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Daniel and Contacts Between
the Aegean and the Near East
Before Alexander

by Edwin M. Yamauchi

Dr Yamauchi, who is professor and director of graduate studies in history at Miami
Unuversity, Oxford, Ohio, here uses his expert knowledge of the ancient world to
good effect in considering the background to one of the problems raised in the book of
Daniel.

As expressed long ago in S. R. Driver’s classic statement, the Greek
loanwords in the Aramaic of Daniel have been regarded as objective
proof for the late date of Daniel. As restated by Coxon, “‘Of all the lin-
guistic arguments which have been used in the debate concerning the
age of the Aramaic sections of Dantel and the date of the composition of
the book, the Greek loans seem to provide the strongest evidence in
favour of the second century BC.””!

Such recent commentaries as the Anchor Bible volume on Daniel list
K. A. Kitchen’s important study of the Aramaic of Daniel® but continue
to repeat the critical position: ‘“The Greek names for the musical instru-
ments in 3:5 probably do not antedate the reign of Alexander the Great
(336-323 BC).’”? It is therefore worthwhile to review some of the recent
evidence of early contacts between the Aegean and the Near East.

Rowley in his review of Kitchen’s work had still maintained that the
evidence of these Greek words was proof of the late date of Daniel’s
Aramaic,* but Kutscher was persuaded that such musical terms could
have been borrowed from the Greek of Ionia or the islands prior to
Alexander.? Coxon points out that the form of gayterés indicates that the
word was borrowed from lonic kitharis rather than Attic kithara.®

1. SYRIA AND PALESTINE

As I have noted in my earlier studies, after isolated contacts between the

! Peter W. Coxon, ‘‘Greek Loan-Words and Alleged Greek Loan Translations in the
Book of Daniel,”’ Glasgow University Oriental Society Transactions 25 (1973-74):24.

2 ““The Aramaic of Daniel,”” in D. J. Wiseman et al., Notes on Some Problems in the Book of
Daniel (London: Tyndale Press, 1965), pp.31-79.

3 L. F.Hartman and A. Di Lella, The Book of Daniel (Garden City, N. Y.: Doubleday &
Co., 1978), p.13.

¢ In the Journal of Semitic.Studies 11 (1966):112-16.

5 E. Y. Kutscher, ‘‘Aramaic,”” Current Trends in Linguistics VI, ed. T. A. Sebeok (The
Hague: Mouton, 1970), pp. 401-402. Cf. A. R. Millard, ‘‘Daniel 1-6 and History,”’
The Evangelical Quarterly 49 (1977):67-68; Joyce G. Baldwin, Dantel (Leicester: Inter-
Varsity Press, 1978), pp.31-32.

6 Coxon, p.31.
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Aegean and the Near East in the Middle Bronze period,’ extensive trade
developed in the Late Bronze age. The distribution of Mycenaean pot-
tery in the Levant has been catalogued by Hankey.?

After the disruption of the Dorian invasion and the dislocation of the
Sea Peoples c¢.1200 BC, the Aegean entered a Dark Age which saw a
great diminution if not a complete cessation of trade. From the early
part of this era a Protogeometric hydria (11th-10th cent. BC) was dis-
covered at Shigmona near Mount Carmel in 1970.°

In an important study which surveys Greek imported ware along the
Levant, Riis notes the extensive importation of Protogeometric cups
(9th cent. BC) at many sites along the coast such as Sukas, Abu Hawam,
Askalon, at inland sites such as Tayinat, Hama, and even into Meso-
potamia in the Habur Valley, Halaf, and Nineveh.'® Riis dates the re-
newed influx of Greeks into the Near East from about 850 BC on the
following data:

I may recapitulate that Tall Aba Hawam III, Megiddo IV, and Samaria V
were the earliest strata to yield Greek Geometric ware, but that there is no
unanimity about the dates of these deposits. Nevertheless it seems beyond
doubt that Tall Abi Hawim III belongs to a time before about 815 BC,
Megiddo IV to one before about 750 BC and Samaria V before about 735
BC, and the lowest proposed beginnings of the said strata are about 980, 850,
and 750 BC respectively.'!

Though Greeks were in the area by the 9th cent., it was only ¢.675 BC
that a Greek temple was built at Sukas. The first Greek inscription
comes from a still later stratum — “‘a spindle-whorl of local clay, but of a
Greek 8th-6th century type was inscribed about 600 BC in a Greek dia-
lect and in Greek characters betraying an Insular origin of the owner

2312

From Palestine itself excavations, particularly along the coast, have

7 Greece and Babylon: Early Contacts between the Aegean and the Near East (hereafter GB)
(Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1967), pp.26-32; ‘“The Greek Words in Daniel in
the Light of Greek Influence in the Near East,”’ in New Perspectives on the Old Testament
(hereafter NPOT), ed. J. B. Payne (Waco: Word Books, 1970), pp.177-78.

8 V. Hankey, ‘“Mycenaean Pottery in the Middle East: Notes on Finds Since 1951,”
Annual of the British School at Athens 62 (1967): 107-42; idem, ‘‘Mycenaean Trade with
the South-Eastern Mediterranean,’’ Mélanges de I’Université Saint- Joseph 46 (1970-71):
11-30.

9 Israel Exploration Journal 20 (1970):230.

10 P. J. Riis, Sukas I: The North-East Sanctuary and the First Settling of Greeks in Syria and Pales-
tine (Copenhagen: Munksgaard, 1970), pp.142ff.

11 Ibid., p.162.

12 TIbid., p.158.
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added year by year to the list of imported Greek ware, particularly from
the 7th through the 5th cent. BC. In the 7th and 6th cent. it was pri-
marily Eastern Greek (Ionian) and Cypriote ware; from the 5th cent. it
was primarily a matter of Attic ware from Athens. "

Greck ware of the 7th cent. was recovered by M. Dothan at Ashdod.!*
More recently in the remains of a 7th-cent. Assyrian palace at Shari’a,
10 miles NW of Beersheba, excavators have found Greek wine am-
phorae, a Corinthian aryballos, and the head of a Greek figurine.*®

Greek pottery of the 6th-5th cent. has been discovered at the following
sites within the last decade:

Akko. East Greek pottery, a rare Attic red-figured bell krater, Greek
amphorae, etc.'®

Ashdod: ‘‘Many sherds of Greek red-and-black painted ware, includ-
ing one with what appears to be a Homeric scene.””!’

Shari’a: glazed Attic ware, red-figured lekythos, bronze fibulae of the
Greek type.'®

Tell Gamma: numerous Attic red-figure ware.*

Tel Megadim: an abundance of Attic and Cypriote wares.”

Tell Qedesh: a large quantity of Attic pottery including black-figure,
red-figure, and black glazed wares.?'

Yognecam: Attic and Cypriote wares.”

Ephraim Stern, who has written a dissertation summarizing the ar-
chaeological evidence of the Persian period (in Hebrew with an English
summary), states: ‘‘This leads to the conclusion that the Greek cultural
conquest preceded the Greek political conquest in Palestine by many
years.”’? In a later article summarizing his findings, Stern concluded:

13 GB, pp. 47ff., 54ff., 81; Dominique Auscher, ‘‘Les relations entre la Grece et la Pales-
tine avant la conquéte d’Alexandre,”’ Vetus Testamentum 17 (1967):8-30.

14 Israel Exploration Journal 18 (1968):254.

15 American Schools of Oriental Research Newsletter (May, 1977):10; Encylopedia of Archaeological
Excavations in the Holy Land, ed. M. Avi-Yonah and E. Stern (Jerusalem: Israel Ex-
ploration Society, 1977), III, p.1062.

16 Israel Exploration jJournal 25 (1975):165; idem 27 (1977):241-42; Bulletin of the American
Schools of Oriental Research 224 (1976):21, 27.

17 Christian News from Israel 20.3-4 (1969):50.

18 Israel Exploration Journal 24 (1974):264; Avi-Yonah, Encyclopedia III, p.1059.

19 Israel Exploration Journal 20 (1970):230.

20 Christian News from Israel 19.3-4 (1968):42.

21 Christian News from Israel 20.3-4 (1969):41.

22 Israel Exploration Journal 28 (1978):75.

23 Ephraim Stern, Ha-tarbut ha-homnit shel Yisrael ba-tequfa ha-parsit (538-332) ‘‘The
Material Culture of the Land of the Bible in the Persian Period’’ (Jerusalem: Bialik
Institute and Israel Exploration Society, 1973), p. XXXI.
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‘“This fits the picture of life in the arca as portrayed both by the sources
and by the archaeological finds, namely of expanding Greek trade at the
end of the 8th century and mainly in the 7th century . . .7"%

2.IONIAN/Y AWAN/Y AMAN

The archaeological data supports the textual evidence that Jonian
Greeks penetrated not only the Syro-Palestinian coast but the interior
regions of the Near East well before 500 BC.

The Hebrew word for the Grecks, Yawan or Javan (Pl Javanim) is
derived from  the Greek “ldoveg =  *'lajpoveg (¢f. Lincar B,
I-ya-wo-ne), as the fist contacts were with the Greeks from the settle-
ments of Tonia on the western coast ol "Purkey ™

The word appears in the Table of Nations (Gen. 10:4), where the sons
of Javan are listed, according to the NIV, as: Elishah, Tarshish, the
Kittim and the Rodanim.

Elishah is the same as the name Alashiya tound in Egyptian, Hittite,
and Ugaritic texts. Most scholars identity the site as Cyprus.®

Tarshish 1s based on a Phoenician word which means “‘smeltery,”
and was the name of many sites, including Tartessus in far-off Spain.”
In this context, it no doubt means Tarsus in Cilicia, the home of Paul.

The word Kittim is derived from Kition, a Mycenacan settlement on
Cyprus.? In the Old Testament it is used of the Greeks as also in the
Arad ostraca.® In the Dead Sca Scrolls, however, the term has come to
mean the Romans.*

24 Ephraim Stern, *‘Israel at the Close of the Period of the Monarchy: An Archaeological
Survey,”’ Biblical Archaeologist 38 (1975):53.

% J. M. Cook, The Greeks in lonia and the East (New York: F. A, Pracger, 1963).

2 Y. Lynn Holmes, ““The Location of Alashiya,”’ fournal of the American Oriental Society 91
(1971):426-29.

27 W F. Albright, *The Role of the Canaanites in the History o Civilization, ™" The Bible
and the Ancient Near East, ¢d. G, Ernest Wright (Garden City . N.Y 5 Doubleday, 1961),
pp.347, 361. The suggestion of Harold G. Stigers, A Commentary on Genesis (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1976), p.123, that this Tarshish is that on Sardinia is most
unlikely. All the other terms in this context are in the eastern Mediterranean and in-
volve Mycenaean/lonian settlements and not Phoenician ones. According to A. G.
Woodhead, The Greeks in the West (New York: F. A. Praeger, 1962), p. 73: **This island
(Sardinia), to judge from a number of scattered references, the Greeks greatly
coveted; but they never acquired it.”” See also M. Guido, Sardinia (New York: F. A.
Praeger, 1964).

28 See Vassos Karageorghis, Kition: Mycenaean and Phoenician (London: Oxford
University, 1973).

2% NPOT, p.187.

30 F. M. Cross, The Ancient Library of Qumran (2nd ed.; Garden City, N. Y.: Doubleday
and Co., 1961), p.124.
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Though the Masoretic Text in Gen. 10:4 has Dodanim, the correct
reading is no doubt Rodanim (as in I Chron. 1:7), signifying the inhabi-
tants of the large island Rhodes, where there were Minoan and
Mycenaean colonies.

Riis, speaking as a classical archaeologist rather than a biblical
exegete, has this important comment upon Gen. 10:4.

So the genealogical list of the Old Festament apparently contains some truth
as far as the ethnie relations of Yawan, Tarsos, Alasiva, Kition, and Rhodes
are conceraed. I Yawan originally meant lonians it must have been adopted
by the Semitic languages in the period before the destruction of Alasiva about
1000 BC. betore the establishment of a Phoenician rule over Kition in the
10th century BCand before the Dorians” coming to Rhodes at the same

- il
te.

Ezek. 27:13 speaks of T'yre’s trade with Greece (Javan). The Hebrews
are accused of selling their kinsmen as slaves to the Greeks (Javanim) in
Joel 3:6 (Heb. 4:6), a work which has been shown to be pre-exilic in
date.™

A related form of the word Yavan also appears in cuneiform texts
from the time of Sargon II (722-705 BC):

Akkadian Yaman

Old Persian Yauna

Elamite Yauna.*

3. THE ASSYRIAN EMPIRE

One might well concede contacts between the Aegean and the Levant,
but question whether Greek objects and words could have penetrated
into Mesopotamia. The archaeological and the textual data demonstrate
that Aegean influence did penetrate the interior at an early date. In
addition to the evidence which I have already collected,* I might note
the following:

The German excavators found at Babylon in the area of Merkes

31 Riis, p.134. On other ethnic identifications in the Table of Nations, see Edwin
Yamauchi, ‘‘Meshech, Tubal, and Company,”’ journal of the Evangelical Theological
Society 19 (1976):239-47.

32 J. M. Myers, ‘‘Some Considerations Bearing on the Date of Joel,”” Zeitschrift fiir
alttestamentliche Wissenschaft 74 (1962):177-95.

33 W. Réllig, *‘Griechische Eigennamen in Texten der babylonischen Spitzeit,”
Orientalia 29 (1960):383. In the Persian Empire Yauna was a designation for Greeks,
especially those of the VIIth satrapy which included the west and south coasts of
Anatolia. See Riis, p.133.

3 GB, pp.61-63; NPOT, p.186.
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cremation burials, which they ascribe to Greeks. These were found in
the levels before the destruction of the city by Sennacherib, that is, in the
very early 7th cent. BC.*

Sennacherib describes in an octagonal prism dated to 694 BC his de-
feat of the Ionians of Gilicia.* According to King:

The deportation of considerable bodies of these (Ionian) men to Nineveh,
where they were employed upon the royal palace then in course of construc-
tion, may well have had important effects, in certain directions, on contem-
porary Assyrian work.”’

King suggests that this may help to explain the statement in Abydenus
that Sennacherib ‘‘erected a temple of the Athenians.”” Commenting on
small buildings built by Sargon and Ashurbanipal, King observes: *‘But
the columns, their most striking feature, furnished with bases and
voluted capitals, quite give an impression of proto-lonic work.”’*
Sennacherib also used some of the Ionians as mercenaries in his army.

At the Aegean end of the trade route, some Assyrian glazed pottery
has been found in recent excavations at Sardis in Lydia, an area just to
the east of Ionia.*

4. THE NEO-BABYLONIAN EMPIRE

We have evidence also of contacts between Lydia and the Neo-Baby-
lonian Empire. At Sardis were found Neo-Babylonian seals.*” In Baby-
lon itself the famous ration tablets published by Weidner list in addition
to Jews and Egyptians, four Lydian names.*

The throne room of Nebuchadnezzar at Babylon betrays Greek influ-
ence.* Seton Lloyd comments: ‘A tall panel recovered from a wall out-
side the throne-room is of special interest, in that classical motifs are
adapted to the design, suggesting that some contact now existed between
Babylon and Greece.”’*

35 E. Schmidt, ‘‘Die Griechen in Babylon und das weiterleben ihren Kultur,”’ Jakrbuch
des Deutschen archaologischen Instituts 56 (1941):797.
36 GB, p.63.

37 L. W. King, ““Sennacherib and the Ionians,’’ Journal of Hellenic Studies 30 (1910):331.

38 Ibid., p.334.

39 G. M. A. Hanfmann and N. H. Ramage, Sculpture from Sardis (Cambridge: Harvard
University, 1978), p.14.

40 Ibid.

41 E. F. Weidner, ‘‘Jojachin, Kénig von Juda, in Babylonischen Keilschrifttexten,’’ Mé-
langes Syriens offerts & M. René Dussaud (Paris: Paul Geuthner, 1939), II, pp.923-24.

92 GB, pp.14, 68-69.

43 Seton Lloyd, The Archaeology of Mesopotamia (New York: Thames and Hudson, 1978),
p.228.
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Oppenheim has published two Neo-Babylonian texts from Uruk
(YOS 6.168 and TCL 12.84) which detail trade between Mesopotamia
and Greek centres (Yamana) in copper and iron.*

Greek pottery is represented in Babylonia at the earliest by one
Mycenaean sherd.* After a gap during the Greek Dark Ages, imports
began again with red-figure ware (after 530 BC), with most of the pieces
coming from the 4th cent. Sherds were found in the homes, the palace,
and temples.* Among two fine painted pieces were those by the painter
Sotades (fl. 460-450 BC).

5. THE PERSIAN EMPIRE

According to Dan. 5, Daniel himself witnessed the overthrow of Baby-
lon, by Cyrus in 539 BC.* First-hand Persian contact with the Ionian
Greeks had come some time before with the conquest by Cyrus of Lydia
and of Ionia in 547/546.%

At his new capital at Pasargadae Cyrus employed Ionian craftsmen.*
Carl Nylander has fully examined the evidence of Ionian stone masons
at Pasargadae.®

The Achaemenid kings also used the ancient Elamite capital of Susa,
which was the setting for the drama of Esther.’! Darius’ famous building
inscription.describing the erection of his palace at Susa, explicitly names
Ionian workmen.* Some Greek ware has been found at Susa.”

It is especially from the new capital of Darius I at Persepolis that we
have clearly dated evidence for the presence of Greeks.” The Treasury

#  A. L. Oppenheim, ‘‘Essay on Overland Trade in the First Millennium BC,”’ Journal of
Cunetform Studies 21 (1969):236-54.

4 NPOT, pp.180, 196, n.79.

4 Schmidt, p.794.

47 On Cyrus’ policy toward the Jews see my article, ‘‘Archaeological Backgrounds of the
Exilic and Postexilic Era: III. Ezra,”’ Bibliotheca Sacra (forthcoming).

48 GB, pp.72-84; NPOT, pp.188-92.

49 Yamauchi, ‘‘The Achaemenid Capitals,”’ (note 22) pp.20-25.

50 Carl Nylander, lontans in Pasargadae (Lund:Uppsala Studies, 1970).

51 Yamauchi, ‘“The Achaemenid Capitals,’’ pp.5-14. The so-called ‘‘Tomb of Daniel’’
is a mosque, which was observed by Benjamin of Tudela (12th cent.). Its foundation
may go back to the 8th or the 7th cent. AD. See S. Matheson, Persia: An Archaeological
Guide (London: Faber and Faber, 1972), pp.150-51.

32 Friedrich Krefter, ‘‘Zur Steinmetztechnik von Persepolis,’” Festschrift fiir Wilhelm Eilers
{Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1967), p.441.

33 Keith De Vries, ‘‘Attic Pottery in the Achaemenid Empire,’’ American_Journal of Archae-
ology 81 (1977):546.

3 G. Goosens, ‘‘Atrtistes et artisans étrangers en Perse sous Les Achéménides,”’ La nou-
velle Clio 1 (1949):32-44.
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Tablets, dated 492 to 458 BC, list among the kurtash workers: 55
Egyptians, 313 Syrians, and 201 Syrian, Egyptian, and Ionian
workers.” T'wo of the Greek stone masons inscribed their names, Pytar-
chos and Nychon.*

The earlier Elamite Fortification Tablets are dated from 509 to 494
BC. Among the names is one Yaunaparza, which Gershevitch analyses as
*yauna-b(a)rja ‘‘He who welcomes Greeks.’’>” Hallock notes that there is
even one tablet (Fort. 1771) written in Greek: OINOS DUO MARIS
TEBET ‘‘Two marrish of wine. Tebet.”’*® He further observes:

PF 1224 mentions Ionian mothers at Persepolis, nine of whom bore boys and
received each 2 quarts of grain, while fourteen bore girls and received each !
quart. A coin bearing the Athenian owl is impressed, in lieu of a stamp seal
on PF 2053. Ionian works appear at Persepolis in PT 15, and at Susa, work-
ing on the royal palace, in Dsf29 and 42.%

In the foundation of the Apadana, built between 517 and 514, were
found four Lydian gold and four Greek silver coins.®

From the late Achaemenid period prior to the coming of Alexander,
we have the names of 45 Greeks who served as ambassadors to the Per-
sian court.®

6. SEMITIC WORDS IN GREEK

The converse of Greek words in Semitic dialects is the phenomenon of
Semitic words in Greek from centuries before Alexander’s conquests.®
A symposium edited by Krause listed 40 Akkadian words in European
languages, including six in Greek.®® Emily Vermeule accepts Semitic,
specifically Canaanite etymologies for the following Greek words:

% Muhammad A. Dandamayev, ‘‘Politische und wirtschaftliche Geschichte,”” Beitrige
zur Achdmenidengeschichte, ed. G. Walser (Wiesbaden: Franz Steiner, 1972), p.40.

% Krefter, p.441.

57 1. Gershevitch, ‘‘Amber at Persepolis,”’ Studia Classica et Orientalia Antonino Pagliaro
Oblata (Rome: Istituto di Glottologia dell’Universita di Roma, 1969), II, p.246.

58 R. T. Hallock, Persepolis Fortification Tablets (Chicago: University of Chicago, 1969),
p-2.

59 Ibid.

60 Dandamayev, p.45.

61 The earlier work of A. Wiedersich in his 1922, Breslau, dissertation, ‘‘Prosopographie
der Griechen beim Perserkonig,”’ is now being updated. See Josef Hofstetter, ‘‘Zu den
griechischen Gesandtschaften nach Persien,’’ in Walser, p.95.

62 GB, p.60.

63 Wilhelm Krause, ‘‘Griechische-orientalische Lehnwortbeziehungen,’” Festschrift fir
Karl Vretska (Heidelberg: C. Winter, 1970), p.89.
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poivié phoenix palmtree, or griffin

ALPLOOG gold

XiTOV tunic

onoaun sesame

Gpopog blameless, with the alpha privative negating

the concept of mim *‘physical blemish.’"®

In an important monograph Masson lists the following early Semitic

loans in Greek, in addition to those already mentioned:

Bvooog fine linen
GAaKKOG coarse cloth
owdmv a garment
YOLAOG milk jar
Kkadog wine vessel
Kivwdpov cinnamon
KpoOKOG crocus
Kouivov cummin
Séltog writing tablet
fomg jasper
KGuniog camel, etc.%®

Most significant for our study are the following musical instruments

listed by Masson as certain or probable loans:

vaBiag harp; cf. Hebrew nzbel 5

navdobpa lute®’

oaupikn small triangular harp; cf. Aramaic sabkd’ in
Dan. 3:5%

Toumavov tambourine; cf. Hebrew tuppim®

7. INTELLECTUAL INFLUENCES

Far more difficult to trace than pottery and coins, but of greater signifi-
cance were the spiritual and intellectual contacts between the Aegean
and the Near East. In this case, we have for various reasons more evi-
dence in the west than in the east.

Some of the parallels, alleged for example by Cyrus H. Gordon, have

64

65

67

69

Emily Vermeule, Greece in the Bronze Age (Chicago: University of Chicago, 1972),
pp.71-72.

Emilia Masson, Recherches sur les plus anciens emprunts sémitiques en grec (Paris: C. Klinck-
sieck, 1967), pp.19-67.

Ibid., pp.67-69.

Ibid., pp.90-91. -

Ibid., pp.91-93.

Ibid., pp.94-95.

45



46

The Evangelical Quarterly

come under question.” But though he may be proven to be mistaken in
some details, surely Professor Gordon is correct in emphasizing the com-
mon background of Greek and Near Eastern cultures.”” With publica-
tion of more data, scholars like Walcot are beginning to realize the great
debt that Greek religion owed to Semitic sources.™

What may be demonstrated as a clear case of Near Eastern influence
is the diffusion of the practice of cultic prostitution under the spon-
sorship of Ishtar/Astarte/Aphrodite through the mediation of the Pho-
enicians.” In this case, we even have the artistic representations of the
goddess to illustrate the transmission of the cult, namely Astarte plaques
manufactured in Hamath. Riis observes:

The apparition at Corinth of such a piece and of a plaque which also seems
Phoenician or Syrian is not at all astonishing, considering that the Corinthian
pottery style began to be represented at Sikas in the later third of the 8th
century BC, as also at Al-Mina.”

Similar Hamath ivories were found at the Dipylon cemetery at Athens
from levels prior to 725 BC.”

Less certain is the relation between the plague gods — Mesopotamian
Nergal, Ugaritic Resheph, Canaanite Mekal, and Greek Apollo — re-
cently proposed by Schretter.”™

Though we cannot uncritically accept all the stories which ascribed a
Near Eastern inspiration for the various Greek philosophers of Ionia,”” a
careful study of both the historical situation and of the respective texts of
the west and of the east, convinces M. L. West that the traditions of such
borrowing are sound in the case of the following 6th-cent. BC phil-
osophers: Pherecydes, Anaximander, Anaximenes, and Heraclitus.”

70 See Peter Walcot, ‘‘Comparative Study of Ugaritic and Greek Literatures,’” Ugarit-
Forschungen 1 (1969):111-18.

7t For arecent review see J. H. Cowell, ‘‘Foreign Influences on Greek Religion,”’ Pegasus
13 (1971):8-29.

72 Peter Walcot, Hesiod and the Near East (Cardiff: University of Wales, 1966); Eléments
orientaux dans la religion grecque ancienne (Paris: Presses Universitaires de France, 1960);
Les syncretismes dans les religions de Uantiquité (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1975).

73 See Edwin Yamauchi, ‘‘Cultic Prostitution,”’ Orient and Occident, ed, H. Hoffner, Jr.
(Kevelaer: Butzon und Bercker, 1973), pp.213-22. On the date of the Phoenician ex-
pansion, see J. Muhly, ‘‘Homer and the Phoenicians,’’ Berytus 19 (1970):19-64.

4 Riis, p.172. Cf. GB, pp.52-53.

75 Riis, p.170.

76 Manfred K. Schretter, Alter Orient und Hellas (Innsburck: Institut fiir Sprachwissen-
schaft der Universitat Innsbruck, 1974), pp.225-27.

7 GB, p.85.

8 M. L. West, Early Greek Philosophy and the Orient (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1971).
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A specific case of borrowing may be seen in the discovery of the so-

called Metonic calendar in Babylonia in 481 BC, soon before its publi-
cation in Athens in 432 BC.™

CONCLUSIONS

Nearly a decade ago at the end of a similar survey, I had written:

In conclusion, we may safely say that the presence of Greek words in an Old
Testament book is not a proof of Hellenistic date, in view of the abundant op-
portunities for contacts between the Aegean and the Near East before Alex-
ander. The evidence which I have presented is but a small fraction, which no
doubt will be amplified many times by future discoveries.

I believe that this conclusion is irrefutable. Though current commen-
taries on Daniel continue to ignore the evidence, further archaeological
evidence will, T predict, serve but to strengthen it. Hopefully future
commentaries will come to recognize that the Greek words in Daniel
cannot be used to date the book to the Hellenistic age.”
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