as strange as if
one” perceived. 3 door in a. house that one knew
well; and, opéning it, found oneself in a room the
very existence of which one had never suspected.
And, to carry the parablé a little further, I felt the
same sort of stupidity about my own dull percep-
tions as 1 should feel about the concealed room.
1 should say about the house, * Of course, I ought
to have seen that there was a great space in the
ground plan of the house not accounted for, and
I might have been more curicus ta know how it
was taken -up.” Just so I felt about my friend’s
mind, because this new corner of it exp]amed
so much,’ L
—_—

That is how Mr. BENSON begins., And if we are
ever: going to. understand’ the Elder Brother, so

. Vor, XXII,~~Noa. 1o.—JuLy 1911, -

he had thoughts.

that we may escape. hls elder- brotherlmess, we are‘
sure to be greatly hélped. by studying him in.a;
living friend. This friend of Mr. BENsoN was.
wealthy and ‘in a sense famous.’ . ‘
unmarried man—which Mr, BENSON seems to say’
the Elder Brother was likely to have been. More-
over, he spent his time in- doing things which for
the 'most part could. ]ust as well have been left un- -
done. He attendéd meétings of Societies in which

. he was not 1nterested But he had ‘to fill in every:

minute ‘of his time in some way, - For (and here is
the point of ‘it) he could never be left alone thh

himself, -

‘I now see;’ says:Mr. BENSON, ‘that hefwasf just:
afraid of his own thotghts,’ And thatis itself.a
singular thing. It is singular because it shows that
Mr. BENsoON says that the man
who has thoughts is singular. But he is still more
singular in being afraid of them. Well, one day,
after Mr. BensoN and he had dined together,

 ‘with that kind of simplicity that can only be
attained by wealth,’ in his finely-appointed house

in London—after they had dined together, he
suddenly said .with: great seriousness that he felt
rather bitterly, now that his life was neatly over—
he was a man of between sixty and seventy—that
he had somehow lost his way, and that he had
always ‘been bustlmg about on the outskirts of
life, : ’

.He was alsoan’ ~
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He told Mr. BENsoN that the trouble was. due
to his never having married. Which leads -one to
be almost certain that the Elder Brother was. an
unmarried man. He said that if he had had a
~ wife and children, * 4 fretful invalid wife and some ill-
conditioned, ungainly children,’ it would have been
different with him. But being unmarried he had

never had a chance to li;vé, and it was to hide ‘,
* himself: from his own thoughts, his -thoughts™ of--

his life’s futility, that he occupied his time so
" assiduously.

Mr. BENsoN reminded him that he had friends
to whom he had shown himself friendly. He ad-
mitted it. ‘But it is not that that T mean; it is
just the lack of the essential foguch of life that I
have missed”’ And then he said, *It is just the
_difference between looking at'a tiger .through the
bars. of a- cage, and meetlng it face to face in.a
]ungle -

g «»Itiis not that there is no other way of meeting.
the uncaged tiger face to.face than by marrying.
Marrying :does™ not -always -do it. Mr. Benson:
- told- his. friend .of :a. wise' old lady who said that
“mﬁrriage is very much like anything else.” It is
only that this rich man felt that if -he had been
compelled to do that which cost him sacrifice,
sharp skin-piercing sacrifice, such as he would have
had if he had married: a fretful wife, then he would
have been able. to-live.  He had notlived. He
h,ad:never once really had his back to the wall.

< *Well, said Mr. Bensow, *that’s a mournful
tale ; .but let me ask a question, i it is not im-
pertinent. I have always thought you a.religious
man--what has that-meant to your’ .
- *Ah;’ he said, “that's::a hard questiont  I.somes
times seem to. have come into that too easily, to
have . inherited  it; like :my wealth.. It has always

been ‘to ‘me-a beaitiful and~uplifting thing.;: but

- now that.I am-old, it -séems to. me that T have
- hever:paid a price:for it :: I have never:found the
- narrow gate, with pain. and difficulty. It has been

" gone astray and known it.

| appeared in 1908.

a procession, not a pilgrimage. I have never logy
myself to find myself. I said that I had lost my
way; but that is not at all-the same thing ag
losing oneself ; one only carries one’s burden more
consciously than ever! And though I am nhot
ungrateful for my religion, it has not- only not
simplified things for me; but it has madé thmgs
more elaborate, because it has mtroduced more
motives into it ‘all,-and: 1ncreased the- complgmty
of life, Religion, to be vital, must be the one
constraining impulse, not one of many attractive
influences.’

O wise Elder Brother! Not a word of com-
plaint—for why, there is not even a younger
brother coming home to vex him. If he had but
‘For the saving. thing,’
says Mr. BEnson, ‘is to feel like the Psalmist, I
have gone astray like a sheepthat is lost.” " .

The Bishop of Bloemfontein is the author of
three books. The first is the most original,. But

its title, e Spirit of Min, was unattractive, and

only a: few petsons made its. discovery. - The

| second was. called dra Coel; a title with a strong

Ruskin suggestion, and- this was supported. by the
sub-title, ¢ An Essay in Mystical Theology,’:' So
the second book made:a considerable impression.
The Spirit.of Man was published as long ago. as
1891, but it should be looked for-yet.  dra Coelt
‘ ‘The third book s just: pub-
lished. Tts title:is Fuith and Experience (Methuen ;
3s. 6d. net)

The idea of the book is that our supreme need

- | is knowledge — which is. quite true, sometimes

glaringly soj; and that knowledge : can: be: made
ours only by. the combined exercise. of faith -and
experience. . Experience. of a miatter . does not
énable us to say. we know it for it may: not he
worth knowing, and knowledge is a great. thing:
To say that we know pain because we have had
toothache for six weeks iw to degrade: that word
from-its high estate.. . Knowledge: is: partly: of the
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-unseen.

application of ‘the great word knowledge.
be a matter of faith.

But, again, we. cannot say that we know a thing
when we have exercised faith upon it. We tnust
take it into our experience. . We must give it time
to reveal itself to us ; we must give ourselves time

' to trust to its reality. . When Abraham (or any one
else) goes out to seek a country, he goes in faith,
but he does not know-the God who has sent him
yet. He must experience that God.in the day of
the laying of Sarah in the grave, the day in which
he sees and says that he-has not so r_n_uch,of‘ a
country- as to set his foot on. He has to ex-
perience God in the day of the sacrifice of Isaac;
of whom it was said, ‘In Isaac shall thy seed be

called.” Abraham went out by faith in God, but
he did not know. God until he lay down to die; not
having received the promised country -but having
seen it afar off. ' -

Is there a twofold gospel in the New-Testar

ment? HARNACK says there is. He says em-

phatically that there are two gospels, two dlfferent ~

forms of good news.

He describes them in this way. The ﬁrst
gospel ‘is'a message of joy preached to 'the” poor,

the meek, the peacemakers, and them that have a_ |:
. It is a2 message that the kingdom

clean heart.
bf God ‘is nigh, and that th1s k1ngdom w111 take
away the sorrows of the poor in spirit, w111 ﬁlI them
w1th_r1ghteousness, and will. bring. them: all :the
blessings which attend the ‘accepted . children: of
God’ The other gospel is that ‘the Son of God
dame “down- from heaven, was’‘made " nian, and
through His deéath’ and resurrect1on has redeemed

behevers from thelr s1ns, from death and Satanv [
' pectat1on was not. altogether 1ack1ng, becauser ‘sofne

and so has made re"tl the everlastlng salvatlon of
God ’

i Now the':: .question: with,; HARNACK +is; Where

That is to. say; a thing must be-»atzleas.t '.

partly beyond sight to be great enough for the
It must '
* 1 be ‘had from Messts.. Williams

{ self..

| :/; gven after he had been; beheaded: . And:tHe
i Wasthe doctriné of the: Siffering Messiali- ini0Old

-d1d this second gospel come from? . He deliverad

a lecture. last year in Berlin-at the_Internatronal
Congress of Eree Christianity.. The lecture may
&  Norgatte: .ih
London, . Its fitle is. Z%he Twoyfold. Gospel in
the New Testameént.  HARNACK -has.no  doubt
whatever that there are two gospels in the New
Testament. And he seems to-have no doubt that.
the first gospel came diréct from.Christ; .- What hie
undertakes to answer.in his lectute is wheré the

second gospel came from.

- Wrepe could have answered it. for him:in few
He wotild have said ‘that it came from:St.
Paul. But HarNAck is not quite ssatisfied:-with.
that answer. . St..Paul had something ‘to. do with
it.  But that it was .2 pure invention of St. Paul’s,
as WREDE would have said,: is .impossible. . For
St.: Paul .cl'early"indicates-; that the two great state-
ments which thesecond ' gospel  contains, that
Christ died for our:sins.and that .He rosé agair,
were generally - accepted: articles- of. faith 4t the
time when he became a:Christian, = And:this is
proved independently by the first chapter of the
Acts-of the~Apostles. HarNack holds that there
are four sources of this second gospel.

words; -

"The first ‘source is the téaching of Christ Him-
For. HarNACK is ‘persuaded, not:only that
Christ preached the necesslty and the reahty of the

“remission of sins, but also that He associated His'

own person and work with it. He claimed the™
power to forgive sins, and at the celebration of. the
Last Supper He assoc1ated His own death w1th\
their remission.., g

Chrlst HARNACK thmks, however, thal t, i3, x;

- persons. held, John the, Baptist to be, the essrah,
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iTestament prophecy, espe¢ially’ the 53rd chapter
‘of - Isaiah,’
‘a cautiotis circumlocution that is almost amusing,

4If its acceptation was striven- against in wide |
D g

circles, an evasion of -it, because of the ruhng
exege51s, was not easﬂy p0551ble

1Thé «third; source 1§ the‘reaso’nmg of St. Paul.

St. Paul’s mind was antithetical, © He never rested

till he had led everything up to great and moying.

contrasts, and brought it to a paradexical form.
He had read in the Old Testament, ¢ Cursed is he
that hangs on a tree,” and he learned from the first
disciples of Jesus that Christ died for our sins
‘according to the Scriptures. From this he proved
that Jesus, through the very fact that He was
accursed, had brought salvation to man, The death
-on the cross was thus the most necessary part of
the life of Christ. But St. Paul had also learned
“from the early disciples that Jesus had risen again
from-the dead.- And so, just as in the death of
LChrist he discovered the forgiveness of sins, in
His resurfection he found a new spirit working

‘Of this chapter HARNACK says; with

- preparation of bondage.

in - ‘man and - overcoming the  desires of

‘the
flesh., ]

The fourth and last ‘source of this second
gospel is the mythology of the heathen world. - But

‘Harnack does ‘not honestly think there is much

in that. The myth of a God dying and rising
from the dead no doubt confronted St. Paul'as he
journeyed from Syria to Cotinth, and may have
had some influence on his thinking.. But Har-
nack beligves' that that influence was infinitesimat
in'coml‘aariSOn with the influence which St. Paul’s

-preaching must have had upon'those who -were

prepared for it by their previous belief in that
myth, Their _preparation was, after all, only a
St. Paul’s preaching was

a wonderful and joyful libération, -

Does HARNACK mean, then, that we should accept
the first gospel and reject the second? No; he him-
self accepts both. - The first gospel, he says, con-
tains the Truth; the second contains the Way.;
both together bring Life. ‘ ‘

pray
G
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CA HITHERTO UNKNOWN MANUSCRIPT OF THE OLD TESTAMENT.

By ProFEssor THE REv. A. R. S KENNEDY, D.D., UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. .

THE way is now open for a more technical account
of some of the‘features of the manuscript that are
likely to appeal more particularly to the student of
the Hebrew text. A MS of the Old Testament,
such as the Codex Edinburgensis, may be. said to
contain three distinct elements, each ‘of which
~may be, and indeed oftén i is, the work of as many
individials. These are (1) the consonantal text,
(2) the. vowel-points and accents, and (3) the Mas-
sorah  (more correctly, 1t would seem, ‘Masorah,
moion,-naiow), -

Takmg these in their order, we have in the text
of our:Codex the work of a scribe who belonged, as
wev«:h’ave,,s'een,‘ to the German: school of copyists

of the sacred text. The heavy and sllghtly slopmg
German hand is readily distinguished from the
more elegant and upright Sephardic or Spanish hand,
which imitated: more closely the older Oriental
style of writing, In the German manuscript hangd
of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, several
pa1rs of letters can scarcely be dlstmgulshed except.
by their context, as a glance at the page of Codex
Edinburgensis reproduced in the June numbei will

show.  Stch are 3 and 5, and 9, 1 and A. D and
- | final D; on the other hand, 3 can never be mis-

taken for 3, as is the case in the early Spanishr
manuscripts. The final letters do not extend, or
extend but little, below the liné, of: the other



