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472 SISERA AND JAEL. 

that Jael was inside the tent, and therefore probably out of sight: 
for she came out to meet Sisera. 

I notice with regret the theological bias which, lying on the 
surface of his paper, hides from the writer the extreme unlike­
ness of his explanation. This is revealed in the " sense of relief 
and gratitude " with which he welcomes Captain Conder's sug­
gestion. A real explanation of Deborah's commendation of Jael's 
treachery would be indeed welcome to many. But we must care­
fully sift all relief offered, and ruthlessly reject whatever fails 
under our scrutiny. Many Bible difficulties test most severely 
our loyalty to strict scientific methods. But, in time, truth will 
vindicate itself. And to wait for that vindication is the only 
course worthy of the servants of Him who said, "I am the Truth." 

JosEPH AGAR BEET. 

NOTE ON PERSONAL "REMINISCENCES OF EDWARD IRVING" BY THE 
WRITER OF THEM. 

IN the September ExPOSITOR (p. 220) an expression occurs re­
garding Mr. A. J. Scott's religious beliefs which I regret having 
used. It expressed indeed what information from more than one 
quarter seemed to put beyond doubt. But even if so, it had better 
have been unsaid of one of rare ability and undoubted sincerity in 
everything. From information since received I have been led to 
understand that those who are themselves very true Christians, 
and knew Mr. Scott well in his later days, regarded him in an 
entirely different light from what is there expressed. To me this 
is a far more pleasant recollection of Mr. Scott than that which 
my information had unhappily left; and as I gladly embrace it, I 
could wish the expression deleted. 

DAVID BROWN. 


