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Concerning Spiritual Gifts

By E. ]. G. TITTERINGTON, M.A.

N writing this little article, it is not our purpose
I to present an exhaustive treatise upon the
spiritual *' gifts,”” but rather to attempt to sup-

ply a scriptural answer to the question, ‘* What is
the use of them~—and especially, of the gift ot
tongues? > For while it is possible to ask this ques-
tion in an unreasonable spirit, that would criticise the
very gifts of God Himself, yet the question is not in
itself unreasonable, seeing that Scripture itself sup-
lies the answer. [t is, moreover, our duty to know
what this answer is—even as Paul says in [. Cor.
xii. 1, ‘‘ Concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I
would not have you ignorant.”” When the question
is put in all sincerity, and with a real desire to know
the truth, it is not to be brushed aside as frivolous,
or hastily dismissed as unworthy of a serious answer.

Furthermore, we desire to take the Word of God
as our only guide; and though it is hardly possible
to exclude altogether considerations based on per-
sonal experience, we would not desire that either we
ourselves or our readers should attach undue impor-
tance to them. We desire also to take the Scripture
as it stands, without attempting to force the meaning
of any passage, or reading into it more than is ac-
tually written, or in any way to strain the interpre-
tation beyond the natural sense of the words used,
us they would be generally understood. If in any
point we have seemed to transgress this rule, we
would urge the reader to follow without hesitation
what appears to him, under the guidarnce of the Holy
Spirit, to be the voice of Scripture.

For a similar reason we have not thought it worth
while to answer the various ingenious arguments put
forth to prove that the ** gifts '’ have been recalled
from the Church, or to prove that their nature was
Something different from that we have generally as-
Sumed it to be. We think it can be taken as an
axiom that the true sense of Scripture is that which
would be accepted by the ordinary reader; and that
anything which requires an ingenious argument to
establish it is on that very ground to be rejected;
Steing that the Scriptures were written for the plain
Man, and that if they required learning and ingenuity
"-'91‘ their understanding, it would not be true that

the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err
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therein.”” And we do not think that the ** wayfar-
ing men "’ are likely to entertain any doubt as o
the answer of Scripture to these questions.
(%3
C would not have you ignorant,” says the
Apostle Paul. But in these days his
warning seems to have gone largely unheeded. ~ There
can be many kinds of ignorance concerning the gifts.
We can be ignorant as to their place in the Church.
We can be ignorant as to what they are. We

can be ignorant as to their proper use. It may
be well to consider these in detail.

1. Tha Place -of the Gifts in the Church,

IN the verse above quoted (I. Cor. xii. 1), the
original contains no word for *‘ gifts ’’; but such a
word is easily supplied from other verses in the sume
chapter {e.g., 4, 9, 28, 30, 31). There the word
*“‘charisma’ is employed. It means a ‘““free favour,’
and is closely connected with the word translated
** grace.” The Norwegian Bible renders it by a word
meaning ‘‘ grace-gift.”> We shall not be far wrong
if we render it ‘“love token.’

If we study other passages in Scripture where this
word occurs, we shall find that it has a double sig-
nification. Tt is used

(1) of one gift which is the heritage of every be-
liever alike: as in Romans v, 15, 16; vi. 23.

(2) of a special gift bestowed on an individual by

the Holy Spirit, ‘‘ dividing to every man

severally as He will ” (I. Cor. xii. 11}. The

word is used in this sense in many passages,

including Rom. xii. 6; I. Cor. i. 7, vii. 7; L
Tim. iv. 14; II. Tim. i. 6; I, Peter iv. 10.

An interesting parallel is suggested by the two
parables of the ** Pounds '* and the ' Talents."” In
the one case an equal gift was given to each ser-
vant; in the other an urequal. The ** gift » referred
to in Rom. v. 16, 18; vi. 23 is our common salvation.
But in the other passages quoted this cannot be the
case; and we are led to ask, ** What gifts are spoken
of in the New Testament as distributed to individuals,
apart from such as are the heritage of all? '

ONCERNING spiritual gifts, brethren, I
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The ounly such gifts ever specified are these men-
tioned in I. Cor. xii.—=xiv.; and a comparison of the
passages already alluded to will prove that all these
gifts are of the same nature, and that they were far
more widespread -in the early Church than some are
willing to believe. They were by no means the ex-
clusive pussession of the Corinthians, The passage
in Rom. xil. is so closely parallel to I, Cor. xii. that
it is impossible to doubt that the *F gifts " spoken
of in the former passage arc of precisely the same
kind as those in the latter. 1. Peter iv. 10 re-echoes
almost the exact words of . Cor. vii. 7, and the
gifts referred to are doubtless of the same kind also.
Neither is it possible to discover what special ‘¢ gift »
Timothy could have possessed, if not a gift similar

to these; for no other individual gifts are ever men-
tioned.

THE two passages in Rom. xii. and I. Cor. xii
speak of the gifts as resident in the members of the
Church, which is the Body of Christ, and us being
for the benefit of the whole body. The argument s
developed in such a way as to imply that a church
without gifts is like a body withcut members—dead,
and fit only for the graveyard. The gifts are neces-
sary for the existence of the church, and for its
healthy activity; they are the outward expression of
its life. No member possesses a ‘‘ gift "’—a function
if one prefers so to regard it—merely for its own
service, but for the service of the whole hody of
which it forms a part. There iz need of a healthy
co-operation between the members. None must exalt
itsclf above the resl, and none must strive to exer-
cize the functions of another {see I. Cor. xii. 13-271.

The gifts must, then, be regarded in a twofeld as-
pect; first with regard to the whole body, and ithen
with regard to the member in whom ecach particular
gift resides.

It seems to be a clear inference from Scripture that
each community of believers should possess all the
gifts in active operation amongst its members, thougn
it is not necessary that any member should possess
more than one of the gifts.

The Scriptures do, however, indicate plainly that,
in a church modelled after the Divine pattern, every
member will have some special gift, in addition to
the salvation which is common to all. This appears
very clearly in I. Cor. vii. 7; ** Every man hath his
proper gift of God, onc after this manner, and an-
other after that.” A more literal rendering would
be ** Each man hath his own gift,”” as in the R.V.
So also in L. Peter iv. 10, which should be translated,
‘** Each man, according as he has received a (not
‘ the *) gift, let him minister the same . . ."" It 1s
distinctly implied that each man to whom the apostle
is writing has recelved a special gift for the ministry
of the church, though this is somewhat ohscured in
the authorised translation,

" THE ELIM EVANCEL
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1. The Nature of the Gifts.

THE gifts are gifts; that is to say they are bes-
towed by the Holy Spirit, and placed under the cun-
trol of the recipient. [t is quite incorrect to sav,
as many inay of Lhe gift of tongues, that God speak-
through the human organs of speech. The gifts e
our own, to exercise according to our own free wili,
Just as we exercise the natural faculties. They are
indeed very similur to the natural faculties, but s
dent in the spirit rather than in the mind. Perhaps
they cvan be regarded as the faculties of the spirit,
just in the same way as reason, memory, and speecl

may be regarded as faculties of the mind. It is u:
any rate hardly unreasonable to suppose that the
spirit should possess faculties of its own, though

they may be in abevance until the spirit is quickened
inte life; nor yet that the spirit should be abie to
control the organs of the body precisely as the mind |
does. And lest this reasoning may appeur to somec
tp be mere guess work, may we suggest that this
is the true meaning of I Cor. xii. 1: * Concerningy
the things of the spirit . . "

We are therefore as much responsible for the
exercise of the spiritpal gifts as of the nolurd
facultics. The will operates in exactly the samu way.
The faculty of speech is just as much a gift of Gad
as the gift of tongues; but man is responsible for
the wse he makecs of it, and it is in his power |
misuse it. It is precisely the same with the spiritual
gift. 1t is a ‘most important principle to be obscrved
{though onc that is often lost sight of), that God
rnever ahrogales man’s free will, wherefore it 15 writ-
ten, '‘the spirits of the prophets are subject to thr
prophets ' (L Cor. xiv. 32).

A NOTHER common mistake is to suppis 1hat
the gifts are of an ecstatic or emotional nature, ar
exercised in some abnormal way.  Their beantiful
simplicity and naturalness are so great that no one
whi did not possess them could possibly understan.
how simple and natural they are. [t might, per-|
haps, be possible to exercise them in a siate of
ecstasy, but this is by no means the cormon ex-
perience.  They ecan alse be accompanied hy Ao
emotional outburst, but this iz purely accidental, and
no part of the manifestation itself.

While, however, the gifls are resident in the spirit,
their purity depends on the maintenance of the true
harmony between the spirit and God; and, of course,
between the spirit, and the soul and body. 't is
possible for the soul to gain the ascendary, rither
momentarily or atherwise, The mind can then i
ject into the manifestation—of whatsoever soit L
he—something which comes from itself and thuughi
the resulting message may, perhaps, contain nothing
intrinsically harmful, it will be empty: © sowmlind
brass and tinkling cymbal.’* At other times definite
harm may result, Teading to self deception, to cemi

3




NP

—o e

THE ELIM

gorious judgment on pthers, or the like. It is: not
pecessary to assume in such cases that the gift is
due to the evil one, or even that he has obiained
cantrol ; it arise§ purely from the uncrucified self
fifc (sce Rom. vi. 11, etc.). .

If on the other hand, the spirit rules—as it should
—-and is in close touch with God, it can receive a real
message, and express it, more on les_s perfectly, by
means of the  gift,” and this is the right use of the
gilts.

WI-.' should like to emphasise here the fact that the
gifts are bestowed by God of His wondrous grace,
and for a very definite purpose. They are not to
be regarded as of necessity signs of superior sanctity
(though they should be of help to growth in holiness);
for they cannot be purchased by merit, inasmuch as
they cost no less a price than the preciois blood
of Christ. The possessor finds in them no just oec-
easion of boasting; but rather on the contrary does
their possession bring a sense of humiliation. Their
glory is so great that one is filled with a sense ..f
one's own unworthiness, They are indeed his love
tokens, and should be so regarded; in themselves, as
o comparatively small value, except in so far as they
express the love of the Giver; and they should draw
one's thoughts rather to Him than to oneself, When

W
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we say that they are of compuratively small value,
this is not to belittle them; they are truly royal gifts,
and worthy of their Giver. But God farbid that we
should ever think more of the scal and token of His
love, than of Him who Himself is Love.

111, The Proper Use of the Bifts.

Tue right use of the gifts is a use based on the
principles already enunciated; and if we recognisce
clearly our true place and position in the Body of
Christ, continually *‘ holding the Head ** {Col. ii. 19},
we shall be in no danger of misusing whatever gifts
are entrusted to us, 1If we endeavour by God’s grace
to * keep the unity of the Spirit ” we shall be saved
from the danger of fanaticism and excess. This is,
in part, the meaning of 1. Cor. xiii.—a chapter which
we do not always remember has reference to the gifts.
Chapter xii. describes the gifts and their relation to
the Church; Chapter xiv. gives minute directions for
their use, Chapter xiii., which comes between them,
expounds the principle to which they must always be
subject—the principle of lewe, which includes at the
same time, communion with God, and fellowship with
believers. The exercise of any gift should always he
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, as should also,
indeed, be the exercise of any other faculty.
{To be concluded).

Divine Healing Outline

1. God’s covenant with His people (Exodus xv.
284 xxiii. 20-25; Deut. vii. 15; Numbers xxi. 8, 9).

2, Obedience versus disobedience (Deut. xxviii.
1-30; Numbers xxi. 4-10; Psalm cvii. 17-21; Hen.
X. 28, 29).

3. God’s will to heal His children (Matt. viii. 1-17;
Mark i. 41; Luke v. 13; Heb. x. 7; John iv. 34).

4 Healing in the Atonement (Psalm ciii. 3; Matt.
Vi, 16; Isaiah iv. §; 1. Peter il 24).

5. Proof of Christ’s divinity as much needed now
& Al any time (Mark ii. 10; Matt. ix. 28, 29; John
. 46 to end; John v, 10-19).

8. The children’s bread their right (Matt. xv. 22-
28; Mark vii. 29, 30).

7. Christ’s testimony of Himself (Luke iv. 16-21;
Vi 19-23; John vi. 82, 63; xix. 12-24; xv. 7).
8. Peter’s testimony of Christ {Acts x. 38, 39).

4-9' Christ’s commission to His church {Matt.
3 o end; x, 1-19; xxviii.
tn end).

10, Directions to His church (James v. 13-16),
L Faith in God (I. John wv. 11-16; Mark xi.
12-27; Psalm iv. 5, 6).

241:2. Bclievi_ng prayer (I. John iii. 18-23: Mark «i.

; M%tt. Xx1. 22 xxviii, 19, 20; Mark ix. 17-30;
Janies i, 6-8; John xi. 22).

ix.
18 to end; Mark xvi. 14
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13. Faith not sight (Matt. viii. 8-14; Rom. iv.
17-25; Heb. xi.).

14. The earnest of resurrection life (Rom. viii. 11;
i. Cor, iii. 16, 17).

15. Rejoice and act your faith (II. Chron. xx.
2i, 22).
16. Your faith will be tried (James i 2-4; I

Peter iv. 12, 13; i. 7).

17, Those who fail to retain healing (Mark iv,
17-26; Luke viii. 13}.—Sel.

THE EL'M BIBLE COLLEGE
CORRESPONOENCE SCHOOL

although only commenced three months ago has, as far
as we know, a

larger number of students than any other Bible
Correspondence School in  the British Isles.
No other school offers such a complete course for such
a low fee, The fee is only 10/- per year, 5/- for six
manths, ar 2/6 for three months, for

Any Part of the World.

See further particulars on cover fi. and write for au
application form.
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Is Christ Really Coming?

The Certainty of His Coming (Continued)
By P. H. HULBERT,

C. Apostolic Revelation,

THE evidence of Apostolic revelation would of
itself fill a fair sized book. We shall only be
able to glance briefly at a few of the many
references. It will be fitting to turn to the first letter

written by the great apostle of the Gentiles, I. Thess.

. 8, 10: *‘ For they themselves show unto us, what
manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye
turned to God from idols, to serve the living and true
God and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He
raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us

from the wrath to come.”

That the second coming of Christ had a prominent
place in the apostle’s teaching is evidenced in these
two first letters that he wrote, for it is mentioned in
either one or other of its two aspects, in every chap-
ter. That it was a living hope with the Thessalonians,
is seen by the above verses. They turned to God
from idols, to serve the living and true God, and to
wait for His Son from heaven. They were actively
engaged in service for their coming Lord. It has
been objected by some that this can hardly be the
true meaning of the verse, because it is nearly 2,00
years since the letter was written to the Thessa-
lonians, and the Lord has not yet come. That may
be, but they are still waiting, for they have not yet
received their resurrection hodies; their spirits are in
the presence of their beloved Lord, but full salvation
will not be accomplished, until they receive their glori-
fied bodies; and they will not receive them, until we
receive ours. They are waiting in blessed anticipation
of that day: they suffer no inconvenience; they are
perfectly happy, but not perfectly glorified : they are
far better off than we are, but they are still waiting.

Possibly a simple illustration will help us here. The
writer in the course of his many travels conducting
missions in various parts of the country, frequently
finds himself stranded at some out of the way junction,
and often at night, He usually travels third class
{possibly because there is no fourth) and finding him-
self with several hours to wait, does what he can to
make the best of things. Strolling along the plat-
form, he sees the first class waiting room with a nice
bright fire burning, several nice arm chairs, some
passengers reading and quite comfortable. Holding
only a "third class ticket he is debarred these com-
forts and has to seek the third class waiting room.
But how different, hard uninviting seats, an empty
grate, in fact the very embodiment of cheerlessness.
But he has to wait, and make the best of the condi-
tions. The Thessalonians are very comfortable in
the first class waiting place, viz., ** Paradise,”” which

-+

means a large park; whilst we who are in the body,
are in the third class place, viz., this world. Both
waiting, they in comfort, we are in all our discomforts
and trials. And the time? Well 2,000 years arc noth-
ing in eternity, for they count not time by years, and
even if they did, remember, that 1,000 years with the
Lord is as one day, so it's only two days so far as
they are concerned. And not only are the Thessa-
lonians waiting, but the whole creation is waiting, an:d
waiting with outstretched neck (that is the simile)
and what are they waiting for? The manifestation
of the sons of God (Rom. viii. 19}. They turned,
they served, they waited.

Now turning to I. Thess. iv., we have a wondoer-
ful unfolding of this blessed truth, verse 13, ‘* But
I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, con-
cerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow nol
even as others which have no hope, for if we believe
that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him.”* The
Thessalonians were being shaken in their faith by the
death or falling asleep of some of their number, and
they were sorrowing, thinking they would miss some-
thing by not-living until the Lord came, for they
had turned to God and were waiting for His Son
from heaven, even Jesus. The apostle seeks to com-
fort them with the glad fact, that those who hal
fallen asleep were with the Lord; and he further tells
them that God would bring them with Jesus wlen
He came, (how this rings the death knell of ihat
awful error, Soul-sleep). They must be with the Tord
Jesus or they could not be brought with Him, and
this was linked with their faith in the fact that Christ
had died and had risen again {the most stupendous
fact in the world’s history). < For this we say unto
you by the Word of the Lord, that we whicli are
alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord, shall
not prevent, or go before them which are aslecp, for
the
Lord Himself

shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God,
and the dead in Christ shall rise first, then we which
arc alive and remain, shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in tht air,
and so shall we ever be with the Lord, wherclfore
comfort one another with these words.”’

THERE are several points of the deepest interest
and importance to be observed in these wonderful
words., Some we will pass over for the moment :and
deal with under our second heading, namely, “ 1'h¢
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shout, the voice of the archangel, and ihl.? trump of
God.”” But notice ﬁ_rst the person who is coming,
{v. 16). The Lord Himself, not another, nor an angel,
jpot a company of angels, _blessed as thag would be;
it is the Lord Himself. D}d'H& not say in John xjv.
1.3, “1f I go away I will come again and receive
you unto l\'fyself.”

The author remembers a beautiful story which will
illustrate this personal coming of the Saviour. *“*The
late Earl Carrick (who tock a deep interest in the writer
when quite @ young convert, and prayed. long and
curnestly for im} invited the late Henry Moorhouse to
treland.  Henry Moorhouse was a great favourite with
his tordship. The story goes, if the writer’s memory
serves him correctly, that H. Moorhouse arrived at the
station, and saw his lordship’s carriage waiting. He
naturaliy thought the carriage was to take him to the
ciarl’s residence, and asked the coachman if that was
0. The coachman answered in the negative ; he was
there to meet some of his lordship’s friends. So
Heory Moorhouse was on the point of walking along
with his bag in his hand, when he saw a lovely
pidr of horses attached to a carriage coming along,
and an erect figure on the box. As the carriage drew
up, the welcome voice of Earl Carrick said, ‘ jump
in Moorhouse.” "' He did not send his servants to
feteh Mr. Moorhouse, his lordship came himself. Ol
yes, the Onc who is coming is the Lord Himself.

Then you will notice the purpose of His coming.
Just as He stated in John xiv., ** To take us to be
with Himself, or ever with the Lord.” And notice
flso ** Comfort one another with these words.”
How like our blessed Lord’s words are the words of
the apostle Paul. The Lord Jesus said, ‘“ Let not
your heart be troubled.” The apostle, *° Comfort
one another with these words,” The Lord Jesus,
“If 1 go I will come again.” The apostle Paul,
" The Lord Himself shall descend.”” The Lovd Jesus,
““That where I am ye may be also.”” The apostle,
* We shall meet the Lord in the air, and so shall
we be for ever with the Lord.”

WRITING to the Romans, the apostle says {(Rom.
\'ni_.- 23}, ** Even we ourselves groan within ourselves,
wiiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of
our bodies.”’” Writing to the Corinthians he says
(xv. 51), *“ Behold I shew voit a mystery, we shall
nut all sleep, but we shall ali be changed; in a
Mament, in the twinkling of an eye, at the lust
"umP_; for the trumpet shall sound and the dead shall
¢ raised incorruptible, "and we shall be changed.”
Ve reserve our remarks on thesc verses for the
present.  Again in . Cor. iv. 5, he says, ' Judge
Nothing before the time until the Lord come.” The
df'y of judgment is stift future, we are not to anti-
t'pate.  This js the day of Grace, so let us be care-
ful, for when the Lord comes, all the hidden things
ot darkness will be made manifest.” Writing to the
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beloved Philippians, he says (Phil. iii. 20}, * For our
conversation {or citizenship) is in heaven, from whence
also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ
who shall change our vile body, that it may be
fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to
the working whereby He is able to subdue all things
unto Himself.” Again in Col. iii. 3, 4. ** For ye
are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God,
When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall
we also appear with Him in glory.” Writing to his
son in the faith, the beloved Timothy, he says (I, Tim.
vi. 13, 14}, ‘I give thee charge in the sight of Go,
who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus,
who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a goud confes-
sion, that thou keep this commandment without blot,
unrebukeable until the appearing of our Lord Jesus
Christ.””  Writing to Titus, he says (Titus ii. 11-13),
** For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared unto all men, teaching us that, denying un-
godliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously and godly, in this present world, looking
for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing Hf
the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.”

WHOEVER wrote the Epistle to the Hebrews, says
in chapter ix., verses 27, 28, *“ And as it is appointed
unto men once to die and after this the judgment,
so Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many,
and unto them that look for Him, shall He appear
the second time, without sin unto salvation.”’ And
again in chapter x., verse 37, ** For yet a little while,
and He that shall come, will come, and will not tarry.”’
I do not think it is right to say, ‘‘If the Lord tarry,”
for the Word of God declares He will not tarry;
better to say, ‘‘ If the Lord will.”” The Apostle
James says (v. 7, 8), ** Be patient therefore brethren
unto the coming of the Lord; behold the husband-
man waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and
hath long patience for it, until he receive the early
and latter rain, be ye also patient, stablish your
hearts for

The Coming of the Lord Draweth Nigh.'

And the beloved John writing his first epistle, chap-
ter iii., says, ‘‘ Behold what manner of love the
IFather hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God, but it doth not yet appear what
we shall be, but we-know that when He shall appear,
we shall be like Him, for we shail sce Him as He is,
and every man that hath this hope in him purifieth
himself even as He is pure.”

AnNp Peter, have you anything to say on this sulb-
ject? Yes, for in II. Peter i. 16, he says, ‘“We have
not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made
known unto you the power and coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but were eye witnesses of His majesty,
for He received from God, the Father, honour and
glory, when there came such a voice [rom the ex-
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cellent glory, This is My beloved Son in whom I am
well pleased, and this voice which came from heaven
we heard, when we were with Him in the holy
mount.””  ** Oh, but Peter,” says the higher critic,
‘ you have made a huge mistake, you see, Peter, you
are very illiterate, and you would not understand. It
was all a hallucination, Peter. You did not hear a
voice, you only thought you heard one. You did not
see any change, nor yet two men talking with Jesus.
You were overwrought, Peter, and whilst you mean
good, all this is imagination.” ‘* Is it? " says Peter,
1 admit I might have been mistaken, but wait n
moment ** (and methinks the eye of the aged servant
of God lights up with a heavenly glory as he says)
‘ We have also a more sure word of prophecy,
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed as unto o

Daily Readings
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light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn
and the day star arise in your hearts.” Splendid
finish, Peter, to the Apostolic Revelation, for you
are back on that impregnable rock of holy writ, that
tried word of Jehovah, of which He has said **Heaven
and earth shall pass away, but My Word shall never
pass until every jot and tittle is fulfilied.

1s Christ Really Coming?
We have seen under our first head.
of His coming,
(1) By His OwN DECLARATION.
{2) Bv AnceLic CONFIRMATION.
{3) By ArostoLic REVELATION.
The evidence is overwhelming and we have only
touched the fringe of it.
(To be continued).

and Meditations

The certainty

Being the Scripture Union portions with a meditation for each day by Pastor E. C. W. Boulton.

Thursday, February 16th. John ii. 13.25.

“ Take these things hence ' (verse 16).

How quickly He clexred and cleansed the temple of that
which was unholy. And so it is that when He comes in that
which defileth must be expelled—the unclean thing cannot lin-
ger in His spotless presence. How much there is in modern
religious life that would meet with Iis stern rebuke. And
perhaps that is the reason why His presence is unwelcome
i these days. An enthroned Christ would mean the over-
throw of so much that now forms an established part of
“neminal Christianity. The purging process would probably
commence in the pulpit, and the hand of God would remove that
which causes defilement to the sanctuary, When the Lord com-
mences lo work in Holy Ghost power, what an upheaval takes
place amongst those who call themselves by His name. When
the waters from on high come flowing in, how the temple is
swept of its impurities, and once more the aliar is filled with
the burnt offering and the song of the Lord resounds through-
out the holy place.

Friday, February 17th. John iii. 1-13.

“ Ye must be born again "' (verse 7).

This then is the evangel of the New Covenant—a message
which, ever since its first utterance, has staggered the mind
of man, and bafled the greatest of human intelligences. In
A vain attempt to explain its mystery, many ingenious inter-
pretations have heen advanced, as to the meaning of the
Master’s words. Tu some it conveys nothing more than a
change of mind—a moral reformation, And yet this is no ex-
travagant statement which Christ made; it indicates the neces-
sity of the pew birlh—the reception ol a new and heavenly life.
It denotes an. operation of God which makes man anew. It
is not, as some assert, merely a figure of speech which Christ
employed in order to tecach the necessity of a change of con-
viction regarding religion. It is a spiritual revolution, trans-
forming the whole being, bringing that which had been oui of
accord with Jehovzh, into glorious fellowship, the fellowshi;
of a common life. * Partakers of the divine nature.’

Saturday, February 18th, John iii. 14-24,

" He that believeth not is condemmed already, because he
hath not believed in the neme of the only begotten Son of
God ™ (verse 18).

How this passage lays thc axe to the root of that popular
fallacy, that a man can believe what he likes. God holds all
men responsible for their attilude towards His Son. This is
the great determining factor in the eternal destiny of each in-

dividual. I may refuse to believe in Him, and by so doing 1
put myself under condemnation. In the light of such a reve-
lation, how supremely vital it is that I should, if an un-
betiever, immediately alter my attitude towards the Christ of
God. My condition is materially affected by my conviction—
to a large extent I become that which I believe. Present teuse
faith brings present tense deliverance from the power andl
penalty of sin. Thus we see that the great separating pamc
in the world to-day is that of Jesus Christ—through that name
1 am either converted or condemned, justified or judged.

Sunday, February 19th. John iii. 25-36.

“ The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into
His hand ** (verse 35).

Then all that comes to me must reach me via the Man
of Calvary. The hand that was nailed to the Tree has became
the Dlussed depository of all the wealth of God; from that
haly hawed there flow rivers of blessing and streams of grace.
The 1a:lizr has been pleased to put into the hand of Hix
Son the bestowal of all those gracious gifts with which he
childvsn -f God are so richly endowed and endued in these
duys.  Whether it be the gift of eternal life or the gift al the
Holy Gh st, it is to Him that I must repair. It delights the
heart o! tie Father thus to honour the Son—that Onc whe
wus despised and rejected of men, and accounted worthy of
death by those whom He came to save. Well might the
apostle suy, * skall He not with Him freely give us all things? '
How cin the heart that planned and prepared such an Offer-
ing ns that which was made on Calvary, withhold any good
thing from His people?

londay, February 20th, John iv. 1-14

" And He must needs go through Sawaria ™ {verse 4).

The same mighty constraint that drew Him to the Cross,
also took Him, on this occasion, ‘ through Samariz.’ Not any
sellish consideration turned His feet in this direction, but th
lenging desire to satisfy the hunger of a lonely, hungry heun
—the craving to display His power and grace in the life uf
one so unworthy and unlikely as this woman of Samaria,
* He inust needs go through Samaria.’ These words remind
us of that other utterance which came from His nobl: lips,
I snust be aboul My Father's business.’ No inconvenicners
was oo great in order that He might accomplish the capture
of a single soul. Was it not this great driving passion thal
led the Christ to cross our path—when our way was enveloped
in darkness, and our life was steeped in sin? It was ihen
that He came! When our body was racked with pain, and
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was a place of torture—He © must needs’ come
as the Healer divine. Hallelujahl

Tuesday, February 21st. John iv. 15-3_0. . ]

~ God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship
Him in spirit and in truth > (verse 249).

And so it is not an_elal_)orate ritual that God demands.
Not the formal ceremonial into tyh:ch the heart enters not.
| may observe all the feast days in the calendar with serupu-
fous carcfulness, and attend all the_ ord:n_:mces_of the. church,
pmd yet not olfer to God ‘lh:n which will satisfy His heart.
The * labour of my hunds. cannot constitute in xt_self a sul-
ficfent wacrilice. I must bring an offering from which ascends
the Incense of heartkelt devo_non. ‘l must b.ccome a * living
saerifice,’ a whole burnt-offering. From my inmer being must
fow a decp stream of adoration. How little there is ofttimes
i our worship which is truly of a spiritual character; no
reat outgoing of the whole heart after God Himsell; no as-
cending  offering of warm leve. So much that is merely
mechanical and perfunctory, from which the Lord must turn
in deep displeasure.

wednesday, February 22nd. John iv. 31-42,

“ My wmeat is to do the will of [lim that sent Me, and to
finish lis work ** (verse 34). ~

fn these wards of Christ we have revenled the true secret
of the greatness and beauty of His life and ministry. No
self futerest ever swayed His noble breast; from commence-
et o close there is dispiayed an undeviating devotion 1o
the will of His Father. His life, His food was always to do
the plasuee of God. Nothing wns allowed to deflect Him
from the upwerd course. No constraint was sufficiently strong
te bened that inflexible purpose. And yet what tremendous
temprations beset His path; what alluring inducements were
oflered in order to draw  Him from the God-given goal.
Through them all He presses oh, ' enduring the cross, des-
pising the shame,’ content to hear the reproaches of those
whe completely misunderstood Him. The *joy that was sct
befare Him 2 being the continual inspiration which enabled Him
Lo ga through with unflinching courage, until at last He could
exelain, it iy finished.’

Thursdey, February 23rd, John iv. 43-54.

“dmd the pran believed the word that Jesus had spoken
tlo him "' (verse 50). .

Ah, this is the way to all miraculous achievement in the
Kingdom of God. And mark you, it is the way that is open
lo all. “To living Taith * all things are possible! ¥ And further-
Mare we seo that the Werd is sufficient of itself to accomplish
the apparently impossible. It is the Word of God that contains
that all-adequate dynanic, before which mountains depart
il |:i\'ur.~' become dry land, so that the redeemed may pass
over in safety. It was the only thing to which this man could
ching in the hour of his extremity. And so it is with us as
bﬂievcf‘s in Christ, as we accept that living word and act
upon it, we shall find that it weorks wonders in our lives
and “in our circumstances. At the command of the Word
things that have withstood all our power to move will melt
fike wnuw before the noonday sun. Hallelujah !

'F:rld'ns_r, February 24th. John v. 1-14,

MWaiting for the moving of the water ' (verse 3).

hat a picture of need! What a scene of powerlessness !
The * moring of the water’ might mean so much to them;
! pluage into its depths would bring life and health, for
whith iy longed and lingered. Does not this spectacle of
Mrrow gpeak to us of the spiritual condition of thousands of
nominal  Christians

our couch

1 i in these days? The impotent, the halt,
e withered! “The spirilual powerlessness which obtains in
Ye church to-day s simply heart-breaking. And what s
aﬁ:’gfd? Is it not the *moving of the water?’ In other

8 the coming of the blessed Holy Ghost; the advent of
M who will introduce the church into * life more abundant.
08¢ presence shall transform her weakness into glorious
strengih and chunge her bondage into wonderful liberty and

Hi
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Stirring

life. Oh for some blessed troubling of the waters!
them into a gracious cleansing, healing activity!

Saturday, February 25th, John v¢. 15-28.

“* And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought ‘o
stay Him * (verse 16).

How strange that the miracle which Christ had wrought
should have this effect upon those who heard of it. Instead
of creating faith, it produced the bitterest opposition.
Rather than seek to promote such a beneficent ministry, the
Jews sought to bring it to a speedy termination. Is it not
so to-day amongst many of those who apparel themselves in the
very vesiments of religion? They clamour for ceremonial, but
they would fain crucify the Christ in those who seek to live
the life of the lowly Nazarepe. They are loud in their advo-
cicy of religious tolerance, but they would silence the wvoice
of those who speak the Word of God in the power of the
Holy Spirit—they would gladly suppress the vision from on
high, because it reveals the hollowness and empiiness of mere
profession.  They seek to stifle the desire for revival, and aof
needs be put to the block all that would tend to promote a
return to Apostolic conditions in the church.

Sunday, February 26th., John v. 30-47.

“Ye will pot come to Me, that ye might
(verse 40).

Here we have an example of the stubbornness of unbelief.
The very thing that all men seek, and which so few ever
really obtain. And here it was within their reach, and yet
they persisted in their refusal to accept Him. Not only had
He life, but He was the life. And this leads us to observe
that life apart from Christ is impossible. * fn Him was the
life.” Life in its reality and enticety cannot be found else
where. It hath pleased God that in Him the life should
dwell, and only as we receive Him can we hope to enter
into life. Outside of Christ a condition of death exists. Said
the apostle to the Ephesian Church, ' Ye who were dead.”
* When Christ who is our life shall appear,’ etc. He is the
great dividing line between’ life and death.

Monday, February 2Tth. John vi. 1-14,

“ And this He said to prove him * (verse 6).

The words which Christ addressed to Philip might easily
be taken as an indication of helplessness; as though the
Master was looking to the disciple for strength and guidance
in an hour of sudden emergency. But all this was only with
a view to revealing what was in the mind of Philip. * This
He said te prove him.’ How many times, when the Lord
has come lo * prove ' us, have we failed Him. Our eyes have
been fixed upeon the natural resources available, and in the
light of what they revealed we have formed our estimate of
things. DBecause the need was so great and the supply was
s0 insuflicient, we have lost heart, and decmed the situation
impossible. We have allowed fear to gain the ascendancy. O
my soul, look off unto Him! Let thine eyes behold Jesus,
and then know that ail thy need finds its supply in Him!

Tuesday, February 28th, John vi. 15-27,

““And it was now dark, and Jesus was nol come to them '’
(verce 17).

Darkness may ofitimes overtake the disciple of Christ; inky
circumstances may envelope him lilke a pall, And at the same
time, there may be a painful conscicusness of the absence of
Jesus. “If Jesus had been there’ is the thought that fls
our heart ns we tread the shadowed pathway. It is the dis-
comforting scnse of loneliness that adds to the deep darkness
which surrounds the soul. It is at such seasons that we must
learn to stay ourselves upon God. Be sure of this that ere
long thy l.ord will appear, and with His appearance shall
come some glorious deliverance and manifestation of Divine
power, which will forever put to shame thy fearful forebodings.
Though thou canst not perceive His form, yet He is at hand
to bless. The Master of the turbulent elements, against which
at present you are struggling, will come and free thee from
their power. Have faith in God.

{Continued on page 47).

have life "
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Gilts are urgently neceded for the expansion of this work
which has been so signally blessed by God. Readers of the
Elim Evangel are asked to pray about this matter, and co-
operate with us as the Lord leads. Gifts for any branch will
be gratefully acknowledged by the Secretary, ENm, Park
Crescent, Clapham, London, §.W.4.

The Elim Crusader Movement.
Join the thousands of members who stand Foursquare
for God. Send stamped, addressed envelope for parti-

culars to the Secretary-General, Beulah, 21, May Street,
Hull, Yorks.

Items of Interest

Mr. Hubert Phillips, pastor of the Letchworth as-
semply, who is going out to South-East Africa as
an Efim missionary, sails from Southampion by
R.M.S. Edinburgh Castle on 10th inst. A farcwell
service will be held at Elim Tabernacle, Park Cres-
cent, Clapham, on Monday, 6th February.

=0

It has been decided to close down the usual Friday
night meeting at the Memorial Hall again this month
owing to the campaign at Croydon, a full announce-
ment of which appears on cover ii.

==

Pastor and Mrs. H. T. D. Stoneham commenced
a revival campaign at Martinsburg, West Virginia,
U.5.A., on 12th January.

==
Miss C. Jansen, for several years an Elim Evun-
gelist, who sailed for Australia last August, is now
labouring for Christ at Peterborough, about 100 miles
from Adelaide.

==

On 23rd December at Elim Tabernacle, Ballymena,
Mr. John Clarke; an elder of the church, was united
in marriage to Miss Sarah A. Mark, by Pastor R.
Mercer,

==
Pastor Mercer also officiated on 5th January at
Elim Tabcrnacle, Ravenhill Road, Belfast, at the
wedding of Mr. Dysart Wilson, also an elder of the
church, and Miss Essie Blakely.

==

We regret that the report of the New Year Con-
vention at Glasgow is not to hand at the time of go-
ing to press.

=

Those desirous of having a Foursquare Gospol
Campaign in any district are invited to send full par-
ticulars to the Campaign Secretary, Elim, Dark
Crescent, Clapham, London, S.W.4.

==

The Scripture portions which are printed in cach
issue of the Elim Evangel are read at morning prayurs
every day at the Elim Bible College and in thousands
of homes throughout the land. They are published
a fortnight in advance so as to be in time Ffor our
many readers across the seas. Do you read the daily
meditation on the portion? If not, begin to-day, and
you will prove with thousands more that these medi-
tations contain real spiritual food and many Tclpful
thoughts on the Word of God.
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prevailing Praise.
FREQUENTLY we pray when we should praise.

Most of us are always asking., There s
need for far more fhanking. *‘ Please "’
s n great word, but ** thank you ™ is oftentimes

n greater expression.  God’s most fruitful minis-
ters lhave been great praisers. ‘' Billy Bray, the
Cornish miner, won hundreds of souls to the Lord,
aml his praise-life ever recommended the gospel
he preached. He praised the Lord, as he worked
in the mines, and he praised the Lord as he
walked along the streets; for as he said, * As
I lift up one foot it seems to say Glory! and as I lift
up the other it seems to say Admen!’ He said, ‘ If
they were to put me in a barrel I would shout Glory!
through the bunghole.’ He would encourage others
to praise, saying, ‘ Shout! Shout aloud! 1 want u
pust of praise to go to the ends of the earth.” He
determined that if all other tongues were silent, his
should sing God's praise; if all other harps were
hung upon the willows, his should make the sweetest
music; and if all other hearts were dull and cold and
hard, his should glow and flame with a great fervour
of devotion.”  One has well said, *° Praising the
Lord puts the ¢nemy to flight.” Let the great Elim
family increase its praise, and then we shall increase
our power,

Not Enough Room. .
How frequently we have been moved by Malachi
i 10:—
Bring ye all the tithes into the storehpuse, that there may
be meat in Mine house, and prove Me now herewith, saith
the Lord of hests, if 1 will not open you the windows of

heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be
room enough to contain it,

Sometimes these words have moved us to prayer,
Sumetimes to action, sometimes to tears. What s
the picture? It is a picture of God's storehouses
half-empty, because the tithes and offerings that should
have been given for the upkeep of the priests and
levites was not forthcoming from the people. God's
Slorehouses were half-empty and the people’s store-
houses were emptier still. "The people withheld from
God and God withheld from the people. But the
promise was that if the people gave to God then God
would give to them. Let God’s storehouses be filled
by the people and God would not only fill the people’s
storehouses, but there would not be enough room for
the stores. They would need to build more store-
houses, and more, and then more. Change the figurc
of speech and think of a tremendous storm of rain.
Che rain falls in torrents, the brooks are filled, the
fivers are filled, the pools are filled, and then the
overflow commences. New channels are necessary.
'he water forces itself along hollows and ditches that

it has never gushed along hefore. Garden paths,
country lanes, ploughed fields are suddenly trans-
formed. into places of rushing water. The ordinary
channels are not sufficient to contain all; fresh chan-
nels are essential. So it is in great revival work, the
ordinary channels are not sufficient, probably the
ordinary channels are blocked, and so God cuts out
fresh channcls. Fresh streams are scen in the desert.
In Wesley's time one of the additional streams was
the class-meeting, sixty years ago one of the addi-
tional streams was the Salvation Army, a little later
one of the additional streams was the Christian En-
deavour Society, and to-day we believe that one »f
the additional streams is the Elim Foursquare Gospel
AlMiance, with its further streams of Crusader activi-
ty, College training, Bible Correspondence School,
and so forth. May God grant that the torrents of
blessing shall continue to fall so that every stream of
blessing may be full to overflowing and that the over-
flow may be experienced in directions hitherto un-
realised.

Taking or Receiving. :

In our relationship with God it is hetter to receive
than to take. God’s giving is greater than our taking
~—it is also safer. There is a smile-provoking story
of a little boy who was watching his mother cleaning
the currants for the Christmas pudding. He said,
‘1 would like to taste some of those currants to see
if they are all right for the pudding.” His mother,
motherlike, told him to take some. ‘‘Oh, no,
mother,”” he replied, ‘T would rather you gave me
some, for your hand is bigger than mine.”” That
little chappie was very wise. He saw that his own
handful would be quite small, but his mother’s hand-
ful would require both his hands tightly held together
to hold the supply. To receive from his mother meant
a bigger blessing than to take himself. We all need
to learn the same lesson. We are so anxious to take
~and frequently it would be far better for us to re-
ceive, for God's gifts are far in excess of our askings
and takings. Well may we cry, * O God, not my
feeble takings, but Thy abounding givings! "

Not Restatement, but Re-Emphasis.

Elim readers will be glad to read the followingy
statement by Mrs. Harry Strachan, in the Latin-
dmerican Evangelist: ** All this talk about a restate-
ment of the gospel to make it more palatable to un-
regenerate ears, is sheer nonsense and folly and un-.
belief.  What is tremendously needed in these days
of overflowing wickedness is not a restatement but a
new emphasis on the doctrines of sin, and of eternal
punishment, and of the inevitability of God's law
that  whatsoever & man soweth that shall he also
reap.’ ™'
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The Power of the Word of God

“ So mightily grew the Word of God and prevailed **—Acts xix. 20.
An Address by Pastor Lewi Pethrus, Stockholm, Sweden

HERE is a great danger in these days of the
people of God getting away from the ways of
God—the old ways that the peopic of God

walked in, in the olden time. When we go about i
save souls it 15 very important that we use the right
methods. By the Scriptures we sce that the means
they used in the early days was the Word of Gud,
and I {ully believe that this Word has still its old-
time power. It is able to produce to-day what it
produced in the early days, two thousand years ago.

What is necded is that we believe this Word and
give it the proper place. If we set the Word of Ged
aside in our work for God, thenour
power is gone, and the means we |
have for saving souls is also gone |
Fur us as the people of God te go
out and save souls without the
Word of God would be like sending
an army into a country without any |
woeapons.  OQur weapon against the |
world and that which i1s used to con- |
vict sinners is the Waord of God. i

l_HERE is n good deal about this
Bible that we do not understand.
If we understood it all we would be
as wise as God is, but we are not.
But I believe what 1 do not under-
stanel and so do you. Though vou
might disbelieve the Bible, there arc
muny things outside of the Bible |
that you believe, even though von

do not understand them. There i

one thing vou helieve in, I am sure,

modern teaching, and go back to the old paths, back
to the ways of God. The work of God in this world
i3 not man's work ; it is God's own work, and is to he
carried on by divine means. If we use divine means,
we will have divine results.

I WANT to tell you why I believe in this Old Book.
There are many scientilic evidences that show that
this Word is true, but they are not the strongest
evidences. [ thank God for all that there is in scienee,
but what makes this truth surc to my own soul 15
that I have experienced it myself. [ have proved thi«
Word and found it true. It is sonw-
thing wonderful to have this real
cxperience of living in this Word of
God. In the early church they won
farth with the Word, and while they
met with much opposition, the Word
won the victery, and it is wining
the victory to-day. There are some
who tell us we cannot expect a grea
revival these days, that there is too
much unbelief, and the world is too
modern in its ways and views. ‘The
Devil 15 always alert to hinder re-
vival eflert, yet the wonderful (hing
about this Word of God is thut it
overcomes all hindrances. There are
nr hindrances to the people who Dbe-
lieve in the Word. The Seriptures
show us this. The Red Sea was be-
fore Israel, Dbut they believed God
and the sea was divided. Thoeo
were strong walls before Isiael as

—

and that is that you are living, but
there is no science in this world
that can explain life. Yet you be-
lieve in life, and you experience it
every day. [ believe the Word f
God, and the more [ read it, the more I find I un-
derstand it.

We read in the eleventh of Hehrews: *f Througn
faith we understand that the worlds were created hy
the Word of God.”’ The scientists have worked at
this matter for thousands of years, to be able to ex-
plain how the world has come to pass, bul have not
been able to understand it; but the Word of God
says that we by faith understand the creation, We
believe 1n the living God, and faith in our living God
solves all these problems.

This wonderful Word of God shows its power siill
tw-duy, but what we need to be saved from is this new

photogcaphed  last

Pastor Lewl PETHRUS

grounds of the Elim Bible College,

they came to Jericho, but the walls
fell when they believed God. The

sutamer in  the .
Jordan overflowed its bank at the
London. time Israel was to pass over, but
God  divided the waters and the

pruple of God crossed over. And thus it has always
been. 1 praise God that there is no power in hell or in
earth that can hinder this Word. If we only fear
oft all the theological rags that we have tied wround
the sword, we will see that it cuts to-day.

Soue years ago, there was o preachers’ meeting 0
Sweden, and they were discussing the greatest hin-
drances we have in the work. One after another
stepped forward and told about the hindrances.  TTy
continued this for several sessions, and at last they
had such a pile of hindrances nobody dared to atfach

them, but everybody locked  weighed down with

42



o

THE ELIM

them. An old preacher stepped forth and said, '* My
prethren, there are no hindrances in the kingdom of
God. We read in the fourth of Hebrews the Word
of God is powerful, sharper than any two-edged
sword, and it cuts through.”” ‘Then he said, ‘' If
the writer of the Hebrews had written that now he
would have said, ' The Word of God is like twelve-
jnch guns that cut through everything.’ ”’ At the
time the twelve-inch guns were the greatest guns they
lid. And he said, *“ If the captain comes along
with a whole artillery he doesn’t say to one of his
sergeants, ‘ Step over there and see if there are any
funces along the way that are hindering us,” but he
tikes his batteries on the hill and mounts his guns

und commands ‘ Fire,” and fences and everything
¢lse that are in the way have to go.”” My friends,
that is just what the Word of God is. All we need

is to believe it, If we believe it we will see what
power there is in it. In the early days when the
siints came to new places, they had nothing in out-
ward equipment, but they had the Word of God, the
promises of the Lord, and the power of God was
with them. It was the Word of God that saved the
souls of men.

AN angel said to Cornelius, ‘‘ Send to Joppa ani
get Peter, and he will tell you words by which you
and your house shall be saved.” And he had an
angel to send Peter in Joppa with a message, but an
angel could not serve Cornelius, a saved sinner must

do that. A saved sinner had to go and proclaim the
simple gospel, and this saved Cornelius and his
house. When Paul came to Ephesus he had great

opposition; it was one of Satan’s strongholds, but
he went against it with the Word of God, and we
read that while Paul was in Ephesus the whole uf
Asia heard the Word of God. The revival spread
!l over the province, and ** mightily grew the Word
of God and multiplied.”” If we give the Word of
God place in our meetings, God will save souls aml
He will save them through and through,

! remember one winter several years ago we had
4 revival in a country place in Sweden, but when
springtime came many of -them backslid. 1 could
tot really understand the reason for it. I preached
the Word of God honestly, I prayed with many sin-
ners, but the Word of God did not really get into the
hearts. The following year I was in a still greater
revival in a southern province of Sweden, where
Cod saved hundreds of souls, and there were far
More lasting results of this revival, the secret of
which T believe I understand now. 1 had mysclf
gotten deeper into the Word, but there was an older
Preacher in that community who was pastor of thut
thurch and I was there to help him. Souls were
brought to the cross. I went ahead and prayed to
the Lord for them and the pastor came behind with
the Word of God and ministered to them from the
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Word., When I prayed for the souls, he was always
on hand to read to them from the Word and establish
them. He wanted them to build their salvation on
the Word of God. If men are to be saved, they wiil
be saved on the foundation of the Word of God.

THERE are many experiences that come to me
along this line, and I know nothing better to show
the real power of the Word of God than personal
experiences. One Sunday morning a few years back,
a man came to one of our services in Stockholm. H=a
was working at a factory and in the factory they
spoke of our meetings; they said we were peculiar
people, the sick got healed in their bodies, the Spirit
of God fell on them, they spoke in tongues and other
spiritual gifts were manifested, men were weeping
over their sins, and giving themselves to God, so
he said, “I will have to go and listen to those

people.”” He came, and I remember well I was
speaking on the promises of God. [ admonished
everyone to believe on the promises. 1 said, ** If

there is a sinner in this meeting and he believes the
promises of God, he will be saved just where lLe sits.”’
He was sitting in the second row, and I observed
that the Word was gripping his heart. When the
meeting was closed he walked out and met one of
his comrades at work. This friend saw he had been
crying, and asked him, ‘‘ How are you? '’ “ I am
saved,”’ he answered. His friend knew him well and
said, ' Are you really saved? When did you gei
saved? ’’ He said, ** I got saved just now.” That
man was saved at the morning service. He told me
afterwards that at the beginning of the service he
felt very unhappy, but as the Word of God was go-
ing forth he believed it and was saved while sitting
in his seat. He lived a real Christian life after that,
as long as he lived, and was baptised in the Spirit.
He praised the Lord wherever he went in the factory.
One day the Lord called him home. As I sat by his
bedside for the last time and broke bread with him,
he was s0 happy; he praised God for his salvation,
and his wife said to me, ““ If any man has been «
Christian my husband has been one since he begun
to go to your meetings.”’ Friends, if we believe the
Word of God it will change us. If you believe onc
of God’s promises where you are sitting now, it will
change your life. The Scripture says, ** He that be-
lieveth on the Son of God hath ‘eternal life.” It
doesn’t say he shall have it, but he has it right now.

Many to-day do not believe God can help us in
our bodies, but I would not dare belicve that God
has lost His power. The Word of God says he that
believes the promises of God will be healed in body,
and it is wonderful to trust the Lord. Not long ago
we had a testimony meeting in our church, and there
were about fiftcen who testified, most of them telling
low God had healed them. There was one testimony
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that touched me deeply, given by a young girl about
twenty-five years of age. She had been sick five
years, with one thing and another until she had a
complication of diseases. The last doctor she had
gave her up, and said there was no hope for her.
It caused her great sorrow; she was so young and
facing death, and not saved. They had spent »
great deal of money on her, and she said the thought
of having to die threw her into despair and decp
distress. She didn’t sleep at all that night, but cried
to God for salvation, and the next night she couldn’t
sleep for joy, for God had saved ler; her heart wus
full of praise for salvation. Then she began to read
the Word of God, and her salvation was so won-
derful to her she thought God could do anything
ar all. It became very clear to her as she read, that
God could do wonders, and she began to pray as
she lay on her bed, and as she prayed she heard a
voice. . She looked around the room to see if any-
one was there, but there was no one. The voice
said very plainly, ‘ If you will keep My command-
ments and walk in My ways, I will heal you from
ull your diseases.”” As she reflected upon the verse
she concluded it must be God who was speaking to
her. They had hung her clothes away a long time
before, but she asked for them. They did not want
to oppose her as they felt she would soon be gone;
nobody believed she would be healed, so they allowed
her to have her way, and brought her clothes, and
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she began to dress herself. At first had a

she
struggle, but when she was half dressed the power
of God struck her, started at the top of her head an:!
went through every nerve of her body, and she wus

completely and instantly healed. She closed hur
tustimony by saying, ‘' That is two and a half years
ago, and I have not had any sickness since.”” Is
it not a wonder everybody does not seek this power
ut God?

YOU who are secking the buptism of the Holy
Spirit have the same way to go. The right way
to receive the Holy Spirit is to believe the Waord
of God; believe what God has said and the Spirit «f
God will fall upon you. Some years ago, we heard
in Sweden about a brother in Chicago, Brother
Durham, and we heard the people say about him that
when he preached the Word of God and the Spirit
would fall he would say, “* It is the Word of God I’
It was this Word that created the world that brings
a revival to-day. Everything is being kept up by
His mighty Word, and it is this Word that is work-
ing in the Church of God to-day. Through this
Word we are born again; through this Word we ar
healed. This Word that is preached brings down the
Spirit of God. Oh there is wonderful power in this
glorious Word! If we really believe this Word wv
will see thousands at the foot of the Cross. Humble
yourselves under the Spirit and by the Word, and you
will experience that there is old-time power in it.

Revival Campaign iz North London

Principal George Jeffreys at King’s Cross

OUR readers will rejoice to hear of great blessing

in the campaign at King’s Cross. Up to the
time of going to press, over 400 have pro-
fussed salvation and miracles of healing have been
given. Crowds are attending the services. The fol-
lowing is a press report i—

REMARKABLE SCENES AT CALEDONIAN ROAD BATHS
Pastor Jeffreys’ Cures,

Remarkable scenes are being witnessed at the Caledanian
Road Baths each evening at the meetings of the Elim Four-
square Gospel Campaign, conducted by D’astor George Jeffreys.

Thousands come to listen speltbound to the masterly oratory
of this young and forceful pastor. Immaculately dressed, he
has an imposing appeurance, and audiences are gripped with
his very simolicity when delivering his addresses.

It was a wonderful calling, the calling of a Christian, he
sauid in one address, and they were not intended to be sons
only, but saints. It was a well-known fact that when a inan
was born anew he had a new name, and had the title of
saiat,

Continuing, hc declared there were three great blessings
in one-—justification by faith, sanctification by faith, and divine
healing.  There was a vast difference between faith healing
and divine healing. They did not believe in faith healing, but
divine hcaling was the miraculous worlk of God and they took
Hizn at His word.

Then suddenly, he lifted the Bible above his head and crird.
“ Do you believe in the Bible? ” The whale congregdion
shouted back ** Yes,” and there were murmured prayers hy
people who had come from all over IL.ondon.

Then came the personal testimonies from peaple who Il
been cured of illness by the wonderful power and faith, and
ong nurse who had suffered terrible agony from a broken
breast-bone said she had received every medical attention in
vain. It was only the power of faith, she added emphatically,
that had saved her.

Another woman, the wife of a well-known physician, was
brought in a bath-chair at a recent campaign, but she waiked
joyfully up and down the hall on Tuesday.

Yet another woman with tears in ler eyes, testified to the
fact that, after having had six operations for a malignant
growth, she was completely cured.

There were hundreds of others—old men and wemen, joung
boys and girls, who could declare that they had been curel
in the same way.

* Let those who wunt lo be szaved in both soul aml hody
come forward,”” Pastor Jellreys cried, and many ran to kn.l
at the front henches.

There was an expectant hush as the Pastor, followed by
his lelpers, went to each one anointing them with oil ani
giving them the divine blessing. Many were so overcome that
they collapsed. }

The large audience filed out singing, I love Him litie
cvery day,”’—Islington Press, 14th January, 1928,
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In What Way is the Bible the Word of God?

By PRINCIPAL PERCY G. PARKER.

E will seek to deal with this important ques-
tion under four headings :—

W

{. In the Bible All the Words Spoken are nal the Direct
Wards of God.

TO see this we do not necessarily have to go out-

side the first book of the Bible—Genesis. In the
first chapter of Genesis you have the words, *‘ God
said,’’ occurring ten times, but now look at the fourth
verse of chapter three and you will find the words,
*“ And the serpent said.”” Then again in chapter four
and verse nmine you will see the words, ‘* And he
(Cain) said.”” ‘The serpent lied and Cain lied. What
they said was untrue. These words were not God's
words. And so throughout the Bible on frequent oc-
casions you will find words not spoken by God, and
which cannot literally be said to be God's words. Ia
the Book of Ecclesiastes you have the story of Solo-
mon in his backsliding days. The book can be
divided thus :—

Darkness (chapters i.—vi.}) No light.
Dawn (chapters vii.—xii. 12) Rays of light midst
remaining darkness.

Daylight (chapter xii. 13, 14} Tull light.

IN the divisions * Darkness ”* and © Dawn "' you
will find quite a number of expressions that were not
true. They were simply the conclusions of a naturul
man who was deliberately living without God. Turn
t> the Gospels and you will find Peter lying—three
times he denied that he knew Christ. His words
were certainly ‘not God’s words. You will read of
Pharisces who, referring to Christ, said: ** He de-
ceiveth the people.” But that was not true. They
even said: * He hath a devil.” But that was not
true, Their words were surely not God's words. In
the Bible we have :—

the
the
the
the
the

words of God,

words of good men,
words of bad men,
words of ignorant men,
words of Satan,

the words of demons,

the words of angels.

We have to decide by the context who is speaking.
The surrounding verses will show clearly whether
Giod is speaking or whether another being is speak-
ing.  So that it is quite clear that in the Bible all

the words spoken were and are not the words of God.,
tl. In the Bible There 15 a Small Proportion of God‘'s Direct

Words—Words not Spoken Through any Agent,

TURN to Genesis iii. 8, and you will read that
Adam and Eve heard the woice of the Lord God.

They heard the woice, mark you! Directly they
heard God speaking. Then Exodus xix. 19, reads :—
‘ And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long
and waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and God
answered him by a voice.”

Then again in that long chapter, the seventh of
Numbers, and verse 89, we read:—'‘ And when
Moses was gone into the tabernacle of the congrega-
tion to speak with God, then he heard the wvoice of
one speaking unto him.'’ That voice he heard was
God’s voice. Pass over again to the Gospels and
there are three striking instances in connection with
our Lord :(—

(1). Mate. &i. 17.  “* And lo a voice from heaven,
saying, This is My beloved Son in whom [
am well pleased.”

(2). Matt. xvii. 5. *‘* While He yet spake, behold

a bright cloud overshadowed them : and be-
hold, a woice out of the cloud, which said,
This is My beloved Son, in whom [ am
well pleased.”’

John xii. 28. ‘' Then came there a wvoice
from heaven, saying, | have both glorified
it, and will glorify it again.

(3).

111, In the Bible There Is a Select Proportion of God’s Direct

Words spoken Through the Agency of His Son.

THE Gospels contain these. Christ has been well
described as the Trinity speaking aloud. He has also
been truly spoken of as the Final Speech of God.
He was able to say in John iii. 34: * For He whom
God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God
giveth not the Spirit by measure unto Him.'' In
His High Priestly prayer Christ was able to declare :
*“ For I have given unto them the words which Thou
gavest Me ' (John xvil. 8). Also in John xiv. 24,
He said : ** The word which ye hear is not Mine, but
the Father’s which sent Me.” Christ spoke the
Father's word. He was the Incarnate Word. In
Him and through Him the Godhead was most per-
fectly expressed. To hear Him was to hear God. To
hear His voice was to hear God's voice,

IV. In the Bible There is a Large Proportion of God's Direct

Words Spoken Through the Ageney of Holy Men.

By far the greater part of the Bible is occupied with
such words. In the historical, poetical prophetical,
cpistolical books the bulk of the writings consist of
God's words through inspired men.

A simple illustration will help to clarify our
thought :—Bear in your mind the King of England,
the Prince of Wales, and the opening of the great
Wembley Empire Exhibition. Now the King may
speale to his people in three ways:— '
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(1). By direct speech, as he dces at the opening
of Parliament.

(2). By his son, as he frequently does, when the
Prince of Wales acts as his father's deputy.

(3)- By instruments, as when at the opening of

the Empire Exhibition the King’s speech was
broadcasted, and expressed through thousands
of loud speakers throughout the world.

So God has expressed His words in the Bible

(1). Directly from Himself.

(2). Directly through His Son,

{3)- Directly through chosen instruments.

INOW we are in a position to summarise. About
999 words out of every 1,000 in the Bible are the words
of God either directly from Himself, through His
Son, or through chosen instruments. Seeing this is
so, in a general way we are justified in saying that the
Bible is the Word of God. Although if pressed to
a most literal statement we should have to say that
the Bible contains about 999 parts of the direct words
of God, and about one part of the words of men.

But even that is not a sufficlently accurate state-
ment, for the one thousandth part was also recorded
at the inspiration of God. Although God did not
utter the words, .yet He caused the record of the
words to be made and preserved for our benefit. So
that we may put the truth in a still more emphatic
way :—About nine hundred and ninety nine parts of
the Bible give us the direct words of God, while the
whole Bible is the work of God. Concisely :—The
Bible is the Word and work of God. Let me at this
point quote Dr, J. M. Gray, of the Moody Institute.
He is discussing the question as to whether the Bible

Epileptic Fits and Fibrous

|

and have had several operations.

Remarkable Healing at the Dome, Brighton

SUFFERED for 34 years with epileptic fits, also
fibrous tumours. [ have been in three hospita.s

Last time [ was
sent out incurable, I could scarcely walk about and

could not go out alone, nor do any work. I went

to the Dome, where Pastor George Jeffreys was con-
ducting his Revival and Healing Campaign. 1 was
prayed for by him. He laid hands upon me and
anointed me with oil, and, thank God, I was com-

pletely healed. I can now go about my daily dutics.
[iveryone who knows me is puzzled, for they all know

what 1 suffered.—Mrs. Stephens (Portslade).
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s the Word of God or conteins the Word of God.
He lucidly says:—

“ If by the former be meant that God spake every
word in the Bible, and hence that every word is true,
the answer must be no; but if it be meant that God
caused every word in the Bible, true or false, to be
recorded, the answer should be yes. There are words
of Satan in the Bible, words of false prophets, words
of the enemies of Christ, and yet they are God’s
words, not in the sense that He utterefl them, but
that He caused them to be recorded, infallibly and in-
errantly recorded, for our profit. In this sense the
Bible does not merely contain the Word of God; It
is the Word of God.”

AS I write I have before me Cobbett's Englisn
Grammar. It consists of a series of letters written o
his son, James—it is the Word of Cobbeit to his son.
Yet in it he gives statements by Dr. Johnson, with
whom he disagrees: alse by Dr. Lowth, Dr. Watts,
the Duke of Wellington and others, which he severe-
ly criticises. All the words in the book are not
directly Cobbett's. By far the majority are his, but
a minority are words spoken by others—yet the boolk
as a whole is the Word of Cobbett to his son. Col-
bett penned every word. In this sense the Bible i3
the Word of God. God wrote by the use of agents,
every word, and so the Bible is the Word of God,
Word  of -the everlasting God,
Will of the glorious Son;

Without it how could earth to trod,
Or heaven itself be won!

Lord, grant us all aright to tearn,
The wisdom it imparts;

And to its heavenly teaching turn
With simple, childlike hearts!

Tumours
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Illustrations for Christian Workers

Collected from Various Sources

THE WONDER OF CONVERSION.

DEVONSHIRE man, well-known to the writer,

A was in his unconverted days wild and wicked.

Drinking, swearing, gambling, and many other

vices robbed this man of his manliness. But to the

amazement of those who knew him he was converted.

The lion became a lamb. Drinking, gambling, swear-

ing, and, at last, smoking all went. The House of

Giod, and not the public house became the great
centre of attraction.

One day there was a terrific sea, and the waves
were dashing over the promenade, creating a won-
derful and awful sight. A gentleman said to the
writer’s father, * It's a wonderful sea, isn’t it? "
“* Yes,”" said my father, *‘ it is. The sea is His and
He made it. To it, He says, so far shalt thou come
and no farther. Have you ever thought of that? ™’
“ Yes,' replied the gentleman, ** I have. But I do
not need to see the sea to convince me that there 's
One above who rules it. When I see that man’s [ife
{indicating the convert just referred to) and the mar-
vellous change that has taken place, 1 do not need
any other proof of the existence and power of God.
Only the power of God could make a change in a
man like that.”

DANGEROUS WORDS.

We recently read a dream that a certain person
claimed to have had. A company of people were
dwelling unitedly together—very happy. But sudden-
ly daggers were seen to come out of the mouths of
some. The number rapidly increased until daggers
were flying about in all directions, Four things were
noticeable about these daggers :—{i.) They frequently
severely hurt those at whom they were aimed, (ii.)
they sometimes hit and hurt those at whom they were
not aimed, (iil.) they frequently returned and hit the
shooters themselves, (iv.) they broke up the unity of
the party, When it is mentioned that those daggers
were words it should be sufficient to urge us to
earnestly seck the Christlike tongue, so that no words
of ours shall bring pain and disaster to others, our-
selves, or the Church.

LIFTED—BUT BROKEN,

To some the thought of rooks at the sea-side will
b strange. But in many places rooks as well as
scagulls are found on the sea shore. A gentleman
was watching a number of these rooks and was sur-
Prised to see them fly down among the rocks on the
becch, then fly upwards for a short distance, and
once more suddenly swoop on to the beach again.
He asked an old sea-captain what they were doing.
He replied * they are after sheli-fish, They pick up

the shell-fish in their beaks, but the shells are too
hard to crack, so that the birds rise in the air, and
then drop the shell-fish on to the rocks; consequently
the shells are broken, and then the rooks are able to
devour the fish within.”* For a few moments the
shell-fish are lifted, and then dashed down again and
broken. So it is with those who are proud in heart,
For a short time the Devil lifts them—they seem
to be rising higher and higher, but suddenly the
tragedy appears. Instead of being further lifted they
are dashed down and broken upon the rocks of cir-
cumstances. Pride goes before a fall, but he that
humbleth himself is exalted by God, and God's ex-
altations are safe,

? Questions and Answers P

Will you please explain Acts xv. 297

The first part of the command is to abstain from
food offered to idols. It was usual for ido! worship-
pers to eat their sacrifices after they had been of-
fered. Sometimes these were set before Christians,
if they were guests with them. In I. Cor. viii. 4-13,
Paul gives full instructions on this matter. The next
command is not to partake of blood, and therefore
not of things strangled, because the blood remains in
them : to keep from all defilement of the flesh and
all sexual impurity.

Is it wrong for Christians occasionally to resort to
medicinal remedies when there is a pressing need?

If we fully trust God and are fully surrendered to
Him, we shall have no need of medicines, because
He has promised to preserve body, soul and spirit
in perfect soundness (I. Thess. v. 23, 24). The word
‘entire ' in R.V. means '‘ sound, perfect and com-
plete in all its parts '’ (Greek, holoklerss). In all
sudden emergencies, such as accidents, we should
trust in God’'s immediate guidance and take step by
step with the Spirit (I. John ii. 27).

{Continued from page 39).

Wednesday, February 29th. John vi. 2B8-40.

“I am the bread of life: he that cometh to Me shall never
hunger '’ (verse 35).

Christ is the end of hunger to every one that believeth. And
yet [ never really know heart hunger untit I come to Him.
It is knowledge that increases desire, and intensifies the long-
ing for that which it beholds. The hunger of the believing
heart is healthy in its effect. 1t simply means the development
of the spiritual capacity for enjoying divine things. My
strength increases as my spiritual appetite grows. [ become
more keen for that which is of God and less anxious for that
which is natural and temporal. Blessed soul craving that con-
tinually increases the wealth of my spiritual experience and
leads me out into the ever enlarging place of power and fruit-
fulness! 1 fain would give myself up altogether to Thy glorious
sway !
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Successful South Wales Campaigns—Steady Progress Everywhere

Mr. Emlyn Jeffreys is at Tamworth, Mr. S. Pinchbeck at
Guernsey, and Miss Allan at Watford. Mr. [. T. Bradley is
assisting Pastor E. C. W. Boulton at Hull.

Piymouth, This church has been richly blessed by a wvisit
from Principal Percy G. Parker. Truly .our Lord owned
every meeting, and tokens of His divine presence and favour
were graciously granted in them all. The addresses given
were full of rich spiritual thought, both instructive and satis-
fying. We can praise God for salvation of souls, healing of
bodies, and for the edification of believers; proving to the
end that ** Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, to-day, and
forever.” The thirst for Bible study has been created, and
the encourngement which comes from the immediate past has
lit up the fuiure with bope and expectancy.

Verwood., A short campaign has been held at Verwood,
and God mightily blessed the ministry of Mr. J. R. Moore.
The services held at the Villnge Hall were well attended,
many people coming from swrrounding - villages. Souls were
saved, members much strengthened, and a great deal of the
former prejudice broken down. We believe fuller results are
even yet to be seen. The little Taberpacle was full on Sunday,
both afternoon and evening, the greater number being young
men, We are a band of pecple who have proved that God
answers prayer. Verwood is a Dorset village 14 miles from
Bournemouth, The work commenced here on 16th October,
1926, after the Bourmemouth Revival,

Eastwood, Six months ago a small hall that hat formerly
Leen used as a young men’s c¢lub on week-nights and a mission
hall during the week-ends, was taken over by Pastor George
Kingston to be run on Foursquare Gospel lines. Since then
the work has hern gradually built up, and souls are being
saved and bodies healed. Miss L. Pottengill is in charge.

Hockley. A new branch has recently been opened here, and
mreetings are held every week. Souls have been saved, and
continued prayer is asked for the work in this village.

Convention

Messages which
brought much blessing were given by Mr. E. C. Morgan and
Miss Thornley, and souls were saved.

Merthyr.
commenced at Merthyr by Pastor W, J. Jeffreys, who wus

Ystradgynlais. A successful Christmas
convened at this church by Pastor T. James.

wias

On Sunday, lst January, a revival campaign was

assisted later by Pastors W. Roderick and T. James. From
the first, God's blessing rested on the meetings in a special
way. The hall has been crowded night after night and many
have been turned away. Many souls have been saved, arng
them a whole family: first the father, and then the wife and
children followed. A spiritualist of 20 years’ standing has
surrcndered 10 Christ. Many cases of healing are reporied.
The campaign is still in progress as we go to press, and o
baptismal service is being arranged for the converis.

Barry. Pastor W. Roderick writes: ** A revival and healing
campaign was conducted by Pastor W. J. Jeffreys, suppurted
by Pastor T. James, at Barry from 12th to 19th December.
1 had the priviiege of joining themn fur four days. We wii-
nessed great things during the campaign, and the glory of the
Lord rested on the services. Twenty souls were saved, :mnong
them a Roman Catholic and a spiritualist. A large numbrer of
sick werpe instantanecusly healed, In one case o handkerchizf
was prayed over and directly it was placed on the sick person
the power of God fell on him and hc was healed of slouble
pheumonia.  Hallelujash! He is the very same Jesus.”

Wimbledon. The good nand of God is resiing upon Wiable-
don and the revival fire is still burning in this new centre,
where Mr. J. R. Mocre is in charge. The gospel is going
forth in old-time power with signs following. People are be-
ing brought face 1o face with the claims of the Lord Jesus
and the preaching -of the Cross is drawing men and women
to Him. A branch ol Elim Crusaders has becn started and
there is a fine band of capable young people who are on fire
for God, Keen interest is being taken in the open air mertings
that are held every Saturday under the leadership of Alr.
Page, and God is richly blessing.
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N ungodly Eurcpean was once trying to convincr
A a Cheistian convert in India that his religion
was of no use, and that he rever would be any
the better for it. ' What, after all,’’ sald the scoffer,
* has your Jesus dome for you? ”
. e I_Ic said the native, with grent
animation,
‘““ And what is that? "’
incredulous smile.
‘* Step with me to the door,” wns the reply, ** and
I wilt show you.” So saying, he took him outside,
picked up a quantity of dry iraves (of which there were
: plenty close nt hand), and made a large cicele of them.
} He then sought for & worm; and, having found one, hic
placed it in the centre of the ring. Forthwith he ap-
plied a lighted march to the material that surrcunded it,
. the scoffer looking on with no little astonishment. As
the heat of the fire approached the poor worm, it be-
gan to writhe and to show symptoms of distress, but
could not get out of the smouldering ring, The man
darted his hand through the smolke, plucked the worm

’

has saved me

said the uropean, with an
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out of its dangerous position, and placed it on the green
grass, out of reach of all danger.

' There," said he, " that {s what the blessed Jesns
has done for me. 1 was exposed to the flanes of hell
—there was no possibility of escape; 1 was condemned
and ready to perish, and He rescued me by dying for
my sins, snatching me as a brand from the burning;
and He has given me (a poor dying worm) a piace
near His heart.” We need not say the officer was
silenced.

Can you thus speak of yourself as saved by the
death of Jesus? Are you able to sav, like the poor
native, “ He has saved me " ? If not, we entreat you,
as a sinner, (o come now (o Jesus, and He »ill give
you rest. Take shelter in His bleod, and yeu will be
delivered frem the wrath to come,”

* When we were yet without strength, in due timue
Christ died for the ungedly " (Rom. v. 6}. ** Thou
hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of cor-
ruption ** (Isaiah xxxviii, 17y, ** Ye were as a fire-
brand plucked from the burning ** {Amos iv. 11).

;, A $ T § S $ T} T ® " ¢ ¢ T € 5T # e # 3T % T d § e #  anen?





