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) -V.

+ (SEconD HALF.) ‘

THE last two features in the Messianic hope which
we shall notice refer to the future relations of the
redeemed nation (1) to the northern kingdom of
Samaria ; (2) to foreign nations generally. On the
first point we must not be misled by the term
Israel.
exclusively, or even generally, of the northern king-
dom only, but often either of the whole nation, or,
after the captivity of the north, of the southern king-
dom alone, as the remaining representative of the
whole nation. - Thus the ‘house of Israel’ is
Ezekiel’s favourite expression for the Jews, and in
Mal. ii. 11 we actually find Judah and Israel
used as synonymous terms.. ‘Judah hath - dealt
treacherously, and an abomination is committed in
Israel and in Jerusalem.’ Had 'this been always
realised, we might have been spared a good deal
of the modern literature about the lost tribes.

But in many passages there can be no doubt of
the application of the word Israel to the northern
kingdom. The prophets never countenanced the
jealousy which $o frequently existed between the

The word is not used by the prophets .

north and the south, and was one of the chief
causes of national weakness. The southern
prophets, though they dwell mostly on the ‘glories
of the future Jerusalem, its monarchy and its
worship, yet for the most part show that they
included the northern kingdom in the promises of
future blessedness. Thus Amos, the missionary
prophet to the north, pointed to the day when the
breaches in the tabernacle of David were to be
closed up.! Tsaiah, in the great prophecy of the
Branch, foretells that the outcasts of Israel are to be
assembled as well as the dispersed of Judah from
the four corners of the earth, and then goes on to
say, ‘The envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and
they that vex Judah shall be cut off : Ephraim
shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex
Ephraim.’2  Again, Jeremiah, in a passage already
quoted, speaks of the virgin daughter of Israel
as once more about to plant vineyards on the
mountains of Samaria, where the whole context
shows that the northern tribes are intended.

1 Amos ix. II. 2 Isa, xi. 12, 13.
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The writer of the middle portion of the Book of
Zechariah, who wrote before the captivity of Judah,
which he does not appear to have contemplated,
speaks still more explicitly of the Restoration of
Israel, and evidently implies that Judah would be
thus strengthened by the help of her natural allies :
¢ And I will strengthen the house of Judah, and I
will save the house of Joseph, and I will bring
them again; for I have mercy upon them: and
they shall be as though I had not cast them off;
for I am Jahweh their God, and I will hear
them.’
humiliation of the two great enemies of the people,
the Assyrians on the east, and the Egyptians on
the south. ‘And he shall pass through the sea
of affliction, and shall smite the waves in the sea,
and all the depths of the Nile shall dry up; and
the pride of Assyria shall be brought down, and
the sceptre of Egypt shall depart away.’! Simi-

larly the future union of the two kingdoms under
one shepherd, God’s servant David, is prefigured-

by Ezekiel under the symbol of the two sticks
bound together (xxxvii. 15~28).

The general inipréssion left us by the prophets
who wrote before the return of the Jewish captives
is, that they believed that there would be a simul-
taneous restoration,of all the tribes of Israel and
Judah, from wherever they might happen to be in
exile. This, at any rate, was the expectation of
Isaiah, as we see from the prophecy alréady referred

“to o this subject (xi. xx): ¢And it shall come to
pass in that day, tHat Jahweh shall set' His hand
again the second time to recover the remnant of
His. people, which shall remain from Assyria, and
from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and
from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath,
and from' the islands of the sea.’’ Similarly, the
prophet of the Captivity speaks of ships of Tarshish
as bringing the sons of the ]ewish people from far,
which cannot of course refer to the Babyloman
captives.?

There is, however, a somewhat obscure passage
in Ezek, iv., where a different beliefl seems to
be expressed. According to the reading of the
Hebrew text of vers. 5, 6, and g, the captivity of

1 Zech. x. 6-12. In'ver. 6 the R,V, Vreads’D’l_‘l'J".:&'ii'H_
*Y will make them return,’ for the Massoretic D'YA2RAM <1

will settle them,” ¢f, LXX. saroxd adrobs, But in any case
the return-of the exiles is obviously implied.
2 Isa, Ix. 9.

And this was to be brought about by the

.that of Judah commenced,

‘accurate.

Israel is to last 390 years, from its commencement
presumably, whereas the captivity of Judah, calcu-
lated it would appear from the final siege of Jer-
usalem by Nebuchadnezzar, is to last forty. This
makes the restoration of Israel at least 200 years
later than that of Judah. If, however, we adopt
the reading of the LXX,, the restoration of Judah
and Israel becomes 51multaneous In ver. g4,
LXX. adds rsVTﬁKOV‘ro. kel ékarov; in yers, 5 and
g they read évemjkovra kai .ékarov in place of
Hebrew, D'y msn w5 ; that is to say, 150 in
ver. 4, 190 in vers. 5 and 9 instead of 390.
According to this reading, the 150 yearé would
refer to the time which intervened between the
commencement of the Exile and the time when
the remaining forty
years to the time that both Israel and Judah would
still remain in captivity, 190 to the whole predicted
duration of the captivity of Israel. The 150 years
is probably to be.reckoned from the first” captivity
of those in the north and north-easterly districts of
Israel by Tiglath-pileser after the death of Pekah,
in 734, to the final destruction of Jerusalem by
Nebuctiadnezzar in 588. The éxact number would
thus be, according to Jewish reckoning, 147, so
that 150 regarded as a round number is practically
On the other hand, starting from the
point reached by the 150 years, namely, the de-
struction of Jerusalem to the actual Restoration,
we get, according to Jewish reckoning, fifty-one years
instead of forty, the time assigned to the Captivity
even more explicitly in xxix. 12. This difference
between the anticipated and actual duration of the
Captivity, while it cannot cause any serious difficulty
toone whostudiesthe prophets withiout preconceived
opinions as to the extent of their foreknowledge, is
of considerable critical value.. It shows that the
LXX. translators do not appear to have altered the
numbers to make them square with history, and
their readings here, therefore, should have great
weight as ‘according with the general tenor of
Hebrew prophecy on this subject.

“The simultaneous - restoration of Israel and
Judah is predicted most unequivocally by’
Ezekiel's contemporary Jeremiah: ‘In those
days the house of Judah shall walk with the house
of Israel, and they shall come together out of the
land of the north to the land that I gave for an
inheritance unto your fathers.’! It has sometimes
been ob]ected that the prophec1es of the restora-

1 TJer. iii. 18.
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tion of ‘Israel, in the narrower sense: of ‘the word,

have never been fulfilled, and that therefore either |-
‘mighty to save’

the prophecies await some still future fulfilment,

or, as is more often supposed, that they must be

understood in a ‘spiritual and not - the literal sense ;
but what right have we, for the sake -of ‘any such
@ priori view about the nature of prophetic fore-
knowledge, to:wrest the obvious meaning of the
prophets’ 1::.1ngua.geP : :

The attitude in which the Jews were to be
placed to foreign hations-in the Great Future is
mote - difficult ‘to ‘summarise, because it is treated
in-a somewhat different spirit by-different prophets.
» ‘1. Sometimes the thought is merely that the Jews,
and Jerusalem especially, will, under theprotection
of Jahweh, be safe from :‘the -attacks of foreign
powers,
(xxxiil. 20, 21) in two figures, of which the last
was suggested it has been thought, by the
situation of the Egyptian ‘No; sutrrounded by
candls.! “Look upon Zion, the city of our
solemnities ; thine’ eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet
habitation, a tent ‘that shall :net be removed, the
stakes whereof shall never be plucked up, neither
shall* any of ‘the cords thereof be broken. —But
there, Jahweh -shall be with us in ‘majesty, a place
of ‘broad -rivers and stréams ; ‘wherein shall ige no
galley ‘with - oars, ‘neither shall gallant ship pass
thereby.” So,‘too; when in Ezekiel (xxxviii., xxxix.)
the countless hordes of ‘Gog come' up against ‘the
mountains of Israel, they are to be slain by
Jahweh with A
hailstones, fire, and brimstone.’ 2

2, Sometimes, with some brighter promise for
foreign nations generally, the thought of the destruc-
tion of a special enemy is painfully mingled. Thus
the writer of Isa. xxiv.—xxvil., after speaking in xxv. 8
of the destruction ‘in this mountain of the face of
the covering that is cast over all peoples, and the
veil that is spread over all nations,” turns to speak
of the utter annihilation of Moab, trodden down
like straw in the water of the dunghill. There are
few passages ;in the Old Testament of greater
dramatie grandeur than .the vision with which Isa.
Ixiil. opens, ¢ Who is this that cometh from Edom,
with dyed garmentsfrom Bozrah ? this thatis glorious
¥ The reason for this view is the use of the word o
(thek plural of the ‘word regularly used of the river Nlle),‘
which might be used -of canals connected with the river.
See Delltzsch 212 loco:

2 Ezek, xxxviil, 22,

9

This thought is. expressed Dby Isaiah

of international 'peace.

‘an overflowing shower, and great

‘be so in Micah, except that Jeremiah (xxvi.

in his apparel marchlng in the greatness of his
strengthP’ ¢I that speak in ‘righteousness,
«Wherefore art ‘thou red in
thine apparel and thy garments like him that
treadeth in the winefat?’ *I have trodden the
winepress alone ; and of the people there was no
man with me: yea; I trod them in mine anger,
and trampled them in my fury ;. and their lifeblood
is 'sprinkled upon my garments, and I have stained
all' my raiment. For the day of vengeance is in
my heart, and the year of my redeemed is come.’
And yet these thoughts of vengeance are in dark
contrast to the bright promises made to the nations
inch. Ix. There was oné foe whose conduct ]acob
never could forgive, that elder brother who, in the
day of Jerusalem, had said,  Down with it, down with
it ‘even to the ground’ ‘And both prophet and
psalmist were only too ready to join in the un-
Christian “wish : ¢ Happy shall he be that taketh
thy children and dasheth them  against the
stones )
- 3. Often'the thought is the brighter one, that the
nations" will be ‘led by some single act of God’s
primitive justice to recognise His sovereignty. To
take one striking example out of .many.. In Isa.
xviil. the result of the slaugliter -of the Assyrian
army was to be that the Ethiopians would - offer
themselves as a present to Jahweh of hosts.

4. Again, the Messianic era is described as one
‘In the latter days,’
according to a very early prophecy quoted by
Isaiah and Micah, ¢ Jahweh - shall judge between
the nations, and reprove many peoples; and they
shall "beat their -swords into plowshares, and
their spears into pruning-hooks: nation shall
not lift up sword, against nation, neither shall
they learn war any more.’3 In Isa. ix. 1—7, this
peace is the direct consequence of their deliver-

. ance from' their oppressor, probably Assyria,* after

which the very recollection of war would be dis-
tasteful, and the soldiers would burn their clothes.
‘For every boot of the booted warrior, and the
garments rolled in blood, shall even be for burning,
for fuel of fire” This is also the case .in Zech.

The context makes it im-

It might
18) refers
to the context in Micah as uttered in the days.of Hezékiah,
whereas the prophecy seems in Isaiah to belong to the reign
of Jotham or Ahaz at latest. .

4 Cf. x. 24-27.

% Isa. il. 2-4 ; Micah . i-3.
possible to suppose that it is original in Isaiah.
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.ix. g—17, where the promise-of peace is strangely

blended with the notes of war. :
" 5. Most frequently the attitude of the nations is
that of ready and willing submission. They are
described -as bringing back the captive Israelites
to their homes, as in Isa. xiv. 2, and in xlix, 22
the prophet of the Captivity expands the promise
of Isa. xi. 12, ‘Thus saith. the Lord Jahweh,
Behold, I will lift up Mine hand to the nations,
and set up Mine ensign to the peoples : and. they
shall bring thy sons in their bosom, and thy:
daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders.’
In the next verse they are described as.doing
homage to. the Israelites:- ‘They shall bow
down to thee with their faces to the earth,
and lick the dust of thy feet.” - Often the -natiens
are. represented . as bringing gifts as a token
of -submission. Thus in Ps. lxxii. yo, the kings
of Tarshish and of the isles: are to bring pre-
sents; the kings of Sheba and Seba to offer
gifts to the king. The nations even become the
slaves of the Israelites, as in Isa. xiv. 2, ¢ And the:
peoples shall take them, and bring them to their
place : and the house of Israel shall possess them
in the land of Jahweh for servants and for hand-
maids: and they shall take them captives, whose

captives they were ; and. they, shall rule over their |

oppressors,”  Many of these thoughts are com-
bined in Isa. Ix. - The light which is to arise upon
Israel is a signal for all nations to come and bring
their offerings, and those who will not come are to
be-destroyed. It is true, of course, that here, as
in many other similar passages, the act of homage
is not to Israel merely, but to Jahweh; yet still

it is to Him as the God or-King of Israel that the

homage is tendered., ThlS is very clearly brought
out, for example, in the concluding verses of
Zechariah.!

" And so we reach the double thought (1) of a
world-wide rehglon of which the temple:is at Jerusa-
lem, and (2) a world-wide empire of which Jerusalem
is the cap1tal 2 It is but seldom, if at all, that the
prophets rise to the higher thought that all nations
have equal religious and political rights in the
sight of God. ;| But at least the way is prepared
for this conception by Amos ix..7: ‘ Have not I
brought up Israel out of the land of Egypt? and
the Philistines from Caphtor, and the Syrians from
Kir?’ We find .also the converse of the same
thought in the bitter sarcasm of Jeremiah: ‘Be-
hold, the days come, saith Jahweh, that I will
punish all them that are circumcised in their
uncircumcision ; - Egypt, and Judah, and Edom,
and the children of Ammeon and Moab . . . for
all the nations are uncircumcised, and: the house
of Israel are uncircumcised in heart.”3 And Isaiah
foretells, the time when at any rate the two great
enemies of Israel shall have equal religious. privi-
leges: ‘In that day there shall be a highway out
of Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian shall come
into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria, and the
Egyptians shall worship with the Assyrians. In that

| day shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with

Assyria, a blessing in the midst of the earth ; for
that Jahweh of hosts hath blessed them, saymg,
Blessed be Egypt My people, and’ Assyria the.
work of My hands, and Israel Mine inheritance.”*

‘2 See especially Ps. Ixxxvii.
4 Isa, xix. 23~25.

1 Zech: xiv, 16-21.
3 Jer. ix. 25, 26. .

Qlofez on éefecf (Passages of fBe Qlem Eestament.

By PRINCIPAL THE' REV DAVID BROWN D. D ABERDEEN

Rowm. iii. 25, 26.

A.V. ‘Whom God hath set forth to be a propitia-
tion through faith in His blood to declare His
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past,
through the forbearance of God ; to declare, I say,
at this time His rlghteousness -that He 'might be

just, and the justifier of hun which believeth in

Jesus.’

R.V. ‘Whom God set forth to 'be a ‘propitia-

tion, through falth by HIS blood to show His
rlghteousness, because of the ‘passing over of the
sins done aforetime, in the forbearance of God;
for the showing, I say, of His rlghteousness,at this
present season : that He might Himself be just, and
the justifier of him that hath faith in Jéesus.’

Of all the changes for the better of the Revised
Version, I hold this to be one of the best. - For the



