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** The Lord is at hand.”’-—Phil, 4, 5.

As we write, our heart thrills with unspeakable, un-
quenchable joy at the thought of our Lord’s return.  How faith-
fully the Holy Spint rekindles and renews tlus blessed advent
assurance ! Wooing us to the continual contemplation  and
anticipation of that suprenic moment of rennion with our riseu
TLord! To those who arc  filled with the Spirit  this is no
vaguce speculation, but a glorious certainty based upon the
infallible pledge of God’s Word Morcover not only do we
possess the positive proonse of sceimg Him, but the probability
of His immuinent parousia ! Peorchance ere another sun has run
its course we may have exchanged the pen for thie palm, the
cross for the crown ! “‘Cauglit up to be for ever with the Lord !’

x* * * * *

We rejoice to know that the number of those who loolk
for His appearing 1s cver on the increase  Many eyes are being
anointed to sce that ¢ the sky, not the grave,” is the belicever’s
goal. Not for deatli do we tarry, but for the I ord from hecaven,
who shall change this body of our humiliztion that it may be
fashioned like unto His glorous resurrection body ! Deeper,
stronger, and more insistent becomes the crv of the “‘waiting
ones” for the return of their absent Kimg! On every side we
can hear the mutierings of the impending storm which threatens
at any moment to burst upon the earth and its godless inhabit-
ants, vet through the gathering gloom break the fore-gleams of
the approaching translation glory  Already those who believe
enjoy the ecarnest of the triumph which is to be revealed at

His coming
* * * * *
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Many of the Lord’s people have yet to learn that the hope
of poor struggling humanity is not in soctal or political reforms
Not improved relations “twixt capital and labour can ever pro-
duce those changes for wliel we long. The hwmnan race rejects
the divine yoke and repudiates the divine claims, hence the
chaos, conflict, and confusion which obtains throughout the
carth to-day The world is out of sympathetic relationship with
God—God must be reinstated in His rightful place—man must
be readjusted to the divine requiremients-—all thas can only be
accomplishied through the coming of Christ  Whilst leader after
leader fails to realise the hopes of those who called them to
power, and systems and policies prove abortive in their promised
issite, yvet we know that the revelation of the ‘‘depised and re-
jected One’’ shall bring deliverance to the groaning ereation.

* * * * ¥

What incentive this shonld give to diligent, desperate,
devoted service ! The nearness of the advent of Jesus should
prove a most powerful plea for the carnest application of all our
faculties to the execution of God’s purposes So many wanderers
to be won! So much ground to be gained! So much seed to
be sown !  So many strongholds of sin to be stormed !  So mch
golden grain to be garnered! The time for testimony well nigh
o’er ' What a neced for the proclamation of a full-orbed gospel !
Beloved readers, let us herald forth this message of the midaight
hiour, ** Behold the Bridegroom cometh !’ Announce it to a
pertshing world ' Speak it in the ecars of the backsliding be-
liever ! Breathe it into the heart of the sorely-tried saint! Sing
its sweet message in the presence of the hercaved believer ! Let
this awakening Jévangel of the Lord’s speedy return he blazed
abroad!

* X * * *

In view ol the forcgoing, we cannot hul rejoice in the
growth and development of the Alliance worls in various parts
of the United Kingdom; standing as it docs, with unflinching
steadfastness, for ALI, the Word of God—holding nuswervingly
to those blessed foundation truths upon whiclt the Church of
Jesus Chirist is built  The apread of such holy enterprise must
be a sourece of satisfaction to all those whoe realise the anti-
christian character of the age o which we live, and who watch
the rapid trend of cvents towards that awful catastrophic con-
sumiation of evil spolken of in Revelation  Tresh eentres are
contimually opening up, and new workers are being thrust forth
into the fiecld—hard and nnyielding ground is being broken up,
and companies of Spirit-filled Christians are being gathered
together as a corporate testimmony to the effectual working of

His mighty power in these last days.
—H.C.B.



THE ELIM EVANGEL 123

The Prophets of the
METR Testament,

A BIBLE STUDY.
By PASTOR DONALD GEER.

We canuot neglect tlus subjeel, and we do not wishe or mntewd Lo
There ae good amd even wigent 1edasons for undertalung a thoiough
examitation of the New Testament on the question of the office of
pirophct 1in the Chuieh of God

Fustly 1t entails the cacicize of Lhat spoariual mift wlitehh we ae
dislinetly COMMANDED to covel (T Cor 34, 39%; secondiy, 1t cmues
sccond only Lo “apostles ™ 1 the catalogues of spmitual offices 1 the
Clnireht (Epb. 4, 11, I Cot. 12, 28-29), «nd must smely be well worth
possessing 1n ol Assomblies lo-day of possible; thudly, many have liasl
personal caperiences nu Lhs Tine that veed prepolly onderg through
understanding ol the Sceriptwies (1 Cor. 12, 1y and Jastly, thele are strong
clavms as to the scope amd possession of (s office bang pat foiward by
somre right 1n our midst to-day Lhat eall {m1 nigmous, hul we tiust not
ansympatitetty, exambalion b the leht of the Woid of Gud (I Thiess.
5, 19-21)

* * * * *

Sovowi propose booeatelubly anadyse the vanreus passages i the Now
Tostiaesst wlere the miesily ob prephcis 1= mentwned, and then having
gathered our malerinl together, to secek lo fonmulabe some defimle prm-
viples concernng this office 1y Lbe Chraich.

Thes witl ok i osee labenious o Lask as sore may suppose, fm
the number of passages where prophels i the Clunceh ale mentioned 1n
the New Testamoent 1s 1eally very small after all, and a thorough analysis
of thie Word of Gord on Lhe subject 1s within easy 1cach ol all who will
take the mecessary trouble

* * * * *

Tt will be as well to boety define “prophiecy™ 1 1ts New Testamend
setise beiore we stmit snuply, bul not mwaccurately, 1t has been well
defined as * lnsprred utlerance,”

L 15 cettamly somelhmyg mole than preachmmg 1 the ordinmy
sense of that word, thougn preachiing when mightdy in the power of the
Holy Ghost can sutely becoute propliosying

Aied 1l muwosh alew e carefully  distingur-hed fiom teacinng, 1n
whiiclt the Spiril would appear Lo use Lhe logical and mental faculties
tor the expiession of Ilis puipose 1athier than the mbuinive and emotwonal
(using that word 1 1ts healthy and proper scnse)

Tiophels amd feacheis are always kept distinet 1 the New Testa-
went (Melg 13, 1, I. Cor. 120 28, elc.).

Di Robinsow’s ntotes licte ale so good that we will quote thenn 1
tult —ilie teacher ““spoke 10 a4 caltn, collecled, dudactie diseourse, adaptoed
lo nstivel cnd enbighien the boemiersy the prophet spoke wore fiom Lhe
umpulse of o swdden mspoation, frow the hight of a sudden revelation al
the moment {(“apokalupsis”—I Co1. 14, 30), and Ins discowrse was proba-
Lly more adapted by means of powertul e<hortabicon o nwahe the feelurgs
aiil eonseienee ol the hiearors The adea of speaking flom an smunodiaie
REVELATION secms here to he fundamental, as 1clating eitlier to futme
evends o1 to the mind of the Spirt i general” {Lexicon, p  693),

* * * k *

Having thus defined the wondeiful spnitual gift the prophet
gexercises, we are ready to commence our analysis, There are four refer-
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ences to the numstiy of prophets in the Acts of the Apostles—let us look
at these fiist.

(1) Agabus and the great dearth. Acts 11, 27-30,

Here we find the nnnistiy of the prophet 1unmng on the line of a
popular idea of that gitt—defimitely forelelllng a coming ecveut.

The servant of God, however, was ne panderer to the natural love
of men to gy wto the future; obvionsly behind Ins Spitil-given predietion
thiere was the loving puipose of God to pirepaie for the lLelp and susten-
ance of His poorer saints.

We witl pote also Lthat the pophel’s minlstry ceased willn the
suriple foletelling of the eventl; theie 15 no saggestion that gmdance as
to actlon w1 the matter was cither sought or given by the prophetic gift;
we find the disciples using ihienr own common-sense;—they “determined”
to sennd aehefl . Weymoutlh tianslates they “‘decided,”

(2) Prophets and Teachers at Antioch. Acts 13, 1.

The plural mmediately makes 1t evident thint there weie 1nore
than one holding this office m this Assembly.

The following connmssion (ver 2) given by lhe Holy Spirwt to
Barnabas and Saul 1s usually atlnibuled to one of the pirophets, but
accepting this we ought to make 1t quite elear that this 1s only inference,
nothmg moile. The Sciiptuie reads *° the IIoly Ghest sawd,” and the Lord
has more Lhan one way of speaking Lo His people (see Acts 9, 4, 10, 13,
18, 9).

Thank God however for undisputed peisonal experiences to-day ot
the gt of propliecy Laviug 1tz place 10 helpimg to midicate God's will © we
may safely keep an open mind on the matier. and also well obseive
soie pomis n this neident . —

(a) When tlns 1evelation came to the Assembly, they were 1n living touch
with God; * mmstermg Lo Lhe Lord and [asling” povide a wondeiriud
atinosphieile for the Holy Spinit to manifest Hunself Woe betide the
utterances of a prophet who loses personal toueh with God!l

() There 1= not the shghest snggestion that they were seeking tins
message ol Cengquining of the Loid™) the i1ather i appears to have
come unexpectedly and suddenly.

(e) This was not putting these two bietlnen n any office mn the chuieh,
then office was aheady reengimsed i verse 1. Tt was sunply sendmg
tleern on a temporary pieece of woirk for the Loird whielh was definilely
completed 1 ch. 14, 26.

(d) In the ecase of Paul (and we may safely preswme of Barnabas also) we
know that the call gwven by the Spuit o the Assembly only agieed
with his own peisonal private revelalion of God's will for lnm given
previously (see ch. 22, 21, 26, 17, Gal. 1, 16, ete.).

These pomis are safeguaids agamnst dangerous and unwairanted
practices being based on this passagoe, but we may well pause aiul
consider how teal and precious the wonderful presence of the Lowd nust
be m an Assembly where Lle can speak so dnectly as thisj;—gloiy to 1lis
Name, He 15 just the sanie to-day!

(3) Judas and Bilas at Antioch. Acts 15, 32,

We are still i the Asscinbly at Anuoch, but now onr altention
foeuses on lwo olliers wlo ate prophets that have come down from
Jetusalem . the prophet, hke the other spinlual offices w the chwen,
exeicises his mmstiy equally o whalever Assembly the Loid may lead
hun,

Now heie we have beautiful words deseribmg a New Testament
prophet’'s munstiy,~they “exhorted” and “‘confirmed,”"—(Mofat, * they
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engthened”) the brethren. Luke’s lustory exactly agrees
ne (I. Cor 14, 3) Theie does not appear to be one
example of NT. pophets giving those terrible denunciatory messages
thal sometimes fell 1o the «uty of Jehoval's O.T. messengers © their work
1s not to wound and thieaten, but to heal and eomfort.

The piresence of these two at Antioch was in connection with a
council (Acts 15, 629) They were present at that couneil, and other
also, bul the ehuich marle no attempt to seek guidance through
(heir gilt. though constdering a knotty problemt The Jdeeision was arrived
W by open conferonee, and so sure were they of the Spirit’s guidance in
thetr deliberations That they confidently affirmed “it seemed good to the

Hlaly Ghost and to us' (v, 28).

encouraged and st1
with Paul’'s doctr

prophets

(4) Agabus and Paul's Girdle. Acts 21, 10.

Once again tlos tied and trusted prophet definitely Jfoictells, and
hat with dramatie magery, a coming event. This confirms the previous
witnioss of Uhe Spreit onroevery city™ (el 20, 23)

But we will notice that he offers Paul no guidanee ard gives him
no commandment [rom the Loud.  Paul’s course of aetion, even after such
4 defintle revelation of what awaits hum, is still a personal niatter between

the apostle and hiv Master.

We might alse notree how the human spirit ean quickly follow up
A propheey with i+ own movement and efforl as 1 veise 12, sometitnes
we necd careful dsernmmation as {o where the genwine revelation of
God ends and our own desue begins,

* * * * *

Turtnng now to ilio Epl%tles, there is only one passage that gives
us any 1eal delamils of prophets in the churety; this 1s I Cor. 14, 29-32,

Ifeie again we observe the plural, cvidently there were also
several holdimg this office Lthe church at Coriuth,

Interesting insttuctions me given heiej—prephets not only had the
prvilege but the duly of “Jjudgmg” o “disernmnating” (Newberry) as
{0 how far the words spoken “‘realty eame fmth fromn the Sprrit, or were
only the mmagiing of the speaker’s hearl’; (following Weymouth in quot-
se [lom Blhwoli's sxeeltlent note).

To 1his agree Paul’s mstruchions to another chureh,—I. Thess 5,
19-21. So that 10 14 nninodartely evudent that prophets 1o the churely ate
never to bhe 1egarded as infallible. The ability to rightly discern the
tehiabihity of then ullerances 18, however, quite logically, confined to those
wlio possess stnilin and quahfying gifts and diseerninent,

In verse 32 Paul also 1epudiates that false idea of inspiration that
diselazms all personal responsibility and professes to become incapable
of self-control; an exbremely mischievous fatlacy that needs firmly cor-
recling

We nay note fhat although they had these inspired speakers in
iheip madsi at Gorintly, they were torn with divisions (chap. 3); in their
questionings (chaps. 7 1, 8 1, cte) they dud not turn to the prophets
however. but te thetr loved amd 1espected “father in Christ” (ch. 4, 15)

* * * * *

We get no tcbals of the ministry of piophlels given in the cata-
logues of spirttual offices (ound 1n T Cor. 12, 28, 29, and Eph, 4, 11,

They will huve thewr share n the bioad and beautiful outline
ol the purpose of the Chistian minmstiy given in Eph 4, 12-16,—that
shate 15 mote cloarly defined m L Cor 14, 3,—and a right noble m;mstry
i 1s when we calel the true vision.

Woe onngihid lllil‘lt‘("h(lw fleﬁmtely ithe bestowal of this office in the
two lists quoled above 13 altiibuted directly to the Loid Himself,—“God
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hath set,” and ““ He gave.”

No man, however gifted he may be, can bestow this office on
anotlier; no man can possibly take 1t to himself. It was given through
the bestowal of the spintual gift of propheey fiom the Risen Lord Himself,
All behevers miay have the exercise of this o1 other mamifestations of the
Spnit on special occasions: but when theie has been the permanent
reception ansl where theie is the regular exercise of the gift of prophecy,
all that 1s 1equired of the Assemblies 1s the recognition of the God-given
gift and office (contrast Acts 18, 6, and I. Cor 14, 31, with I Cor. 12, 29-30,
and Rom, 12, 6),

Seveu 1cferences to proplels occur 1n the book of Revelation, bat
they afford no details as to thie present secope of the office 1in the Church

* * * * *

What *then are some of the principles we c¢an now gather from
our study? We suggest —

1 That tlie place of tlhie prophet 18 an honowable one, caleulated to enrich
the munistry very gieatly.

2 That the office contans the regular mimstry of that one of the super-
natwal gifts of the Spuit which 1s distinetly recommended in the
Word of God It shouald provide a safe channel for that abiding
piesence of the supernatural in the Chutelh which so much needs to
be emphasised to-day

3 That the mamn puiposes of the piophet’s minmistry are °‘ edifieation,
exhomtation, and comfort’ ;—to apparently supplement by utterances
still more dnectly in the Spuit, the ordinary ministry of preaching
and teaching.

4 That occasionally the prophet can be given a distinct revelation by God
as to the future.

5. That theie 1s not one single instance in the whole New Testament of
“enquning of the Lord” through a prophet. This 1z 1n striking
contiast to the Old Testament prophets, but 1s strictly in keeping with
the New Testament dispensation, when all childien of God are equally
privileged with the leading of the Spirit (Rom 8, 14), For a Christian,
such a practice would be a step backward, not forward mmto our higher
piivileges

8 That tliere were always, apparently, several prophets i each Assembly
and that they weie all on an equality with one another, Any such
office as “set prophet” or “anomted prophet” 1s a sheer fabrication, and
can nowhere be found 1n the New Testament,

7 Lastly, that the appointment of persons to offices in the church through
a, prophet 15 absolutely without any decect i1eference or instance 1n
thhe New Testament to support it.

* * * * *

It may be as well to note two indirect references which are

usually advanced in altempting scuiptwmal justification for the last named
practice

The first 1s Aets 20, 28,-“the flock, over which the Holy Ghost has
made you overseers’ Now qualifications to be looked for and demanclecd
in selecting shops will be found in I, Tim, 3, and Titus 1, 7-9. The
fitles “bishop” and “oversecr” aie translations of exactly the same word
(episkopos) n the Gieek; and ihe term is also used interchangeably wilh
“elder” 1n the official sense of that wowd (compare Acts 20, 17, with verse
28, and Titus 1, 5, with verse 7)

Paul’s instructions to Timothy and Titus show conclusively that
sanctified human jJudgment 1s the channel the Holvy Ghost uses 1
choosing men for these offices, NOT the prophetic gift which would make
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these instructions superfuous Let us nob get 1nto the bondage of
tlanking that the Spirit of God ean never lead and guwle apart from a
praphet !

The nther reference 15 T, Ton. 4, 14— {he gift thal 1z 10 thee,
which wis given thee by prophbecy.”

What was this gift? Nobody knows. And the prophet culy comes
ito tlus verse by mference; the elders {“preshytery’”) are the only officers
of the chuwiell mentioned here. F o1s quite unjusiifiable to base a regular
system of bestowing offices m the elimches through the prophetie gift on
sach a verse, the very meamng of which 1s far from plain. If 1t was a
spurtual gift wloel Timothy eemved when the elders Tswd hands upon
from, and one of them prophesied, as seems mmost likely, we know ab leasl
tlint tlee reality of the propheey was proved by the reality of the giff.

We enan enmby eonfuse Imntabion with inspitation 1t 1s far betfer
Lo wall God’s tune for the setbing wd govaing of the necessary spintual
ofices tn 1lis eluneh than to attempt a mere 1mmiation of the hvine Order
o the plen of © conforming to ihe Paltern ™

Tie affixing of a lalel of offiee on a elnld of Goid s not safficlent to
comr with spotual aullietity and power. We have an wdea that 1 the ol
Apostalie dayz they looked more for the power of an office, and left the
fitle to follow naturally.

* L34 * 2 *

In coneluswoa, and m o application of these prueaples 1o the prescnt
sibuation, and o those especially beloved Dbecause sharers logether both
of the glory and alse the reproach of this “latter rain” outpouring of the
Moly Spirit,—we want to stiongly urge a econstructive policy.  Anything
tlesliaclive witdben above has been mncwlental. We want to BUILD, not
destroy, except wheie absolutely eompelled Our pmipose 15 not controversy,

We wainmly sympathise with every sincere and single-hearted
allemnpt, without huiman ambition, to estallish these offices in (he chuirch
We equally sympathise with those who ate holding aloof and look with
suspicion on the whole subjeet because they bave seen error. Yet evror
can only be suecessfully met by positive truth Jo not therefore grow
e ful of mophecy wm 1h~wm:mgn 16, but thie ralher encoutoge by every
legibiminte meang the establislousnd on ‘-u:*uptuml lines of propliecy and
pmpth% 1 our midst to-day.

Withont a deabt the Lorl is working fowards the re-estabhishment
of every one of 1he gilts and offiees 1o MWis climeh hefore TTe 1elnrns. Cue
el pest alesite is to ea-nperde with ITim, aml o be nsed by Tun for this
puipose.

Study of tlie Seriptures will keep us from all errers in doectrinal
comeeplums of these offfices; the grace of God will keep us from all selfish
atnd unwendliy motives 11 the application; and we believe the Ioly Bpant
i~ wniting Lo make a present 1eality the subject of our study.

The above jiticle may be obtanled in bookiel fompn from Pastor
Dowsto Grg, 3. Scodland Street, Telinbmgh,

Bl Wlechly Message.

Compiled from Various Sonrees by Pastor E ¢ Boalton
Sunday, July 1st.

“ We love Him,” {L. JIohn 4, 19).

A Claisl-loving heart 13 2 “golden vial” full of precious incense—
ilie ineense of love, Thee may be flucluation in ilus holy affection,—
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it may ebb and flow—it may be tned, tempted, grieved,—yet a heart in
which glows a solitary, ghimmering spark of divine love, a heart which
can say, ¢ Loid, Thou knowest all things, Thou knowest that I love Thee,”
15 a golden censer, wafting 1its giateful incense to God. But let us not be
satisfied with a dubious o1 1mperfeet love to God. Let our return of
affection be worthy the Object that inspues 1t. Thele are no changes n
the tide of Christ’s love to us—it 1s always a flow, never an ebb. What
may to our short ken appear an ebb, 1s 1 1eality not so. It 1s not that
the tide of Gol’s love 1ecedes from us, 1t 1s that we recede from the tide
of God’s love. We quit the depths of tlns mhute and never-receding
ocean, and 1epanr to the shallows of creatmie good, of human
affection, of  worldly enjoymient ; and then, clutled, disappointed,
perchance wounded, we marvel that owm love to God has so soon
congealed, ceasing to flow m its wonted warm and undivided current.
We wonder that the Bible has not the same interest, the means of grace
the same attiaction, prayer the same sweetness, and the ministiy of the
wold the same power,

Sunday, July 8th.

i The feljowship of His sufferings.” (PhLil 3, 10)

“TFor as the sufferings of Christ abound unto us, even so our
comfort also aboundeth through Christ.”” Now our intimacy with the
Lo1d can best be estimated by our knowledge of the contents of that bitter
cup. Other things upon the table have their significance, and to taste
them aigues a ceitain measule of acquaintance with the King; but the
deeper sigmificance gathers about that cup of darker hue. The quality
of om fellowslup with the Lord is best revealed, not by our capacity for
joy, but by our capacity fo1 suffering. It is when hife is upheaved to 1ts
depths that we know the Lord, 1t 15 when deep calleth unto deep that we
have the conditions of vital communion. And so it is not by our pleasuies
but by our pangs that we may discover our likeness to the Lord. “ Are
ye able to drnk of the eup that I drink of " That 1s the cup we forget,
and yet 1t 15 the cup of suffering that we attain the finest and rarest
communion It 1s just when our service becomes costly that 1t begins to
pay. Life becomes contagions when 1t becomes sacrificial. Our work
hegins to tell when the woikman 1s content to suffer, when he persists
even unto blood. But 1s it not trne that for many of ng our service ends
just. when we 1each the bitter cup?

Sunday, July 15th,

« Wherefore criest thou unto Me? speak unto the children of Israel,
that they go forward.” (Exod, 14, 15).

The secict of the failme of so many lives hes in the want of bold
faith. Men stand on the edge of gieat possibilities, glorious lands of
pronnse, and wat for God to open the door for them. They wonder why
they are shut out of the wide fields into which others are entering so
fimmphantly  Tattle comes of thewr hife. They achieve only small results,
win only few victories, accomplish only meagie things for God. Yet all
the while God was waiting for them to go on. There was not a rniver
before them all the years that would not have dwindled to a tiny
mooklet 1f they had gone forward in the venture of heroic faith! We do
not know how often we ale missing the richiest blessings of the divine
love because of our ovel-waiting for God. These blessings are within our
reach—God 15 waiting and longing to give them to us; but, thinking that
the way 1s nol yet open for us, we continue waiting, when we ought to
press forwaid m bold confidence to take what is ours. The gate opens
when we put the key of faith into the lock, The mountains are levelled
as we move on. We pass to the r1adiant heights that beckon us, and
poussess oul land flowing with milk and honey, in whose hills are rich
tigasures.
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Sunday, Jduly 22nd.

* Exceeding great and precious promises.” (2 Peter 1, 4)

Think of Hiz pronmses. He has utteied many sweet and gracious
wolds, whiclr are like the call of the hen, wnviting thee to nestle beneail
His wings. Theie 15 not a swngle promse wlieh, if followed up, will
not lead thee to the Loid., Ile is the centie of the cucle, and the promises,
lilce radiy, all meet 1 Hium, and thence become Yea and Amen As the
sticamsz 1un fo the ovcean, &0 do all the sweet wmds of Jesus tend to
Hunsealf . launch thy baik upon any one of them, and 1t shall beai thee
onward to the broail sea of His love Lost on a dieary moo:, the wanderelr
drseovels his cottage by the hght m the windeow casting a gleain over
ihe darkitess of the waste; so also muasl we finid ot “our dwelbing-place™
by the lamps of promise wlielh ouwl Saviour hath placed 1n the windows
of Iis word. Amiud thie fair Howels of promse groweth the Nose of Sharon
—pluck the promises, and thon mayst find ITim with them. Ile feedelh
among the lilies—do thou feed there also? The plomiscs aie cards of
adinission not only to the thione, the melcy-scat, and the audience-
chambe1, bat to the very heairt of Jesus. Look aloft to the sky of Revela-
tion, and thou wilt yet find a constellation of promuses wiich shall guide
thee to the star of Tethilehem,

Sunday, July 2th,

#“ My God shall supply all your need.” (PLi 4, 19)

The scantiness o1 the fuluess of your hie depemds upon how lage
a God you lve, The God of Paul was a vory glorous and maghty Being,
atd it was the greatness of His God thal gave gieafnes: to las clialacter
and hife. He was but a vessel to receive and ieflect the glory of God.
“The people that do know lhewr God shall be stiong and do exploits.”
Human heiocs are honowed for what they lhiave become or achieved:
God’s heives are houwoutwed for the wmcasute in which ithey have dropped
out of sight and sumply nagmfied Hun Tt 3s not Ehjah, but Elijah's
Gud that we 1emember. It 15 not Paul, but Paul’s Chiist that we want.
Aund how shall all this be omis? First, we must learn to say MY God.
And secondly, we mast leain to understand wlat owr every need” 1s just
the vessel He 1s ever seivhing to hinld His fulness Lot us pass down the
Bile buckets of need on the cudless chawm of farth and prayer, aund they
will come up brunmmng with Ilis oveiflowing fulness, each one saymg
as 1t flows* “My God shall supply alt your need,”

EL TLuban [Pentecost.

By WM. I*. I, BURTON.

On the fourth day of the Convention, Thursday, in our
morning meeling, there were about 160 present, to whom we
spoke on MMark xvi, 15-18.  ““‘These signs shall follow them
that believe > There was a solemn, heart-searching time, and
God’s power was wonderfully felt as those present fraunkly ack-
nowledged that they did not bear the hall-mark of scripture, in
that these stgns did not accompany their ministry. Then at the
invitation to come forward to pray for, and to receive the Holy
opirit, almost the whole of the congregation came forward
Liven the most stubbom opposcrs were ashamed to hold back
At once the whole of the front of the chapel was a tightly
wedged mass of earnest natives with their woolly heads and their
shiny black backs heaving with the emotion of prayer,
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When an angel canie down and troubled the pool at
Bethesda, the first to enler the troubled water was licaled, but
at Mwanza God Humseclf was troubling the waters, and all who
entered were blessed. Some strong men, with carnestness of
purposc took a clean hcader; little youngsters who have ouly
known Jesns within the last few weeks, nevertlieless scrambled
in as best they knew how, while some mote dignified and aged
elders of the commmmnity, with still possibly some lingering han-
kerings after the fast disappearing traditions of the past, had
first to try the water, and finding it not too cold to the toes,
managed aukle deep, then kiee deep, waist deep, and finally
—Oh, Hallelujah l—the same result as with those who took the
first clean licader, waters to swiin in, a river that couldn’t be
passed over, bringing life and healing to everything within its
reach.

T'o return from analogy 1o fact, 1t was not many nnmites
after we started praying that the first few were filted with the
Spirit, and then they helped us by laying hands upon, and pray-
ing with others It was only those on the outskirts of the crowd
that were watlitn reach  The whole of those in the centre of
the entsh were ont of our reach, but not ot of God’s.  Oh, how
they cried, and groaucd, and grovelled in the dust, as they
wrestled tlielr way to victory  The noise of this great visitation
was heard in a village ouc and a half miles away. Traly the
mountaing of pride and self esteemn were broken down, and the
valleys of fear and mistrust were filled up, the crooked places of
schisms, quarrels, suspicions and party spirit were made straight,
and the result 1s the sanie as in Johin the Baptist’s time, that
all flesh is sceing God's salvation (Luke i, 5, 6).

Theve sat one middle-aged woman apart on her little stool
(in all our assemblics the women and men prefer to sit apart),
and as she nursed her baby, the look of her face was one of
pharisaic disdam, as much as to say, “ Fancy disturbmg vour-
selves hike that ! ' sure I'in far too dignified for anything 20
grotesque ' But as the power of God camne down, and dozens
of little lads woeie crying and beating their breasts, or rolling
their perspiring little faces i the dust in the agony of their
appeal, or magnifying Jesus in Luban, or in tlic new and
heavenly language of the spirit, there were very few in the room
who were untouclied, and it was uttecdly impossible to tell how
many received the Holy Spirit Presently the portly woman
mentioned above, began to feel thie movings of the Spirit, as
she abandoned herself to God. O, what a different woman was
this once hanghty negress next day, wlien she recctved the Holy
Spirit, and walked up and down, witlh hands uphfted, praising
God in new tongucs.

We have grieved immuch over the haughtiness of one or two
older Christians, but what a change the Spirit has wrouglt One
old man always took a front scat and lost no opportunity for
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uupressing upon everyotle in truly native faslion, the greatness
uf his own mnportance and piety; but from the time the Spint
fell upon him, he has taken his place at the very back of our
chapel to keep the door, and toe keep the noisy children quicet,
while wlien later in the serviees, 1 asked for soue volunteers
among the youngsters, to clear the pool, which we used for
baptisi, from mud and shime, which had silted into it, he was
tlie first to offer for tls undignified and dirty job

That wonderful mecting lasted from 10 am 1o 3 pin
IFor thirce hours thie whole place was swayed by God’s Spwrit. At
least two cases occurred of those wlho praised God 111 beautiful
Fuaglish, and I also heard snatches of French and Duteh or
German  And ahuost all who spoke in tongues had languages
with beautsful clear ‘R sounds, which 1s significant since in
the natural a Luban cannot properly pronounce this sound.
Then when all was guiet, of course I had to explamn it all from
Acts i, that ** This is that,” aud that Christ Jesus, 'heing by
the right hand of God exalted - . hath shed forth this which
ye now sce and hear * Natives have been coming and going all
the time, so that onc caunot give an accurate number of our
visitors, for some would stay for two or three days and go away;
others would go aud come back again.  Bul it was manifestly
unwise to let all the believers go back howe after a weel’s meet-
iugs as originally intended, since sonie remained cold, hungry
and unblessed, wlale ethers in the full flood wde of a new-found
power and blessing, were in danger of being carried into excite-
nient and folly, unless taught from Scripture more of God’s
purposc and desire in pouring out His Spirit.

The hours between the mecetings were fully occupied in
auswering questions, giving adviece and cncouragement, and in
listening to confessions of sin.  This last is all the more wonder-
ful siuce Itherto horses could not drag confessions from a
Luban  All their lives long they have lived in such deception
and hypocrisy, that to confess a sin, when they had not been
cauglit red-handed would appear 1o themethe hicight of absurdity.
But when He (the Spirit of ‘Lruth) 1s come, He shall convince
the world of sin (Juo =xvi, 8), and during this convention the
burdenced ones have forced themselves upon me whether I would
or no. And Ol, what fearful pages of crime were unfolded.
But against the hideous background of disgrace and shame, the
Cross of the Lord Jesus is all the more resplendent How
precious it was to kneel with thicse stricken guilty lads, pour
out our hecart’s burden to God, and see them go away humbly,
gratefully rejoicing, yet still amazed at the stupendous fact that
““the Blood of Jesus Chirist, God’s Son, clcanscthl us from all
sin.”’

All our out-station teachers have gonce back home to-day,
excepting one; aud they are all baptised in the Spirit, as arc
also my chicf carpenter, the three pupil teachers who help my
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wife in the school, ctc.

Though many had already left for their homes, yet on the
last Sunday 87 believers gathered round the Lord’s table to shew
forth His death in the emblems of His broken body and poured
out blood—** Till He Come.’'—From Chapter x1. 1n ‘““Missionary
Pioneering in Congo Forests.”” Obtainable from J. N. Parr,
““ Westwood,”” Langford Road, Heaton Chapel, Stockport,
England.

Whitsuntive Conventions.

LEIGH-ON-SEA.

A Convention was held duming the Wlntsuntide holidays in 1him
Hall, Glendale Gaidens, Leigh-on-Sea, wheie our dear hiother, M
Kingston, 15 the Pastol.

The speakers weie Mr. Thomas, London; 1*astor Potma, Belgiumg
Mi. Lewis, London; and M1 Jos Smuith, of the Elim Evangelistic Band.

Tlus Convention was the fiist held since the work commenced 1n
Leigh, and proved to be a teal blessimg to all conceined, One thing nofice-
able was the blessed umty among the saints, and how the Woird was so
gladiy recenved. The subjects included, Divine healing for the body, as
well as for the soul, The Baptism 1n the Iloly Ghost; and Clist’s second
coming

T'he Lord set Ths seal upon the Couvention from the beginning m
healing bodies and 1n the salvation of the lost. To God Dbe all the gloiy
for a tune of 1eal reireshing from IlIis Own Piesence!

MERTHYR TYDFIL.

The meetings commenced on Satuiday eveuing, May 19. The fiist
meetitlg was well atltended, and from the beginning there was every
indication that wo were gotng to liave a teast of fat things fiom the Lord
Trom Sunday unti]l Wednesday we had three mechings each day, and the
nieetings 1ncleared 1n power and 1umbets as thie time went on. By Monday
evening 1t was difficult to find 100w for the people who came to the services,
and thus 1t continned up to the end All who attended the meetings
testified to blessing they received, and wany weile saved and several
backshidets returned to the Loid.

The main theme of the messages was the power of the Cross nud the
New Cieation 1mm Chnist We shall never foirget how these truths were
driven heme fo owr hearig by the pumstiy of the Word und by (e
singing of the hymne The following brief account of addiesses given at
the meetings lhas been wrilten by a sister who has recently jommed the
assembly. TPiayer 15 asked for those who heard the Woid, that the truth
given may be bronght out in their lives, that God may he glorfied

On Satuiday mglht, Pastor Sebiure spoke apon the text, “ Upon this
1ock I will build My Chureh.” We were shown that, as we lLecome member s
of Christ’s Church, we become pairt of the Rock, which 13 fiim and nnnaved,
and which, 1f any man fights against and resiots, will, owing o ats
memutability, rebound to the blow and injuie the one who attempts to
throw lumself against it.

“ Iixcept a girain of wheat fall into the eaith and die,” efe., was
the subject of the next discourse. We were shown that om Christian Lfe
15 valueless unless it begins with the death uf the carnal mind and all
that pertains to 1it. That the new Chiist Life may spring up and grow in
us, we must accept the Death of the Cross—the death of our old amlations,
desires and works, and be emptied entiiely of the old self. We shall then
be raised up in ‘ Newness of Life’ with Hun, and the Chist Life will
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sprg up wilhin us

I the alteinoon ne weie taken to the secene ol CGhrisl s baplism 1
Jordan  ** Suffer 1t Lo bo as now, for thus 1l becometh us to fulfil all
nighteousness 7 Such a viston as we had then was surely a blow Lo ow
prude and self-satisfaction, for we 1ealised that He, \Who was perfect,
without sin and blowmeless, went through the humility of baptism that Ile
might fulfil the law fou us. How peifect and full was His life and His
salvation!'  Nothung has been oveilooked Ile las taken our plaee
entnely !

We had a very solemu e, when at the next =zervice, Pastor Sebue
presented to us a vision of Chiist’s death on the Cioss, Ihs hunuliation
and shame, llis lonelines and tlie aguny of Ihs soul, wlhile there was
datkness wpon the eath for three hours, Ile even uttered the wail of the
lost—" My God, my God, why hast Thou foisaken me?” What a supreme
sacl tfice that God maght blot out our sin!

During the discourse on Monday morning we realised that once
having eaught a ghimpse of the King, we will, like Izaah, have a revelation
of o owin unworthiness and also of what we may beeome through God’s
glaen,—

“ Ok that the man T am way ceise ta be,
That another Man may 1nse m me!”

I the afiernoon, Mr. Jones spoke on the text, “ That 1 may know
Hun and the power of His Tesuriection,” and later, Mr Davies spoke of
putl high ealling as the Chutcel of God,— Called to be Saints.””

At the evening scivice, we were onee more taken to the sceno at
Calvary, whete, througlt the atoning death of Chist, the veil was 1ent
twain, ithus signiiying that we may, thiough our lhgh Trest, enter i
the Holy of lolies, Just as the vessels in the holiest place weire of puro
gold, while those of Lhe vuler temple were of brass, so we must pattake
of Chisl’s natme and become the trus gold.

“ Behold as the clay 13 1n the potter’s hand so are ye 1 mine hand,
scuth the Lood . . . apd 1 wil return again and make jou anotlier vessel
a» secmeth good to lhe potier.” This was the suljeet of the feaching on
Tuesday morning, We realised that Christ lras to remake us befoio we can
seive 1him to any advantage ITe cannot pateh up the old nalme, for that
wish dbie wikh all 1ts works, We must place cwischves al his disposal that
e may wmould us to 1lis will,

“ And Jacol called the name of the blace Panel, for I lLiave secn
Gol face 1o face, and my Iefe 13 proserved ¥ Joaeob Lhad come to a place
where he had to seck help fiom God, Whom le had forgotten, but Who
still loved hom,—ot face his brother Tsau, who hated ham. Tle chose the
{foimer, andd God gracwisly changed lum from a supplanles indo a Prince
su fte deals with us.

At the lasl seiviee 1n ithe Conventlion, we were wmade {0 see {hal
though the dizerples had found the way of the Cross a disapporntment to
therr worldly ambitions, they realised, afler s1x days ot pondeting, that {lie
Mantor knew best and deteiunned Lo follow Thm, at all costs, 112ht through
o the glory of This new Kingidom

The furegoing 15 o biref outhine of {the manuer of dealing with some
ot the sulyeels dunmg the Conferenee  I'etwonally, 1 found it o souree of
spititual shiength.  The 1evelation of tle Cioss and ihe fulness of my
malvation have hlled wy heatt with gratitude and wondel, and have
himilatod my desue to serve my Masler and lead an overeomer’s Life, 1hal
Christ tmay see of the travail of Ths soul and be satisfied,

—EK.'T.

The heart thalt 1s not entrusted to Him for searching, will not he
undertaken by Him tor eleansing.
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TReports trom the MRegions Weyono.

AFRICA.

Miss Heuderson writing home menilons thal School is now elosed
ton the dry season  Greal progress lias been recolded by many of the
pupils, 8he adds that the rapidity with which these boys and men learnedd
Lo read, wiite, and count, is amazing, suine being able to 1ead the New
Testament who only commenced their sludies just five monihs pre-
viousty. The Schiool closed as usual with the distithution of prizes to
the successtul pupils:—New Testaments for fiist piizes, and Hymn Books
for second plizes. To each of those who Lad [ull altendanve or had only
nussed one day during the scssion, theie was o Nkindp {advanced reading
hook) given

At wune of writing she sawd they were all very busy prepaimg for
“Sports Day.” Spoits day 12 the one gieat day of the whole year for
these dear people {except then Lorrible heathen dances and feasts), and
thete are a countless number of little thangs by way of useful prizes whicel
have to bo got ready, such as gewing ifogether work boxcs out of dainty
pasteboard soap Dboxes; ueedle cases made from old Chuistmas cards;
seraps of gaily colomed matenial o make palehes, az owr chiistian women
and giiks wear more elothing than the heathen, A few safcly pins and
4 Tew ordinary ples ale pub 1 little work boaes; belts with small pockels
attached, 1mm which we put a2 pen kmfe given us by fneonds 1n the home
land.

The games consisl of o great many eontests—spear thiowing; ariow
shpoting; tug-of-war; flat races; tloeading the needle, and ever so many
more conipetitions. We hear that the people are conmung from ten miles
radius. Hundieds of these deal dusky sous and daanghters of Congo-land
will be preseunt on this oceasiwon.

Miwz Henderson asks us to Join with her mogeclug thanks to Godl
for the blessings of health and strength which have returned o lher
a wondeiful manner durmg these last two months, 1 answer to the
prayers of the Lord’s people.

SOUTH AMERIGA.

Mr. Jameson willes recently telling of the gooduess of the Loid
m vieir worik, Fiom his letter we leain that eaily 1 the year they moved
to a place called Pocone; bere they expencnced considerable opposition
fiom the local Roman Catholie Priest, who mode every effort to prevent
them fiom getting a house; however, the Lord undeitook, and they ale
now loldirg smaviees oun full gospel lmmes. lle says  ““We have Gospel
Service, Tucsday evenmg; Bible Study, Thuisday; Sunday School, Sunday
mormng; wd a Guspel Seivice 11 tie ovening  {n Satmday aflcinoon we
have a Bible Class al a place four or five nmules away, and every otliel
Sunday we gu ovvel 1o the afternoon for a Gospel Service. In our vistbing
we have, on a wlole, been well 1eceved. Most of the people who have
attended Roman Catholic mass all thew hives have uo ulea what the Bable
is: they do not know thiat such a Book exists. Do pray for them, and 1
praymg for them do not forget the Nhawbigualas.”

CHINA
L. MeCalbivray wiites o say tlat, I V., he expoects shortiy o start
oul tor Kansu alene, to pepale a place for then fulure woik, Laler hLe
Lopes Lo 1etuin for his wife and family, possibly m Septemnber, but if not
be will have to leave them until Febiuary next. He asks special prayer
for Ius little boy, who -has become totally deal

INDIA.
Dr aud Mrs A. L. Slocair wnte of much blessing experienced on
a tecent toul of seven of the Assemblies of God Missious 1 Indi Ab
presant they are labouring al Abbottabad, ilherr addiess bemg “Ehum,”
Abbottabad, N.W.F.P., India, and they ask the piayers especially of the
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saints 1n Dieland, that they ay be clearly ted of the Lord, and that His
Blessing may abandaatly test on the wok to wineh e has called them.

LEBOMBO,

Mass obbs mind Miuse Wajmouth m oa 1ecenb lelfer speak of the
joy they have Liad 1 visiing some seven ol cight of the many uative
kraals.  They tell of the hornible pesitton of many of the young gols,
Lreated as they ate mole hke chattels thhan himnan beings, and carnesily
stlielt our players for then deliverance  In their own wolds we learn of
God's abundant faithfulness*—* You will 1ejoice with us te hear that
we have, by God's loving provision, fully acquuied our new headguaticts
i Komnabipoorl.  Ile Who tiusied us with the test of bemg so puzzied as
to the next step at the New Yeat, and having to face the going out of the
old prentses, not knowing winther we wm:t—— He Hunsceli kunew whal
Ite would del” Ite had o e s healt o cnable us to puilchase the
Me-sion butldigs 1 thes really pleasant spot, econvenrently siiuated ans
much gquieier avd mwole smitable than the fonmer place.” They add
¢ Itherto haih the Loid helped us,” and our hearls praise Ilom for ths
profecting caie.”

Future IRetribution.

CHRIST'S TEACHING ON THIS SUBJECT,

(Compiled by Max Wood Moorhcad from an article by W. (
Proctor, which onginally appeared 1 Vol. IX. of Ilc
Fundamentals),

In taking the words of Christ Himself we shall find the
greatest grounds of common agrecwent in these days of loose
views of mspiration  Surely He who is ¢ “T'he T'ruth ** could
never nusrepresent or exaggerate it on a matter of such vital
unportance, and would neither ecucourage popular crrors 1or
excite necedless fears

In confining our consideration of the subject of IMuturc
Retribution to the teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ a sufficient
answer 1s given to those who represent the doctrine as unrcasoti-
able and di-honomnng w God, and who regard those who hotd
it as narrow-minded and hard-hearted, to reimnd them that all
the very expressions which are most fiercely denounced at thie
present day fell from the lips of the Saviour who died for us,
and came frown the heart of the *“ Lover of souls,”’

Surcly we have no right to be broader nunded than 1le
was, or to nurture false hopes which have no solid foundation
m His teaching, while to assume a greater zeal for God’s honour,
and a decper compassion for the souls of men, is litlle short of
blasphemy,

1 What did cur Lord teach as o the certainty of fuiure
retribution ? The word *f retribution ”’ i to be preferred 1o
“punisliment,” because the Bible teaches us that the fate of
the wicked is the nccessary consequence of their own sins, In
Matt 522, Chnst speaks of causecless anger against, and con-
temptuous condemnation of others as placing us “‘in daager of
the Iiell of fire”’; while in verses 29 and 30 He utters a similar
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warning concerning other sins  In chapter 8 112, Ilc speaks of
unbelieving ** cliildren of the kingdom *’ being ““cast forth into
the outer darkness,” and adds, *‘ There shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth ’—expressions which are repeated in chapters
22 :13 and 25:36. In chapter 10 .28 Jesus said: ‘° Fear Him
which is able to destroy both scul and body in hell”’—a whole-
some fear which is decidedly lacking in the present day, and
which many people regard as a remnant of superstition unsuited
to this enlightened age! In chapter 23 :15, He speaks of the
liypocritical Pharisces as ‘‘ children of hell,”” showing that therr
conduct had fitted them for it, and that they *“would go to their
own place,” like Judas {who He describes as the “‘son of perdi-
tion,” in John 17 :12); while in verse 33 He asks, ‘"How shall
ye escape the judgment of hell?”” The law of retribution can
no more be repealed than that of gravitation; it i1s fixed and
unalterable. ‘That hell has not been prepared for human beings,
but that they prepare themselves for it, is clear from the sentence
which our Lord says that He will pronounce upon those on His
left hand in the last great day: ‘ Depart from Me, ye cursed,
into the eternal fire which is prepared for the devil and his
angels V' (Matt 25 :41).

2. What did Christ teach as to the character of future
reiribution 7 We have already seen that He spolke of 1t as full
of sorrow and nisery in His scvenfold repetition of the striking
expression : °‘ There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth
{Matt. 5.12; 13: 42, 50; 22:13; 24.51; 25:30; Luke 13 :28}.
In Mark g :43-48, our Lord twice speaks of ‘* the fire that never
shall be quenched’’; and thrice adds, ‘“ where their worm dieth
net, and the fire is not quenched ' Our Lord twice spoke of
fruitless professors being ‘‘cast into the fire” (Matt 7 - 19; John
15 :6); twice of ‘‘ the furnace of fire '’ (Mati 13 .42, 50); twice
of ‘“ the hell of fire ** (Matt. 5:22; 18 :9); and twice of “‘eternal
fire 7’ (hMatt 18:8; 25:471).

3. What did Christ teach as to the continunity of futurc
retribution? Is there anv solid basis in His recorded words for
tlie doctrine of eternal hope, or the shadow of a foundation forv
the 1dea that all men will be eventually saved? Much has been
made of the fact that the Greek word ‘‘aionios’’ (used by our
Lovd in Matt. 18 :8 and 15:41, 46, and translated “‘everlasting™
it.the authorized, and ‘‘eternal”’ in the Revised Version) literally
means ‘‘age-long’’; but an exanunation of the 25 places in which
it is used in the New Testament reveals the fact that it is twice
used of the Gospel, once of the Gospel covenant, once of the
consolation brought to us by the Gospel, twice of God’s own
being, four times of the future of the wicked, and fifteen times
of the present and future life of the believer. No one thinks of
limiting its duration in the first four cases and in the last, why
then <o so in the other one? The dilemma becomes acute in
considering the words of our Lord recorded in DMati, 25 : 46,
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where precisely the same word in the Greek is used concerning
the duration of the punishment of the wicked and of the reward
of the righteons, for only by violent perversion and distortion
can the saime word in the same sentence possess a different
signification,

If Divine chastisenments are ineffectual here in the case of
any individual, when there 1s so much to restrain men and
women from wrong doing, how can they be expected to prove
effectual in the next world, with all these restraints removed,
and only the soctety of devils? It is certaimnly somewhat illogical
for those who make so much of the love of God to argue that
punishment will prove remedial hereafter in the case of those
whom Divine Love has failed to influence here  Not only is
there not the slightest hint in the teaching of our Lord that
future punishment will prove remedial or corrective, but His
words concerning Judas in Matt. 26 : 54 arc inexplicable on that
supposition  Surely his existence would still have been a bless-
ing if his punishinent was to be followed by ultimate restoration,
and Chirist would therefore never have uttered the sadly solemn
words : ““ It had been good for that man if he liad not been
born '

As character tends to permmanence, heaven is a place of
perfeet holiness and hell must be of the opposite; and this
throws light upon the words of Rev. 22 :11, which, apparently,
were uttered by our ascended, glorified and returning Lord; ‘“‘He
thatl is unrighteous, let hun do unrighteousness still; and he that
is filthy, let lnm be made filthy still; and he that is righteous,
let lnm do righteousness still > The doctrine of universal
restoration springs from a natural desire to wish the history of
mankind to have a happy ending as in most story books; but it
ignorcs the fact that by granting man free will, God has (as it
were) set a houndary to His own omnipotence; for it is a moral
impossibility to save a man against His will

Not only is there no vestige of foundation in our Lord’s
words for the doctrine of universalism, but there is no shadow
of a suggestion of any restoration of the wicked hereafter. So
far from this being the case, the story of the rich man and
Iazarns rings the death knell of any such hope. Abraham is
there represented as saying to Dives: ‘° Between us and you
there is a great gnlf fixed, that they which would pass from
hence to vou mayv not be able, and that none may cross over
from thence to n1s”’ (Tauke 16 :26, R 'V.).

4 What did Christ teach as to the causes of future re-
tribution? A careful stitdy of our Lord’s words show that there
arc two primary causes, namely, deliberate unbelief and wilful
rejection of Himj; and surcly these are but different aspects of
the same sin  In Matt 8:12, it was the contrast between the
faith of the CGentile centurion and the umbelief of the Jewish
nation which drew from His lips the solemn words: ‘° 'The
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children of the kingdom shall be cast into outer darkness.”

The whole drift of Christ’s teaching confirms what we
learn from thesc isolated passages, and that future retribution
is not merely an incidental but a fundainental part of the Gospel
message. It 15 the dark background on which its loving invita-
tions and tender expostulations are presented, and the Gospel
message loses miuch force when the doctrine is left out. But,
worst of all, the carnest exhortations to immediate repentance
aud faith lose their urgency if the ultimate result will he the
same if those duties are postponed beyond the present life. Is
it seriously contended that Judas will eventually be as Johu,
Nero as Paul, Ananias and Sapphira as Priscilla and Aquilla?

Finally, the doctrines of licaven and hell scem to stand or
fall together, for both rest upon the same Divine revelation,
and both have the same word ‘‘everlasting’ applied to thowr
durdtion  If the threatenings of God’s Word are unreliable, s0
may tlie promises be; 1f the denunciations have no real meaning,
what becomes of the invitations? Ruskin well terms the denial
of hell * the most dangerous. because the most attractive, form
of moderu infidelity.”” But is it so modern? Is it not an echo
of the devil’s insinuating doubt: ‘ Ycea, hath God said?"’ fol-
lowed by his insistent denial, *F Ye shiall not surely die,” which
led to the fali of man? ILet us therefore, believe God’s truth,
rather than the devil’s lie; let us accept Divine revelation, rather
than liuiman speculation; and let us heed what Christ so plainly
taught, without mitigating, modifying, or minimising His
solemn warnings.

The Epistle to the Fssembly at
TRome.

Dy THOMAS MYRERSCOUGIL.
BIBLE STUDY No. 7.

{VL.) The Holy Spirit brings the Jew into exanumation as the sixth
sample of objectors to “‘God’s Gospel concermng Ilis Son.” The Jew stoo.d
fast 1 favour witlh God above all other nations * To them peirtaineth
the Bonship (of Chruist—the Manchibd of Rev, xu ) and the glory {clothed
with the San. “Salvation 1z of the Jews”—Jno, 1w, 282 The Moon, 1epre-
senting the Church, shines with a borrowed light —*The mron undet he
feet’”) and the Covenants (all), and the gwing of the Law, and the serviee
{(worslup) of God, and the promises. Whose are the fatheis, and or wHodr,
as concerning the flesl, Christ came—Rom. 1x, 4 and 5 Note thal our
Tord 18 not named as spunging from TTis mother, Mary—but fiom the
nation, Isiael. Truly God had geeatly exalted the nation 1 entrusting
them: witlt these great and exalled prrvileges. Yot tlien history recovds
utter failure in dowmng the will of God (see Psa 1sxvia), and at last they
slew His blessed Son, and they, along with thewr Temple, were lofi
desolate (Matt, xxui., 38, 39). After the Lowd’s resunection, the Gospel
was preached to them as a new message, clammng “repentance towards
God and faith m our Lord Jesus Chust.” Tt beeame necessaly therefore
to buing them to a knowledge of SIN and RIGIITEOT ANESS and JTTIG-
MENT, ** Bewae theiefoie lest that come upan you whieh was spoken
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of in the prophets, ‘Behold yc despisers and wonder, and perish; for T
woik a work 1n your days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe,
though a man declare 1t unto you.” " *' It was necessary that the Word
of God should fiist liave been spoken to you (Jews} but seeing ye put it
from you, and judge youiselves unwoithy of everlasting hife, lo, we twun
to tlee Gentiles ” (Acts xu1, 40, 41, 46)

Romans ii. informs us that the Jew cinims the following :—(1) To
Iz a Keeper of the Law, {2) To be the fiue Iaght which can lead fhe
Blind, and {3} to teach those tlhat are m =i, His claims mre dealt with
by & senes of guestions. “Dost thow steal ™ “Post thow eommit adui-
tery?”  “Dost thou commit saciilege (rob temples)?” * Dost thou dis-
hemour God through Incaking the Law? for the Name of God 1s blas-
phemed among the Gentiles tluough you.”” Then his circumnctsion is shown
to be profitable onty if he Keer the Law,—otherwise 1t beconies uncircum-
ciston, Then the solemn question 1z asked, “Is God unnghteous who
excouted wrath” agamsi the unnghteous Jew ?

If the student will carefully examine the Parable of the Prodigal
Son and his Elder Thotheil, he will better understand how the Jew treats
Goil the Father for exeresing giace to the Prodigal, elaiming that he (the
Jow) never at any time transgressed “Thy comimnandment” {The Law—yet
he was 1efusing the Father’s command at the thme!!) Thus he sefts up
his ownt nightcousness, and then fears not to condemn the Righteousness
of the Father in two things, (1) For [ailiug to give him a kid for humself
and Ins friends (s desire was not a feast with his gloiwous Fathel);
(2) Ile condemns the Father foi 1eceiving the Prodigal “saFe  aND SOUND,”
awdd coveliug hun with heaven's best robe, ete., aud poviding a sumptu-
ous feast ‘“in niy Fathei’s house” ‘' And he was angiy and would not
go in.” The Jew 1i» st1ll the same 1 Ihis objecuon to God's way of
S:leatmu Lut God has “eome out” to every Jew and intieated him *“to
come . Traly blindress Lath happened to Israsl. Let us pray mueh
for the veil to be Temoved from them {(Rowm. xi., 25)

{VIT } The Holy Spnit now brings Jew and Gentile into fhe same
position befole God. “ Are we (Jews) better than they (Gentiles)? No, in
no wise for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are
ALL under SIN. As it is wutten.”

The following are the chaiges agast both :—

1 DBy Natwie. “©All under sin.” (v. 9)

2. By DPractice, “ None Righteous—not even one.” (v 10).

3. By Mimd, “ None that understandeth’ (v, 11).

4 By Desune. * None that seeketh after God ™ (v, 11).

5 By Walk., “ All gone out of the way.” {v. 12

6. By Value *FAll together bocoime unprofitzble.” (v, 12).

7. By Works, “None doeth good, no not even one.” (v 12).
Then the human BODY is next biought into review —

1 The Throat is wn open sepulchre (a place of death and steneh

to God). {(v. 13).

2  The Tongue, nsed for deceit. (v. 13).

3 The Laps, cover hidden poison (v, 13).

4. The Mouth, full of cursing and bitterness. (v. 14)

9. The Pect, swift to shed Llaod. (v 15}

8. The '#’1-"11,'5 of men are destroction and miseiy, and the way of
peace 13 nod kuown by them.  (vv. 16 awd 17

7. The Eyes bave no femy of God before themn {lience our practiee

15 1o close eyes when i piayer) (v, 18).

“Now we know that what things so ever the Law saith, it saith to
them wha are under the Taw (the high-positioned Jew) © that every mouth
may be stopped and all the world may become guilty before God * (1ii. 19).

Who can gamsay these chaiges? Who will replv against God?
“Let God be TRUE, but every man a LIAR " (1.,
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The student will be able to find corroboration of these charges
throughout the Scriptures, which will enable him in deepest humility to
acknowledge their truth. Man must be drawn to seek God (Jio. vi., 44, 65),
or he would never even desne God, secing lhis mind 18 enmity agaunst
Him (Rom. viii.,, 7). Thele was an immeciate change m Adam at the
{all, for he immediately tried to lude himself from the piesence of the
Lord amongst the trees of the garden. And this natuie 15 the chaiacter-
1stic of all lus descendants. Yet how wondeiful 1s the giace of God,
for He sought Adam when fallen, coveled hiun with an atonement robe
of skins of animals whose Dblood had been shed, Cur Loid said He came
to seek and to save that whiel was lost. The Seriptures declare that God
desireth ALL men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
tiutl’’ (I. Tun. ii, 4). “ We have seen and do testify that the Father sent
the Son to be the Saviow of the world™ (I. Jno, v, 14; see also II. Peter
1ii,, 8; Heb 1., 9; I. Juo. u, 2; TI. Cor. v, 19; Rom. x1, 32; Jno. m, 16},
“ IFor eveiyone that asketli 1eceiveth’™ (Mntt. vii, 8)

Rom. iii, 21, begins the declaration of the RIGHTEQUSNESS of
GOD, and also His justice (v. 26—26) * That Ile might be JUST axp rhe
TUSTIFTER of him wliichh believethh m Jesus”; “being JUSTIFIED FREELY
by His GRACE througlh the REDEMPTION which 15 in Christ Jesus'’
“thiough FAITH 1 His BLOOD?”

The Righteousness of God m prRoviDiNG and orseriNg a full, fice
and eternal Salvation to eveiy uunworthly and helpless smner, is declared
in His Sevenfold provision for the purpose, all of which 15 contamed 1n
the lweavenly casket of God's salvation .—

(I.) He has provided Gracr freely (1. 24).

This Giace brings Salvation to ALL men (Titus 1. 11). It 1s offered
unto all but comes only upon ‘‘ALL THEM THAT BELIEVE ” (Rom. 1i1, 22)
There 1s ‘also another Grace provided by God, but not as yet made
manifest. It 1s quite distinet fiom the Grace “which bringeth Salvation™
{(Titus 1., 11). It is a special ““Grace that is to be brought unto us at the
Revelation of Jesus Christ’’ (I, Peter i, 13). Tlus indicates God’s Righteous-
ness to be perfect and complete, 1n that He has piepaled the Free Gift of
a special Grace even at the translatiou of those foiming the Church,
whether from the grave or the earth.

So we conclude that Grace, as experenced at present, is the
beginning of every person’s Salvation, and also its continuance. ** Out
Lord Jesus Chnist, by Whom we have access by faith mto this Grace
wherein we stand " (Rom, v,, ). “That as SIN hath reigned unto death
{(before Salvation) so might GRACE reign—Dby Jesus Clist, our Loid”
{(Rom. v, 21). Many teach that the Giace whicli lnought us Salvation may
break down 1n some before the end of tlie jouiney of hfe, and such persons
are conscquently “‘switched’” from Grace to a Salvation by Works!! The
Seripture saith, ‘“ And if by Grace, then 1t 15 no more of works - othel-
wise Grace 1s no more Grace, But if it be of woirks, tlien 1t is no more
Grace . otherwise wolk 15 no more work’ (Rom xi. 6). We conclude that
this Grace which God has provided as His first provision for every sinner,
1s immutable. °‘ That by two mnmutable things, 1n which 1t was impossible
for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled {in
1efuge 10 1.AY HoLD UPON the hope set befole us, wineh hope we have as an
anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast and which entereth into the
veil” (Hel. vi, 18, 19). Present Giace continucs to the Coming of the
Lord. Then Resurrection and Translating Grace 1s to be brought “unto
you at the revelation of Jesas Cluist’ (I, Peter 1, 13)

(IT1.) The second provision 1evealing God’= righteousness in saving
the lost 15 REDEMPIION.

This 18 a loosing away fiom a pievious state, or bondage, or
captivity, We have befoire seen that ALTL mankind aie *‘under SIN ~
(1ii, 9 When the Gracc of God comes {o the Genfile sipner, he is n
bondage under the elements of the world (Gal 1v., 8, 9) (to lis natule
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and sm and all conditions that are econtrary to Goid) The Jew is the
same —but with tle wbibitwaed boadage of e Law. Now tbhe blessing
which Redomptenn bumgs 1z to loose eaclh obe fremn afl bhe bondages of
“the cutsc,” o1 “habit,” o1 “Law’, »u that whilst the loly Spinit deals
wilh hun, he 15 lifted up mto a place wheie he ean make a chowce of
Jesus the Son of God as hils Bavieul, Tlus “loused” cowdifion given o
evely sianer whilst God 1. diawing hium, s elearly seen 1n Il Cor. v., 19,—
“God was i Cliast zeconeiling the woald unte I, web nopoling tlien
trespasses wielo flein oL 00 wluadst we pray them m Chiet's stead, ** Be
yo 1ecouciled to God.” The s1mner may r1emam m this condition a long
tnune without submitling to God and 1epentmg of his sins, but ultimately
lie will ewtber be regenciated by the Spnit of Christ (i he becomes saved
by God) o1 otliciwise he will tall fiom the place mto which he had been
diawn, and whoe Salvabionr was possible.

There 15 & fuitlier Dblessang of Redemplion after Salvation, eon-
corniny the Lody e its bewng 1a1sed fiom among the dead (Rom. v, 23;
Eph. 1, 14), and also a completed Redemption nte the presence of
God by the blood of the Lamb (Rev. v., 8).

We puipose, DV, in the next number to consider God’s further
provisien: of tlungs inelwded 113 His Balvation, vz, (11T}, 1Lis Propitiation,
(IV.), Jesuy' Dleewd, {¥.}, Remission of Sins, (¥I) The ¥Fobeaiance of
God, (VIL), God, the Justifier, May the Holy Spuit illuninate the
Word of Tiuth. Amenl

{fo bLe Countinued).

“A will Declarve what e bath oone.”

Januwaly 6th, 1823, found me laul on a bed of sickness, suffering
from consunmption, so 111 that the doctors sand life could only be prolonged
by the mnjeetion of serum into the lungs The mmflammation was so bad
fhat 15 was with great Mifficulty that I eould bienbhce at all, even the bed-
clotltes T could not hear upon my chest. Previous to this, 1z the July of
1922, T had been confined to bed with mdlammation of the lungs, whilst at
the same tune my wife lay dymg of cancer. Bomehow T felt that evely-
thing was against me, Tmagine my state—in a dying condibion and with-
oul God o1 hope 11 the woild., At thig tune the Lord sent oune of His
servants to pomd out to me the love of God mn Jolin 3, 18, At once I
1ealised L was fol mier soon the tears wele fowmmg, and T was eonfessing
ny newd of Chilst and His cleausing bBlood., I discovercd that there was
wlso delverance for wmy body, Though a member ot a local church, T was
unabie to turn tn them for ithe fulfilment of Jas 5, 14, 15, as they did not
teacl: Divine 1lealing. But bless the Loid, the one who brought the word
ol God Lo me m the fiist place belonged to a chuich that wholly ful-
Blicd 1lis wownl, At my reguest I was anointed and the praver of faith
saved the siek, mul the Lord ralscd me up. When I iformed the Doctor
tttat I no Jonger needed tieatment, as I was gowng to wrust the Lord, he
wdas greally suiprised, and told me that any attempt to rise from bed
would 1esult m nemonhage. Ioweve, T got up and dressed myself,
aid when hie saw me he saiwd he had never seen such visible evidence
of vhange helote For over two mantits now I have been able to work at
g onclinary coployment  Jusl bk of the marvellous change! A few
toonblis ago, a dyiog man 1w an unsaved condition, to-day saved and healed
atred Alled with the joy and peace of God Work s now a delight; am
able Lo 1an to catels francars, huny up hidls that onee T eould 110t face.

Thete ale many witnesses who can verify this festimony 1f needs

Ty God s woalk 1 body bas alieady been the means of extending His

Kingidom, Whosove! leads this testimony bhat needs Jesus az their Iealer,

just lave faith 1n God, and the work will he done. To Him be all the
gloly and Lounour!

~HERBERT WARD, 18 Raincliffe Sircet, York Road, Leeds,
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Mtems of Tnterest,

The Convention at Bangor is announced to take place thus month
trom Thuisday, 12th, to Sunday, 15th. A baptismal scivice will be Leld
u1 the sea on Fiiday, 13th. Pastor Geolge Jeffieys 1= the Convener. Fo
further particulars apply to the Secietary, 3, Unrverzity Ave,, DBelfast

* % * * *

& Comnvention 1s also anncunced fo1 Tliarsday, 12il, and Fruday,
13th, at Lwmgan. TFuither partreulars may be obtained fiom the Conveuner,
Mr. J. B. Huamilton, 45, Cliwich Place, Luigan,

* * * * *

A amnouncement ot the Clecthorpes Conventwon will be found on
tlic fast page of tins issuce
* * * ¥* *

On Whit-Monday about 100 members of the Iull assembly, acioin-
panied by the leaders, ciossed the Humber to pay 4 visit to the assembly
at Grimshy, whete special services werc held for the day. The speakers
at the monwvng ad evening services wele Pastolr H. €. DBoulten aod
Evangelist J. E Elvin The afternooun mreeting was devoted to testimornes,
when many declared how 1 a wondeiful way they had been saved,
heualed, and filled with tle Holy Ghliost.

* L3 L3 * -+

The prayeis of owm readers are asked for a village campaelgn which
Lias just been commeiteed by the friends of the Elun assemibly at Tlull
L * * * *

Simce Pastor Geoige Jeffreys’ missuon m Letchworth, meeting»
Itave Dbeen eontinued nr a hued hall mr the town by Mi T, B. Clake
God's llessing hin: rested upon the edincst seekers after How thar have
gathiered together hele and have gone foil to nreetings m the surround-
mg villages. It was with joy that the hned hall was vaeated fo1 the new
Ehm Hull, which was opened on Sunday, iTth June, M1 Jos=eph Snunlh
was the wpeaker at thie opening seivices, and we ale glad to hear that
the Lord set His scal on the work by saving iwo m the new hall the
first Bunday cvenmg, aund the hrearts of all weie filled with the joy ot
Hus preszence. BMay the new hall prove to be g eel centie of blessing Lo
the Garden City aund 1its neighbourliond

* * * * *

4 mrost remimrkable hicahing ocewmited Jduning a yecent baplizidal
service 1n the Eilnn ITall, Lergh-on-Sca, when Mi. Geoige Kingston, who
13 1 charge of the assembly, was offictating .\ converled gipsy, who
Lead bheen suffening Hiom zeutous 1ubernal trouble, wazs bemng baptrsed,
whewr the Lond nstantly Lealed hun e camne up ot of e woler
rejorcing 1 this miraculous touch of the Gieat Pliysicran.

Pastor Stephen Feffreys at Belfast

The new Portable Tabernacle, wlich has been consiruetod fin
holding TRewvival Cnmpargns, has mebt a long-felt need 1 the Tlnn
Evangehstic Band.

For the first campaign 1t was priehed on a most chaiming and
pictinesque site, on the banks of tlhte 1iver Lagon, and opposite the
becautiful Ormeau Park, or, inr the diction of the Psalmist-—heside still
wateis and on green pastuies,

The fust seavice was lreld ou the afteinoon of Suanday, May 20,
when well-nigh a thousand voices made the bunlding ring with the praises
of God. The inisstoner ou this special oceaston was Pastor Stephen Jeffieys,
who had not heen 1n Belfast since thie opening of the Elmi Tabeinacle
{his brother, Pastor G. Jeffreys’ church}, about four years agy The Elun
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saints gave the Pastor a very wirm 1ecephion. There was 1 week of special
prayer for the ecampagu, which asswied 1ts success The fiist address
wns i founedatton apon wineh sueceeding ones were bult—Aets 8, 37--47
e proclaimed the four-square Gospel-—- ‘New Birth; Bapuism of the Holy
Ghost; Iivine Healing; and the Becond Advent of Clinst, with great
pHectiveness, the results bemmg the most eloguent evidence of the fact

On the subject of Ihvine Heahling, the unssioner excelled. His
message 18 backed by an untning zeal n acting on Lhe commands and
momises 1elative to the subject. The divine healmg services were held in
the afteinoons. These sewvices attracted two classes — those who wele
suffering atd sought delrvernnce, aml tloze wio come o pray for the sick
and aHheted—not for those pesent alone. bat for  hundieds who sent
1eguests by post and with friends, Our dear sister, Mrs John Leech,
played a very active part 1 these meetings At the sacitfice of all engage-
ments, she attended every seavice for the sick dmimg the canpaign. In a
very prachical way she inade her piesence felt, 1n assisting and instruet-
mg the sisters, o1 in gaving a word of exhortation. Pastor Jeifieys dealt
on an average with about forty people each afternoon, who came for
healing  Awd, prawize Le to God, large numberz moved to the joy of therwr
hearts that the Lord Jesus 1s the Great Physician

Thele were two cascs of 1estoiabon of sight, and one of hearng.
One very stuking case of spinal digease was healed.  Oue dear woman
came - walkimg by use of a ciutch, and went away canying it in her
hadl  One gm]lv young man who wa,lked by the ard of a stick, and
suffered paut 1 ius foot as a r1esult of an unsuceessful operation, told
how after bemg anointed he walked home swmging the stick andd
toJolcing because the pain had gone There were seveml bad cazes of
paralysis healed. Numbeirs of otheis testified to having been healed of
many nteinal complawis A voung sister testified publicly fo a remark.
able healing Tt had been decided by the earthiy physicmans that owing
to the conditivn of her leg 1t was to be amputated ** Now,” she declared,
“Iesuis has completely healad me, and my leg will not come off.”” Diseaszes
nf all kinds had to vamish befoie the power of the name of Jesus.

Truly the Lord confirmmed His Woud wilh signs and wonders. Souls
were sived 1n many of the Jdivine healing services; as many as 51% 1n an
afteimoon. Thionghouf the month, with one o1 two exceptions, souls were
saverdl 1n evely eveuing setvice, and scores of peisons are now rejorcing
in a newly-found Saviour.

The sweet smging of Mis Steplien Jeffreys must not be omitted;
witlt grent effect the Gospel 1n song fell wpon the cars of the crowded
congregations, and temrs flowed as the Saviecur’s love was revealed. The-
Missioner amd s wife left Belfust on Faiday, 16th June, earrving with
them the best wishes and prayeis of those to whom they had ministered.

Elim Evangelistic Bano.

We aie glad to vepord that the Leid has been blessing in Ash-
bomne, Bince the opening mssion in ths town, souls have been saved
and gieater interest manifested in the mectings  Buoght testimomes are
given by the convelts, aml sevewnd testify to healimg of the body  There
15 o gieat thust for more of God. The open-ali work, too, 1s greatly
hegaeid.

There has been much blessing on the work at Grimsby. The
presence and powel of God have heen realised 1 the meetings in a speeial
way. The wderest faken in the womk 13 Jeepening, and the attendance
15 good. Bome fune ago the anmversay seiviees 1 connection with the
Sunday School weie held, and while there weie no special anupoancements,
the people came m sueli lge numbers that many had to be turned away,
although the hall is lmige and well seated  The speeial singing by the
chile hﬂu was miuch enpoyed, and eought gieat Blessing Lo many.,

A r1emmkable case of divine heahing comes from Gueinsey, where
a sistenr suffering fiom an abscess in the thioat and unable to eat for
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several days, came to the meetings to be anointed. That night she wa-
able to eat Ler supper, and a few days aftes, the ahscess buist, and she
was completely healed. Much blessing lhas been experienced m the
meetings, numbers mereasing, and thie presence of God beimng felt m a
marvellous way, A dear biothier has teceived 2 mighty baplism
the Holy Sprit.

Showers of latter rain contmue to fall at Clapham, anc the heat-
of God’s people ale made to 1ejeice  Lvely week biiags news of what Gl
Ia g, and we have mueh o prase God for m tlas steady, soful, and
yet expanding work at Clapham

We are glad to extend a very cordial weleome to Mrs, Blackudder
from Scotland, who has jomed lrer hunsband i ithe woik at Porladown
May the Taord Dless thenr umled labones 1t Hus eotner of s sioeyanl
for s glovy.

The Lord 1s blessing the mimstiy of M1, Kelly at Moneyslane vens
tracl, and sculs bhave been wonn for Cliish.

Banbiidge 1s continumg to realise the old-tune power of Pente-
castal preaching  Souls ave bewng saved and bodies hiealed, and the Lerd -
mani{est Dblessig 15 1esting on the meetings  May Ile continue to
worlk 1n this town for His gloy

We lLave heaid of 1eal blessing in Lurgan  Although ihe enemy
has been 1a1sing some opposition, the eteinal Woid of God has hnonghi
victory, Many culsuders amve talking gieater mlerest o the meelings, awml
souls are being saved and baptised 1n the loly Ghost.

Since ereciing the new hall af Newtownards, the Lord has signally
shewn ITis appiloval in the fact that the meetings have increased and the
hall is filledd at the Goapel seivices  Puastor Fletehier 15 wndeed geatls
encouraged at tlie blessed tunnes they experience 1 thenr 1neeting-
Backshdels have been i1estoied, and souls, meluding some who weie
thhunkards, brousht to Christ,

The mission at Rasharkin commenced by Messrs, Fletcher and
Stronge, has been much hlessed of God, gieat numbers coming oul Ti
is now being contmued by Messiz Tweed and Stionge The Lowd 1=
answeriug prayer. and rreh blessing 1z being realmzed

The mission commenced by Messrs. Farlow and Kingslon  al
Marketlnll on 27th May, 15 still i progress as we wrile The attendance
has bLeen very good fiom the commoencement, and we iegnee o the facod
that numbers are now decidmgz for Chust.

CLEETHGRPES CONYENTION,

A Convention for the deepening of spiritual life will, D.V,, be held in
A Large Marquee at Cleethorpes,

From Sunday, August 5th, tp Sunday, August 12th.

SPEAKERS ' Mr. John Leech, K,C.,
Pastor Stephen Jeffreys, and
Members of the EbHm Ewvzangelistic Band.

CONVENER . Pastor George Jeffreys.

Cleethorpes 1s a delightful seaside resoit on the coast of Tancoln-
shiire, and only a few nnnates’ tram ride from Grimshy,

Accommodation has been arranged for a Tomied number of male
boarders w the Boy Scouts’ encampment on fhe Conventron field. The
melugive clrrge fm the whole Conventron {(fiom tea-lime on Zatvindas,
4th, until bieakfast nn Monday, 13th) will be £2 25, Yo1 a sharter period
the chaige will be Bs. per day, but those desning to come for ithe whole
Convenbwar will have ithe prefeience 1 this encampinent  Applieaiion-
slionld be sent n emrly to Llic Sccretiny, 3, Thuversity Ave, Belfast

Thosze desiting accommodation m the town, outside this encamp-
ment, should write withoul delay to the Secietary, c¢/o Mis, Fish, 223,
Brereton Ave , New Cleethorpss, Grimsby.



CHILDREN’S CORNER.

Foviul Singing.

Dear Boys and Guls,—

Around thie Throne of God in Heaven thousands of
children stand . . . singing !

Can you picture the sight?  ‘That great expanse thronged
with happy children; freed from sin, freed from pamn, with glad
hearts and voices singmg the wonderful prases of God! I'd
hike to be one of them, yvou say

God likes smging Angels sing, samts sing, birds sug,
stars sing, God’s sons shout for joy, Jesus when on earth sang,
and God wants us to sing  Not {0 sing to cach other so nmch,
but to sing to God. Do vou cver sing to God, T wonder? 1
don’t mean do you sing 1 church or 11 Sunday school, or do vou
sme hymns,—but do vou sing to God?

Of conrse, if your heart has never been cleansed, 1if vour
sitls have never been forgiven, if vou have never heen saved, vou
feel yon have not much w sing to God about  But f God were
to 1cally save vou, vou would “‘feel hike singing all the dav ™
Sweeter that than the singing of a bird ! Grander than that of
a magnificent orchestra'  And God would sav, *° I love to lcar
hittle so and so sing to Me, becatnse he sings from his heart and
15 »0 glad I have saved him "’ Al the people 1t heaven sing
because thewr sins have heen washed away i the blood of Jesus
Clhirist

Do vou kuow what the Seriptute savs?  ““ If we confess
cur sing He 1s faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all imquity  When 1 was a boy ('l tell vou
more ahout that m another Ielter] God clecansed my heart, and
will you not ask Hun to cleanse vour-® When He does He
will give vou a new song of joy to sing—a song that will never
cnd  Hallelurah !

Your Toving friend,

ADELTIIOS.
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The Loss of the Soul.

You may lose your moeney; vou may be reduced to poverty
thie most abyect, vou may endure want the inost distressimg, vou
may be robbed of yvour liberty and reputation; vou may bo cust
out from society, and doomed to spend vour davs m solitude and
suffering  but 1f the presence of the Lord Jesus 15 realised 1
vour lonely dwelling, you can dispense with the fecting splen-
dours of carthh  If the smnile of God rests on vour desolate
heart, yeou can snule at desolation and defy calanuty  You iy
lose friends; one after another may depart, the object arouud
wliiell vour affections may have been centred for vears, may be
torn from you: but when Jesus is left to vou as vour unfailing
Treasure, vour sansfying Portion, He will give vou songs for
the darkest midnight of your serrow, and His faithful hecart w:ll
he the grave of all vour cares

You may sustam every couccivable carthly loss ;  tlic
sweetest sounds of music might fall on your car unheard, the
loveliest scenes nught pass before vour cves unseen; the toneuc
mght refuse to give utterance to the thoughts of the heart, ard
the hand to record them; sensation miglht give vou no sign of
approaching danger, and nmemory’s page might become a perfeet
blanlk; vea, rcason lerself might desert the throne, leaving the
once capacious and intelligent man to beconie a rum; but if vour
soul 1s saved, the lhonour, the glorv, the immortal bliss of tlc
future life will more than compensate for all the 11l of tlas

BUT WHEN THE SOUL IS LOST, ALL IS LOST.

There is no cemedy, no alleviation, no refuge  Heaven 15
lost, and with 1t the joy of pardon, the rest of reconcihation,
the society of the redeemed, and the friendship of God No
haven of repose for the terrible lashings of an awakencd con-
scicuice ' No green spot in the intermimable solitude of desola-
tion ! No friendly haud stretched out to deliver! No pitving
eye to shed a tear of sympathy ! No struggling rav of hope to
pierce the deepening gloom ! Mewory -holding 1p no pleasing
preture ! Love breathing no soothing tale! Tlhere will likewise
be real, positive punishment. ‘‘ Their worm dicth not, and the
fire is not quenched."”’

Is the reader quite sure that his soul 15 saved? If oty
do not rest satisfied until vou can sav with vour heart, 3t s
well—t is well with my soul 7 ““ What 1s a man profited 1f l'e
gain the whole world and lose his own soul *”

Punted by F B Phillips, 10, Aldergate, Tamworth, ot i~





