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case ‘the First Gospel was one of the ‘many’
secondary gospel writings to which he refers in
his Prologue. ‘

On the other hand, the view, that whilst Matt,
had a Greek translation of the original book, Luke
knew some of its contents, not directly but inter-

mediately, scattered through some of the works to

which ‘he refers in his preface, explains both the

large amount of agreement between Matt. and

Luke in sayings of Christ, and at the same time
their disagreement in-the phraseology, order, and

setting of these sayings.

In (Be Studyp.

Was St. (Pefer ever in Bome?

Tue report of  Monsignor Duchesne’s great
scholarship has penetrated even to this country,
and the translation of his Zarly History of the
Christian Church (Murray; 9s. net), which has
been made from the fourth edition of that work,
will find a welcome. It is true that his name is
more associated with the history of Church institu-
tions. - But it would be strange if the historian of
Church institutions were incapable of writing a
history of the Church. Certainly the history of
the early Church can be written only by one who
is intimately acquainted with its institutions.

The distinctive features of Mgr. Duchesne’s
History are simplicity of style, simplicity of
purpose, and conscientious - painstaking research.
In some parts of the work every page testifies to
the abundance of discovery in recent years of
early Church literature and to Mgr. Duchesne’s
acquaintance with it. The period covered is from
the Burning of Rome in 64 A.D. to the end of the
third century. But there are four chapters of
preparation, summarizing the history of events
recorded in the New Testament.

Mgr. Duchesne’s simplicity of purpose may be
tested by his handling of the question whether
St. Peter was ever in Rome. It is a question
which Roman Catholics answer with a unanimous
Yes. Mgr. Duchesne answers Yes, It is even
possible that he would be distressed if he were
told. that his evidence left it open to Protestants to
answer No. But he is not theé man to twist the
evidence in order to secure a verdict. What does
it amount to ?

In the first place, there is no information what-
ever as to anything St. Peter did in Rome. All
that even tradition affirms is that in Rome he died

29

and left his chair. Mgr. Duchesne makes nothing
of possible references in the Apocalypse or the
Epistle to the Hebrews ; and of the last chapter of
the Fourth Gospel he says merely that it contains
an extremely clear allusion to the zay in which
St. Peter met his death. In the first Epistle
which bears his name a greeting is sent from the
Church of Babylon; which Mgr. Duchesne has no
doubt is the Church of Rome. But he is not sure
that St. Peter wrote that First Epistle. He is sure,
however, that the author, writing under Peter’s
name, would only write from a place where it was
known Peter had stayed.

QOutside the New Testament he comes first to
Clement of Rome, who in his reference to Nero’s
persecution (1 Clem. 5, 6) connects Peter and
Paul with the Danaides, the Dirces, and other
victims who suffered as a result of the burning of
Rome. There is Ignatius also, but his reference
is quite indefinite. ‘I do not command you,” he
says to the Roman Christians, ‘as Peter and Paul
did: they were apostles, I am only a condemned
criminal” Upon which Mgr. Duchesne remarks,
rather curiously for him: ‘These words do. not
amount to the assertion, ‘“Peter came to Rome,”
but supposing he did come, Ignatius would not
have spoken otherwise; whereas if he had not,
there would have been no point in Ignatius’
argument.’

We have to go on now beyond the middle of
the second century. And what we find is that
St. Peter’s visit to Rome is then an accepted fact.
Dionysius of Corinth in Greece, Irenzus in Gaul,
Clement and Origen in Alexandria, and Tertullian
in Africa, all refer to it. In Rome itself, Caius,
about zoo A.D., points out the tombs of St. Peter
and St. Paul. By the third century, we find the
Popes building on their title of successors of St.
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Peter, and their right to the title is nowhere
denied.’
That is the ev1dence

gun, Stand THhou Stiff.

That great question, how far the Septuagint and '

other éarly versions should be used for the trans-
lation of the Old Testament, which is touched
upon in the ‘Notes of Recent Exposition,” is dis-
cussed by Professor Geden in his JZutroduction
to the Hebrew Bible (T. & T. Clatk; 85. 6d.
net). More than that, in a lucid account of the
versions themselves, Professor Geden enables Eng-
lish readers to take an interest in the matter, and
even to give their opinion with some little con-
fidence. He also discusses some of the passages
which are affected by the readings of the versions.

One of these passages is that popular crux of
1nterpretatlon, the standing still of the sun in
Jos 101213, The Hebrew which is translated
stand thou still” is literally ‘be dumb.’ And

Dr. Geden has little doubg that the reference is
to ‘an eclipse of the sun, vividly and picturesquely
represented as its dumbness,
which struck terror into the hearts of Israel’s
enemies, and contributed mainly to their over-
throw

The whole passage in the Rev1sed Version is :

¢

Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon;

And thou, Moon, in the valley of Aijalon.

And the sun stood still, and. the moon stayed,

Until the hation had avenged themselves of their enemies,

Professor Geden believes. that the last line is a
mistranslation. He thinks that the verb had
originally been the same as in the first line. (In
the present Hebrew there is only the difference
of a letter between them.) Then the meaning
would be ‘and the sun stood still, and the moon
stayed, until the nations their enemies became
dumb (or were destroyed).” The Septuagint gives
the glory directly to God (¥ws fudvaro 6 ®eds Tovs
&xfpods adrdv), showing that there is at least room
for reconsideration of the Hebrew.

- WBefore e Cifp.

The Sheriff of Perthshire is a student of the New
Testament He has written. 'a  volume on' .S%.
Laul and /zz: ﬂ[zsszan 2o the Roman  Empire,
(R. & R. Clark ; 1. 6d.). . He has written it as

the occurrence of

a 1ayman should w1th0ut theologlcal d1scuss1on
mterest. And once or twice he takes hl_s om;
view of things and even his own exegesis.

He takes his own exegesis of Ac 14*%: ‘Then
the priest of Jupiter, which was before their city,
brought oxen and garlands unto the gates, and
would have done sacrifice with the people.’
What is meant by ‘which was before their city’?
The R.V., with most of the expositors, makes- it
‘whose Zemple was before the city”  Sheriff
Johnston ‘says: ‘The expression ‘Jupiter before
the city,” so puzzling to the ordinary reader, means
Jupiter whose worship was established here before
the city was built.’

e Bope thaf is in Pou.
MATERIALS FOR THE STUDY OF
1 PETER urL 135.
¢ But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts - and
be ready always to give an answer to every man
that agketh you a reason of the hope that is in
you with meekness and fear’

1. Tue MEANING.

Sanctify.—What is meant by. sanctifying :God
(or Christ)? The expression occurs -also in the
Lord’s Prayer (Mt 69, Lk 11?), where the-same
verb.is used of Zallowing the name of God. The
idea is found nowhere else in the New Testament,
but in the O.T. it occurs in Lv 10% Nu 2012
Is 29%, Ezk 3628 38%. Just as to ‘glorify’ God
means (in word and deed) to recognize -His
glorious perfections; as to ‘magnify’ Him means
to recognize His greatness; as'to ‘justify’ Him
means to recognize His inherent . justice; so to
‘sanctify’ Him means to recognize, in word and
deed, His full holiness, and therefore :to treat
Him with due awe. This not only substitutes
the fear of God for the fear of man (since they
mutually exclude - each other), but also enforces
purity of life.2

It is the s1mp1est of truisms that God .can
receive no increase of -holiness, least .of all from
those who must beg Him to forgive their sins;
but to sanctify Him, or to hallow His Name, -is
to acknowledge Him, not merely in. word, but
habitually .and practically—in thought, in feeling,
in- aim,.in conduct—as being what He is, the

3 Masom, in Ellicott’s V. 7. Commentary,
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one . supreme obJect of .obedignce, . x¢
devotion. . They sanctify H1m who g1ve Hlm _
due, .who .treat His claims as real ‘and absolute,
who ook | -away from all other powers, from .all
imagined resourees or grounds of oonﬁd,ence, to
Him as the origin .and . centre of their existence,
the One most high, most . -holy, and most . lovable,
and at the same time most ‘awful’ in His
‘purity,” with a reverential awe which leaves no
room for lower fear, because it inyolves.an adoring
and lovmg trust.! .
Zhe Lord God.—The ANV.. follows the Textus
Receptus (Kdprov 8¢ 1dv,@edw), but the evidence
is- overwhelming for Xpiordy- instead of . Bedv, and
all the editors adopt iit. .But what is the trans-
lation?. Wryclif, following the Vulgate, (Dominym
Christum), has simply ‘the Lord .Christy and
Rheims ‘our? Lord ,Christ.’ . R.V. has 4 Christ
as Lord making Kvpiov without the article  as
the predicate of the sentence. :But Bigg  points
out ‘that the sentence is a quotation from the
Septuagint of Isaiah (813), where the  Kdpigr is
already .without the article. He accordingly
translates, . “sanctify the Lord,.that is to say, the
Christ’ The .commentators mostly agree .with
Bigg. Mason translates ‘sanctify the Lord the
Christ’; Plumptre and Bennett more briefly ¢the
Lord Chnst’ dn . any case,.as Bigg.says, ‘the
.Chnstologrcal import of the passage. is mnot
affected.” The Kdpwov of the .Septuagint ..corre-
sponds to the ‘ Yahweh of Hosts’ of the Hebrew,
and. the application of the name to Christ -here
amounts to a .claim to Divine honour for Him.3
"How significant -is the application .to - Christ,

by His own “first” Apostle, of words which. the

prophet had used with reference to the Holy One |
‘of Israel!

If Chyist .can be, and is..to be, thus

sanctified, Christ must be literally Divine, One

i

“with your hearts,’ or ‘from your hearts’
inwardly, or, with all sincerity and devotlon), but

in being with the Most High; ot else St. Peter
is in effect exhorting us to break the first com-
mandment4

Ini your hearts. —~Thls does not -mean -simply
(de.

i1t signifies the local habitation w/zere ‘the Chl‘lSt

%a,nd in all modern Catho

s to be thus .recognized. That Is to say: St.

R VV Bright, Zl[aralz;‘y in Da:trme p-.306.
2 ¢ Our is a. mistak

¢ Bibles.intg “the.?
Ma.sterman, Fivst E]ﬁzsile of St. Peter.
-4 W, Bright, Morality in Doctrine, p. 309.

~of  Christ present as the object of holy fear 1\n

dvrs changed in Haydock s Versron

| mPeter Ali_lke St. Paul (Eph 317), ac,lgnowledges an

real and ob_]eetlve there He s, .as in .a shrme,
and they myst.pay . due reverence; to Hrs presenge..
The Apostle does, in fact, jn  those wo};(;ls “ip
your hearts, purposely call | attentron .to the d;ffer»
ence: between Isaiah’s use of the Jhame . Imrnanu,el
and the Chrlstlan meaning of it.. To Isaiah, God
dwe],t in.the midst of a pe ple in its corporate
capac1ty, St. Peter knew that through the I,n~

hrm, (u\mted _w1th hllm ‘5

 And be ready.—R.V. ‘berng ready.’ ,T,];re-
evidence for the omission of ‘and’ is, deci ve.
But there is no word in the Greek for ‘be’ or
‘being,’ and .the . 1nsertron of any such word
obscures, the close .comnexion with the preceding
injunction. The first effect of the abiding s

1nqu1rers 6
Always. — At a .moment’s notige,, emphaslzed
afterwards by ‘to every man that asketh you! -
To give an answer~—Gr. mpds- dmoloylay, lit.
‘for apology,” R.V. ‘to give  answer’ ‘To. give
an answer’ is Tindale’s translation, followed ..by
all the :English Versions, .except Wyclif (‘to do
satisfaccipun’; - Puryey, - ‘to . satisfapcioun ) and
Rhelms (‘to satisfie’) who. follow the Vulgate ad
-Of . ghe .modern’ versions .Wey-
Ahis i

r.nOUt,hT h,as. “to m,ak.,e ,y_ou_r defence.

a. speech ,made ;by a. pnsoner in, hlS defence,
so used of Paul’s speech - to the hostile ;
mob at -Jerusalem, Ac .z22!; also Ac 2516
‘defence’); and of Paul’s defence when‘
Rome, "2 Ti 4%. So.Plato’s Apology is. ,1n the
form of a speech made by.Socrates in his. defence
when tried for ‘his-life, Later on Apologia came
to be the title of treatises written in.defence of
the Christian faith. - Hence the science of Chris-
tian . evidences is. styled ¢ Apologeties.’ “This verse
might serve for its motto.8

70 every.man that. asketh you .a reison, —-Cook
‘1o any one who agsks:for.an aeqount * . And Mason

5 Mason in Ellicott’s V. 7 Cammenmz‘y.
%:Cook, in the Speaker’s. Caﬂmze/zmry. )
/

8 Bennett, in 7%e Cem“yl o4 szle ‘.
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propetly points out that ‘ask’ is equivalent to
demand. It does not mean inquirers - about
Christian doctrme, but those who call Christians
to account for their profession of the gospel hope.
Mason thinks that St. Peter refers chiefly to being
called into the law court to give account, and that
he is probably thinking of our Lord’s charge in
Lk 121, Cook points out that the Greek words
for ‘answer’ (dwoloyia) and ‘reason’ (Adyos) are

closely related. Lyman Abbott would bring the’

relation out by translating, ‘Be always ready to
give a justification to those who ask you to justify
the hope that is in you,’ or, ‘to show a reasonable-
ness of the hope that is in you to those that ask
'you a reason for it.’1
Of—*Of is here used in the obsolete sense of
‘about,” or ‘concerning (R:V.). The same
prep. (n-epL’) is translated ‘of] with the same
meaning in Ac 52, ‘they doubted of them, where-
unto this would grow’; 1595 ‘the apostles and the
elders were gathered together to consider of this
matter’ ; 1 Co 114 ‘It hath been declared unto me
of you’ Cf. the Rhemish translation of Mt 117,

“Jesus began to say to the multitudes of John.'2 |

The three chief modern versions (Weymouth,
Twentieth Century, Lloyd) prefer ‘for,” which goes
better with ‘reason.’” But we can still say ‘an
account of the hope.’

The hope that is in you.—Mason takes the hope
to be simply Christianity, but Bennett,® more
particularly, the expectation of the glorification of
Christ, of deliverance from sin and suffering, and
‘of ‘admission to the perfect bliss of intimate
fellowship with. God; an expectation that took
shape for a time in the picturesque imagery of an
immediate second' coming, but was more worthily
realized in the future life.

therefore be a frequent subject of inquiry.

With meekness and fear.—A.V., following the
Textus Receptus, omits ‘but,” which is found in
all the best MSS and ancient versions. Of two
Greek words so rendered it is the more forcible
that is used here (4AAd), R.V. ‘yet.’
'paraphrases, ‘but remember.’

ness is the opposite of assertiveness.
1 Christian World Pulpit, xsxviil. p. 200,

2 D.A. iii. 585.
8 The Century Bible.

To outsiders, the .
‘Christian hope was at once the most attractive and
the most absurd feature of the faith, and would’

Masterman |
Meekness in |
relation to man, fear in relation to God. Meek- |
In Tit 32 it |

is set over against a contentious spirit, in Gal 6%
against want of consideration for offenders, in

‘2 Ti 2% against harshness towards opponents.

The fear, says Bishop Butler, is that’reverential
fear which the nature of religion requires and
which is so far from being inconsistent with, that
it will inspire, proper courage towards men.

II. Tur Usk.

I. CHRISTIANITY AS A RELIGION oF HopE, Our
apologia is always an account of the /ogpe that is
in us. It differs in this respect from all other
religions. The religion of Confucius is a religion.
of memeory and duty ; the Confucianists reverence,
if they de not worship, the memory of their
ancestors, and attempt to walk in the same path;
but there is no light shining on that path from the
future world, and there is no hand stretched out
to help and to sustdin them from the upper world.
The religion of Buddha is a religion of duty; but
it is also a religion, if not of despair, of at least
a close approximation to despair. Its only
message to mankind is that there is no escape
from the evil of the world except by escape from
consciousness, by extinction; and there is no
extinction except by the way of duty. That is not
a very hopeful religion. And the religion of the
old Stoics, the best.of all the religions of ancient
Greece and Rome, had in it no hope. It was a’
religion of courage; a religion of obligation; but
the best that the Stoic could say was—‘Endure
bravely” He threw no light on the problems of
the future. Now and then a ghmmer of light
shines from ancient philesophy, as in the writings
of Soerates ; but, for the most part, the religions
of paganism, though they may be religions of
reverence and of duty and of. fidelity and of
conscience, are net religions of faith for ~of
hope.* .

Not many weeks ago. I was walking in New York with a
brilliant Japanese friend. It was evening, and the meon
was shining brightly. My friend called my attentien to
the fact that in the peetry of Buddhism, the literature of
Buddhism, there is almost no reference to the sun, but
always to the moon, and he explained the fact by pointing
out that the spirit of Buddhism is essentially that of
pessimism and sadness, and that. naturally the cold, calm
moon would be used in literature as a characteristic symbol.
On the other hand, he called attention to the 'almost
constant use of the sun as a symbol in Christian literature,
and accounted for i by the fact ‘that the inkherent spirit of

4 Lyman Abbeott, in Christian World Pulpit, xxxviii, 200.



THE EXPOSITORY' TIMES.

453

Chriétianity is that of hopefulness, energy, and courage; and
the sun is the natural symbol-of such ideas.! o

1. The Bible is a book of Hope. It never
ignores - the dark facts of man’s. history; but . it
never passes from the description of any of them
without hinting at the hope and the promise of a

remedy. The story of the Tall has the ray:of.

hope which we call the Protevangehum thrown
apon it (Gn 31%). The flood is followed by the
Rainbow promise. Even after the crucifixion the
disciples met together in an upper room and were
glad. Again and again in the Epistles we come
upon some  rapturous outburst of hope, until it
“finds its glorious consummation in the Book of
Revelation, and all the Universe rings with the
Hallelujah Chorus.? :

2. Our God is a God of hope. This is St.
Paul’s deliberate description of Him (Ro 151%). He
means that He is the God of hope for man. - And
yet He knows what is in man. ‘

O Lord, when Thou didst call me, didst Thou know
. My heart disheartened thro’ and thro’,
Still hankering after Egypt full in view,

Where cucumbers and melons grow?,
—*Yea, I knew.—

But, Lord, when Thou didst choose me, didst Thou know |

How marred I was and withered too,
Nor rose for sweetness nor for virtue rue,
Timid and rash, hasty and slow?
o —‘Yea, I knew.—

‘My Lord, when Thou didst love me, didst Thou know
How weak my efforts were; how few,
Tepid to love and impotent to do,
Envious to reap while slack to sow?
—‘Yea, I knew.’—-—

Good Lord, Who knowest what I-cannot know,

And dare not know, my false, my true, ’
My new, my old; Good Lord, arise and do,

If loving Thou hast known me so.

—*Vea, I knew.’3

3. The Unspeakable Gift was a gift to hope.
“The Son of Man is come to seek and to save
that which was lost.’
task. He sees a-Zacchaeus through and through,
and He -says, ‘To-day is salvation come to this
‘house.”

A policeman said to me one day, ‘It is a very easy thmg
for you to have faith in folks, sir ; but it is very hard for me.’
fWhy so, my friend?’ I.asked. ¢ Well,’ said he, ¢you see

-1 Cuthbert Hall, in Christian World Pulpit; Ixi. 348.
? See M.. G. Pearse, Short Tulks far the szt:, p. 209,
3 Christina G. Rossetti, -

Nor is He unaware of the |

the best of folks and you see them at their best: you.see
them because they are good. But I see folks because they
are bad. And when you see nothing but badness it is hard
to have any faith in any goodness anywhere,” I sympathlzed
deeply with that man and with thousands who are in like
evil case. [¢ 75 kard.. But this'triumphant hope of Jesus
Christ is.the hope of One Whose life and work is m relatlon

to sin.* :
He knows the worth of man as well as hlS
want.

. How can we bridge over.those gulfs of social differences
which sever us from one another, and which seem ever to
grow deeper and wider? Alas, to-day it is in- this world
that Dives and Lazarus are hopelessly shut off from one
another. To-day Lazarus cannot reach the rich man’s gate
—.it is too far out in the suburbs ; and ‘as for the dogs, they
are a great deal too delicately cared for to show the beggar
any such delicate attention as that which is recorded con-
cerning those of olden time. It is only in one way that
deliverance can come—it is by making the man greater than
his position, greater than all his surroundings, that you can
bridge these gulfs—thus and thus only. Do we not all
remember the words, true, alas ! to—day as when they were
written ?—

But why do I talk of death?

That phantom of grisly bonés
I hardly fear his terrible shape,

It seems so like my own.
It seems so like my own

Because of the fasts I keep: .
O God! that bread should be so dear!
- And flesh and blood so cheap!

Jesus Christ alone has madé man worth more than gain or

- pleasure : and Jesus Christ alone can keep man so.?

And He goes to work by the way of hope.
‘He shall not cry nor lift up, nor cause his voice
to be heard in the street. A bruised reed shall he
not break, and the smoking flax shall he not
quench.’ — ‘Woman, where are thine accusers?
Hath no man condemned thee? She said, No
man, Lord. And Jesus said, Neither do I -con-
demn thee: go thy way; from henceforth sin no
more’ (Jn 810-11),

As Napoleon was conversing with his officers one ‘day
about the ‘great men of antiquity, he turned to one of his
suite and asked him: ‘Can you tell me who Jesus Christ
was?’ ‘The officer replied that he had not thought much of
those - things. ¢ Well,’ said Napoleon, ‘I will tell -you. -I
think I understand something. of human’nature, and I tell
you that the heroes of antiquity were men, and I am a man.
Alexander, Casar, Charlemagne, and myself founded great
empires ; and upon what .did ‘the creations of our‘genius
depend? Ufpon force.  Jesus -alone founded .His empire
upon love, and to-day millions would die foi' Him.’ 8 '

* M. G, Pearse, Short Talks for the Ti Smes, P 218,
% 26id. p. 220, "8 Ibid, p. 223,
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hearts:  In the beginning of the’ Eplstle, St. Peter
tells s that we’ have been begotten unto’ a living
tispe” by the * restrrection® of Jesus' Christ from the
dead” (r P %) Whetéupor he adds & practical
‘wherefore.” ‘Wherefore,” he says, ‘gird up the 16iris
6f yoiir iirid; ber sobery and hope to the end fot the
grace that.is to be brought unto you at the revela-
tion' of Jesus Christ’ (11%). And this hope is' to
take thie form of holiness; ‘Because it is' written,
vé "shall be holy, bécause’ I am holy” (116) For
the Ch hiopé, which' springs fromh the’ restir-
rectlo of Christ, becomes ours by the revelat1on
_of Christ. inf our hearts. Now in this revelation
We' recognize’ thé holitiess' of Cliist, and we our-
$Elves ald Made ho ly OUr heéarts Beconid' fit
temples for Chfist {6 dwell in.

We have all of usy I -dare s say, thnessed the codsecration
iof 4 chiircli, We hdve seen’ the fabric growing fromy its
foundation. We have seen the first stone laid with much
«ceremony, amidst many hopes and with many prayers. We
have passed the place darly, or v1srted it from time to time,
in the interval between that layrng of the first stone, which
was the dedication of the ground, and that solemn act of
inauguration which’ was the consecratxon of the finished
building. We have seen thé walls rrse, the arches gradually
spring upwards, the roof framed and at last covered, the
windows carefully shaped and then filled perhaps with
bright colours All this t1me the workmen busied them-
S : fuistion of
a commori "dwelling. N¢ oneé thought it irreverent to' entér
w1th his head covered : the time for such scruples was not
. At Vlast the‘ day of consecratxon,anwed A rehgrous

bei & it : devotion, set apart the
Blilding foF &vet ¢ the' sole udd of God’s Worsl‘rtppers, afid
itivoked . thie ‘Perpetiial blessmg of God Himsdlf wpon all
‘who. should thete assemble in that c¢haracter to the end: of
time,!

. But when:. Chrlsti comes to dwell in the heart He
turns the temple into a sanctuary, a place of refuge.
It becomes a sanctuary (1) againist apprehended
suffering ; (2) agamnst persecution; (3) against fear
for the future of the Church and the faith.

Eet ts obsetve How impressively the Apostle atlopts fhe

‘lang g of thé' prophet, who Had to cheer lip faithful souls

in Judah!agaitist the time when the witer§, as he e
ity of “the great Assyriah river’ were to spread
over the land- of the: promiséd ¢ Immianiel” What would
then' be the only réfuge? The trigh of whichi ImmanuePs
niame. wis the condensation:: Withi us is: God:.

minded #nd drifiithfal. - “They must not be shalen like trees

aunder the wind ; such fear is for a klng and & people who

1¢, ] ghan,x E;ﬁzp/zany, Lent, and Easz‘er, P 349.

all other fear in the world.”

€O foolish little acorn ! wilt thou be all this?’

It i$.not -
for Hls sérvarits to be sedred: by ‘what teriifie ) the er1d1y- i

dre ¢wedtyingrotit? thie' forbedpaniee of then“@od N, ¢ féai
not ye what thi§ pesplé fear. The Lord-of Hosts; it

shall ye- sanctify ;- let Him' be the one object of your fear,

let Him be your' “llvmg Dread » -Yes, fear to offend
Hiw, and fear nothrng éls¢ ; and then He will be to you for
a'placé‘of: shiélter, o sanctuary whre you carl’ be safe and’at
test, ¢ hidden from the provoking of all mien.” This ig'the
point, that. the ‘oRg most' holy and saving’ fear of His
displeasure delivers us from all basé and earthly fear, from
ThlS is why, in other places of -
Scrrpture, the' fedr of midn is descrited as' & snare, aild

worldly fearfultiess as a'sin} iiplying as it does that the fear
‘of the Lord: is absent.
‘hearts’ is reaffirmed. in the Apocalypse,” which- places- ¢ the

The: son of Sirach’s “woe" to fearful

fearful * first in the list of the lnewtably condemned. ?

3 Tur Crtistray Hove 15 & Hopt ¥or tui
CHRISTIAN, AND' T 1§ A HoPE FOR THE WORLD,
1. For the Christian. It carries Himt back: to
thie creation.. The creation' of & soul' invelves

ikimerise obligations' ofi' the part of the Credtot

Accordingly it is the Creator Himself that becormes
the Redeemer. And Hé¢ may be trusted to' fulfil
in the Christian soul the promise of His first word,
He abideth faithful; He cannot deny Himgelf.
The tree of life ity the midst of the first Paradise
would mock God, as it stands in the first Book of
the Bible, if it were not found again in the last
Book. ‘To him that evercometh will T give to
eat of the tree of life which is in' the Paradisé of
God’ (Rev 27):8 7

I pluck an acorn from. the greensward, and I hold it to
my ear; and this is what it says to me: ¢By and by the
birds will nest in'me ; by and by I will furnish shade for the
cattle ;. by and by I will furnish warmth for the home in the
pleasant fire ; by and by I will be shelter from the storm to
those that have gone under the roof; by and by I w111 be
the great ribs of the great vessel, and the tempest will beat
against me in vain while I carry men across the Atlantic.’
And the
acorn says, ‘Ves, God.and I’ And so I look out into life,
into history, into the story of Christ; and e says to me,
‘You are to become a.son of God.’, And I say, ‘1?7’
‘Yes,” He says, ¢you, when I am within you, and you ‘are
working out My des1gn and accomplxshlng My purpose.’ 4
2. For the world. (1) Because the God of
hope is a God of love, of love for the world

And (2)° because of the actual progress in the
world which the gospel of hope has made.

4. WE ARE TO BE READY ALWAYS TO GIVE AN
Account OF iris HopE,

1. An answer i$ always possuble. For (1) the

2 W. Bright; Momliz{y i Doa‘mne, P 3054 .

3 See J. Newtony; Zke Problem of. Persomzlzz:y, Pi-23 5
i Lyman Abbott, in Christian World. Pyipis, xExviii; o1,
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Ghristian. hiope: is not the suppression of: reasons
Momerie reminds: us. that even o wise & man as
Bacon was.once foolish enotigh to say, “The more
incredible anything is; the more honour I.do God:
in believing it (2) Nor Is out hope cotitrary to
reasor. It may contain much that the reason
cannot. comprebend; but i so far as it is true it
can contain nothing that is positively contradicted
by the reason. Accordingly (3). the revelation in
thei heart which follows: the resurrection, although
it is' Divine and: Supetriatutal, appeals to the reason
and calls for its exercise.
worshlp must be a reasonable Object.! 1
. ‘2. An answer is a good thing.
benefits. (1) It makes our convictions respected.
Thiere is persuasion in the forceful putting of a
thought. The effect of words, as of soldiers, can
be trebled by their manner of marshalhng -And
(2)it gives ourselves a firmer grasp of the hope.
Our- hope: becomes: resolute when we know with
precision what it is and with definiteness why- it
is. If we dre crossing a stream upon a bridge we
contemplate with pleasure the broad courses of
masonry on which it rests.?

There was an island, so runs the fable, in which it was
reported that there was buried much gold. Many came and
upturned the stones, and, though they never - found the gold
for which they looked, yet their searchlng for it prepared a
barren soil for the reception of the seeds which the winds and
the birds brought, and at last the hidden treasure appeared
in olives and grapes. It is in the same way that the Bible
and religion are understood to-day as they could not have
been if the rationalistic critics of Germany had not worked.
Thdugh the Tiibifigen school have not succeeded in finding
the explanatiori of Christianity for which they sought, they
have succeeded in making a great historical field fruitful.

Hlstorlcal faith is to-day greatly indebted to historical .

scépticism.

- 8. THE ANSWER MUST BE APPROPRIATE TO THE
Oceaston.  The modern answer must direct itself
chiefly: against the misuse of science.. ~And it
should consist of both attack and deferice.
1. The afttack. There are several po‘int‘s to
which the attdck may be directed.
- (1) Science; even if it were -infallible W1th1n 1ts
own sphere, leaves much unexplained. . {z) About
- Nature. -Seience has to do withi things, as- they
ate: She krows not how they came to be:  ‘That

1'See A, W. Monmicrie, Defects of Modern. Christianity,
P 324

i'See C. M. Parkhuist, The Bliwd Min's Creed; p- 3o

8 E. J. Hardy, Doubt and Faith, p. 22.

| them, she has no data even for a contrad

And (4) the Ob]ect of

It yields: two |

%m beyond her scope. And if you say God m4 ¢
E Faith'and hope say, ¢ Who knoweth not in all these
lt,hat the hand of the Lord hath wrought. this,
‘And if the supernatutal is  admitted at the:
ibegmmng it must be admitted all through. (b)
About man. Two things dlstmgmsh mapn from
the rest of creation. He can think of God and’
he can choose ught or Wiong. Scietice can only
-registet the results of these glfts, she cannof
account for them, And a science ‘which suppresses
what it cannot class1fy will not long command
respect.*

(2) ‘Faith in & personal God is more reasonable
than materlahsm A telegram is not due to' the
dccidental arrangement of pa1tlcles of matter, It
requires machinery. And more wonderfil than the

‘ machlnery is the mind that planned it all. ¢THe
materialistic posmon, said Professor Huxley once,
‘that there is nothlng in the world but matter,
force and niecessity, is as utterly devoid of Justlﬁca-
tion as the most baseless of theological dogmas.’
And Clerk Maxwell said that he had carefully

. scrutinized all the agnostic hypotheses he knew of,
and that they one and all needed a God to make
them workable.5 v

(3) Scierice is here divided against itself.

' Haeckel and his followers are not the only

sc1entlsts in the world. Haeckel himself tells us
that Wundt is one of the ablest living psycho-

L logists in Germany. Yet Wundt abandoned the

materialistic position after starting from it.
- Romanes, the author of 4 Candid Examination of
Theism lived to write Thoughts on Relzgzon.

(4) Faith leads to nobler service. ‘I have
never yet,’ says Mr. Vine; ¢discovered a man who'
has been saved from moral degradation of ary

. kind by materfalistic teaching’; but he adds, “Tt
would be possible to crowd this great church with
- those who in this “district would without hesifation
affirm that the gospel of the grace of God has hfted
and saved thens.’ ¢ :
© 2. The defence. There are many argumenl‘.s
(1) Man by his nature needs-a rehgron of some
kind: '

“The historian of the French Revolutlon of nmety years ago
descubes how, at' a certam pomt i its mad career—-when

4 See Archblshop Thomson sze in the ng/zt af Gaa”.r
Word, p. 265.
* 8 See €. H. Vine, in' Christiai Wm'ld Pulpzt lixi,* 7

§ 7bid., 1xxi. 7.
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all had been done that could by force be done to abolish
Christianity ; when the churches had been desecrated, and
the priests massacred or expelled or driven into hiding—it
occurred to the leaders’that society could not go on without
some kind of religion ; and so they proceeded to persuade
the National Convention to ¢decree’ (imagine that!) ‘the
existence of the Supreme Being,” and ‘the consolatory
principle of the immortality of the soul,’ as “the basis of
rational Republican Religion.”?

_ (2) It must be a religion that recognizes' the
deepest fact of man’s being, his sense of guilt, and
that endeavours to remove it. _

(3) Christianity alone offers pardon and peace
with sufficient means of bestowing them,

(4) Christianity alone gives power to stand.

(5) Christianity alone presents the encourage-
ment of example, the example of One who was

tempted in all points like as we are, yet without.

sin.?
6. Tue CHRISTIAN ANSWER MUST BE MADE IN

1D, ].' Valighan, Questions of the Day, p. 177.
2 See R, Leitch, 7%e Light of the Gentiles, p. 146.

MeEkNESS AND IN -FEAR.  For (1) no answer is
better than a bad answer; (2) an arrogant answer
is bad ; and (3) an irreverent answer-is:-bad.  That
is to say, the Christian must fit himself for making
his answer by knowing what his hope is, by having
sufficient sympathy with man to make his answer
acceptable, and by sufﬁc1ent fear of God to make
it true.

Bishop Blomfield used to tell a story of -his having been
once, late in life, at the University church at Cambridge,
and of having seen a verger there whom he remembered
when he was himself an undergraduate.. The bishop said he
was glad to see him looking so well at such a great age.
‘Oh yes, my lord,” the man said, “I have much to be
grateful for., I have heard every sermon which has been .

. preached in this church for fifty years, and, thank God, I am’

a. Christian still 1> Some of us Christianity repels rather
than convinces when ¢ put into a form that could be written
out at examinations, or cross-examined in a court of law.

_ After all the title is more than the title-deeds, and it.is when

we pierce beneath the surface that we get personal conviction
and not the mere external authority of history or literature.?

3 E. J. Hardy, Doubt and Faith, P 30.

Recent GiBlical ArcBacofogy.

By Stepuen Lancpon, M.A., Ph.D., Oxford.

Letters to Cassite Kings.*

Turs series contams two previous volumes of texts
from the Cassite perlod namely, vols. xiv. and xv.,
by Professor Clay, which include contracts, receipts,
inventories of public property, lists of salaries for
public officials, and various transactions of the
state accountants. Fortunately, nearly all of the
300 documents published by Clay could be dated.
Clay’s contributions to the history of this period
enable one to restore the great line of Cassite
kings who succeeded Buwrnaburiai as follows,
Kurigalzu, Nazi-marutial, KadaSman- Turgu,
Radatman-Enlil, Kudur-Enlil, Sagarakitifuriaf,
Kastaliafu. Evidently serious troubles overtook
the Babylonian state at the end of this period, for,
so far as the archives of Nippur are concerned,
Cassite documents cease to be found. Nabuna’id

4 Letters to Cassite Kings, by Hugo Radau, Babylonian

Expedition of the University of Pennsylvania, Series A,
vol, xvil, part I.

(555-538) found the dedicatory cylinders of only
two Cassite kings whose architectural works had
survived, and both of these, Burnaburiai and-
Sagaraktifurias,s belong to the portion of . the
dynasty -restored to us by the brilliant work of
Clay. The Cassite dynasty numbered thirty-six
rulers, who reigned, according to the Kings’ List,
576 years, of which the archives of Nippur and
the accidental records of Nabuna’id mention but
these eight as of great importance. One of them,
Burnaburiag, was already a familiar figure in history,-
being made famous by his letter to Amenophis
11 (?) of Egypt.

Dr. Radau now publishes 99 letters (some
merely fragments) from the same period. Although
such documents are never dated, yet it is a priori
probable that, being from the same archives as the

§ Burnaburia$ rebuilt Ebarra of Larsa and §ggarakti§uria§
Eulma$ of Sippar.



