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Editorial.

By the tine this isstic of the Evangel reaches our readers,
a new year will have dawned It is customary at this season
for greetings to be exchanged, and so we would seize this
welcome opportunity of conveving to all the vangel friends
our warmest wishes for a holy, happy, and healthful year in the
Lord.

We are reminded that with this number commences the
fifth vear of publication of our monthly magazine. From its
first issue it has been our privilege to watch its progress with
prayverful intercst, and it is with a sense of deep thankfulness to
God that we review the past four yvears of fruitful ministry which
it has enjoyed. We trust that its message may reach a vet wider
circle of readers in the days to come. 'To this end we should
value the prayerful and practical co-operation of those who
already peruse its pages

¥* * * * *

Standing as we do on the portals of another year, we
wonld send ouf a New Year’s Mcessage in the form of a three-fold
desire  First, that it may prove a year of

ENRICHED AND ENLARGED EXPERIENCE

For the forthcoming days we have many ardent aspirations, the
realization of whieh must mean much to us individually and
collectively., 'The cherished contemplation of unborn blessings
is oft-times severely challenged by many a stubborn fear, but
as we look on into the nntrodden futire onr hearts grow strong
with hope and throb with fervent faith To-day is laden with
precions privilege ! To-morrow is pregnaut with powerful possi-
bility ! '

To some the past year will henceforth hold many inspiring
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memories. Twelve months since we were slaves, now we are
sons; priscners, now princes; bound and bruised by sin, now
blessed and baptized in the Holy Spirit, held by sickness, but
now healed by Christ.

If the Lord has done so much for us and been so much to
us in the yesterday of our experience, how much more will He be
in the coming days? The triumphant past provides us with a
wonderful forecast of the future. What He has been is but the
eloquent earnest of what He will be. He Who hath done great
things is preparcd to do ‘‘ greater things.”’

Beloved, remember there are unfathomed depths, unscated
heights and unexplored expanses of heavenly heritage which
await vou in Christ! His resources remain unexhausted by
the flight of time! Be not content with your present spiritual
possessions !  Let 1024 eclipse its predecessors in your personal
experience ! An experience emphasised by holiness of heart and
purity of purpose! The Lord desires to deepen the delineation
of His own image in our lives, making Himself the great central
and outstanding fact of our testimony and teaching.

This enhanced and intensified spiritual experience should
result in a year of

ENERGETIC AND ENTHUSIASTIC EVANGELISM.

Throughout the recent election campaign we have wit-
nessed the unsparing zeal displayved by all parties—no effort nor
expense was restrained to put before the people in the most
cogent manner the clajms of their respective representatives.
Every available opportunity was seized to promote the policy to
which they had pledged themselves.

Shall we be any less devoted and determined in our prose-
cution of this campaign to establish and extend the empire
of Christ, and secure His enthronement in the lives of those
around us? Not an evanescent enthusiasm that speedily evapor-
ates or a fluctuating fervour which is as inconstant as the wind
will be sufficient to accomplish this. The condition of Christless
souls is desperate indeed, and demands that drastic measures
should be emploved to compass their deliverance. ‘The prey
must be taken from the mighty! We are surrounded with a
mass of men and women struggling in the seething sea of life,
multitudes of whom are daily being engulfed in its dark, angry
waters Their sorry state constitutes an imperative call to
consecrated action We must answer the call by laying our-
selves upon the altar for sacrificial service.  Beloved fellow-
soldier of Christ, get you up to the mount of vision, and look out
npon those fields of waving, whitened grain, calling so loudly
for the Spirit-filted labourer ! Yook until you realize the appre-
hending hand of God npon you, and the impelling power of the
Holy Spirit thrusting vou forth to the work of ingathering!
Look until vour whole sou! is aflame with a passion for the
perishing ! ‘The harvest must be reaped or it will be ruined!
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Thercfore gird up your loins and prepare to throw yourself
wlole-lieartedly and unreservedly into this glorious soul-saving

endeavour !
Again we desire that it may be a year distinguished by

EAGER EXPECTATION FOR THE ADVENT OF
THE ABSENT KING.

One of the most transporting, transforming thoughts at this
time 1s that we are another year nearer the crisis of His coming.
We are persuaded that His appearing is close at hand. In spite
of all the cruel criticistn encountered by those who faithfully
and fearlessly witness to this precious truth, the advent
assurance grows stronger and the cry for His return more
insistent. The closer we walk with God the clearer becomes the
vision of the rapture of the redeemed. In that day the critics
will be covered with confusion, and the remembrance of their
melancholy mistake will but add to their discomfiture and
despair.  Alas, that so many should be so utterly indifferent to
the fact of His coming ! So absorbed are they in the promotion
of some worldly project that their eyes are blinded to the
approaching translation of the saints. O that we may maintain
the ‘“‘upward look !”” Even now the Holy Spirit breathes the
midnight message into the hearts of those who are attentively
listening. ‘¢ Behold the Bridegroom cometh > Let those who
have heard the call of the Spirit live in a constant attitude of
readiness. Rejoice, dear fellow-pilgrim, even before night-fall
you may be bathed in the glory of His immediate presence !
lire the sun sets your eyes may behold the King in His beauty !
Do not allow your heart to grow weary in waiting for His
coming ! ‘The long night vigil will soon end and the shadowless
advent morning will dawn !
“ Upheld by hope,” how glad the heart!
My soul 1s on the wing!

E’en now llis hand 1s on the door,

He comes—my glorious King!
—E.C.B

“ Whoever was baptized 1n apostolic days, he straightway spake with
longues; for since on thewr coming over from 1dols, without any clear
knowledge or training in the ancient Scriptures, they at once received
the Spirit: not that they saw the Spirit, for He is invisible, but God’s grace
bostowed some sensible proof of His energy; and one straightway spoke
in the Persian language, another in the Roman, another in the Indian,
another in some other tongue; and this made manifest to them that were
without that it was the Spirit in the very person speaking. Wherefore the
Apostle calls it * the manifestation of the Spirit which 1s given to every
man to profit withal’’ The Apostles themselves had received this
sign first; so the faithful went on receiving it. Yet not the gift of
tongues only; inasmuch as many of the baptized used to raise the dead,
Lo cast out devils, and to perform many other wonderful works; but more
ahundant than all divine endowments was the gift of tongues.’’ — 8.
Chrysostom (from “‘Gems of the Fathers,” by E. Davies, D.D.; Bagster &
Bon, London).
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Christ Coming Elgain.
By PASTOR GEORGE JEFFREYS.

**Go to now, ye rich imen, weep and howl for your
miscries that shall come upon you. Your riches are corrupted
and vour garments are motheaten. Your gold and silver is
cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you,
and shall cat vour flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped
treasure together for the last days. Behold, the hire of the
labourers who have reaped down your ficlds, which is of you
kept back by fraud, crieth : and the cries of them which have
reaped are entered into the ecars of the Lord of sabaoth. Ve
have lived in pleasure on the earth, and beer wanton; ye have
nourished your hearts, as 1n a day of slaughier. ¥Ye have con-
demned and killed the just; and he dothh not resist you. DBe
patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord.
Behold, the husbandman waiteth for tlie precious fruit of the
carth, aud hath long patience for it, until he receive the early
and latter rain. Be ve also patient; stablish your hearts: for
the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.”’—James v., 1—S8.

To herald forth thie Second Advent of Jesus Chnist in the
hearing of indifferent souls is to sound in their cars the most
dreaded of warning notes. ‘This truth preduces conviction upon
all and results in the conversion of many in evangelical cam-
paigns the wide world over. It is the fine edge of the Sword of
the Spirit, cutting right through into the closed mind and sin-
hardened licart of the sinner; it is the burning and purifying
hope that revitalizes the soul and creates sanctified enthusiasm
i1 the breast of the careless Christian; it is the incentive to the
tried and persecuted Christian in his quest after the Crown of
Life, which he shall some day lay at liis Master’s feet; it is the
source of comiort to the child of God, whe, at His return, shall
mect his parted loved ones.

If thits be the case, one can casily understand the antagon-
isti1 of the Enciiy towards this proclamation  Let me draw your
attention to the verses bhefore us. I am not going to accept the
opinion of those who would liave me believe that James’s Epistle
was written to the twelve tribes scattered abroad, which did Nor
include the Church  Such a theory would rob me of one of
the most stnnking Scriptures that is without a doubt applicable
to the Church to-day. In these verses I find grouped together a
number of remarkable signs of our Lord’s return  There may
be some here who have never heard clearly the teaching of
the Second Advent of Christ. In order to help you, I purpose,
by the help of the Holy Spirit, making matters plain.

Let me draw your attention to the words uttered by our
Lord just before He reached Calvary, which constitute a promise
to come back again. On this occasion, I see a number of faithful
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disciples gathered around Him in the ever-memorable Passover
chamber.  To them He unveils the pathway leading to the
Cross, and informs them of the approaching hour of His de-
parturc. ‘Their countenances are sad; thicir hearts are troubled;
the very thought of parting with Him almost overwhelms them
with sorrow. It is then that He tenderly utters the words, *“ Let
not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in
Me. In My Fathier’s House are many mansions : if it were not
so I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will conie again and receive
you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”” The
Lord Who said ““T go,” was the same Lord Who said ‘I will
conme again.”” For the fulfilment of this precious promise,
thousands of God’s people in all countries are waiting. In due
time He will conie and receive unto Himself His own.

Turning to the 1st chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, we
catch the last words that fall from His lips. He is surrounded
by His disciples on the slopes of Mount Olivet ‘The short time
that had clapsed since His utterances in the Passover chamber
had been crammed full with niost wonderful happenings. Cal-
vary had become an accomplished fact. The redemption price
for a fallen world had been paid in blood, the tomb had been
robbed of its Victim, and the risen Lord had given many in-
fallible proofs of His Resurrection to His disciples for forty
days. He is now ascending to His Father’s Throne. * While
they beheld He was taken up and a cloud received Him out of
{their sight.”’

The Manner of His return is described by the two angelic
messengers, ‘“ Ye men of Galilee, why stand ve gazing up into
Heaven?® This same Jesus which is taken up from you into
Heaven shall so come in like manner, as ye have seen Him go
into Heaven."”

T'rom the 4th chapter of the 1st Epistle to the Thessa-
lonians we learn some of thie Effects of His return, ‘‘ For the
I.otd Himself shall descend from hiecaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the
dead in Clirist shall rise first.”’

. (a) The dead in Christ shall rise first. Those who have
died without Christ will not be raised at this time; while their
souls are suffering consciously the torments of Hades, the dust of
'their bodies will remain until the Resurrection of damnation.
Fhere is a division made even in the tombs between saved and
tnsaved  When the Lord returns, the dead in Christ only will
be raised. ‘T'he slumber of the ages will be disturbed; the silence
Of_ the grave will be broken up; yawning tombs and open graves
will be the order of the day in every cemetery.

(b) Living Christians will be changed. ‘ Then we which
arc alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in
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the clouds, to meet the I,ord in the air.”” The unsaved will be
left on the earth to pass through the fiery furnace of an inde-
scribable time of trouble. Here again we sce the dividing line
between saved and unsaved If the Lord should comie now, hiow
many vacant seats would there be in this service? I can tell you
there would be as many vacant seats as there are of born again
persons here.  Let me illustrate what will take place when our
Lord returns. We will picture ourselves in a large tailor’'s
workshop, in which many hands arc employed. Every tailor is
working at top speed, and occasionally a needle falls and is lost
amongst the remnants on the floor. Instead of using up precious
time in an almost impossible task of finding the needle, the
workman takes another one from the lapel of his coat. At the
close of the day’s work the caretaker comes upon the scene with
a huge magncet. This is passed over the whole place. Every
needle flies to the magnet—only the remnants are left behind.
When our Lord returns He will be the great Magnet, which
will attract and draw every saint to Himself His drawing
power will render inoperative the law of gravitation, and all the
saints will meet Him in the air. The Apostle Paul, in a few
weighty words, describes what will take place in I. Cor. 15:53,
** For this corruptible {the dead in Christ) must put on incor-
ruption, and this mortal (the living in Christ) must put on
immortality > ‘The changed, living saints will be able to face
the last Enemy and say, ‘O, death, where is thy sting?’* The
saints who are raised from the dead will be able to look back
upon the crumbling tomb and the vawning grave and say, O,
grave, where is thy victory?”

We have already considered the promise of His coming,
the manner of His coming, and the effcct His coming will have
upon the saints  The unsaved will not hear the sound of God’s
trump; they will not hear the voice of the archangel; they never
cared to have their hearts changed and their ears trained to
discern sounds and voices from Heaven. Suddenly, silently, the
Second Advent of Christ will take place. All will happen in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, and they will find them-
selves in a world that has no true Christian in it. The salt of
the earth will have been removed; the preserving properties of
born-again souls will have been gonc, and the masses will sink
deeper than ever in the mire of corruption. The reins of the
government of the world will be thrown loosely upon the
shoulders of nngodly men, and the dark forces of iniquity will
break forth upon a maddening world. The revolutionary seed
sown in days gone by will bring forth its harvest in blood. I
hear the clash of steel in the battles of the armies of the world,
while famines and pestilences stalk through the land, seeking to
complete the dreadful work of the forces of Hell. Perplexity
and distress of nations is the sad condition of things. At last
the great tribulation will have indeed come If there is an
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unsaved one here to-night, I implore you to consider your ways.
The door of miercy is not closed. Come'! enter in, and accept
reconciliation with God. It was made long ago by One Who
died on an uplhifted Cross. You have only to accept Him and
vou will be delivered from the darkness and tribulation that is
coming The mystery of iniquity is already at work, and God’s
people are exhorted to be patient and to stablish their hearts as
thiey sce tlie unmistakable

Signs of our Lord’s Return. Here, in these few verses,
which 1 have taken for my text, wec have remarkable signs
grouped together by the Holy Ghost, that we might discern the
uimes we are living in.

(a) The Lust for Wealth (verses 1 to 3) Men and women
on cvery hand are obsessed with the spirit of covetousness. Some
have utterly abandoned themselves before, and upon, their
golden altars  Profiteering on an extensive scale is being in-
dulged 111, wealth-grabbers shamelessly turn the deaf car to the
cries and sorrows of the poverty-stricken, who are struggling
witl the pangs of huuger. ‘The one thing they live for is the
heaping up of treasure They are forgetful of the fact that the
days in which they do so are the last days. The banks’ stocks
and shares in which they trust will not be immune from the
intrusion of rising revolutionaries. 'The rust of heaped-up treas-
nre will be a testimony against them, as is the case in some parts
of the world to-day. Wealth thus accumulated will be speedily
consumed

(b) Labour and Industrial Unrest (versc 4) In this verse
we have dissatisfaction amongst the workers in the labour world,
causing strikes and uphceavals, resulting in the paralysing of
industry and ending in revolution. The Satanic spirit let loose
on 1he carth in these last days, causing the capitalist to lust for
wealth, grips the worker, causing dissatisfaction under any and
every condition of labour Under these circumsiances it is easy
to sce the great clash that must come between the two sects of
the community, and it is not diffienlt to prophesy the inevitable
outconie.

(c) Pleasure-Seeking (part of verse g) Paul, looking
forward to thie last days, strikes the same note  ““Men shall bhe
lovers of pleasure mnore than lovers of God ”’ ‘I'he world madly
rushing after pleasure is here scen It 1s not satisfied to remain
within its own frontiers—it crosses over into tlie domain of the
Clumeh and invades what were once most sacred and hallowed
sanctuaries It swallows up every Church and Chapel building
that it can procure; it bursts open their doors and converts them
into centres where its followers can satisfy their lust for pleasure.

(d) Immorality Abounding (part of verse 5). ILooseness
in morals of to-day nced only be compared to the evil practices
and profligate living in the days of Noah, to remind us of the
approaching end of this age. Let us take heed to the warning
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note sounded by our Lord when on earth, ‘“ As it was in the days
of Noah, so shall it be at the coming of the Son of Man.”
Humanity seems to be sinking deeper and deeper into the mire
of immorality. ‘Thousands of the young are being snatched from
the high pedestals of purity and are caught in the rapids of
impure and uonholy desires. People are being gripped by in-
visible foes. ‘They are the unclean spirits that Satan lets loose
upon a sick world.

(c) Hearts Nourished as in the Day of Slaughter (part of
verse 5). While people are being nourished on the flimsy prom-
ises of peacc and prosperity, provision is being made on a
colossal scale for slaughter. One leading statesman quite
recently uttered a certain warning note when he said, ¢ There is
a growing assumption that the conflict is coming again sooner
or later. Nations are constructing more terrible machines than
the late world war ever saw. ‘They are {o attack citics unarmed,
to kill, to maim, to poison, to mutilate, to burn helpless women
and children.”’

(f) Fierce Persecution Against the Just. Faithfulness to
his calling on the part of a Christian will always cause consterna-
tion in the camp of the enemy, and it is not long before an
cmissary of hate is despatched to contend with him for every
inch of ground. Hatred has erected the stake for its victim; it
has struck the match that lights the fire; it has fanned the flames
around the faithful martyr. As the saints draw near to the return
of Christ, the warfare against them will be intensified. Satan
does not always adopt the same method of attack, or use the same
weapons for it, but he is untiring in his efforts and unceasing in
the attack; weapons from his spiritual armoury can be used with
deadly effect against those who contend for the faith. The
Christian warrior, fully equipped with the armour of God, has
nothing to fear He can withstand the severest onslaughts,
carrying the battle right into the enemy’s land, and be victorious
at all times.

(g) An Outpouring of the Holy Ghost (verse 7). Peter,
in order to explain to bewildered multitudes the phenomenal
manifestations that attended the outpouring of the Holy Ghost
on the day of Pentecost, quoted a scripture from the second
chapter of Joel’s prophecy, ‘“ And it shall come to pass in the
last days, saith God, I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh;
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men
shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions; And on
my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those
days of my Spirit and they shall prophesy.”” 'This was the
fulﬁlling of the promise of God to send the latter rain, Here,
again, in this seventh verse, we have the latter rain outpourmg
referred to, and that, just before the brethren are exhorted to be
patient while waiting for the Lord’s return.

During these last years God has been pouring out His
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Spirit in a remarkable way upon His people in every country,
people of cvery clime and of cvery tongue are rejoicing in the
sanle outpouring of the Spirit as fell on the disciples at Pentecost,
with the sanie striking manifestations and results. Thousands
of Godly munisters, faithful pastors, soul-seeking cvangelists
and missionaries in various sections of the Christian Church, are
coming in under its copious showers. Surely this constitutes a
trumpet call to all Christians to be ready for the greatest and
grandest of all cvents—the Second Coming of Christ !

I have endeavoured to put before vou the truth concerning
Christ's return. I have, I trust, created a desire in someonc's
hecart for a closer walk with God and a determination to seek a
Pentecostal outpouring of the Holy Ghost, which alone can
empower for service in this, the latter end of the last days.

Reports from the Regions Beyond.

AFRICA.
From a recent letter of Mr, Burley’s we cull the following -

“The month just passed has Leen very tiying so far as the climate
has been coneerned. We have had stiangely abnoimal weather, and 1eg1s-
tered a drop of over 60 degrees in tempelatuie in less than an hour’s time,
Wa usnally expeet fandy 1ovgh winds in July  This year we have had
gales 1n September., Nog rain has yet come fo these parts, but we have felt
the force of the elements 1 a very decided manner I'mis would have
meant much sickness but for the Dblessing of God, for He has been
graciously pleased to prove Himself to us as our 1Tealer and Keepel., Two
of our sisters were attacked, but the Lord peifectly dehiveied them both.
Hallelujah! And the rest of us are being kept in a wonderful degree of
health.

Visits have been paid to several outlying parts to which we are only
alde to go onece a year, and theio has been 1ntense joy in minstering to an
eager peaple. Somehimes we have had laige gathertings in a Chief’s kraal,
and sometimes a tiny assembly 1n a tiny lhut; sometinnes 1t has been a
wayside setvice, or again we have met undel {he shade ot a gieat tree, hut
EVERYWHERE (GOD HAS BEEN PLEASED TO POUR His SPIRIT UroN THE PEOPLE,
and the angels must have rejoiced 1n seeing old folks and young pledging
tliemselves to the Saviour Who died for thein,

Speaking about figures, it will nterest you to know thal during the
guarter that has passed, services have heen held o 1,152 lkiiaals, and 12,758
people were present, 49 definite convelts having been rogistered from thess
meetings, all of whom are now a pait of one vr other of the 1egular church
nieetings, Ciies have reaclhed us fiom several new distiicts during the
month that we should go to theiwr help, but we aie utterly incapable of
doing more than we have 1n hand at the present time, unless God shall bo
pleased to fiee us from mauy of the things which aie now binding us.

WANTED, MEN.

We have not one sister too many, and therr work is most valuahle,
but 1t 15 only men, stiong and vigorous in body and spuit, who can tackie
the hard problems of pioneering, 1egular and most necessary visilation, and
actual manual labour of the buildings. I behieve 1f tlhie men do not come,
some of our womenfolk will be taking up their tasks, and 1 am wondeiring
how the brothers will stand in the day of the Lord. Young men, aise
andhserve your God * while 1t 15 day; the night cometh when no man can
work.”
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MEXIGO,

We a1e glad o be able to print the following {estnnony from Miss
Muabel Box, who 1ecently sailed for Mexico .—

“Pwo weeks after I was baplised 1n the Iloly Gliust, the Lood Legan
to call me fo the forepn field. At ihe time I was a wember of the Baplist
cominunily, but had been intioduced to TPentecost by one indirectly
connected with “ Elim,” and thiee months later was unevpectedly biouzht
inte dueet touch with “ Elun ** on the lsland of Ctuernsey, whete I attended
the meetings at Vazon,

“ Previous to this, God Lad closed the door mio foreisn mission
wiilkk no less than thiee times, and I hoad enluely abandonal the dea,
believing this was not God's way for me, and for thus 1eason was slow Lo
heat the call when 1t came. The Loid 1lmsell was opening the door Lhis
tune, anid bidding we enter, and spoke so defmtely and Jieady daling a
petiod of six months, that there could be no nustake

*The flist call came dming a Misstonary meeting i Ieleford
June, 1922, when Miss Luce and I, Muorcuit spoke of the movemnenl of
the Spinit of God amoug the Mexicaus At this meeting 1he Lotd unpressed
me with the faet that 1 was upon the altar, notl for a day, or lwa, but fo1
the 1esl of my Iife, and must be 1eady when e called  ‘Three times the
Lord spoke to me thus, Sooun afteiwalds Ile agnin spoke three times 1n one
week, thiongh the receipt of Missionary literalore, 1udcating, also, thak
He was calhing me to launch out in faith opon Iim fou supphies. Tater
still, TTe gave me the promise, thrice 1epeated, that He would shew me the
way. This ITe did, and while I still hesitated, bade me “go fotwald”
becaunse Lhe tine was ripe. As I moved forward the Lovd set s seal upon
every step, and sent in supplies. His Word cawe at the bezimning, © Call
unto Me, and 1 will answer thee, and shew thee g1eat and vughty things
The Twrd began tn fulfl ITis wond, and duceted all {hangs fo biing about
the accomplishment of 1Iis puipozses. In one instance the Igly Smnit
imdicted prayer for a chegue for £50, and gave suech an assurance of the
answer as to wmake 1t possible to declate 11 befoie it materialised A few
weelks later the answer was maumifest 1n the shape of a cheque for that
amoeunt from one who knew nothing of the 1equest. At the same time, the
Lord was working 1o another direclion, miles away. A sistor was waiting
npon the Loid for guidance as to the nze of £30, which vwas consecrated to
JIim  Through Lhe 1eceipt of a letter ITe indicaled that the money was for
me, and shoitly afterwards He brought us face to face, m a town many
mtles away from our separate homes. In many ways, tov numerous to
mention, the Lowd confiimed Mis call, and set 111s seal upon cvery step.
When the tune came for leaving England, ilie enremy tiied to hinder, but
the Lord ovel-tuled 1n answet to the prayer of many of lis dear ones, and
nothing was allowed Lo stand in the way,

“The voyage from Woolwielh to San Franeisco, all the way by sen,
threugh the beautiful Panama Canal, was accomplished 1n thitly-one days,
and during that time the J.o1d blessed His Word to the salvation of souls,
Will the dear ones at home please pray tor the needy rield of Mexico, and
for all whom God has senb to labour among this people, especially for thosze
whom e has placed 1n the forefront of the battle? 1hay that God will
ponr out His Spirit in a nnghty way, that signs and wonders may be
wiought as Jesus is uplifted ’

DIVINE HEALING MEETINGS

are held every WEDNESDAY afternocon at 3-30 o’clock in the Elim Taber-
nacle at BELFAST, and every THURSDAY afternoon at 4 o'cloek in the
Elim Tabernacle at Clapham, LONDON. At these meetings the sick are
praved for and ministered to acocording to James v., 14—16. Requests for
prayer may be sent to Hizhbury Gardens, 3, University Ave,, Belfast, or
to Etim, Park Crescent, Giapham, London, 5.W. 4.
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Objections to Divine Mealing.
PAUL’S THORN IN THE FLESH.

Many and varied are the objections to the Bible teaching
concerning divine healing. One of the most prevalent is Paul’s
thorn in the flesh. The average professing Christian believes
that Paul had a sickness that God refused to heal, and, therefore
that is an excuse for them when they find difficulty in getting
their hicaling from God. It takes only a careful reading of what
Paul says about the matter to prove not only that it was not a
chironic discase that God was not willing to heal, but also to
reveal exactly what Paul’s thorn was. We will quote from the
authorized version first :

““ And lest I should be exalted above micasure through the
abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in
the flesh, THE MESSENGER OF SATAN TO BUFFET ME,
lest 1 should be exalted above measure. For this thing 1
besotight the Lord thrice, that it might depart from1 me. And
lic said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee for my strength
1s made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather
glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon
me. Therefore I take pleasurc in infirmities, in reproaches, in
necessities, in persecutions, i distresses for Christ’s sake; for
when I am weak, then am I strong.”’ {II. Cor 12, 7—10).

Paul plainly declares in this passage that it was a specially
delegated demon spirit sent from Satan to make trouble for hiin
wherever he went— “ THE MESSENGER OF SATAN TO
BUFFET ME »’ It was not for the healing of sickness that Paul
asked, but he did ask that the messenger might depart from
hum, that he would not be tempted so persistently and in so many
ways. God told him that He would not take the messenger from
him, but that He would give him divine power to meet it suc-
cessfully,  The buffetings of this messenger would demonstrate
to Paul how helpless the flesh was to conquer the enemies met
with on the divine plane, and then God’s strength could take
the place of human weakness and helplessness. This is what
God meant when He said ‘* My strength is made perfect in weak-
ness.””  We all unconsciously try to do things in our own
strength when we start in the life of faith, and this gives Satan
the privilege of buffeting us, but when we discover how helpless
the flesh is and lay it aside and depend on the living God alone,
God can give us perfect victory over Satan and His works.

Paul goes on to say what the manifestations of this mes-
senger of Satan were : ‘“ I therefore take pleasure in infirmities,”’
that is, attacks in tlie body, such as he had when he was stoned
to death ag Liystra. In speaking of this in one of his letters, he
said he had the sentence of death in himself, that he might
learn not to trust in himself or his natural strength and health
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of body, but in the living God. “‘In neccessities,”” this is in

financial buffeting and blockades by Satan. He speaks of this in
onc of his letters when he tells the Corinthians, “Iiven at the
preseut time I suffer hunger, and am buffeted, and have no
certain dwelling place.  He furthermore tells us of reproaches
and persccutions. Thus he tells us of the many ways in which
this messenger of Satan worked, but God delivered him out of
them all, which {fulfils what God said through Paul in I. Cor.
10:13:

“I'here hath no temptation taken you but such as is
cominon to man : but God is faithful, who will not sufler you to
be tenmipted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation
also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”

The figure of the thorn in the flesh is never used as a
figure of sickuess in the Bible. In Numbers 33 :35, Moses told
of the children of Isract before they entered the land that if they
wotulld not drive out the inhabitants of the land that the people
they tet remain would be pricks in their eyes and thorns in their
sides, and would vex them in the promised land.

“ But if ve will not drive out the inhabitants of the land
from before you; then 1t shall come to pass, that those whicl
yve let remain of them shall be pricks in your eyes, and thorns in
your sides, and shall vex you in the land wherein ye dwell.”

I'he widespread perversion of the Scriptures dealing with
Paul’s thorn in the flesh is certainly inspired by Satan, who
delights to furnish an excuse for not trusting the Lord unto
perfect victory for our bodics, and it also gives him the privilege
to carry on his evil works of afflicting and torinenting the bodies
of huinanity. The Scriptures plainly declarc that Jesus Christ
bore all our sickness on the cross, aud that gives us an exemp-
tion right from all sickness and disease.  Furthermore, God
never refused to heal the discases of any who applied in the
entire Bible, either before the Iaw, during the law, or after the
law. Either Jew or Gentile could come and receive their healing
by meeting the casy conditions. The first healing was in the
20th chapter of Genesis, where Abimelech, a Gentile king, was
healed.  'The last healings recorded in the Bible were on the
island of Melita, when Paul was shupwrecked. There was an
interval of about two thousand vears between these healings, and
vast multitudes were healed during these two thousand years,
and not one was cver turied away or refused. Furthermore,
God has promised to heal any that apply.

“ Is any sick among you? ILet him call for the elders of
the church; and et them pray over him, anointing him with oil
in the name of the Lord : And the prayver of faith shall save the
sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed
sins, they shall be forgiven him’’ (James 5:14—15).

Fallen man has always sought to put the responsibility
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upon God for his failure to receive the blessings mentioned in the
Bible, but the whole responsibility is on ourselves. God has
made an ample provision for every need and desire for our spirits,
souls and bodies and all things that concern us; and anyone who
is willing can meet the conditions.

The first hindrance is covered sin, which must be con-
fessed and forsaken, and we must also be willing to live accord-
ing to God’s Word as written in the New Testament. The
second lhindrance is a dependence on the least thing besides
God for physical lLelp. The third is a wavering heart, which
imeans that we have not settled it in our hearts to go through in
God’s way unto perfect victory, regardless of consequences.
Any reservation to do anything besides trust God when we come
to Him for licaling, will permit Satan to fill us with doubts and
fcars and also aggravate our symptoms, and God's power will be
effectually hindered. When our bridges are burned behind us,
then God can give us the confidence we need and the healing
iliat always follows. After hindrances are out of the way, there
are only three steps to perfect health. The first is to definitely
ASK for it in Jesus’ name (John 16 .23-24). The second step is
io BELITGVT that we receive when we ask, without waiting to
sce or feel anything (Mark 11 :24) The third is to begin to
ACT like a perfectly well person in dependence upon the power
of God alone, paying no attention to the condition that exists
in our body (Isaiah 40 :28-31).

TIMOTHY’S WINE.

Paul’s sceming advice to Timothy to drink no longer
water, but wine, has been scized upon by the opponents of
divine licaling as an excuse for taking medicine and trusting in
doctors instead of God The eminent sclhiolar, Moffatt, and the
authior of a most excellent translation of the Scriptures, says of
this verse that it is eitlier a marginal gloss or misplaced, and has,
therefore, left it out of his translation of the Scriptures. But
allowing that it does belong to the original text, it does not give
anyole an excuse for taking medicine and trusting in doctors.
Paul is advising Timothy concerning an article of food, and
would mean no more than one of us to-day rccommending to
one of our Christian friends, or converts, to drink cocoa as being
wore nourishing than water at their meals God does not forbid
i the New Testament the use of any kind of nourishing food or
drink, and Paul simply told Timothy to drink the juice of the
grape instead of water: it would be more strengthening and
nourishing. If we should accept the conclusions of our oppon-
cuts and believe that Paul taught we should stop drinking water
and drink medicine instead, it would certainly prove a bonanza
to the undertakers, for it is ccrtain that no human being would
last very long who would drink as frecly of medicine as they do
of water.
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HEZEKIAH’S FIGS.

When Hezekiah hiad a boil, it was no doubt a carbuncle
that Lad developed into blood-poisoning. He prayed to God and
was told by God Himself to set his house in order, for he was
going to die.  Hezekiah prayed and received the promise of God
that fiftcen years would be added to his life. Isaiall then told
him to put a lump of figs on the boil. This certainly could not
have been used in the same sense that medicine is used to-day.
Figs have no virtue to lieal blood-poison, and are never used by
the medical profession or anyone else in such cases. Therefore,
the only conclusion that we can arrive at 1s that it was simply a
test of Hezckiah’s faith and obedience, the same as the spittle
and clay that were placed on the blind man’s eyes and the oil
with which the sick are to be anointed in the Gospel age.
Naaman was told to dip in Jordan seven times, not that there
was any hecaling power in the water, but it was a test of his faith
and obedience to God and His Word.

Any means ever used in thie Bible had no healing virtuc
in them whatever, and, as we have already said in this article,
were only used as a test of faith and obedience.

When the children of Israel were bitten by the serpent in
the wilderness, God told them the means by which they might
be healed, which was for Moses to make a polished brass serpent
and put it on a pole. One look at this serpent would bring
pardon, cleansing and healing to the bitten and dying Israelites
The serpent was preserved as a memorial of what God had done.
A long time afterwards, in Hezekiali’s time, they began to
depend on the virtue supposed to be in the serpent. ‘This
brought a stern rebuke from Hezekiah, who ground the serpent
to pieces and threw it away We have only considered the main
objections to divine healing, and we trust that the Holy Spirit
will make plain the Scripturalness of each one.—‘‘ The Sword

of the Spirit.”

EL Teckly dDessage.

Compiled from Vatious Sources by PASTOR E C, BOULTON.

Sunday, Jan. 6th.

“ Now unto Him that is able to keep you from stumbling ¢ (Jude, 24)

This 15 & most prectous promize. The revised tiranslaltion as holh
acculate and suggestive. It 18 not merely fiom falling that Ife wants to
kkeep us, but from even the shightest stumbling. We aie told of Abraham
that he staggered not at the promise. God wants us to walk so steadily
that thiere will not even be a quiver in the line of Ilig 1egiments as they
face the foe. It 1s the lLittle stumblings of hife that most discourage and
hinder us, and most of these 1ather knoek us down with a feather than
with an Aimstiong gun. It 13 mnch mole to his hiorour and keen delight
to defeat a child of God by some flimsy (rifle than by some great tembptation
Beloved, let us wateh, 1n these days, agamnst the orange peels that tiip us
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on our pathway, the little foxes thatl destioy llhie vines, and the dead flies
{bal mar, sonietinies, a whole vessel of precious owntment, * Tiifles make
petfeclion,” aud as we get farther on, m owr Chistian Life, God will hold
us muech moie closely to obedience 1n things that seem insigmificant.

Sunday, Jan. 13th,

“ Be still, and know that I am God "' (I'salm 46, 10).

“Theie 1s no mmusic 1w a 1est, but theie 1s the making of music 1
1t 7 In our whole hite-melody the music is broken off heie and there by
“rests,” and we foolishly {hunk we have come to the end of the tune
God sends a tme of forced leisure, disappowmted plans, fiustrated efforts,
and makes a sudden pause 1n the choi1al hymn of our Lives, and we lament
that our voices must be silent, and our pait missing 1n the music which
evel goes up to Lhe car of the Lord. How does the musician read the rest?
Sce lim beat the time with unvarying count, and catch up the next note
true and steady, as 1f no bieaking-place had come 1n between. Not without
design does God write the music of our lives, Be 1t ours to learn the time,
and not he dismayed at the “ rests.” They ale nol to be slmred over, not
to be omilled, not to destroy the melody, not to change the key-note. If we
look up, God Itimself will beal the tine for us  With the eye on Him, we
shall strike the next note full and cleai. The making of music 1s often a
»low and painiul process 1n this Life.

Sunday, Jan. 20th.

““ The things that have happened unte me have fallen out rather unto
the furtherance of the gospel” (Plul. 1, 12).

The ancient P’hirygians had a legend that eveiy Lime they conqueled
an enemy, the vietor absorbed the plysical stiength of his vietim, and
added so much more to his own strength and valour. So temptation
victollously met doubles our spuitual sirength and equipment. It is
possible thus not only to defeat our enemy, but to capture him and make
hun fight 1n our own ranks 'The prophet Isaiah speaks of fiying on the
shoulders of the Philistines. These Philistines weie their deadly foes, but
Lhe figuie suggested that they would be enabled not only to conquer the
I'lnhistines, but to use them to carry the victois on their shoulders for
further tiiumphs. Just as the wise sailor can use a headwind to carry him
foiward by tacking and taking advantage of 1ts mmpelling force; so it is
possible for us in our speritual Life, through the viclorions grace of God,
lo tuin to account the things that seem most unfriendly and unfavourable,
and to be able to say continually, °“ the things that were against me have
happened to the furtherance of the Gospel.”

Sunday, Jan. 27th.

‘“ Speak ye unto the Rcck ' (Numbers 20, §).

The Holy Ghost 1s very sensitive, as love always 1s. You ecan
conquer a wild beast by blows and chains, but you cannot conguer a
woman’s heart that way, or win the love of a sensitive nature; that must
ho wooed by the delicate touches of trust and affection So the Holy Ghost
has to be taken by a faith as delicate and semsitive as the gentle heart
with whom it 18 corming 1n touch. Omne thought of unbelief, one expression
of 1mpatient distrust or fear, will instantly check the fieedom of His
operations as mugh as a breath of frost would wither the petals of the
st sensitive 10se or lily  Speak to the Rock, do not stiike it, Believe in
the Ioly Ghost and tient Hun with the tenderest confidence and the most
unwavenng trust, and He will meel you with i1nstant response and confi-
dence  Beloved, have you come to the rock in Kadesh® Have you opened
all your being to the fulness ot the Spuit, and then, with the confidence of
the cluld to the mother, the biide to the hushand, the flower to the sun-
shine, have you recerved by faith, and ave drinking of His blessed lifep
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Christ = The Mealer.

1. 'T'he Lord healed, though medieal men abounded ‘There wele many
physicians. {(Mark 5, 26)

2. The Lord healed without exception all who came or were brought to
Him. (Matt. 4: 23-24)

3. He hcaled sometimes without the result being apparent at once
{Luke 17 : 14).

4. He healed gradually, (Mark 8: 21-22),

5. He healed on the spot instantly, (Matt. 15: 30.31),

6. He indicated sometimes that this healing would be 1n the fature, it
they obeved Him. (John 9: 7).

7. He sometimes removed a man from his iminediate suiroundings before
healing him, {(Mark 8: 22-23),

8. He healed all manner of discases. {(Matt. 4. 23-24)

9, e liealed illness the result of demon possession, (Luke 9: 42).

1. He healed people at a distance withouf going to them. {Jolin 4: $6-53).

11. He healed by touch—by command—Dby a word, (Malt 8: 3. Luke 8.

44, Mark 1: 31. Luke §: 10, Mark T: 34).
He healed chionic cases :—
12 yoars. (Matt., 9: 20).
18 years {Luke 13: 11).
33 vears, (John 5: 5).
He gave the power of healing {o others:—
To the 12 disciples. (Luke 9: 1),
To the 70 who were not apostles. Luke 10: 1-9).
To believers generally, (John 14- 12-14).
To Peter’s shadow, (Acts 5: 14-18),
To FPaul’s handkerchiefs, (Acts 19: 11-12).
The Lord continued, and continues to-day, to transmit thus power o others
after Iis ascension :—
20 years after 1t was given to Paul. {(Acts 18: I2).
21 years after it was given o ordinary belicvers. (Acils 19, 12).
27 years afterwards rules for healing the sick wero laad down, (James
5: 14-16),
40 years after, Clement said men reccived the gift of healing.
200 years after, Origen said men had marvellous power 1n curing sickness
through the name of Jesus,
To-day these gifts a1e being exeicised 1n various parts of the woild, and
wonderful things are being accomplished thiough the power of the
Fasen Christ.

The Whys & Whetetfores of Giving

Much has been said in these days as to Chiistian giving, but there
is much more {0 be said. Giving 15 one of the subjects that causes much
difficulty 1n the lives of many followers of the Lord. What 1s the reason
for trouble along that hine® It 1s 1nostly because the consesration has not
been ag complete as we owe to the Lord Who gave His all for us,

in the first place, we ara the children of Abiaham Dbecanse we ate
the children of faith; we arc not under the law, but are free from the law
through Christ. The law was spirituwal, the law was good, but the law
fulfilled its purpose nineteen hundied years ago, and tlhe Lord lhas brought
1in a better digpensation (2 Cor. 3: 11) The law was completely fulfilled
in Jesus Christ, so that we are no longer under law, but under the
unmerited favour of God through Jesus (Rom, 6- 14)

So many make giving a legality, This should not be. We should
not give becatuse we have to or feel compelled to do so, but should give out
of an abundantly grateful heart TIf Jesus had left His gloiy for just one
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day to come and visit us we nover could repay Him even 1f we gave all we
possess and praised Him throughout all eternity. He, however, knows our
poverty awl smalluess and mabilily, and asks that we love Ilim 1n return
for 118 great sacrifice on Calvary,

Lave is practieal. If I say 1 love my brotler, and do not feed him
when he is hungry, o1 clothe him when he s In need, 1t is all 4 lie and &
sham, God made provision for the supply of the needs of Ilis childien,
every one. He supplies the farme1 with crops He supplies the mechanic
with work and the labourer with labour. He has another elass of people
whom Ile has provided for also—these are his munistering seirvants in the
woild, If the faimers, mechanies, labourers, ete., in the world saw that all
they possess came through the merey of God, theie would be abundant
provision for all, for the faimer would reason in his heart, “ God has given
what I have, I will return part of my increase for the propagation of His
wolrk.” The mechaniec would reason, “ My health 15 good and T am able to
wolk and my family has been blessed, I will return pait of my increase ta
God.” Our thankfulness is measured by our willingness to do geod to our
brothers in the world

There is rarely a Christian who is not willing to thank God in a
practical way by giving. But fhe question which aiises is the manner of
giving. Some think they ought to give a tithe, others use the Seripture,
“ Let not your left hand know what your right hand doeth ” All Scripture
iz grven for our reproof and instruction. C(Ome passage would not tell one
to give in the hit or miss manner of unsystematie giving, and tell another
to regularly pay tithes. The Woid does not contradicet 1tself, theieforoe there
15 a ground on which these customs harmonise,

Let us go into the Word, Woe find 1n the (}d Testament the gystem,
nf tithes and offerings, Yes, 1t was a system; one which provided every
temporal need for national and individual life But, you insist, you are
always going back to the old law and we are not under law but under grace.
This is true, but we are not gomg back to Moses but to Abraham, THE
FATHER OF FAITH. You say you have faith, show it by youwr works, for
“ faith without works is dead.” Abraham’s children psid tithes, why do
not we? There was no law of Moses then, Abraham was 3 man whe loved,
and he knew that one-tenth at least wazs what he should give as a thank-
offering. Geod acknowledged that it was good by continuing the custom
under the Mosaic dispensation. The poor man says 1t 1s too much, and the
11eh man says it 15 foo much. If ke poor man would follow his father,
Abraham, and do the will of God, he would find his business better and his
ciops better; in fact, the curses pronounced upon the selfish and covetous
would not come his way. Prosperity, promised through the entire Word,
would be his portion. Possibly Satan weuld contest the point and might
gZive some trouble for a season, but we aie told to resist the devil and he
will flee fioml us. The rich man says that one-tenth of his possessions are
not needed, There wus never a time when tle call of the mission felds was
more pitiful FRich man, if you cannot go, send your mency, and receive
the interest in the kingdom of heaven.

Melchisedek was the priest of Balemn. Afisr the return from the
rescue of Lot, Abiaham paid tithes to Melchisedek, Is the plan of the Lord
not beautiful? Tle had found the blessing of the Lord in sach a real way
of fighting his battles, and increasing his goods, that his gratitude was
shown mn a covenant with Ged that he would give a tenth of his incirease
The example of the father of faith is for you and me,

Abraham’s children had the same tendencies that we have in qur
naturea to he covelous and selfish, The character of Jacoh is eapecially
outstanding. 1 know of no grandchildren that had more peculiar natures
aor more perverse natures than those of Abraham The one redeeming
feainie of their lives was the call of God. Have we any hetter natures than
ther? Jacob, in relurn for the kindnesses shown, paid tithes unto the Lerd
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(Gen 28: 22) If we are children of Abraham, should we not do what his
children did in this respect?

Titheing under Moses was only a small part of that which was
returned unte the Load. When one stops to figute up the amount above
and beyond the fenth given of all the 1nerease of their substanee, he wall
find that approximately forty per cemt. of carmings went tack to Him who
gave 1f. The bulls, goats, lambs, pigeons, meat and dirnk ofietings which
were given for sacrifice amounted to counsiderahle, let alone the amount
that was lost 1n letting the land go unwoiked one year 1n every soven
that the poor might receive the products of the vines and grain that came
up. With all this God blessed them abuudantly. Their tiees, vines, andd
fielda produced in nbundance, and all they did prospered. As a seal of God's
displeasure, the poductiveness wag cul off just 28 zoon as there wos
disobedience.

We are not living under the law, Lut under grace Tell me, you
who are hving under giace, should yonr offerings be Tess than the offerings
under the law? Having privileges that Abialham did not have, should your
offerings be any less than his? But let us think of thal senipture, * Lot
not your left hand know whal your rnght haud doeth ”* Does 1t mean thal
when the call iz made for the needs of the Loid's work that we reach pus
right hand down 1nto our pocket and get the smallest eoin that we ean get,
without lvoking our change over, and give that? Does it mean that we me
to be as small and pinched as 1t is possible to be? If you live under grace
you owe your all unto Christ, for He gave His all for you.

Again, you may say, “ My all iz given to Chrmst.”” Come now, how
much of rour all really goes to the work of Chiist? I find that many who
sy, “ I am not under the law of Moses, but under grace,” do not approach
even a tithe in theiv giving. The tithe suiely belongs to God (Lev 28: 30)
It is the first fruits unto the Lord. It should be put away for use in the
store-house as soon as the increase comes Into your hands. It 15 God's
property. You are the steward that must bring it to the place where 1t will
de your pastor or some missionaty some good, God wants the tithes
brought” into the storehouse 1f you want your blessings Then afler the
tithe 15 In the storebouse, yonur offerings come. The offerings ought to be
uged for local needs among the poor. The tithes are for the upkeep of the
House of God and the minister in charge then after that the balance mnmight
be turned over to any needy cause as tho Lord should lead

Jf all the Pentecostal Chistians 1n the world would fithe, there
would be plenty for the upkeep (and abundantly more) of all our ministers,
missionaries, and workers, with anr assemblies well loused, and an
abundance for the poor May Ged help us.—* The Pentecostal Evangel.™

“U will Declare what e bath done.”

HEALED OF CONSUMPTION.

Praise the Lord, e 15 just the same lo-day for spint. sonl, and
body. Two yeais ago, on November 9th, 1921, the Lord Jesus wonderfully
healed me of consumption. For six years T was under medical treatment,
having thiee speetalists and four doctors livery year I had to go away
for three or four months’ rest. I beeame so ill and was away cighl months
Then the Loid instantaneously healed me at Paslor Jefiteys’ misswin at
Notting Hill. The doctors say T am a marvel To God be the glory!

Last vear the Lord healed my eyes, having worn glasses for ten
years, and healed me from undergoing an operation. Tn-day I am perfeckly
well and happy mm Has fnll salvation,

— A EKNOTT {(Kingston)
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OPERATION UNNECESSARY.

All praise to the dear Lord for what He has done for me, He has
done great things. Nearly two years ago 1 became 111, and had the doctor,
who said an operation was necessaly, but he did not know whether it would
be successful at my age (61) But I would not be operated on. I got very
thin, hil-e a skeleton, could not walk out, or do anything scarcely My dear
sister with otheis was piaying for me 1n London, and eventually she came
to see me, and the doctor told her 1t was cance1, and that I sliould not lLve
long. I did not have any solid food for months

About August, 1922, iny dear friends sent me an anointed hand-
kercluef, and my sister came agam and laid hands on me, and I do not
know how to thank and piaise my dear Loid Jesus enough for so wondei-
fully healing me, Tor months I have been able to eat anything, and have
been staying in London (100 miles journey) for nine weeks, My hair nearly
all came out, but praise the dear Lord, He has made it grow quite thick
again, all gloiy to His ever blessed Nanie. I never knew our Jesus was 80
wonderful, the lovely Saviour and Healer of body, soul, and spirit. O,
praise His Nanie, e 1s just the same, the very same Jesus as when on
this earth, aund all we have to do 18 to believe and trust, and all things
ale possible to Him Who has made us and died to save us from all our sin.
I long to love Him more, day by day, and am seeking the Baptisn in tle
Holy Spirit.  All glory to His Name! Hallelujah!

—(Mrs ) E. FOX (Spalding)

A WONDERFUL HEALING.

[The following account of the wonderful healing of Sister Edith
Cuffley, given by herself at the weekly Divine Healing seivice at the Elim
Tabernacle, London, on Thursday, 22nd November, will be read with
interest by our readers.—Ed ]

I am led by God to let others know, especially those who are seeking
Divine Healing, how very miracu'ously I was cured by the power of God
after being 11l for four years and nine months—and even before that severe
1llness I was always ailing. I was a machinist by tiade; consequently, my
work was very lieavy—especially so when the war broke out and I had to
do soldiers’ coats, tents, etc. This heavy work hastened on the disease, my
cough became much worse, and one day I collapsed while at work and had
to be removed to the hospital; two weeks later I had a very bad hemorrhage
of the Tungs, and for two years I lay in my own home at Kennington,
liaving a nurse daily to attend to me, and the doctor coming in three times
a week. During this time, the doctor tried to get me 1nto a lospital or
sanatorium, but admission was not obtainable, as by this time I had become
a bed-ridden case; so from June, 1916, t1ll April, 1919, I lay at home, being
an absolute wreck. I then began to lose all use of my limbs, and endured
dreadful pain in my spine, The doctor found that the disease had travelled
to the spine, and I was put under X-Rays to make sure, and, to my great
sorrow, it was quite true, The pain became so great that my husband
asked the doctor agamn to try and get me away, and the only place that
was available was the Home for Incurables and Dying, at Thames Ditton,
where I lay from April, 1919, till August, 1920 Here, my condition became
very critical, and a spinal jacket was made, with the hopes that it might
prove a support and so enable me to sit up in bed. This, however, was
quite useless, as when I was put into it, the pain only increased. I got
much woise, was put on a water bed, and endured injections of morphia,
twice daily, for eight months. In August, I discharged myself, my relatives
taking all responsibility, and the following is a copy of the letter sent from
the Ilome to my people :—

“1 understand that Edith is coming to you for an indefinite length
of time The doctor now thinks that, by taking the journey, she takes very
considerable risk, and may die on the way. I am writing to say that this
Journey is not advised or sanctioned by us, and neither we nor the doctor
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can take any responsibility whatever eoncerning 1it, and a nurse must attend
her three or four tunes daily,
“Yours truly, —, Supeiior.”

I came out and was taken to my brother’s home, travelling in a
spinal carriage the whole journey, which cansed me to get worse. A doelor
was sent for, and he advised my brotlier to get me to iny home 1n London,
but I had to stay with him till January, 1921, as the pain was so intense
that I could not be moved, Arrangements were made for me to comne ta
London, and then another spinal jacket was made for me, with a head and
neck support, but this also I conld not bear te be prt into on aceount of
the pan.

It gives me very great sorrow to say that, during this time, I had
drifted from the One Who could have he‘ped me most; but Gad, in his Inve
and merey, directed me to a special mission, which was then being lheld at
Grove Ilall, Peckham, by some members of fhe Christian Deaconess’
Association. I had no desire to go when asked, but thhough the Christian
love of the leader in spending some Lours with me m the Liospital whilst
having the spinal jacket fitted, I decided to go, to show my appreciation
of this act of love. That meetmg was one, praise IIis Name, that shall
never be forgotten. I was lifted from the invalid’s earrmage and laid on
twa formns, with cushions, ete., as 1 could only obtain rest when lying flat.
The message the sister gave, by the Power of God, was the means of
showing me what salvation really meant, and there and then I suriendered
myself wholly to God, and in spite of being in great pain, went home very
happy.

My helplessness increased, and I could not so much as move a finger
or turn my head, and was living only on soda-water and milk—and very
laittle of that. Iuring the next week matters became mueh worse, and a
doctor had to be sent for, much against my will, as my faith in earthly aid
had failed, and I had refused medicine, knowing that it could only be the
Lord Who could heal me. He (the doctor) said theie was absolutely no
hope, I eould not posgsibly last any longer thau two days, and on ne account
was to be left, as T was likely to pass away at any moment. T, however,
lasted a month 1n this condition before bemng peifectly restored, and was
watched night and day. My friends were summoned, my brother coming
over from Ireland to see, as he thought, the last of me,

The Thursday beforc Baster, tho Lord gave me a vision of myselfl
standing at the corner uf Brunswck Sguars {this was qmute unfamaliar to
me, never having lived in Peckham) in uniform giving away tracts egntnin-
mg a message of love to lost sou's, and {hen I could hear them singing,
““Come unto Me’—t is the Saviour’s voice.” This vision showed mo
clearly that the Lord had a special work for me to do, and I prayed to be
kept in His Will, that I might not hinder His working in me.

On the Easter Sunday morning, ilie sister who had been sitting up
with me all might was going to Communion Service. As she opened my
door, the church bells started to ring. She smid to me,  Edie, the vesur-
rection of the Lord !’ It was just as though someone said, *“ Yes! and can
be the resurrection of yonr Iife.”” This really made me feel a little nervous,
but I jmst kept prayerfnl, knowing that God would undeifake in whatever
His will was for me,

The next week the pain I endured was terrific—too bad for anyone
even to approach my bed—and on the following Fiiday the Lornd gave me
another wonderfnl vision. It was as though the roof was liftml, and I saw
a most wonderful ray of light beam into my room; then I saw the Lord 1n
alt His glory, and this is what I heard: * Fear thou not, for 1 am with
thee; be not dismayed, f.r I am thy God.” Then T felt Ilis touch on my
arm, and heard His voice, saying, © These are My words—take them, behieve
them, and act upon them *’ {the verses were James v. 14, 15) Thiee times
I heard these words repeated to me

The next morning I told the glad news to the sister who had been
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sitting up with me, and she was able to verify my statements, having heard
all 1 said whilst unconsciously talking with God, [ asked to see the leader
of the Cambeiwell bianclhi ot the *‘ Chiistian Deaconess’ Association,”” as
1 wanted to be obedient. I told her everything, asking her to come and
anoint me, and to gather together those who believed His Word (I might
mention here that the number gathered was seven). At 7-30 on this evening
(Monday, 4th Apiil) 1t seemed to me that I was just slipping away to be
with mmy Lord My biother, who was sitting with me at the time, ran out
of tlie 100m ci1ying, saying lie could not watch me die, but I lield on in
prayel, and God gave the vietory. The fiiends gathered at 8-45, knelt befole
s Thione of prayer, which was followed by the 1eading of His Word,
anointing and cairying out umplheitly every command given in James v.
14, 15, Om ILoid agawn visited me 1n glory, and I felt His hand on my
head; my limbs were straightened out, and I felt as 1t were, my body die,
and then a tinglivg staited fiom my feet, 1eaching to 1ny fingei-tips. The
Loid spoke, saymg, “Arise, and get up!”’ and I said, ““ O Lord, I cannot!”
1le spoke to me a second tmue, saying, “Anise, and get up—now o1 never!”
I said, “O Lord, I will have 1t now.” He gave me the power to 1immediately
obey His command. piaise His Name! and I jumped out of bed and walked
to the nnddle of the 100m, just talking to my Lord, not realising that any
of the friends were there. What joy! I was perfectly restored to health.
My back and other paits of my body, which were distorted, were quite
straight, and, after praising and giving thanks, I said, *“ Give nie something
to eat!” T then ate two eggs, bread and butter, and drank some tea.

The next night T had the power to walk from Scarsdale Road to
Edmund Stieet Mission (about a mnile) to testify of whar miy Loid had done
for mne. On the following Satuiday, I was dedicated to the C.D.A_ work,
as I knew that was the reason for my vestoration. I intend to devofe the
1est of my life to it, through the Power of His Holy Spiiit working through
me, in bringing lost souls to a knowledge of His great sacrifice made on
Calvary for us. Etermity will not be too long to praise Him for His
wonderful love, and T ean truly say, with St Paul, “ I live, yet not I, but
ghaist liveth 1n me. The life I now live, I live by the faith of the Son

0 .”

The following 15 a copy of letter written by the doctor under whose
care Sister Edith Cufiley was —

“ 180, Kennington Pai1k Road, 8.E 11.
15 Apiil, 1921,

“1 lLercuy cectaify that Edith May Cufiley Las been under niy
professional caire sinee Decewmbe1, 1917, and before that date, under my
predecessol, the late Dr. R TFoster Owen, for several years. She was
rendered unfit for work 1n June, 1916, by 1eason of pulmonary tuberculosis,
whiclh was followed by spinal tuberculosis. She was moeie or less prostrated
fiom that time until the 4th of April last, when she appears to have
mysteriously recovered, having received no systematie tieatmient since her
1emoval fiom a sanatorium i1n August, 1920, For the last two vears she -was
crippled. bed-11dden, and believed to be incurable. In my opinion, she 1s
now recovered and will soon be guite fit for work, and her cuie can only
be aseribed to her wonderiul faith in prayer.

‘ “ (Signed) P, EUGENE GIUSEPPE, M B, CM., J.P.,
“Late Goveinment Medical Officer, Trundad, B'W.1.”

EXTRACT FROM “LII'E OF FAITH,” JANUARY 11th, 1922
Alnidged Notes by Di. A. T Scrorierp, Specialist, of Hailey Street, W.
“To my gieat pleasure I can record the case of Mrs, Cuffley, of 40,

Denmark Road, Camberweil, S.E. After careful examination I must
consider 1t a supernatuial cure of organic disease.
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“ Mrs C. developed tubercle of the lung, had had hemoiihage, and
lay in her bed for two years. X-Rays stowed advanced tubeicle, and she
was removed to the Home for Incurables and Dying, at Thames IDitton.
She lay in a spinal jacket, and later, on a water bed. . .. . [Here follows
deseription of case as in foregoing pages.]

‘““ When I saw her she had been nenrly eight months perfectly well,
walking about all day and visiting the sick and poor. I examined her
chest and spine, and there was certainly no active disease. She seems to
be a simple hehever overflowing with joy and thankfulness at her 1ecovery.
She had gained mnearly two stone, and never was so well as she is now.
She evidently regards the cure as a case of duect Divine Healing, and 1s
now continuing her open an and Mission work—all to the gloiy of God.”

Mtems of Mntevest.

As we go to piess for this 1ssue much earlier than usual, we regiet
that several aiticles we hoped to include are unavoidably held over until
next month.

* * * * *

Preparations ale now being made for the usual Christmas Conven-
tions, and we hope to 1eport on them fully in the ¥ebiuary nuinber,

* * * * *

Owing to the ever incieasing ciiculation of the Elim Evangel, and
the great demand for literature, our readers will be mnterested to know
that arrangements aie bemng made to open an Elim Alliance Publishing
House in London. It will be situated in close proximity to the Elim
Tabernacle, and we hope to be able to give full particulars in our next
issne. Prayer for guidance is especially requested on behalf’ of those m
charge of the arrangements.

* * * #* *

The fiist Anniversary Services in connection with the BSunday
Schiool at our London Tabernacle will be held on Sunday, 13th Janualy.
The superintendent 1s Mr. Bonner, one of the elders of the assembly.
From the very first lns time and talenis have been devoled to the cause of
the children, and his untiring efforts, combined with tliose of his conse-
crated woikers, have been greatly blessed of God. In answer to prayer
the Loid has provided a competent orgamst for the pipe oigan at the
Tabernacle, Mi. Ronald Cooper, who will be conducting the singing at the
Auniversary, One of the Elima ministers wilt preach at the special seivices.

* * * * *

We give preliminary notice of a Convention that is being arranged
in the Elim Tabernacle, Park Crescent, Clapham, London, during the
caming Easter holidays, from Good Friday, 18th April, to Easter Tuesday,
22nd April. Pastor George Jeffreys will coanvene, and well-known speakers
are expected from different countries. It will be well for our readers to
make a special effort to come to this Convention. They should write
immediately to the Convention Secretary, “Elim,” Park Crescent, Clapham,
London, S.W. 4, as visitors are expected from all parts of the United

Kingdom.

Uneclaimed promises are hke uncashed cheques; they will keep us
from bankruptey, but not from want.

Prayer must be based upon promise, but, thank God, His promises
are always broader than our prayers.
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Fcts vi. Bl Studoy in Qrganisation.

By PASTOR DONALD GEE.

The sixth chapter of Acts is full of illuminating points to guide us
in the general principles of Church Organization, even as 1t is equally
interesting as containing the 1ecord of what was apparently the first definite
step in that dhection.

(1} 1Its accasion.

This 1z clearly shown, 1n verze 1, to be a felt need The muliiplying
of disciples, the growth of a work, the inerease of missionaiy and other
activities, are all matters for joy and thanlifulness, Luf they also ineur
new pioblems and difficulties

These cannot and must not he shirked, we cannot stay for ever in
the “ upper room’’ with its 120, much as we love the memory of its hallowed
hours. And on the other hand we want to see that meie imitation of these
offices of the apostolic days, without the corresponding need, may appear
to conform to the letter of the New 'Testament, but certainly not to the
spirit

The apostles organized when they found it helpful and necessary.

(2) Its purpose.

Added spititual power was the goal in view; along with a proper
and satwsfactory dealing with problems on the practical side,

Organizing was not to push burdens on fo the spiritual side of
things, but to push them off. This is marked 1n the emphatic putting of
first things first,—spritual essentials, prayer and the ministry of the Word,
The only reason for organizing was that these might be the more smoothly
and easily kept predominant and aggressive.

The apostles organized because they had a passion for prayer and
preaching that must remove every hindrance,

(3) Its spirit,

The needs of the weak called 1t into being Its purpose was not to
dictate but to help. All through there is fine blending of competent leader.
ship and a yielding to others’ wishes also; the recognition of God-given
office and authority, and a ready sharing of the burdens with others.

The highest qualifications are demanded no less by the multitude
than by the twelve. Unily, sympathy, practical love and uuselfish wisdom,
loyalty to the Holy uhost, fill the scene.

{(4) Iis results,

These were essentially gratifying. First- everybody was pleased |—
something remarkable in itself. It is certain that the road to this usually
impossible goal was only found becauge all were secking with pure motive
nought but the will and glory of the Lord ;(—te * by love serve one ancther.”

Second : gtill more growth. The benefits of the s{ep taken appeared
instantly by the number of the disciples being multiplied greatly. God
seeks for quality, but let us not forget that He desires quantity also.

Whr that note about “ a great company of the priests” (ministers).
Did manifest order help to break down prejudice? It may have been so.

{5) Its aftermath.

Whether this bhit of organization was permanent or not we cannot
say: we can be certain that it lasted as long as the need lasted. Later
hooks of the New Testament reveal still more complete forms.

It was not found to hinder, and it was not permitied to hinder the
sovereign liberty of the Holy Spirit among them. Stephen for a time
outshines even the aposties, and guickly wins a martyr’'s erown. Philip
the deacon iz found eguipped by the same Spirit with gifts as an evangelist,
and finds no hindrance to the Divinely appointed call. Xnjoying personal
liberty in {he service of God, he still recognises the office of others however,
(Acts B, 14}

This story of apastolic dealing with a difficnlty and a lack on the
administrative aide of things, the gpirit in which it was dealt with, the
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fulness of the Holy Ghost preserved and indeed the :ather emphasised n
tlie whole business, 1s wolth the study of all who aie seeking on every line
to discover the secrets that made the eailly Church so amazingly sucessful
on 1ts great campaign of carrying the gospel “ with signs following,” to
every ereature,

POWER OF GOD’S WORD.

A godly father placed a Bible in his son’s trunk on sending Inm
away to college. The young man was very indignant when he found 1t
some months later, and determined to use the leaves to wipe his razor on
wlile shaving. So wlienever he went to shave, he tore out a leaf or two
of the Holy Book, and thus used 1t until nearly half the volume was
destroyed. But while he was commitiing this outrage a text now and then
met s eye, and was carried like a baibed arrow to his heart. At length
he heard a sermon which discovered to him his own character, and his
exposure to the wrath of God, and riveted upon his mind the impression
which he had received from the last torn leaf of the blessed yet insulted
volume. Had worlds heen at his disposal, he would freely lhave given
them all, could they have availed him to undo what he had done. At
length he found forgiveness at the fool of the cross. The torn leaves of
that Sacred Volume brought healing to his soul; for they led hun to repose
on the merey of God, which is sufficient for the chief of sinners —Sel.

“God will not payment twice demand,
First at my bleeding Saviour’s hand,
And then again at mine.”

Elim Evangelistic Band.

At the time of writing these notes, the mission is still in progress
at Annaghanoon, Co. Down, wliere a new hall was erected last month
under the Elim Pentecostal Alliance. Nwumbers of precious souls have
professed salvation, and a real spuiit of revival is peivading the distiiet.
The hall has proved too small to acenmmodate the ecrowds of eainest young
people that have sought admittance. May the fire continue to burn and
spread in this district!

The mission at Aughavilly, Co. Armagh, is well attended, and
God’s blessing is resting on the meetings. Much prayer 1s requested for
the work in this place.

A children’s mission 1s in progress at Bangor, having commence:l
‘on 4th December. The attendance 1s good, and prayer 1s requested that
many youug lives mmay be dedicated to the Lord.

We hope to report in our next issue on the special Bible Readings
whicli are being given by Pastor George Jeffreys from 9l to 16th Decen-
ber, in the Elim Hall, Grimsby.

Pastor George Jeffreys is booked for an eight-days’ Bible Readings
in Ballymena, on sanctification, the outpouling of the Holy Ghost, and the
miraculous gifts of the Spirmt, from Sunday, 30th December, to Sunday,
6th January. Particulars may be obtamed from Pastor . Mercer, Temn-
perance Hotel, Castle Street, Ballymena.

Only tet us not weary. The miles to that land are fewer and shortel
than when we first believed. Strangers are not wise to quarrel with their
host and complamn of their lodging. It is a foul way, but a fair home.
Onh that I had but such grapes and clusters out of the land as I have
sometimes seen and tasted! But the hope of 1t in the end is a heartsome
convoy.—Samuel Rutherford.
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Elim Pentecostal Riliance.
STATEMENT OF FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS.

We believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God, and that none
may add or take away therefrom, except at their peril.

we belicve that the Godhead eternally exists in three persons, Father,
son, and Holy Ghest, ana that these three are one God.

we belicve that ail have sinned and tome short of the glory of God.

we believe that through the death and risen power of Christ all who
believe are saved from the penaliy and power of sin,

we helieve that the présent latier day outpouring of the Holy Ghost,
which 1s the pronsise of God to all believers, is accompanied by speak-
ing in other tongues as the Spirit gives utterance.

we believe that God is restoring all the gifts of the Holy Ghost to the
Church, which is a living erganism, a living body composed of all
Irede balievers.

wao believe that God has given some apostles, and some prophets, and
some evangelists, and some nastors and 1eashers, for the perfecting of
the samts, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body
of Christ,

We holigve that defiverance from sickness is provided for in fhe
Atonemient, and is the privilege of all wha believe.

We belreve in the personal and pre-millenial return of our Lord dJesus
Christ to receive unto Himself the Ghurch.

fit Wo believe in the eternal conscious blhiss of all true believers in Ghrist,

and aiso in the eternal conscious punishment of all Chrisi rejectors,

SUBSCRIPTION FORM.

To the Evangel Secretaries,

53, Delhi Street, Belfast, Ireland. 1924
Please send me each month ... .. copies of the Elim Evangel for which |
enclose .. ... being one yeat's subscription.
M
Full Address
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T'm going to take my chance.

Captain Webb, the famous swimmer, accomplished the
feat of swimming across the English Channel, a distance of
twenty-five miles.  After viewing the Whirlpool Rapids of
Niagara, he declared that e would swim through them Some
said he was a hero, but more sensible people affirmed that he was
a fool. »’ It’s all luck, and the end—I don’t think about that;
I’m going to take my chance,’”’
who expostulated with him

was the answer he gave to those

At four o’clock on the afternoon of 24th July, 1883, in
the presence of hundreds of spectators who loudly cheered him,
he leaped into the whirling torrent and swam for a short dis-
tance. But tlie eddying waters were too powerful for the strong
swimmer, and he was swept like a log into the rapids, and was
speedily lost to view. For miles down the Niagara river men
searched for the body, but it was not found till four days
afterwards, a mile and a half below Lewiston, New York State

Captain Webb said he was
“ GOING TO TAKE HIS CHANCE.”

Many in these days, when told that unless they are ‘“born
again,” ‘ converted,” or ‘ saved,” they CANNOT see the
kingdom of God (John 3 :3), declare that they will ‘‘ take their
chance.” ‘There is no ‘‘ chance ” in the matter There are
but the two classes in God’s sight—converted and unconverted,
saved and unsaved. “ YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN ” (John
3:7), or never enter heaven. Continue neglecting or despising
the salvation of God and your eternal destiny will be in the pit
of woe. Why should you perish in your sins when God, at an
infinite cost, has provided salvation for you as A FREE GIFT?
Why not be reconciled to God through faith in Christ? Why
not now, as you read these lines, believe on the Lord Jesus Christ
and be saved for tume and eternity ? (Acts 16 :31). If, however,
you procrastinate and are cut down in your sins, you will remem-
ber that you were warned of wrath and judgment, and pointed
to Christ, the sinner’s refuge. The awful thought will then be
realised that you despised Christ, and no one is to blame but
yourself —Sel.

Pinted by F B Phlullips, 10, Aldergate, Tamworth, Staffs





