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THE EXPOSITORY TIMES. 

its moral nature and result (as Protestants should 
who have not unlearned the soul of their own 
faith), then the question which seemed intellectually 
so plausible will display its religious inexperience. 
In a word, the criterion is not subjective, mystical, 
individual, and intense, but objective, historic, 
positive, universal, and morally imperative where 
the deep decisions lie in a soul that is thorough 
with itself. 

8. It is really a question which turns chiefly on 
the difference in kind in the objects of the experi­
ence. The most entrancing sense of the Virgin's 
glory is, after all, an resthetic impression. It is not 
ethical in the sense in which the Redeemer's presence 
is. It is the impression of a vaguely glorious, 
spiritual presence; it is not the response to a Saviour's 
power. It is a state of the religious imagination 
rather than of the conscience. It is something the 
soul possesses, not something which possesses the 
soul. It tends to ecstasy rather than to assurance, 
to delight and comfort us rather than to remake 
and control us. It does not place us in the 
grasp of a mighty personality who has the right 
to our whole life, yea, to the conscience by which 
we stand against all the world. How can it? We 

know less than we crave to know about the 
historic personality of Jesus, but we know vastly 
less about the personality of His mother. We can 
establish mystic relations with her enlarged and 
glorified image, but we have nothing like the 
character, and especially the death, of Christ, which 
seizes us in a moral grasp and opens a heaven for 
the conscience more than for the imagination and 
the heart. This mystic devotion is not surprising 
in an age when women are asserting and securing 
a position they have never had before both in life, 
faith, and unfaith. But for their own sakes it must 
be corrected from sources more ethical and h.istoric. 
It is not in Catholic lands, the lands of the religious 
imagination, that their new career has become 
possible. Woman worship means woman slavery. 
They have won what they have in lands where the 
Christian faith was more Protestant and moral, less 
of the imagination and more of the conscience, 
less mystic and more ethical, less inspired by 
the beatific vision and the sweetness of charity, 
and more controlled by the love of truth, the 
righteousness of faith, and the cleansing of the 
conscience, by the certainty of forgiveness in Christ 
alone. 
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IV. 

THE PARABLE OF THE WALL OF FIRE (CHAP. ii.). 

THE two former visions dealt with the external 
relations of the new Jerusalem, proving that the 
divine vigilance and protection could secure its 
safety in spite of the numerous and powerful 
enemies by whom it was surrounded. In this 
third vision the prophet turns to the internal 
condition ofthe incipient state. 

His first word of comfort relates to th~ dis­
couragement felt by the returned exiles on account 
of the smallness of their numbers. It will be 
remembered that those who had come back from 
Babylon did not as yet number more than fifty 
thousand-a figure no larger than the population of 
a good provincial town. No wonder that they felt 

oppressed with the weight of their destiny, as the 
heirs of so great a past and the pioneers of so great a 
future. All that his fellow-countrymen were feel­
ing was felt with concentrated poignancy by the 
young prophet ; but along with this human feeling 
there mingled in his mind sentiments and con­
victions derived from a higher source; and these 
elements together shaped themselves into the 
imaginative message of this third vision. 

I. In his dream Zechariah saw a young man 
with a measuring line in his hand ; and when, 
accosting him, he asked whither he was going, the 
young man replied, "To measure Jerusalem, to see 


